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R EP OPT of the operations of the Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund in the North-Western 
Provinces and Oudh up to 31st October 1897 . 


On the 25th of January 1897, a public meeting was held at Lucknow to con- 
sider the proceedings of the public meeting held in Calcutta on the 14th of January 
1897, and to form for these Provinces a Branch of the Indian Famine Charitable 
Relief Fund. The resolutions passed and the names of the members of the Committee 
appointed at that meeting are contained iu Appendix A. The changes in the 
members of the Committee are also shown in that Appendix. The General Com- 
mittee was never called together in meeting, but the members received reports of 
the progress of operations. The Executive Committee was formed into two Branches, 
the North-Western Provinces Branch and the Oudh Branch, which were entrusted 
with the control of the District Committees iu their respective provinces. 

2. The Executive Committee held its first meeting on the 4th of February at 
Lucknow, when rules regarding the conduct of the Committee’s business were agreed 
upon and the necessary steps were taken for raisiug subscriptions, for obtaining 
remittances from the Central Committee, and for allotting such funds as might 
become available between districts. The subsequent meetings were held at Alla- 
habad. Owing to the distance between the two places, it was unfortunately very 
rarely that a member of the Oudh Branch Committee was able to be present ; but as 
there was never any disagreement irs the views of the two Branches, this matter was 
not of very great importance. 


3. Arrangements for the banking of the Committee’s Funds were made with the 
Bank of Bengal at Allahabad and Lucknow. All reeoipts, except sums specially- sub- 
scribed for districts, or for one Province in particular, were in the first instance passed 
into the Executive Committee’s account, and from that account allotments were made 
to the two Branches in accordance with the advice of the Local Government, which 
was asked and given at every stage of the operations. The total receipts by the 
Executive Committee proper, on account of these Provinces up to the 31st of October 
1897, were Rs. 47,47,485-2-7, which was thus made up : — 

Es. ov p. 

Appropriations ont of tho General Fund ... ... ... 46,65,857 10 0 

Subscriptions for tlioso Provinces received by Central Committee ... 2,906 2 1 

Subscriptions for the Provincial Fuud received® by the Provincial Committee 78,721 6. 6 


This was disposed of as follows : — 


Appropriations to tho North-Western Provinces Branch 
Appropriations to the Oudh Branch ... 

Banking charges ' 

Purchase of clothing and payment of freight on blankets and clothing 
Payment to papors for advertisement of subscriptions 
Office charges ... ... ... ... ... 

Salaries ... ... ... ... 

Payments direct to Local Committees of funds received from Calcutta. 
Balance on 31st October 1897 ... ... ... 


Es. a. pi 
33,16,076 10 O' 
13,44,000 0 0 
13 2 0 
2,416 14 3 
445 2 O 
453 2 8 
941 1 3 
1,000 0 0 
82,139 2 5 


Total 


47,47,485 2 7 


Very little expenditure was incurred by the Committee, or the Committee’s Branches, 
on ordiuary printing work, as the Local Government allowed free printing with the. 
Government Press at Allahabad to the value of Rs. 2,000, while the Express Printing 
Office, Lucknow, did a large amount of printing gratis for the Oudh Branch. 


Institution of Fund. 


Formation of Committee. 


Statement of Funds ■ 
Executive Committee. 


* Either direct or through, districts. 
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.: Remittances from tbo 4. As soon as the Committee was formed, it was called upon by the Central 
pi Culcatta. ’ Committee to furnish estimates of the amount required tor relief under the four 

objects to which the Fund was to bo applied for the whole of these Provinces. Liio 
first estimate was sent by telegram on the 7th of February; 20 lakhs wero asked 
for relief under objects I and III and 10 lakhs for relict under object IV. Ibis 
estimate was raised by a letter of the 24th of February 189/ to 40 lakhs: the 
additional 10 lakhs being for uso under object IV. A more detailed estimate being 
called for by the Central Committee, a further revised estimate, amounting to G-1I 
lakhs, was sent on the 17th of March 1S97 ; of this 40 lakhs Were for object IV 
and the remainder were for objects I and III ; nothing was asked tor to meet f lie 
• costs of maintaining orphans after the conclusion of the Famine. Again -in June the 
Central Committee called for further estimates, which were supplied ou the 12th of 
July. The remittances actually received from the Central Committee up to the date 
of that estimate had amounted to Rs. 40,18, 5G2. A further sum of Us. 12,11,700 
was asked for, which included a sum of five lakhs ou account of orphans. Exclud- 
ing the provision for orphans, the Provincial Committee therefore may bo taken to 
have estimated on the 12th of July 1S97 that its total requirements from the Central 
Committee would be about Its. 47,30,000. Tlio amount actually received up to 
the 31st October was Its. 4C>, 08,703-12-1, of which Its. 2,90G-2-l consisted of 
subscriptions paid in specially for theso Provinces, 

ormation of District 5, On the day following the first meeting of the Provincial Committee at 
Committees* J 0 0 

Lucknow all heads of districts in the "United Provinces wero addressed with the view 

! to their taking steps to form a Local Committee in each district for tlio collection of 

subscriptions and for the organization of charitable relief in those districts where 

;• relief was required. In very many districts action had already been taken, in some 

districts many months before the institution of the Charitable Fund ; for instance, in 

■ the districts of Muttra, .Agra, Lucknow, Allahabad, Etah, Etiiwah, Bijnor, Gorakhpur 

and others (vide District Reports printed as Appendix E). All pre-existing relief 

committees iu the Provinces, of which information could be obtained, were affiliated 

as Local Committees of the Fund, and the accounts presented with this report include, 

so far as possible, an account of all the money collected and expended by them, even 

iu tbo period before the institution of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 


6. In accordance with the request of the Central Committee, simple forms of 
returns wore issued to all districts to bo filled up half-monthly, and tlio Local 
Committees were asked to frame estimates of their requirements and to send in 
complete lists of their subscriptions. The estimates framed by the local authorities 
were, however, of little practical use, and the distributions of funds made by tlio 
Provincial Committee audits two Branches were based as a rule upon informatioq 
and advice given by the Local Government after consideration of the local income 
and balances of each district. The hall-monthly returns were generally carefully 
prepared and punctually despatched. 


rmciplc: of distribution, 7. Immediately upon its formation, the Provincial Commitfco received applica- 
tions from a number of charitable bodies and a few missionaries and other ministers 
of religion. All such applicants were referred to the Local Committees of the Fund, 
it being accepted as a general principle that, tlio Provincial Committco should make 
payments only to its two Branches, and the two Branches only to their respective 
Local Committees, and that these should make the most suitable arrangements for tho 
proper distribution of relief. As an example reference may be made to Circular letter 
Ho. Ill, dated 3rd April 1897, which is printed as Appendix B. This principle 
was only departed from in very few instances ; for instance four Superintending 
Engineers were provided with funds for the supply of clothing to such people oil 
the works uuder the Public "Works Department as were in urgent need of them. 
How this was effected is shown iu the reports received from some of their subordinate 
officers, which are printed as Appendix D to this report. The Commissioner of A^ra 
was also given funds ou two or three occasions for assistance to orphanages and to 
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food-distributing agencies in the Agra district. Commissioners of Divisions were 
provided with funds in the beginning of the operations for the provision of clothing 
to persons urgently in need of it other then tho c e employed on the works under the 
Public Works Department. But all those remittances to Commissioners were after- 
wards treated as direct remittances to the districts between which the grants wero 
distributed by the Commissioners. The only instance of dire.t outlay by the 
Provincial Committee was in March 1897, when the Provincial Committee itself 
purchased a large number of woollen belts and jersoys from the Cawnporo Woollen 
Mills and distributed them among various districts at a cost of Rs. 2,290-7-3. 

8. At the end of February there were general reports of enormous sales of 
cattle in the distressed districts owing to the cultivators being unable to find fodder 
for them. Inquiries were made by the Committee as to the necessity of making 
advances for the support of plough-cattle, and the Local Government was addressed 
regarding the opening of reserved forests. But it eventually appeared that the sales 
of cattle were mainly not of plough-cattle, and that the cattle that were being sold 
were sold more because their value was required for the support of the cultivator and 
his family than on iug to the scarcity of food for the cattle themselves j consequently 
no advances were made for this purpose. 

9. In February the Central Committee purchased 3,000 blankets in Calcutta 
lor tl.e North-Western Provinces. These were distributed between six districts, viz. ; 
Cawnpore, Hamirpur, BAuda, Allahabad, Jalaun, and Mirzapur, 

Early in the month of March inquiries were made by fho Confral Committee 
whether use could be made in these Provinces of a number of cases of Patent Food. 
These were eagerly applied for, and a large portion of the total number of cases 
available were supplied to these Provinces. An account of the usefulness of them 
has already been given in the First Report of the Central Executive Committee, and 
the Provincial Committee need now do nothing more than express its thanks to the 
donors of the gifts. Tl.e same may be said of the gifts of clothing which were made 
In the mouth of May and the following months, At the end of the month of 
September the Local Committee at Benares gonerously offered 3,722 dhotis which had 
been manufactured by weavers employed by the Fund in Benares, and were not 
required in that place for distribution, for transmission to other districts in tbo 
Province where they would be more useful. They were accordingly sent to the 
districts of BAnda, Hamirpur, Jlutnsi, and J alaun. 

10. Some account has already been given of the estimates framed by the 
Provincial Committee of the amount required for relief in these Provinces. But 
it may be woll to give further details regarding the provision of money for tho 
purchase of cattle and seed. Towards the end of March 1897, it was announced in 
newspapers that the Central Committee intended to make a distribution for this 
purpose in the middle of May, Thereupon the Provincial Committee addressed the 
Central Committee, and asked that the distribution for this purpose might be made 
at once, inasmuch as if the money was to be distributed in time for the purchase of 
cattle so as to admit of the ploughing and sowing for the autumn harvest taking place 
at the proper season, there was no time to be lost. The estimate made of the require- 
ments of these Provinces for this purpose by the Local Government was 40 lakhs : 
and this was the sum for which the Provincial Committee made repeated request to 
the Central Committee. But the Central Committee was unable to make appropria- 
tions to these Provinces of an amount sufficient to provide the sum of 40 lakhs for 
this purpose, and it was only by careful management and by utilizing the balances 
of several Local Committees that it -was possible for the Provincial Committee to 
arrange for the distribution of 30 lakhs in time for the Jcharif sowings. Of this 
21 lakhs went to the North-Western Provinces and 9 lakhs to Oudh. The Oudh 
Branch Committee out of the funds at its disposal was able before the loth of June 
p) add a further sum of Rs. 80,000. Later in July the Executive Committee upon 


Provision for niBjnf 
of LUttlu. 


Gifts of food find clotlili 
from tbo CVmtril V 
mitUe ami England. 


Object IV. 



receipt of a sura of of lakhs from the Central Committee, was 'able to make a 
further distribution of Rs. 5,10,000 between the two Branches for this purpose. Of 
this sum Rs. 4,10,000 was given to the North-Western Provinces Branch and 
Rs 1,00,000 to the Oudh Branch. The Executive Committee thus distributed to 
the’ two Branches Rs. 35,10,000 for object IV; of which Rs. 10,00,000 went to the 
Oudh Branch and the remainder to the North-Western Provinces Branch, viz., 
Rs. 25,10,000. The actual distribution by districts from the North-Western Pro- 
vinces Branch amounted to Rs. 25,05,000 ; Rs. 5,000 being thus left undistributed by 
the North-Western Provinces Branch. The Oudh Branch distributed Rs. 10,73,000 
out of the Rs. 10, SO, 000 which it resolved to distribute. The actual payments in 
relief under this head up to 31st October 1897 amounted to Rs. 35,61,253-8-2. The 
provision of actual coin in the different District Treasuries for the disbursement of 
these large sums caused a considerable amount of trouble to the Government 
Currency officers, to whom the thanks of the Provincial Committee are due for the 
excellent arrangements which they were able to make. r 

11. The question of orphans has already been dealt with on page 24 of the 
First Report of the Central Committee. The following is the only additional 
information at present available. The number of orphans and waifs to be provided 
for is 1,586. They are being supported by the Fund pending their distribution 
among recognised orphanages for permanent support. This distribution is iu pro- 
gress, and all the balance of the Provincial Committee will be made over to the Gov- 
ernment to form an endowment for them. Besides this balance a further remittance 
is expected awaited from the Central Committee, which is required to render the 
endowment adequate. 

12. When the operations of the Fund began, it was a matter of some difficulty to 
compare the outlay on relief in the several districts and to see whether economy was 
being exercised and relief not being given in operations not authorized by the consti- 
tutional rules of the Fund. The returns from the districts were not numerous at first, 
and those that were received were not prepared in an uniform manner. Gradually the 
returns were improved in number and accuracy, and it was then possible to say 
where expenditure was excessive aud where it was inadequate. By the end of April 
the Committee was iu a position to issue directions for economy to the effect that the 
Fund was not to be used in supersession of Government expenditure aud that money 
saved by Local Committees under objects I aud III might properly be devoted to 
iucreasiug the amount under object IV (vide Appendix C). Nearly a month after 
this circular was issued, Circular No. 837 of the Central Committee, with detailed 
directious for economy, was received aud circulated at once to all Local Committees. 
Again towards the end of the month of July, when it was possible to make an 
exact forecast of the resources which would be at the disposal of the Committee 
and of the expenditure which would be necessary until the close of the famine, the 
Provincial Committee made a close examination of the expenditure and balances in 
each district, and revised its normal scale of monthly grants. At the same time it 
commented on the rates of relief and on the classes of persons who were in receipt of 
relief in several districts, and made suggestions regarding the most effectual use of 
the funds already in the Local Committees’ hands. It also then called iu the balances 
of two or three districts where relief bad come to an end, and as relief ceased in other 
districts from time to time their balances were also called in. Finally, on the 29th of 
October, under the advice of the Government, directions were issued that all expen- 
diture on relief should be suspended ; and on the 3rd of November followed orders 
that all relief should cease on the 6th of November, except such charges as were 
absolutely necessary j and all outstanding balances were called in. The Provincial 
Committee believes that on the whole the operations of the Fund were carried out in 
the most ecouomical manner. This was in a large measure due to the fact that the 
Local Committees were good working bodies, and that their labours were carried out 
in concert with the. local officers of the Government. 
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13. At the commencement of the operations of the Fund the Provincial Accounts ana Audit. 
Committee was requested by the Central Committee to issue such instructions as were 
necessary to Local Committees as would ensure proper accounts being kept. The 
instructions issued were simply to the effect that the accounts need not be very 
elaborate, but that they should be in such form that the particulars required for the 
half-monthly returns prescribed by the Central Committee might be easily obtained 
from them. The ( required returns were, as has already been mentioned, furnished 
generally with accuracy and punctuality. In May further instructions were issued 
by the Central Committee. They recommended the appointment of an Honorary 
Accountant in each district and insisted on the necessity for vouchers being filed 
along with the accounts. These instructions were communicated to districts with 
some further observations by the Provincial Committee, and this Committee is 
pleased to be able to say that, from the correspondence and returns received in its office 
and from the reports of the Auditor who was appointed at the end of September in 
accordance with the wishes of the Central Committee to examine the accounts of the 
most important Local Committees, it appears that the local accounts were in all 
cases kept with great accuracy and completeness, that all payments were properly 
vouched for, and that the expenditure was not open to objection. A copy of the 
Auditor’s final report is printed as Appendix F to this report. 


14. The statement of the funds of the Executive Committee has been given in 
paragraph 3 above. It will be seen there that the Executive Committee made appro- 
priations to the North-Western Provinces Branch, amounting to Rs. 33,16,076-10-0. 
The only other receipts of the Branch were subscriptions amounting to 
Rs. 4,424-12-0, the total income of the Branch being thus Rs. 33,20,501-6-0. 
Out of this sum appropriations were made to districts which, after allowing for 
refunds of unexpended balances made before the 31st of October, stood finally at the 
following amounts : — • 


Object I 
Do. II 
Do. Ill 
Do. IV 


Us. a. p. 

... 28,485 6 O 

500 0 0 

... 7,07,350 9 G 

... 25,05,000 0 0 


North-Western : 
Branch Account, 


The sum entered against object I is the net expenditure through Commissioners of 
Divisions and by Superintending Engineers of the Public Works Department, out of 
the Rs. 30,000 in the first instance allotted to them by this Branch as mentioned in 
paragraph 7. The Rs. 500 against object II was paid direct to certain orphanages 
at Agra through tlio Commissioner of that Division ; but this was afterwards shown in 
the Agra Committee’s accounts. The sum shown against object III includes the 
allotments made to districts for expenditure under objects I, II, and III, it being 
found impossible to make separate allotments for these heads to districts. The only 
other expenditure of this Branch, besides the appropriations mentioned above, was a 
charge of Rs. 8-3-0 made by the Bank for receipt stamps and cheques. The balance 
in the hands of the Branch on the 31st of October was Rs. 19,157-3-6. 


15. The Oudh Branch received Rs, 13,44,000 from the Committee and ^ o U(! j, Broncli Fonda. 
Rs.* 46,542-5-11 in subscriptions, a large part of which M'as contributed by the 
taldqdars of that Province either individually or through their association. The 
- total receipts of the Oudh Branch were Rs. 18,90,542-5-11. This was thus spent : — 

Rb. a p. 

Object I ... ... ... ... ... 19,500 0 0 

Do. Ill ... ... ... ... ... 2,87,310 0 0 

Do. IV ... ... ... ... ... 10,70,500 0 O 

^Miscellaneous expenditure ... ... ... ■ ... 1,010 5 0 < 

The amount entered against object I includes a sum of Rs. 17,000 given to the 
Superintending Engineer for the purchase of clothing as already mentioned, while 
Rs. 2,500 was given to doctors for the provision of food and clothing for 


/ 

/ 

i 


* Partly throogli districts. 

2 
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famine patients in hospitals. Of the sum received by the Superintending Engineer 
Es. 6 251-13-3 was in foot not expended, but was not refunded till after 31st October 
1897? The entry against object III covers also objects I and II, as already noted 
above with regard to the North-Western Provinces Branch. It also includes a sum 
of Es. 10,000, allotted to a society which has been inaugurated in Lucknow for the 
purpose of helping the bidri and chikan workers and other unemployed workpeople 
of Lucknow, Sandila, Jais, and elsewhere. These people, especially in Lucknow, wero 
largely out of work. Many of them were women, and it was hoped by purchasing 
their best work and giving them advances to tide them over the worst time. The 
purchases made have been forwarded to England and sold through the Society for the 
Preservation of Indian Art. The miscellaneous expenditure in the Oudli Branch 
Avas larger than in the North-Western Provinces Branch, because it was necessary to 
maintain an office at Lucknow, while the work of the North-Western Provinces 
Branch was carried on in the office of the Executive Committee. The balance in the 
hands of the Oudk Branch on the 31st of October amounted to Es. 12,222-0-11. 

The following brief account of the proceedings of the Oudh Branch has been 
prepared by its Secretary 

“It is not necessary to review in detail the proceedings of the Committee. Tho 
actual distribution of money was made almost entirely through District Officers, 
the Committee keeping itself informed of the requirements of different districts, and 
holding frequent meetings for the purpose of allotting funds and prescribing tho 
proportions in which they should be devoted to each of the objects held in view by 
the Central Committee. It is unnecessary to deal with the minor points which came 
up for discussion from time to time. Only a fow of the moro important matters dealt 
with by the Committee will now be noticed. 

“ The first question that had to bo dealt with by the Committeo was that of appor- 
tioning between Government and the Belief Fund the expenditure under head III in 
Lucknow City. It beiug recognised that the liability -of Government in this connec- 
tion must be measured by its responsibility for maintaining life, it was considered 
by the Committee that Government might fairly be asked to contribute one-third of 
the total amount expended, and this proposal was agreed to by the Commissioner on 
behalf of Government. The total expenditure likely to be incurred was estimated 
at Es. 2,00,000, and a sum of Es. 66,000 has accordingly been contributed by Gov- 
ernment. The actual expenditure has amounted to Es. 2,25,590, so that the Govern- 
ment contribution bears to it a somewhat smaller proportion than that originally 
intended by the Committee. 

“ On 7th April 1897, the Committee considered a proposal made by the Deputy 
Commissioner of Unao that the minimum dole to parda-nashin women should be 
raised from 1 anna to 2 annas per diem, the former rate being considered inadequate 
for the support of life. The Committee however was of opinion that the allotments 
made by it must be regarded as a subsidiary allowance for the supply of comforts, 
and not a subsistence allowance for the support of life, the latter duty being under- 
taken by Government, and negatived the proposals. The actual doles given varied 
from Es. 2 to Es. 3 per mensem. 

“ In dealing with the question of distributing relief under head IY a large lati- 
tude was left to District Officers, the Committee making no attempt to prescribe any 
uniform sum to be given to each cultivator. The Committee merely laid down the 
general principles that zamindars and taluqdars should, as far as possible, be asso- 
ciated with tho officials engaged in the preparation of lists of persons to be relieved - 
but that the actual distribution of money should in all cases be made by officers of the 
district stall • while in order to ensure that the money should be actually expended in 
purchase of cattle and not in liquidation of debts to moneylenders, &c., zamindars 
and patwfms were required to report within a month which of the recipients of relief 
had actual ly expended the money on the purchase of the cattle. 
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“ The question of providing for the support of orphans after the conclusion of 
Famine operations came before the Committee in September 1897. Btibu Sri Ram 
suggested the establishment at Lucknow of a Central Orphanage for Oudli; but the 
Committee, while recognising the need of such an institution, was of opinion that the 
establishment of a permanent endowment of the nature would hardly be within tho 
legitimate scope of the Fund, and solicited the opinion of His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor on the subject. Before any decision in this matter had been arrived at 
information was received that, in the closing of famine relief operations, the support 
of orphans would be undertaken by Government out of moneys provided by the Fund. 
The balances in the hand of District Officers after 6th November were accordingly 
collected and remitted to Allahabad for this purpose ; and the arrangements for the 
support of orphans are now entirely in the hands of Government. 

“ In the addition to the sums allotted to District Officers for distribution, the 
following sums were distributed under head I : — 

(a ) Colonel Pulford, R. E., Rs. 17,000* for the supply of clothing for 
persons employed in relief works ; 

{b ) Commissioner, Fyzabad, Rs. 3,000f for the supply of clothing for 
persons employed in relief works; 

(c) Commissioner, Lucknow, Rs. 5, OOOf for the supply of clothing for 

persons employed in relief works ; 

(d ) Dr. McConaghey, Rs. 1,500 for supply of comforts for the poor in 

hospitals ; 

(e) King’s Poorhousc, Rs. 1,000 ; 

(f) Society for the Encouragement and Preservation of Indian Arts, 

■ Rs. 10,000. This sum was granted on the understanding that it 

should be expended in providing work and materials for needy 
artizans, and that payments should be made direct to the artizans and 
not through middlemen.” 

The whole of this last-mentioned sum has not been expended upon the purpose 
for which it was given, and demand has been made for repayment of the balance. 

16. In every district in which relief was given and in several in which there 
was no distress, subscriptions for local use were received towards the objects of the 
Fund. These amounted to Rs. 2,60,771-11-S in the districts of the North-Western 
Provinces and Rs. 77,129-S-ll in the districts of Oudh. In several districts the 
amounts subscribed were very large : in particular the following 



Rs. a. 

P- 

. 


Rs. 

a. 

P- 

Cawnpore 

... 47,14k 14 

7 

Etali 

»•« 

... 17,088 

2 

9 

Lucknow city ... 

... 33,774 12 

6 

Eton ah 

... 

... 14,826 

2 

9 

Allahabad 

... 30,279 6 

9 

Mnttra 

... 

... 13,641 

10 

O 

Agra 

... 23,407 14 

0 

Bijnor 

... 

... 13,641 

7 
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Besides the above in 12 districts the local subscriptions exceeded Rs. 5,000 each, 
and in 13 more they exceeded Rs. 2,500. Besides subscriptions there were other 
receipts in districts, amounting to Rs. 2,792-8-11. This was mostly from the sale 
of work done by weavers who were furnished with employment by the Fund. 
This sum would be considerably increased if tho dhotis made in Benares, which have 
alreadv been mentioned, had been sold instead of being given away ; while consider- 
able amounts were still to be realized on this account in Agra and HardoiV 

17. The total amount of subscriptions received — Rs. 4,74,597-6-11 — includes 
a very large number of subscriptions of Rs. 1,000 and over, either to the General 
Fund or to one or other of the District Lists. A list of these large subscriptions, as 
complete as it can be made, is as follows : — 

Rs. a. p. 
1,000 0 0 
1,000 0 0 
5,250 0 0 


* Of this Rs. 6,251-13-3 
was refunded, together 
with Ss. 80-8-9 interest. 

t Accounted for in dis- 
trict”, except Rs. 100 
acconntcd for undor head 
“Miscellaneous” of the 
Oudh Binnch. 


District receipts. 


Subscriptions, 


L4la Nand Lai Partab Singh, Debra Ddn 
His Highness the R&ja of Nahdn ... 

The Hon’ble Seth Lackman Das, C.I.E., Muttra 
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E. John, Esq., Agra ... 

The Banias of Simsonganj, Agra ... ... 

Efim Lalli Das Kunwar and Tkdkur Umrao Singh, Agra ... 
H. M. Bird, Esq., C.S.... 

Ldla Jagan Prasad, Bafs, Muttra .... 

Seth Keshab Deo, Muttra ... ... 

Ldla Jauki Prasad, Muttra .i. 

Earn Kiskore, Etdwah ... 

Ldla Brij Kiskore, Etdwah ... .... 

Ldla Kunj Behari, Etdwah 
Edja Balwant Singh of Awa 
E. B. Alexander, Esq., C'.S. 

II. Y. Lovett, Esq., C.S. ... ... ... 

Bdbu Damodar Das, Azanigarh 1 ... 

Ldla Eatan Sen Singh, Basti 

Mr. and Mrs. McEobert, Cawnpore... 

Woollen Mills Co., Ld., Cawnpore ... 

Elgin Mills Co., Ld., Cawnpore 

Victoria Mills Co., Ld., Cawnpore ... .■ ... 

Muir Mills Co., Ld., Cawnpore 

Cotton Mills Co., Ld., Cawnpore ... ... 

Messrs. Cooper, Allen & Co. ... ... ... 

Messrs. Eord and MacDonald 
A. W. Trethewy, Esq., C.S. 

The Hon’blo W. E. Cooper 
II. G. Warburton, Esq., C.S. 

Eai Bahddur Makabir Prasad Narain Singh, Allahabad 
Eai Partab Cliand Bahadur, Allahabad 
Eai Earn Cliaran Das Bahddur and his son Madho Prasad, 
Allahabad 

Edja Earn Partab Singh of Manda... 

J. B. Fuller, Esq., C.S.... 

The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Aikmau ... ... 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. Justice Blcnnerbassott ... ... 

Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel B. O’Brien ... 

Munski Earn Prasad, Allahabad ... 

Pandit Sundar Lai, Allahabad 
Ldla Ganesh Prasad, Allahabad 

y ••• ••• i •« 

Chaudhri Mahadeo Prasad, Allahabad 
Proprietors of tho Pioneer Press ... 

Eai Shyam Krishna, Benares 

His Honour Sir A. P. MacDonnell 

Edja Jang Bahadur Khan, C.I.E., of Ndnpdra... 

Ldla Basdeo Sakai, Meerut 

His Highness the Kawdb of Edmpur ... 

British Indian Association, Oudh ... 

Haini Tal Brewery Company 

Edja Tasadduk Easul Khan of Jahangirabad ... 

His Highness the Edja of Balrdmpur 
A. M. W. Shakespear, Esq., C.S. ... 

Chaudhri Muhammad Azim, Hardoi 
Ali Muhammad, son of the Edja of Mahmudabad 
From the Husainabad Endowment 
From the Shah Hajaf Endowment ... 

G. T. Spankie, Esq. ... 


Es. a. p. 
1,000 0. 0 
. 1,965 0 0 
2,000 0 0 
1,600 0 0 
1,200 0 0 
1,200 0 : 0 
1,000 0 0 
1,500 0 0 
■ 1,000 0 0 
1,000 0 0 
10,000 0 0 
2,750 0 o' 
1,180 0 0 
1,020 0 0 
1,110 0 O 

7.000 0 0 

3.000 0 0 

2.000 0 0 
1,000 0 0 

5.000 0 0 

1.000 0 0 

5.000 0 0 

3.000 0 O 

1.000 0 0 

5.000 O 0 
1,444' 7 1 
1,200 0 0 

2.000 0 0 

2.500 0 0 

1.500 0 O 
1,000 0 0 
1,000 0 0 
1,000 0 0 
1,000 0 0 
1,000 o 0 
1,000 0 0 
1,000 o o 
1,000 o 0 

1,500 0 0 

1,000 o o 

1.000 o o 

20.000 0 0 
1,000 0 0 

10.000 o 0 
19,032 14 0 

1.000 o 0 

5.000 0 0 

25.000 0 0 

1.000 0, 0 
1,500 0 0 
1,000 0 0 

15.000 0 0 

5.000 0 0 

2.000 0 0 
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Rs. 

a. 

p- 

The Hon’ble Sir John "Woodburn ... 

Ml 

1,000 

0 

0 

Munshi Prag Narain Bhargava, Lucknow 

• * * 

1,550 

0 

0 

The Raja of Bhinga 


10,000 

0 

0 

Ldla Clurani Lai, Allahabad 

... 

2,000 

0 

0 

Shaikh Naushad Ali Khan, Bara Banki 


3,000 

0 

0 

Nawab Muhammad Faiyaz Ali Khan of Pahdsu (Bulandshahr) 

1,000 

0 

0 

Munshi Ihtisham Ali, Oudh 

• t * 

1,000 

0 

0 

Sheikh Hdfiz Abdul Karim, Khan Bahadur, C. I. E. 

• • • 

1,000 

0 

0 

Kunwar Harnam Singh, Oudh 

• • • 

1,000 

0 

0 

Seth Raghubar Dayal, Oudh 

• • •. 

1,000 

0 

0 

Hakim Mirza Muhammad Raza Khan, Lucknow 

• • • 

1,075 

0 

0 

Munshi Madho Lai 

• •• 

1,000 

0 

0 

Sri Malidrani Beni Parshad Kunwari 

• at 

1,000 

0 

0 

Rdja of Mahmudabad, Sitapur 

III 

1,000 

0 

0 

Raj a Partab Singh Bahadur, Partabgarh 

• • • 

2,500 

0 

0 


Another remarkable feature of the subscription list is that officers long retired 
from Government service and living in England sent subscriptions towards the 
local funds of the districts in which they had formerly served ; while regiments and 
officers, civil and military, still in service in India, also sent subscriptions to dis- 
tricts in which they had formerly been stationed. Another feature was the consider- 
able sums received by private remittance from England and the Colonies by officers 
engaged in the distribution of relief. One remittance in particular may be mentioned. 

A lady came as a bride to Bareilly about two years before the Indian mutiny, 
and from there went for some time to Benares. From that place she was sent home 
shortly before her husband was killed there. She sent money for relief in Bareilly 
and Benares direct to the Commissioners of those places. 

18. The total receipts of all the Committees of the Fund in these Provinces up Total receipts of the F 
to 31st October 1897, amounted to Rs. 51,46,153-11-11 j this sum was made up as TaMesfFmrmTc an^dE 
follows : — 


Appropriations from tlio Central Fond ... 

Subscriptions for those Provinces rccoived— 

(i) By the Calcutta Committee ... ... , 

(ii) By the Provincial Committee direct 

(iii) By the North-Western Provinces Branch Committee 

(iv) By the Oudh Branch Committee 

(v) By District Committees ... ... 

Subscriptions for particular districts ... 

Miscellaneous ... ... ... ... 


Es. a. p. 
46,65,857 10 0 

2,906 2 1 
05,295 10 10 
4,424 12 O 
40,595 13 11 
26,379 13 7 
3,37,901 4 7 
2,792 8 11 


A sum of Rs. 5,000 was also received by the Provincial Committee from the 
Uawdb of Rtimpur and remitted to the General Fund in Calcutta. 


19. Upon the 31st October 1897 the sum of Rs. 3,22,433-11-0 remained as a Total expenditure of 
balance in the hands of the several Committees in the Provinces. Rs. 48,23,720-0-11 <>7* Tables! Forms 

had been expended. Rs. 10,168-9-6 was spent in various miscellaneous charges: andD). 

establishment, postage, carriage of clothing, and so on. Rs. 48,13,551-7-5 had been 
expended in actual relief upon several objects as follows : — 

Es. a. p. 

2,63,959 15 3 
11,971 0 7 
9,86,366 15 5 
35,61,253 8 2 


Object I 
„ II 
„ III 
„ IV 


Details of the manner of this expenditure are given in full in the district reports ; f 

but it may be well to give a brief summary of the forms which the expenditure under 
each heading took and note, as accurately as the returns allow, the extent of the relief 

3 
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afforded. It may be observed as a preliminary point that it is impossible to reduce 
the relief figures of the Fund to a sum total of units relieved for one day. Such 
reduction was possible in the Government operations, which consisted of payment 
of money during certain fixed periods to persons relieved. But the nature of the opera- 
tions of tho Fund was so various that they cannot all be expressed in the sarno terms. 


ixpendituro and relief 20. Of tho Es. 2,53,959-15-3 expended under object I, tho sum of 
: Tab", Form Bp ^ Es. 1,24,925-15-11 or nearly one-half was devoted to providing clothing for people 
in receipt of Government relief. This sum provided clothiug or blankets for 200,502 
people, so that including the number (4,003) of such persons supplied with clothiug 
out of the gifts from England and 518 others who received gifts amounting to 
Es. 422-7-9 to enable them to buy clothing, 205,023 different persons on tho Govern- 
ment relief lists were clothed from the Fuud. Over one-half the expenditure in pur- 
chase of cloth, vis., Es. 03,241-5-2, was in payments to weavers ; this class was one 
that suffered severely from the pressure of high prices and tho absouco of employment, 
and the amount they received may well bo considered ns spent for relieving their 
necessities and not merely for clothing other poorhouscs. Purchases from petty 
dealers, who wero also put to straits by the famine in many places, accounted for 
Es. 22,676-7 -0, and the remainder Es. 39,00S-3-3 was spont in purchases from largo 
dealers or unclassified sources. This form of relief was common to all districts, tho 
largest sums being spont by officers of tho Public Works Department and by tho 
Charitable Fund agency in the districts of Fatchpur, Banda, Hamfrpur, Allahabad, 
Jhansi, Jalaun, Mirzapur, Lucknow, Unao, Eae Bareli, Sitapur, Hardoi, Fyzabad, 
and Sultanpur. In Oudli a far larger sum was spent on clothing for people on 
relief than iu the North-Western Provinces, in relation to tho total charges in each 
province. 

The next most important outlay under this object wns that of Es. 67,5S6-14-5 
ip supplementing tho amount of tho dole granted by the Government to persons on 
the lists of gratuitous relief. Over four-sevenths of this was expended in the district 
of Bdnda ; the rest was priucipally in the districts of Hamfrpur, Basti, Unao, and 
Partdbgarh. In Hamfrpur the dole for children only wu3 increased. The average 
number of recipients at each distribution was 34,91S. 

In providing “comforts" in Government poorhouscs a sum of Es. 30,362-15-9 
was expended. This was mainly in Fatchpur, Banda, Hamfrpur, Jluiusi, Lucknow, 
Kkeri, aud Bara Bauki. The principal charges were for the provision of additional 
food, of which the milk-supply was the most prominent part. Over 46,100 different 
people arc reported to have received this relief. In maintaining poorhouscs before 
and after the period of their maintenance by Government or municipalities, or in 
places where no Government poorhouse wns maintained, a sum of Es. 13,711-9-0 
was spent, most of it in food-supply. Over 15,000 peoplo are reported to have passed 
through the poorhouscs duriug this time, whch was not more than 144 days in any- 
one district. 


Rs. a. p. 

’urclmse of 

othing ... 1,24,925 15 11 
' ts for 

)thing ... 422 7 9 

iplemeut- 
Uov- t 
; ■ n meat 

!e ... . 67,580 14 5 
iu 

o v e r n- 
infc poor* 

oses ... 30,362 15 9 
, id poor- 

uses ... 13,711 9 0 


Other branches of expenditure under this head besides those * already men- 
tioned are these — 


Supplementing Government wage on relief works ... 

Meals for an average of 1,890 children and infirm persons about relief work 
during 108 days ... ... ... ... ... 

Improving the diet of about 15,000 poor patients in hospital (including a sum of 
Its 2,500 expended directly by tbo Oudh Branch in tho Lucknow hospitals), 

Assistance to 2,3G9 wanderers, feeding them till they could reach homo or work 

Distribution of quinine and other febrifuges to over 50,000 persons during the 
Eervcre outbreak of fever at tho close of the rains of 1897 

Miscellaneous expenditure on meals aud food to town children, contribution to a 
charitable refuge, &c. ... ... 


Es. x p. 
200 0 - 0 

■ 1,212 0 7 


1,017 2 O 
1,123 0 3 


1,815 1 o 
2,532 0 7 
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21. The sum of Us. 11,071-0-7 spent upon the maintenance of orphans may be 
thus classified : — 


Expenditure end relict 
under object II. 


(i) Subsidies to orpbanngcs .. ... 

(i!) Construction of orplinnnges ... ... 

(iii) Muintenunce of orphans in Fund orphanages ... 

(iv) Miscellaneous expenses during fntnino ... 

(v) Local payments for permanent maintenance of orphans 


Its. a. p. 
5.G23 10 0 
OGS 3 2 
3, •ISO 4 0 
780 3 5 
G53 5 9 


The bulk of the first head of charge is found in the returns for Agra, Bareilly, 
Allahabad, and Lucknow city, and consists of payments to recognised orphanages to 
help them to meet the charges of the 1,GG3 additional inmates who were adlnitted 
during the famine under such conditions that the usual Government grants could not 
he applied for. The second head of charge consists of two items only, in Allahabad 
and Gorakhpur. The first was a contribution of Rs. 500 to the building fund of a 
newly-started Hindu orphanage ; the other was the cost of constructing au orphanage. 


The third, fourth, and fifth heads appear to consist mainly of payments incurred 
in regard to orphans collected in poorhouses : in some districts theso payments have not 
been kept separate from the other expenditure in such place", but in others the children 
who were permanent residents were kept apart, and the cost of nursing and u com- 
fort mg” 1,523 of them is shown here. 


The last head comprises two local payments only. The amount required for 
the permanent endowment of the orphans now remaining will bo paid by the Com- 
mittee to the Government. It is reported that 5G0 orphans were permanently 
provided for before 31st October 1807, but the number not reported must have been 
far larger than this. As the arrangements were made by the District Officers, the 
District Committees were not generally in a position to mako any report. 

22. The hulk of the expenditure (Rs. 9,SG,3GG-15-5) upon the third of the Expenditure and r« 
objects of the Fund is classified under the head “ money doles to respectable poor for undet ob i cct 
purchase of food.” This relief was given for varying periods in the different districts 
— mostly from 7 to 10 or 11 months, but in ouo for 12 and in another for 13. It has 
not been easy to ascertain the actual number of different families or persons who 
at one time or another were upon tlio lids ; in some districts it has been necessary 
to calculate an average number. Taking the best figures that can be obtained, which 
aggregate 9S,3S0, it any bo said that there wore 100,000 regular recipients of such 
relief; these figures to a considerable extent appear to indicate heads of families, buttho 
number of old men and widows and other solitary poor must also have been large. 

The rates generally varied from one to two rupees per mensem for each adult, with 
an inclination towards the higher limit; in somo cases women received a lower dole 
than men, while the rates for children seldom exceeded half those for adults. Pay- 
ments were made as a rule either fortnightly or monthly ; -only in four of the 
districts where any largo amount was distributed were payments mado at shorter 
interval". The amount thus distributed was Rs. 9,19,200-12-1, or nearly 19 per cent, 
of the total expenditure on relief; tho largest sums were given away in Agra, Cawn- 
porc, Banda, Ilatnfrpur, Allalmbad, Jlifmsi, Jalauu, Mirzapur, Jaunpur, and Luc- 
know, that is to say in tho large cities and in tho areas of acute famine. 

The expenditure on clothing the respectable poor amounts to Rs. 30,4SG-4-2 ; 
of thi= Rs. 3,122-2-0 was given in cash to 3,049 persons to enablo them to buy 
clothe-, while Rs. 27, GG 1-2-2 was expended by District Committees in purchasing 
clothes for distribution. Of this sum Rs. 15,343-4-9 wont to weavers, Rs. 7,033-9-11 
to petty shopkeepers, and Rs. 4,387-3-G to larger dealers. The clothes thus pur- 
chased vere given to 34,SS5 persons. Including tho 3,049 persons who received 
money gifls, G,24S persons who shared in the distribution of clothes from England 
and other Committees, and 1,7GS who received articles purchased by the Provincial 
Committee, the total number of respectable poor persons clothed by the Fund 
amounts to 45,950. 
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and the remainder were distributed after the 31st of October among the poor in' 

Benares city. In Hard cii a sum of Its. 549 was received from the sale of the cloth, 
bat much remained to be sold on 31st October 1897. 

In 15 other districts the assistance given to weavers, petty dealers, and artizans 
of all kinds was by 1 means of simple money gifts, to provide them with materials or 
with tools. Six thousand three hundred and eighty-six persons received such gifts 
to the amount of Rs. 31,519-8-0, An idea of the classes relieved can be obtained 
from the entries Under heading A (ii) of object IV on page 29 in Form B of the 
Statistical Tables. 

Another form of expenditure under this heading is reported from 11 districts, in 
which 3,671 persons whose houses had been destroyed by fire or rain, or had fallen 
into ruin through their poverty, received gifts amounting to Ba. 26,671-8-0 to assist 
them in rebuilding them. The remaining items of expenditure under this head are 
Rs. 15,845-15-8 in valedictory doles to 20,587 persons on their discharge from 
Government relief and Rs. 196-6-0 miscellaneous charges, 

24. The Provincial Committee desires to express its obligations to the District! putrid wort and raports. 
Committees and their almoners for the efficient, manner in which the charitable relief 
operations wore carried on. In particular thanks are due to the gentlemen named 
in the several district reports. These reports are all interesting ; but the .following 
may be specially noticed for various reasons. Those for B&nda (page 94), Hamirpur 
(page 104), and Sultiinpur (page 141) are particularly full and descriptive, and give 
a very good idea of the working of the Fund : that for Bijnor (page 71) gives a 
briof sketch of efficient organization in a district where distress was not severe; that 
for Gorakhpur (page 130) indicates some of the varieties and difficulties of the work. 

The distribution of clothing on relief works is illustrated by the report of Lieutenant 
C. D. Mears (page 45); the necessity of febrifuges after famine is shown in Bareilly 
(page 70) and Pilibhtt (page 85). The treatment of orphans and of neglected 
children in villages is dealt with in the Allahabad report (pages 110 and 111). 

Typical notices of relief by gifts of money to the respectable poor are to be found 
in Moradabad (page 76 ), Fatcbpur (page 93), Lucknow (page 140), and Fyzabad 
(pages 152 and 155). The system of offoriug cotton-spinning work for a wage is 
noticed in Hardoi (page 149). The gifts tp cultiyators are perhaps best described 
< by district officers in Agra (page 52), Muttra (page 57), JSt&wah (page 64), PilibMt 
(page 84), Jhdhsi (page 119), Basti (page 134), and Fyzabad (page 153); in each 
of these accounts there is some noticeable point. The Benares report (page 126) 

‘ te ji s bow weavers were supplied with work ; the Hardoi report (page 148) explains 
the gifts for rebuilding houses. As to the general effect and result of the charity, 
paragraphs in the Agra (page 55), ShdhjahSnpnr (page 82), Pilibhtt (pago 86), 

.Taunpur (page 128), and Basti (page 135) reports may be mentioned, besides 
passages in those accqunts which have been otherwise referred to. 

25. The members of the Provincial Committee present at the final meeting — 
other than Mr. Hose — desire to put on record the great obligation this Committee 
• g unc ] er to Mr. Hose and to Kunwar Parmanand, Rai Bahddur ; to Mr. Hose for 
the ability, energy and unfailing attention to business with which be has, since this 
Committee was formed, performed the duties of its Honorary Secretary, compiled 
statistics, prepared reports and accounts and conducted its correspondence and aided 
the other members of the Committee with his advice ; and to Kunwar Parmanand 
for the devotion to his duties as an Honorary Secretary with which he undertook 
and carried on successfully the business of the Commjttee during the ternporary 
absence in part of August, September and October of Mr. Hose. The work which 
.devolved on the Honorary Secretary was of the most onerous description, and that 
work was cheerfully undertaken and carried put by Mr. Hose in addition to his 
heavy official duties and by Kunwar Parmanand ip addition to his many professional 
engagements. Further the Committee desjres tq pdd ite opinion that without the 
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assistance of Mr. Hose the work of the Committee could not have boon carried to 
a successful conclusion. This Committee also desires to acknowledge the services of 
Mr. Hose as Honorary Secretary of the North-Western Provinces Brandi of this 
Committee and of Mr. L. C. Porter as Honorary Secretary of the Oudli Branch.’ 

JOHN EDGE, 

President of the Provincial Committee , 

24 th January 1898. N.-W. P, and Oudk. 


N.JB .— The final report of the Fond in tho North-.Wcatcrn Provinces 
and Oudh is printed on pages 175 — 177. 
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I. F. C. R. FUND ' FORM B. . N.-W. P. AND OUDH. 

Statement showing details of relief operations from, the commencement up to 31 si October 1897 . 

OBJECT I. 


District. 


8 ] 

9 

10 | 

XI 

Ml 

13 

14 

I5 I 

Ml 

.1? 

18, 

19 

20 ] 

21 

22 

23 

241 

25] 

26 

27 

28 
29| 
30 


31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

30 

31 

38 

39 

40 

41 


Delira Dun 
Muzaflarnagar, 
•Agra 
Muttra 

Farnkbabad ... 

Mainpnri 

Etawali ... 

Etah 

Bareilly 

Bijoor 

Budann 

Moradabad ... 

SbdbjabSnpur. 

Pilibbft 

Cawnpore ... 

Fatobpur „ 

Banda 
Hamfrpur 
Allahabad 
Jbdnsi ... 

Jalaun 
Benares 

Mirzapur M , 

Jaunpur ... 

Gbazipur ... 

Baliia 

Gorakhpur ... 

Basti ... 

Azamgarh ... 

Altnora 

Through officers 
of or attached to 
P. W. D. 

Total N.-W. P. 


Lucknow city... 
Ditto dis- 

trict. 

Unno 
fiao Bareli 
Sitapur 
Ilardoi 

Kberi ... 

Fyzabad 
Gonda 

SnltSnpur ... 

( Partabgarh 
42, Bara Banki 
Through officers 
of or attached to 
P. W. D. 

Total Oudh ... 

Geand Totae... 


A.— Clothing, blankets, &c., to persons in receipt of Government relief, whether in poorliouses, kitchens or outside. 


(«) Belief by gifts of clothing or blankets. 


(ft) Belief by gift 8 
of money to buy 


Number of persons who received 
clothing or blankets — 

Expenditure incurred locally in purchasing clothing or blankets 

[tide (c) supra'}. > 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Number of persons who received money 
to enable them to buy clothing. 

O 
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(a) Sent from England. 

(5) Provided by the Provincial 
Committee. 

(o) Purchased by the District 
Co uiitteo or its almoners. 
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(3) Value of purchases from petty 
shop-keepers. 

(4) Value of purchases from large 
cloth dealers. 
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Es. a. p 



Ks. a. 

P 

Ks. a. 

P- 

Ks. a. p. 


Rs. a. 

P- 

... 


l"332 

1,332 

1,229 5 4 



89113 

4 

... 




... 





521 

388 3 6 

... 


388 3 

6 







.... . 



■ 

874 5 9 



874 5 

9 







... 


193 

M" 

181 14 6 

... 


29 8 

0 

152 6 

G 





06 


296 

U 


... 


„ . 




WQDIiVi: 




869 

... 

372 

1,241 

718 5 1 

300 12 

10 

54 8 

3 

(4)357 0 

m 





... 


G40 

690 

838 9 9 

191 15 

0 


9 







... 

... 

765 

7 Co 

438 14 0 

300 0 

0 

, . 0 


138 14 

0 





... 

... 

137 

137 


102 10 

3 









... 





... 


357 8 

0 

!I( 






... 

86 

2,328 

2,414 

1,410 2 0 

76 0 

0 

1,364 2 

0 
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213 

243 



E 


E 








(1)250 

2,356 


1,569 8 0 

29 5 

6 

281 14 

9 

1,258 3 

9 





... 

... 

2,500 

2,500 



E 

900 0 

E 


0 

... 




1,323 

(112,443 

8,673 

12,439 

5,631 2 3 

1,033 7 

3 


6 


9 

(6)216 5 9 




122 



20,449 

8,628 12 0 

(3)8,628 12 

E 

... 


... 


... 

... 



341 


6,311 

7,352 

3,423 O 6 

• •• 


... 



0 





... 


6,568 

G,GG8 


2,993 8 

ii 

366 10 

IS 



... 




675 

1,572 

2,816 

5,063 


562 9 

9 

1,636 1 

r 

... 






50 

... 

2,168 

2,218 


299 6 

E 


E 

919 2 
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. r - 


150 

C07 

G.022 



... 


... 


6,472 15 
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... 

... 

851 

851 

a : 

359 0 

1 

515 0 

1 



... 


... 


"836 

(i) 45 

2,025 

MSI 


1,155 10 

0 

... 
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297 4 
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Kai 
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L 



... 
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... 

36)534 

36)534 

15,780 7 G 

9,495 10 

3 

1,785~ 11 

3 

4,499 2 



”eoo 

410 8 

0 

3,932 

7,603 

1,02,025 

1,13,5G0 

62,058 0 7 

29,259 11 

9 

12,680 7 

1 


E 

516 5 9 

500 

410 8 

0 

... 


1,573 

BBS; 

1,258 15 9 


0 

231 15 

9 

274 0 

E 





... 

... 

11,321 


1 W 

3,681 0 

Li 


Li 


1 

... 

... 

... 




2,234 

2,231 

3,902 G 2 


0 
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... 

... 

BIB 

£0,217 

15,247 4 5 

15,247 4 

5 
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12,G45 

12,987 

8,322 9 3: 

0,718 8 
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f -s 

1,683 

1,G83 


745 13 

0 

225 5 

1 

432 2 

9 

22 13 3 




... 


4,018 

' 4,618 

2,164 13 3 


9 

420 5 

3 

1,383 15 

3 
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18 

11 15 
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1,422 

1,422 


... 
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3,104 

3,101 
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El 





... 


... 

... 

2,607 

2,607 

2.81C 9 1 


El 

325 8 

5 

1,454 11 

8 


, M . 



... 


1,750 

1,750 

1,714 G 7 

... 


594 14 

6 


920 14 S 

, rf 



... 

... 



10,228 2 9 

9S0 13 

0 


3 

8,717 2 

I 

... 

... 

... 


71 

340 

90,334 

90,945 

59,851 1 1 

33,981 9 

5 

9,996 0 

5 

14,929 11 

6 

943 11 6 

18 

11 15 

9 




2,04,503(2)1,22,509 1 8 

63,241 5 

2 

22,076 7 

6 

35,131 3 

9 

1,460 1 3j 

518 

422 7 

9 


(1) Part of tho clothing still romaining undistributed. 

(2) The Executive Committee spent Its. 2,41 G-14-3 in purchase of the clothing distributed to porsons as in column (5) from mills at 

CnwnpOrc at a cheap rato, and in freight on blankets obtnined from Calcutta. 

(3) Tho greater part of this was spent in purchasing at a fair market rate from Government cloth which had been woven by weavers in 

return for relief, one of thread which also had been spun in return for rcliof afforded by the Government. 

(4) From tho Jail. 

(5) Includes somo purchases from petty shop-keopors. 

(6) Sewing and dyeing charges. 
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Form B. — OBJECT I. — ( continued ). •_ • 

Jj.£— Other expenditure in p oorhou^es or kitchens — ( concluded j. _____ 

(*ii) provision of “ comfo rts ” in Government poorhouses, 

Details of expenditure. _ 1 Details of relief. 
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Eoru B.— OBJECT I- 


(\ — Other expenditure on persona in receipt of Government relief outside poorhouses. 


(u) Supplementing the Government dole in 
gratuitous relief 




V. 




1 (<0 



1 

(c) 



District. 





1 Average 
number per 



Average number for each day. 


to? 


(« 

to 

month or 


(5) 






U-t 

(°) 

Period 

fortnight 

(a) 

Period 






2 £ 

during 


(according as 

Total 

during 


B 

Aged 




s u 
o - 

3. 3 

so expended. 

which it 
was 

payments 

made. 

the dole was 
monthly or 

amount so 
expended. 

which it 
was 

A 

Children. 

C 

Infirm 



§•& 


expended. 

fortnightly) 


expended. 

persons. 

persons. 



m ■& 




of persons 








" 




whose dole 





/ . 



-> 




was increased 







Provinces. 


Rs. a, p. 

Days. 



Bs. 3. p. 

Days. 




1 

Delira Dun 











2 

Muznffarnagnr ... 











3 

Agra 











•1 

Muttra 


,,, 


.. 







G 

Faruklmbad ... 


... 






... 

... 


6 

Mainpuri 


... 

» . , 

... . 




... 

** 


7 

Etawah 





... 

26 4 3 

36 

46 



8 

Etah 



... 



17 2 6 

14 

71 

47 

100 

9 

Bareilly 


... 

.. . 

... 





10 

Bijnor 


... 


... 


... 



••• 

*** • 

11 

12 

Budaun ... 

Moradabad ... 





... 

2 12 0 

“ 30 

3 

... 

1 

13 

Shahjahanpur ... 






... 

... 

... 

••• . 


11 

Pilibhit 








... 



15 

Cawnporo 


... 




... 

... 

... 

.... 

••• 

18 

Fatchpuc 


632 2 0 

154 

10 

213 

... 

... 

... 



17 

18 
19 

Bunda 

Huralrpur 
Allnliabad ... 

J 

.2 

•10 832 16 9 
7,969 3 0 

252 

210 

30 

34 

21,140 
(1) 2,277 

1,380 0 4 

~ 75 

~ 27 

“ 2 

... 

... 

20 

Jhansi 

ta 




... 

... 

... 

... 



21 

22 

Jalaun 

Benares 

a 

... 

, — 

... 

... 

2,699" 2 0 

’”l08 

1,672 

... 

(2)360 

23 

Mirzapur ... 


... 



... 

... 

■ ». 

... 

... 

*%• 

21 

Jaunpur 

*-» 

lls 



*’ 

... 

... 

... 


• •• 

25 

Ghdiipur 







... 

... 

... 

... 

28 

Baliia 

a» 




... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• •• • 

27 

Gorakhpur 

O 




... 


... 

... 

... 

••• . 

28 

Basti 

g. 

9.3G7 3 8 

290 

22 

” 600 

... 

**• 

... 

... 

... 

29 

Azamgarh 


.11 


... 

... 

... 

... 

•V 

30 

Alinora 

O 




... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

••• 

Through officers of 




... 

*** \ 

30 0 0 

31 

"’(3) 

... 

... 


P. W. D. 

>» 

a 

r3 

© 

a 








Total N..W. P. 

a 

a 

£ 

u 

58,701 8 3 

290 

30 

24,236 

*1,155 5 1 

108 

1,819 

49 

467 


Oudh. 

a 

-3 










31 

Lucknow citv 

3 










32 

Ditto district ... 

k 


... 

... 


M. 





33 

34 

Unao 

Kao Bareli 

S'! 

0,120 0 5 

182 

" 20 

0,327 

... 

... 

... ■ 

••• 


33 

Sitapur 




... 

♦ ,H 

... 




• ->« 

38 

37 

Hardoi 

Kheri 


440 0 0 

42 

3 

’" 130 

... 


. - ' 


*.♦ : 

38 

Fyzabad Mi 



... 

... 

... 

... 





30 

Gouda 


*** 


... 

... 






■10 

Sultanpur 


271 12 0 

01 


1G4 

5,055 

.520 

5 

(4) 51 



41 

42 

I’arUtgarh 

Bara Banki 


2,053 9 9 

185 

26 

51 15 6 

22 

120 

... 

••• ! 


Through officers of 



... 

... 

•*. 

... 




.! 


P. W. D. 







... 

... 

... 


••• : 

- 

Total Oudh ... 


8.SS6 0 2 

1S5 

26 

10,032 

57 1 0 

22 

171 

... 

».« 

* 

; 

Geakd Total 

N .• IV. P, akd Ot*mr 


G7.JS0 14 5 

290 

30 

34,918 

•*,212 0 7 

108 

1,990 1 

49 

•167 


(m) Providing meals for children or aged and infirm persons 
about relief woths. 


(1) Government doiea for adults were considered sufficient . i.„, i > 1 T77^ 

( 2 ) I)eWUo?nrn7cLtnvoiUble Ch fton ‘ ^ ^ ”* “ U “ der 12 of “2° wcra ^upplomeutea to the 

(U) DciiiU of person not given, 

W no inter includes persons of all agej. * ' ' ■ ( 
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[concluded). 


D- — Other relief under heading “ Object I”. 


Belief to poor at hospitals, 
i.e., increasing food ration, &c. 

Assistance to wanderers, 
sending them to relief works 
or to their own villages or 
giving them food. 

Purchase and distribution of 
quinine, cinchoua, and other 
medicines. 

Miscellaneous. 

Period 
of ex- 
pendi- 
ture. 

Amount of 
expenditure. 

Number 

of 

persona 

relieved. 

Period of 
expendi- 
ture. 

Amonnt of 
expendi- 
ture. 

Number 

of 

persons 

relieved. 

Period of 
expendi- 
ture. 

Amount of 
expenditure 

Number 

of 

persons 

relieved. 

Period of 
expendi- 
ture. 

Amount of 
expenditure. 

Number 

of 

persons 

relieved. 

Days. 

Its. a. p. 


Days. 

Us. a. p. 


Days. 

Its. a. p. 


Days. 

Its, a. p. 


101 

230 11 3 

4,33G 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

::: 


... 

»•* 

... 



... 

... 

... 


379" 2 0 

4,000 


... 


... 


... 

... 

... 



11 0 0 



... 



... 

... 


0 8 0 

1 




... 



... 



... 

... 

... 

30 

95 4 8 

(2)1000 

... 




COO 0 0 

2,000 

... 


••• 

60 

1,630 15 10 

(2)17,000 

... 

... 


|f . 

... 

... 

14 

34 7 0 

68 


62 0 0 

(2)600 




00 

52 9 9 

65 

... 

... 





... 



,,, 

. « 0 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

221 8 0 

(2)2,000 

... 

••• 


... 

... 

... 



... 

... 


400 0 0 

(2)4,000 





... 

... 

... 


... 

31 

740 6 O 

(2)8,000 


••• 

... 

30 

150 0 0 

203 


... 

••• 

31 

206 O O 

3,072 

• •a 

... 


• M 


... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• f • 

••• 

... 

... 

• •• 

... 

... 

85 

28012 0 

"’733 

... 

... 

... 

... 

••• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

31 

479 10 0 

(2)6,000 

... 

• M 

... 

• •• 

... 


::: 

... 



190* 9 4 

(3)2,000 


• •• 



... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

z 

as. 

... 

... 

... 

«»• 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 




304 

34 12 0 

196 

31 

40 8 8 

593 

... 

... 

... 

• •• 


... 

... 


... 

31 

192 10 6 

(2)2,000 

392 

(3)1,487 10 1 

19,674 

• •• 

1 

... 

• *. 

... 

"l22 

190 "o 0 

”200 

... 

MM 

... 



... 

101 

1,033 5 0 

6,594 

304 

54G 7 0 

1,198 

31 

4,649 11 0 

50,205 

393 


19,674 

... 

... 

... 

75 

100 0 0 

i’,100 

::: 



... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 



(5)50o’ O 0 


• •• 

... 

... 

150 

1 “* ' 

470 15 3 

71 

30 

105 6 0 

6,656 

... 

... 



'211 

483 13 0 

”294 


... 

... 

::: 




;;; 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

(6)520 0 O 

10^300 

211 

4S3 13 0 

294 

150 

576 15 3 

1,171 

30 

165 0 0 

6,656 

... 

1,020 0 0 

10,300 

211 

(1) 

1,517 2 0 

6,888 

804 

1,123 . G 3 

2,369 

31 

4,815 1 0 

66,921 

392 

2,582 0 7 

29,974 


(1) The Oudh Braucli disbursed Its. 2,500 direct for this purpose. The number of persons relieved is probably about 8,000. 

( 2) Estimate. 

(3) Meals to children of the town through Municipal Board members and others, 

(41 Contingent charges. 

(5) Contribution towards permanent charitable refuge. 

(g) Distribution of comforts at Dasehra at Lucknow city among tb poor, 

0 
































Form B. — OBJECT II. 


rj> Expenditure during the fam ine other than that on clothing. 

Nature of expenditure. 


Subsidies to orphanages. 


District. 


North-Western Provinces. 


1 Debra Dun 

2 Mnzaffamagar 

3 -Agra 

•1 Muttra 

5 Farukhabad 

6 Mainp'uri 

7 Etdwah 

8 Etalr 

0 Bareilly 

10 Bijuor 

11 Budaun 

12 Moradabad 

13 Sbakjabanpur 
11 Piliblnt 

10 Cawnporo 
1G Fatolipur 
17 Banda 
IS Harairpur 

19 Allahabad 

20 Jliinai 

21 Jalauu 

22 Benares 

23 Mirzapur 

24 Jaunpur 

25 Gbazipur 

26 Ballia 

27 Gorakhpur 

28 Basti 

29 Azamgarb 

30 Almoru 



Ks. a. p. 


185 2,046 8 0 


Construe- 
tion of 
orphanages. 



Rs. a. p. 


90 733. 0 0 146 


62 132 00 GG 
GO 132 7 3 17G 


Maintenance of orphans in 
Fund Orphanages. 


195 1,300 0 0 300 500 0 0 


... .. ... 4G8 3 2 

3S7 96 13 G 4G 


Rs. a. p. 
54 13 0 


8 0 9 

9 4 6 
35 0 0 


42 

95 10 

9 

52 

15 

75 

1 

0 

248 

245 

70o 

5 

0 

174 


214 G7 12 C 18 

56 50 0 0 51 


Miscellaneous expenses. 



Rs, a. p. 


G7 (3) 22 4 9 6 


(4)G12 14 0 


Total N.-W. Provinces 
Ondh. 


387 4,440 12 9 1,610 368 3 2 245 1,100 15 6 673 67 635 2 9 


31 Lucknow city 

32 Ditto district 

33 Uuao 

31 Uae Bareli 

35 Sitapur 

36 Ilardoi 

37 Khcri 

38 Fyzabad 

39 Gomla 

40 Sultanpur 

41 l’artabgarh 

42 Bara Bauki 


365 1,105 0 0 (1)44 


200 77 13 9 


214 377 10 0 (1)43 

(2)180 1,142 "3 9 (2)100 

"'31 401 12 1 284 

184 389 2 5 64 

"lO 17 ' 8 3 "'lS 


(5)9110 0 
ISO (6)59 0 8 


365 1,182 13 9 53 ■ ... 214 2,328 4 6 509 180 151 0 8 G4 


Ghand 

Ocmi. 


w - p . ASD 387 5.023 10 6 1,063 j068 3 2 215 3,429 4 0 1.1S2 180 786 3 5 


(1) Monthly average. % • 

returns from the district are doubtful, 

(3} Pay of nnrse for orphans in dispensary. 

(4) lncludos Rs. 313-15-1 allowance to Poorhouse Superintendent for looking after comfort of orphans. 
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ORPHANS. 


(tt) Number ot orphans to whom 
clothes were given, and cost 
thereof. 


(***») Belief after tlic famine — 


<«) 


s 

o 

h 

-JJ 

c 

O 

to 

to 

.5 

*3 

rD 

<D 

ll 

£ to 
cs c 

«ta 


w 


p 

J? 

o O 

33 *3 

t- ** 

rt to 
t--° =5 
o-J « 

«23 2 :J3 
^ c s 
o -= s 

■52 = 

3 o 

2 0.0 


79 


79 


79 


295 


28 


323 


(7; 241 
(7) 29 


270 


593 


«-g . 

C >3 « 
2 0-“ 
•5,2 S 
o ■- IS* 




£ ° 5 

t3 tC <0 

£ = o 


H 


fa) 

Number 

of 

orphans 
already 
provided 
for. 


Over 1 andjOver 3 and 
under 3 
jcais. 


Ks. a. p. 


404 5 9 


30 2 0 


434 7 9 


75 14 0 


75 14 0 


610 5 9 


(J) Age of such orphans. 


2 

• M 

30 

*247 


285 


41 

2 

220 

4 




under 6 
jcars 


EH 


i.. 


ii 


10 


8 1 


275 


560 


11 10 


11 


21 


G 33|G0 


7 ,33 


18 43 


GO 


71 


Over 5 and under 

10 3 ears. 

(0 

Over 10 years. 

inn 

w 

rj 

"el 

Females. 

*C* 

O 

H 

tn 

a 

*3 

IH 

s 

*3 

B 

& 

Total. 

m O jr 
§ 






/ 

... 



... 

... 

... 

... 



... 

... 

... 






... 

. 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... Ke 

2 

I 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... | 

... 

... 

;;; 

"* 

”1 

”1 

2 No 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

14 

"io 

"'24 

’”4 

" 1 

5 H 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

■ ■ 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 



... 


... 

... 

04 

59 

123 

53 

41 

94 M 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 



... 

.»• 

... 

... 

... 


... 



... 

... 

... 

... 



... 

... 


... 

... 


... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

* * 

... 





... 


... 

f **• 


... 

... 

... 

... 

»•* 

... 


' , 

80 

72 

152 

68 

43 

a 

14 


14 

27 


27 I 

1 


1 

1 

... 

X 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

M* 

3 "35 


"'88 

*14 

| ”l9 

33 J 


3 

3 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

’"2 

'"l 

3 

i 

... 

2 

"2 

~ 4 

i 1 

1 

33 52 

1 

57 

1 

i 109 

! 

45 

21 

1 

GG 

1 

14 132 

1 

129 

1 

J 2 Cl 

103 

G- 

1G7 


mcnt o£ 


(d) Amonnt 
paid for sucli 
arrangement. 


Rs. a. p. 


Ditto 


(8J250 0 0 


( 0 ) 


cd. 


phauagcs. 


friends. 


poorhouse. 


250 0 0 


403 5 9 


G53 5 9 


(5) Convoying 218 orphans to their homes. 

(0) Mostly establishment charges. 

(.7) Already shown under *' maintenance.” 

(8) Made over to the District Board for expenditure on orphans in the dispensary poorhonse pending final arrangement. 

(9) A sum of Its. 7,G55 (including Rs. 2,50(5 for a building) was paid rut of local subscriptions after 31st Octohor 1S97. 
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6 I Parukhabad 
6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 Budaun 

12 Moradabad 

13 Shahjahaupur 

14 Pilibhft 

15 
10 

17 

18 I Hamfrpnr 

19 | Allahabad 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 Goraltbpur 

28 Basil 

29 Azamgarh 

30 Almora 


Total N.-W. Provinces 

Oudh. 

31 Lucknow city 

32 Ditto district 

33 IJnao 

34 11 no Baroli 

35 

36 


Form B— OBJECT 


A.— Supply of clothing to respectable poor not in receipt of Government 


(i) Relief by gifts of articles of clothing. 


Number of persons who received clothing — 


(•) 

(i) Tho cloth or 

(a) Tho articles articles 
Tho articles being pro- being pur- Total 

being sent vided by tho chased under number of 
from Eng- Provin- tho order persons, 
land. cinl Com- of the District 
mittce. Committee. 


Expenditure in local purchase of clothing. 


<» 

Total expen- 
diture. 


(2) 1,000 



» 1,008 



( 2 ) 

How much of (1) 
was spent ill pur- 
chasing from 
weavers. 


Rs. n. p. Rs. a. p. 


18 1 C 
150 0 0 

ISo’lS 9 


300 0 0 

QOO 1 n 

2,000 0 0 

248 

12,942 7,001 11 7 

1,915" 0 C 
593 0 0 



1,959 0 C 


150 GO 0 0 

71(3 SO 0 0 


05 0 0 

13?’ 9 9 

200*’ 0 0 

800 0 0 

7,001 11 7 

1,003' 8 9 
144 13 9 


30 8 0 



13,118 3 7 10,009 3 10 


0,810 0 1 
1,280 0 0 

292" 15 0 
530 9 0 
292 14 G 
1,300 0 0 
1,739 8 0 


12,245 14 7 


4,037 2 5 
1,034 0 0 


2G2 14 0 


(3) 

How much 
from 

petty shop- 
keepers. 


,r (i) 
How much 

from 

large cloth- 

dealers. 



3,117 3 G 


2,772 13 s ;;; 

40 0 0 200 0 0 

292*13 0 
530 9 0 

30 0 0 

1,739 8° 0° 1 ’ 070 "‘° ° 


5 ’ 331 ° U ' 5 ’«« 13 8 I l,o 70 o o 
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Fomr B. — OBJECT III.— 


' C.— Grain or cooked food doles to respectable poor. 
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• U 





* 


£ 

CJ ° 










G 

U 





-3 


3 

'to 

. 





S>.2 

•3 

g 


District 



y » 

P G 

a 

K 

. O 

a 

& 




.2 a 

s s 

5 

a 

rt 

<U 




p 

'v to 

u & 
StH 

Q 

-*-> 

a 




■g a 

a ° 

6j 

is 

o 




P* o 

* Si 

* « 

< 

3 

<s 





tarj 


> 






o 

1 





North-Western Provinces. 


Days. 





1 

Debra Din... ... ... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

2 

Muzaffarnagar ... 


... 

... 


... 

... 

3 

Agra 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

d 

Muttra ... ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

e 

Farukbabad 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

G 

Maiupuri ... ... ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


7 

- 

Etdwah ... ... 

... 

... 

«<» 

... 

... 

... 

8 

Etab ... ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

9 

Bareilly ... ... ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

10 

Bijnor ... ... ... 

»«• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

11 

Budarin ... ... ... 







12 

Moradabad ... ... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

13 

Shahjabtinpur ... „. 







14 

Pilibhft 






9 

15 

Cawnpore ... 




' 



1G 

Fatebpur ... ... ... 

— 

--t 




... 

17 

18 

Banda 

Hanrii'pur ... 


... 

... 

... 


... 

19 

20 
21 

Allahabad ... 

JhSnsi ... ... 

Jalauu 

... 

210 

3,030 

12 cbbntakg ... 

Daily 

13,379 3 2 
... 

22 

Benares ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

23 

Mirzapur „» ,,, ,,, 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

24 

Jaunpur ... 







25 

Ghdzipur ... ... 


— 



» ». 

... 

2G 

27 

Ballia M , |M 

Gorakhpur ... ... 

... 

*83 

205 

No fixed rate ... 

Da >'y 

258 7,11 

28 

29 

Basti ... 

Azam garb ... 

... 

107 

34 

7 ebbatnks 

•i and 11 days 

219 9 3 

30 

Almora ... ,,, 

... 

■ 

... 

♦»» 

... 

•**’ 


Total N."\V . Provinces 

... 

210 

3,209 

... 


13.857 4 4 


Oudh, 







31 

Lucknow city 







32 

Ditto district 

... 

... 

... 




33 

Unao 

... 

... 

... 

... 


" * 



... 

... 

... 

Mr 


... 

34 

Rno Bareli ... 






... 

35 

Sitapur 

... 

... 

... 

... 



36 

37 

Hardoi 

Kheri 

... 

... 



•« 

... 

... 

38 

Fyzabad 

... 


... 

... 


... 

39 

Gouda 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

40 

Soltanpur 

... 

302 


•1 ekbataks 

Daily 

2,298 14 10 

41 

Partabgarh ' 

... 

01. 

584 

10 to 24 oz. 

Dai, y 

003 8 8 

42 

Bara Banki... 

... 

... 


... 




1 

195 

2 seers each 

Once only 

4s" 8 0 


. ‘ Total Ondb 

... 

302 

2,129 

... 

... 

2,955 15 0 

— 

Gbato Total N.-TV. P. 0 oh 

... 

302 

5,398 

• •• 

... 

10,813 ’ 3 10 
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’—{concluded). 


D. — Monoy doles to respectable poor for purchase of food. 
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S P. 

g O 
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O 

m 

CJ 

ez 
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O 

cw 

K 

© 

to 

n. 

rt 

0 

a o 

CW ^ 


I 

< 

c 

S3 


2 

< — > 


o 


s 

<t 

R 

Days. 


. 


Rb. a. p. 

$ 

S3 

G4 

176 

Rs. 2*0-3 each time ... 

10th April, 2nd, 12th, 22nd 

420 10 0 

5 

a 



and 25th May 1897. 



SO 

79S 

One mum ... ... 

Daily 

2,895 10 9 


335 

3,813 

8 as. to Rs. 2 per month 

Fortnightly ... 

47,151 13 11 

0 

s 

289 

1,41G 

Re. 1 and subsequently 12 as. to adults; 

Ditto 

18,325 9 0 


8 as. and subsequently G as. to children. 



0 

210 

934 

Rs 1 to 2 per lead 

Monthly ... 

7,519 2 3 


304 

440 

„ 2 per mensem for adults and Be. 1 for 

Fortnightly ... 

4,715 1 0 

0 

0 



minors. 




335 

1,665 

„ 1 to 2 per head 

Monthly 

20.G20 0 0 

0 ? 

315 

2,306 

Adults Rs. 2 and Rs 1-8-0, and children 

Weclclv, fortnightly, nnd 

10,350 15 1 

tS 

£ 

Be. 1 and as. 12 per head per mensem. 

monthly. 


m 

270 

1,151 

Its. 2 and Kb. 5 per mensem ; anna 1 per 

Fortnightly ... 

10,224 5 6 

CJ 


diem. 



0 

240 

1,901 

1 Ke., 12 as., and 8 as. 

(n February, March nnd 

19,720 14 3 

tn 

August fortnightly ; in 

O 




other month's monthly. 


O 

335 

900 

4 to G pies daily 

Fortnightly ...• 

9,559 5 9 

u 

CJ 

335 

1,023 

From 2 as. to 11c. 1 

Monthly ... ... 

12,321 3 0 

»P 

| 

273 

3,281 

5 pice to 1 pice a day ... ... 

Weekly 'and fortnightly ... 

25,061 4 0 

O 

335 

1,114 

Nearly Ks 2 per mensem 

Monthly 

14,439 0 0 

CO 

214 

2,5G9 

4 anna to 14 anna per diem ... ... 

Daily and weekly 

30,12] 3 4 

0 

226 

37G 

Adults 9 pies, children G pies per diom 

v ortnight)y ... ... 

6,084 12 3 

> 

a 

225 

5,916 

Ks. 3 to 5 monthly 

Eight times in all ... 

09,205 8 9 

0 

210 

5,387 

„ 1*5-4 per mensem 

Monthly ... 

50,237 2 10 

4J 

270 

13,799 

„ 1-1-8 j. 

Ditto 

1,37,213 C 3 


304 

4,911 

1 pice to 1 anna per diem ... ... 

Weekly 

33,583 12 C 
52,987 10 6 


245 

1,708 

Ks. 2 to 5 

Monthly 

‘i-2 

335 

3,085 

„ 1-12-0 

Ditto ... ... 

18,710 8 0 

T- t u 

273 

2,477 

„ 1-14-7 per mensem 

Fortnightly up to March 

42,GS7 12 0 

CO +> 


and from April monthly. 


tr 

24G 

7,102 

Adults G or 8 as., children 3 or 4 as. 

Weekly 

29,100 4 5 

6 

247 


Ks. 1-12-3 

Monthly ... ..4 

2,537 10 0 

•4-J O 

v> w 

273 

"b,036 

Varying rates ranging from lialf-anna to 

Fortnightly ... ... 

10,130’ 9 10 

-s§ 


1 anna a dnv. 




23G 

3GG 

8 pics to 1 anna a dav * ... 

10 dnys 

1,031 12 8 


315 

438 

1 anna per head per diem ... 

Weekly ... 

2,127 14 11 

& 


... 


... 

... 

03 CJ 






Z 9 






t-4 P* 

335 

75,866 


... 

7,0C,0S7 14 9 

u u 

O t-> 

U-i C 

c & 

3G5 

14,151 

Rs. 2-8-0 and Ks. 3 

Monthly ... 

1,57,200 8 3 

p 

s° 

214 

883 

„ 1-5-0 

Ditto ... ... 

0,420 2 0 

*=:5 

GO 

71G 

Man 5 pice; woman 4 pice ; childten 1 and 

2 pice. 

Weekly 

5,745 14 0 

U 

p- 9 
e p 

390 

1,214 

1 anna a day ... ... 

Fortnightly ... ... 

10,021 11 1 


273 

3G2 

0-1-0 and 0-1-G per day 

Monthly and fortnightly ... 

1.49S 13 0 

^ tn 

180 

1,027 

Rs. 2 a month 

Monthly ... 

10,899 4 10 


3G5 

214 

2SG 

2,740 

1 anna per head per day 

As. 8; as. 12; Rs. 1-4-0; Ks 1-8-0; Ks. 2. 

Fortnightly ... 

Do. and monthly... 

1,590 3 3 
8,700 3 3 

“.2 

§-2 

289 

501 

Rs. 1-4-0 for man ; Ke. 1 for woman ; as. 12 

Do. 

5,770 7 S 

CJ 


for child. 



0 tc 
r. 0 

229 

520 

As. 8 to Ks. 2 

Do or monthly ... 

4,098 4 0 

°% 


60 

Rs. 2 per month ... 

Fortnightly ... 

1,161 6 0 

Ch 

Ks. & p. 


22,520 

... 

% 

2, 13, IIS 13 4 

3,135 1 9 

39G 

98,38G 

... 


9,19,206 12 1 

3,135 1 9 
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IV. 


to profession.-i! workmen. 


(ii) Assistance in providing tools and implements or materials for work to be sold by tbe workers. 


' (a) Nature of employments assisted. 

(i) Number 
of people 
supplied 
with 

materials. 

(c) Cost of 
such materials. 

( d ) Nnmber 
of people 
who receiv- 
ed money 
gifts. 

(e) Amount of 
such gifts. 

... 


Bs. a. p. 


Bs. a. p. 

A petty skop-kcojer ... ... 

... 


1 

10 0 0 

Its. 5 to each of 199 weavers. Bo. 1 to each of 1,1G2 labourers ... 


... 

.1. 

1,361 

2 

2 , 157 " 0 0 

One tailor, ono blacksmith ... ... ... 



25 0 0 

Artizans ... ... ... 

... 


145 

847 0 0 

... 

• •• 

..! 

Artisans 

"' 21 $ 

... 

‘"’ll7 

805 - 0 0 

Weavers, blacksmiths, grocers, greengrocers, curriers, calico printers 
and oilmen. » 

58 0 0 

IOO 

190 OO 

Weavers, greengrocers, calioo-printcrs, oilmen, enrriors, copper 
smiths, cotton-carders, betel-loaf sellers, braid-makers, grain 
parchors, cobblers and lac-sellers. 

••• 

•»* 

2,301 

14,489 8 O 

Artizans ... ... ... 


>«i 

544 

3,280 0 0 

Blacksmiths, carpenters, and weavors ... 

•»« 

... 

... 

... 

539 

3,816 0 O 

... 

... 

•*4 

•H 

Weavers ... ... ... ... 

... 

... 

86 

134 " 0 0 

... 

215 

58 0 0 

5,146 

25,753 8 0 

202 weavers and 45 potty shop-keepers ... ... ... 

• •• 

• •• 

*.« 

”247 

2,807" 0 0 

Weavers, carpenters, and eonfoctioners ... 



83 

476 O O 

Weavers ... ... ... ... 


... 

627 

1,315 O 0 

Weavers ... ... ... ... ... 

... 


11 

38 O (1 

Artizans, blacksmiths, goldsmiths, shoemakers, carpenters, weavers 
and ekka-driyers. 

» 

• (» 

• 

'"272 

1 , 130 " 0 0 

*** 1 

... 

... 

1,240 

5.76G O 0 

... 

215 

58 0 0 

6,386 

31,519 8 0 


a 
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Form B. — OBJECT 


B, — Assistance tows nls rebuilding! 
or repairing of bouses. 


District. 


North-Western Provinces. 


Debra Dun 

Muzaffurnagar 

Agra 

.Muttra 

Fnrukhabad 

liiainpuri 

Etowah 

Etah 

Bareilly 

Bijnor 

Budaun 

Moradabad 

Shakjakanpur 

Piliblut 

Cawnpore 

Fatehpur 

Banda 

H amir pur 

Allahabad 


a 

3 

S3 


> I Jhansi 


Jalauu 

Benares 

Mirzapur 

Jaunpur 

Ghazipur 

Ballia 

Gorakhpur 

Basti 

Azamgarh 

Almora 


C. — Assistance wbero only money grants 


Number of cultivators assisted. 


a 

< 


G 

27 

44 9 


823 

257 

104 

317 


Fire 

Fire 

Fire 


Fire& want 


its. a. p, 


45 0 01 


13 
171 " 


Fire it 

Fire 

Fire 

Fire 


rain 


3,473 12 0 


Total N..1V. Provinces 


Oudh. 


7,077 

2,024 

745 


4,082 0 0 


3 

o 


1,000 


Fire want 
it rain 


Ditto district 


... 


Uaao 


... 


Uuo Hureli • *** 



- 

Sitapur 

42 

Firo 

7ii 0 0 

Hardoi 

... 



Kliori 

1,020 

Fire 

G,7GG 0 0 

Fyzabad 

... 

... 


Qonda 

... 

... 


Suitanpur 

... 

... 


Partabgarh *** 

19 

Fire 

6a 0 0 

Para Banki 

... 

... 



(ii) Detail showing hoiv many for — 


3 3 
"5.2 


a 

5 2 


EUE 

3,210 


2,959 

1,902 

997 

■WIKI 

1,034 

9S0 

G28 

573 

55 

■imtfil 

1 


2,822 

1,507 

1,247 

2,393 

1,970 

410 

2,009 

... 

100 

744 

... 

294 

1,682 

314 

173 

5.2, SO 

2,215 

1,387 

5,031 

2,145 

1,153 

2,319 

1,900 

209 

12,000 

1,000 

900 

50,809 

18,415 

19.451 

21.S30 

2,757 

0,5(4 

41.052 

0,700 

35,093 

10,289 

2,942 

7,347 

mm; 

8,083 

14,881 

14,213 

1.13 1 

9,750 

7,900 

4,342 

3,200 

HISS 

... 

310 

20,321 

135 

20,180 

8,792 

920 

7,572 

5,730 

915 

•1,815 


19,131 8 0 


279,530 


Total Oudh 


Giuw> Total N.-W p 
a™ Oodu 


1,681 


3.G71 


Firo 


[Fire want 
& rain. 


7,540 0 0 


2G,07l 8 0 


1G.320 
0,504 
24, Got) 
4,073 
41,570 
2,435 
0,054 
2,779 
14,802 
7,350 
4,826 


134,531 


414.037 


35 


28 


13 


116 

100 ... , 
G 015 12,2SS| 
2,170 (2)09 
1,503| 

I 

0,250: 


05,333 


14 , 270 . 14,87 


2,000 

13,720 

5,737 

043 

4,737 

17,004 

3,391 

GS2 

D»,8G4 

30,700 

1,110 

1,319 

4,915 

4,109 

1,010 

1,703 

4,549 

9,680 

0,800 

659 

2,973 

1,853 

48,728 

82,841 

14,001 

220,540 


35 


8 


0,059 
S 

(3) ‘i‘,903 
150 
1,105 
1,073 
1,130 

(3) 10,000 

(4) 9,303 
• «« 

(3) 5 215 

3,332 
332 


300. 


•11,291 


(1/184 

... 

... 

... 

1,308 

’"920 

... 

*** 

*457 

184 

1,308 

1,377 

14,4Go| 

16,275 

42,668 













Form B.— OBJECT IV— {concluded). 

n\ p. — Other expenditure under he 

D.-Assistance to cultivators by grants in kind- ' >■ Object IV 


(ii) Seed. 


Nature of expenditure. 


North-Western Provinces. 


1 Dahm Dun 

2 Muzaffarnaga 

3 Agra 

d Muttra 
5 Farnkbabad 
C Maiupuri 

7 Etawab 

8 Etab 

9 Bareilly 

10 Bijnor 

11 Bud inn 

12 Moradabad 

13 Shiihjahanpur 
Id l'ilibhit 

16 Cawnporo 

16 Fatclipur 

17 Banda 

18 Hamirpur 

19 Allahabad 

20 Jbansi 

21 Jalaun 

22 Benares 

23 Mirzapur 
2d Jaunpur 

25 Ghazipur 

26 Ballia 

27 Gorakhpur 

28 Baati 

29 Azamgarh 
20 Almora 



Total N. W. Provinces ... 150 1,500 160 200 Mds. 1,000 500 12,729 0 2 13,761 196 6 0 


31 Lucknow city... 

32 Do. district 

33 Unao ... 

3d Rao Bareli 

35 Sitapur ... 

36 Hardoi 

37 Khcri 

38 Fyzabad ... 

39 Gouda 

10 Sa’tanpur 

11 Pnrtibgarh ... 

12 Bara Banki ... 



299 13 0 598 


346 O O 
1,097 6 6 
1,311 13 3 


11 15 9 
50 0 0 


Total Oudb ... 8 94 ' 4 


3,116 15. 6 


Grand Total N-W.P. and I 153 1.594 

OCDU. J 
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FORM B. 

Miscellaneous Expenditure. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 
1G 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 
2G 

27 

28 

29 

30 


31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
3G 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 


T 


Districts 


Eorth-Wcitern Provinces. 


Dchra Dun 

Muzaffnrnngar 

Agra 

Muttra 

rnroUiabad 

Mainpuri 

Etiwah 

Eta'n 

Bareilly 

Bijnor 

Budaun 

Morodabad 

Sb&hjalianpur 

Pilibhit 

Cawnporo 

Fatebpnr 

Bin da 

Hnmfrpur 

Allahabad 

•Tiiansi 

Jalaun 

Benares 

Mirzapur/ 

.Tnunpur ’ 

Ghazipur 

Ballia 

Gorakhpur 

Basti 

Azamgarh 

Aim ora 


Total N.-W. Provinces 


Oudl. 


Lucknow city 
„ district 
Unao 

Rnc Bareli 

Sitapnr 

Hardoi 

Kberi 

Fyzabad 

Gonda 

Snltnnpnr 

Partabgarh 

Bara Banki 


Total Oudb 


Gbaud Totax. N.-W. P, a;id Otoe 


Office and 
contingent 
expenditure. 


Rs. a. p. 


1 

3 

206 3 
l 5 
1 15 
17 0 
8G 8 
82 1 
336 5 
0 8 


8 9 
0 0 


6 10 6 
111 2 2 
67 11 2 
82 0 8 


882 9 9 
103 2 9 
9G4 8 4 
621 8 0 
4 2 
422 12 
215 12 
324 1 


0 
5 
9 
G 

5 10 0 

273 ‘ 11 4 
71 5 2 
91 7 4 
0 12 0 


4,993 8 3 


12 15 0 
49 4 3 
3 13 0 
1 7 3 
213 15 9 
41 1 G 

120 10 3 


95 8 10 

184" 2 11 
117 14 5 


840 13 2 


Printing. 

Miscellaneous. 

Total 

expenditure. 

Es. a. p. 

Es. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

18 0 

(1)200 '0 0 

203 0 9 

a.* 

.. 

3 0 0 

125 3 0 


331 6 3 

... 

... 

• 4 5 0 

... 

... 

1 15 6 

... 


17 0 0 

... 


8G 8 G 


... 

82 1 6 

... 

... 

336 5 5 


... 

0 8 6 

7" 4 9 


13 15 3 

... 

... 

111 2 2 

... 

... 

67 11 2 

40 8 0 

... 

122 8 8 

,,, 

(2) 121 3 3 

121 3 3 

7 8 0 

... 

890 1 9 

2G 2 0 

... 

134 4 9 

300 8 9 

.. 

1,265 1 1 

50 14 8 

... 

672 G 8 

... 

.. 

4 2 0 

112 8 0 

... 

535 4 5 

79 8 0 


295 4 9 

8 3 0 


332 4 6 

... 


5 10 0 

... 

... 

• »* 

25 0 0 

... 

298 11 4 

71 6 6 

• M 

142 11 8 


... 

91 7 4 



0 12 0 

85G 2 8 

321 3 3 

6,170 14 3 

12 11 6 


25 10 6 

193 2 9 


242 7 0 

... 


3 13 0 

... 


17 3 

... 

... 

213 15 9 

80 0 0 


121 1 6 



120 10 3 

... 

... 

95* 8 10 

... 


184 2 11 



117 14 5 

i 

285 14 3 

... 

1,12G 11 5 

1,142 0 11 

1 

321 3 3 

7,297 9 7 


(2) Carriage of American grain to distributing centres. 

9 















INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 
Provincial Committee of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh. 
Cash Account from the commencement of operations up to 31st October 1897. 



Subrcriptions realized for India generally ... ... ... ... fJ.QOO 0 0 ItemUtanca by 1'rorincUl Committee to Central Committee ... 
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Details of Provincial Committee’s Miscellaneous Expenditure. 



* Nature of expenditure. 

Amount. 


Bs. 

a 

P- 

Bant charges of Executive Committee ... ... ... ... 

13 

2 

0 

Payments to newspapers for advertisements of subscriptions 

445 

2 

0 

Office charges of Executive Committee, postage, stationery, telegrams, 4c. ... 

453 

2 

8 

Salaries of clerks of Executive Committee ... ... ... ... 

911 

l 

3 

Bank charges of North-Western Provinces Branch Committee 

8 

3 

0 

Bank charges of Ondh Branch Committee ... 

5 

4 

0 

Salaries of clerks of Oudh Branch Committee ’ ... ... 

545 

2 

8 

Office hargos of Ondh Branch Committee, *«'*., postage, stationery, telegrams, 4c. ... 

31C 

15 

G 

-Printing charges of Oudh Branch Committee ... 

142 

15 

0 

Total 

2,870 15 11 
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APPENDICES. 


Appendix A.— The Ecsolutious passed and tho names of the members of the 
Committees appointed at the first public meeting (pages 40-43), 

Appendix B. — Circular Letter No. Ill, dated 3rd April 1897 (page 43). 

Appendix C. — Circular Letter No. 176, dated 28th April 1897, directing 
economy (page 43). 

Appendix D. — Eeports of officers of or attached to the Public Works Depart- 
ment regarding tho distribution of clothing to people on relief 
ivories (pages 44-50). 

Appendix E. — District Committees’ Eeports (pages C 0-170). 

Appendix F. — Auditor’s Final Eeport on his examination of District Accounts 
(pages 170-172). 
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,* L!st appended. 


J'fT.tst appended. 


APPENDIX A. 

Copy of Resolutions of Public Meeting at Lucknow on 25th January 1S97. 

1. That His Ilononr Sir Antony MaeDonnell, K.C.S.I., be asked to take the 
chair. 

Proposed by Maharaja Sir Partap Narain Singh, K.C.T.E., of Ajodhya. 
Seconded by Amir-ud-Daula Saiyid-nl-Mulk Mumtaz Jang, Raja Sir Muham- 
mad Amir Hassan Ivhdu Bahddur, K.C.I.E., of Mahmudabad. 

2. Tliat a General Committee for the United Provinces be formed to co-operate 
with that formed in Calcutta, witii the object of supplementing the measures adopted 
by Government for the relief of distress in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh. 

Proposed by Rana Sir Shankar Baksh Singh, K.C.I.E., of Khajurgaon. 

Seconded by Chaudhri Muhammad Azim of Kakraili. 

3. That the following gentlemen* be appointed members of the General Com- 
mittee, 

Proposed by Raja Tasadduk Rasul Khan of Jahangirabad. 

Seconded by Rdja Bahadur Snrpal Singh of Telohi. 

4. That an Executive Committee consisting of the following gentlementf bo 
formed with the object of giving effect to the second Resolution. 

Proposed by J. Deas, Esq., C. S., Judicial Commissioner, Oudh. 

Seconded by Rdja Jagmohan Singh, C.I.E., of Atra Chandapur. 

5. That the thanks of the meeting are due to His Honour the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor and Chief Commissioner for occupying the chair. 

Proposed by Makdraja Sir Partap Narain Singh, K.C.I.E., of Ajodhya. 

Seconded by Rdja Kasim Husain Khan. 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

North-Western Provinces. 

* 

1 . Sir John Edge, Chief Justice, (President), 

2. Honorable Mr. Justice Aikman. 

3. Honorable Mr. Justice Bauerji. 

4. The Commissioner of the Allahabad Division. 

5. Brigadier-General Waterfield (and during bis absence Brigadier-General 

Money). 

6. Honorable Mr. W. E. Cooper. 

7. The Collector of the Allahabad District, 

8. Mr. J. W. Hose, C.S. 

9. Mr. P. E. Elliot. 

10. Honorable K. Aditya Narain Singh of Benares. 

11. The Rdja of Mauda. 

12. Rai Mahabir Parshad Narain Singh Bahadur. 

13. Rai Bahddur Ram Charau Das. 

14. K. Parmanand Chaube. 

15. Saiyid Arnjad Ali Shams-ul-Ulamtu 

(afterwards added! Honorable Mr. Justice Burkitt. 

Oudh. 

1. Mi - . J. Deas, C.S., Judicial Commissioner. 

2. Major-General Corrie Bird (add after - his departure Major-General 

Jennings). 

3. The Commissioner of the Lucknow Division. 

4. The Deputy Commissioner, Lucknow District. 

5. Mr. L. C. Porter, C.S. 

0. Mr. DeGruyther, Barrister-at-Law, 
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7. The Maharaja of Ajodhya. 

S. The Raja of Mahmudabad, 

9. Ran a Sir Shankar Baksh Singh. 

10. Raja Tasadduk Rasul Khan. 

11. Raja Rampal Singh of Kure Sidhouli. 

12. Chaudhri Muhammad Azim. 

13. Honorable Bdbu Sri Ram. 

14. Chaudhri Nasrat Ali. 

15. M. Prag Narain Bhargava. 

General Committee. 

Sir John Edge, Kt., Chief Justice, High Court, Allahabad, President. 
Lieutenant-General Sir Baker Russell, K. C. B. 

Honorable Mr. A. Cadell, C.S.I. 

Honorable Mr. Justice Aikman. 

Honorable Mr. Justice Banerji. 

Right Reverend A. Clifford, Bishop of Lucknow. 

Major-General Corrie Bird. 

Very Reverend Father Damascus, Archbishop of Agra. 

Honorable J. J. D. LaTouche, C.S.I. 

Honorable W. E. Cooper, C.I.E. 

T. Conlan, Esq., Vice-Chancellor, Allahabad University. 

Mr. J. Deas, Judicial Commissioner, Oudli. 

Mr. G. T. Spankic, Additional Judicial Commissioner, Oudli. 

The Commissioner, Allahabad Division. 

The Commissioner, Lucknow Division. 

Brigadier-General Waterfield. 

Mr.’ J. J. Holdsworth. 

Mr. J. Mackinnon. 

His Highness the Nawab of Rdmpur. 

His Highness the Mahdrdja of Benares. 

Rai Bahadur Ldla Nihal Chand. 

1. Nawdb bf Kurnal. 

2. Ldla Nihal Chand, Rai Bahadur. 

Hafiz Shaikh Abdul Karim, Khun Bahadur, C.I.E. 

1. Nawdb Mumtaz-ud-daula Muhammad Faiyaz Ali Khan of Pahasu. 

2. Rai Nathumal Bahddur. 

1. Maulvi Sir Saiyid Ahmad, Kbdn Bahddur, K.C.S.I. 

2. Kunwar Muhammad Luft Ali Khan, Khdn Bahddur. 

3. Haji Muhammad Ismail Khan. 

Seth Lachman Das, C.I.E. 

1. Mahdrdja Mahendra Mahendra Singh Bahddur, C.I.E., of Bhadawar. 

2. Rai Sheo Narain, Bahadur. 

3. Mr. E. John. 

Rdja Udit Narayan Singh of Tirwa. 

1. Rdja Ram Pratap Singh of Mainpuri. 

2. Rdja Narotam Singh of Eka. 

1. Rdja Prabal Pratap Singh of Malbajani. 

2. Haji Hafiz Muhammad Ruhulla Khan. 

1. Rdja Balwant Singh of Awa. 

2. Rdja Khushal Singh of Rajori. 

3. Chaudhri Nur-ullah Khan of Sahawar. 

Pandit Het Ram, C.I.E. 

Rdja Shiam Singh of Tajpur. 

1. Rdja Hari Raj Singh of Kashipnr. 

2. Rdja Jai Kishen Das, Bahddur, C.S.I. 

11 


Sabir anpur. 
Muzaffarnagar. 

Meerut, 

Bulandshahr. 

Aligarb. 

Muttra. 

Agra. 

Farobbabad. 

Mainpuri. 

Etiwali. 

Etah. 

Bareilly. 

Bijnor. 

Moradab3d. 
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Shahjihanpur. 

Pilibhit. 

Fatehpnr. 

Allahabad. 


Jalaun. 

Ilenarcj. 


Jannpur. 

Ghazipur. 

Gorakhpur. 

Basti. 

Azamgarh. 

Lucknow. 


Unao. 

Bae Bareli. 


Eitapur. 


Hardoi. 


Khcri. 

Fyzabad. 


Goada. 


Bahraicb. 


Soltanpur. 


1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

6 . 

1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

4 . 


1 . 

2 . 

1 . 

2 . 

1 . 

2 . 

1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 
1 . 
2 . 
1 . 
2 . 

3 . 

4 . 
1 . 

2 . 

n 

0. 

1 . 
2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

1 . 

2 . 

1 . 

2 . 

r» 

0. 

4 . 

5 . 

1 . 
2 . 
3 . 
1 . 
2 . 

3 . 

4 . 


Rdja Fateh Singh of Pa way an. 

Ldla Jagan'nath, Rai Bahadur. 

Rdja Narpat Singh of Asotimr. 

Rdja Lai Ram Pratab Singh of Mandd. 

Rdja Banspat Singh of Barah. 

Rai Mahabir Prasad Narayau Singh, Bahadur of Baraon. 

Rai Ram Charau Das Bahadur. 

Kuar Permanand. 

Munshi Ram Prasad. 

Rdja Rup Sah of Jagamanpur. 

The Hon’ble Kunwar Aditya Narayau Singh. 

Bdbu Pramoda Das Mittor. 

Munshi Madho Lai. 

Mirza Muhammad Rahmat-ulla Beg, Khdn Bahddur. 

Saiyid Muhammad Mohsin, Khdn Bahddur, Zulkadr. 

Bdbu Gobind Narain Singh. 

Rdja Satrajit Pratab Bahddur Sahi of Tamkuhi. 

Saiyid Wajid Ali Shah. 

Rdja Lai Narendra Bahddur Pal of Mahason. 

Lai Ratau Sen Singh of Bansi. 

Rdja Muhammad Salamat Khan of Azamgarh. 

Bdbu Damodar Das of Azmatgarh. 

Prince Mirza Sulaiman Kadr. 

Kunwar Harnam Singh Ahluwalia, C.I.E. 

Mirza Muhammad Abbas, Khan Bahddur. 

Rdja Indra Bikram Singh of Itaunda. 

Ldla Bishambhar Nath. 

Mahant Har Charau Das of Maswasi. 

Ldla Kedar Nath of Maura wan. 

Rdja Bahddur Surpal Singh of Tilohi. 

Rdna Sir Shankar Bakhsh Singh, K.C.I.E. of Khajurgaon. 

Rdja Rampal Singh of Kurre-Sidlmuli. 

Rdja Jagmohan Singh, C.I.E., of Atra Chaudapur, 

Amir-ud-daula Saiyid-ul-Mulk Mumtaz Jang, Rdja Sir Muhammad Auiir 
Hasan Khan, Khdn Bahddur, K.C.I.E. of Mahmudabad. 

Mirza Muhammad Ali Beg of Aurangabad. 

Honorable Seth Raghubar Dayal. 

Ckaudkri Muhammad Azim of Kakrauli. 

Thdkur Mahdraj Singh of Atwa Nasirpur. 

Chaudhri Nasrat Ali, Khdn Bahddur. 

KunWar Durga Parshad of Sarwan. 

Thdkur Balbhaddar Singh of Mahewa. 

Mr. L. Hearsay, Manager for the Rdni of Khairagarh. 

Mahdrdja Sir Pratab Narayau Singh, K.C.I.E. of Ajudhia. 

Saiyid Abu Jafar. 

Mir Muhammad Askari of Pirpur. 

Babu Gokul Chand. 

Honorable Babu Sri Ram, Rai Bahadur. 

Rdja Muzaffar Ali Khan of Utraula. 

Lai Raghuraj Singh, of Mankapur. 

Mr. T. Innes, Manager, Balrdmpur Estate. 

Rdja Udai Pratab Singh, Bahddur, , C.S.I, of Bhinga. 

Rdja Jang Bahadur Khan, C.I.E. of Nanpara. 

Rdja Bhupeudra Bikram Singh, of Piagpur, C.I.E. 

Mr. "Wood, Manager, Kapurthala Estate. 

Rdja Bhagwan Bakhsh Singh of Amethi. 
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1. Bdja Pratab Bahddur Singh of Tiraul. 

2. The Hon’ble Edja Edmpal Singh of Kalakankar. 

3. Captain Chapman. 

1. Edja Tasadduq Easul Khan of Jahangirabad. 

2. Eae Narayan Balli. 

3. Mir Buniad Husain of Bhanman. 

4. Shaikh Inayat-ullah of Saidanpur. 

5. Shaikh Naushad Ali Khan of Maila. 


APPENDIX B. 

I am directed to inform your committee that the North-Western Provinces 
Brauch Committee has received applications from certain Missionary and other 
religious bodies for assistance from the Famine Belief Fund for the support of 
orphans in institutions managed by such bodies. The Branch Committee obviously 
lias not information before it to enable it to decide whether assistance should be given 
from the Famine Fund in the particular cases. It has hitherto referred such appli- 
cants to the local committees of the districts. The District Committees, having local 
knowledge, are in a position to judge whether such assistance should be given from 
the Fund and they should in each case decide on the merits of each application. As 
the subscribers to the Fund are members of various religious denominations it is 
obvious that it could not have been their intention that any portion of it should be 
devoted to the maintenance of any particular denominational institution. It may, 
however, happen that such institutions may have under their charge, with the sanc- 
tion of the district authorities, orphans for whom no other provision could be made 
and for the feeding and clothing of whom the institution without assistance is unable 
to provide. The Committee thinks that such cases should be taken into considera- 
tion by the District Committees which can in their discretion make contributions to 
such institutions in' their districts whilst at the same time taking care that any contri- 
butions from the Famine Fund are devoted strictly to the object of preserving the 
life of the orphans and not to the support of religious institutions as such. 


APPENDIX C. 

I am directed by the President of the Committee to ask you to communicate to 
the Local Committee of your district the following remarks, which are in accordance 
with suggestions made by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor for the guidance of 
all Local Committees. 

2. Tho Executive Committee' has until recently been making allotments to 
districts, intimating generally that it intended the sums remitted to bo used for the 
purposes of distributing food and clothing to distressed persons, that is to say, for 
the adminstration of relief under the first three objects of the Fund as detailed in the 
enclosure of my letter No. 9, dated the 5tli of February 1S97. It may be expedient 
to remined Local Committees that it is not intended that the operations of the Fund 
should extend so far as to relieve the Government of the expenditure which had been 
undertaken by it for the maintenance of life. It was designed that the funds of the 
Committee should be devoted to providing small additions to the Government relief, 
where necessary, and to affording assistance to respectable poor who were suffering 
privations. It was therefore not to be understood that the receipt of an allotment 
from the Committee should be immediately followed by a reduction in the amount 
of legitimate Government expenditure in the districts. 

3. It is important to boar this in mind as economy in disbursement is essential. 
The Executive Committee, in giving a general indication of the objects to which 
it intended its allotments to be applied, did not desire to fetter the discretion of tho 
District Committees in the actual disbursement of the funds. District Committees 
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Bar* Banlci. 


Circular lotlor no. Ill, 
dated 3rd April 1897. 


Circular lettor no. 176 
dated 28th April 1897 
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themselves. Occasionally' some delay occurred owing to the weavers not having 
sufficient cloth ready, and it was considered better to wait till they had weaved more 
cloth than to purchase it from the regular cloth merchants. The distributing officers 
found it far from a pleasant task giving out the cloth, as women mobbed them to 
get it, and frequently divested themselves of most of their garments to show how 
they needed it. The operations extended over a period of six months from March 
to August, and the distribution was made at irregular intervals. 

J. HEINIG' 


1. All the chaddars and dhotis distributed by me were purchased in Allaha- 
bad city, no weavers being able to supply me in my section- I bought two lotB 
however of coloured chaddars from a weaver of the name of Bamzan, living near 
the 8th Bengal Cavalry Lines, Allahabad. 

2. My method of distribution was as follows On going round the tanks 1 used 
to pick out those poor men or women whose clothes were in the worst rags, have their 
names written down as I went along, and then that evening or the next day they 
would be brought to my camp by a special mate along with this list. Chaddars 

dhotis would be distributed by me, whilst the small children they brought with 
would be given Swiss Milk, Mellin’s Food and biscuits. Before they left, their 
•ags were burnt by my sweeper to ensure, if possible, their new clothes being, 
by them and not sold. 

8. The only time I ever took chaddars to a tank there was a tremendous uproar 
I was surrounded and practically driven from the place by a crowd of semi-nude 1 
nen. Most of the women on the spot had divested themselves of nearly all their 
:hing, hiding the same under baskets or bushes. Two women followed me at a hard 
trot for li miles along the kachcha road begging, for a chaddar — needless to say ' 
they got it in the end. 

4. Latterly I became so well known as a distributor of chaddars , that on my 
appearance on a tank the women would throw any old rag round them to hide more’ 
decent clothing that they might be wearing. 

5. My camp too was always surrounded by applicants from neighbouring villages. 
I had some pink chaddars that were much appreciated j the’ applicants quarrelling 
amongst themselves for the possession of such a prize, 

C. D. MEAES, 


The Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund, through Mr. C. 6. Palmer, 
my Superiutending Engineer of Famine Belief Works, forwarded Es. 1,000 to me. I 
was told that the money was mainly to be expended on clothing and in any other 
way I might think necessary. The cloth was bought locally from men going to the 
bazars at liaraon-Eheri, and the purchases were simply ready-money undertakings. 
I then went to the various works and distributed the chaddars and cloth, seeing 
that the old clothes wore burnt. This I also did at the head hospital at Karaon, and 
the children in the hospital were especially looked after. When going on inspection 
duty I saw many going' to 1 belief works, who in my opinion' were fit objects for charity,- 
as the Brahmins especially would sell all’ that they possessed, and then, after having, 
lived on the proceeds, would go on the relief works in' a Very' weak condition. To 1 
these I always gave something in order that thoy might buy food and not have to' 
wait for the “ general distribution to new-comers ” which took place at stated hours, 
When in camp, children in various stages of emaciation would come and stay the 
whole day near at hand, and although ordered and often- conducted to the works’ 
would return. For these I always had some boiled rice and chapatlis and my 
head, servant was ordered to feed them, which he generally did in my presence;- 

12 : 


Special Circle Jot 
Famine Jielief TVorkt 
under C. G. Fainter, Fig., 
Superintending Engineer 

ALLAHABAD 
DISTRICT. 
Report fromLt. C. D. 
Hears, 8th B. C., Sec- 
tional Officer, Jasra. 


Report Toy Lt. R. S 
Morris, Sectional Offic 
Meja Road. 



Report, dated 3rdy Sep- 
tember 1897, by Lt. W. 
II. Banbury, R.E., Sec- 
tional Officer, Meja Road. 
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The khichri system, which I hear was afterwards- adopted on the relief works, 
was not then in vogue, as I was invalided into Allahabad on, the 3rd April last. 
The whole system of this charitable relief was very much (in the months of 
February and March) in the hands, of thesection officers, and I thought that in seeing 
to the needs of the many cases of want by an actual distribution of money would 
relieve many from the exhaustion necessary in waiting fo r the free distribution of grain 
which was ordered by Government, but which the naib tahsllddrs carried out in 
their own time, unless some one in authority was on the spot to see the orders of Gov- 
ernment enforced. This of course was well nigh impossible, as I bad a large district 
in my ebaTge, and could only be at the centres where new-comers were taken on 
(the open charges) now and again. 

There was little of actual accounts kept by me, as my time was fully occu- 
pied in going round the works, as either the inspection of the works or the clerical 
work in my own tent had to be decided, and I considered it more for the public good 
to do the inspection and did as little clerical work as possible. 

It. L. MORRIS. 


Amount . — Cheque for Rs. 700 received from C. G. Palmer, Esquire, together 
with 49* stained chaddara. The latter are not included in these accounts ; they were 
distributed at Karaon on May 25th. 

Distribution . — About Rs. 100 worth of clothes were distributed in May. I 
preferred however to wait till after the rains broke, when it could be found who 
were the really poor. 


Cloth . — The cloth distributed was purchased from wholesale cloth merchants at 
Allahabad. The money would have been more charitably expended had I given the 
contract to petty weavers, but I had no time to give to the matter. 

Details of distribution. — (a) All the cloth was distributed before me, with the 
exception of that given out on August, 31st and September 2nd 1897 at Basehra, 
which was done under the supervision of Munshi Muhammad Hadi, Visiting 
Inspector. 


(b) The number of people shown as receiving clothes are as were actually coun- 
ted, with the exception of the distribution at Karaon on May 23rd and the numbers 
shown for that are very fairly approximate— if anything rather under than over the 
truth, as the hospital contained about 250 inmates, and all received clothes. 

(c) The lengths of cloth in each thdn were marked as follows 


1 than gar ha @Rs. 2 1-1 0 contained 22 yard,. 

1 i, i> @,,3 0 0 „ 244 „ 

1 „ mark in @ „ 4 6 0 „ from 374 to 38 yards. 


"Women and girls were given markin throughout, except the last two distribu- 
tions, when all this quality cloth had been expended. A woman’s chaddar was 5 
yards approximate, sometimes 7 and sometimes 8 chaddara being cut from a markin 
h n containing 38 yards. Thus a woman’s chaddar cost 10 annas at the 
outs.de. A girls chaddar was 4 yards markin approximate, thus costing 8 


A man. s dhch was 4 yards, thus costing 
A grade I boy’s dhoti was 3£ yards, thus costing 
II child ’s dhoti was 21 
III 

iv 


“• ^ „ 
...5 „ 

Was » j) „ ... 3 

" was 1 yard or any scrap, thus costing 2 

on anoS^aubscripUoa ‘ Q th °“ anner donoiQ «“• Fatahpur district, and were pare of a distribi 
8-9-97. 


J) 

)) 

J) 


» 

)) 


» 

)) 
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(d) The number of thdns purchased was as follows 

No. o£ Bs. 2-14-0 garha thans containing 22 yards cueli=57, total yards ... 1,254 

„ of Bs. 3-0-0 „ „ „ 241 » = 41, „ ... 1,004 

„ of Bs. 4 6-0 marhin „ „ 38 „ „ = 86, „ ... 3,268 

Total number of yards ... 5,526 


Number of people clothed — 

269 men @ 4 yards each ... ... 




Yards. 

1,036 

635 women @ 5 yards cich .... ... 


... 

... 

2,675 

96 girls @ 4 yards each 



... 

396 

165 Grado 1 children @ 3$ yards each ... 

• •• 

... 


543 

167 „ II „ @24 „ „ ... 


... 

... 

417 

117 „ III „ @ 14 n a ... 


... 

... 

175 

, 16 ,, IV „ @1 „ ,, ... 

... 

... 

fM 

16 



Total 

... 

5,258 


The apparent loss of 268 yards, amounting to just five per cent, of the total amount, 
is due to the following facts : — (a) Markin thdne were not quite up to 38 yards. 

(b) Womens’ chaddars were often, especially at the beginning, 51 yards long. 

(c) Scraps of cloth were given to children in arms, not being always counted. 
(cZ) Girls who should only have got 4 yards often got 5 yards, a small woman’s 
dhoti. 

The whole distribution was completed on the evening of September 2nd, 1897. 

W. H. BUNBURRY. 


Rs. a. p. 

Amount received ... ... 1,000 0 0 

„ expended by the 2lst August 1SD7 ... 955 9 0 


* Balance in hand 


44 7 0 


BANDA DISTRICT- 

Bcport, dated 21st 
Augnst 1897, by Captain 
A. D. C. Pond, 5th Bengal 
Light Infantrv Sectional 
Officer, Badouss. 


1. The cloth distributed consisted of ordinary marhin and garha and mota 
dootia. The marhin was found to bo too expensive and therefore after a few pur- 
chases garha and mota doolia was invariably purchased. The cloth was obtained 
from the weavers in villages of theBadausa tahsil, who were in a very distressed con- 
dition. It is a strong, roughly woven, native cloth, aud is worn by all the poorer 
classes. T. c cloths averaged about 4J yards, which is about the size generally in use 
in this part of the country. Some were larger than others, but it is impossible to 
give exact lengths. I have taken the average, and in distributing always saw that a 
big woman or girl got a sufficient length. 

2. Altogether 1,513 cloths were distributed. Of these 250 were cut into lengths 
to provide clothing for the bigger girls. That makes about 1,263 women and 500 
girls who received charitable relief. I gave none to men, as they can work and so 
clothe themselves. Thus it will be seen some 1,763 poor women and girls received 
clothing. I take it that men never were intended to be clothed by the Relief Fund. 
At least that was what I understood. 

3. The method adopted for a fair distribution was to ride over the works, and 
when one saw a bad case, to give a ticket, numbered and initialled with directions to 
present it at a certain hour at the godown in exchange for a cloth. Tin’s invariably 
was carried out under my personal supervision. The tickets were taken as vouchers 
and destroyed on issue of a cloth so that they should not be again used. Many 
simple frauds were attempted, such as picking up any stray piece of paper and pre- 
senting it at the godown. All of course were detected at once. Women again would 
often tear their tickets in half and give one-half to a less fortunate sister, in the hope 


* Afterwards expended by the District Surveyor. 
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Report, .dated 24th 
.August 1897, by K. M- 
Thompson, Esq., Sub-En- 
gineer, District .-Surveyor, 
uBiSnda. 


•HAMIRPUR 

DISTRICT. 

Report by A, Cuerden, 
Esq , District Surveyor, 
H amir pur* 


During my sby at Ha- 
inirpur 1 learnt that Mrs. 
Cuerden devoted a great 
deal of time to supervising 
the making of the child- 
rens’ coats and their dis- 
tribution. 

ISd.) C. Ch. PALMER. 


JHANSI DISTRICT. 

Report by H. C. Battie, 
Esq., Executive Ei.igriter, 
Jhansfc 


,te she too migst gets ML Thi S i 8 o M .of tta iaoide 

on, butspoce fotbida me. The people were most grateful end miny wc the blessings 
called down on the geuorous donors of the cloth. 


Ann prvNm 


The first lot of dhotis were of gasi cloth, purchased from loca weavers- 
(torn end juluh.,), but often . while ft was found tbot the 

was .very limited, so much so that from the 26th March to the 30th Aprd 1897 only 

832 dhotis had been purchased at a cost of Bs. 588-7-9, leaving a sum o s. , 

unexpeuded still in baud. Ou this account it was decided, with the concurrence of 
Mr. Palmer, to purchase a coarse description of longclotb in addition to the country 
gasi cloth. This was done, and the work of purchasing and distributing progressed 
more satisfactorily. The total sum of Rs. 2,000 was spoilt by 31st May 1897. 

2. The dhotis were mado up in pieces measuring about S to 9 cubits long and 
one yard wide. This was considered a very suitable size, being a little in excoaa of 
what women of the poorer classos purchase for themselves. 

3, The cloth was dyed with Multdni matti, which produces a salmon colour 
fading off after a litle wear. 


4. A total number of 2,799 dhotis were made up with the cloth purchased. 
These were given to the poorest men aud women on tho several Pam i no Belief 
Works in the BAnda district. A few dhotis ■ were cut in two and given to children 
who were obviously in need of a new covering. A certain number was reserved for 
the sick in hospitals. 

5. The distribution was effected through Famine Relief Works officials, vis., 
Visitiug Inspectors aud Naib Tahsildras, who willingly undertook the duty and. 
carried out tho work very satisfactorily. The gifts wero very thankfully received.' 
by the people ; the only difficulty was to select those who were most in need of a now 
cloth, because after a while the old meu aud women wont about wearing next to • 
nothing, with tho object of attracting the attention of the distributing officers. 
However with care and a little secrecy this difficulty was got ovor. Tho persons 
selected were quietly told to attend tho naib’s camp, where they wore given new 
dhotis aud their rags taken and burnt. 

R. M. THOMPSON. 


One thousand rupees were received, aud out of this sum 1,442 chaddars 
and 217 coats were purchased, aud distributed. 

2. Only country-made cloth was purchased from tho local weavers, and the 
coats were made up by lodal tailors, who were all thereby assisted. 

3. The cloth was purchased in thdns or pieces, and these wero divided up 
into suitable lengths for chaddars and out of the remants which were too short 
or too narrow for making into chaddars 217 childrens’ coats were made. 

4. The clothing was equally divided aud sent to all the Famine Relief Works 
iu the district, and was there distributed to the people by the first Eurcpeu officer 
who visited the work after the arrival of the clothes. 

5. The clothiag was given chiefly to women and' to- children- who were in most- 
need, of it, and by whom it was much appreciated; 

A. CUERDEN. 


. Altogeiheb 806 thdns oigarha cloth wero purchased from a. contractor in: 
nsi at a cost of Rs. 1,000 and sent out into the district to the sectional officors for 
the Mau-Tikamgarh road, Dhwaker tank,. Gurserai-Sarduajun. road, and. the-Gur- 
serai-Moth road, Jhdnsi district.. 
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2. E ight hund red and thirt y-four persons "who were badly off for covering 
were thus reclothed. Their old tattered and dirty chaddars were taken away and 
burnt before they left the works. 

R. C. BATTIE. 


The whole of the purchases were made from small local dealers or from asso- 
ciated hand-weavers, and practically the whole of the money gave employment to 
village hand-weavers, who have suffered from want of employment for some time 
past. . 

2. The sum of Rs. 1,000 distributed in|Jalaun district gave assistance in clothing 
to 1,794 persons, as well as employment to village hand-weavers. The women receivod 
chaddars which almost completely clothed them, and the men and boys received 
dhotis sufficiently large for decency and some comfort. All distribution was dons 
by Randit Kulanand, Rai Bahadur, himself, or by some officer connected with the 
Public Works Department relief works. Men and women who had been seen on the 
works for some days in very tattered clothing (often mere rags) were selected by the 
distributing officer and given a ticket, which entitled them to receive a chaddar or 
dhoti, as the case might be, from the stock placed in the godown of that work. Big 
girls, many of whom were almost naked, got the same clothing as women. 

3. The cloth w as of a very coarse quality, which is only worn by the poorest among 
the people, and is not easily saleable to any others. So iar as can bo learned, it has 
all been taken into regular wear by tho recipients. In every case the change of 
clothing was made on' the spot, and the old clothes collected and burnt on the spot. 

C. G. PALMER. 


Account of Ldla Khushwakt Rai, Vice-Chairman, Municipal Board, Fatehpur 
. district, to the 35th of August 1897. Received from C. G. Palmer, Esq., for 
purchase of clothing — Rs. 994-12-0.; 


Expenditure. 

Number. (Kinds of clothing. 


804 Dhotis, ~ nTOiago rate 2 , ... 

666 Chaddars, ditto 


Rato. 

Rs. a. p. 1 
,0 9 6 
0 12 9 j 


Amount., 
7,Rs.) a.jfp. 
' t 474 lOiOJ 
520 2 0 


Total 994 12 0 


Distribution. 

Kinds of clothing.] 


Mens’ dhotis (E0 of them being remade np into 135 smaller ones) 849 

Womens’ chaddars of 5J yards each ... ... ... ... , G5G ... 

All the chaddars and dhotis were purchased from local hand-weavers, and the 
money laid out in this way gave employment to distressed hand-weavers in addition 
to clothing 849 men and 656 women. Altogether 1,505 persons were assisted with 
clothing for this sum of Rs. 994-12-0. 

2. All chaddars and dhotis were dyed yellow, in the hope that being thus 
marked as charity clothing they would not be readily saleable. The dye however 
is not a permanent one, and will have washed or faded out by the time the cloth has 
become unmistakeably “ used,” when it will no longer be saleable. So far as can be 
learned the clothing has all been used by the recipients and not sold. 

3. Some octroi dues were chargeable on the clothing distributed at a relief work 
in Fatehpur town v and these were paid by Liila Khushwakt Rai from his own 

funds. 


Distributed to — > 


Mon. Women. Children. 


4. In the distribution of chaddars at Bhifaura a scramble took place among the 
women there, and they seized upon 56 sheets which had not been intended for that 
work. In consideration of the women who snatched the sheets being very ragged 
and fit objects of charity, Ldla Khushwakt Rai allowed them to retain their plunder, 

13 


JALAUN DISTRICT.! 

Report of distribution 
mode by PanditKnlao&nd,) 
\R*i BahSdur, District Sur- 
veyor, .Tuition. 


FATEHPUR 

DISTRICT. 

Report of the distribu- 
tion msdo by Mu Khnih- 
vrntt Rni, Vico-Cbdir- 
mnn, Municipal Board, 

Fntclipur. v 


i 
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CAWNPORE 

DISTRICT. 

Bflpdrt, dated 29th Au- 
gtut 1897, by Mr. J. E. 
Murphy, District Engineer, 
Ctwnpore. 


_1—DEHRA3DDK. 
Cbairman'a letter no. 265, 
dated 5th November 1897. 
Receipt no. 951. 


and took no action in the matter, but replaced the chaddars snatched away by. othera 
purchased at his own expense.. 


n o. PAT.instP 


I HAD received Rs. 1,000 from Mr. Palmer, Additional Superintending En- 
gineer, Famine.Relief Works, in five cheques of Rs. 200 each, with his letter dated 21st 
March 1897, for the purpose of purchasing lOcttlly-madei chaddars , and distributing 
the same to women on the relief works that were in fags. After tho harvest, people did 
not crowd to the relief works, so I returned Rs. 800,' and out of tho Rs. 200 in hand X 
purohased Rs. 109-8-0 worth of chaddars which were distributed to 220 women 


Oh the 25£h March 1 made the first distribution myself at Chakery on the Abir- 
wan-Narainpur road. I had all the gangs squatted, about 3,000 people in all, men one 
side, women and children the other. The chaddars I carried in my trap, and a sweeper 
was in attendance to receive the old clothing. The first woman I saw in rag3 
was rather a youngish one. I ordered a Brdbruin peon to throw a new chaddar over 
her, and asked her to shake off her rags. The men looked daggers, the women 
knives ; but when a few old dames were as generously treated, the blessings of all 
poured out on our generous Majesty the Queen-Empress, and it was amusing to seo 
how some old creatures that did not get a chaddar vanished from say gang No. 2 to 
gang No. 16, in hopes of doing me; but it was no go. The officials told me that if I 
went there next day mostly all the women would appear in rags, and I was given 
to believe they did. 


After this I sent a bundle of chaddars to Captain Stuart, but he did not distribute 
them. I sent this bundle to Mr. Phillips, Visiting Inspector, and be distributed tho 
contents to the women at Sarh. Later on T sent the balance of what I had to Mu- 
hammad Ishaq, Officer-in-chargo at Sarh, and he distributed them in company with 
Mr. Hurst, Work Agent, aud I am confident the clothing was distributed honestly. 

I must add that I had none of the chaddars dyed. I wanted the women to see 
that they were really getting good stuff. 

J. E. MURPHY. 


APPENDIX E. 


District Reports. 

The only area in which there has been distress is the southern khatts 
of pargana Jaunsdr-Bdwar, above Kalsi, aud in the Jumna and Tons valleys. 

This area is made up of a collection of steep mountains rising from 2 00p to 
7,000 feet above the sea and traversed only by village footpaths, impracticable oven 
for mules. The chief crops grown are rice, tor, mandua, wheat, barley, ginger 
amaranthus, urd, gagti,' and turmeric, ° ’ 

The people are clustered iu self-supporting village communities of 'small pro- 
prietors and their dependants. They support themselves chiefly by the sale of sheep" 
turmeric, chillies, ginger, and other hill produce. 

A meeting of the residents of the Dun was called on the 2nd April and the 

following were chosen as the District Committee : * 

1. Mr. E. Giles, C.S., Chairman. 


2 . 

3. 


4. 

5. 

6 . 
i. 
8 . 


Dehra Dim Sub-committee. 
Lala Ajit Pershad. g 

„ Baldeo Singh. 10 

Colonel Gore, R.E. n 

Lala Jagnmandcr Das. 12 

Babu Jyotis Swarup. 13 

Rev. W. Morrison. 14 

Brigade-Surgeon-Lieut.-Col. Murphy. 


Khan Nnjaf Ali Khan. 

J-Y T . Oliver, 
Mahaut Pravag Das. 
Raja Ranbir Singh, 
Clmudhri Sliib Ram. 
Mx% H. D. \ ansittart. 
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t 


15 . 

16 . 
17 . 


21 . 

22 . 


Mussooric Sub-comifiiitee. 


Mr. C. Fitch. 

„ V. MacKinnon. 
„ W. J. Smith. 


18. Rev. H. d. Sptirig. 

19. ' „ A. StokeB. 

20. Pandit Auand Narain. 


tikakkdla, Sub-cornmiUee. 

Captain G. B. fc/rawiey. I 23. Lala Kewal Rain. 

Mr. E. A Moir. I 


24. Mr, T. A. H. Way, C.S., Secretary. 

The following statement shows the crops obtained in the pargana during the 
three year's preceding the cold weather of 1896-97 : — 

Siatemeni showing the outturn of crops. 


i 

District. 

Tabsil. 

Crops. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1890. 




Kharif crops. 




r 

Rico 

18 

15 

16 

12 



Indian corn ... 

15 

15 

16 

12 


1 

Cotton 

10 

10 

12 

8 



XJrd and mung 

15 

14 

8 

S 


1 

Mandua ... 

16 

15 

12 

10 


1 

Kangni 

18 

15 

6 

8 


l 

Chofar 

ao 

3 

6 

8 

Dchra Dun 

Ckakrata ... *1 

Soldi 

18 

15 

12 

12 



Ginger 

18 

15 

12 

12 


1 


Halt 

crops. 



* 

1 

Wheat 

15 

15 

12 

6 to 8 


1 

Barley 

12 

11 

10 

6 to 8 


h 

Masur 

15 

9 

14 

6 to & 


The hharif crops of 1896 were affected by scanty rainfall in the southern kliatts 
where in some villages they almost entirely failed. The crops in upper khatts 
were good. 


The rabi harvest of 1897 was a good one. 

Expenditure has been chiefly under object III. Rupees 420-10-0 were distributed 
by the Assistant Superintendent of Jau astir, chiefly in cash and sometimes in grain, 
while on tour in the interior of the pargana. 


Rupees 232-11-3 were spent by the Civil Surgeon of Debra in doles of food 
distributed at the dispensary to distressed persons — from 27th March to 15th July. 

Rupees 200 were voted to the Debra Leper Asylum, the financial condition of 
which had suffered from the rise of prices due to the famine. 

There is a balance of *Rs. 1,952-14-0 iu baud after remitting Ks. 3,000 to your 
committee. 


The fund has been administered, and this report written by Mr. Way, the 
Honorary Secretary of the Local Committee, who has given up much of the scanty 
leisure his official duties afford him. 


( 


F. GILES, C.S. 


Between the 1st and 15th of March 1897, 123 orphans were maintained at a cost g —MUZAPF All- 
ot R=. 54-13-0. <* Between the 16th February and 15th of April 1897, 798 respectable KAQAR- 

poor persons received one anna each per day for the purchase of food at a cost of 
Rs. 2,895-10-9. There was no distress to speak of in this district. The relief was 
given from local subscriptions. 


* This also hss since been received by the Provincial Committee . 



5.— AGEA- 

pteunnt to Collec- 
ft terns. 6022 , dated 
^optember 1897, 
eipi no. 763, 


62 ■ 

When the general distribution of the money granted by the Indian Famine 

• TiW to needy cultivators of the Agra district took place m May 

“ nelst/it was W that many persons 

JST getm^^ demi-ofBcially to the Honorary Secretary of 

1 Provincial Committee on the 16th June last. But I postponed making my 
loh report rmtil time tad beep oll.rml for tie absoot ogrrWtnnets to =« 
bock and receive their money. A good many hove already done so. A. the rams 
began here about seven rreeks ago, and as ills near too flat, to plough for the 
outran harvest, the return of further emigrants seems at present unlikely. Tiro 
official report need therefore be no longer delayed. 

2. By a resolution dated 21st May 1897, the Agra Committee of the Indian 
Famine Charitable Belief Fund requested me, iu my double capacity as its Chairman 
and as Collector of the district, to make arrangements for the distribution of the 
money The lists of those to be relieved were prepared -by circle rolief officers, 
revised by Tahsllddrs and Assistant Collectors, and forwarded to me for examination. 
Before the general distribution to the cultivators of any sub-district (tahsil) I myself 
wrote special directions to the gentleman who was to distribute in that sub-district. 
Copies of the directions were in every case sent, beforo distribution, to the Provincial 
committee. The gist of the instructions was as follows : The persons to bo relieved, 
together with the head-men and accountants of their villages, who were to identify 
them, were to ho summoned to meet the distributor at the headquarters of their 
sub-districts on fixed dates to recelvo payment. In most sub-districts one date was 
sufficient; but in Bdh and Khairagarh, where the uumbors to bo relioved wero 
large, two or more dates were fixed. The amount which the list for each sub-dis- 
trict showed would he required there was to be sent to the Tabsllddr or chief officer 
of that sub-district to he kept at hi3 treasury apart from the public money until 
the distributor arrived. When the amount was too largo for distribution iu ono 
day it was to be sent in more than one instalment, the latter instalments being timed 
to reach Tahsllddrs just after the instalments immediately preceding had been spent. 
Each cultivator on the list was to receive Bs. 20, a sum which at that time was suffi- 
cient to buy a fair second-rate pair of bullocks. For the raius had not yet fallen aud 
produced a supply of green fodder ; and cattle-owners were ready to sell their second-rate 
animals cheap, so as to avoid the difficulty and cost of maintaining them. Beceiptsin 
a prescribed printed form were to be taken from the recipients by the distributor and 
countersigned by him. Distributors were asked to be very careful to make recipients 
understand that, although given for the purebaso of bullocks and other requisites of 
agriculture — a purpose for which Government yearly makes recoverable advances — 
the money now distributed was not a recoverable advance. The cultivators must 
thoroughly realize that it was a free gift, whereof no part was to be surrendered to 
landlord, accountant, police man or tahsili official. After receiving their money, 
cultivators were to be despatched from the place of distribution in parties four or five 
strong. The tabsllddr, who was directed to be present at the time of distribution, 
was to see that, so long as they remained visible, no subordinate offioial asked them 
for vails. 


3. The distributors, all of whom were educated at the University of Cambridge, 
were — in the Bdh, Fatehabad, and Keraoli sub-districts Mr. J. B. Pearson, Joint- 
Magistrate; in the Itmadpur aud Firozabad sub-districts the Beverend J. M. Challis, 
M.A., Professor at St. John's College, Agra ; and in the Agra and Khairagarh sub- 
districts Mr. E. E, P. Bose, Assistant Magistrate. Money intended for cultivators, 
who were absent from the distribution, was returned to Agra; and tahsilddrs wore 
directed to f end these absent cultivators, wheu they returned home, to Agra to receive 
payment. Such later payments were always made by one of the stipendiary Magis- 
trates at Agra, receipts in the form already mentioned being taken from the payees. 
The number of cultivators who did not present themselves at the general distribu- 
tions was large in the Khairagarh- and Bdh sub-districts, but small elsewhere. In 



one sub-district, Firozabnd, all those summoned were present either in person or by 
duly qualified and identified substitutes. Khairagarh and Btih are our two most dis- 
tressed tracts; and the total number of listed recipients being greater there than else- 
where, it was natural that the number absent from the general distribution should be 
greater. Both of them moreover are border territories, many of whose inhabitants 
had gone to seelc employment in adjoining native states where population is not so 
dense and the competition for employment not so keen. 

4. Out of the Rs. 90,000 originally allotted to this district by the Indian 
Famine Charitable Relief Fund, Rs. 20,000 were afterwards transferred to the 
Banda district. This transfer left Rs. 70,000 to be spent in Agra; and Rs. 64,780 ' 
have so far been distributed to 8,239 cultivators. The details for the different sub- 
districts are as follows : — 


Sub.di strict. 

Population. 

llnpeei spent. 

Cultivators 

relievrd. 

Khairagarh ... 

123, 80S 

24,980 

1,240 

B&h ... ••• 

125.8 IS 

15,700 

785 

Vatehahid ... ••• ... 

10S, 1 10 

0,200 

403 

Ittrudpur 

163,701 

5,120 

250 

KcmoU ’ ... ... ••• 

... 100,077 

3,520 

170 

Agra 

... 272,718 

3,200 

100 

Kirovabad ... ... ... 

112,153 

3,000 

150 

Total 

1,003,700 

0t,7S0 

3,239 


The unspeut balance -' of Rs. 5,220 am be devoted to oilier purposes ; for, as already 
noted, it is no longer needed for the purposes of the autumn cultivation. 

5. The distributors report that the recipients of this charity were on the whole 
grateful, although the prevailing desire seems to have been not to waste time in 
tbanks givings, but to hasten away with the money before creditors or others could 
claim a share of it. The gratitude was most marked in (lie T tmadpur-Firozabad 

' fiub-disfricts, where distress had been slightest, and where the distribution of the 
xnonev was therefore perhaps regarded more as favour and less as a duty of the givers. 
Two impudent, cultivators of Khairagarh and Bali said that they wanted Rs. 250 
and Rs. 1,000 respectively, and refused to take the Rs. 20 offered. The Khairagarh 
man tardily repented of his refusal, and appeared in my court a few days ago to 
ask for his Rs. 20. As the autumn sowings are over, and as lie was well-clothed 
and well-nourished, I declined to give him anything. A curious rumour was preva- 
lent in Bali to the effect that several peasants had abstained from coining forward 
to receive the money allotted to them, because they believed it to be the legacy of a 
ladv who had died of plague at Bombay. 

6. Iu most places, so far us can be ascertained, the beneficiaries succeeded in 
following the advice of the distributors and in keeping the money to themselves. 
In Bali a non-resident landlord was found to be making sueli of his tenants as bad 
received the gift pay a part of it to him ou account of arrears of rent. Mr. Pearson 
had requested landholders to abstain from doing this ; but we have no legal power 
to prevent ill-conditioned owners from doing so. In the same sub-district the ene- 
mies of a village accountant accused him of taking Rs. 4 from each recipient of 
Rs 20 in his circle. Mr. Pearson’s inquiries weni to show, however, that the accusa- 
tion was false. In Khairagarh an accountant is charged with cheating the relief 
circlo officer into entering on the list people who already owned bullocks ; and a 
kantingo is said to have persuaded the recipients in certain villages that the money 
was an advance* repayable, of courso through himself, in five yearly instalments. 
Both these accusations are still under inquiry by Mr. Imdad Ali, Magistrate of the 
1st class. 

II. C. CONYBEARE, C. S. 


KecaDed atid received by the Provincial Committee, 

14 
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Ujai.-iry Seeiteiry’i 
Uit-IT 20. 10J, 4*!ol l."i 
iHcoaVor 1537. 

Kicoi?’. r.o.12.13. 


-to: total area of the Agra district is 1.856 =quare miles Distress prevailed 
, , , , ,i „ ,i;~ Ent it was felt more acutely in two ot its par- 

.JT5T«. JW * * -*™»“ " U1 ‘ -*/ T^Z 

UIi0 .ldc and with the native states of Gwalior and Dholpur on the other. - 
' areaof Khenurarh is 300 square miles and of Bah 342 square tulles with a population 
of 123,393 and 125,848 respectively. These two parganus are not so iejile as t le 
others, and they are more open to incursion from the native states on the horde . 
The Buh pargana consists chiefly of broken-up country and defiles running down 
to the Chambal ; the crops chiefly sown are the autumn crops, bdjra and juar. 

■; The area of the spring crops of 1896 was restricted. There is little land 
irrigable from wells and the crops are perforce sown on unirrigated land owing to 
the very great distance of water from the surface of the ground. The winter rams 
were insuiliciont, and high west winds prevailed. 


3. The Ichurif harvest of 1395 had proved to be — Indian-corn 7 annas, kangni 
4 auuas, judr S annas, and bdjra 9 annas. These grains lorn the staple food of the 
poorer classes. The rabi harvest of 1896 was reported to be— wheat and barley 
4 annas, gram 11 annas, masur 7 annas, and arliar 10 annas. 

4 The necessity for some local effort to meet the prevailing scarcity and help 
the impoverished and indigent was recognised in time and the first, public meeting 
to consider what steps ought to be taken to face the position was held in the Municipal 
Hall on the 16th October 1896, under the presidency of Mr. E. Bose, C.S., Commis- 
sioner of Agra ; a District Committee was formed consisting of the more influential 
native gentry of the district. The Collector of the district, Mr. IB. C. Conybeare, 
C.tj., was elected Chairman and Mr. E. John, of the firm of Messrs. A. John & 
Co., Agra, Honorary Secretary of the Committee. The pargana committees already 
! formed under the orders of the Collector were declared to be Branch Committees to 
the District Committee aud subordinate to the latter. A sum of Bs. 4,986 was 
subscribed on the spot, most of which was afterwards collected; another meeting 
was held on the 28th of the same mouth, Mr. H. C. Co » beare, C.S., Collector^ 
being in the chair, at which among other matters discussed a further sum of Bs. 2,070 
wu- subscribed. On the 25th February 1897 the Agra Committee was affiliated to 
the Central Committee, Allahabad. The local Committee held 17 sittings altogether 
from the date of its formation to the end of November 1897. 


5. It was decided that a dole bn given in cash to all the parda nashm women 
and respectable poor of the city. The agency employed for the distribution of the 
dole consisted of the ward members of the Municipal Board and other gentlemen 
acquainted with the circumstances of the residents in their own neighbourhood. The 
members of the local Christian missionary bodies were also invited to assist. The 
dole in no ease exceeded Be. 1 a fortnight or Bs. 2 a mouth, for every adult male or 
female. F unds for this purpose were disbursed every fortnight by the Honorary 
Secretary and the almoners sent in nominal lists every fortnight of the amounts dis- 
bursed bv them. 

6. Belief was given at their own homes to all needy people of the better 
classes, who through physical or mental infirmity or the custom of seclusion were 
unable to leave their homes to work ; but gratuitous relief was not given to any 
whose near relations were in a position fo support them. 


7. Belief was given in various forms. Besides money paid at their homes t 
tie classes above described, occasional donations were also given to the differeu 
oqihanages already established in the town, and to the poorhonse opened bv th 
uniupa oard for the accommodation and support of paupers of all clashes Mone' 

“ C,, " i " tora '• “r '« bv for the coming 

' B ’ * U niom T was P :ll(1 through the agency of the. local Baptis 
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Missionaries in order that occupation might be given to the weaver class — a numer- 
ous class in Agra, who in return gave up to the Committee the cotton stuffs manu- 
factured by them. 

8. The different tabular statements which I have from time to time submitted 
will have acquainted you with the amounts disbursed for the different objects enu- 
merated above, a 'resume of them is therefore unnecessary. I, however, give below a 
summary in figures of the assets which the Committee held iu its hand and the manner 
in which they were disposed of — 


Receipt. 




Expenditure. 





Us 

n. 

P 


Rs. 

n. 

p. 

Receded from local subscriptions . 

. 23,407 

11 

0 

On object I 

1,783 15 

4 

Ditto Provincial Committee .. 

. 1,21,000 

0 

0 

II 

2,046 

8 

0 

Sale proceeds o£ darts 

12 

11 

a 

HI 

•17,154 

l.t 

11 



— 


„ IV 

67,987 

1 1 

3 

Total 

.. 1,11,180 

12 

3 

Miscellaneous 

331 

6 

3 


— 



Transferred to Ruada ... 

20,000 

0 

0 





Retained to Provincial Committee 

5,176 

2 

6 





Total 

1,44,480 

13 

3 


9. The gifts of clothing received from the Central Committee v ere most judi- 
ciously distributed through the means of certain Missionary ladies to the better classes 
of needy females. 

10 I believe 1 am correct in stating that baldly an individual was left iu the 
city who formed a proper subject of relief and who did not receive that relief from 
the Committee’s funds. The 'feeling of gratitude excited in the breasts of those who 
were the recipients of this charity could not be adequately described in Mords, nor 
is it possible to accurately guage it. What the hurnaue generosity of the English 
nation has accomplished by the free distribution of their means for the relief of the 
suffering population of this laud could hardly have been achieved by an armv of 
20,000 men. I can safely assert from my personal knowledge of the conditions of 
the people among whom I have mixed freely during the period I have been acting 
as Honorary Secretary to the Committee, that the feeling of devotion and loial tv 
which the timely intervention of the relief committee has thus created is deep, genu- 
ine, and "widely spread. 

J. E. E AN THOME. 

* Acknowledgments arc due to the Secretary of the Eund, Bfibu Man Mohan Lai, 
not only for giving his services gratuitously, but al«o for this report. 

, C. W. WHIoJl, as. 

Report by ike Honorary Secretary, Local Committee, Muttra. 

The rainfall from June to September 189G being deficient and hot west 
wind being prevalent, the main food crops that were raised for the most part on unirri- 
gated lands entirely failed. This was the case chiefly in Mitt, Mahfiban, and Sadab..d 
t'ahsik. These three fahsils, comprising 487 villages, form the eastern half of the 
district. They pre«cnt the features of the Gangetic Dofib, consisting for the most part 
oi an upland plain irrigable by wells. The soil, though light, is fertile ; but the chief 
reason of these tracts having been affected most was the distance of water from the 
surface. The principal crops sown in this part of the district are judr bdjra, malrt-a, 
pulses, &e. The population is mostly agricultural, depending largely on the produce 
of the land. A portiou of the population belonging to sacerdotal classes residing 
in sacred places, such as Gokul", ’ Baldeoji, &c., live upon alms but these form but 
a small proportion of the whole population. They leave their houses every vear for 
out-stations, and escort pilgrims to sacred places on" ceremonial occasions. They 
make arrangements for their comfort, lodging, and pilgrimage, and’ for their trouble 


i 
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4.- MUTTRA. 

Collator’s letter 
no. 447, d»t*d X2tT. 
November 1807. 
Receipt no. 1012 



56 


1 .i;,ur to the norition of the donor and the nature ot the 
‘“TT'lT" b 0 » .1*1 above MM tl.o area d.My affcctal ». that 

<**■ 1,1 *• a “ r,/ 

outturn was as follows : 

~\(At fahsil The average outturn for this was 11 annas in irrigated areas and 

7 aoofia oltigari areas. In 17 villages mostly about Mit ilselt ft. mmra ... 
IZga Z Ll Ivaa only 4 annas. The areas in this tabstl ..ore ,l,v„W > 

irrigated 372 acre,, otherwise irrigated 3.007 aores, and noa-.mgated 47,807 aeres. 
The average outturn on tl.o whole together was about 8 annus in the rupee. 

MahCtan teSati-In 4S villages 4 annas, in 40 villages 0 annas, and in the 
remaining 113 villages an average S-auna crop was obtained. 

Sadabad tahsll-ln this tahsil an average estimate over the whole taliafl mi 
in irrigated laud 4 annas and in unirrigated land ml. 

j Muttm a nd Ghhata tahslls an 8-anna crop was obtained on the average, but 
the ris(i 0 f prices of food grains in the whole district, tlie pinch of scarc.ty 
commenced to be felt in those tahslls about the end of October 1S96. 

On the first appearance of distress in the district Municipal Board of Muttra 
;onvened a meeting of its members on the 17th October 1896 to consider the advis- 
Wlitv of startin' 1 a subscription list for the relief of the needy and helpless poor 
Id for opening poorhouses at central stations. By tboir resolution dated 17tl. 
October 1896, the Committee decided to open a poorhouse at Muttra, and to raise 
by subscriptions a fund for the relief of those who were affected most by the famine. 
In accordance with this resolution a new poorhouse building was constructed on 
the Dehli road, sufficiently large to meet the exigencies of iho new state of tilings. 
It was the intention of the Board to apply funds raised by private subscriptions to 
the support and maintenance of this institution. It was also the idea of the Board to 
start relief works in the light of the Government, rules on the subject. The new 
poorhouse was constructed at a cost of Es. 4,911-5-6 and able-bodied persons needing 
relief were employed on the construction work. On thcoth December 1896, however, 
orders were received to the effect that flic poorhouse should lie supported by the 
Municipality and the Government equally, and private subscriptions should be ap- 
plied exclusively to gratuitous relief. 


On the 28th November 1S96, at a special meeting of the Board, resolutions were 
passed for the appointment of a relief committee, and a committee, consisting of the 
following persons, was formed, with instructions to collect information as to persons 
falling under object III requiring gratuitous relief: (1), Btibu Chliote Lai; 
(2), Babu Jagannath Sarin ; (3), Cliaubo Earn Das ; (4), Lttla Ganeshi Lai ; (5), Lila 
Jagan Parshad, Hats ; (6), Seth Kesluib Deo ; (7), Lain Sita Earn ; (S) Liila Jagan 
Parshad, Vakil ; (9), Syed Abul Hasan, Members; and (10), Bdbu Man Molial Lai, 
Secretary, with the Collector as President. 


A like sub-committee, consisting of the following gentlemen, was formed for 
Briudabuu : (1), Sri Bramhcharji Mahardj, President; (2), Goshain Prein Lid, 
Vice-President ; (3), Babu Narain Das, B.A., Secretary ; (4), Liila Lalta Charan, 
(6), Mnnshi Eadhe Lai; (6), Chaube Earn Das ; (7), Mahant EaghonatU Das ; 
(8), Babu Parbati Charan; (9) Diwan Bhola' Nath and (10) Muhammad Masud 
Hasan Kluin, Tahsllddr, as Members. 

At the instance of the Commissioner of the Division the Missionaries were 
requested to join the Muttra Belief Committee, and the following members were 
enrolled:— Eevereud J. E. Scott, American Mission; Reverend E. M. McIntosh 
Baptist Mission ; Mr. Durrant, Church Mission. 

The committees formed at Muttra and Brindaban set to work by realizing sub- 
scriptions and preparing a list of persons entitled to gratuitous and other relief. The’ 



Sbui' Wards into winch the Muttra Municipality is divided were allotted as follows 
-Babu Chlioto Lai, ward No. I; Lala Ganeshi Lai, ward No. II; Lala.Jagan 
Parshad, pleader, wards Nos. Ill and IV; Babu Narayau Das, Secretary to the 
Brindaban Rclioi Committee, distributed doles at Brindaban. The Missionaries and 
a few others distributed relief, in the respectable poor at Muttra as well as in the 
outlying towns and villages in the district, 

Messrs. Bird, the Collector, and Spencer, the Joint Magistrate, relieved the ten- 
ants of tho whole district with grants for purchase of seed grain and cattle. 

The details of tho distributions of doles are given in forms A. and B submitted 
herewith, Tho distributors, while taking caro that no ono who really needed relief 
should go without it, devoted special attention to the relief of respectable poor who 
hesitated to beg openly, and others who from physical incapacity or other reason were 
unable to earn their livelihood either by labour or begging. This, I may say, was a 
novel and a characteristic featuro of the relief afforded at the recent famine. 
On previous occasions, as far as I am aware, relief was afforded only to culti- 
vating and lower classes of people, and no care was taken of respectable poor or of 
-persons who from disease, bodily infirmity or loss of limbs were unable to leave 
their homes and present themselves at poorhouses. As far as my information goes, the 
measures adopted during the late season of scarcity and distress had the effect of 
carrying relief and assistance to tho needy and indigent of all classes at their verv 
doors, and commending to them llic sympathetic and humane efforts on the part 
•of the British and Indian public whom the Almighty God prompted to come to their 
relief. 

Before (ho Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund was set on foot measures had 
■been locally taken, as has been said above, to raise subscriptions for the relief of the 
distressed, and a sum of Bs. 13,611-10-0 was collected. In February 1897 tbe 
India Famine Charitable Relief Fund was opened and tho Provincial Committee 
allotted to this district a further sum of Bs. 60,100. The total amonut available for 
distribution in the district was Bs., 70,741-10-0, and within nine months from 
December 1896 to September 1S97 the whole of this amount, with the exception of 
Bs. 36S-8-1 returned to the Provincial Committee, was doled out. on the lines of 
Government instructions, as regards scale, modes of relief, and the objects relieved. 

A general description of the manner in which relief was granted has been given 
above. Babu Clihofe Lai, Lala Ganeshi Lai, and Lala Jagan Parshad, Pleader, at 
Muttra amk Babu Narayau Das at Brindaban made personal inquiries within their 
respective charges as to persons who stood in need of relief and as far as possible 
personally relieved the distressed. For tho convenience of the recipients arrangements 
were made for tho distribution of doles fortnightly and the payments were entered in 
registers maintained for tho purpose. Allowances were made at the following 
scales : for adults Bs. 2 per month, for children Re. 1 per month. When 
the prices of grain improved after the autumn harvest the scale was modified 
as follows: for adults Re. 1-S-O per month, for children 12 annas per 
month. 

The relief to cultivators was distributed by the Collector himself, and I can do 
no better than to insert hero his note ns to tho manner in which the distribution of , 
doles and the selection of objects of charity was effected. He says : “The 
amount for the grant for object IV of the Charitable Rolief^Fund allotted to 
this district was Bs. 60,000. It was considered best in tho first instance to distribute 
half of this amount to enable cultivators who bad remained in their villages to 
purchase bullocks, the balance being kept to provide scod-graiu iu case the 
necessity for it arose, and to set on their legs the cultivators who left their 
villages after the failure of the khartf harvest, and who, it was expected, would return 
as soon as the rains broke. The preparation 'of the lists was in the first instance 
entrusted to the tahejldfirs, who wont throijgh the villages of their tahsils and in 
consultation with the zemindars ascertained the names of the cultivators who 
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required the bullocks, because! those thejr formerly poss^d cither had died or had ' 

been sold to pay rent or to provide money for purchase of food; Iho lists of taheil 

Muttra were prepared under the supervision of Mr. Spencer, Joint Magistrate, and 

the remainder under the Collector's supervision. The distribution was also made 

personally by these two officers. The tahsildfirs ' lists showed the name of the cul- 
tivator, the amount of land held by him and rent paid, the number of bullocks 
usually in his possession and the number which had died or were sold; As soon as- 
these lists were ready the supervising officer wont through them carefully in the per- 
sence of zaminddrs, patwaris, and cultivators, and decided how much was to be given, 
to each cultivator. The grants varied from Rs. 15 to Rs. 40. It was found' 
that the lowest price a bullock could be purchased for was Rs. 20, but many 
cultivators were in the habit of using buffaloes, and a buffalo can he bought 
for Rs. 15. In some cases it was fouud that cultivators wero in need of a pair 
of bullocks, but it was believed they could themselves arrange for part of the pur- 


chase money. To such men from Rs. 20 to Rs. 30 were givou. As soon as- 
the decision with regard to the cultivators of a village was arrived at, they were 
called up and given slips showing the amount to which each was entitled. They 
then went away and got receipts written by a man specially employed for that 
purpose. In the afternoon they produced these receipts, and in the presence of the 
supervising officer were paid the amount of the grant. There is therefore no doubt 
that the whole of the money reached them. I think it was thoroughly understood 
that the grants were made from the Charitable Fund for the benefit of the cultivators.. 
There -were no rumours, as far as I could learn, to the effect that the grants were 
made with a sinister object. The recipients have been loud in their expressions 
of gratitude, and they well may be, as most have been saved from ruin. Tho lists, 
were in the first instance prepared as quietly as possible, and the cultivators did not. 
quite know what they wero being prepared for. Since the first distribution I have 
been inundated with applications for grants both from men who are really deserving; 
of charity aud from those who can very well make their own arrangements for t bo- 
supply of bullocks. ” 

From the above it would appear that care was taken in the preparation of the- 
list of the persons to be relieved from this Fund, and that it did not include objects; 
that were relieved gratuitously or otherwise by the Government. 

The amount received from the Provincial Committee, as well as that realized! 
locally from the subscriptions, was deposited with tho firm of Raja Seth Laehhman. 
Das, C.I.E., a well-known nativo banker of Muttra,, and as necessity arose money 
were withdrawn by means of cheques drawn by the Secretary to the Local Com- 
mittee and signed by the Collector. Detailed account of tho receipts aud disburse- 
ments is contained in the registers of the Relief Committee. 


Mr. Bird’s note quoted above fully explains the manner in which the agricul- 
turists under object IY were relieved. Babu Chhote Lai, Lula Ganeshi Lab Lula 
Jagan Parsbad, Pleader, and Babu Saroyan Das distributed doles to respectable poor 
of both sexes. The thanks of the Relief Committee are duo to- these men, the- 
Collector, and the Missionaries, wheat a great personal sacrifice did the work so- well 
and satisfactorily. The relief in this district was afforded mainly in the shape of 
cash payments, -and the forms accompanying this report are sufficiently clear - and I 
think they do not require any further explanation. Fifty (SO) sets ’ of skirts and' 

chuddars were also received for distribution. These, too, were distributed amom* the- 
native women. , . ° 

People liked cash payments and much appreciated the timely help given to them 
The work closed on the 15th September 1897 with the approach of albettor season* 
and the balance in the bands of the Committee, amounting to Rs, 3GS-S-I: at the omh 
^ ork ^as returned to, the Prpvincial Committee- for distribution in o their 


MAN MOHAN T,AT,. 
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I forward a report submitted to me by tbe Honorary Secretary of our 
Famine Committee, tbe Tahsflddr of tbe Sadar tahsfl. Famine did not actually 
touch the district : scarcity did. 

E. GALBRAITH, G. 8. 


5.-FAKUKHABAD. 

Collector’s letter no. G40, 
dated lltli December 
1897. 

Receipt no. 1222. 


Thr entire failure of tbe rains during tbe latter half oftbp monsoon of 
1896 injured a large portion of tbe Icharif and damaged to a certain extent tbe whole 
of it. Tbe vabi sown was 81 per cent, of tbe normal area. Tbe general rise in 
prices caused distress to a large number of people in tbe district. Tbe condition of 
tbe people was certainly in a critical state in the beginning of tbe distress, but tbe 
prompt assistauce given by. tbe Government in tbe shape of takbvi for wells and seed 
mado them able to sow tbe rain crops. Subsequently gratuitous relief was distri- 
buted by the Government, which was added to by tbe Charitable Fund and was 
brought within tbe roach of every person actually in need of it. 

2. A local committee was formed in this district before 15th December 1896, 
to revise lists of persons who were considered in need of help and to open tbe list of 
private subscriptions. On receipt of letter no. 18, dated 5th February 1897, from tbe 
Provincial Committee, the committee at tbe Sadar was declared tbe district committee, 
and sub-committees were formed in each tahsfl on 9th February 1 897. Tbe district, 
excluding the municipality, was divided into six parts and tbe municipality was 
mapped out into nine circles. The relief money was distributed within tbe munici- 
pality by tbe members of the committee, who were Municipal Commissioners and 
full well acquainted with tbe state of tlieir respective wards. In villages tbe money 
was distributed under tlie supervision of tahsfldbrs, Tbe valuable assistance of tbe 
Missionaries was also sought, and they promptly brought to tbe notice of tlie com- 
mittee tbe real state of the sufferers, who were immediately relieved. 

3. Before the receipt of tbe Executive Committee’s letter above referred to, 
relief committees did exist in tbe district and relief operations commenced earlier. 
The -amouut expended before March 1897 was shown in the first fortnightly statement 
ending 15th March 1897. Separate lists were prepared of tbe persons helped by 
the Government and by tbe Charitable Fund, which were compared and scrutinized 
to prevent tbe two agencies from overlapping, and separate accounts- were kept of 
Fund.. 

4. Tbe relief under object IV was restricted especially to those villages in 
which tbe landholders and tenants were very poor and which weie seriously damaged 
from drought and where irrigation was impossible. Tbe lists of deserving persons 
were prepared by the Deputy Collectors aud tab sfldbrs jointly, and money was dis- 
tributed on tbe spot. Tbe sum of Rs. 21,100 was distributed for cattle and seed 
before tbe commencement of kharlf operations and Rs. 3,814-13-9 were distributed 
for seed for tbe present rabi before 31st October 1897. 

5. Tbe sum of Rs. 379-2-0 was spent for tbe purchase of quinine as tbe fever 
after famine was so prevalent in tbe district that it was found advisable to distribute 
tbe medicine to tlie cultivating classes without any charge, as they were not in a 
position to purchase medicine for themselves and their families. 

6. The following gentlemen took special interest and rendered valuable assist- 
ance in the distribution of relief money : (1) Reverend G. B. Rulock ; (2) Pandit 
Syam Nnrayan, Municipal Commissioner ; (3) Munsbi Devi Prasad ; (4) Babu Hat 
Prasad ; (5) Kfizi Umrao Ali., 


PRIDUMNA KRJSH2L 
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Collector’s letter no. 294, 
dated 17tU November 
. 1897. 

Receipt no. 1038. 
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. Economic condition .- [Extract from the official report] year, as all 
over the Provinces, was one of scanty rainfall and high prices ^everthe c. the 
district suffered less than might have been expected. It is avcll protected bot by 
'.canals and other irrigations, and the crops on irrigate* land were good. Thcagu- 
cultural populations were therefore fairly well off, and nearly the whole population 
is agricultural. . The outtnrn was no doubt purchased at the expense of S^ov lvW, 
but that landowners as a rule escaped any serious stress is shown j 1 10 a = U1L0 0 
a„ y increase in transfers of land, while a good proof that even the poor did not 
suffer in condition is furnished by the few deaths that have t.ucn p ace rom ever. 
Fever during the last two months has been very prevalent all over the is no . as 1 
has been everywhere, hut the increase in the mortality has been slight, wucn 
could not- have been had the general health of the people suffered from st.nvation. 


“A considerable amount of money was given in advances for lcaclt,cha wells. 
These did a great deal of good, being constructed not only from Government advances, 
but by the landlords and tenants themselves. Something, too, was done towards the 
making of paltka wells, though it is to be regretted that advances for this purpose 
on the lower interest could not bo more freely granted. The two tracts which are 
worst irrigated, and which suffered consequently most from the drought, aro the 
unirrigated parts of tahsfl Shikohabad and the pargaua of Barnahal ill the Earhal 
tahsfl- In neither of these tracts can canal irrigation be introduced. To the north 
of Sh : kohabad complaints of percolation and waterlogging have been made in 
ordinary years, while in dry ones there is little command from the.Bhognipur branch 
in this reach. To the south of tho tahsfl also any extension is equally impossible, 
the supply of water being insufficient. 


“ Barnahal is isolated by fivers, and canal extension there, too, cannot be effected. 
Fak hi wells can be constructed to the north of Shikohabad and for a short distance 
to tho south of the railway also. . But as the laud approaches the ravines this becomes 
impossible. It was found useless to give advances for wells in this part of the country, 
as in the first place they would havo been exceedingly expensive, and in the next no 
effectual irrigation could have been obtained from them. The whole tract must, it 
would appear, be left to itself. It is thinly populated, and in favourable years yields 
abundant crops for its inhabitants, and it is only in exceptional seasons that it suffers. 
Application has lately been made to the Director to send a scientific borer, who could 
ascertain at what depth water is reached.” 


2. Harvests of 1896-97. — Tho autumn crop of 1S9G-97 on irrigated land was 
good, but on unirrigated laud it was a failure, Tho outturn is estimated a 3 follows, 
taking 1G annas as representing an average crop : rice 4 annas, Indian com 9 annas, 
cotton 12 annas, juar 0 annas, bajra 7 anuas, urd and mung 7 annas, indigo 18 
annas, marua , leure, and kakni 7 annas, til 4 annas. 

The spring crop was a fairly good one, as will appear from tho following estimate 
of the outturn in annas, taking 16 annas as representing an average crop ; sugarcane 
16 anuas, arhar 13 annas, wheat 14 annas, barley 15 annas, peas and gram 10 anuas, 
parson 14 annas, bejhar 15 annas, gujai 14 annas, opium 16 annas, mas ur 10 annas. 


3. Organization of charitable relief. — A meeting was held on the 21st De 
comber 1896, and an Executive Committee formed of four members. Mr. P. Cooper 
the Head Master of the Mission School, was appointed Secretary, and Lai Sim 
Mangal Singh, Treasurer. The arrangements made in the Municipality were a 
follows: Each moballa in the city was constituted a circle, and altogether 13 circle 
were formed. One of the members of the Municipality and another gentleman o 
respectability were appointed in each circle to prepare lists, which, when ready 
were scrutinized by a Select Committee. A membei of the Municipal CornmS, 

novtedT aii , P01nt f - fOT eachcircle ’ usua lly the moballa with which he was con 
uected, to whom tue distribution of the relief was entrusted. ' 



* ei 


Tlrti arrangement In' the Act XX towns was as follows ! The lists welo prepared 
by the circle officers with the help of the panchayet, and subsequently tested by the 
tahsilddrs and subdivisiOnal officers. The distribution of relief was entrusted to 
a member of the pawchayet, another member being associated with him, so that 
nobody might have any difficulty in finding the person to whom he might apply. 

The funds locally subscribed were devoted exclusively to the relief of the 
Respectable Women in the city of Mainpuri and in all the Act XX towns, viz., 
Xuraoli, Gola Bdzdr, Bhongaon, Karhiil, Shikohabad, Sirsaganj, and Pliarha. Relief 
to others who were incapable of supporting themselves was given from Government 
money. To ensure proper distribution, a set of rules were framed for the guidance 
•of the distributing officers, "a copy of which is enclosed. 

The total amount subscribed locally amounted to Rs. 4,743-1-0, out of which 
Rs. 4,715-1-0 was distributed in giving relief to 440 respectable women in Mainpuri 
oity and the Act XX towns named above. 

No money received from the Executive Committee was distributed in this 
form of relief. Rupees 11,000 received from them for expenditure on object 
IV, as detailed in their Circular No. 9, dated 5th February 1897, was spent 
as follows: Rs. 10,722 were given to 573 tenants for purchase of cattle, and 
Rs. 278 to 55 tenants for purchase of seed. Neatly the whole of this money was 
distributed to tenants in the two tracts (Shikohabad and Barnahal) referred to 
in paragraph 1 under head “Economic condition,” as having suffered most from 
drought. The subdivisional officers, who were acquainted with the condition and 
individual requirements of these parts, assisted by two or three gentlemen actually 
connected with land, went over the lists drawn Up by the tahslldars, and to those 
persons thus selected the money was paid ; but in order to ensure a3 much as possible 
that all cases of teal want should come under notice, all patwdris were directed to 
send in lists of persons requiring relief of this kind, together with a short statement of 
his rent, number of ploughs, why relief was required, &c. It was only the poorer 
class of tenants whom it was thought necessary to help. The kanungos tested these 
lists and the tahsildArs those of- the kandngos. From my own inquiries I can say 
that the patw&ris were very honest in their selections, and all through I have found 
that they did the work thrown Upon them by the famine with fairness, energy, and 
willinguess. 

In addition to the above sum Rs. 200 was further granted by the Provincial 
Committee for the clothing of the poor. This sum was received through the Com- 
missioner of the Division, and was spent in procuring blankets, &c., forthepoorhouse 
inmates and others. 

The relief operations in this district were confined to distribution of gratuitous 
relief under Chapters V and X of the Famine Code. At the beginning work was 
started in one of the roads under the control of the Public Works Department, but 
"as it did not attract labourers, the work was put a stop to. 

In September maize and early millets began to come into the bdzdr, and there 
was a fall in the price of the staple food-grains, and consequently with effect from 
the 15th September the relief operations in this district were brought to a close. 


I append a list of non-official gentlemen who rendored useful services in connec- 
tion with flic relief operations: — 


Serial 

hnmber. 

Name. 

Services done. 

1 

F. Cooper, t3sq., Head 'Master, Mission 
School, Mainpuri. 

\Vns Honorary Secretary, Famiuo "Relief Fund Cdmrnitteet 
Has discharged his duties in an efficient >Vay. 

2 

TiOl Shea Mangal Singh, son of Raja 
Kara Par tab Singh, Mainpuri. 

Was Honorary Treasurer, Famine Belief Fuud. 

3 

Pandit Biindahsm, Knrinda of Thaktir 
tJ.nrao Sinch of Kakhanli. 

Gave assistance in the distribution of relief. 

4 

Lala Phnlzari Lai, Unis of Karhal ... 

Ditto. 

5 

Chaudhari Samara Singh of Bhaml, 
fc ihsfl SltiUohubid. 

Ditto. 

G 

Lain Uatcsliar Nath, Jl.Us of Shikohabad, 

Ditto. 

— — — ■ ^ 


10 
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• Extract- from “ Rules for distribution of gratuitous relief from the 190,' of < 

January 1897.” 

• In towns relief under Chapters V and X of the Famine Code will bo distributed 
by the punch- Th o punch should form a committee, to whom the tahslldar well 
pay over the sum required for 15 clays’ relief, together with 2o per cent, for 

contingencies for the whole town. The members of the panchdyet^ll d.str.bute 

relief under Chapters V and X. The members for each molialla will have a list ot 
th e poor in their mohalla under Chapter Y and another under Chapter X, and the 
tahslldar will have a list for the whole town. The mohalla lists will be numbered 

serially and with the first distribution of relief a ticket, bearing tho serial number 

on the list, will be given to each recipient in the following form: (1) Mohalla; (2) 
serial number in mohalla; (3) name of recipient; (4) by whom to be paid ; (5) 
amount; (6) date. Each member of the panch will givo to the tahsildtir every 
fortnight a memorandum showing the total amount spent, with number of recipients. 
The fortnight onds on Saturday. Tho accounts under Chapter Y should he kept 
separate from those under Chapter X. The distributor is authorized to give relief 
to all persons ou tho list, and in urgent cases where starvation is imminent to persons 
not on the list. The relief to bo distributed will bo — adults, lie. 1 ; children between 
12 and 1G years, & annas ;• children between 7 and 12 years, 4 annas. 

J. NUGENT, G.S. 


Ileport by the Honorary Secretary, Eldwah District Committee . 

A'.— 1 The distress owing to the cessation and scanty rainfall of tho monsoon of 
1896 practically affected the whole of the district. The population may be roughly- 
estimated at 8,00,000, and the majority are entirely dependent upon agricultural oper- 
ation. In that part of the district watered by the canals a fair khartf was obtained ; 
but iu the Jumna tract, which is all high-lying laud, there was practically a total 
failure of the crops. Prices of food-graius commenced to rise iu sympathy with the 
rest of the Indian markets in August. As no rain fell after that month prices 
continued to rise, and at tlve latter end of October the average price of food-grain 
such as baijhar was between 9 and 10 seers to a rupee and wheat subsequcullv fell 
to 7 seers. 


B . — At the end of October it became certain that there would be a failure of the- 
monsoon crops. Mr. C. A. Sherring, the officiating Collector, then called a meeting 
of all the leading-raises and inhabitants of the city and district to discuss the best 
means of alleviating the distress of the respectable poor which was bound to ensue. 
It was decided that a charitable relief fund should be opened at once to be confined 
to Etdwali city and the Act XX towns * of the district. About Es. 10,000 was 
there and then collected or promised (subsequent collections brought up the total 
collections in the district to Es. 14,826-2-D) and a committee selected from the lead- 
ing inhabitants of the city and district was formed and Mr. G. E. Grabliam was 
asked to undertake tho duties of Honorary Secretary and Treasurer 

The committee subsequently met on the 28th November 1896 and a working 
committee of the following gentlemen was formed : s . 


Eeverend J. A. 'Woodside, American Presbyterian Mission... Chairman. 
Mr. II. B. Kinloch "j. 

Btibu Madan Mohan Da 3 I 

Chandhri Bakhsh Uahi \ Members.. 

Hafiz Euh-ullah Kban 


Lala Brij Kish ore J 

Mr. G. E. Grabham rr 

nTl1 .. ■. •-* ... Honorary Secreta’ 

J^^dm ded that they should control the distribution of the Fund. 

M rn_ , . ' 


Twns having their own watch and ward forces, and not servedby village watchmen. 
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This sub-committee subsequently met weekly, and as it was found necessary to 
iucrease its numbers, the following gentlemen were asked to join : — 

Pathak Sheo Sahay. I Goskain Gopi Lai. 

Mir Aziz Husain. j Biibu Sliadi Lai. 

The city was then divided into circles, each of the members taking one. Lists 
of the deserving poor were prepared by them and they undertook to distribute the 
relief. Monthly grants of Pe. 1 to Rs. 2 per head were given. 

For the distribution of relief in the Act XX towns it was found impossible to 
give it without the help of the Government officials ; consequently the tahsildtlrs 
were asked to prepare lists and submit them to the committee, which lists were passed 
as submitted and the money sent through Government channels. In order to prevent 
Government and private charity clashing, the Fund was entirely devoted to relief in 
the city and Act XX towns, and the Collector undertook the distribution of relief 
to the rest of the district. 

' At the end of February it was found the amount collected would 1 be totally 
insufficient to meet the demaud for relief, and application was made to the Executive 
Committee, North-Western Provinces and Qudk, Indian Famine Charitable Eelief 
Fund, Allahabad, for a grant from the Fund received from the Central Committee, 
Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, and a sum of Rs. S,G45-l2-6 has been, 
received from March to date. 

G . — Rupees 20,754-0-3 has been distributed and the total number of persons 
relieved 17,876 (men 1,921, women 10,195, children 5,7G0) counting each person, 
according to the number of times relief was given. 

The total cost of distribution was Rs. 141-15-6, being an average cost of Re. 
0-10-11 per Rs. 100. Rupees 135 of this was tire pay of a clerk for keeping accounts, 
translating lists, &c. 

In the early part of the distribution of the Fund it was found that several people 
were receiving relief under two names, and the Honorary Secretary theu introduced a 
system by which cacli person was furnished with a card on which the name, amount, 
and date of payment were entered, and these cards had to be produced each month 
before further relief was given. This system appears to have answered exceedingly 
well, and from the date of its introduction no further complaints were made. 

Money grants were found to be most suitable and a monthly distribution. Any 
persons coming on tlie lists during the month were given a proportionate sum for the 
remaining part of the month. 

In the city a house-to-house visitation was made by the members of the Commit- 
tee in each of their circles and those needing relief were entered on the lists. 

Subsequently the services of a Ndib Tahsildar were lent to the Committee and 
he visited the' persons on each member’s list, and it was found that the percentage of 
undeserving in receipt of relief was so slight that it was unnecessary to take any 
notice of it. This I think reflects the greatest credit on the members of the committee 
for the pains they took in investigating cases ; as it is of course well known how very 
hard it is to distribute a Fund of this nature to only deserving people, and it is an 
utter impossibility to prevent a few undeserving cases creeping on. 

D. — Great thanks, I tkiuk, are due to all members of the working committee, and 
I would particularly mention the names of B.'ibu Madan Moban Das, Gosliain Gopi 
Lai, Mir Azis Husain, Lain Brij Kishore, Chaudhri Bakbsb Ilahi, and Hafiz Rub- 
ullah Khan. 

E. — All relief operations were closed on the 15th October 1897. 

G. E. GRABHAM. 
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Report by the Deputy Collector as to distribution of object TV money. 

Tub sum of Es. 45,000 was allotted for distribution in tbis district. The first 
tiling done was to select Iho tract in which the distribution was to bo made. Distress 
having been officially recognised in the tract south of the Jumna, that north of this 
river was excluded from consideration, except a largo village situated in the northern 
ravines of the river which was very badly oil*. 

The next step was to select the recipients. Lists were prepared by the patwaris 
of every one present in the tract, with a note against themamo of each cultivator, 
whether he was able to arrange for seed for his holdings and figures showing the num- 
ber of ploughs, cattle owned by him, the number lost during the scarcity, vte. .Lhc 
patwdris wore not aware why these lists had been called tor, and consequently tho 
lists were honestly prepared. They were cheeked by inquiries trom village headmen 
and lambardars aud found fairly correct. 

The majority of the cultivators were found to havo small holdings, averaging 
5 bighas or about 3 acres. A uniform sum of Its. o was therefore distributed to 
each one in need of help for seed-grain, this sum having previously been ascertained 
to bo sufficient for purchase of seed-grain for 5 bighas ; tenants holding mom than it 
bighas being presumed to bo able to provido seed -grain for the remainder ot their 
bolding themselves. 

For plough-cattle distribution was made at the rate ofKs. 15 each to cultivators 
who had lost all their plough-cattle during the scarcity. The otleet of the above 
distribution was that there was no cultivator present in the distressed tract who had 
not sufficient money to buy seed for an average holding or a plough-bullock, if ho 
possessed none. By a practice prevailing in this part of tho country known as 
“Edma, ” two cultivators owning a plough-bullock, each combine together to plough 
and sow their fields. 

But there were many petty cultivators in this tract who lmd left their homes, 
and gone either to the relief works open at the time, or to more favoured tracts. 
Subsequent lists were made of these men, and they, too, wore given Es. 5 each for 
purchase of seed-grain for their holding. They woro ohictly under-tenants. 

A distribution of one rupee each was made to all the labourers in this tract for 
the purchase of implements of labour. 

For the Auraiya tahsil the distribution was made at tahsll headquarters; while 
for the Bhartna and Etawah tahsfls, distribution was inado at district headquarters. 
Tho sums distributed are as follows : — 


8-ETAH. 

ollector’s letter no. 348, 
;ed 15th November 1897, 
i its enclosure. 

-eceipt no. 1028. 


D. U. ALLEN, G.& 


Paid to G,055 cultivator* for seed 
Do. to 890 ditto for plough- cat tlo 

Do. to 1,162 labourers 
Transferred to other head* 

Pay of a potdar and his travelling allowance 


Total 


•15,000 


Tins distribution began on the 7th May and ended ou tho 30tli September, 

except that a sum of Es. (4) four only was paid to four labourers on the 13th 
October. 


E. H. NIBLETT. 


The report Las been prepared by M. Anant Prasad, Munsif, tho Honorary 
- k of relief and has taken a largo shnro in its management. I think the 

izTt t“t m iMtr!ct: at *- 1 -» — £ 

. The results are duo m no small measuro to his energy and industry. 



65 


Report by the Honorary Secretary, Etah District Committee. 

Area under distress— The total area of the district, more or less seriously 
affected is 6S1,063 acres with a population of 425,118 ; but our relief was not con- 
fined to the above number. 

2. The distressed tracts yrereifa) Part of pargana Souhar in Etah tahsll, 

(b) some villages in talistl Jalesar, and (c) the whole of tahsll Aliganj - which formed 
the chief centre of our relief distribution under objects I and IV. 

3. Physical conditions. — (a) Pargana Souhar is a small pargana bordering on 
Etah Sakit in the east. It lies along the right bank of the Kali nadi. There is a 
wide strip of low land watered from the river. In the upper land there is a large 
portion of sandy or bhur soil, and in some villages leans gr iss is to be found, espeeially 
in the north part of the pargana. To the south the soil assumes a different character, 
t tsar takes the place of bhur, and the oulturablo soil is less mixed with sand. On tho 
whole the lands of the pargana are light and poor. The pargana, though fairly 
provided by nature with the means of irrigation from the wells in the uplands and 
from the rivor in the lowlands, yields but poor crops in ordinary seasons. 

fb ' The few villages in talistl Jalesar that were seriously affected were those 
that were not protected by canal, and where the water of the wells from the nature of 
the soil was brackish. * 

(c) Of the four tahsfls in the district undoubtedly Aliganj, as has always been 
the case with flirt talistl, suffered the most. It is an unlucky talistl, always with either 
floods, drought, blight, or some such disaster affecting its crops and never expects 
full harvests. Generally tho poorest and sandiest parts are along the highlands 
above the Budli Ganga and Kali nadi, while dim at soil is of more frequent 
occurrence down the centre of the doab, where tracts of {tsar and remains of dhale 
jungle arc to be met with. The narrow strip of lowlying alluvial land fringing the 
course of the two streams compensates partly for the poorer quality of the uplands 
immediately above them, but. the amount of culturablo waste is more extensive. With 
tho exception of tho canal-irrigated area, which includes the almost central portion 
of the tahsll, parts of pargana Azamnagar and Patiali, and the south-west corner, 
forming about three-quarters of pargana Bnrna, every part of the talisil was more or 
less severely affected. In Azamnagar and B.irna almost all the villages on the banks 
of the Kali nadi, which form the southern boundary of the talisil ; in Patiali the 
villages near the Budli Ganga ; and in Nldhpur the tract extending from N’urpur 
and Damanpur on the Budh Ganga to Nirdouli and Himmatnagar Bajhera on the 
Ganges, suffered the most. In fact all the high and bhur lands, -where the moisture 
is due to the rains, deficient as they were in July and August, showed the first and 
most symptoms of distress, irrespective of the crops that stood on them. 

4. Nature and relative importance of the crops groivn. — The produce of this 
part of the district is confined to the less valuable crops. Iu pargana Patiali bajra 
and moth are the prevailing crops with a field of juar here and there where the 
soil is good ; cotton and indigo are also grown in other parganas, but to a limited 
extent. In the rabi barley is the crop generally grown. The other parganas, 
having more or less similar soil, produce the same crop and need not be dealt with 
separately. In irrigated tracts of land wheat is also sown ; but for want of rains 
all crops except makka (maize) failed during the year under review. 

5. ' Economic condition of the people and their chief occupations, Ac. — The 
population is chiefly agricultural and by no means iu prosperous condition even in 
ordinary times. There are labouring classes as well. Owiug to the failure of crops 
both the agriculturists and labourers suffered. There is, however, no such custom as 
that of leaving their homes every year for a time for employment elsewhere. 

6. Crop 8 obtained dtiring two or three years preceding the cold weather of 
1896-67 and nature and extent of the failure of the harvest of that year. — During 

17 
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a, two or three years preceding the cold wether of 189M7 the ordinary i/.eri/ ootl 
,«W crops were .tailed, but they were neither onueoully pod nor m any my very 

\ vag deficient from the very beginning and the general and 
the last week of August, and by the middle of Sep- 

— « . i r* , 'i v a 


bad. In 1896 the rainfall 
total cessation commenced from 


ItelTnitivlrs hud bueomo ,„U. dieuppointed. Mur, of tho horvee. heron., 
eertoin end the oultivrtors tried to sovo oil they eooldby ortllle.ol meone, hut tho woo 
only a struggle against nature, and the attempt was only in ram eases and par m y 
successful. Many villagers could obtain maltha (maize) to a fairly moderate extent, 
while all the other crops tailed almost entirely. Tho makka crop proved to bo of 
greatest help to them, for with the suspension of rent and liberal taqdvi advances 

made in time by Government, they could utilize it to tho full. Ihe whole tahsil 

yielded an average of about 5 annas in a rupee in tho kharif. 

7. Brief history of the organisation of charitable relief within the area to 
which the report relates , stating the dates on which the district and sub-committees 
were formed, the nature and the number of the charges into which the district 
was divided, and the chain of agencies for the actual distribution of relief .——With 
the failure of autumnal raiu prices rose high and distress was apprehended. 1* rom 
the beginning of October 1896 people began to pour in in crowds at tho tahsil and 
the Collector’s office with applications for seed and kachcha well advances. This 
showed that it was no ordinary calamity that had to bo met with. Relief measures 
on a pretty large scale were deemed necessary. No time was lost in organizing a 
regular system of relief. A meeting of all tho leading zamfndtirs and gentry of tahsil 
Aliganj and a similar meeting at headquarters were convened to consult and consider 
what measures were necessary to obviate tho distress. Tho first meeting in the tahsil 
was held on 18th October 1896 and a general meeting was formed and subscriptions 
promised on the spot. Another meeting at tho tahsil was held on tho 3rd December 
1896 presided over by our worthy Collector, P. U. Allou, Esq., C.S., who, uudor 
instructions from our benign Government, spared no pains to do all that was nocess irv 
for the relief of the poor at the personal sacrifice of his easo and comfort during the 
trying hot weather of 1897. It was decided that tho time had come to distribute 
relief. Sub-committees were formed for tho Act NX towns of Aliganj, Rampur, 
Kadirganj, Patiali, Serai Agad, and Ganj Duudwara, consisting of three members 
for each circle, each of whom was also the trc.isurer. These sub-committees wero 
called on to prepare lists of persons deserving gratuitous relief. These lists were then 
carefully tested by the pargana officer, tahsilddr, and uaib tahsCldiir ami thou 
approved by the Collector. 

The sub-committees were empowered to add to or remove from the lists the names 
of recipients with the previous sanction of the Collector, but any two membors 
could by unanimous opinion relieve at any time any one else deserving ofreliof. 
Sums sufficient to meet the needs were placed in the hands of the sub-committees, and 
these as disbursed were recouped from time to time by the tahsil, gouorally twice a 
month. These sub-committees continued to do their work with care and exactness till 
the very end of famine operations in September 1897. Other tahsils moro or less 
according to circumstances followed suit. About the end of December 1896 tho 
distress became very keen, and it became necessary to immediately distribute village 
relict. The supervisor kaufingos were entrusted with tho work ; all the villages 
were seen and carefully scrutinized. Thus it will bo seeu that in the keen stages 0 f 
famine no pains were spared to render all possible help to tho poor within tho°scopo 
and object of the Famine Code, but eveu that was due simply to the kind consider 
ahon and timely instructions and favour of His Honor tho Lieutenant-Governor" 
nhose constant support from first to last deserves our sincere thanks. * 

8 . Earlier measures adopted and the relief administered by the Fund All 

neaT ^ ^ of the Indian Famine Charilbio Relief Sw 

famme 7 irtr d't- P rT had -f ne * ^ t0 0aU “ a PP^sion of serious 
district, but with good arrangements the apprehension was removed, 
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.although with the coutiuuauce of high prices moderate distress was more or less 
felt except iu villages where means of irrigation were uuusually ample. TTe had 
thus to start relief under paragraph 5(a) and (b) of the Famine Code, and also somo 
test works were temporarily started. Poorhouses were opened in Etah, Jalesar, 
and Aliganj, and relief was freely given to the poor and indigent. It was undesir- 
able to stint, but it was equally uudesirable to be unnecessarily lavish. The 
Fund supplemented the Government relief: it did not, however, supplant it. In the 
middle of February 1897, when expenditure on both the village relief and Act 7Y 
towns was met from local and district subscriptions, aid came in from the Indian 
Famine Charitable Belief Fund. A public meeting consisting of all the gentry and 
raises of the district was convened at the headquarters on 15th February 1897, and 
sub-committees were formed of such respectable members only for different circles 
as were distributing gratuitous relief. These committees continued to do their work 
properly and distribute the money, keeping the Government account quite separate 
from the consolidated Charitable Belief Fund. Exactly on similar linos relief from 
the Fund was administered ; both were kept under the same oontrol, supervision and 
direction; both kept and furnished similar accounts ; and yet, as explained above, the 
two had nothing to do with each other. The work was occasionally checked by the 
tahsilddr and naib tahsllddr, while the accounts were properly kept at the Sadr 
under the guidance of the Honorary Secretary. Thus from the very beginning but 
one form of administering relief was adopted and continued to the very last. Belief 
was invariably given in cash rather than in kind, as this was found to be the easiest 
and best way of giving it and at the same time the one mostly liked by the people. 

9. Brief account of the relief given by the Fund . — Gratuitous relief was the 
relief actually given by the Fund from first to last in the manner indicated above. 
Besides relief under object IV, clothes and blankets were also given to the inmates of 
the Etah and Aliganj poorhouses who had hardly a rag to their back. 

10. Form of relief specially successful and adapted to the condition of the 
district.— A greater part of the population of the district being agricultural, relief 
under Chapter IV was in my opinion specially successful and adapted to the condition 
of the district. It was given in cash rather than in kind. The relief in seed-grain 
and plough-cattle proved to be of great help to the people. Liberal taqdvi advances 
for construction of wells, coupled with reasonable suspension of Government revenue 
and rent consequent thereon, greatly relieved the agriculturists. The one afforded 
relief to those who had left to them some means of livelihood, while the other gave 
timely start to those who had lost all in the long struggle for life. 

Belief in clothes also proved of great service to the poor in general. It was 
much liked and received with thanks by those who actually stood in need of them. 
It proved to them the generosity aud fellow-feeling of the people of England. It 
was a most welcome relief to those of both sexes who had no clothing to cover them. 
The parda-nashln ladies, who for years long past had not seen fine clothes, received 
them with sincere thanks. 

11. Principal forms of relief under object IV : scope of operations of sack 
relief, &c . — Bupees 21,000 were distributed under this head in tahsil Aliganj. Tho 
supervisor kanungos first prepared lists of cultivators deserving relief under object 
IV after careful local inquiry. Ten per cent, of the villages brought on the lists were 
tested by two responsible ofiicers, namely, the tahsildar and the subdivisions! officer. 
When cultivators were called to the tahsil to receive money the patwdris were direct- 
ed to send only those on the kanungos’ lists, as also others wno might wish to "put 
forward their cases for consideration. The result was that only two or three days after 
the commencement of the distribution the villagers began to pour iu in crowds, 
and then the work of selection became onerous and a little more difficult. They 
were invariably accompanied by the patwari and the ztminiar or zimmdars. In 
each case a lengthy cross-examination was instituted to elicit the following 
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particulars- fa) The number of cattle the applicant had immediately before the 
famine and (b) the number of cattle that were left to him on the day of the inquiry ; 
also the quantity of land he held, the crop he had obtained in rabi and the cir- 
cumstances under which he had lost his cattle. 

Thus correct data were furnished to' the distributors to go on without any fear of 
deception.. Then only those cultivators were given money for bullocks who had 
during the famine lost all the cattle they possessed, or who had left to them only one 
out of four or five or more. Most of such deserving recipients received Es. 10 as 
price of one bullock; some were given Es. 20 for two bullocks, but their number. 
W as comparatively small, and they were persons who were found to have been reduced 
to extreme poverty and bad no chance of getting help from any quarter, and who 
would not be able to save their business even if they were given one bullock, or 
who bad lost all the six, seven or more bead of cattle they had before the famine. 
Poor cultivators who had but one bullock left out of two or three were also brought 
on the seed lists as well as some petty cultivators without any cattle, or such as 
possessed no cattle even before the famine. For seed was given Es. 4 per head. 
There were some who were given money both for cattle and seed. Under this 

category were included those that had left their homes during the famine and had 

returned to resettle in their villages. Money was distributed every afternoon in 
an open space to all tlie selected cultivators at one and the same time in the presence 
of tlie zamfndSrs and patw&ris, who were distinctly warned not to take a single pie 
from tlie poor recipients in any shape or colour. The zamlndars ivere also instructed 
not to avail themselves of the opportunity to collect rents, and the cultivators were 
distinctly told that they should use the money for the purpose for which it was given 
and not to pay anything out of it to any one, and to inform the tahsildar if any one 
were to ask them for anything. In short all precautionary steps were taken to secure 
the object for which the money was distributed. 


12. Brief account of the winding up of relief operations . — The final dole 
was given iu the second and third weeks of September, when every person in receipt 
of gratuitous relief was informed that ho was in future to depend upon himself for 
obtaining his bread and that lie would no longer receive any assistance from the 
sub-committees. Tlie final accounts, together with the amounts undisbursed, were 
received from the sub-committees. The rainfall was most opportune : it benefited 
and also accelerated the preparation of fields for rabi sowings. There was plenty 
of field work for all who could undertake it, and coarse grain was available at a 
comparatively low price. Active distress was at an end. Eelief works were stopped 
everywhere, and the distressed portions were gradually resuming their normal con- 
dition. Inmates of the poorhouse at Etah were gradually sent away to their 
respective homes with necessary doles and travelling expenses. Good vegetables and 
the kharif crops were obtained, and prices commenced falling off. Clothing was 
distributed by the town committees and the kantfngos to persons on their gratuitous 
relief lists, and liberal distribution of blankets, mivzais, and dhotis before the receipt 
of the clothes from England saved the poor from the chill of winter. The vast 
majonty of these persons were iu the lowest depth of poverty and privation, and the 
addition ot small comforts in the shape of food and clothing proved to be of great 
help. It was indeed a sight worth seeing when some of these poor with their lifted 
hands blessed from the depth of their hearts tlie most kind and liberal gentry of 
England, who bad, while taking pity upon their forlorn and distressed condition 
done tlie generous act of sending money and clothes to them from a distant land. 


18 Special services rendered by individuals and sub-committees. -I n connec 

rlnu Tlv “T , be Permitted t0 aention tbe of Dip Chant 
f 0fA lg : U1J ’ aild Munshi Sa y» d Muhammad, Subdivision^ Officer both c 
whom exercised close supervision over the distribution of relief under object’ IV. 

ANANT PBASAD. 
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The district of Bareilly covers an area of 1,591 square miles, and is divided 
into six talisils, viz., Aonla, Baheri, Bareilly, Faridpur, Mirganj, and Nawdbganj. 
There was a certain amount of distress in all the talisils, but the distress in Aonla 
and Bareilly talisils was more acutely felt than in others. 


9— BAREILL'S 

Collector”* letter no. 
dated 17tU Xoto 
1S07. 

Receipt no. 1037. 


2. The district is traversed by several rivers, of which the Bdmgauga, Bahgul, 
and Nakatia are the most important. The chief crops grown in the district are wheat, 
barley, and gram in the rabi (spring crop), and rice, juar, bajra, maize, and pulse 
in the Icharif (autumn crop). 


3. The condition of the poorer classes is not veiy satisfaotorv, consisting of 
cultivators, artizans, and labourers, whose welfare depends entirely on the character 
of the harvest. When prices are normal these men pull on somehow or otiier, but 
ns soon as prices become high, they soon begin to feel distress. There is very little 
emigration from the district at any time, the people being content to live where they 
are .even if they get but one meal a day. 


4. The crops in the two years 1894-95 and 1895-96 were not at all up to the 
mark. In both years the Icharif crop was almost a failure — dhan, the principal 
crop, especially, owing to the scantiness of the rainfall. The rabi in both years was 
fair, and it was to this crop alone that the poorer people had to look for subsistence. 
In 1896-97 unfortunately both Icharif and rabi crops were poor and prices commenced 
to rise immediately it became apparent that the first crop was going to be a failure. 


5. As stated in previous reports, it was in September 1S96 that, the people began 
to feel the pinch of scarcity, and as the cold weather advanced the state of things 
■became worse and worse. On 14tli October a meeting was convened in the Bareilly 
Town Hall, consisting of the leading citizens of both the Hindu and Muhammadan 
communities aud the members of the district staff, presided over by Mr. Hooper, the 
then Commissioner of the division. It was unanimously agreed and resolved that a 
Head Committee for Charitable Belief for the district should be started at the head- 
quarters of the district, with branches, at all the six tabsils, and that the members 
should be asked to collect subscriptions. The Belief Committee was quickly formed, 
and commenced operations without delay. 

6. A sum *of Bs. 5,136 was collected, which was afterwards supplemented by 
monthly instalments from the Executive Committee, Indian Famine Charitable Belief 
Fund, at Allahabad, the total amount contributed by that body being Bs. 50,200 
received up to date. There were also a few miscellaneous receipts and the total 
receipts, amount altogether to Bs. 55,363-4-6. 

7. This amount was distributed to deserving persons in the district from time 
to time as necessity arose, aud was spent as follows: 


Object I 
Do. II 
Do. Ill 
Do. IV 
Miscellaneous 


Rs. a. p. 

... ... 3,009 9 7 

733 0 0 

... 10,221 5 C 
... 35,000 0 0 
330 5 5 

Total ... 55,303 1 G 


8. Lists of deserving persons were prepared by Municipal Commissioner- in 
the Municipality aud zamindars and members of the District Board in the district 
which, after being checked by talisllddrs, were laid before the Head Committee and 
.finally passed. The relief was given by fortuightly doles of Be. 1 per head in almost 
mil cases in the Municipality through the members of different wards, the distribution 
bein- subsequently tested by selected members of the Head Committee. Similarly 
relief was given in each tabs'll by tahsil officials and members of the District Board and 
•eventually tested by tahsilddrs. In Cantonments the Cantonment Magistrate was 
in charge of the distribution of the relief money. 


0 The amount spent on all the objects of the Fund has been shown in paragraph 
7 above, and the details of the same will be found in Statement B annexed. The sums, 
spent under objects I to IV do not call for any esplanatum at length. The sum of 
E« 336-5-5, shown as miscellaneous expenditure, was spent under office and eontmgent 
expenditure. Quinine, to the value of Bs. 1,681, was purchased and given to the 
Civil Surgeon for the distribution of pills in the district as suggested by Government 
and the Commissioner of the division. As tho famine operations were being brought 
to a close, fever in epidemic form appeared in the district and committed considerable 
havoc amongst the cultivating and labouring classes, who sufferred most from if. 
Accordingly, it was considered of the utmost importance that the balance m baud should 
be utilized in distribution of quinine in the district, and I am glad to report that the 
quinine so distributed has had good effect in relieving tho sufferers. The epidemic 
was so severe that it was feared at one time that it would seriously affect the sowing 
of the spring crop, and the distribution of quinine at this particular time I consider 
to have been of the utmost benefit to the agricultural population. 


10. Persons deserving of relief mentioned in section 54 and Chapter X ol the- 
Famine Code were carefully separated, the former being supported by the Collector 
from Government funds, while the funds of the Committee were entirely devoted 
to the relief of the respectable poor, particularly purda-nashin widow ladies,, 
who could not be properly dealt with under the ordinary rules. The Hindu and 
Muhammadan orphanages here, which are partly maintained by Government and 
partly by private charity, were assisted by the Charitable Fund in shape of "com- 
forts ” and the like. 


11. In some cases clothing was also supplied to the poor in addition to the- 
fortnightly cash payment. Particular care was taken in the selection of persons 
deserving of gratuitous relief, especially in the case of parda-nashin women, who- 
formed the bulk of recipients of our charity. 


12. The method adopted to ensure that suitable relief'should be brought within 
the reach of every person other thau agriculturists in need of it lias been explained 
in paragraph 8. In the case of agriculturists and nrtizans the following measuros-' 
were taken. Duplicate lists of such persons were prepared, one by patwaris and the 
others by zmnndars. These lists were drawn up independently,* and wore after- 
wards compared and checked by tahsildars and then passed by the Head Committee. 
Every possible care was taken in preparing these lists and in making payments, in 
order to sec that only men deserving of help might get relief. The money, Rs; 35,000- 
iu all, was distributed by tahsildars personally in the presence of a member of the 
Head Committee, the patwuri, and the head-man of the village. 


13. Owing to the lateness of the present autumn crop it was under contem- 
plation to extend the relief operations to the end of October. The occurrence of the- 
fever epidemic, however, rendered assistance in tho form of medicines a far more 
beneficial object than the continuance of the money doles, as tho securing of a good 
harvest was a matter of absolute necessity, and thus the balance of Rs. 1,631 was. 
spent in purchasing quinine as stated iu paragraph 9 above. 


14. Of the non-official gentlemen who have contributed so largely to the 
successful operations of the Charitable Fund Committee in this district, I cannot 
speak too highly of the services rendered by Babu Mohan Lai, Rai Bahadur Thh 
gentleman was unanimously appointed Secretary to the Local Committee, and ha< 
throughout borne the blunt of administration of the Fund. The accounts have' been 
maintained iu perfect order by him, and few have done such ungrudging hard work 

M :‘r.V l0 r thr0ughout th ? options, considering that he is also an Honorary 
agis u o Secretary to the District Board, and a prominent member of the Municipal 
ard, and that the onerous duties lie has had to perform could not but be detrimental 
to his own private affan-s, his services are deserving of recognition. P X He 
Bam, C.I.E., Munsln Ashfak Husain, Munshi Damodar Das, Eai Bahad“ 
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Khudayar Khan, and Knnwar Misr Ilarcharan, Rai Bahadur, all did excellent 
work in administering the funds in the city ; whilst in the district Hakim Wilaynt 
Ali Khan, Thtikur Lakhau Singh, Ltila Gopd Das, and Lula Solian Lai did good 
service. I do not think it necessary to mention specially the services of Government 
officials who did special service, but I quote the list of the officers reported for good 
work in my report to Government : — Talisildars, Munshi Baij Nath, Sayid Asghar 
Ali, Munshi Muhammad Akhtar Khan, Sayid Muhammad Ahsan, Munshi Ram 
Saru p ; Naib Tahsilddrs. Klnvtija Rahmat-ullah Khan, Cliandhri Jot Singh; Super- 
visor Kanungos, Baku Ram, Dwarka Parshad, Prag Datt ; Deputy Collectors, Saiyid 
Muhammad Jawad, Munshi Amir Singh ; Head, Clerks, Bdbu Naubat Rae, nari 
Narayan Ghosh ; General Superintendent, Mirza Ahmad Jan ; General Clerk, Dnrga 
Parshad. 

R. H. BRERETON, C.S. 


The Bijnor district is 1,870 square miles in area. A considerable tract lying 
along the Himalayas is covered with jungle, but the rest is cultivated with the 
ordinary crops. It has practically no irrigation except some small locil canals, 
and kachcha wells can only be made in certain parts. Though the population of 
7,94,000 is mainly agricultural, there arc a larger number than usual of small towns 
and large villages and the proportion of urban population is comparatively high. 
About one-third of the inhabitants are MusrJmans, and a noticeable feature is 
the very large number of day labourers, which is larger than in any other district in 
the division of Rohilkhand. 


10.-BIJN0R. 
Collector’s letter 
439 

xii- io' Jatotl 22nd 
vembor 1897. 

Receipt no. 1077. 


2. The most important crops are rice and sugarcane. The latter gives employ- 
ment to an immense amount of labour both in surface-digging the fields after sowing 
and in cutting and pressing the cane and afterwards in manufacturing it into raw 
sugar. So important is this industry, that one small railway station, Dliampur, usually 
receives about ten lakhs of rupees as freight for sugar, a sum nearly equal to the 
whole revenue of the district. 


3. In 1895 the rains ceased in the beginning of September and the khartf crop 
was estimated at only a 12-anna crop. There was no more rain until January 28th, 
1896, and the rabi was a short 8-anna crop. Barley, which is sown in the pooler 
soils, was a complete failure. In 1896 there was promise of a bumper khartf as 
regards food crops, but oauc had largely failed owing to the absence of winter rains. 
The rains, however, again stopped on August 22nd, 1896, and the late rice was a failure. 
The kharif was estimated as a 10-anna crop. Rain in November, December, and 
February gave a better rabi than in the preceding year, but the area sown was very 
short, so that the total outturn was only about 9 annas. 

'4. Still no crop was an absolute failure. Cultivators though much pressed had 
food, and were even able to employ labour to a large extent. The failure of the cane 
threw a large number of labourers out of employment for a short time in February 
and March 1897, but otherwise able-bodied workers could get work. What caused 
distress was solely the enormous rise in prices. I have calculated out that on March 
15th, 1S97, a given sum would only purchase 54 per cent, of the grain it would have 
purchased before prices began to be affected ; and this was as bad as in the worst 
-days of 1877-78. . 

5. The result was that a wage which would formerly support a family would 
now barely support the earner himself. Field labourers who are frequently paid 
in grain or have a patch of cultivation of their own, did not sutler so much, but the 
artizau, the town day labourer, the widow — in fact all classes who had to buy their 
food and earned money wages, and those who from any cause were incapacitated from 
working and were dependent on charity, soon felt the pinch. 

6. As early as August 1896, it began to be seen that help was needed for 
certain of the poorest who were unable to work. Subscriptions amounting to some 
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K=. 408 were raised and four temporary poorhouses started in the tahsili t owns of 
Bijnor Najibabad, Nagiua, and Dhampur. The numbers, however, who came to these . 
were wry small aud many went out as the Icharif harvest, came iu. These poor- 
houses were maintahied from August to the beginning of October out of subscriptions 
at a cost of some Rs. 299-5-3 ( vide page 7 of Form B), when the poorhouses were 
taken over by Government. The balance, Rs. 13S-14-0, was spent on buying 
blankets and razdis for the poorkouse inmates. 


7. In December and January distress began to grow much more acute, and it 
was advisable that something should be done for the poor and particularly for 
parda-nashin widows iu towns. Accordingly committees were formed in 17 towns 
or lar^e villages, a secretary aud treasurer appointed for each. Subscriptions 
amounting to over Rs. 12,900 were promised and Rs. 8,800 ' realized. Lists of 
widows aud others ueeding help were prepared aud scrutinized and some help given 
in the begiuning of February. It was intended that as far as possible each town 
should arrange for its own poor, but a few larger sums were paid into a general fund 
in order to supplement the local subscriptions where they fell short. 


8. In the begiuning of February I got your invitation to join the genoral relief 
fund and called a meeting of representatives from each town, and on February loth 
it was agreed to join the general fuud. Subscribers, however, still wished that as far 
as possible their subscriptions should be devoted to the particular town or village for 
which they had given it, and their wishes were carried out. 

9. The doles to be given were fixed to be Rs. 2 per mensem for adults, Re. 1-8-0 
for children over 12, and Re. 1 for children under 12 years of age. These were given 
in February and March ; then when the rabi harvest came in and prices fell they were 
reduced to half that amount 5 in August, when pressure became severer, three-quarters 
of the amount was given, aud iu September, when the kharlf cheap grains began to 
come in the half dole was given. 

10. The method of transacting the business was as follows: There was a head 
committee at Bijnor. Each town committee sent to it fortnightly a simple statement, 
showing the balance in baud, auy fresh subscriptions realized, the number of people 
relieved during the fortnight with ages, the amount spent, balance remaining aud 
estimated requirements for next fortnight. These were checked in the headquarters. 
If the town committee had funds iu hand it was authorized to expend so much, if 
not, a sum necessary to make up its requirements was sent it from the general fund. 
In the general fund were put certain larger subscriptions before alluded to, other 
subscriptions received for it aud the contributions from the Provincial Executive 
Committee. This system worked very well, though it was sometimes difficult to get 
the accounts in time from the town committees. 


11. In villages the more respectable classes had not so much need of relief as iu 
towns. They are fewer in number and better known and could be relieved by 
Government officials. The committees therefore confined their operations to the 
17 towus and larger villages. In towns the respectable classes, i.e., parda-nash'ms, 
are more difficult to get at. They are only known to their immediate neighbours and 
would often die rather than accept charity from an official. Several of the members 
of the committees told me of women refusing relief when they heard their names 
were on a list, and of others who would only accept it if it were given when none of 
the nieghbours knew. It was thus recognised that in towns relief under object III 
could best be carried out through the committees, while that in villages was left to 
the circle relief officers. Persons of the lower classes were generally/except in eases 
of utter infirmity, referred to poorhouses. 


12. The actual distribution was carried out by the members of the town com- 
mittees, to each of whom was assigned a circle or a ward of a town. 

. 1S - Iu i 0110 instance some enemies charged the secretary of a town committee 

with embezzlement, but he was able to refute the charge entirely. 
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14. Though cultivators did not suffer as a rule from actual want of food liko 
bartizans, they were brought to an extreme pitch of financial exhaustion by the 
recurrent losses of so large a portion of four successive harvests. Many of them had 
•'sold their plough-bullocks or had lost them and been unable to purchase new ones, 
and had not the wherewithal to purchaso seed. The gift of R«. 40.000 for object 
IV from the Central Committee was therefore most welcome. I have already 
reported to you the method of obtaining lists and of distribution of this sum, which 
was done through official agency. 

Probably the indirect effect of this magnificent gift was double or treble it3 
•direct effect. Directly no man was given more than enough to buy one pair of bul- 
locks and seed for 10 bfghas of land, however big his holding was. But with 10 
'bighas sown he would probably bo able to get advances from his bania on its 
security, which would enable him to better his position further. Again, by a certain 
amount of their tenants being aided, zamlndtirs were able to help others vith the 
funds released, and so the snouball rolled on. 

15. The recounts generally explain themselves, but there are one or two points 
(requiring notice — 

(a) The total amount is larger by Rs. G-15-10 than that reported in the 

fortnightly returns. On closing the famine accounts tho sum was found 
at Najlbabr.d tahsfl, and was a balance of sums collected locally before 
tho committeo was formed which had not been reported before. 

(b) Of Its. 4-10 received from England for the district, Its. 2G0 were specially 

car-marked for aid to cultivators in buying seed and cattle, and were 
oxpended accordingly over and abovo the Rs. 40,000 received for that 
purpose from your Committeo. 

(c) The details of the accounts will not agree entirely with the fortnightly 

details, as the expenditure previous to the formation of the Fund was 
shown in the latter under object III, and has now beeu shown under 
object I. 

\d) The amount spent on clothing is not absolutely correct, for some small 
'sums were given by charitable persons direct to the managers of tho 
pool-houses for this purpose ; the blankets or razais were bought then 
and there and given to tho inmates and the sums did not appear in 
our accounts. 

H. FRASER, C.S. 


The distress in this district affected principally the high sandy bhur tract 
and the rice-growing villages. The area affected was thus about 200 squares mile3. 

2. The high prices, however, affected tho labouring classes and poorer classes 
•in ail tho towns. With the exception of the hell" given for the purchase of catlle 
and seed the Charitable Fund was applied to helping tho poor in the towns only. The 
drought in 189G killed tho rice in the D.itagauj rice-growing villages, and very 
seriously damaged tho usual kharif crops in tho bhur villages. Tho latter managed 
to raiso a poor rabi, but the hard baked clay in the rice villages could not be plough- 
ed or sown. 

Kharif outturn. Kali outturn, 

Bhur villa, ct ... ... — Gannas. 8 to 10 annas. 

Uice villages in DJtagr.nj ... ... 4 do. 4 do. 

3. When in September 189G it became apparent that the kharif would be poor 
and prices higher than before private charity decreased, and so those who usually 
lived on alms aud were unfit for work had to be provided for. Subscriptions were 
raised locally and a poorhouse established from October 1st at tho Sadr. This was 
taken over by Government on 1st November 1896. 

19 


11.— BUDATJN. 

Collector’* letter no. 259, 
dated Gth November 1897« 
Receipt no. 953. 
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• The funds were then. applied to relieving respectable and decrepit poor in tho- 
towns of the district so as to enable them to kcop out of the poorhousc. 

Sub-committeos were therefore st.rted at Bilsi, Uj'aani, and Salmswdn, composed 
of the Municipal members, and in the Act XX towns of D/itaganj, Alapur, Usehat, 
Kakrala, Bisauli, Mundia, aud Ishtmnngar, composed of tahslldars and the members' 
of the * “ Pauch.” The District Committee was affiliated to tho Provincial Com- 
mittee by its resolution of the 1st March 1897. The District Committee and tho-. 
sub-committees raised a local subscription ofRs. 0,911-4-0, which was subsequently 
supplemented by an aggregate grant of Its. 12,200 from the Provincial Committee. 
A sum of Rs. 36-4-3 was obtained from the sale proceeds of yarn and ropes prepared 
by the distressed persons at Bisauli and Dafaguiij. I ho total sum thus placed at tho- 
disposal of tho District Committee was Rs. 19,147-8-3 entered in It orm A. Tho 
money of this Fund was lodged with the Government treasurer with whom it 
remained till 1st May 1897, when under the orders of the Comptroller-General it was 
transferred to the personal ledger accounts. 

Expenditure. 

4. Government relief in this district comprised only — .1) test works; (2) one 
poorhouse. No charitable funds were spent at tho test works except Rs. 2-12-0 for- 
milk for children. The only expenditure in tho poorhouse, after it was taken over 
by Government, was for clothing. R». 52-9-9 was spent at tho dispensaries in 
giving food to poor patients. As there was no Government town or village relief 
there was no possibility of the Government and Charitable Fund Relief clashing. 


As regards tho help givon to agriculturists tho tahsil.hirs and mysolf settled’ 
what tho villages should be an l tho lump sums to bo given to each. Tho tuhslldSra- 
then, with the help of the local zamlndars, made out the detailed lists which after 
sanction by me were used for taking the receipts of the recipients who wero paid by 
the tahsllddrs themselves. 


5. An expenditure of Rs. 362-8-0 wn3 incurred on object I in maintaining 
the poorhouse and hospital patiouts, while Rs. 9-4-6 was spent by Mr. Lylo in 
relieving certain orphans in Ujhaui. Rs. 9,77"-ll-9 was disbursed through tho- 
memhers of tho Municipal Board and other gniitlemon of position to distressed’ 
persons who could not earn their livelihood and were not fit to be put in a poorhouse.. 
Rs. 9,000 was distributed among cultivators tor purchase of plough-cattlo and seed,. 
The details are in the statements and need not be repeated here. 


6. Tho last relief was given in tho fortnight ending 30th September 1897,. 
after which no further funds remained. Accounts bnvo been called in from all sub- 
committees and examined. The only discrepancy found was in tho month of July 
when in one case the income had been deducted from tho expenditure and only tho- 
haiance reported. An amended statement is now attached. As tho closing balanco- 
was the Eame the returns in the succeeding months are not afifocted. 


(Sd.) E. J. MARDON, C.S. 


Honorary Secretary, Central Belief Committee, District Movadabad . 

A.— The period from the autumn of 1S96 to that of 1897 in this district was 
not so much of actual famine as of scarcity and distress, due to high prices, and the 
distress was felt mainly by the labouring olasses and tho poor of tho bettor classes 
The cultivating classes suffered comparatively little, for tho autumn crop of 1S96. 

tho,, 8 h poor, by do memo failure. During tho whole period tho district 
mi f ‘.T f 7 1° ° ." "° re ‘ ,iStreSed *'“'»• Tt ° it was, 

Tim 398 lit t .7 “ ”“: 0f2 ’ 303 “1"”' containing a p „ pu ,a,i„ n ' 
of 1,179,398. It was ratter mom severe m an area wbieh may bo roughly estimated 

«p«.i!uy poor 10 ‘ deteriorated tod, the cops, mo 


• The tax assessment committee. 



2. The crops of the two preceding years were decidedly below tbo average, 
and the severity of the distress was aggravated 1 by this fact. With the exception of 
this tract the district is of the ordinary Rokilkhand type, and grows tho crops usual' 
in this part of the province, tho most important being sugarcane, wheat, barley, 
rice, and millets. The northern portion owing to its proximity to the mountains, 
received a better rainfall than the south, and consequently suffered loss. 

3. The town population of tho district is large, and the number of respectable 
but poor Muhammadans in threo large towns of Moradabad, Amroha, and Sambhal 
is exceptionally largo. The suffering was greatest among these people, and they • 
received the bulk of the charitable rcliof awarded 1 to the respectable poor. Poor- 
houses were required at the four municipal towns of Moradabad, Chandausi, 
Amroha, and Sambhal, and the number in tho poorhouse at (ho last named place 
were all through specially large, as it provided relief for tho poor of the sandy traot 
already mentioned, iu which the funds pt the disposil of private charity were 
exhausted at an early period. 

4. The loss ia cattle in 1896-97 was probably not great; but there had been 

very considerable mortality amongst them in the sandy tract during the two or three 
previous years. In distributing the money for purchase of seed and cattle more than 
three-fourths was awarded to this (comparatively small tract, and the money has 
undoubtedly been a great boon to the receipieuts. Tho aroa cultivated and the 
yield of the vaiious rahi and Icharlf crops from 1894-95 will appear from the 5 
appendix. Tho autumn crop yield of 1896 has been estimated at 10 annas all round, 
whilst that of tho spring crop ot 1S97 was, after allowing on the one hand for a 
deficiency of 25 per cent, in the area, and on the other for the increased value of the 
crop due to high prices, probably not short of 12 annas. Some of the distress in the 
district was due probably to the holding back of stocks by cultivators and grain- 
merchants, which intensified tho effects of short harvosts and exportation in raising 
price. i 

5. I am not aware of any special custom in the matter of emigrating tem- 
porarily except in the north of the district, where cattle are driven to graze in the 
submoutrne tracts of the Tarai. 

6. B . — Owing to tho prevailing scarcity and consequently distress some of the 
gentry of tho Moradabad city established a purely non-official committee on the 
2nd August 1896. Tho Committee raised subscriptions and helped tho deserving 
objects of charily without any regard to caste or creed, with grain and money up to 
4th September 1896. The money thus spent was Its. 890. Later on the regular 
district committee was formed on the Olh December 1896, and the following sub- 
committees wore formed on tho various dates mentioned against them: — 

Name of place. Date of formation of Committee. 

Tahsfl Thdkurdwdra ... ... ... 9th January 1897. 


Do. 

Amroha 


... 11th 

ditto. 

Do. 

Eelari 

• • • 

... 25 th 

ditto. 

Do. 

Sambhal 

... 

... 28 th 

ditto. 

Do. 

Hasan puT 

... 

... 29 th 

ditto. 


7. The relief in tho shape of clothing, cattle, and seed as well as relief to - 
orphans, was distributed under the superintendence and orders of the District Magis- 
trate and Collector through his subordinate officers. The relief to the parda-nasMn' 
women and the respectable poor was given under the direct supervision of the' 
committee, 

8. The expenditure of tho Government money and the Indian Charitable Be- 
lief Fund was under separate managements. The management of the relief works, 
and poorkouscs opened by the Government was in the bauds of Government servants" 
The Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund was expended partly by the Collector of 
the district a nd partly by the Committee. The Government money was spent on relief 
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f^belpb^hand to the respectable poor who could not, according to the mlcshavo 
t en h Lri bp persons in charge of poorhouses and relief works, on he ground that 
tC would not undertake manual labour or become inmates of the poorhouses. 
ni the two funds did not overlap, but supplemented each other. 


9 0 -The Charitable Relief Fund helped two orphans whose selection was 

nmde by the Collector. Money from this Fund was also spent under the direction 
of persons in charge of poorhouses in the purchase of clothing for such of the inmates 
as were iu urgent need of it. Relief was also given to the cultivators for the purchase 

of s°ed aud cattle under the directions of the Collector, and the money so given 

was distributed through his subordinates. The Collector apportioned the amount 
necessary for every pargana according to its wants. The list of cultivators 
deserving of help was propared through the tahsikttrs, and the money was 
distributed directly through the subordinate officers. Every possiblo precaution 
was observed in the preparation of such lists. The officials distributing the money 
were, however, allowed free discretion in not giviug relief to any persons moutioned 
in the list whom they did not think deserving aud iu giviug it to such others 
as were in their opinion best entitled to it. 


10. To ensure that relief was brought within the reach of every person in need 
of it, strict supervision was maintained, and the result of it was that punishment was 
meted out to some cunuiug patwdris. One was dismissed for furnishing false infor- 
mation, another was prosecuted for an offence under section ‘103, Indian Penal Code, 
but lie escaped puuishmeut ,• and a third was convicted under section 392, Indiau 
Penal Code, for having extorted money from a tonaut to whom it'had been given for 
seed. 


11. In Moradabad city and municipality and the chaukidiiri towns iu tbo dis- 
trict there is a large number of respectable poor including pa rcla-nashin women who 
depend for their livelihood upon petty trade, such as cottou spinning, uoedlework, &c.- 
With the rise in the prices of food-grains the demand for the products of such people’s 
labour considerably decreased aud with it their income. Living became dearer aud 
these people found it extremely hard to maintain thomselves. Besides this class of 
people thore were others who depeudei for their support on friends and relatives iu 
easier circumstances than themselves. But they totally withheld or curtailed thoir 
support as they could not afford to continue it during the prevalence of high prices 
It was these people who were boyoud the pale of private charity, which cau bring 
help to professional beggars aud to members of the lower and monial classes 
only, and who could not go to the poorhouses, that deserved the utmost sympathly. 
The local committee undertook the work of giving assistance to them. I dare say 
that funds could not have been better spent than iu relieving the distress of these 
people, who, but for the timely help given them, would have felt the keenest pinch of 
hard times. Iu doing the work the oommittee mot with difficulties. The initial 
difficulty was the preparation of a list of the really needy people. On the one hand 
there were people who rushed a little too eagerly to take advantage of the help which 
they did not in reality stand in need of, whilst on the other there were others wh 0 
were too shy to make their distress known aud ask for help. The committeo took 
great pains in ascertaining and finding out who wero the persons who reillv 
needed help. Cases were met with in which help was accepted with the greatest 
reluctance, and it was not until the recipients were given the fullest assurance that 
he. r names v-onid on no account be disclosed that they could be persuaded to accept 
c offer. There were a few families which not long ago were in affluent „• 1 

thr^iTh tf ° Wned uonsiderable P r °P ei 'ty and did thriving banking business A^but 
through the vicissitudes of fortune had lost their wealth and fallen il l , / 

!— ~ ~ “° St ***** and 

° P ^ Hindu lady very generously came forward with a handsome 
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donation tor tlio lielp of such families, and relief was given them in accordance with 
her wishes. Help was given to them in the most inoffensive manner. Their names 
wore not entered in the registers though the sums were shown in the accounts. The 
registers were not accessible to any one except, to a few members of the committee, and 
every precaution was taken to minimize the tin pleasantness which accompanies the 
receiving of charity. There was some dilHeulty in getting proper persons to do the 
responsible work of distribution of funds: In the city of Moradabad it was entrusted 
to the local Government Treasurer, who handed over the money at the houses of 
relieved people in the presence of the member? of the committee residing in that 
mohalla. As far a? possible the committee arranged for the distribution of money 
in the mofussil towns by means of respectable persons who could be thoroughly Telied 
upon. There is no orphanage under Hindu or Mohammadnn management here. The 
American Mission maintains an orphanage which is in a flourishing condition. The 
artisans of Moradabad bare not suffered to tlie extent of requiring any help from the 
committee in any shape. 

12. Special services were rendered in thedistrict by the foil owing gentlemen : — 

(1) Lula Dwarka Das, Government Treasurer, distributed relief money with 
great care and accuracy to every pavda-nash'm lady in the city who was a fit object 
of charity in the presence of members and sarpanch. He even distributed money 
out of his own pocket to some whose names wore not down in the register, but who- 
were in bis opinion deserving of charity. 

(2) Muushi Inayat Ali, Honorary Joint Secretary, was of-great help to me in the 
preparation of the register of persons among whom relief money was to be distri- 
buted in flic city. In my absence lie also did all the work connected with the 
rauiasdl. 

(3) Mirza Nnsir-ud-din Muhammad, Asad-ulla Khan, Muhammad Siiuja Ali 
Khau, Thakur Durgn Singh, and Munshi Ishri Sahni were of invaluable help to me 
in the selection of the persons among whom relief money was to be distributed, as 
well as in testing tin' accuracy of lists prepared by other gentlemen. In this they 
acted with impartiality. 

(4) In the committee of Amroha the services of Munshi Sheo Narain, Rais, 
Amrolia, and Rai Bahadur Chaudhri Dliyan Singh were in every way valuable. 

(5) In tahrfl Bilari the services of Balm Jwala Nath, B.A., Secretary, Muni- 
cipality, Chandausi, deserve special mention. 

(G) In Sambhal only Sahu Shiam Sundur Lai’s services deserve mention. 

13. The relief operations have been wound up. 

14. Mr. C. Rustomjee, I.C.S., very kindly undertook the post of President. 
The success attained by the committee in its aims is due to his close supervision 
and necessary instructions from time to time, for which the committee is greatly 

indebted to him. 1 

15. In conclusion I must express my acknowledgments to Mr. Peter, the 
former Collector of Moradabad, for a note giving the information required for Part 
A of the report. 

' JAIKISHAN DAS. 
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The district lias an area of 1,752 square miles, with a population' of 918,981 
souls according to the last census. It is purely amagricultural district, and the 
economic condition of its people is practically the condition of its seasons and 1 har- 
vests. Ho such custom as that of leaving their homes for employment abroad exists 
among the people of this district, and even under the stress of acute famine they are 
most unwilling to go on relief works. 

2. The district was almost wholly affected by famine owing to the high prices 
of food grains ; but according to a statement furnished by the Collector the area that 
suffered jnost from drought generally comprised those parts of the district where the 
rice cultivation is largest. This included about 1,187 , 5S square miles with a popula- 
tion of 615, G59. It covers a large part of the parganas of Jamour (in the Shdjahdn- 
pur tahsil), Higohi and Jaldlpur in tho Tilhar tahsfl, and of the fahsfls of Jaldla- 
bad and Powdyau. A large portion of the parganas of Jamour, jSTigohi, and Jaldl- 
pur lies in low lands. Tahsfl Jalalabad has its soil mostly sandy bhiir. The 
Powdyan tahsfl has a large portion under forest. The remainder consists of mere 
sandy plains, and the soil where culturable is mainly bhftr. 

8. The district has suffered considerably from short harvests for several years 

back. Both the harvests of 
the years 1894-95 and 1895-96 
were deficient. The figures 
on the margin show the extent 
of the yield of the principal 
crops grown in this district 
during three years preceding 
the cold weather of 1896-97. 
The deficiency of the harvest 


Autumn crops. 


Proportion on 1G nnnaB. 
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Chairman’s letter n 

dated 20th NovemV 
XT ■ 

1897. 

Becoipt'no.-lOSO. 


Itice ... 

Indian-corn 
Cotton 
Jttor ... 
jBajra 
Urd , mu np 

Winter crops 
Sugarcane 
A r heir 
Wheat . 

Barley 

Peas and graui 

of 1895-96 is said to have been much more felt here than elsewhere in the division. 
The consequence was that tho actual stock of grain at the commencement of 1896-97 
was depleted, the available capital was reduced, and credit, on which for tho most 
part the people have to work, was diminished. The general population thus had no’ 
sufficient means in the beginning of the year to withstand tho effect of the extraordi- 
narily high prices then prevailing. However, their hopes depended on the kharlf 
harvest, which for some. time continued to be promising ; but owing to the character 
of the rainfall in June and July, and its entire cessation at the end of August 1896, 
the result was very’ disappointing. The failure of tho September rains not only 
reduced the autumn crop to little below half the normal outturn, but also effected 
very seriously the prospects of the coming rail, and owing to the lack of moisture 
in the soil the area sown was much less, say 60 per cent, than the normal quantity. 

4. In June 1S96, signs of acute distress became apparent, and as time went on 
the intensity of the famine grew more severe. Prices of food grains rose very high 
and the number of beggars increased. Tho rural population could procure no food : 
the grain-dealers to a large extent kept back their stocks. They all flocked to the 
city and moved aimlessly about the town from door to door. Measures of relief were 
at once adopted by the Collector ; test works were opened, poorkouses started, and 
subscriptions raised. First of all a poorhouse was started at Tilhar on the 15th 
June 1896. At Nawada, a suburb of this city, one was opened on the 23rd July 1S96, 
and one at Powdyan on the 27th. These poorhouses were maintained partly from 
municipal funds and partly by charily collected in the district, an account of which 
will be given later on. Gratuitous relief was also given by the Collector, partly from 
funds raised by subscription and partly from Government funds, in the shape of 
money doles to respectable persons in the city and other important towns, which 
continued till February 1897. 

5. When the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund was constituted it was 
arranged that the Charitable Relief Committee should undertake the work in the 
towns of the district, while tho Collector was responsible for the villages. Acorn- 
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uiiUeo was formed for the district oil the 29th March 1897, with sub-committees for- 
■each important town, viz., Tilhar, Poway an, Kate., Kh.ulaganj, and Jahilabad. 
The District Committee was presided over by the Judge, the sub-committees ot 
Tilhar and PowAyan by the Munsifs, and those of ICatra and Jahilabad and Khuda- 
ganj by men of position in those towns. The city was divided for the distribution 
of relief into six circles, each of which was in clmrgo ot a member ol the committee 
who had a good knowledge of the locality. The funds were deposited with the Gov- 
ernment Treasurer. Lists were prepared by the members and sub-committees and 
after approval by the'Ccntral Committee the amount was sent out for distribution 
by issuing cheques mouth by month. Each distributor kept a registei 01 list -"how 
ing the names of persons relieved and the amount paid them. Meetings ot the Dis- 
trict Committee were held fortnightly for some months, and later monthly. Ac- 
counts were received fortnightly from the members and sub-committees and laid 
before the District Committee for approval. Relict was for the most part confined 
to parila-nashin women of good family who had no means of support, lhe total 
amount of the remittances received from the Provincial Committee up to the 31st 
October 1S97 was Rs. 91,700. Adding to this the sum of Rs. 5,G01-6.3 raised by 
subscriptions in the district between July' 1S9G and January 1S97, the total comes to 
Rs. 97,304-6-3, which was devoted to objects I, III, and IV alone. .For the sake 
of convenience I take these objects ono by one, giving on account ot relief under each. 


b. Object I. i a.) Supplementin') the Government Relief . — A sum of Rs. 592 
has been spent under this head of expenditure out of the remittauuos received from 
the Allahabad Committee, plus Rs. 3,940-0-1 out of the district subscription money. 
This latter sum was chiefly used in maintaining the poorhouses open in June and 
July 1896 before Government auction had begun. About Rs. 1,440-2-0 were spent in 
supplying clothing to the inmates, aud the rest in rations and comforts and charges 
of establishment. The Nawada poorhouso was managed by Mali a raj Badri Prasad, 
Rai Bahadur, a member of this Committee. According to the accounts furnished by 
the members the management of all the poorhouses appears to have been very satis- 
factory. All theso pool-houses wore superintended by a Government servant equal 
in rank to a naib kauuugo, whose work was again supervised weekly by a Deputy 
Collector specially deputed for the purpose, and daily by the tahsflddr of th« 
locality, under the general supervision of t ho Collector. The cooking was done by 
paid Brahmans. The inmates ivore fed twice a day, and the sick cared for by a com- 
pounder under the supervision of the hospital assistant, who used to visit them daily. 
The highest number of persons attending during this period was 811. 


The maintenance of these poorhouses depended upon charity, in some instances 
till September, and in othor.i till October 1896, after which they were taken over by 
the Government, which continued to support them at its expense till the middle of’ 
October 1897, when they wore all closed. In March aud April 1897, when the 
District Charitable Relief Committee was formed, a sum of Rs. 200 was given to 
Maharaj Badri Prasad, manager of the Nawada poorhouso, aud Rs. 200 to the 
tahsfidfirs of Tilhar and PowAyan each for distribution of ' clothing among the 
inmates of poorhouses under their respective care. A sum of Rs. 276 was paid to the 

Collector for the same purpose in June and August, when he drew the attention of 

the Committee to the miserable state of newly-admitted inmates, who hardly had a 
rag to cover their nakedness. 


. w In ' the be S inuiu g of April a supply of 50 woolen belts and 50 jerseys was ' 
received from the Provincial Committee ; but as the seasou was not, then suitable for 
their use, they were reserved for the cold weather. In September last the Committee 
decided that they should be made into paticoats after the native fashion otherwise 
they would not be so useful, and distributed to the sick and infirm in the poorhouso 
at Raw Ada, and this was accordingly done through the agency of Maharaj Badri 
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7. Object III. (a) Relief of respectable persons — Relief under this head was 
given in a very simple form in the shape of free money grants to respectable persons 
and families in a state of destitution who would not consent to leave their homes, 
distributed bi-monthly by the members of the city wards and the chairmen of the 

Above twelve years, five pice per flay sub-committees in person. The rate of payments 
niid four pice per day. were determined according to their age. as indicated 

Above seven years, three pice per day . _ ° 

Seven years and nnder, two or one on the margin, xhese rates "were, however, reduced 

pice per d»y. by one-fourth from August at the suggestion of the 

Provincial Committee. About two-thirds of the persons on relief lists were parda- 
nashin women of good families, the greater number of them being Musalmans. The 
highest number of persons relieved in any one month was 2,455, consisting of 366 
men, 1,89S women, and 136 boys and 55 girls. 

At Tilhar it is also reported that a large number of respectable women of this 
class was relieved privatly and secretely, whose names were not shown in the list, 
to save their feelings of respect. As to the sum thus expended we have had of course 
to accept the word of the local distributor. 

The total expenditure under this head comes to Rs. 23,461-4, to which may be 
added Rs. 1,600, part of the district subscription money, by which this class of 
paupers, numbering 826, was gratuitously relieved by the Collector in December, 
January, and February before the constitution of this committee. 

This, kind of charity was undoubtedly most welcome, as it reached in the hour 
of need, aud it is solely due to this fund that thousands of lives have been saved ; 
otherwise many of this respectable class of people would without the slightest doubt 
have perished miserably unknown to the Government from starvation. 

(b) In June last a bale containing 215 skirts and 132 chaddars was received by 
this Committee out of the clothing so 'kindly sent out by Mrs. Hauser trom England. 
They were distributee! chiefly amongst the most destitute women of good families in 
the city and other important towns of the district, the largest share of course going to 
the city. They were received by them with the liveliest expressions of gratitude and 
admiration : they remarked on the fine quality of the cloth and the tasteful patterns. 
Indeed most of them had never in their lives seen such fine garments Many asked 
that their names be sent to Mrs. Hauser to express their thanks for her kind gift. 
As skirts are not used by Muhammadan females, nearly half of the supply was cut 
into trousers, and thus one skirt sufficed for two recipients. The whole supply was 
distributed to 370 women, excluding the town of Tilhar, whence the account of 
distribution has not yetbeen received in spite of repeated reminders. The committee 
say that, looking to the number of sufferers, the supply of this clothing was compara- 
tively very small. 

8. Object IV. — The expenditure under this head was managed by the Collector, 
and the sum of Rs. 67,200 received for the purpose was made over to him by the 
committee. Ho detailed account of the mode adopted for distibution has been 
received from him, but it is understood that lists of the persons to be relieved were 
made by the village officials and were checked, and the 'money paid by the Deputy 
Collectors on the spot. The whole allotment was expended in May and June 1897 
in grants for the purchase of cattle and seed. The total number of persons relieved 
under this head was 5,280. 

9. Miscellaneous expenses. — The figure shown under this head in the state- 
ment is Rs. 511-2, consisting of Rs. 446-12, received from the Provincial Com- 
mittee, and Rs. 64-6-2, part of the district subscription. Out of Rs. 446, Rs. 46 have 
been expended upon stationery and postage stamps, and in paying tbe salary of 
two muliarrirs entertained from the 16th April at the request of the members to help 
them in keeping account and distributing the alms; one for wards Nos. 1, 2, and 3, 
and the other for the other three wards. These appointments were, however, reduced 
in the middle of June. Rupees 400 were paid to the Collector in October la«f for the 

21 
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purchase of quiniue* at the request of Government, owing to the grca prevalouco of 
malarial fever iu tl. 0 district. No ovtra establi.1un.nt was euteriame.l by 11.0 D.s not 

Committee: everything «. done In U» *dg* •“«« ^ 

by the munsarim. Every care was take., to ensure economy. 

10 There is no balance now . in the hands of the committee, all having been 
spent up to the end of October 1897. At the last meeting held on the 30th Oetober 
the committee were of opinion that there still existed strong neeess.ty tor the d.sm- 
bution of personal relief, and that such necessity would exist till the end ot the month 
of November, particularly among the non-ngncultural population of tho city and 
towns and tho chairman was requested to apply to the Provincial Committee fora 
further allotment of Rs. 3,000. The Honorary Secretary was accordingly addressed 
on the subject, but the Provincial Committee have intimated that no further allot- 
rneut eau be made, and practically relief operations have now been wound up and 
the committee will bo dissolved. 

11 Tbe members of the committee named on the margin have shown great 

, . interest and zeal in tho execution of the committee's 

S Kazt Muhammad Ilusuin. . 

Muimhi Saklmwat Husain, Khdn work. They say that as lar as they have been able 
( 3 ) Munahf Kifajat ultai, Khan. to study the feelings of the people, the majority of 

(a) tala Kishori Lai. them are exceedingly grateful to the donors. The 

(3) Pandit liar Dayul Tnvedi. . ,, , , . , , , , , 

(G) Maharaj Badri l’raaad, ltai Haha- charity has generally been very highly valued aud 

dur ‘ elleeted a great deal of good. It has saved a great 

bulk of the agricultural class from total ruin aud turned thousands of beggars from 

death’s door. They say that it has produced a very firm impression upon the mitids 

of the public that the Euglish people will not sutler them to die of starvation, and 

that this coming to their assistance witli such generosity has established a very strong 

bond of sympathy between the two countries; and they feel that they can rely upon 

the Euglish nation in time of need. 

Iu conclusion the committee wish me to tender their heartfelt thanks to all the 
subscribers and donors of the Fund, and to the Local Governmeut aud Government 
of India for the sympathetic support rendered to tho distressed people of this country 
and of this district. 

J. J. MoLEAN, C’.iS. 


14.-PILIBHIT. 
Eucl 03 r.ro to Colloctor’a 

letter no. ^_ 3 ^ datcd 

22nd November 1807. 
Bccuipt no. 1083. 


1. Area in which there has been die trees . — The distress prevailed throughout 
the whole district, the area of which is 1,373 square miles, of which H9 squure°railed 
are occupied with forests. 

2. Physical condition . — This is a central submontane district, bordering on 
Nepal territory and the Turai. Tho climate is generally bad and malarial fever 
very prevalent. 

3. Nature and relative importance of the crop grown . — The chief crops are 
rice, sugarcane, wheat, aud barley. Of these rice is the most important of the kharij 
food crops, as wheat and barley of tho rabi, but the cultivator’s credit deponds ohioth 
on his sugarcane, as sugar-making is the chier industry of the district. 

Ot the two harvests, Icharif and rabi, the former is more important tl.au the 
latter; A rabi harvest, however good, can hardly compensate for the failure of , 
khanf harvest, as the food of the people is chiefly rice and the coarser grains m-owti 
during the Icharif. Wheat is consumed by tho wealthier classes only. 

eoru T ft? are - 0t ^ r 7T ° finferi ° r im P° rtaacein tKe Met, such us gram, Indian- 

’ J ; ? udr> hodon > marua > sdma, and the pulses. All of these, exoepti.u 
gram, appertain to the hharif. ■ 


This charge of this sum has been corrected in tho accounts : it is now rightly shown under object I. 
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4. Economic condition of the people .— In the north and north-west portions 
of the district the people as a rule are a very poor lot. Their houses are small, in 
many cases built only of grass, and in tho hot weather very many villages are burnt 
out. They are indifferent cultivators and the climate is very unhealthy. Their 
landlords are averse to improving them, as they prefer to rule them as slaves. Land- 
lords lend cattle and seed, the tenant ploughs and sows, and the greater half of the 
produce goes to the former. In the southern portions, however, the tenant is bolder 
and better, bas more rights and fights for them, and is decidedly wealthier. The 
district is not celebrated for any industry, as agriculture is the chief occupation. 


6. Chief occupations and existence of any special custom . — The table given 
below show's the percentages of persons following different occupations : — 


Agricnltnrists 

Traders and tankers 

Profession 

Artizans ... 

Menials 

Labourers 

Others ... 


Total 


67-35 

6-63 

0-88 

6-94 

4 - 47 
10-44 

5 - 29 

100 00 


The agriculturists constitute a little more than two-thirds of the total number 
of the people. Next to them are the labourers, who are a tenth of the entire popu- 
lation. 

In only the northern parts of the district do the people leave their homes for a 
time for employment elsewhere. Many go after reaping their own crops to help reap 
those in the Tartu and Nepiil, where there is a scarcity of labour and the harvests are 
later than in this district. 

6. Crops obtained during the two or three months immediately preceding 
the cold weather of 1896-97. — The crops obtained during the two or three months 
immediately preceding the cold weather of 1896-97 were as given below: rice 
6 annas, Indian-corn 14 annas, judr and bdjra 10 annas, kodon, marua, and 
s&ma 12 annas, pulses 5 annas. The kharif was about a six-anna crop, i.e., five- 
eighths of the harvest was entirely lost. The nature and failure of the harvest 
will be judged from the figures given above. Eice, the most important kharif 
crop, yielded only a five-anna outturn. The area under rice was 46'78 per cent, 
of the total area sown with kharif Late rice was entirely lost, and it is the 
more valuable part of the kharif. Indian-corn was good, but unfortunately but 
a small area was sown with it. 


The area sown with rabi iu 1897 was only 65 per cent, of the normal. 
Owing to the want of rain iu August, September, and October gram was a complete 
failure. With this exception the rabi turned out an excellent crop on the area 
sown. It was, however, exported in large quantities, which kept the prices abnor- 
mally high. 


7. 'Organization of the district and sub-committees . — The persons who first 
felt the pinch of famine were those who compose the beggar population. Private 
charity contracted and Government relief was thus first given in the shape of poor- 
houses. In November 1896 some rain fell and labourers for a time obtained work 
on the fields. In December the respectable poor in the town began to suffer. It 
was in that mouth that a district committee was formed, consisting of 27 native 
gentlemen as members, with the Collector 'of the district as chairman, and a Deputy 
Collector as secretary. Subscriptions were raised iu the district and distribution at 
once commenced to the respectable poor. Aid from the Indian Famine Charitable 
Belief Fund was first received on 25tb February 1897. The district was not divided 
into any number of charges, as the distribution of relief in the shape of money doles 
under beading III was confined to the city of Pilibbit and to the‘ respectable poor 
and parda-nashin women, who could not labour in the open, and whose scanty 
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incomes dwindled to nothing as the demand for the work they do at home tell off. 
The distribution was carried out by a sub-committee, consisting enHrcl) of non- 
official members. The distribution of this sort, of relief m the mter.or ot the cl.str.c 
was made entirely under the Famine Code from the Government ^allotments, and 
therefore necessitated the formation of no sub-committee. Re hef in the shape of 
work was given to the able-bodied by Government relief works, both in the town of 
Piiibhft and out in the district. Those unable to work in the town were relieved by 
the town sub-committee of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, and those out 
in the district by Government officials with Government money. Relief in the shape 
of clothes and money to repair houses and to purchase seed and cattle, provided irom 
the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, was of course not restricted to the town. 
Clothes were distributed by the Collector and individual members of the Committee. 
Money for repair of houses was distributed by the Collector after inquiries made 
through native gentlemen. When malarial fever broke out quinine was distributed 
through every available agency, both official and private. In the last three forms 
Government provided no relief. 

The above account will show how the operations of the Indian Famine Charitable 
Relief Fund were prevented from overlapping those of Government, and what earlier 
measures were taken before that Fund was formed. 


8. Account of relief actually given from, first to last. — The relief actually 
given from the Fund from first to last was as follows: — 

(1) Money doles: object III. — The total amount distributed under this head 
from December 1896 to September 1897 was Rs. 14,739. This was given principally 
to parda-nashin ladies in bad circumstances in the town of Pilibhit. The city was 
divided into wards, and a list drawn up each month for each of them. Tho money 
was then disbursed by the members of the committee in charge of each ward. 


(2) Distribution of clothing : objects I and III. — The amount expended under 
this head was Rs. *150. The clothes were distributed by the Collect or, assisted by mem- 
bers of the sub-committee, who drew up lists ; ;is Government gave no relief in this 
form, it was not confined to (be town, but was given all over the district. In respect 
to the clothes seut out to India I would like to point out one aspect. They were such 
as only the respectable poor parda-nashin women could wear. The latter no doubt 
were in need of them, and from my own experience I can say that they were most 
grateful aud thankful to their English sisters for them; but these clothes were of but 


little use to the labouriug women — those who worked out in the open and earned a 
starvation pittance on Government relief works. Their earnings just kept body and 
soul together and left no margin for clothes, and they wore most of them clothed in 
rags. The coarse, strong, native cloth supplied to them stood the wear and tear of 
their work, but the clothes supplied to them out of those received from home did not 


last very long. Yet these in my opinion were the women who most needed clothes, 
for the parda-nashin live indoors, while the labouring poor have to go out. The 
majority of clothes sent us were of too fine a texture and not fit for rough use. 

(3) Money assistance for purchase of plough-cattle and seed : object IV.—' The 
amount expeuded under this head was Rs. 67,180. This is the form of relief 
which I consider did more good than auy other, as it helped the people to help 
themselves. It enabled them to sow their land during the rains of 1897, and saved 
from collapsing the chief industry of tho people. To this form of relief is .due the 
excellent kharif crop now being reaped, and it put heart and comfort into many a 
desponding wretched cultivator, who saw no chance of his being able to plough and 
sow his land. T wenty-four sub-committees of resident, landlords wore formed. ° They 
c rew up ists which were checked by the Collector aud his assistants. The lists were 
eu en ere iu registers, and the mouey- distributed personally by the Deputy Ma"is- 

rae n is y9 chief assistants to the persons entered in the lists, and they" certified 

o i s proper distribution. This relief was distributed over the whole district. It 
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was given in cash and not in kind, and about 14 days before the time for ploughing 
and sowing, so that the people might not be tempted to expend it on anything else. 
Subsequent inquiries have shown that in 95 per cent, of cases the money has actually 
been expended in cattle and seed. In one case a man, finding him3elf unable to culti- ' 
vate his land, actually returned the sum given to him. 

(4) Money assistance for thatching houses: object IV. — The sum expended 
under this head was Es. 3,473-12. In the dry hot weather the villages in the north 
part of the district are continually being burnt out. In an ordinary year the 
inhabitants can afford to rethatch and repair them, but in the present year there 
were many who could not do so. To enable them to keep a roof over their heads 
during the rain ‘they were Ihelped. The services of the leading resident landlords 
were used to enable the proper recipients to be discovered. Over and above this 
when the Government poorkouses were about to be closed in September inquiries 
were made regarding the condition of the houses of the poor residents therein. In 
every case they were found to be in a ruinous condition. To aid them in re-starting . 
a home, aid was given them over and above the dole for food given from Government 
money. 


(5) Distribution of quinine: object I, other relief. — The district is notorious 
for malarial fever. The famine of 1877-78 was followed by an outbreak of fever, and 
the same was the case this year. In September it commenced, and it was of a most 
virulent type. The inhabitants of the town suffered most. The population of the 
town is approximately 33,500 souls. In September there were 524 deaths ; in Octo- 
ber there were 1,297. The population of the whole district is only 485,500 (approx- 
imate). In the month of October 5,228 persons died. In the present month, though 
the death-rate is high, it has much decreased. The death-rates for the above figures 
are — 


Piliblilt town, September 
Ditto, October 
Pilibbit district, ditto 


( 15-G per 1,000 per month or 
i 187-2 ditto annum. 

38'7 ditto month or 

461-4 ditto annum. 

10-7G ditto month or 

129’12 ditto annum. 


A sum of Es. * 2,353-5-4 was expended iu quinine, which was distributed in 
■5-grain packets free throughout, the whole district. Every possible agency, official 
and non-official, was utilized, and applications for it poured in from all sides. The 
above figures prove tbe necessity for it. 


In arranging for tbe distribution of relief in this district every effort was made 
to see that those actually in need of it received it. The methods adopted under each 
head have been already mentioned, but the principle underlying all our methods has 
been to utilize the services of benevolent non-official natives resident in the places 
where the relief was needed. The services of only the higher paid officials have 
been used where necessary ; but in every case they have been guided by, and have acted 
on, the advice and local knowledge of persons who live among the people and know 
their wants and needs. The statistics contained in Forms A and E are self-explana- 
tory and need no repetition here. Special items of expenditure only need be men- 
tioned. A sum of Es. 50 was expended in -supporting certain poor people who had to 
be treated iu hospital, for whose support there was no other source of income. 

9. Winding up of operations.-— Excepting the expenditure on quinine, the 
relief operations of the Fund came practically to an end by tbe 30th September 1897. 
The monsoon, though late, was favourable. The kharif crop turned out an excellent 
one, and by end of September prices began to fall. A demand for labour of all 
sorts had set in, and with a few exceptions the people were once more beyond the need 
of relief. The distribution of money for food and clothes was stopped at the end of 
that month, the recipients being warned that they must for the future depend on 

* A great part of this wus actually paid away only in November 1897. 
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their own efforts, and the accounts were made up in October, except in regard to 
quinine With the distribution of this medicine the operations were finally closed 
in the beginning of November, and the district, after suffering more or less from 
famine and bad harvests for nearly two years, has once more assumed its normal 
aspect- A special clerk at a salary of only Es. 20 was employed for one month to 
put the accounts into proper order. ' 

10. Amongst so many private persons who have willingly lent their services aud 
‘ime in the distribution of relief it is hard to name some -without fear of injustice to 
..tliers j but I must bring to notice the names of the following native gentlemen who 
threw themselves heart aud soul into the work, viz., Sahu Lalta Parshad, Sahu Earn 
Parshad, Ldla Debi Parshad, Honorary Magistrate ; Kazi Zaki-ud-din, and Kazi 
Khalil-ud-diu — all of Pilibbit town ; Sheikh Nazir Ahmad of Dang, Izzatzar Khan 
of Jahanabad, Naick Abdul Eakim Banjara of Neoria, Kunwar Darshan Siugli and 
Kunwar Munna Singh of Madho Tdnda, and Gopal Earn Kurmiof Mundia Bilehra. 
These are all r.on-offieials. Of officials I need say little. The Assistant Collectors 
did their duty and lent (heir aid in spite of pressure of hard and extra work. 
Among others are two men of perhaps lewly station in life, viz., Khettar Mohan 
Biswas, Head Clerk of the Collector’s office, and Gobiiul Sahai, Famine Clerk; 
but they lent their services free of charge in keeping up the accounts and the corres- 
pondence of the local Committee, and worked heartily and well in spite of heavy 
official duties. TLeirs was perhaps “the widow’s mite. ” 

11. If it be any satisfaction to those who subscribed to the Indian Famine 
Charitable Belief Fund to know it, I can inform them that their aid given so gener- 
ously and freely at a time of famine and distress, has been fully appreciated and 
valued by the people. It is hard for them to understand that others, who have never 
seen them and are of a different nation, should so generously aid them in their time of 
trouble. The history of the past shows that they have not been accustomed to such 
generosity from others, and they therefore appreciate all the more the aid which has 
now been given to them. The Country is emerging from troublous times. It has 
seen plague, pestilence and famine, and even battle, murder and sudden death have not 
been absent. There has been sedition and rumours of another mutiny, but with these 
the mass of the people have had little concern. What is chiefly before their eyes is 
their own trouble, and they can and do appreciate the aid which has been so generously 
bestowed. The opperations of the Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund have 
done more than anything else to bind them more firmly to the ruling power in the 
country., 

W. TUDBALL, C.S. 


Eai Kishan Lal, 'the Subordinate Judge, is sending his report on the 
administration of the Famine .Ee’ief Fund at Cawnpore. As he cannot mention 
his own services, being the writer of the report, and las I have no connection with 
the Fund to enable me to discuss its administration, the only way for bringing his 
work to your notice is a demi-official letter. ’ ° ° 


He has devoted a good deal of time to the Collection 'and administration of the 

Fund. HeHias shown tact by making himself agreeable to everybody— not hn easy 

thing to do in Cawnpore. The Fund [lms to the best of my knowledge been well 
managed, and [them has been no unpleasantness among the Subscribers. I have 
recommended to the Commissioner [that he receive the thanks of Government and 
shall be glad if you will bring his services to the notice of the Executive Committee 
It lms been a great relief to me to find no scandal or bitterness caused in working the 

a iof of h°m P CO:! lle CawIlr< " : ® '“'^"^“'““"'""'MsSccrolarymighlliavetlime 


A. W. TBETHEWY, C.S. 
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Tlic rainy season of 1S90 commenced nlxrat the ustml time, the middle of June. 
The district had about the avenge rainfall till the end of July. Some rain fell in 
August, but there were only a few showers in September. The situation therefore 
became serious. October came on, ami tlie rain still held oil'. Prices rose to double 
what they were in August. Loans were advanced for kachcha wells, and t^st 
works under the management of talisildSrs were started on kacltcha road-. Two 
poorhouses — one at Cawnporc an! the other at Narwal — were opened. Rain w.t- 
general in the middle of November, doing much good to cultivators. Agricultural 
prospects improved, but prices did not fall. In December two more poorhouH--* 
were opened at GhtUampur and Bhognipur. Village relief on a small scale wa* 
also commenced. Food-stocks were siUlicicnl for ordinary purposes, grain being 
imported, but not largely. Two more poorbouses at Akbarpur and Shin raj par were 
opened in January, and village relief was fully developed. At the end of that month 
very heavy rain fell, entirely obviating the necessity of further irrigation ; but the 
rainfall by checking irrigation threw the labouring classes out of work, and thus 
further depressed their condition. Though prices began to full in the city, outside 
there was not much change. By the end of the month the whole of the district was 
affected by famine. In the month of February there was no change in general 
condition and prospects of crops, but the rabi crops on irrigated lands, which were 
very promising at first, suffered much later on ; the high winds doing great damage. 
The physical condition of the jicople deteriorated in marked way, but not so much 
as was orginally apprehended. The chief occupation of the people in the district 
is agriculture and labour. A large number of the working class in the city of 
Cawnporc arc employed in the local mills. The annexed table shows what crops 
were obtained during the two years immediately preceding the cold weather of 
1S9G-97, and also the extent of failure of the harvest of that year : — 
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As soon as distress on account of famine began to be felt in (be city ot Cawn- 
pore, the leading raises under the guidance of the Collector of the district took 
steps to meet it. They at first subscribed fls. 500 in September 1896, and this 
amount was spent on famine-stricken siek paupers. Under the management of the 
District Civil Surgeon, Dr. Armstrong, a temporary' hospital for them was estab- 
lished near the dispensary. 

In October 1890, when attention was drawn to the miserable condition of certain 
immigrants from the neighbouring districts of Hamfrpur, Jnlaun and Unao, some 
residents of the city subscribed Rs. 2,766, and opened a poorhouse at Juhi Gausala. 
This institution was taken over by Government in November. 


The district was brought under the operation of the Famine Relief Fund about 
the middle of February 1897. If was on lltli February 1897 that a meeting of tho 
leading natives of the town was held at the Town Hall, at which Mr. A. W. 
Trethewy, the Collector, presided. The meeting was addressed by the Collector 
and the Hon’ble Mr. IF. E. Cooper, and a provisional committee was formed, 
consisting of the following members : — 


(1) Rai Kisban Lai, B.A., Subordinate 

Judge. 

(2) Liiln Sheo Parshad, Rai Bahddur. 

(3) „ Dargabi Lai, Rai Buhfidur. 

(4) „ Jarnna Das. 

(5) „ • Juggi Lai. 


(6) L&la Madho Ram. 

(7) Bdbn Sidh Gopal Misia. 

(8) Ldla Puran Chand. 

(9) „ Gaya Prashad. 

(10) Pandit Pirthi Nath. 

(11) Dr. M. N. Gangauli. 

(12) Munshi Saifullah Khan, Tahsllddr. 


* Several meetings of the committee were held at the house of Rai Kishan Lai 
to adopt measures for the collection of subscriptions in the town. The Hon’ble 
Mr. IV. E. Cooper undertook to circulate the subscription list amongst the 
principal European residents. 

But the district committee was not regularly organized till 12th March 1897, 
when a general meeting of the inhabitants of Oawnpore was held at the Town IlalJ, 
Cooperganj, at which Mr. A. IF. Cruickshank, the Commissioner of the division, 
presided. The meeting was addressed by the President, the Hon’ble Mr. IF. E. 
Cooper Pandit Pirthi Nath, and others. It was announced at the meeting that 
subscriptions amounting to Rs. 35,000 had been promised. Two committees were 
constituted as follows . 


Local Famine Relict 
Committee Organized. 


The executive committee of the Fund formed for the purpose of collecting ’ 
subscriptions and regulating this expenditure, consisting of the Hon’ble 
Mr. IF. E. Cooper, Mr. J. C. Faunthorpc, Rai Kishan Lai, and 
Bfibu Sidh Gopal Misra. 


(2) A sub-committee of the Fund, the duty of which was to ascertain from 
time to time the objects to which the Famine Fund might be applied 
and to report thereon to the executive committee, consisting of. — 


(1) Muhammad Saif-ullah 
Tahsilddr, 

(2) Bdbu Sidh Gopal Misra, 
ta\ Madho Ram, 


Khan, 


(4) L&la Puran Chand, 

(5) „ Dargahi Lai, Rai BaVidur, 

(6) „ Sheo Prasad, Rai Bahtidur, 


to -which were subsequently added Bdbu Banke Beliari Lai, City Munsif, and 
Pandit Kanhaiya Lai, Haveli Munsif. Rai Kishan Lai was appointed Honorary 
Secretary In accordance with instructions contained in the letter from the 
Honorary Secretary, Provincial Committee, dated 31st May 1897, the Collector 
at the icq uesl of the Committee appointed on 26th May 1897 Bdbu Sita Ram, 
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Organization of cbaiit* 
ibU relief in tko town. 


Deputy Collector, to bo Honorary Accountant of the Fund. The Alliance Bunt 
of Simla Lave been the bankers of the Fund. • . 

For the purpose of relief to respectable poor and parda-nasknis the city ms 

divided into 21 circles, each in charge of a respectable native gentleman. .They 
were supplied at a time with money sufficient for a month a distribution. Money 
doles were distributed at these centres from 1st March 1897 to 30th Apn 
everyday, and from 1st May 1897 to 30 th September 1897 once a week, every 
Sunday. The work of city distributions was supervised by the district i! igis me 
and also by the following gentlemen Mr. J. C. Faunthorpe, Mr J. • ' ergusson, 
Rai Kishan Lai, Babu Jai Gopnl Banerji, , Babu B.inke Behan Lai, Pandit. 
Kauhaiya Lai, Munshi S.iif-ullah Khan, Tahsildar, aud Rai Dnrgnhi Lai, Rai 
Bahddur. 


r Organization of rolief 
in tbs district. 


Two circle officers in every tahsil of the district and an extra Ndib lahsilddr 
in each of the Bhognipur, Ghdtampur, and Narwal tahsils, which were the most^ 
affected parts of the district, were appointed by Government for the supervision 
of relief under Chapters Y and X of the Famine Code. These Circle Inspectors 
and Ndib Tahsilddrs when they went round their circles for testing aud revising 
the lists under Chapters V and X were supplied with money from the funds of the 
Charitable Relief Committee for distribution to persons who required help, but were 
not actually in danger of starvation, and were not fit subjects for Government relief. 
They had to visit every village in their circles periodically to enquire into the con-’ 
dition of the sufferers. The people relieved in the villages from the Charitable 
Relief Fund were chiefly parda-nashlm and high caste people, who would prefer 
death to begging or to going to poorhouses. The Tahsilddrs and Subdivisioual 
Officers and some members of the District Board were also provided with mopey 
for distribution to the same class of persons. The names of the persons who received 
money from the Famine Relief Fund were entered on the back of the list of reci- 
pients under Chapters V aud X, so tiiat there was uo possibility of the twp reliefs 
overlapping each other, aud of the same person receiving relief from both sources. 
It also enabled officers to cheek one list while testing the other. 


Summary o£ relief 
aotually admlaUtored, 


The object the Famine Relief Committee had in viow was to supplement the 
measures adopted by Government for relief of famine. It thus materially helped 
the respectable poor and parda-nash'ms in the town and district ; to a limited extent 
it provided small comforts and clothing to inmates of poorhouse 3 and to patients 
in poorhouse hospitals ; it did something to help the support of orphans, and lastly 
it has given very substantial help by money payments to artizaus in the district and 
to agriculturists for cattle and seed grain, varying in amount from Rs. 10 to Rs. 40 
to each individual. This last kind of relief was given only to those who were ruined 
by the scarcity. Great care was taken in selecting the recipients. A list of the most 
deserted villages was first prepared in each tahsil. Patwaris of all such villages 
then prepared lists of cultivators who had lost their all and had no means or materials 
for cultivating their holdings. These lists were then examined and tested by Ndib 
Tahsilddrs and Tahsilddrs, aud were submitted to the Subdivisioual Officer, who 
examined the lists aud tested a great many [on the spot. They made necessary 
additions aud modifications, and satisfied themselves of the accuracy of the lists 
When the lists were tfcus comlpete/a date was fixed in each tahsil, on which the 
recipients were summoned to the tahsil, and the money was paid to them before 
the Subdivisions Officers, each recipient being identified by the patwdri, zaminddr 
or head-man 0 i his village. A few who could not attend at the tahsil for some 
reason or other had money sent to them through the post-office by money-orders 
he clothes received from England through the Calcutta Committee were greatly 
appreciated by the respectable poor and parda-nasMm, to whom they were' distri- 
buted, though the fashions in all cases were not what iwould , suit] their [tastes 
nder object II the relief of orphans, the Committee on full inquiry found 'hat the 
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Hindu orphanage (started originally for famine orphans by a few charitably inclined 
enducated natives) was deserving of support. It was favourably reported on by 
flurgeon-Lieutenant-Colonol J. Armstrong and by Mr. J. G. Faunthorpe, who in- 
spected it. The Committee sanctioned a grant * of Es. 2 per month per orphan to 
the orphanage from August 3896. When the relief operations of the Committee 
closed, it was found that fevor prevailed throughout the district. As the Government 
supply of quinine had not yet been received, the Committee sanctioned the purchase 
of lOlbs. of quinine and lOlbs. of cinchona, and it was sent to all taksfls and police- 
stations for free distribution. It is believed that it did good to a great many people. 

An infirmary for sick persons, orphans, and lepers, has been supported by the Fund 
since 26th September 1897, when the Government poorhouse at Juki (Cawnpore) 
was closed. 

The total amount which was received by the Committee was Rs. 1,15,844-14-7, ' ani «pena 

Es. 47,144-14-7 from local subscriptions and Es. 6S,700 from the Provincial ; 

Committee. The money received from the Provincial Committee was wholly spent 
outside the city in the district. The Committee has spent altogether Es. S3, 764-8-3. 

The Committee had in its hands Es. 32,170-6-4 on 30th September 1897, when 
gratuitous relief distribution was closed, the relief in the district having been stopped 
some time before. There were altogether about 70 proceedings of the Executive Com- 
mittee. It may be noticed that the Fund has been administered with the least 
possible miscellaneous and office expenditure. A clerk on Es. 20 per month was 
sanctioned by the Committee for the Honorary Secretary’s office, but he found it 
practicable to carry on the work without making such appointment. 

The Committee notice, with satisfaction that the operations of the Fund in the Concluding remariu, 
Cawnpore district have materially helped people in tho town and district in tiding 
over a trying period of exceptional difficulty. Without such help people might have 
sustained great privations. Many cases of real want havo been met. The thanks 
of the Committee are due to all mombers and to all gentlemen who have helped it by 
willing co-operation. With liberal contributions from the local mills, Cawnpore, as 
the leading commercial town in the United Provinces has been able to maintain its 
reputation. The munificent donations of the Hon’ble Mr. W. E. Cooper and Mr. 

A. McRobert and the efforts of Ldla Madho Earn (of the form of Messrs. Phul 
Chand Makhan Lai) in collecting subscriptions from native gentlemen are worthy 
of special mention. 

KISHEN LAL. 


Preliminary information . — The most affected area of the district was the i6._pATEHPUR. 
southern portion of it which measured abont 582 square miles; but the relief was -0 CoUect°r’« letter no. 

distributed over the entire area of the district. vii— 2’ tktcd 27fch 

vember 1892. 

2. The partial failuro of rabi crops of 1303 f fasli, the complete failure of Receipt no, 1133. 
the hharif crops last year owing to early cessation of the rains, and the very 
indifferent rabi which follwed made it inevitable that we were on the verge of a 
serious calamity. In November 1896 people began to be seriously alarmed and 
prices continued to rise steadily, till by February 1897 it became difficult for the 
poor classes to get their daily meal. This district being purely agricultural the 
agricultural classes did not care to leavo their fields and go to test works, and many 
of them resorted to the jungles in order to gather jharberi, a species of wild plum ; 
edg was also eaten wherever it could bo procured. 

In February 1897, the district was officially declared to be distressed. 


''This grant though sanctioned was not paid until after 31st October 1897, 
f Corresponds to July 1895 — June 1896. 
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3. The following tabic will show the outturn of crops during the three year* 
immediately preceding the cold weather of 1896-97, 16 annas denoting a full crop:— 




1893-94. 


1984-96. 


1895-96.' 

Name of crop. 

Character 
of harvest. 

Extent of 
injury. 

Character 
of harvest. 

Extent of 
injury. , 

Character 
of harvest. 

Extent of 
injury. 

Shari/. 

Ae. 

P- 

As. p. 

\ As. 

P- 

As. p. 

As. 

r- 

As. p. 


36 

0 


12 

0 

4 0 

15 

6 

0 6 

Indiau-corn 

16 

0 

... 

15 

o- 

1 0 

14 

6 

i e 


•12 

0 

4 0 

9 

0 

7 0 

12 

9 

3 3 


12 

0 

4 0 

10 

0 

6 0 

12 

0 

4 0 

Bdjra 

Vrd, mvng 

11 

0 

5 0. 

9 

0 

7 0 

11 

6 

4 6 

9 

0 

7 0 

9 

0 

7 0 

12 

4 

3 8 

Other crops 

16 

0 

... 

14 

0 

2 0 

15 

6 

0 6 

Bait. 










Sugarcane ... 

16 

0 

- ... 

14 

0 

2 0 

10 

0 

6 0- 

Arhar 

14 

0 

2 0 

13 

8 

2 4 

11 

7 

4 5- 

Wheat ... 

12 

0 

4 0 

10 

0 

. 6 0 

10 

0 

6 0 

Barley ... 

12 

0 , 

4 0 

11 

0 

6 0 

8 

7 

7 5 

Pefta and gram ... 

15 

0 

1 0 

10 

8 

6 4 

10 

5 

5 7 

Other crops 

12 

0 1 

4 0 

10 

8 

5 4 

13 

5 

3 7 


4. The subjoined table shows the extent of the failure of the harvest of 
1896-97, 16 annas denoting a full crop : — 


Natno of crop. 

Character of harvest. 

Extent of injury. 


Shari/. 



As. p. 

As. p. • 

Bice 

«e« ... 

• •• 

... 

1 0 

15 0 

Indian-corn ... 


... 

... 

8 0 

8 0 

Cotton 


... 


■2 3 

13 9 

Judr 

... «« 



1 6 

14 6 

Bdjra 

... 

... 

... 

2 6 

13 6 

Urd t tnunp 

sr. 

... 


2 0 

14 0 

Other crops ... 

... 

... 

... 

6 0 

9 6. 


Bahi. 





Sugarcane 

1.* ... 

•«. 

... 

11 8 

4 9 

Arhar 

... ... 

... 


13 7 

2 6 

Wheat 

... ... 

... 


12 10 . 

3 2 

Barloy 

... 

... 


11 3 

4 9 

Peas and gram 

... 

>H 


< 8 0 

8 0 

Othor crops... 

... 


... 

12 10 

.8 2 


5. Account of organization of district system of relief . — On receipt of your 
letters nos. 9 and 13, dated 6th February 1897, a general meeting was held and four 
local committees were organized in the month of March 1897, one for each tahsfl. 
These local committees consisted of respectable zamlndiirs and mahdjans as members, 
and the tahsllddr of each tahsil as chairman. Thus the district was divided in respect 
of (he Charitable Relief Fund admmiuistration into four major charges which were 
cgnin sub-divided into minor charges according to the number of members. The 
relief was distributed through the agency of these members. Besides the above the - 
distributions were also made by the subdivisional officers, and the special famine 
officer (Mr. Cuming), and in the Fatehpur city by Pandit Ram Prasad D Pn nh! 
Collector, and myself. • * • , : 

«. Tn this district no list of recipients under object HI could be maintained as 
tee parda-nashin ladies and respectable persons who came under this head protested*' ■ 
against the procedure of bringing their names on the records ns recipients of charity " 
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7. The charitable money was also spent in supplementing the Government dole, 
snch as in extra diet and medical comforts to poorhouse inmates, as well as in some 
v ™S09 to the recipients of gratuitous relief for clothing, &c. The relief thus afforded 
from the Charitable Fund was much appreciated and was most gratefully received. 


8. Xu Feburary 1897 a census was taken in conformity with the rules issued with 
G. O. > No . dated 9th January 1897, and lists under Chapters V and X of the 
Famine Code were prepared, and deserving persons began to receive gratuitous relief 
from Government through the head-men and other respectable persons of the village. 
On the receipt of the money from the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund 
Executive Committee local committees were organized, and the objects for which the 
money had been received were fully explained to the members, and then they began 
■to relieve those respectable prda-nashins and other persons who had hitherto 
abstained from asking Government officials to help them. Eaoh member of the local 
committee was distinctly made to understand that he was not to give the money 

-out of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund to the recipients of Government 
relief except for extra comforts. The greater portion of the Fund received in this 
district was distributed by Government servants above the rank of a tahsildar, and 
I am quite certain that every farthmg of this Fund has been most judiciously spent 
and only for objects for which it had been subscribed. 

9. Account of relief actually administered. — This Fund has undoubtedly 
saved the lives of many respectable parda-nashins who would have rather starved 
themselves to death than seek Government relief. In many cases I actually sent the 
money to the starving purda-nashina through respectable ladies, as I was aware that 
they would not under any circumstance take the money through the members of the 
local committees. As an instance I may mention that when I went to Hathgaon town 
I sent for the Kdzi of that place (a man of wealth and position) and asked him if 
there were any persons who were in want of relief but were not getting it. Ho 
replied that there were a number of parda-nash'm women who -were actually starving, 

-but who would under no circumstance ask for Government relief. I gave this gentle- 
man Rs. 50 out of the Charitable Relief Fund and requested him to go and distribute 
■.it among the starving parda-naaMm. He told me very plainly that these women 
would not for fear of disgrace accept this money from him. I then induced him to go 
and ask his wife to take this money and to distribute it, and it was after great persuasion 
that she consented to do so. I have nut the slightest doubt that it will give great 
satisfaction to the subscriber of the Fund to find that they have actually saved a 
number of lives which the Government relief could not have saved. 

As will be seen from Statement E, 9,043 souls were relieved under head III. 
The 102 skirts sent from England were distributed through the members of the 
local committee to the most deserving and respectablo persons, who received them very 
gratefully and showed every mark of gratitude. 

10. Mediums food and Triticine food were also supplied and given to the child- 
ren and iufirrn paupers in the poorhouses, and were much appreciated. 

/ 

11. The cattle money and the money for seed grain was distributed by Messrs. 
Cuming, Ashworth, Coupland, and Burton with every care to see that the relief actu- 
ally readied the hands of the people in need of it. Twelve thousand nine hundred 
and sixty-five persons were by means of this dole enabled to resort to their occu- 
pations. A list of all the agriculturists in the district who had lost their cattle was 

■ prepared by the patwdris and checked by the members of the local committees and 
circle officers, and from those persons whose names had been entered in the lists the 

■ most deserving cases were selected and on dates fixed thoy were given the money to 
"buy plough-cattle. 


24 
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12. Special items' of receipt and expenditure.— A Bum of Rs.' 12. -3-3 vta* 
given to Reverend H. Forman, American Presbyterian Mission, on account of 
carriage of grain which he distributed in some places in this district. 

Winding up of relief — Relief measures of all sorts (Government) were 


13. 


it). i’ j , i* i . 

in this district stopped on the 20th Septembr 1897; but the distribution of.charita- 
ble money was continued till it was finally closed on the 6th November 1897. The 
unspent balance of the Fund, Rs. 157-2-0, was sent back to the Provincial Executive 

• Committee on the' 17th November 1897. 

SAIYID HABIB-ULLAII, S. C. S. 


> Distress has prevailed during the year lh96- 97 over the whole of this- 

IcollltoKto No. district The district is situated in the Allahabad Division of the North-Western 
I897. ated Uth Dwomber Provinces, and has an area of 3,061 square miles, with a population of 705,000 sonls r 

Receipt no. 1226. according to the census of 1891. 

2. The physical characteristics of the district resemble those of the rest of ' 

! Bundelkhand. The northern portion consists of a plain drained by the rivers Ken, 

Baghin, and Paisani and tributary streams. On the banks and in the vicinity of 
these rivers the ground is broken and poor, with the exception of a very narrow 
strip of alluvial soil immediately bordering the streams: further away from them are 
extensive black cotton soil tracts, which in a good year return enormous crops of 
wheat and gram. The south of the district is hilly forest country, and above the 
first range as one enters the hills from the plains there is an extonsive tablo land of ' 
inferior quality of soil, where water is scarce and the population poor, and to a large- 
extent aboriginal. Beyond this again there is a second and higher range of hills, . 
which are entirely covered with forest, and contain practically no cultivated area. 

3. The district is purely agricultural, and contains only one town, Banda, with, 
a population of more than 10,000 inhabitants. 

4. With the exception of the KAchhis and Kurrnis, who are numerically of 
small importance relatively to the population of the district, the inhabitants of the ■ 
district are indifferent cultivators, and are improvident nnd careless in their habits. 
No attempt at irrigation is made except in the immediate vicinity of village sites, and 
an attempt which was made to induce them to irrigate from temporary wells during 
the end of last and the early part of this year, was a failure, except whero it was 
carried out under the immediate superivision of a Government official. 


6. Depending as the district does entirely upon seasonable rains for its crops 
any failure at once results in a certain amount of distress. The first class to bo 
affected is the labouring class which is comparatively largo and also poor The 
labourers of the district are employed by the large cultivators to prepare the land 
for seed, sow tho land and reap, thresh, and winnow the grain. In return for their 
services they are allowed a certain proportion of the outturn. On this they live 
throughout the year, eking it out with such wild fruits and other edible jungle ro 
ducts as they can collect. When, there i3 a failure in the harvest two results ensue - 
(a) the culivator in place of employing labour prepares the grain for tho market 
himself, thus leaving his labourers to earn their bread elsewhere as best they can • th\ 
prices rapidly rise, and the labourer who does succeed in getting other work ’ ' ' 
afford to buy sufficient food for liimBelf and his family. In the case of a • 
severe failure of the crops, the results extend further up the social scale re- 
successively the small cultivator, the non-cultivating landlord, and last of -llth^ 
peasant proprietor. “ • 

6. It must be borne in mind in estimating the seriousness of the fw 
1896-97, that for the previous three years the district had been hard hit ^Th 
spring harvest of 1894 was damaged by rust and hail, and the autumn sowings werl 
washed out of the ground by flood; the rains continued so late that much of tho own™ 
of the min crops rotted iu the ear; The spring crop of 1895 was again very severelv- 
damtged by rust, and the rains of 1895 were insufficient and ceased early Tii* 
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result was that ploughing for the winter crops of 1895-96 was in many places impos- 
sible owing to the hardness of the ground ; and the spring harvest in 1896 was almost 
a total failure. Tne mahua crop failed entirely in March, and during the whole hot 
weather relief on an extensive scale was necessary. 

7. The rains of 1 896 commenced favourably, and a large area was sown. Crops 
germinated well, and the middle of August promised to give a magnificent outturn. 
The rains then suddenly ceased, and September and October were practically rainless. 
The damage done was extensive : for with a return of the hot west wind the crops 
shrivelled up, and in many cases never uame to maturity. If 20 annas be taken to 
represent a bumper crop, and 16 annas an average crop, the outturn is estimated to 
have been as follows : rice 2 annas, cotton 6 annas, judr 6 annas, bdjra 5 anuas, urd 
and mung 4 annas, edwan and kdkun 13 annas, til 9 annas, kodon 12 annas, mothi 
2 annas, hemp 6 annas : average 6J annas. 

8. The winter sowings commenced under very unfavourable auspices. The soil 
was hard and dry, and ploughing in many places was an impossibility. Somewhere 
it was possible, and seed was sown; in many places that seed did not germinate, or the 
young plants withered for want of moisture. On the December rains falling, a fur • 
ther area was sown ; but these sowings were of no practical value ; the plants never 
came to maturity, but were cut down and used as fodder. 

The total area sown was about one-fourth of a normal rabi area. The outturn of 
the crops which were reaped [i.e., after excluding the area in which seed did not germi- 
nate, or crops were used as fodder) was estimated as follows, the anna having the same 
representative value as in the lost paragraph : sugarcane 6 annas, arhar 8 annas, 
wheat 7 annas, barley 8 annas, linseed 12 annas, gram 9 annas, peas 9 annas : 
average 84 annas. 

The total outturn was therefore probably not more than one-eighth of a normal 
crop. 

9. Famine relief was going on the whole cold weather, and I now turn to 
discuss the speuial relief otFered by the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 

Before the operations of the Fund were started, there was no organized private 
charity in this* district. Some of the old bankers and landowners carried o i pro- 
miscuous charity and distributed grain doles once a day to all who came to beg at 
their doors. But they fixed a certain quantity of grain for every day, and with the 
advent of famiue this quantity was reduced gradually in every case. The increased 
number of recipients also diminished the utility of these gifts as they dwindled to a 
handful or two for each individual. The middle classes had stopped all charity feel- 
ing the pinch of famine themselvos, and in some cases were reluctant to undergo the 
nuisanoe of having a swarm of beggars round their houses. So that but for the 
Charitable Fund there was nothing left to the poor and destitute except the relief 
given by Government. 

10. The District Local Committee consisted of the district Revenue officers’ tho 
Municipal Board of Bdnda, and the District Board. A few members were added 
afterwards. The first meeting was held on the 3rd March 1897, and the followiug 
office-bearers were elected : President, H. C. Forard Esq., C. S., Collector and Magis- 
trate; Honorary Secretari a: (1)P. Madhava Rao J. Kber, B.A., Deputy Collector,. 
Secretary of the District and Municipal Boards; (2) Munshi Mata Parshad, Mukhtdr 
and rais and Assistant Secretary of the Bdnda Municipal Board ; (3) Bdbu Jaduaath 
Chaudhri, Departmental Sub-Registrar; Honorary Treasurer Ldla Kanhaiya L 3 I), 
Treasurer of the District Treasury. 

Under the District Committee there were nine sub-committees for the following- 
territorial divisions of the district : — 

(1) The Bdnda Municipal Board for the Bdnda city. 

(2) The Bdnda Local Board for the tabsfl of Bdnda. 

(3) The Pailani ditto Pailani. 



The Buboru Lo.:ul Board for the taslill of Baberu. 

The Girw-n ditto Girwan. 

The BadaUau ditto Badausa. 

The Karwi ditto Karwi. 

The Kauiasiu ditto Kamasin. 

The Mau ditto Mau. 

The general control of the Fund was vested in the Collector ns President, and 
the officers in charge of the pargauas supervised the work of their Local Boards, 
while the Municipal Secretary did tho same for the municipality. The accounts at 


(4) 

(5) 

t u ) 

(«) 

t y ) 

O') 


headquarters were maiataineJ and supervised by the Secretaries, and at tashils by , 
the tahslldars of the tahsils. 


At a meeting held iu April 1S97, Maulvi Muhammad Salim and Bdbu Jadunath 
Ghaudhri were appointed examiners of tho accounts ; but only the latter of these 
gentlemen actually checked the district accounts. The clerical stall paid from the 
Fund consisted of two clerks at headquarters and one clerk for each tahsll on Es. 10. 
An allowance of Es. 5 per month was paid to the treasurer ’s gumashtn for keeping 
accounts of the imprest of Es. 1,0U0 kept with the treasurer. 


A special sub-committee of the following eight gentlemen was constituted to 
distribute relief to the respectable poor of the city under object III of the Fund: 
(1) Pandit Madhava Eao J. Kher, Deputy Collector ; (2) Mu nshi Mata Parshad, 
Mukhtar and raia ; (3) Lilia Kanhaiya Lai, Treasurer ; (4) Lain Ganga Parshad, 
Pleader ; (5) Baku Ivunwar Sen, Government Pleader ; (6) Chaudhri Beni Parshad, 
Honorary Magistrate; (7) Maulvi Manzur Ahmad, retired Tahsildfir ; and (8; Sheikh 
Wahid-ud-din, Mukhtfir. 


This was necessary in order to reach many impoverished persons of respectablo 
family iu the city who refused relief, except when given confidentially through soma 
one or other of their friends. The members of this committee wero not chosen on tho 
principle of their being representatives of geographical divisions of thecity, but on 
account of their general character for probity, their reputation, and their local influ- 
ence. Tho success of this sub-committee was in a great measure due to its composition. 

11. Generally speaking, the Charitublo Fund money was distributed in this 
district through the same agency as that employed by Government in its fuinina 
relief operations. Milk, clothing, extra rations, and comforts in the poorhouses wero 
given through the officers in charge of those instiutious, and the accounts wore 
maintained by them with the help of the clerical staff paid by the Fund. Tho 
poorhouses at Bduda were independent of the tahsll, and under the charge of Pandit 
Madhava Eao J. Kher, Deputy Collector. One extra clerk on Es. 10 was allotted 
to these poorhouses from the Fund to keep the accounts, as the numbers here relieved 
were very large for a considerable time. Clothing was distributed through tho 
pargana officers, tuhslklSrs, and their nfiibs to poor people relieved under sections 64 
and 124 of the Famine Code. 


Pecuniary aid to cultivators under object IV, on which the largest part of th 
Fund was spent, was given in accordance with lists prepared by the tahsfldfir 
of the parganas, after personal inspection by themselves and the pargana officers am 
after approval by the Collector. In the city aid to artizans and others under objec 
IV was given on lists prepared by the Secretaries and certain selected residents of tk 
Municipality. Actual payments were in all cases made in the presence of tho tahsll 
d&rs and members of the District or Municipal Board. 

For ^distribution of dole, under object III the agency was chiefly oon-ofica] 
though in close connection with the district official,. In the citT it w.f • i 
by the special sub-committee above referred to, and in the mutailX dlT'f 

Es. 3 to Es. 5 per head per month. The members submitted «,«,•- ’ t . 

to the Secretary at headquarters and in the tahsils to the tahsildfe^Tir^ 
accounts were forwarded weekly to headquarters and then incorporSn <h“ 
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accounts of the Local Committee. Certain special cases were dealt witu by the Collec- 
tor confidentially in consultation with Secretary, and in some delicate cases the 
recipients would only accept money from Mr. Ferard personally, 

12. Early in the month of February 1897 Rs. 600 were received from the 
Commissioner of the Allahabad Division for clothing. "With this cloth was pur- 
chased at headquarters from petty weavers and dhotis and hurt as (or nitive shirts) 
were made. Some cloth was sent to those tahsils where there were poorhouses, viz., 
Knrwi, Mau, Badausa, Pailani, and Baberu. The inmates had on account of the 
urgency of their need the first claim to this descriptioa of relief. Dhotis were also 
given to women relieved under sections 124 and 54 of the Famine Code. This sum was, 
however, sufficient to meet the worst cases only. On the 16th February the first 
remittance of Its. 4,000 from the Executive Committee, North-Western Provinces and 
Oudh; was received. This was spent chiefly in supplementing the Government dole 
to people relieved at home gratuitously. Rupees 100 were sent to each of the tahsils, 
and Rs. 450 were given to the Municipal Secretary, who divided it among the mem- 
bers according to the numbers in the circle of eaeh. Besides these, the Collector, the 
pargana officers, the Assistant District Superintendent of Police, and Lieutenant 
Hay on special famine duty, received Rs. 100 to Rs. 500, according to requirements. 
The distribution was made generally by purchasing grain in the villages and giving 
it over to the distressed poor at the rate of from one to two seers per individual. A 
portion was also spent in the purchase of unrefined sugar, which was distributed 
among the children to their eminent satisfaction. This distribution was left entirely 
• to the discretion of the officers concerned, who made it according to the best of their 
local knowledge. Some of the officers retained balances in their hands in order to 
give casual relief during their tours throughout the famine. 

After this certain definite methods of relief were adopted. In the first place the' 
Government ration in poorhouses was supplemented by the addition of two chhatakB 
of bread from the Fund in addition to the Government subsistence dole. In every 
poorhouse a gang was formed of the most weakly of the inmates, and milk was pro- 
vided for them. These arrangements were made in consultation with the Civil 
Surgeon. The Government dole to those receiving outdoor relief under sections 54 
and 124, Famine Code, was also increased by the addition of one pice per day all 
round. This was a specially appreciated form of charity, as it gave the recipients 
some extra food over and above what was necessary to keep body and soul together. 
In the case of children milk was provided from the extra pice, and the allowance 
resulted in a noticeable improvement of the physical condition of many of the children. 
The extra rations in the poorhouses were continued till the poorhouses were finally 
closed ; but latterly it was withheld as a preventive measure from those who returned 
to the poorhouses after having been ouco transferred to the rolief works when their 
physical condition had improved. Milk was continued to the weakly gang which was 
scrutinized every week by the officer-in-charge, who made additions and alterations by 
removing those who had improved and taking on bad cases from among new admis- 
sions. Children under four got milk in all cases. This was still continued in the 
Bdnda and Karwi orphanages until orders to cease all expenditure had arrived. 
Unrefined sugar was also distributed with the evening meal. 

The extra pice to people relieved gratuitously under Famine Code ceased 
from the 1st June 1897. It was allowed only to women with infants in arms. In 
the meautime the necessity for moro clothing was becoming more and more apparent 
in the district. Officers on tour brought it to the Collector’s notice. The Committee 
allotted Rs. 800 ; but it was quite inadequate, and an application was made to the Pro- 
vincial Committee for a separate grant for clothing. The Provincial Committee sent- 
Rs. 500 in March and Rs. 3,000 as a special grant in April. This grant was distri- 
buted in money to all the tahsils according to requirements. Cloth was again pur- 
chased from the local weavers, who were thus' helped indirectly by employ ment. 
The Local Committee did not'think any other method of relieving feisible under the 

25 • * , - , ... 
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, oa Altogether Rs. 4.900 were spent upon clothing before the end of 
"IT.Lgh SoLg P»V« fe.I ebort of .b m <W, .,111 i. • *- 

way in meeting the worst cases. . , 

13 I„ 11. monlb of Me;- tie Provincial Commitlee intimated Hot tie pontbly 
' . ,. . . , „. oc -pq 17 000 only, for expenditure upon objects I and ill ot 

w r“ r m 

ft, maiD bead, of espenditore, and aligned ft. — to b° *v.ted to each bead. 
It was divided as follows : — 


Object I 


■i: 


Es. 

1,525 Extra rationa in poor bouses. 

170 Clothing in poorhouses. 

000 Milk to weak childron on village relief. 


Object III ••• 

Miscellaneous ««• 

Kesorve ••• 


12,000 [ 


Bfinda city 
Eight tahstls 


1,000 This includes pay 


Es. 1,900 

„ 10,100 

of muharrirs, contingencies, 4c. 


1,305 


I may note that the head “Miscellaneous” included several items of expenditure • 

which in the classification of accounts would come under object I, such as limejuice. 

The reserve was kept for any special cases of distress that came to the notice of the 

Committee : and such cases were not few. Moreover, the amounts allotted under each 
head did not, and could not, be strictly adhered to. The expenditure rose and fell 
with the rise and fall of the numbers in the poorhouEes. As the famine deopened in 
May and June, the sum of Rs. 12,000 under object III was found insufficient, and wo 
had to fall baok on tho balances of past months. In the case of tlio city Rs. 1,900 
did not prove sufficient, and had to be supplemented by appropriations from, tho 
reserve. As the reserve accumulated, it was distributed in the shape of special grants 
to the heads on which expenditure exceeded the estimate. 

I may illustrate the system of special grants by one or two examples. Although 
the whole of this district was a specially distressed tract, still the distress was particu- 
larly acute on the plateau covering the greater part of tho Karwi subdivision. 
Mr. i’erard in one of his visits to this tract noticed that it required special 
help, and Rs. 1,000 was immediately sent to tho Subdivisional Officer ofKarwi, 
who distributed it partly in cash and partly in grain to the aboriginals who inhabit 
the plateau. Two boxes of biscuits were at the same time sont there with ono case 
of concentrated food. These were distributed through the zamfndfirs among those 
aboriginal Kols who had no scruples like others in accepting meat or food prepared in 
England. Their children greatly appreciated these gifts as was evident from the 
reports of the local officers. A similar grant of Rs. 1,350 was made for the Baboru 
pargana when Mr. Burkitt, the Pargana Officer, represented that the zamfnddrs 
and pattiddrs required immediate help for subsistence. In the month of June a 
grant of Rs. 1,000 to each tabsil was made with a similar object, namely to assist the 
zamlndars who had nothing left once the outturn of the meagre rabi harvest had 
been exhausted. And lastly in the month of October 1897, certain villages in par- 
ganas Pailani and Baberu suffered badly from locusts, and grants of Rs. 3,000 
and Rs. 5,000 respectively were made to the officers in charge of these parganas ; but 
these amounts had not been wholly distributed when orders were received from the 
Provincial Committee to stop all expenditure from the 6th November. These orders 
were duly complied with, and the unexpended portion of the amount allotted for 
relief of those tracts was recalled. The reports published by authority of Government 
give a fair idea of the intensity of distress in this district. But those show only 
persons relieved under object I of the Eund. The total population of the district is 
705,000 souls according to the census of 1891, and out of these 202,286 persons were 
in receipt of relief during the month of June 1897. The numbers in poorhouses were 
highest in the months of June and July. These were all helped with extra rations or 
milk and clothing from the Fund, and out of these no less than 2,447 children and weak 
adults were provided with milk. Thus the assistance given under object I would, 
lave been in itself sufficient to justify tho existence of the Fund ; but it represents only 
a minor portion of the work accomplished. 
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14. The expenditure under object III went exclusively to relieve those persons 
who could not receive' aid from Government. They were too proud to go to a 
poorhouse or relief work, and in many cases even to make any mention of the suffer- 
ings they were undergoing. But they were at the same time too poor to be able to 
tide over the period of scarcity and high prices without extraneous help. These 
included ladies and gentlemen of high families but broken fortunes ; legal practi- 
tioners whose practice was at an end owing to the temporary cessation of costly 
litigation, Brahman priests deprived of the usually munificent charity of the land- 
holding and banking classes, the habitual donors of which found themselves in such 
straitened circumstances as to have to curtail all expenditure, except that necessary 
for the maintenance of themselves and their immediate relations; the “poor 
relations ” of many respectable persons of the writer class who, though in years 
of plenty they felt no extra burden in maintaining their relations, could hardly 
afford to support their families in this season of high prices; and tho better 
class of tradespeople, such as tailors, artizans, dyers, and who, earning their 
bread from the comforts of the masses in season of ordinary prosperity, had 
no work when comfort gave way to absolute necessity. Very large numbers of 
such sufferers owe much to the Charitable Fund, in some cases even their own lives 
and those of their wives and children. It is impossible to say what would have hap- 
pened to these classes if the Fund had not been available for their succour. Many 
would have been forced in defiance of social custom to seek relief in Government 
institutions, others have existed with insufficient nourishment; but those of highest social 
station and proudest antecedents would undoubtedly have succumbed to the distress. 
In every case, however terminated, it would have meant a period of long, acute, and 
patient suffering followed in many cases by physical ruin and social degradation. All 
this has been happily averted. I am aware of one or two instances in the city in 
which gently -nurtured ladies of some high family or representatives of formerly 
wealthy landholding families refused for months to accept any aid, and finally took it 
only when given most secretly (may the pious fraud be forgiven 1) as a nominal loan 
to be repaid at will. Mr. Ferard kept a watchful eye on such cases, and did his best 
to help them either personally or through his subordinates as suited each case best. 
In the mufassil where the recipients under object III were mostly respectable land- 
holders, big farmers, and ea-proprietors, there was no such insistence on secrecy in 
obtaining relief, becauso they had the idea that all relief came from their “ md bdp n 
Government and from no other quarter. Though the relief was not looked upon in 
these quarters as charity, but as a politic expenditure by Govornment, they still wished 
themselves to be differentiated from the ordinary perons relieved under Chapters V 
and X of the Famine Code. The pargana officers and tahsilddrs made out lists of 
such persons and gave them relief monthly with their own hands or through ndib 
tahsflddrs — monthly and not weekly. This distinction in the method of distribution 
was sufficient to gratify their simple pride of position and family. This mode of 
relief developed gradually. In March the numbers relieved were only 167. 
"While in July and August they rose to 4,878. The total expenditure under object 
III amounted to Bs. 69,205-8-9 during the seven and-a-half months ending the 31st 
October 1897, which means an average expenditure of Bs. 9,222 and a relief' 
to 30,266 people per month. This number is moie by 700 than the total population 
of the city of Bdnda. 

15. By far the largest expenditure was under object IV, and that, too, chiefly in 
assistance by provision of cattle and seed-grain to agriculturists. The original 
grant made to this district was Bs. 3,59,000; but Mr. Ferard, with his intimate 
knowledge of the district and its circumstances, held this amount quite inadequate in. 
■pite of its being larger than that made to any other district. It was, however, supple- 
mented first by a transfer of Bs. 20,000 from Agra district and again by a grant 
of Bs. 1,00,000 from the Provincial Committee upon the representation of Mr.. 
Ferard. ThiB made op a total of Bs. 4,79,000. 
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' " Something more was wanted. for special help to the most distressed tracts in the 
■district, viz., the rice-growing plateau and the fohw-infested areas. The price of rice 
seed had gone up enormously, and the soil overgrown by the weed Jeans required 
special labour to bring it under cultivation. As the rains came on, yet another urgent 
need became apperent. The heavy rains of 1893-94 washed down enormous numbers 
of houses, and as the famine set in immediately after that the inhabitants had no 
resources to execute repairs. For these three spocial objects a grant of Rs. 20,01)0 
each was applied for and given, thus bringing up the total to Rs. 5,39,000 . 


The distribution of such an enormous amount of money required evory energy 
on the part of the local officers. The Collector issued confidential instructions to all 
-the pargana officers and tahsflddrs to select by their own personal knowledge all 
persons who, in their struggle with the famine, had lost the wherewithal to resumo 
their ordinary avocations at its close. Village lists wore prepared by these officers 
and submitted for the Collector’s approval. After sanction dates wore fixed for the 
recipients to attend at the tahsil and there take payment in person before the tahsll- 
ddr. The recipients were duly identified by the patwdris and circle officers and their 
signatures or marks affixed in token of acknowledgment. Members of the District 
Board and pargana officers were also present when possible. The first allotment of 
Rs. 3,59,000 was distributed between the 25th May and 10th June 1897 in order that 
the people might purchase cattle and make other preparations for cultivation as soon 
as the rains set in by the 15th June. It was a very busy fortnight throughout the 
district. Each tahsil was thronged with people from evory village. They sit there 
from early in the morning till sun-down and distribution work went on incessantly 
throughout the day. It is an extremely difficult matter to realize the feelings to 
which this distribution of“ free takdvi” gave rise in the minds of the people, and 
even if realized those feelings are still more difficult to describe. It must bo remem-, 
bered that never within the memory of the proverbial oldest inhabitants had any 
free grants been given in Bundelkhand for the purpose of re-establishing impoverished 
cultivators. Takdvi secured by the liability of sureties they knew, repayable advances 
from Government for purpose of land improvement they had received, and they 
remembered, probably with no little discomfort, the inevitable and recurring instal- 
ments which had been collected from them on account. But unsecured and unrepay- 
able advances passed their comprehension. In some cases it was at first difficult to 
induce the least educated to accept the allotment. Tuey suspected some sinister 
motive and feared to bind themselves by acceptance to some dreadful fulfilment. Some 
thought, as a portion ot the people always do wuen a new measure is taken, that tho 
distribution had for its object forcible conversion; others saw in it a binding over 
ol the recipients to their equivalent of satanic influences ; others again looked upoa 
it as the price of liberty, and believed acceptance would really be in transportation 
across the “black water.” These doubts, however, very soon gave way to more 
sensible ideas. I do not think that many of the people actually realized that tho 
distribution represented the sympathetic charity of the Anglo-Saxon raco. They did, 
however, in very many cases connect it iu some manner with the Queen-Empress; not 
a few of them imagined that the Jubilee rejoicings and tho distributions of money 
for plough-cattle and seed were part aud parcel of some great celebration of a great 
event, aud I have no doubt that in a majority of cases they thought that the present 
came from Government and was instigated by the Queen. , 


As to gratitude it is difficult to 
ness to accept probably left little 
during my recent tour round the 
unique distribution has formed an 
and that the present year will be 
famine, as tnat of the great relief, 
relief w,.rks with uo hope in their 


form an idea. At the time astonishment aud eag 
room for other feelings ; but from inquiries mi 
district, I have every reason to believe that t 
epoch in the present generation of the distr 
remembered, not so much as the year of the gr 
Many who had left their houses and gone on to 
breasts of ever being able' to return, or if able 
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return, of again cultivating their little ancestral holding came hurrying back on 
hearing of this extraordinary and inexplicable distribution and found themselves 
given a fresh start in life — a start which, providentially seconded by a magnificent 
crop to commence with, bids fair to result in their attaining a higher standard of 
prosperity than they had reached before the famine. 

The first distribution covered only the worst cases, and individually they got 
only small sums ranging from Rs. 5 to Rs. 25 according to their former status and 
the area of the lands they held. Purchase of cattle and seed for the kharif harvest 
were the chief objects at the time. The Rs. 20,000 received from Agra wa 3 also 
applied to the same purpose. It was distributed to such people as had either been 
absent when the original lists were prepared or were left out by oversight or other- 
wise. The number of these was very small. The total amount distributed for pur- 
chase of cattle and kharif seed was Rs. 3,66,750 only. 

Rupees 3,000 were distributed in the city in aid to artizans and weavers to 
resume their professions. Their lists were propired iu consultation with some 
prominent business men of the city. 

16. The rains came in time, and the people were ready to resume their work. 
Ploughing operations began at once and kharif sowings common ;ed. There was, 
however, a break of a fortnight about the end of Juue, which was the cause of the most 
intense anxiety; but in the second week iu July renewed rainfall again restored con- 
fidence in the hearts of the people. This break lasted from 25th June to 7th July 1S97, 
and did no harm. A very large area was sown with kharif ; the object of the people 
being to obtain food-grains as soon as they could. The smaller millets were widely 
sown ns they reach maturity earliest. The normal kharif area of the district is 
46S,277 acres, and in'Spito of the famine this year as many as 463,946 acres woro sown. 

The rainfall in July being seasonable, the kharif sowings germinated well and 
they required weeding. As the relief works were in course of beiug closed, agricultur- 
ists were hard up for food while employed on preparation and weeding of their fields. 
They had spent part of the money given at the first distribution on food, but that 
was now exhausted. The Provincial Committee just then sent a timely assignment 
of Rs. 1,00,000 more. Out of this Rs. 6S,000 was at once sent out for distribution 
on the 3rd August 1897. This was distributed upon a dilFerent principle. The 
gifts were made having regard to the exponse of weeding and the subsistence required 
in the case of each individual cultivator’s field and family. The method of distribu- 
tion was tho same. The people recognised that Government was bent not only on 
giving them a fresh shirt, but on keeping them till they could keep themselves. A 
feeling of confidence was engendered. The Indian peasant is never very effusive in his 
expression of gratitude; but the second distribution was received with none of the 
doubts and suspicions attendant on the first, and hopes of a bumper harvest near 
at hand, now that he could weed his field and had just sufficient means to keep 
himself and his family alive, allowed him time to reflect on the meaning, and he- 
undoubtedly realized to a large extent the gouerosity which had prompted it. Weeding 
operations gave employment to many of the poor labourers who had hitherto been on 
the relief -works. The relief works had been closed judiciously and the labourers 
naturally returned to their native places ready 'to help the cultivator iu his fields. Still 
for the labourers it was a difficult period to tide over. High prices brought them less 
grain for the scanty pice they could earn. The cultivators on the other hand 
employed as few labourers as possible and paid them as poorly as they ceuld. Many 
of the labouring class therefore flocked to the poorhouses in July instead of going to 
their villages. The population of tho poorhouses did not decrease because though 
many had returned to their homes, there came as many and even more who had 
nothing to return homo for. Throughout the month of August, therefore, distribution 
ou a small or large scale was going on in the district as the need of individuals, com- 
munities and villages came to the notice of tho authorities through local inspection 
and reports. Rs. 8,500 was sent in small lots and thus tho total amount expended in 
that month for weedii g and subsistence came up to Rs. 76,500. 

26 
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a kind. 


With Hie 'advent of September the early millets had been reaped in a few places 
and afforded some relief. But the time had come for rabi sowings. Fields had to 
he prepared with greater care and labour for the valuable spring crops, such as wheat 
and gram. High prices and depletion of stocks rendered expenditure on seed extreme- 
ly heavy. The quantity of seed required for a vabl field is larger than that for 
kliarif. For . instance if an acre of Icharif could be sown with one mauud of grain, an 
acre of rabi wotild require four matinds. Rs. 40,000 for the two specially dis- 
tressed tracts were already in hand, because in making the distributions iu duly and 
August these tracts had already had that amount allotted to them. So in September 
a third large distribution was mado for seed for the spring crops, ihe total amount 
of this was Rs. 56,500 only. 

Out of these total allotments of Rs. 4,99,750, Rs. 4,80,457-8-0 were spout exclu- 
sively in gifts to agriculturists, and Rs. 11,239-S-O in aiding workmen of other trades 
to purchase materials. Rs. 3,250 were also spent on the latter object in Banda city, 
which makes up the amount shown under object IV A (ii) (c) in Form B, showing the 
details of relief operations which has been submitted to you. The other professions 
aided were mostly potters, cobblers, and dyers in the mufassil and potty Shopkeepers, 
tailors, brokers, and vegetable-sellers iu the city. 

17. The special grant for aid to people in repairing and rebuilding their houses, 
was apportioned between the different subdivisions of the district only in the middle 
of October, when it would be likely to be used for the purpose for which it was 
intended. Houses are generally repaired iu Bundclkhaud after the Daschra festival, 
when the rains usually cease, about the middle of October. The Dcwiili festival of 
illuminations falls 20 days after that, and during these 20 days houses are repaired 
and whitewashed to bring the illuminations into relief. This grant of Rs. 20,000 
could ouly be partly distributed before orders arrived from the Provincial Committee 
to stop all expenditure from the 6th of November, which was done, A large part 
remained undistributed. The system of distribution was exactly tho same as that 
adopted for aid to cultivators. Tho gifts were made upou a duo consideration of tho 
style and dimensions of houses, and the necessity and pecuniary ability of the owners 
to rebuild or repair them. Individually the grants varied from Rs. 5 to Rs. lo. 

18 Tho gifts iu kind consisted firstly, of two bales of female clothing scut from 
England by the Marchioness of Dufforin and Mrs. Ilauscr. The bale sent bv Mrs. 
Hauser arrived here in June. It. was distributed entirely in the city as tho cloth was 
very good and the garments fitted to bo worn by respectable ladies only, who resided 
entirely in the city. The second bale from the Marchioness of Dufferiu was received 
a month later. Out of this clothing was sent to all the tahsils according to require- 
ments. The gifts were highly valued by the respectable classes, and the cloth was so fino 
and beautiful that many who could preferred to keep it for purposes of show rather 
than bring it into daily use. Separate reports have been sent to the Provincial Committee 
on the distribution of these gifts, and in the case of the latter a report v/as submitted 
for the perusal of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor as desired by the Private 
Secretary. The 1,000 jerseys received from the Cawnpore Woollcu Mills Company 
by order of the Provincial Committee were all distributed first in tho poorhouses and 
then to people getting relief at home. Out of the 1,500 bolts received through the 
same agency, native shirts or kurtas were made aiid distributed similarly. Mrs. Forbes 
wife of the District and Sessions Judge, Mr. G. F. G. Forbes, C.S., suggested this 
expedient for utilizing tho belts which would otherwise have been useless, and she 
also very kindly undertook to supervise their preparation, seeing that the tailors did 
their work, and keeping the accounts of work done. 

Three boxes of biscuits aud a box of con cent rated food (said to contain meat) 
were spent wholly in feeding the children of the aboriginal Kols of the Ivarwi sub- 
division. These could not be used in poorhouses lest a rumour should spread that 
admission to poorhouses entailed loss of caste or apostasy. Two and-a-half tins of 
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Mcilin’s Food and three tins of Swiss milk were, however, utilized entirely in poor- 
houses, in feeding the sick in hospitil and young children, who profited immensely 
by that nutriment. Lastly, a bale of 800 dhotis was received in October and is 
under distribution. 

These gifts by themselves added not a little to the comforts of people relieved 
by Government ; and they wore greatly appreciated, especially by children. 

19. The distress in tho district wrfs very acute, and penetrated oven among the kocal subscriptions, 
better classes. Famine succeeded a succession of indifferent and latterly positively 
unfavourable seasons. Local subscriptions were therefore impossible and were not 

asked for, because those who usually subscribe had obviously not the means to do 
so. It was only iu tho mouth of August, when there had been a good and timely 
rainfall, that prospects brightened and credit revived. A meeting of the District 
Local Committee was accordingly held ou the 2nd August 1897, and a subscription 
list was circulated. Subscriptions onme in freely, considering the hardness of tho 
times. Thakurdiu Pathak, Rai Bahadur, of Naraini, and Chandidin Dube of Khuudek, 
headed the list with Its. 300 and 200 rbspcctivcly. Others contributed according to 
their means. Tim total local subscriptions amounted to Its. 2,676 up to the 31st 
October. These were all meant for this district, and were thus at the disposal of 
the District Committee. According to the orders of the Central Committee, these wore 
credited to the general account of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund and 
formed part of the balances of the Fund. 

20. Pandit Brahma Shankar Misra, M.A., the officer appointed by the Pro- 
vincial Committee in consultation with tho Lieutenant-Governor under orders of the 
Oentral Committee dated 2ofh September 1S97, examined the accounts of the district 
early in tho month of October, and pronounced them to be kept with neatness and 

eguLiify. 

21. Government poorliouses in this district were closed from the 15th October Winding np. 
and with them stopped all (he aid given by the Charitable Fund. The orphanages at 

Karwi and Banda only remained, and here milk was continued till the orders to stop 
all expenditure came. Belief under object IIJ ceased from the same date. The tabsll 
muharrirs were dismissed as soon as complete accounts came in from tabsils. There 
are only two clerks now at headquarters who are auditing tho accounts and check- 
ing the distribution lists received from tabsils. The records of the Fund have been 
kept quite separate in the same manner as the accounts, and they will be deposited 
safely when orders arrive. These clerks will have no work after the 31st December, 
when they will bo dismissed. The balances have all conic in and been sent to the 
Provincial Committee according to their orders. A small sum has boon reserved to 
pay the salary of the clerks and contingencies. 

22. The 13 khichri Ichcmcis or kitchens for children, started in the Karwi sub- 
division iu July and maintained up to 30th September, deserve mention as a special form 
of relief. Mr Ferard had noticed that the children in the Karwi sub-division were 
growing thinner in spite of the grants made for their comforts. So with the permis- 
sion of Government these institutions were started. Tho accounts were prepared 
weekly like those iu poorliouses. Of the total expenditure Government contributed 
ike amount allowed under section 54, Famine Code, and the rest was borne by the 

Fund. These kitchens did a great deal to nourish children who would otherwise have 
.remained weak at the end of famine and undoubtedly saved many infants’ lives. Tho 
■total cost of theso kitchens amounted to Rs. 1,380-0-4, and the highest number of 
children relieved in one day was 27 children. Theso costs and units are included iu 
Form B under object 1(c) (iii). 

23. In conclusion 1 have now only to mention the services rendered byindivid- 
■uals and sub-committees. The work of the nine local sub-committees deserves all 
praise. The members gave their aid with willing cheerfulness and often at oonrider- 
mble personal trouble. 
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At headquarters Pandit Madhava Kao Jayaram Kher, Munshi Mata Parshad,. 
and Babu Jadunath Chaudbri were indefatigable. The first-named bad tbo work of 
the Famine Fund accounts in addition to bis ordinary duties, wbiob were themselves 
particularly heavy on account of the famine. He worked throughout with energy 
and zeal and the successful administration of the Fund money has been largely due 
to his devotion. Munshi Mata Par shad also expended a large amount of time and 
trouble on the Fund, and was always ready with valuable advice when consulted and 
to undertake arduous duties when requested to do so. I owe a personal debt of gra- 
titude to him for his kindness in placing his time and loeal knowledge at my disposal' 
in famine relief generally and the distribution of Indian Famine Ohant.iblo Belief 
Fund money in particular. Bfibu Jadunath Chaudhri was of the greatest use also, 
especially in checking and supervising the keeping of the accounts. To these three 
gentlemen the gratitude of the thousands wlo have been relieved will doubtless be a. 
recompense for the labour they have undergone so willingly. 

Of the lemainder rf the Committee it must suffice to record that they were one 
ar.d all animated with a desire to render all tl e help which was in their power. They 
had the confidence of the citizens of the town, and of the ryots of the mufassil, and 
that confidence was in no way misplaced. To them I owe personal thanks for aid so. 
constantly demanded and willingly given. 

24 T cannot close this report without conveying to the Provincial Committee 
the obligations under which the district lies to it for tbo generous sympathy so con- 
sistently extended to it in its troubles, and for the unfailing courtesy with which the 
requests of my predecessor and myself for further grants were always met. The posi- 
tion of a beggar is a difficult one, especially when tho person from whom aid is soli- 
cited is overwhelmed with rival claims from many quarters, all seemingly deserv- 
ing. When the aid is grudgingly granted or curtly refused, that position becomes 
exceedingly unpleasant. It is, howover, a matter for thankful congratulation on my 
part thst B find a importunity has never been met with the want of consideration which 
it no doubt frequently deserved; but on the contrary when aid was refused the regret 
appeared to bo with tho donor rather than with the solicitor of the aid. 

In conclusion I would say that tho most gratifying of all results visible in this 
district of the generosity of the Anglo-Saxon nations of the world, is a display of gra- 
titude which appears to be increasing as tho recipients of that generosity have time to- 
realize it, and a return to normal pros] ority as rapid as it was unprecedented. In my ; 
late tour throughout the district, which has undergone, as has been stated above, n 
cycle of unfavourable years culminating in two years of the most intense famine, I 
noticed that the average physical condition of the labouring and agricultural classes- 
was just as satisfactory as it was when I first came to this district in the end oflS93,. 
and signs' of famine are now practically non-existent except in the miles of raised 
roadways, the hundreds of newly-excavated tanks and the thousands of huts still 
standing where six months ago the struggle was going on. It may bo that in the pro- 
vidence of the Almighty, the Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund has helped to weld 
together the empire by chains stronger than those which bound it before: and if thi* 
is indeed the result, then it should form an ample reward both to those who so gener- 
ously subscribed their money and to those who unrequited administered its distribution- 

J. H. SIMPSON, G.S. 


18. HAMIRPUR. 

Collector's letter no. 65, 
< atert 10th December 1897 
ltcceijt no. 1211. 


I HAVE the honor to submit a report on the operations of the Indian Famine- 
Charitable Belief Fund in this district. They closed practically at the end of October 
and the few items of expenditure incuned early in November has been included 
in this report and in the statements appended of expenditure up to 31st October. For 
purposes of check a separate memorandum of such items is appended. 

2. There has been acute distress in the whole area of the district, 2,282 square 
miles, with a population of 513,720. There are no large towns in the district, and 
the great bulk of the inhabitants are agriculturists. There is much good soil, but 
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owing to the nature and circumstances of it, as much as to any lack of energy on 
the part of tho cultivators, there is very little irrigation, and consequently any failure 
of rain is severely felt. The people are not as industrious as their neighbours in the 
Do6b, and are besides handicapped by the number of wild animals and the ubiquity 
of kdm grass which make cultivation difficult. Wheat, gram, and linseed are the 
principal rail, and judr, cotton, and tit the principal kharif crops. Mcihua is an 
im portent auxiliary food, and the large- area of uncultivated land yields many wild 
fruits to eke out the food supply. There is much grazing land and' many head of 
cattle are exported yearly to distant districts. 

3. The really bad seasons began in 1894, when rust injured the wheat crop. 
The excessive rains of 1894 did considerable damage to the kharif, and in 1895 the 
whole of the linseed crop and half the wheat was lost owing to rust. In 1895 the 
rains closed early and the kharif crop was moderate: the rabl area was contracted 
and as thero were no winter rains the rabl crop of 1896 failed badly, famine 
relief operations were commenced in February and the numbers on relief rose 
to 50,000 at the end of May. The rains were good up to August, and the closing 
of relief measures appeared at hand when tho early cessation of the rains again 
brought distress. Both lcharlf (1896) and rabl (1897) harvests were failures, and the 
area under tho latter was much contracted. The outturn in annas of the principal 


crops was as follows : — 
Kharif. 

Annas. 

Rabl. 

Annas . 

Judr 

G 

Wheat ... 

••• 9 Area Binal]. 

Cotton „. 

... 7 

Gram ... 

.. 7 

Jjajra ... 

... 8 

Barley ... 

11 Ditto. 

Til 

... 6 



Relief works were 

opened again in October, and 

continued till July. Gr 


tuitous relief was continued till the end of October 1897. 

4. At the end of 1896 some subscriptions were locally collected for the 
purpose of providing clothing for people in poorhouses, and steps were taken to 
initiate charitable relief on a larger scale. On 2nd January 1897 a committee was 
formed, consisting of the following : — 

Mr. H. M. It. Hopkins, Officiating Collector ... ... Chairman. 

Mr. H. S. Rix, Officiating Joint Magistrate ... ... Secretary 

and 

Treasurer . 

Saiyid Muhammad Ali, Joint Magistrate ... 

Munshi Muhammad Azim Khan, Deputy Collector ... ... 1 

Mr. W. Hogan, Civil Surgeon ... ... ... } Members. 

Tahsildfirs of the five tahsils and leading District Board Members, j 

TheMuusifof Hamirpur was subsequently added to the Committee, J 

On my return from short leave in February 1897, 1 was elected Chairman in 
place of Mr. Hopkins. Sub-committees were formed for the various tahsfls. The 
functions of tho committees wero consultative. Beyond the provision of clothing 
to persons in poorhouses little was done till the Indian Famine Charitable Relief 
Fund Central Committee was formed, when the local body became the local com- 
mittee of the Fund. 

5. The elaborate official agency existing for the administration of Government 
relief was utilized for the distribution of charitable relief. It will be seen how 
non-officials aided in the one as in the other. 

6. Extra food and comforts to children in poorhouses was distributed by the 
managers of those institutions under the supervision of superior officers. The plan 
adopted was to feed the children on a generous scale laid down by the Civil Surgeon- 
and to charge to the Fund the cost of their food, so far as it exceeded that of the bare 
subsistence ration allowed by Government. Children on gratuitous relief in villages 
received one pice each daily from the Fund. Gratuitous Government relief in 
-villages was distributed in this district by selected native gentlemen, who undertook thie 

27 


t 



• • - ^ 

,106 

work in their own and adjoining villages, rendering accounts weekly on which tha 
imprests given to them were recouped. The number of such distributors was one 
hundred. These gentlemen also undertook the distribution of pice to children from 
the Charitable Relief Fund, furnishing accounts and keeping registers as in the case of 
Government money. Here, as in poorhouses, it was considered that adults, children 
over 12, and babies in arms were sufficiently provided tor by the Government 
allowances both on and oil relief works; it was the children not in arms and under 
12 whom, being provided with a bare subsistence by Government, it was thought 
■desirable to provide with fuller meals by the aid of the Fund. 

7. The dieting 1 of a few orphans in one of the poorhouses was for a short 
time only charged to the Fund. 

8. Allowances under object III were distributed as follows : lists of the 
persons selected by officers not lower in standing than Naib Tahstlddrs and revised 
from time to time by superior officers were given to Circle Officers already employed 
on supervising the distribution of Governmeut rolief. There were 26 Circle Officers 
in this district. Each person on the lists received a tiekot on which the monthly pay- 
ments to him wore entered. The Circle Officer kept a daily account of his expen- 
diture in duplicate, showing the persons to whom payments were made and the 
amounts paid out of the imprest with which ho was provided. From time to time 
he sent in one copy of his account to the tahsil and his imprest was recouped. Tho 
Circle Officers also maintained a ledger, showing the persons in receipt of allowances 
in each village, with a column for each month showing the date and amount paid in 
that month against the name of each person. A similar ledger was kept up at the 
tabsfl, it being written up from the daily cash accounts received from Cirole Otficors. 
It was thus a simple matter to check both the regularity and the fact of payments 
to individuals and to check the daily cash accounts with them. 

9. The foregoing paragraphs show tho administration of periodical relief from 
the Fund. Children on relief works, except for a short time whon works were closing 
and arrangements w'ere made for feeding children on them in kitchens, kept in good 
condition on the food they received from tho family cooking-pot. Those on gratuit- 
ous relief and in poorhouses received aid from the Fund, beiug deprived in either 
case of any hope of aid from their elders. Nor was the Fuud called upon to help 
the sick and destitute persons unfit for one reason or another to work. The respon- 
sibility of keeping these alive was accepted by Government. But the Fund was 
most usefully employed iu assistiug respectable persous who, though destitute and 
not physically incapacitated for work, would never have supported the shamo of 
going to a relief work. It was a pleasure to occasionally take respectable persons 
from a relief work where they were toiling in obvious misery and by sending them 
to their villages to receive allowances from the Fuud to deliver them from disgrace, 
as they reasonably, considering the customs of the country, thought it, 

10. I would explain that the Fund was not utilized to give employment at 
home to spinners, weavers, and the like. This form of relief have been carried on 
from Government funds with tho assistance of non-officials from early in 1896, and 
existing arrangements were continued. Thus no classes needing relief were over- 
looked and the Fund and Government relief kept iu close touch with each other 
without overlapping. 

11. In the selection of persous for assistance under object IV of the Fund 
an immense amount of labour was entailed. The two Joint Magistrates, Sheikh 
Muhammad Ali and Mr. Rix, Captain Edwards of the 18th Bengal Infantry and 
two Deputy Collectors, dividing tho work with the TabsildArs, examined Into the 
needs of eaoh village travelling about for this purpose iu tents throughout May and 
the greater part of June. Rough lists of poor cultivators prepared by patwfiris were 
used as something to start with; but care was taken to consider the cases of any wbb 
came up whose names were not on the lists. Indeed no officer thought of using 
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a patwdri's list as more than a starting-point. Inquiry was then made into the 
relative needs of the various applicants in the matter of plough-cattle and money to 
keep themselves and their labourers. Each person selected for help was then given an 
order in a printed form payable at the tahsfl and days were fixed for pa) ments at 
the tahsils: these payments being always made in the presence of a tahsildtir or 
superior officer. This procedure was repeated when a second allotment was received 
during the rains for plough-cattle and labourers’ Wages, and again later on when half 
a lakh of rupoes was distributed for the purchase of rabi seed. 

12. The district allotments under objeots III and IV had in the first instance 
been divided among the charges of the various subdivisional officers by the Local 
Committee of the Fund. 

13. Clothing was distributed by Sub divisional Officers and Tahsildfir 3 on tour. 

14. Having described the method and agency of distribution of each kind of 
relief, little x - emaius now to be added to the information given in the Statements 
herewith. "With the exception of the provision of clothing on a small scale to inmates 
of poorliouses whioh had been proceeding oarlier, the operationsof the Fund commenced 
in this district with the receipt of Rs. 3,000 from the Provincial Committee on 9th 
February. From March the monthly allowance from the Provincial Committee for 
food relief was raised to Rs. 8,000, of which it was reckoned that Rs. 2,000 would 
be expended under object I and Rs. G,000 under objeot III. The instructions in 
regard to the latter item were that it should be utilized for people who were really 
prevented by a senso of shame and not by laziness from coming to relief works. 
Lists of persons to be assisted naturally took some little time to prepare ; but by the 
end of March there were 4,112 names on them. The fundB which had accumulated 
in the hands of the Committee during the preparation of the lists were used in tem- 
porarily extending them in the months of severest pressure, viz. April, May, and June. 
On 31st May there were 9,225 names on the lists, but by 15th July this had been 
.reduced to 4,641, which number was not very greatly exceeded afterwards. Allow- 
ances were made at rates varying from Rs. 0-7-6 per month for children in arms to 
Rs. 2-5-0 per mouth to adults wholly dependent on the Fund for support. Lesser 
allowances were mado to those who had something wherewith to eke them out. 
This form of relief continued till the end of October. 

15. The distribution of additional relief under object I has been described 
■ above, aud the statements show the extent of it. The Mellin’s and Triticene 

Food received from Calcutta were used for the children and sick in the poor-houses, 
oand were of great assistance in dealing with cases of emaciation. The Tritikola bis- 
cuits were a treat for the children in the Government orphanage. 

16. The following clothing was received in addition to grants of money for 


41ie purchase of clothing : — 


Rs. 


(1) Belts ... ... 

,,, 

... 1,000' 

) 

(2) Jerseys 

(3) Blankets ... 

... 

... 800 ( 

... 650 1 

f 

k From the Provincial Committee. 

(4) Dhotis ... ... 

... 

... 1,000, 

) 

• (6) Skirts 

(C) Chaidars 

(7) Flannelette skirts, ic. 

... 

... 674') 
... COO > 

| From the Central Commlttco and 

... 

78 j 

l from Lady Dufferin. 


All these articles were gratefully appreciated, and especially the gifts of women’s 
-clothing received from England. I must not omit to mention the useful gift of 
560 bodices worked by the ladies of the family of Sayid Abul Husain, Tahsild&r of 
Rath and now Officiating Deputy Collector. 

17. Under object IV it was finally deoided to expend Rs. 1,60,000 out of 
■fho two lakhs allotted to this district on grants for purchase of cattle and subsistence 
of cultivators and their labourers. The distribution was commenced in May and 
was nearly half completed in that month ; it was practically completed by 16th Juno, 
iliut only by means of the most strenuous exertions on the part of the officers employed 
in it. Rupees 3,280 was spenton gifts to artizans and Rs. 2,624 on assisting 257 persons 
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whose houseshad been destroyed by fire. The average amount given for thepurehase- 
of a bullock was about Rs. 10. Gifts for other purposes naturally varied consider, 
ably in amount. Great care was taken that persons who deserved assistauce tinder- 
object IY should not lose it by being away at relief works at the time selections 
were made. They were diligently enquired for, and when necessary, sent for. 

18. A second distribution of Rs. 20,000 for similar purposes was made iu> 
August from a supplementary grant received irom the Provincial Committee.. 
Finally in September lists were prepared of people to be assisted with gifts o i seed 
for the rail. For this purpose there was available Rs. 40,000 out of the original, 
allotment of two lakhs, besides Rs. 10,000 received from the Provincial Committee- 
at the end of July. Payments were made early in October to be in good time for 
the sowings. It was an instruction that gifts under this bead should be between^ 
Its. 8 and Rs. 15 each. 

19. The only item of miscellaneous expenditure which requires comment is- 
that of Rs. 106 for the purchase of cinchona febrifuge. This was made necessary 
by the great prevalence of fever, and the febrifuge was widely distributed with most 
beneficial results, and was generally appreciated. 

20. The large closing balance of Rs. 6,735, which under your directions ha» 
been remitted to you, had been kept with yoi r approval for expenditure on clothing 
aud food relief in the cold weather. I am sure the expenditure would be most 
useful after the kharlf harvest ; but the balance has been recalled, and there is no- 
more to be said about it. Government relief finally closed in October with vale- 
dictory doles, as was also the case in relief from the Fund. The local Committee 
dissolved itself on 30th November. 

. 21. In couclusion I need only say that, the Fund has been of inestimable 
value in this district. It is not too much to say that it has saved thousands of homes- 
froui being broken up and thousands of people from ruin. -It has prevented am 
immense amount of anguish which must have otherwise been suffered by respectable 
f people compelled to go to poorhouses or relief works. 

H. G. WARBURTON, 0.8, 


Tuk district of Allahabad, which is 74 miles long from east to west and 
64 miles from north to south, has an area of 2,852 square miles, or about 1,805,938- 
aores of land. The district depends for its harvests almost entirely on the monsoon, 
and winter rains. 

2. The population of the district according to the census of 1891 is 1,548,737,.. 
of whom more than half, i.e., 906,549, have no other occupation than agriculture, and' 
their existence depends on the character of the harvests. 

3. Owing to the failure of the raius in September and October 1896, preceded as 
it was by a succession of bad harvests, famine became general throughout the district-, 
though the tracts most affected were the trans-Jumna and Dotiba tabsils. In conse- 
quence of the failure of the monsoon but a very limited area was sown with rabi ^ 
and as the winter rains also were absent or insufficient the rabi crop, on which people- 
were dependent to keep them alive till the ensuing monsoon, was a failure, and tbe- 

• already existing famine was intensified. ' . • 

4. To give some idea of the extent of the distress caused by want of sufficient-. 

• rain for sowing, I would point out that only about 41 per cent, of the normal area!, 
could he Eown with rabi. In the trans-Jumna tahsils the area sown was only one~ 
fourth of .the normal area, and it, too, suffered, severely from the lack of winter rains^ 
and the almost total absence of means of irrigation... Some good, no doubt, was done- 
by the rain which fell during December 1896.and January 1897, but much damage- 
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•was done by the strong westerly winds which prevailed throughout February 1897. 
The following table compares the outturn of the principal crops during the year with 
those of the preceding one, which in itself was one of inferior harvests : — 




Name of crop. 





1895-96. ‘ 


1896-97. 

Hice 


Khartf cropt. 




12 

annas. 

4 

annas. 

Maize 

... 

... 




11 

do. 

10 

do. 

. Judr 






13 

do. 

4 

do. 

JBajra 


... 




11 

do. 

4 

do. 

fjrd, mung 

, ... 




*»• 

11 

do. 

o 

do. 

Bataan 


... 


... 


14 

do. 

7 

do. 

Koitm 

... 


... 

... 

... 

13 

do. 

7 

do. 

Zlalcra 

... 



... 


16 

do. 

7 

do. 

HI 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

10 

do. 

7 

do. 

'Sugarcnno... 


Mal( cropt. 




14 nnn.a. 

8 

annas. 

Arhar 


• t. 


... 


17 

do. 

7 

do. 

Wheat ... 


... 




12 

do 

11 

do. 

Barley 


... 

• •• 



12 

do. 

10 

do. 

Peas and gram 

... , 

... 


... 


13 

do. 

7 

do. 

Mnnur 

... 

... 

... 

... 


10 

do. 

5 

do. 

Linseed ... 


... 

... 

... 


8 

do. 

5 

do. 

Jlmtard ... 

••• 

... 

• •• 

... 

... 

14 

do. 

6 

do. 


5. To add to the miseries of the famine-stricken people, there was practically no 
mango crop, but mahua flowers and fruit, of which there was fortunately an abundant 
yield, were for some time the means of subsistence of a large number of people 
in this district. 


6. In consequence of the failure of the harvests prices of food grains, which had 
been for a long time ruling very high, had by October 1896 risen t 0 rates obtaining 
■during periods of intense famine. The subjoined table compares the prices obtaining 
in 1S95-96 and 1896-97 


Grains. 


Wheat • •• 

Barley 

Kice, first quality 
Do. common 


Ju&r »•■ 

JBajra 
ZJakra 
JCakun 

Oram ••• 

Tduize ••• 

Artiar (d&l) ... 


Kato’per rupee. 

Decrease. 

1895-96. 

1896-97. 

Srs. 

c. 

Srs. 

c. 

Srs. 

c. 

11 

7 

8 

2 

3 

5 

14 

13 

9 

9 

5 

4 

7 

4 

6 

7 

1 

13 

11 

15 

7 

12 

4 

3 

15 

15 

9 

6 

6 

9 

12 

5 

7 

12 

5 

3 

12 

8 

11 

0 

1 

8 

12 

12* 

7 

15 

4 

134 

15 

12 

8 

14 

6 

14 

17 

12 

10 

2 

7 

10 

12 

6 

7 

3 

5 

3 


7. And as a consequent result by the end of May some 336,897 persons were in 
receipt of relief in one form or another, which is less than one-fonrth but more than 
•one-fifth of the entire population. 


8. In every district there is a large number of people who by reason of their 
family status and social customs are unwilling to go on to relief works or to take 
shelter in poorhousses. To provide relief for such persons of respectable position a 
•meeting was held on the 18th November 1 896 in the Mayo Hall, and members were 
appointed to raise subscriptions aud distribute oharity to the most deserving and 
needy* “ sharifs ” of the city. By the middle of February the subscriptions raised 
locally had reached the figure ot Es. 20,512-7-9. The district was divided into 23 
relief circles, in which relief was distributed through the circle officers, nflib falisfl- 
ddrs, tahsflddrs, Deputy Collectors in charge of tahsfls, aud the Military officer^ on 


* ».#. gentle folk. 
28 
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duty in connection with famine relief operations; but in order to prevent Govern- 
ment and Charity Fund reliefs from overlapping each; other, and on the other hanu to- 
secure that both systems should maintain close touch with each other, the following 
principles were kept in view. 

9. Government relief was freely given where deemed necessary within the- 
principles defined in the Famine Code, hut beyond that it was the benevolent part of 
the Charity Fund to help all those who could not expect relief from Government. For 
instance it is not ordinarily the function of Government to give relief at home to any 
able-bodied person simply on the ground that he considers himself too respectable lo- 
go to relief works, though there may be, and in fact are, thousands of such persons ra 
need of relief. ' Again Government could not undertake to supply clothes to all the- 
ueedv, or to provide medical comforts for all the sick, though it kept up hospitals- 
where medicine was dispensed and food was given according to fixed rates. 

10. In the eity relief from the Charity Fund was administered entirely through 
private agency, i.e., through Honorary Magistrates, Municipal Commissioners, 
vakils, &o. Between eight and nine thousand persons wero relieved every month, 
from the funds, composed of looal subscriptions, supplemented by the monthly 
donation of Bs. 5,000 granted by the Local Government, and of Rs. 6,000 from the- 
Charity Fund money placed at my disposal every mouth. The remainder and the- 
bulk of the money sent by the Provincial Committee was devoted to various other- 
useful objects of the Fund, the details of which are shown in the Statements A and B 
and explained below. 

11. Object /. — The expenditure under this head from the Fund money has been,, 
incurred wholly in supplementing Government relief. Clothing received from 
England and from the Provincial Committee has been distributed to 941 persons 
standing most in need of it : aud other clothiug aud blankets, worth Rs. 3,423-2-6, 
were also purchased and distributed to persons on gratuitous relief, who stood greatly 
in need of them. A number of boxes of biscuits, Moil in’s Food aud Swiss condensed' 
milk were supplied by the Committee, which were with great advantage used for 
sick and weak persons, especially children. Besides this a sum of Rs. 773-0-6 was-- 
spent in providing small comforts iu the shape of limejuice and bfiziir medicines, 

to the sickly persons in the poorhouses and elsewhere. 


Object //.—No orphanage lias been maintained exclusively from the Charity 
Fund, but Rs. 200 per mensem were subscribed to a non-sectarian privato orphanage 
iu the city of Allahabad as a contribution towards the cost of maintenance of the- 
orphaus of the district in that institution. A part of the Government poorhonse at. 
Allahabad city was reserved for “ orphaus” deserted by their friends or relations, 
who were picked up by the police and other Government officers and others. They 
were fed along with other inmates of the poorhouse from Government funds, but a. 
stag, consisting of a matron aud a kbansdma, to look specially after the comforts of~ 
the orphans, was maintained at the oxpense of the Fund money. Tho total cost so 
incurred wa3 Rs. 293-4-11. Government Relief in the poorhouse at Allahabad 
however, came to a close on the 15th October, and since then the expenses of the- 
institu ion have been exclusively borne by the Charity Fund, and this will coutinuo 
tintil the orphans are finally disposed of, 

Object //L-Tlie principal expenditure under this head has been for the xcYmC 
pardah-nashin ladies and of respectable poor, who could not,by reason of their sex 
respect;. ole origin, social customs, and the like comply with the Government te -t^f " 
those requiring relief, and who were q uite unaccustomed to bodTlyLTour « T 
people, as a rule, will not submit to the degradation which J /V A 

relief £££ 
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difficulties. .Again, when it was found by experience tllat the giving of money doles 
for the relief of children to their guardians did rot effect its object, as the parents or 
relations of the cbiklien in many instances used the money so provided for them- 
selves aid MgJcctcd their children, and as high-caste people generally had no objec- 
tion to allowii g their children under 12 3 ears of age to receive food coohed by a high 
caste Brfihuian, 26 kitchens were started in the most affected parts of the district under 
the management of respectable landlords of the locality and under the supervision 
of the pargaua officers. This cost the Fund Us. 13,379-3-2. These forms of relief 
were found to be most effective and adapted to the conditions of the people, and at the 
same time most economical, ns the average cost per head per mensem under the former 
head did not exceed Re. 1-1-8, and under tko latter 10 annas and 3 pies. J 

Object IV . — A very large portion of the Fund has been spent under this head 
throughout the district ; it consisted chiefly in gifts made for the purchase of seed, 
ploughs, bullocks, and for wages of labour, &c. The disbursements under this head 
were all mado in the presence of the respective pargana officers and tahsflddrs to the 
fittest tenants and zamfndtirs, lists of whom had been previously prepared by villages. 
These lists show ed tl e ordinnr} - area of rail and kharif in each one’s holding, details of 
the crops grown, the number of cattle owned by each at the beginning of the year, and 
the number, if any, lost during the year by death or sale caused by distress; they were 
duly checked b)' local iuquiry. No grants for seed and cattle were made in kind. 
Care was taken, as far as possible, that the recipients used the grants to the purposes for 
which they were given, but it is obvious that no precautions taken can afford any 
certainty that such sums were not used occasionally for other purposes. On the whole, 
however, I do not think such grants were extensively used for purposes other than those 
intended, as the needs of the people for cattle and seed, on which their future existence 
depended, were too pressing. A small sum, viz. Its. 7*15-4-0, was also disbursed from 
the Fond to 104 persons for repairing or rebuilding their houses which had been 
destroyed by fire. 

K 

12. The City Committee did excellent service, and Kuuwnr Parmanand, the 
Honorary Secrctarj", Special Charitj- Committee, did most valuable work. 

13, On receipt of letter No. 5S3, dated 3rd November 1897, from the Provincial. 
Committee, all expenditure of the Fund money was stopped, excepting that on the 
maintenance of orphans by the Fund till arrangements were made by the Govern- 
ment for their permanent aupport. 

G. BOWER, C.S. 


I have tlio honor to submit the final report on the India 1 Famine Charit- 
able Relief Fund'of 1897 in this district, which has been written by Babu Bhuban 
Chauder Bose, the Honorary Secrotary, who has devoted an immense amount ot 
timo and troublo to the work. 

2. One omission I note. Edbu Grish Chunder Dey, the head treasury clerk, 
I know, laboured indefatigably at the accounts. 

C. D. STEEL, C.S. 


20.-JHAKSI . 

Collector's letter No. 6C8, 
iliittrt lltli December 18W« 
Receipt no. 1221. 


1 . Jbdnsi and Lalitpur were two separate districts. From 1st December 1891 
both the districts were amalgamated into one under the name of the Jhdnsi district, and 
Lalitpur formed a sub-division of it. 

2. The combined tract is bounded on the north by the Jalaun district, east by 
the Bundclkhand States, south by the Central Provinces, and west by the Gwalior 
State. 

3 . The area of the tract in square miles is 3,587; Jhfinsi =1,640 and Lalitpur= 
1,947. Of tho 49 districts in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh under thesway 
of the Lieutenant-Governor of the United Provinces, the district of Jhdusi stands as 
Ihe fifth in area. 


Report dated 29th Urr* 
ember 1897. 

Constitution of the Jhan* 
»i district. 

Boundaries, 


Aren. 


” -Til 
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Physical condition. 


Territorial sub-division*. 


Population. 


Areajaffoctod by famine. 


UaiufalL 


4. JLdnsi and Lalitpi/r both form portions of the hill country of Buudelkhand. 
Jhansi* may. rougldy bo divided into two distinct tracts. The southern tract is highly 
rooky, intersected by ranges and groups of low jungle covered bills, dotted with lakes 
and sparsely populated j but the northern tract is comparatively level and lowlying, 
characterized by dark soil, naturally fertile and fairly well populated. Lal.tpur has 
the appearance of an 'undulating plain, intersected by innumerable small water-courses. 
To the north, north-east and east, aud to the south-east and south-west the soil is a 
poor red gravel with rooks cropping up at intervals, and having a small proportion of 
a somewhat better soil. Towards the centre aud south aud in isolated valleys elso- 
where, there is a good deal of very rich black cotton soil. There are cxtons.vo 
forests in the combined area. 


5 . The territorial .sub-divisions of tho present Jhf.us; district are : (1) Tahstl 
Jhfmsi, area in square miles 465* (2) Tnhsil Moth, area in squnre miles 241. (3) 
Tahstl Garotha, area in squifto miles 409. (4) Tahstl Man, area in square miles 435. 

-(5) Tahstt DaYitpur, area in ojaum tailee 1,050. (Gj Tahstl Mehroni. area in squaw 
grades 8S8. 


6. The total population of the district as returned in the Census of 1891 wa3 
083,619, distributed as follow^ : (1) Tahstl Jhfinsi, 145,080. (2) Tahstl Mm, 
115,724. (3) Tahstl Garotha, 88,926. (4) Tahstl Moth, 59,039. (5) Tahstl Lalitpur, 
9157,153. (6) Tahstl Mehroni, 117,017. JTotal 683,619. 


7. The whole of the district was affected by famine. Tho aucompanyiug* map. 
shows approximately tho tracts which were slightly and seriously affected, the light 
blue sliado signifies tho former and tho dark blue tho latter. 

8. The rainfall of two years preceding the cold woathor of 1896-97 is givon 
below : — 


No. 

lloporting station. 

1S91-95. 

1695-90. 

1S90-97. 






Indies. 

Inches. 

Indus. 

1 

Moth 




31-10 

3S'90 

32-02 

O 

Garotha ... 




39-01 

29-10 

35-50 

3 

Mau 




53-30 

39 10 

- 31-13 

4 

Jhansi 




5005 

30-69 

32-12 


Lalitpur ... 




01-35 

20-41 

30-87 

6 

Mohroni ... 




70 88 

32 80 

37 30 

7 

Talbehat 




51-90 

24-23 

37-83 

8 

Narhat 




7102 

31-94 

30-29 




Average 

... 

55-53 

31-72 

31-93 


The table shows that the year 1895-96 bad followed an abnormally wet one, and tho 
fall in 1896-97 was greater than its predecessor, but both the years were characterized 
by the early cessation of the monsoon rains. The rainy season of 1895 had begun 
about the middle of Juno and continued with occasional long breaks till the end of 
August. In June the fall was heavy and general, in July irregular and scattered ; in 
August it rained only in tho first and last weeks, after which the rainy season practi- 
cally came to an end. The winter rain averaged only 0*40 cents, and that fell in 
December. The autumn rains of 1S96 generally commenced throughout the district 
on the 15th June 1896 and continued with occasional breaks up to the middle of 
August. The falls were good and well distributed. From the 16th to 28th August 
there were slight irregular and scattered showers after which there was a long break. 
From 15th to 19th September a few light and scattered showers fell, after which the 
rains altogether eeased. The winter raras averaged only T-91 inches during 1896. 
There was no fall in October, iu [November 0-70 fell, in December 0-20 and in Janu- 
ary 2' 05 and after that they ceased. 


* Not printed. 
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A very small portion of the district is , capable of being irrigated, and this only Irrigation, 
if the rains domot fail ; in years of drought, there is little water in the wells, while 
the lakes and tanks arc unable to supply (he wants of cultivators at the time of greatest 
need ; so with the failure of the rains in the two years failed the crops also. 

9. The table below shows the area sown with food crops during tho years Area sown with food 
1S95-96 and 1890-97. The figures pertain to the JMnsi portion as owing to the croI>s ' 
settlement in progress in Lalitpur its figures arc not obtainable. 


Kharif 


1895-90. 

Acres. 

1890-97 

Acres. 

(1) Rico ... ... 


... 7,980 

8,503 

(2) Imlmn*corn ... 

... 

1,122 

1,733 

(3) Judr 

• »* 

... 3B,45G 

50,183 

(*I) JBdjrd ••• 

... 

4,100 

0,045 

(5) Urd and Hung ... 


... 3,740 

4,503 

(G) Other crops ... 


... • 30,822 

42,771 


Total 

... 92,232 

1,19,800 

Rail. 

(1) Sugarcane ... ... 

... 

... 407 

249 

(2) Arhar ... ... 

... 

... 38.5G7 

02,103 

(3) Wheat ■» ••• 

... 

... 9,903 

11,358 

(1) Harley •» 


... 30,G58 

23,127 

(5) Peas and gram ... ... 

... 

... 1,57,331 

54,288 

(0) Other crops ... ••• 

... 

... 4.0S0 

3,924, 


Total 

... 2,41,003 

1,55,049 


The figures indicate that a larger hharif area was sown in 1890-97 than in 1S95-9G, 
but the rahi area was about two-thirds of that sown in 1S95-93. These figures only 
represent tho area sown, but not the area cropped. There had been some yield in the 
two years from tho early rain crops ; but tho later hharif and the rahi were almost 
complete failures in both the years' and more especially in 1S97. Rice is not largely 
sown in this district, while tho growing of sugarcane is but nominal. 

10. The subjoined table shows tho average outturn of tho food crops in each of Crops grown in tho 
four years (10 annas representing an average good crop) : — district. 


Season. 


1893-94. 

1S94-95. 

1895-90. 

1890-97 

Autumn cropi. 


Annas. 

Annas. 

Annas. 

Annas. 

(1) Rice 

IM 

11 

10 

9 

C 

(2) Indian-corn ... ... 

... 

13 

14 

15 

15 

(3) Judr ... ... 


13 

12 

11 

8 

(4) Rajra ... 


14 

11 

9 

3 

(0) Vri and mung ... 


12 

13 

9 

4 

(0) Other crops 


15 

10 

13 

13 

Avcrago 


13 

14 

11 

8 

Spring crops. 

(1) Sugarcano 

... 

1G 

10 

12 

10 

(2) Arhar ... ... 

... 

10 

10 

8 

4 

(3) Wheat 

... 

7 

10 

5 

8 

(4) Harley ... ... 

... 

10 

10 

0 

8 

(5) Peas and gram ... 

... 

10 

10 

7 

7 

(0) Other crops ... 

... 

15 

10 

10 

0 

Avcrago 

... 

11 

15 

8 

7 


The figures speak for themselves as to tho extent of the failure of tho hharif and 
rahi harvests in the last two years which wero years of famine in this district. The 
yield of hharif was 11 auuas in 1895-90 and 8 annas in 1890-97, while the rahi 
yielded 8 and 7 annas respectively. 


29 



114 


Economic condition o£ 
the people, null tbeir chief 
occupations. 


Custom of leaving homo 
for employment else- 
where. 


Prices of food grains. 


- The cereals in this district are the judr, Idjra, wheat, barley, cirhar, peas, and 
gram It will be observed from the foregoing table that the yield of these crops in 
the last two years was about half that in the first two, resulting in famine in both 
the years. The distress in 1895-96 was not so acutely felt by the people as they had 
some surplus to fall back upon from the general full crops of 189-1-95 ; but the distress 
becamo most severe in the year under report, as they had no resource except the scanty 
produce of their laud and the fruits of the forests freely allowed by Government. 


11. Under the head of occupation of the peoplo, they arc thus classed in the 
census return of 1S91 - 


(1) Agriculturists 

(2) Traders and bankers 

(3) Professional classes 
(l) Artizan3 

(5) Menials 
(G) Labourers 
(7) Others 


. =3,42, S59 or 50 per cent. 
. ~ -11,740 „ G ditto. 

, = 15,292 „ 2 ditto. 

. = 87.G99 13 ditto. 

. = 40,759 „ C ditto. 

. =1,15,779 „ 19 ditto. 

. = 39.4S2 „ 4 ditto. 


Total ... G, 83,019 


The agriculturists are half of the total population. They include all persons who 
own or occupy land for purposes of agriculture or pasturage, but do not include 
agricultural labourers. Tho traders aud bankers include shopkeepers, pedlars, and 
dealers of all description. Tho professionals are persons belonging to the learned 
professions, strictly so called ; all Government servants above ministerial rank. The 
artizaus include smiths aud masons. The menials include ministerial Government 
servants, domestic servants, and villago menials. Tho labourers include both agricul- 
tural and general labourers. The others are those who do not come under the above 
categories. In a year of general aud dire famine all are affected by tho dearness of 
provisions, but distress prevails more among the classes who live upon the produce 
of their laud aud labourers in general than others, so that three-fourths of the popula- 
tion of the district might be said to have actually suffered from the famine of 1897, 

12. The people of this district generally are home loving. At tho busy fimo of 
the harvesting of spring crops the roads leading from the sterile tracts of the district, 
swarm with men, women, aud children proceeding as harvesters to the black soil plains, 
but after the harvesting many return to their homes, and those only who have no 
means of subsistenco-migratc to places beyond the district in cpiest of living. But in 
this year the relief given by Government and the Indian Famine Charitable Relief 
Fund had obviated the necessity of British subjects emigrating into the adjoining 
native states and elsewhero. 

13. The prices of food grains ranged very high in 1S96 and much more so up 
tu September 1897, as will appear from the following table 


Kctail rate per rupee. 


Year. 

Wheat. 

Gram. 

Arhar [dal) 

Kice 

(common). 

Judr. 


Srs. c. 

Srs. o. 

Srs. o. 

Srs. c. 

Srs. c. 

189G 

11 14 

1G 3 

13 12 

10 10 

16 5 

1S97 

... 8 G 

9 3 

7 9 

7 8 

10 1 


The enormous increase in prices in 1897 points to the fact of the very great depletion 
of stocks in the district. It indicates that not only tho stocks of the afliuent land- 
holders were exhausted, but also those of the greedy grain-dealers whose forte is to 
reap large profits by sale of grain on high prices in years of agricultural depression. 
Great assistance, however, was afforded by the imports through the Indian Midland 
Railway, which runs through every part of the district. Had it not been for tho 
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considerable imports as shown below, the district would have fared much worse. 
The imports and exports during the 9 months of 1897 are given below : — 






Imports in 

Exports in 





maunds. 

maunds. 

January 

... 

... 

... 

14,537 

4,9G0 

February 

... 

... 


... 38.4G3 

3,769 

March 

••• 


• •• 

... 35,826 

2,470 

April 

Mf 

... 


47,132 • 

2,254 

May 

«•* 

... 

... 

1,26,490 

1,812 

Juuc- 




94,315 

2,389 

July 

... 



79,113 

5,179 

August 

... 

• •• 

... 

40,965 

1,357 

September 


... 

f 

... 30,047 

1,995 


In September 1897 tlie prices were the highest on record as compared with 1896, 
which also was a year of famine. 






1896. 

1897. 





Srs. c. 

Srs. c. 

Wheat per rupee... 

••• 

* ... 

... 

.. 9 4, 

8 9 

Gram ditto... 

... 



11 6 

8 5 

Arhar ddl ditto... 

».* 

... 


11 6 

7 0 

Iticb, commou ditto 

... 



8 11 

7 3 

Juar ditto 

... 

... 

... 

.. 12 4 

10 2 


llut the mortality from starvation which was sure to follow was averted by the 
strenuous efforts of the humane Lieutenant-Governor of these Provinces and the 
Collector of the district, supplemented by the grants of funds from the Indian 
Famine Charitable Relief Fund started at the very outset of the direst of famines 
which the year 1897 has witnessed in the annals of the history of British India. 

14. The deaths from various causes during the last five revenue years are shown 
in the following table .— 





Small- 


Bowel 




Year. 


Cholera. 

pox. - 

Fever. 

com- 

Other 

Total. 

Per 






plaints. 

causes. 


mille. 

1891-92 ... 


... 2,352 

43 

13,385 

2,174 

6,077 

24,929 

36 

1892 93 ... 

... 

... 112 

59 

9,003 

1,383 

5,708 

16,864 

24 

1893-94 ... 

... 

.- 6 

G1 

10,692 

1,398 

6,494 

18,931 

27 

1894-95 ... 

... 

... 403 

127 

15,490 

2,049 

6 740 

24,815 

36 

1895-96 ... 

• •• 

... G,095 

1,361 

22,344 

3,391 

7,444 

40,635 

59 

1896-97 ... 


... 1.046 

00 

23,021 

3,662 

8,187 

35,982 

53 


The above figures indicate that in 1894-95 the death-rate was 36 per mille, but in 
1895-96 it had risen to 59, brought about by all the causes enumerated in the table. 
The total mortality in 1895-96 was 15,820 in excess of 1894-95, which was free from 
famine, but not from distress due to agricultural depression. Judging by the 
mortality of the first’ year of famine, the deaths in the year under report ought to 
have been much more thau in the preceding year, but they were obviated for the 
reasons given in the foregoing paragraph. Turning to the deaths from the various 
causes, the figures for 1896-97 compare very favourably with those of 1895-96. 
There were fewer deaths from cholera and from small-pox, but there was a slight rise 
from fever, bowel-complaints, and other causes. On tho whole, the health of the 
people was much more satisfactory than in the preceding year. 

15. The necessity for relief of distress was felt in this district as early as Novem- 
ber 1896. On the 25tli of that mouth a meeting of the European and Native 
citizens of Jbdnsi was convened under the presidency of the District Collector, 
Mr. C. D. Steel, C.S., and a Committee was formed for the city of Jhdnsi. 
Similar meetings were held at the suggestions of the district officer for the munici- 
pal towns of Mau-Riinipur and Lalitpur. 


Public health. 


Foraation of Charitable 
Belief Committees before 
tlie creation of the Indian 
Famine Charitable Belief 
Fund, 



. When relief distribution 
' commenced. 


Enlistment of recipients 
and mode of payment. 


Formation of additional 
charges. 
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li>. The actual distribution of reliof was commenced in each of the towns as 
follows : Jliansi, 1st January 1807 ; Mau-Runipuf, 1st March 1897 ; Lai it pur, 15th 
February 1897. * 


17. The procedure followed for the enlistment of recipients in each of the towns 
was the same. The towns were divided into circles of almoners of known respectability 
and honesty. Each almoner registered the namos of tho relief seekers and the latter 
were tested by a sub-committee by a house-to-houso visitation, and the approved 
recipients listed in a general register. Tickets were issued, like in the specimon* 
attached, to the recipients and tho almoners drew tho money required for their circles 
in a voucher, a specimon* of which is also enclosed, and thereby a correct account 
keeping was ensured. 

18. The relief given in the three towns was met from subscriptions raised locally. 
The rates of payment were originally — 






its. 

a. 

P- 

Per diem to males ahovo 12 years ... 

... 

■■t 

... 0 

1 

c 

Ditto 

females ditto ... 

... 

... 

... 0 

1 

3 

Ditto 

children between G to 12 years 

•>» 

... 

... 0 

1 

0 

Ditto 

children below G years ... 

... 

... 

... 0 

0 

!) 


hut they were reduced as follows on receipt of G. O. No. 331, dated 2nd February 
1897 : — 


Ter diem to adult male and females above 12 years 
Ditto children from 7 to 12 years . ... 

Ditto children 2 to 7 do. ... 

Ditto children below 2 do. ... 


Its. a. p. 
...0 10 
...0 0 0 
... 0 0 G 
... 0 0 3 


and these rates continued up to tho close of operations. 


19. The Indian Famiuo Charitable Relief Fund money began to como in from 
tho latter end of Fobruary 1S97. It only augmontod our scopo of operations and 
afforded relief which the local subscriptions could not meet. On tho receipt of the 
Charitable Fund money the following 23 additional charges wero formed ; — 


(1) Moth 

(2) Chfr 

(3) Baragaou 

(4) Barwa Sugar 
([) Garotha 

(6) Gursarai 

(7) Talbehat 

(8) Mehroui 

(9) Maraura 

(10) Poorhouse, Jhdnsi, almoner Mr. J. H. Simpson, C.S. 

(11) Rev. J. F. Holcomb, for relief in places he visited. 

(12) Mrs. E. M. Bacon, in and around the town of Lalitpur. 

(13) Pandit Krishan Rao, in and outside the city of Jhdnsi. 

(14) Mr. H. J. Hoaro, C.S., Settlement Officer, Lalitpur. 

(15) „ J. E. Goudge, C.S., Assistant Settlement Officer, Lalitpur and 

Mehroni. 


j- in tahsfl Moth, almoner the tahsfldar. 

} 

} 

} 


ditto 

Jhdnsi 

ditto. 

ditto 

Garotha 

ditto. 

ditto 

Lalitpur 

ditto. 

ditto 

Mehroni 

ditto. 


(16) „ E. C. Allen, C.S., Assistant Magistrate in Garotha Tahsfl. 

(171 „ AV. E. K. Hare, C.S., Assistant Magistrate in Moth tahsfl. 

(18) Captain AY. C. C. Leslie, Cantonment Magistrate. - 

(19) Ajudhia Prasad, Special Eaib Tahsflddr, on famine duty in tahsfl 

Mehroni. 


* Not printed. 
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(20) Har Dat Sakai, Special Ndib Tahsllddr, on famine duty in tahsll Lalitpur. 

(21) Ganga Saliai, Special Haib Tabsild&r, on famine duty in talisfl Mau. 

(22) Zabur-ul Husain, Special Naib Tahsilddr, on famine duty in tahsll Moth. 

(23) Dr. Brander, Civil Surgeon, in town Jbansi. 

20. The town of Jbansi was circled out to 9 almoners as follows : 


(1) Pandit Krislin Bao, 5 wards. 

(2) Shaikh Ali Ahmad, 9 do. 

(3) Babu Bhuban Ciiandar Bose, 6 do. 

(4) Seth Kanak Singh, 7 do. 

(5) Dube Tulsi Das, 6 do. 


(6) Bnbu Prasanna Chander Chatterjee, 

5 wards. 

(7) Bdbu Bipin BihariBanerji, 4 wards. 

(8) Pandit Babaji Hari, 6 do. 

(91 Seth Ganga Sakai, 3 do. 


The towns of Mau-Ranipur and Lalitpur were divided among 13 and 11 almoners, 
respectively. 


21. The town reliefs were at first originated with local subscriptions and the 
latter merged into the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund from the latter end of 
February 1 S97, the Government supplementing the same with a monthly grant of 
Rs. 800 from February to September 1897 for the town of Jbansi alone for the relief 
of its parda-nashin and respectable poor. 

22. At first the parda-nashin and the respectable poor, whose circumstances 
were such that the forms of relief consisting of the relief work and the poorliouse 
were inapplicable to them, were being relieved from the local subscriptions ; but with 
the augmentation of the funds by the addition of Indian Famine Charitable Relief 
money, and the distress becoming acuter, the scope of relief was extended to all classes 
of peojile who scrupled to beg in public or become inmates in the poorkouscs. As 
the Government grant was about a fifth of the monthly expenditure in the town of 
Jhtinsi the same was included in the general fund and distributed in the ordinary way, 
and no account could be kept of the number of persons relieved ; but the cost has 
been excluded from the general fund. 


23. Since there existed no separate organization of Government gratuitous relief 
in any of the municipal towns, the sums expended were all met from the Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief money and local subscriptions, so there had been no overlapping of 
Government relief to the detriment of the Charitable Fund Relief. 


24. The funds of the committee were lodged in the Jknnsi branch of the Allah- 
abad Bank, “ Limited,” and the Honorary Secretary drew the money as occasion 
required on written authority from the President. 


25. Of the receipts of Rs. 1,64,654-1-0 the sum of Rs. 3,833-2-4 was raised by 
subscription as follows : — 


Bs. a. p. 


(1) Jhansi town 

(2) Mau-B'inipur ... 

(3) Lalitpur 

(4) Moth 


2,573 2 4 
434 2 O 
820 14 0 
5 0 0 


Total 


3,833 2 4 


Contributed by — 


European residents 
Native residents 


Bs. a p. 
1,514 9 4 
2,288 9 0 


■vide the list of subscription* herewith sent. The main receipt was from the 
Provincial Committee, viz. Rs. 1,60,800, and the interest from the Allahabad Bank 
formed its other receipt, Rs. 20-14-8. 


26. The whole of this amount was spent from 1st January to 31st October 1S97 
under the four objects prescribed in Enclosure A of Provincial Committee’s printed 
letter Ho. 9 of 5th February 1897, leaving no balance on 31st October 1897, 


/ 


Division of towns into 
almoners’ circles. 


Origin of relief. 


Scope of rolief. 


Overlapping of Govern* 
ment relief with Indian 
Famine Charitable Belief. 


Funds of the Commit* 
tie where lodged. 


Beceipts. 


t 


Disbursement*. 


* Not printed. 

30 
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Object I. Form B. 


Object II. 


Object III. 


27. The amount disbursed in each chargo was as follows : 


(1) Jbdnsi Town relief 

(2) Mau-llanipur do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


(3) Lalitpur 

(4) llotli tahsll 

(5) Mcliroui 

(6) Jlmnsi 

(7) Garutha 

(8) Lalitpur 

(9) Mr. J. II. Simpson, C 

(10) ltovd. J. F. Holcomb 

(11) Mrs E. 11. llacou 

(12) Pandit ICrislian Hao 

(13) Mr. II. J. lloare, C.S. 

(14) ,, J. E. Gonilge, C.S, 

(15) „ E. C. Allen, C.S. 

(10) ■, W. E. K. Haro 

(17) Captain W. C. C. brslio 

(18) Ajudhia Parshad, Special l’aniino Belief Naib Tabsildar 

(19) II ar Dat Singh ditto ditto 

(20) Gauga Salmi . ditto ditto 

(21) Zahur-.-l Husain ditto ditto 

(22) Dr. Brandcr, Civil Snrgcou ... ... 

(23) Baba Bhubun Clmudcr Bose, Deputy Collector... 

(24) „ Sliibbau Lai). ditto 

(25) ,, Isliri Porslmd, ditto 

(20) Muu tahail ••• «•* ••• 

Total 


R«. 
19,734 
0,034 
C, 020 
2,105 
2,200 
1,200 
1,300 
1,200 
COO 
810 
700 
300 
24,100 
23,078 
21,200 
19,507 
250 
IDO 
100 
100 
200 
1,170 
13,057 
17,993 
2.100 
100 


a, p. 
1 0 
2 0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


1,04,034 1 O 


28. Of tho total sum spent in relief in the town of Jlmnsi, Rs. 18,287-4-ff 
was distributed in food relief and Rs. 1,030-7-3 in clothing and Rs. 41G-5-3 in 
miscellaneous expenditure. Tho amounts distributed by each of the 9 members are 
as follow : — 


(1) Pandit Kriehan Bao ... 

(2) Mnnslii Ali Ahmad ... ... 

(3) Babu Bhuban ghandcr Boso 

(4) Pandit Dube Tulsi Das ... 

(5) Seth Kauak Singh 

(0) Babu Prnsanna Clmnder Cbatterjco 

(7) „ Bipin Uelmri Banerjeo ... 

(8) Pandit Babaji Hari ... 

(9) Seth Ganga Sabai • ... 


Rs. a. p. 
3,500 3 0 

2,170 12 3 
4,102 4 0 

2,072 0 0 
1,781 5 O 
4,580 3 3 
419 9 3 
804 14 3 
230 13 9 


(as member n£ 
Committee), 

(as momber of 
Committee). 


Total ... 19,731 1 O 


B&bu Bhubau Clmnder Bose, as Honorary Secretary of the Jlmnsi town and of the' 
District Local Committee, had to spend Rs. 416-5-3 at tho headquarters in remitting 
money to distributors by money-orders and in office charges. 

29. The amount paid for object I was spent in providing clothing to tho 
inmates in the poorhouses and in supplementing tho subsistence ration in the slapo 
of small comforts and a treat to the poorhouso at the time of Her Majesty the 
Empress’ Diamond Jubilee at a cost of Rs. 50. 

30. The amount spent for the maintenance of orphans was Rs. 705-5-0, Much 
of this amount was spent in Lalitpur, which being more affected had a largernumber 
of orphans than in any town. 

31. Under object III tho form of relief given was gratuitous money doles, the 
scale of which has been set forth in paragraph 18 of this report. The do 1* was dis- 
tributed weekly. Owing to caste prejudices cooked food was not found Acceptable 
except in the case of low caste small children for whom a kitchen was start’d in the 
town of Jhausi. Other modes of relief could not be enforced as tho recipient selected 
for relief being old, infirm, blind, lame and decrepit were incapable of doing my task 



| Number. 
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■work. There were very few parda-nashin women; but as these females here are 
unaccustomed to such occupations as embroidery and needle work, no materials were 
advanced to them. 

32. For object IV, relief to agriculturists, rupees one lakh and twenty thousand 
were received from the Provincial Committee on the following dates : — 

Rs. 

Gtb May 1897 ... ... ... ... 25,000 

20th May 1897 ... ... ... ... ... 26,000 

25th May 1897 ... ... ... ... ... 25,000 

1st .Tune 1807 ... ... ... ... ... 25,000 

3rd August 1897 ... ... ... ... ... 20,000 

Total ... 1,20,000 

\ 

The annoxed table will show the disbursement of this large sum in each of the 
six tahsils comprised in this district. The seriously affected parts were tahsils 
Garotha and portions of Moth and Mau in the north, and tahsils Lalitpur and 
Mehroni in the south ; tahsil Jhansi was comparatively safer. The distribution was 
made according as the requirements in those places were. If this most considerable 
and beneficent relief had not come, the effects of the famine would have been most 
disastrous to the agriculturists. A fourth of them would have had to leave their 
homes and lands and settle elsewhere or die. The distribution for the autumn crops 
was finished before the end of June and for the spring crops before October. 
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Belief to artizans, black- 
smiths, and carpenters. 


Weavers* 


Miscellaneous expendi- 
ture. 


Acknowledgment 
money given. 


The sowings of the autumn crops begin with the early rains, and those of the n 
after their cessation. As to the selection of the recipients the method followed v 
that the patwdri and the headman of each village sent up the names of the m< 
necessitous cases and these lists were tested by the tahsildar and distributing offici 
and finally passed by the Collector. The area to be sown with kharif and rabi v 
ascertained in each case, and according to the necessity of the listed person the pr 
for bullocks and seed was given, blot more than a pair of bullocks was given in a 
case, and in many cases one only was given. The distributor was able to ascertt 
by questioning the village people assembled whether the relief seeker bad or had r 
the wherewithal to buy his bullocks, and also the truth of the existence or n< 
existence of his plough-cattle, and after the ascertainment of these facts a 
comparing the area to be sown, the allowance for plough-cattle was ma 
As for seed grain the recorded area helped to calculate the price to be paid as ; 
quantities required for sowing a bfglia of land are ascertained facts in respect of er 
fabsfl, and acting upon these data the money was allowed. It was made a r 
that persons receiving bullocks were not allowed seed grain (but in a few cai 
both were allowed, since a man having a pair of plough bullocks was able 
raise the small money required for kharif sowings as the grains are not cosi 
whereas in the ease of rabi seed grain the sowing quantity is greater and the p] 
higher. The table will show that the necessity for giving bullocks was obviated 
the rabi sowings and the amount given for rabi seed grain was Its. 13,940, while 
kharif we had to pay Its. 33,827. The latter fact indicates that very sufcstan 
relief was afforded to the agriculturists which had enabled them to raise better cr 
and thereby minimized their wants for rabi seed grain. Two thousand nine hund: 
and forty-two persons were allowed Its. 68,082, averaging Its. 23-2-3 each, 
purchase of plough-bullocks. The seed grain recipients were 7,347, and the amo 
given was Es. 47,767, or Es. 6-8-0 each. The total number of agriculturists relie 
was 10,289 and the amount given was Es. 1,15,849. Divided into the two seas 
the figures stand thus - 

Plough cattle. Seed grain. Total. 



Persons. 

Amount. 

Persons. 

JA mount. 

Persons. Amount. 



Es. a, p. 


K3. a. p. 

Ra. a. p. 

Kharif , 

.. 2,941 

68,057 0 O 

5,481 

1,866 

33,827 0 O 

8,422 1,01,884 O 0 

Sabi 

.. 1 

25 O 0 

13,940 0 0 

1,867 13,965 0 0 

Total .. 

. 2,942 

68,082 0 0 

7,347 

47,767 0 O 

10,289 1,15,849 O 0 


33. As the village blacksmith and carpenter are also factors in the economy 
Indian agriculture, a few of the most necessitous cases from both were selected ; 
relieved. In their case the necessity for relief was ascertained from the asseml 
cultivators of each village, and then relief was given. The blacksmiths relie 
were 220 receiving Es. 1,806, and carpenters 256 who got Es. 1,657. The avei 
payment for a blacksmith was Es. 8-3-5 and for a carpenter Es. 6-7-7. .All tl 
were provided with money for such tools as were essentially required for makinj 
agricultural implements. If they had been fitted with all the tools, the cost 
head would have been double what was allowed or more. 

34. In Mau tahsil there is a large population of weavers, and 63 families ’ 
were in want of their implements were provided with money to start business ag 

The sum given to them was Es. 353. The total amount paid to axtizan classes 
Es, 3,816. 

35. The amount paid for clerical establishment and printing of forms 
stationery was Es. 335 or less than a pie in the rupee to the whole amount disburs 

36. Where possible the recipients signed tbeir names and the illitrate put t 
marks against their names on the register of payments, a specimen copy of whic 
herewith enclosed* in acknowledgment of the sum received, and each payment 
attested by the distributors, four of whom were Covenanted Civil Servants and t 
of the Provincial Civil Sorvice. 


* Hot printed. 
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37. The distribution made by each of the officers is shown below : — 


(1) 

K. J. Hoare,.Esq., C.S., Settlement Officer ... 


Bs. 

... ,24,000 

(2) 

J. E. Goudge Esq,, C.S , Assistant Settlement Officer ... 

... 22,078 

(3; 

E. C. Allen Esq., C.S , Assistant Magistrate .. 

... 

... 21,000 

(4) 

W. E. K Hare, Esq., C.S , Magistrate 

... 

... 18,967 

(5) 

Babu Biiuban Chander Bose, Deputy Collector 

... 

... 13,057 

(6) 

„ Shibban Lai ditto 


... 17,998 

(7) 

„ Xsbri Parsimd ditto ... 

... 

... 2,000 



Total 

... 1,20,000 


38. The official position of the almoners was a guarantee for correct payment. 
They distributed the money by their own hands, and while handing it cautioned tlio 
recipients not to use it for any other purpose than tiiat for which it was given. It 
was feared that patwtiris and village headmen would mulct the recipients, but this 
was rarely done. There were few complaints made, and even in these few some 
were found to have been instituted for satisfaction of old grudges against thepatwaris. 
The complaints made were 17. In 3 the patwari was convicted and in 14 he was 
acquitted or discharged. Two complaints were preferred against village headmen and 
both were convicted. On the whole the measures taken were crowned with success 
in affording suitable relief to agriculturists who were in actual need of it. 

39. There was no special item of receipt or expenditure in this district. The 
only extra item of receipt w'as the paltry sum of Rs. 20-14-8 interest allowed by the 
Allahabad Bank, Limited, Jhansi, on the balance of the current account of the funds 
of the District Committee which were lodged in it. The expenditure of this money 
was included in the general expenditure of the fund. 

40. In organizing the relief and distributing it, the work lasted for a year from 
.November 1896 to October 1897, and every one connected with it has done his part 
with zeal and self-sacrifice. In raising subscriptions in the native part of the town 

-of Jhdusi, Chaube Chliedi Lai of the firm of Jai Kisban Das Sri Nibas Das, Bankut 
Ram of Raghunafh Das Hannu Mai, Tulsi Das Dube, banker and zamindar and 
Munski Sham Lai of the firm of Golab Cband Seth have done good service. As 
Government officials had no hand in the matter it was managed by the above-named 
gentlemen and they deserve credit for it. 

41. In the town of Jhfinsi there were 9 members for distribution of relief. All of 

•them have worked in the cause with a whole heart and performed their duties most 
'satisfactorily. Babu Prasanna Chandra Chatterjee and Pandit Krislian Rao had large 
numbers of poor in their circles, so they had to devote much of their time to this work. 
Babu Prasanna Chandra besides the work of his charge, had at the height of distress 
in the city opened a kitchen for feeding the starving children and took considerable 
pains in performing this arduous work. Pandit Krislian Rao looked after the needs 
of the wanderers in and outside the city in addition to his charge as a member, and he 
did his work well too. Dube Tulsi Das and Seth Kanak Singh besides their circle 
work had helped the Secretary every week in counting the small silver and copper 
before being sent out to the several members for distribution, and their help in this 
respect proved very useful to the Secretary. They and Babu Bipin Behari Banerjee 
helped the Secretary in buying from the local weavers clothes for the city poor 
worth more than a thousand rupees. . 

Shaikh Ali Ahmad, Pandit Babaji Hari, and Seth Ganga Sahai have done their 
circle work well ; of the nine members, Babu Prasanna Chander Chatterjee and Pandit 
Babaji Hari were rewarded with certificates on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee. 
The success of the city relief was due to their exertions and self-sacrifice. 

In Mau the Honorary Secretary mentions the'namcs of the following gentlemen 
as having taken special interest in the work * 

(1) Lila Mausukh Das, merchant. I (3) Munshi Ram Sarup Lai, rais. 

(2) Seth Cbaudan Mai, ditto. I (4) Pandit Jay Ram, do. 

31 


Money for object 
how distributed. 


Special items oflrf" 
and eipenditure. 


Mention of service. 


Relief disfcrii. 
.Tliansi town. 


Mau town. 


120 


Belief to artizans, black- 
smiths, and carpenters. 


Weavers. 


Miscellaneous expendi- 
ture. 


Acknowledgment 
money given. 


The sowings of the autumn crops begin with tbe early rains, and those of the rabi 
after their cessation. As to the selection of the recipients the method followed was 
that the putwari and the headman of each village sent up the names of the moat 
necessitous cases and these lists wore tested by the tahsildar and distributing officers 
and finally passed by the Collector. The area to he sown with kharlf and rabi was 
ascertained in each case, and according to the necessity of the listed person the price 
for bullocks and seed was given. Not more than a pair of bullocks was given in any 
case, and in many cases one only was given. The distributor was able to ascertain 
by questioning the village people assembled whether the relief seeker had or had not 
the wherewithal to buy his bullocks, and also the truth of the existence or non- 
existence of his plough-cattle, and after the ascertainment of these facts and 
comparing the area to be sown, the allowance for plongh-cattlo was made. 
As for seed grain the recorded area helped to calculate the price to bo paid as the 
quantities required for sowing a btgha of laud are ascertained facts in respect ot each 
tahsil, and acting upon these data the money was allowed. It was made a rule 
that persons receiving bullocks were not allowed seed grain (but in a few cases, 
both were allowed, since a man having a pair of plough bullocks was able to 
raise the small money required for kharif sowiugs as the grains are not costly, 
whereas in the case of rabi seed grain the sowing quantity is greater and the price 
higher. The table will show that the necessity for giving bullocks was obviated for 
the rabi sowings and the amount given for rabi seed grain was Rs. 13,9-10, while for 
lcharif we had to pay Its. 33,827. The latter fact indicates that very substantial 
relief was afforded to the agriculturists which had enabled them to raise better crops 
and thereby minimized their wants for rabi seed grain. Two thousand nine hundred 
and forty-two persons were allowed Rs. G8,0S2, averaging Rs. 23-2-3 each, for 
purchase of plough-bullocks. The seed grain recipients were 7,347, and the amount 
given was Rs. 47,767, or Rs. 6-8-0 each. The total number of agriculturists relieved 
was 10,289 aud the amount given was R 9 . 1,15,849. Divided into the two seasons 
the figures stand thus 

Plough cattle. Seed grain. Total. 



Persona. 

Amount. 

Per sons. 

‘Amount. 

Persons. Amount. 



Rs; a. p, 


It 3 . ». p. 

Its. a. p. 

Sharif 

... 2,941 

68,057 0 O 

5,481 

33,837 0 O 

8,422 1,01,884 O 0 

Rabi 

... 1 

25 O O 

1,866 

13,940 O 0 

1,867 13,965 0 O 

Total 

... 2,942 

68,082 0 0 

7,347 

47,767 0 O 

10,289 1,15,849 O 0 


33. As the village blacksmith and carpenter are also factors in the economy of 
Indian agriculture, a few of the most necessitous cases from both were selected and 
relieved. In their case the necessity for relief was ascertained from the assembled 
cultivators of each village, and then reliof was given. The blacksmiths relieved 
were 220 receiving Rs. 1,806, and carpenters 256 who got Rs. 1,657. The average 
payment for a blacksmith was Rs. S-3-5 and for a carpenter Rs. 6-7-7. .All these 
were provided with money for such tools as were esseutially required for making of 
agricultural implements. If they had been fitted with all the tools, the cost per 
head would have been double what was allowed or more. 

34. In Mau tahsil there is a large population of weavers, and 63 families who 
were in want of their implements were provided with money to start business again. 

The sum given to them was Rs. 353. The total amount paid to artizan classes was 
Rs. 3,816. 

35. The amount paid for clerical establishment and printing of forms and 
stationery was Rs. 335 or less than a pie in the rupee to the whole amount disbursed. 

36. Where possible the recipients signed their names and the illitrate put their 
marks against their names on the register of payments, a specimen copy of which is 
herewith enclosed,* in acknowledgment of the sum received, and each payment was 
attested by the distributors, four of whom were Covenanted Civil Servants and three 
of the Provincial Civil Service. 


* Hot printed. 
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37. 


The distribution made by each of the officers is shown below : — 

Rs. 


(1) H. J. Hoare,, Esq., C.S , Settlement Officer 

(2) J. E. Goudge Esq., C.S , Assistant Settlement Officer 

(3) E. C. Allen Esq., C.S , Assistant Magistrate .. 

(4) IV. E, K Hare, Esq., C.S , Magistrate 

(5) Babu Illiuban Cliander Bose, Deputy Collector 

(6) ,, Sbibban Lai ditto 

(7) „ Isbri I’nrslind ditto ... 


,24,000 

22,078 

21,000 

18,967 

13,057 

17,908 

2,000 


Total ... 1,20,000 


■ 


8S. The official position of the almoners was a guarantee for correct payment. 
They distributed the money by their own hands, and while handing it cautioned the 
recipients not to use it for any other purpose than that for which it was given. It 
tvas feared that patwtiris and village headmen would mulct the recipients, but this 
was rarely done. There were few complaints made, and even in these few some 
were found to have been instituted for satisfaction of old grudges against thepatwaris. 
The complaints made were 17. In 3 the patwari was convicted and in 14 he was 
acquitted or discharged. Two complaints were preferred against village headmen and 
both were convicted. On the whole the measures taken were crowned with success 
in affording suitable relief to agriculturists who were in actual need of it. 

39. There was no special item of receipt or expenditure in this district. The 
only extra item of receipt was the paltry sum of Rs. 20-14-8 interest allowed by the 
Allahabad Bank, Limited, Jhiinsi, on the balance of the current account of the funds 
of the District Committee which were lodged in it. The expenditure of this money 
was included in the general expenditure of the fund. 

40. In organizing the relief and distributing it, the work lasted for a year from 
November 1896 to October 1897, and every one connected with it has done his part 
with zeal and self-sacrifice. Iri raisiog subscriptions iu the native part of the town 

-of Jhiinsi, Chaube Chhedi Lai of the firm of Jai Kishan Das Sri Nibas Das, Bankut 
Ram of Raghunath Das Hannu Mai, Tulsi Das Dube, banker and zamindar and 
Munshi Sham Lai of the firm of Golub Cband Seth have done good service. As 
Government officials had no hand in the matter it was managed by the above-named 
gontlemen and they deserve credit for it. 

41. In the town of Jhiinsi there wore 9 members for distribution of relief. All of 

them have worked in the cause with a whole heart and performed their duties most 
'satisfactorily. Bdbu Prasanna Chandra Chatterjee aud Pandit Krisban Rao had large 
numbers of poor in their circles, so they had to devote much of their time to this work, 
Babu Prasanna Chandra besides the work of his charge, had at the height of distress 
in the city opened a kitchen for feeding the starving children and took considerable 
pains in performing this arduous work. Pandit Krisban Rao looked after the needs 
of the wanderers in and outside the city in addition to his charge as a member, and he 
did his work well too. Dube Tulsi Das and Seth Kauak Singh besides their circle 
work had helped tlio Secretary every week in counting the small silver and copper 
before being sent out to the several members for distribution, and their help iu this 
respect proved very useful to the Secretary, They and Babu Bipin Behari Banerjee 
helped the Secretary in buying from the local weavers clothes for the city poor 
worth more than a thousand rupees. . 

Shaikh Ali Ahmad, Pandit Babaji Hari, aud Seth Ganga Sabai have done their 
circle work well ; of the nine members, Babu Prasanna Chander Chatterjee and Pandit 
Babaji Hari were rewarded with certificates on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee. 
The success of the city relief was due to their exertions and self-sacrifice. 


In Man the Honorary Secretary mentions the' names of the following gentlemen 
as having taken special interest iu the work 


(1) Lila Stausukh Das, merchant. 

(2) Seth Cliaudan Mai, ditto. 


(3) Munshi Ram Sarup Lai, rats. 

(4) Pandit Jay Ram, do. 


Money for object IYf 
liow distributed, i 


Special items oflreceipt 
and expenditure. 


Mention of service. 


Relief distributorsj 
, Thins! town. 


Mau town. 
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, lalitpur tows. 


Honorary Secretaries. 


"VVIudlng np o£ relief. 


21.-JALAUN. 

Collector’s letters no. 
401 

dated 2 nd De- 

All— -70 
member 1807. 

Keccipt no. 11 CO, 


111 Lalitpur tliu following members have done good work : 

(1) Chaubc Jauki Pershad, rats. I (3) Kao Pnbar Singh, zamiuddr, sS arbat. 

( 2 ) Shaikh Huvmat Ali, contractor. i (4) EaoDcln Smgh, ztunmi ai, aju. a. 

(o) Unbuilt Malicndra Gir, zamindur, Sira. 

42. In the towns of Jliansi and Man the Secretaries remained the same through- 
out the period of operations,' viz., Babu Bhuban Clmnder Pose, Deputy Collector^ 
Secretary to the Jlnlnsi Local and District Committees and Bdbu Sripati bahaq Ran 
Bali tidin', Assistant Surgeon, Man. In Lalitpur the office was held by Pandit Pdam- 
bar Joslii, Muusif, from December 1S96 to 30tb April 1S37, and by Pandit Deoki- 
iiaudan Chaubc, B.A., vakil, from 1st May to 31st October 1397. X cannot speak 
loo highly of the services rendered by these gentlemen. If I had not been assisted 
bv them, the work of relief and account keeping would not have been so successfully 
carried out as has been done in this district. I he accounts were checked b> the 
Government Auditor, who found them in good condition. 


43. In the distribution of relief to agriculturists which formed the most arduous- 
work in the whole relief operations the assistance rendered by the district staft ot 
officers — ■ 

Mr. H. J. Hoare, C.S., Settlement Officer, Lalitpur; 

„ J. E. Goudge, C.S., Assistant ditto; 

„ E. C. Allen, C.S., Assistant Magistrate and Collector ; 

„ IV. E. K. Hare, C.S., ditto ; ■ 

Babu Blniban Chander Bose, Deputy Collector; 

„ Shibbau Lai, ditto — 


was invaluable and they are worthy of the best commendation. Among the non- 
official Europeans who have zealously assisted iu the work were Reverend J. F. Hol- 
comb, Jhausi and Mrs. E. M. Bacon, Lalitpur. As the famine of 1897 was the- 
direst that, ever visited British India, it would be interesting if the services rendered 
by the nou-official members are recognised by award of certificates by the Govern- 
ment. 


44. The relief operations were wound up in this district on 31st October 1S97. 
The listed poor on that date were granted a week's money dole in advance and a 
piece or pair of new clothes according as they deserved in view of the approaching 
winter. There was no receipt to realize nor any liability to pay. Whatever was 
received was expended and the account closed without a balance. 

BHUBAN CHANDER BOSE. 


(a] Sixteex remittances aggregating Rs. 3,42,600 were received from the 

Provincial Committee to be distributed under the four objects. The details are 

Rs. S00 received through the Commissioner of the Allahabad Division specially 
for clothing ; Rs. 1,800 by two transfer receipts (one for Rs. 1,600 and the other for 
Rs. 203 included in Rs. S,200). The total amount allotted by the Committee 
specially for clothing was thus Rs. 2,600. Rs. 75,000 were given bv the Committee 
for objects I to III and Rs. 2,65,000 tor object IV, i.e. Rs. 2,00,000 for the pur- 
chase ot bullocks and Icharlf- seed, Rs. 55,000 for rabt seed and purchase of cattle and 
Rs. 10,000 lor subsistence allowance to cultivators in the . rainy season, (b) Rs. 600- 
were locally subscribed. Thus the total amount for distribution under the several 
objects in the bauds of the District Committee was Rs. 3,43,200. 

Of the above sum Rs. 3,41,653-12-4 were distributed up to the end of Octo- 
ber 1897, Rs. -48-11-5 vcie spent within tie iiist. week ot November 1897 and 

the bids nee (R.‘. 1,497-3-3) w; s n mil ted ly a muitlaixe ti;Lsiu- receipt to tie 
Provincial Committee. 

o. The area ot the district is 946,995 acres, that is about 1,477 square miles ; 
with a population of 396,361. ■ 
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4. Distress prevailed all overtlio district owing to deficient rain tall and conse- 
quent failure of the rabi crops in 1303 fasli and both khartf and rabi in 1304 fasli, 
A few villages had some smuan and kahwn , but their number was not large enough 
to affect the prospects of the district. The ^ parwee tracts in the north-west of the 
district, where irrigation was possible, had some juar and bajra, but not in quan- 
tities sufficient to reduce the prevailing famine to any appreciable extent. 

5. In this district fmdr and -\I;dbar soils predominate and these are generally 
sown with rabi crops. For the last two seasons the rail outturns have been very 
small consequent on the failure cf the rains. 

6. The labouring classes and agriculturists sought relief at the big works under 
the control of the Public Works Department. Those who from their position or 
other consideration could not go to these works were relieved at their homes from 
Government funds and from the money provided by the Provincial Committee. 

7. The population of the district mostly falls under the two heads of agricul- 
turists aud labourers. It is not usual for them to leave their homes in order to seek 
employment. * 

8. The district was divided into six sub-divisions each in the charge of a 
gazetted officer.' To save correspondence and to facilitate the interchange of ideas, a 
meeting of all the sub-divisional officers used to be held at .Talann, which is a central 
place, every second Sunday. On receipt of the first instalment of funds from the 
Provincial Committee a meeting was held on the 28fh of February 1897, and all the 
details regarding distributions and submission of accounts were settled. The distribution 
of money under object III was made monthly hv the sub-divisional officer himself or 
by the talisildar under liis orders. 

9. Village relief from Government funds having ordinarily a limit based on 

a percentage of the population, the funds given by the Provincial Committee came 
in very useful in relieving distress, considering the large number oftliose that required 
relief. 1 

10. Individuals who did not get a dole under sections 54 and 12-1 of the Famine 
Code, aud who yet required relief were relieved from the Charitable Fund. The 
sub-divisional officers kept a list of such people aud paid them from time to time. 

11. Object IV . — Lists of people needing help for the purchase of grain aud seed 
were made out and tested by the sub-divisional officers and their assistants. Pay- 
ments were them made in the presence of the patwaris and headmen of villages. 

In conclusion I have to add that as I was not in the district during the famine, 
this report has been compiled from the available records and not from personal 
knowledge. 

JWALA PRASAD, JST.G.S. 


I joixdd this district on the 4th November 1S97, that is after all the Chari- 
table Relief operations in this district had been closed, and when I took over charge of 
the office of Secretary to the Local Committee from Mr. H. E. L. P. Dnpernex, C.S., 
proceeding on furlough, it oulv rom lined for me to wind up the accounts and submit 
this report and the statements. Consequently under the circumstances I am unable 
to record anything from my personal experience. All that I can write must be based 
ou the statistics prepirod in the office and other existing records. 

2. Tho total area of the district is 1,009’5 square miles with a population of 
921,943, out of which the rural tracts comprise S91 square miles with a population 
of 710,357 exclusive of tahsil Gangapur, which is included in the Family Domain? 


23.— BENARES. 
Honorary Secretary’s 
lottor no. 672, dated dtb 
December 1897. 

Receipt no, 1 IG6. 


* A soil of light clay, 
t Varieties of black cotton soil. 
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■of the Maharaja of Benares and separately administered by the Deputy Superintend- 
ent of the estate. The city of Benares includes 218-5 square miles with a populat ion 

of 211,586. 

3 The uorma i aveas 0 f kharif and rabl crops are nearly the same, being 246,0 17 
and 255,310 acres respectively. Both crops are to a certain extent irrigated from 
wells and tanks, there being no oanaUn the district; but the kharif crop especially 
depends much more ou the rains than on any artificial irrigation. 

4. Tho rural tracts are mainly inhabited by agriculturists and field labourers 
who are to a large extent dependent upon the quality of tho crops. The tenantry 
who now hold land at a fixed rate of rent, and also occupancy tenants, would seem to 
be better oil than they were 15 or 20 years ago, the value of the land having since 
increased and their credit also. But on tho other hand, tho condition of tenants-at- 
will and sub-tenants has been undergoing a change for tho worse on account ot tho 
general rise of rent owing to tho great demand for land due to the rise in tho pnee 
of produce as well as to the increase in the population. 

5 . The condition of villago labourers owing to the rise of prices would have 
been very unfortunate had they not been paid hitherto in grain, an old custom which 
employers arc beginning to replaeo by cash payments. 

6 . The city population may bo sub-divided into four main classes, namely — 
( 1 ) wealthy bankers and minor money-lenders, ( 2 ) largo and small shopkeepers, (3) 
artizans, and (4) servants and day-labourers. 


Excepting the first class, most of those included in the remaining classes have beon 
in far from affluent circumstances, and thousands of them having been living literally 
from hand to month. The class most affected during tho recent famine was that of 
artizans, and among them most prominently the j uhihas, the weavers of Benares, who 
are well known throughout India for their rich brocades and Bcnarsi cloth. 

7 . Owing to thu stoppage of trade during the plague with Bombay, which has 
been tho chief market for their produce, their trade received a severe blow and canto 
almost to a standstill. Tho famine having further diminished their resources, their 
position became a very unfortunate one. 

8 . To the four classes enumerated above, a fifth class may also be added com- 
prising the numerous mendicants and beggars ; these arc mostly immigrants from far 
and near, who flock into Benares, some with the desire to breathe their last in the 
Holy Kfisbi and others to share the far-famed charity of the sacred city. 

9 During the last quarter of the year 1896 the kharif which was the available 
crop had failed to the extent of 12 annas in tho rupee, the rice area ( 100,000 acres) 
being said to have yielded less than a 2 -anna crop, while the rest of the kharif crop 
was estimated at about 6 annas. 

10. Though this district of Benares was not officially declared as distressed, 
the pinch of scarcity began to be felt in the city, aud on the 15th September 1S9G' tho 
weavers, whose number amounts to about 20 , 000 , made an organized demonstration 
and assembled to the number of about 5,000 to present a petition to the Collector of 
Benares, complaining against municipal, taxation and the octroi duty. ‘ They were 
told that their demands could not be complied with, but that arrangements would be 
.made to relieve them in case necessity arose. 


11 . On 20th October 1896 a meeting of leading and influential residents of 
Benares was convened by the Collector and Magistrate at the Town Hall, Benares, 
the Commissioner of the Division presiding, and a general fund was opened for the 
relief o£ distress in Benares under the administration of a Committee consisting of 
prominent citizens and officials. The fund raised on the spot amounted to Bs. 4,000, 

• and a Committee was formed under the name of Benares Fam ine Relief Fund, and the 
following gentlemen were appointed to serve on the committee with power to add to 



Name of Circle. 

1. Adampura 

2. Bhelupur 

3. Chetganj 

4. Cantonment 

5. Dasasumedh 

6. Jaitpura 

7. Kotwali 

8. Ktil Bhairo 

9. Seorole 
10. Shivapur 


Name of Almoner. 
S. Habib Ahmad. 

Mirza Mansur Bakht, 

B. Nilratna Banerji. 

S. Qadir Bakbsb. 

B. Nilratna Banerji. 

S. Habib Ahmed. 

M. Jamal-ud*din Ahmad. 
Rai KriBhnnji. 

Saiyid Ali Naqi, D. C. 
Joint Magistrate. 
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their number : the Commissioner President, the Collector Vice-President, the 
Joint Magistrate Secretary , Pandit Maharaj Narain Shivpuri, Rai Bahadur, Deputy 
■Collector and Rai Shyam Krishna, Joint Secretaries, H. M. MacConnel Treasurer, 
and Surgeon-Major T. H. Sweeny, B. Prnmoda Das Mittra, B. Raghunandan Prasad, 
Rai Bahadur, B. Balkishan Das, B. Rama Das, Revd. A. Parker, M. Madho Lai, 
M. Jamal-ud-din Ahmad, the members of the Municipal Board and the members of 
the District Board as members. 

12. The nest meeting of the Committee, which was held on the 22nd October 
1896, sub-divided the city iuto ten circles, and for each cirolc a sub-committee was 
nominated consisting of a Secretary, an almoner and members. 

13. The names of the secretaries and almoners are as follow 
Name of Secretary. 

Hafiz Muhammad Ahsan 
Mirza Mansur Bakht 
B. Jagdeo Prasad Gour 
S. Qadir Bakbsb 
B. Nilratna Banerji 
M. Abdul Wahid Khan 
B. Radha Kishen 
P. Chhannu Lai 
S. Qadir Bakhsh 
Joint Magistrate 

14. Lists of paupers under section 54 and Chapter X of the Famine Code were 
prepared by the sub-committees and forwarded to the Secretary of the Relief Fund 
who issued tickets in the names of those who were considered deserving of charity. 
The ticket-holders were entitled to receive in advance from the almoners of their 
respective circles a monthly allowance of Re. 1, but where tickets were issued in favour 
of a family Re. 0-12-0 per head was allowed. The Benares Famine Relief Fund 
undertook relief in the city only, whereas the district relief was administered by 
Government officials exclusively with Government money. The constituents of the 
Fund wore: (1) Monthly grants* of Rs. 5,000 from Government. (2) Monthly 
grant of Rs. 2,000 from the Provincial Committee. (3) Local subscriptions. It was 
decided that the w hole sum of Rs. 5,000 received monthly from Government should 
be expended in gratuitous relief and that if more money was required, it would be 
taken from the Relief Fund. The system has worked well. 

Poorhousc . — A permanent institution for cripples and invalids — Rdja Kali 
Shankar’s Asylum — increased its accommodation early in the season and took in pau- 
pers before temporaiy poorhousos were opened. Two temporary poorhouses were 
opened : one at Rfijghdt on the 5th December 1896, accommodating about 300, and the 
other at Chauluiglnlt. A supplementary poorhouse was also opened at Puranapul which 
•was first used on the 2nd March 1897. The first one was closed on the 31st October 1897 
and the second one on the 15th September 1897. The expenditure and management of 
theso poorhouses w as borne exclusively by the Municipal Board of Benares. The 
paupers were mostly from other districts. The Mahdrfij a of Benares maintained a 
poorhouse at Kamachha from 25th December 1S96 to the middle of April 1897, 
accommodating about 200 inmates. The expenditure in sending the paupers from 
poorhouses to their homes was borne by the Relief Fund. 

Clothing . — At the meeting of the 13th April 1S97 it was decided that the circle 
authorities make inquiries and proparo lists of persons in need of clothes and also 
that clothing bo promptly given where required. Accordingly blankets and thdns of 
marhin were purchased and distributed to the paupers in the poorhouses as well as 
to others outside them. In June la-fc 50 skirts and 50 chaddars were received from 
England for distribution, and they were disbursed through tho medium of the Mission- 
ary ladies working here and through local almoners. 


* Excluded from the accounts. 
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23.— MIRZAPUR- 


24.— JATTNPtrR. 


Chairman’s letter 
no. dated 10th 

January 1893. 

Jteceipc no. 136o. 


I2fit 

Weavers’ relief---' The Lieutenant-Governor at liis last visit to Benares in July 
1897 Auctioned Es. 5,000 for the help of the weavers and Es. 10,000 was received 
from the Provincial Committee for the same purpose. A meeting of the Local 
Committee was called on the 6th August 1897, and it was resolved that a sub-com- 
mittee be formed for the purpose of examining and paying for the clones made by 
the weavers holding tickets issued by the Belief Committee. The fo lowing were 

nominated members of the Sub-Committee: (1) Saiyid Ah Naqi, Dopulj Collector, 

(2) Hafiz Muhammad Ahsah ; '(3) S. Habib Ahmad. Lists were formed and tickets 
issued to the deserving julahas. Every such tieketholder was entitled to bring three 
dhotis every week. Advances were made to 948 weavers, amounting to Es. 1,4-2, 
in order to aid them in purchasing materials for weaving dhotis . The sub-comuntteo 
began to purchase dhotis woven by tlie ticketholding weavers at the market, rate 
onevery Sunday and Monday. The advances were paid from tho Government money. 
This process of relieving weavers went on for three months until tho 31st October 
1S97, when it was closed. In the final meeting of the 16th November 1897, it was 
resolved that the dhot is in stock he distributed gratuitously amongst the poor in the 
city and in the district. The distribution of dhotis is at present in progress. Three 
thousand seven hutidred and twenty-two dhotis have already been sent to other 
districts. 

Belief operations have now been closed and the balance of Es. 3,000 has already 
been returned to the Provincial Committee. 

R. P. HEWHURST, G.S. 


[No report received from Mirzupur up to 24th January 189S.] 


The district is a permanently settled one, and lias hitherto' been singularly 
free from actual famiue. The area is well and carefully cultivated, and wells abound, 
so that in the greater portion of the district two crops aro grown in the year. To this 
there are two tracts which form marked exceptions, a part of the Machhlishahr tahsfl 
to the west on the borders of Allahabad and the whole of the northorn and eastern, 
half of the Kutahan tahsll bordering on Sultaupur and Azamgarh. These are purely 
rice tracts dependent entirely on the raiufall, and it was in these parts mainly that 
distress last year deepened into famine. 

As a rule people remain steadily in their villages cultivating the adjacent land, 
though a few members of the family may occasionally go in search of employment. 
Some of the julahas have gone to Bombay for work in the mills, syces leave tho dis- 
trict and are found all over India, and a certain number find their way to Calcutta 
and Assam iu search of employment. Most of these, however, come from the Maridhu 
tahsll, which was less affected than the rest of the district. 

The failure of the crops iu the autumn of 1896 would not probably have had 
such serious results ■ were it not that this season came as an exceptionally bad one after 
a succession of inferior harvests. The autumn crops of 1893 woro good. The spriug 
crops of 1894 were injured by heavy and untimely falls of rain in January and 
February, so that tho yield was very light. The kharif of 1894 was ruiued by 
excesfive rain, and in October high floods occurred in the Gurnti, Sai, and other rivers 
which swept away all the crops and destroyed villages' along the banks and laid about 
one-sixth of the Jaunpurcity in ruins. The result of this heavy and continued raiu 
’ was that the land could not be properly prepared for the spring sowings, and the rabi 
ot 1S95 was but a poor one. The autumn rains of 1895 were deficient; and though 
sufficient- lor the Jndian-corn, caused a certain amount of injury to the late rice. 
The spring crops of 1896 were fairly good, and the district was looking forward 
to etter times when the rains of 1896 set iu. These rains set in badly. The falls 
were very partial -and deficient in-quantity and after August ceased entirely. In 
many places not enough fell to enable the land even to be ploughed, and the result 
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tvris that in the rice tracts mentioned above either none could be planted at all, or 
what was planted dried up before it flowered. 

The average rainfall is shown of the four years in the following table : — 


Year. 

1893 

1894 

1895 
189G 


Average rainfall 
. in the district. 

, 60-65 

72*31 
39-84 
23 41 


The yield from the crops during the last four years is given below. The figures 
6hown represent the outturn in amlas 


Kharff crops. 


Year. 

Bice. 

. Maire. 

Urd 

Juar. JBdjra and Savan 

ZJCarua. Kodon . 

Til. Indigo. 

itothii 

1894 ... 

... 14 

11 

mttng. 

4 4 10 15 

15 15 

4 

12 

tj 

1895 ... 

... 12 

16 

1G 10 16 16 

16 16 

16 

16 

16 

1896 ... 

... 8 

10 

3 4 7 9 

U 7 

6 

15 

5 

1897 .... 

... 14 

18 

13 13 14 14 

14 14 

14 

13 

13 

Yoar, 

Sugarcane. 

Arhar, 

Eabf cro})S. 

Wheat. Barley. Peas. Gram. Mnatard. Linseed. 

Cotton. 

Matur. 

1894 

... 13 

12 

10 7 11 13 

4 8 


9 

ft 

1895 

12 

10 

7 6 14 8 

5 4 


10 

9 

1896 

... 10 

16 

12 14 16 12 

16 12 


13 

1G 

1897 

0 

r, 

O 

O 

o 

T-i 

© 
f— i 

7 7 


5 

8 


While the condition of the crops began to give cause for grave anxiety by the 
end of July, the first signs of actual distress began to show themselves in September, 
when the number of half-starved badly-clothed women and children increased 
rapidly in Jauupur city, and it was found that these people were coming in from 
the neighbouring rice tracts of this aud the Azamgarh districts. A certain amount 
of private subscription was raised ; aud this, supplemented by a gr mt from the 
municipality, enabled some earthwork on the fort in the city to be started, which 
afforded some relief. In spite, however, of the small pittance that was given for a 
day’s work, the numbers increased so rapidly that it soon became a possible source 
of danger to the safety and health of the city. The District Board stepped in early 
in October, and started regular test relief works near the Sadar and in the north 
of Kut&hau, and these in due course were taken over by Government as regular 
relief works. From the very commencement of the distress some of the more 
charitable inhabitants of the district contributed sums of money for the relief of 
distress ; but it was not till 16th February 1897 that a foimal jmblie meeting was 
held at the Town Hall in Jannpnr under the presidency of the Commissioner of 
the division and a committee appointed with the Collector as Chairman for the 
administration of any money that might bo collected. It was this committee with 
brauches at each tahsil, that administered the charitable relief funds when they wore 
received from the Provincial Committee. Until help was received from the Famine 
Fuud, only a comparatively small amount was at the disposal of the committee, but 
this 'was spent in providing the needy with clothing and doles for food. 


On the receipt of the large contribution from the Famine Fund, the relief 
afforded was extended throughout the district, the agency employed in the rural 
tracts being the ordinary Government agency of patw&ris, while in towns the dis- 
tribution was entrusted to a few of the leading inhabitants, and in the city their 
efforts were supplemented by aid afforded by the Zauaua Mission ladies. 

In addition to direct help afforded by money doles to persons who could not 
come under Government relief, clothing was provided and milk was sent to the poor- 
houses for distribution to the children and the sick.' 
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The to.tarexpenclit.ure in this district has been Rs. 98,056-12-10, as follows : — 

Its, a, p. • 


Object I . — (1) Clothing ... ... 

(2) Milk 

(3) Medicines, Ac. ... ... 

(1) Miscellaneous ... ... 

Object III. — Food ... ... 

Object IV. — Advances to agriculturists ... 
Miscellaneous ... ... ... 

Total 


871 0 0 
628 7 2 
212 5 0 
3 7 0 
29,100 •! G 
66,000 O’ 0 
332 ‘l 6 

9S, 036 12 10 


During the hot weather preparations wore made for the distribution of the money 
that was promised for tho purchase of seed and oattle. Rough lists were drawn 
up by tho patwdris and subsequently checked by the kandngos, tahslldfirs, and 
officers in charge of subdivisions. Tho actual work of distribution was carried out 
in Juno by the Subdivisional Officers themselves and for the Sadr tahsil by tho 
Collector. All were told whence the money had come and that it was.a free gift to 
them from the people of England and other countries who had heard of their distress. 
The fact that it was a free gift was naturally the part that most interested the reci- 
pients ; and though they did not display much outward signs of gratitudo at tho time, 
yet this was only to bo expected from the impassive character of tho common people. 
There, can, however, be no doubt that this munificent distribution of nearly three- 
fourths of a lakh has rescued many persons from further difficulties and distress, and 
will long be remembered with grateful feelings. I need not say that some of the subor- 
dinate officials took advantage of this free distribution of money to endeavour to reap 
some advantage for themselves. It would be idle to deny that they succeeded in soma 
cases ; but a few were detected and promptly punished ; and taking warning by this, 
many more restored all or part of their illicit gains. 

With the fall of rain about the middle of June it was felt that the worst was 
passed; and though a break early in July caused some temporary anxiety, yet the 
rains then set in well, and from that time all that remained to do was to gradually 
contract the distribution of relief as the various crops ripened and the different 
parts of the district returned to their normal condition. By the middle of October 
all serious distress was at an end, and the relief of the remaining cases of poverty 
and distress was left to the operation of private charity as in other years. 

With regard to help afforded, the services of Government officials and of many 
private persons have already been acknowledged by His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor ; but in addition to these I would specially call attention to tho ready and 
valuable assistance afforded by the ladies in chargo of tho Zanana Mission, namely 
Miss Tulloch and Miss Price, who by their intimato acquaintance with the parda- 
nasMn ladies in the city were able to give help to a class which it is usually so 
difficult to relieve efficiently. Bfibu Eadha Charan and Babu Jwala Parshad, Proba- 
tionary Deputy Collectors, were Secretaries to the Local Committee, and I have' great 
pleasure in testifying to the zeal and care with which both gentlemon worked, and 
I am glad to be able to add that the official auditor has recently borno testimony 
to the care and accuracy with which they have kept the accounts. 

H. W. W. REYNOLDS, G.S. 

3<J.~ GHAZIPUE No iocnl organization existed in this district before. On the Sth February 

( Honorary Secretary's 1S97 a PUbH ° meetin S WaS lleld P resided ovei ‘ Mr. R. E. Hamblin/ C.S., 
IS97* dated 2Uh Novomb2r Collector, which was attended by the principal residents of the district. A District 
Receipt no. 1090. Committee was formed as a branch of the Provincial Committee consisting of a Pre- 

sident, 16 members, a Secretary and a Treasurer. A list of their names, the amount 
promised on the spot, the amount then collected, and the approximate amount of 
subscriptions then expected by the committee wero reported to the Provincial Com- 
mittee on the 26th February 1897. 
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2. It was not found liecessiry to open relief works in this district. The year 
■ending 30th September 1S97 was not a healthy one; deaths were not so numerous a-> 
"in 1S93-94 or 1S94-95, but exceeded those in 1895-96 by only 473. This increased 
mortality occurred solely in the last three mouths of the year and was due to malarial 
fever; during the first nine months of 1896-97 the deaths were considerably less tluu 
in the first nine months of 1895-96. Government sent some quinine for free distribu- 
tion, and the District Board has given more. During 1896-97 the death-rate was 
24-9S per millo against 24 - 52 in 1S95-96. 

3. State of crops grovm. — 'The areas son n and the estimated outturns of 
recent years are show n in the following table ; 16 annas are taken as a normal out- 
turn : — 


Tear. 

1 Kharif. 

J Rail. 

Aienin acres 

f 

| Outturn. 

' ! 

Area in acres.. 

Outturn. 



j 


A-. 


As. 

1893-94 ... 

... 

... 

381,730 

9 

100,000 

7 

189-1-95... 

... 

... 

352,885 

5 

411,724 

7 

1895-9G... 

... 

... 

308,735 

10 

328,030 

14 

1890-97 ... 

... 

... 

338,577 

8 

303,773 

14 


During 1896-97 the rainfall was exceptionally scanty and was even worse than in 
1S95-96, and the consequence was that transplanted rice, which is a staple crop, suffered 
ranch and in parts of the district was a total failure. Deficient rain iu September 
1S9G made prospects worse, and as there was no rain in October, much land had to 
be irrigated before sowing and a large number of Icachcha wells had to be dug for the 
purpose. The prospects at the end of September 1S9G were very gloomy, the early 
kharif had failed to a large extent, and the promise of the late kharif was still worse. 
■Government distributed advances for wells, seed and bullocks and did all it could to 
better the condition of agriculturists. The amounts distributed were Its. 6,400 for 
7:achcha, wells, and Government also imported carrot c eed from England so as to 
increase the food supply. However the carrot crop turned out to be a failure, for 
the seed was received too late for suitable sowing, the year was a very bad one for 
the germination of carrot seed, and it was very difficult to persuade the people to 
take the seed. Ho relief works were found necessary. The Bengal and Horth- 
Western Hailway were buildiug 60 miles of railway through the district and the 
•earth-work required provided much employment. Government further distributed 
Hs. 22,890 in takavi for perraaneut works of improvement, mostly •pakka veils 
Those who were uuablc to work were received in the municipal poorkouse which 
existed before the famine made its appearance; mauy of the inmates of the poor- 
house were found to be residents of Azumgarb and other adjoining districts. The 
help given by Government was in suspension of Bs. 1,73,053-3-0 land revenue 
and takavi advances for purchase of seed, buckets, bullocks, wells, and tanks. 

4. The only help given under object III-D from local subscriptions was to 
jj arda-nashin women. The distribution of the money doles was made through the 
ageuoy of Municipal Commissioners, who took interest in this work, and also showed 
energy. 1 also at times went along with Municipal Commissioners from bouse to 
house to distribute doles to parda-nashln women. 

5 Economic condition of the district. — Ho relief works were found neces- 
sary as the amount of indirect relief was sufficient. The pressure of high prices was, 
however, much felt. The district is under permanent settlement, and fixed-rate 
.and occupancy tenants are not wanting in resource-. In 1897 the outturn of the kharif 
has been good, being 16 to 17 annas, and the area is larger than the normal. The 
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26.-BAILIA. 

oS T Q .report received 


rabt sowings promise excellently and prices aro falling, and the good crops of this 
agricultural year should do much to restore prosperity. 

6. Iu conclusion I am glad to say the clerical and acjouut work relating to 
the fund was done in a very satisfactory manner by Balm lla.- h Mohan Das, the 
Treasury Head Clerk, who had to do this work in addition to his own duties. 

KASIM BEG CIIAGTAI. 


Bi-.J. u i-.i.X the 1st April and 30th June 189/ subsidies amounting to 
11s. 67-12-6 were made to orphanages for the support of IS orphans. 

During January, February, and March 1S97, 205 respectable poor persons 
received doles of cooked food. The amount expended iu this manner was Ils. 25S-7-11. 


seed. 


Three hundred and forty cultivators received Ils. 1,137-11-0 for the purchase of 


27.-G0BAKHPUS. 

Collector’s letter no. 
CIS 

ypp, dated 23tU Korern- 

her 1897. 

^Receipt no. 1101. 


Distress more or less acute prevailed throughout tho district, though only the 
tahsils of Gorakhpur, Eansgaon, Data and part of Maharajgauj were officially 
recognized as distressed. The remaining portion of the distriet, that is the tahsils 
of Doom and Padranna and tlio north and east of Maharajgauj, was classed as. 
under observation. 

Tbe area of the distressed tract and the tract under observation was respectively 
2,630 and 1,950 square miles. The northern portion of the district is for the most 
part forest or land reclaimed from forest within the last fifty years. There are no 
big towns except Gorakhpur, and the population is necessarily . agricultural. Their 
standard of civilization is iiot high, Bice, wheat, and barlov are the staple crops 
The hharif of 1896 failed, but the rabt of 1896-97 was 'good, and the recent 
kharlf has been excellent. 

2. Belief measures from private funds commenced here in August 1S9G Eurlv 
in that month the holding off of the rains had driven a large number of field labourers 
into the city of Gorakhpur in search of employment. Large numbers of the infirm 
and emaciated, whom private charity in their villages could no longer support Hocked 
to the city iu search of food. Distress began to be acute, and Dr. Hoey, who was then 
Collector of the district, considered that immediate relief measures were necessary 
He called a meeting of the principal native gentlemen of the city and succeeded hi 
raising among them and the European residents of the station sufficient funds to onen 
a poorhot.se. Several of the wealthier zanunddrs contributed beams, bamboos Li 
thatching material, and a poorhousc and hospital were constructed a mile or so out of 
the city. The poorhousc was opened on the 2Sth of August and was maintained solelv 
from private subscriptions till the 14th of November 1896, when it was taken over 
a State institution. . ,l5 ' 


into the 


About the same time a large number of homeless poor had found their wav 
large town of Gaura-Barhaj on the south-east of tho distriet. The well-to-,1 , 


’-w riuiuQ 

a poorhouse similar to the institution ia 

:r:r d 1,11 *♦ ntu *» » w .. * zztzt 

-here cooked rations were twice a day dist b^ed tl en/ 1 "" i *”* 
work. These kitchens were 

measures for relief undertaken by private individuals ‘ AU the< 

Goverument. 1 individuals were reported separately to. 



131 


5. The first donation made to this district by the Indian Famine Charitable 
Relief Fund was Rs. 800, received through the Commissioner of the Division! for 
distribution of clothing. How this amount was distributed lias been detailed in the 
fortnightly returns and need not be shown heio. When regular monthly donations 
were promised the Collector called two meetings which were'attended by subdivisional 
officers, tahsilddrs, and a number of influential landholders. The matters discussed at 
these meetings and the resolutions passed were duly reported to you, the copies of the 
proceedings being forwarded for yonr information under cover of this office Ho. 
dated 22nd March 1897. 

At these meetings of the District Relief Committee, it was resolved that each 
subdivision and the city of Gorakhpur was to be a separate relief circle under the 
superintendence of the subdivisional officer, who was directed to form one or more 
sub-circles in each, selecting the members of sub-committees from among the members 
of the District and Local Boards. It was through these agencies that relief under 
objects I, II, and III was distributed. But all relief was distributed under the direct 
personal supervision of subdivisional officers, who also utilized the services of Euro- 
pean zamfndiirs, who very kindly volunteered to help in the distribution of food and 
clothing. • 

6. In the city it was, however, found that the native gentlemen who had con- 
sented to serve on the relief committee were unequal to the task. Tiie nfiib tahsildfir 
of the sadr tahsil was then deputed to superintend the distribution, and by going about 
daily with the two members of each ward into several of which the area had been 
divided, be contrived to have the doles paid in good time and the lists correctly 
maintained. Great help was also rendered by the Mission ladies stationed in Gorakh- 
pur, through whom doles were made to a large number of parda-nash'm and other 
respectable women whom we might not have been able otherwise to assist. The means 
adopted here of giving help through native and European landholders and the Mission 
ladies have, I consider, been eminently successful, and aid has, I am convinced, 
reached all it was intended to reach. 

7. The gifts of money for the purchase of seed gruiu and plough-cattle were 
made with the utmost care. As a first step the Collector directed subdivisional officers 
to get from tali si Id Sirs, complete lists of all tenants and petty zemindars who had land 
but had neither credit nor inouej- wherewith to obtain grain. These lists were then 
carefully revised at suitable centres iu each tahsil by the subdivisional officers sitting 
with a few of the more influential landholders and mahajans of the locality as 
assessors. After the list had been carefully revised and the holding of each tenant 
ascertained, the amount, of money each wa c to receive was fixed with reference to the 
description of gruiu to be sown. By tbe«e means the allotments under this head were 
made to go as far as possible and numbers of cultivators were thus rescued from 
absolute ruin. As payments were made by subdivisional officers iu person and no 
receipts or other formalities were demanded, each man received the lull amount of 
his dole. The Icharif crops have been excellent, so we may safely say that numbers 
of families who, without this aid would not have bceu able to sow a single acre, have 
not only beon saved from ab-olute want, but have received a fresh start in life. 

8 The clothing you sent us for distribution was distributed mostly to the respect- 
able poor in the city through the agency of the Mission ladies. The eagerness with 
which these gifts-were sought and the gratitude with which they were received, may be 
gathered from a note I find on the file from Miss Smith to the address of Dr. Hoey. 
This lady writes : “ When we take clothes into the city hundreds crowd after us. As 
soon as possible wo take refuge in a poor zanana and begin by giving to one or two 
of the inmates whom we know to be deserving. Iu the meantime numbers Lave 
gamed an entrance to the house and are sitting in rows eager to receive something. 
We give to the mostjdestituto looking ones and then proceed to another house in a 
different part of the city. A good share of the clothing has been bestowed on very 



132 


poor parda-naslun women and their children, whose sufferings can only be known 
to few. The other recipients were chioily people who owing to ill-health or age 
are unable to earn anything. All who received seemed in sore need of something 
to wear and we have seen many sad, worn faces radiant with joy and gratitude. 
The children were delighted with the bright-coloured frocks, and they expressed 
genuine pleasure and thankfulness.” 

9. The bolts, jerseys, condensed milk and Mollin’s I' ood received from jour 
committee were made over to the Civil Surgeon. The condensed milk and lood were 
used by him in the poorhouse hospitals and orphanage. The belts and jerseys he 
proposes to issue during the cold weather to deserving patients in the local hospitals. 
They came too late in the season to bo used in poorhouses. 

10. The contraction of relief operations began in the end of August 1897. 
Village relief lists and poorhouses were weeded and preparations made for relieving 
poorhouse inmates at their homes. Poorhouses wore closed as Government institutions 
on the 15th September 1897, but remained open under private management for some 
time longer. Though ail regular relief lias closed there arc still a few inmates in 
the casual ward, which was opened after the Government poorhouse closed for the 
care of the sick and homeless till arrangements could be made for their removal to 
their villages. The few romainiug are still too ill and weak to be moved, but all 
will, I trust, be sent to their homes in a day or two. I have addressed j’ou separately 
on the subject of the expenditure incurred on these and on the orphans still on our 
hands. 

D. L. JOHNSTON, 0. S. 

The total area of the Basti district is 2,79b square miles. Of this the affected 
area was 1,100 square miles ; but after the rabi harvest, its sphere was.reduced to 431- 
square miles. The district of Basti borders on Xepal territory and its northern portions 
were till comparatively recent times covered to a great extent b\’ forest and marshes, 
and consequently were very unhealthy. However, there is uow hardly any forest 
left. The climate in the northern portions, though it does not usuallj- suit natives 
coming from drier tracts of India, is j r et very much less insalubrious than it used to 
be in the olden days. 

This district produces large quantities of rice, of which there are two, main classes 

the early rice, which is the staple food of the people; and the late one, which is thu 
more valuable, and which even in ordinary years is exported to a considerable 
extent. In the northern tracts of this district, rice is decidedly the principal crop. 
Wheat is largely grown in the south. ^ 

The population of the district is very large, and the comparative number of 
labourers is considerable, as the brahmin and riijput cultivators are forbidden by 
custom to drive the plough and labourers perforce must take their place in the field. 
Hence a large proportion of the population must require relief in a year of scarcity. 
In this district^, there have been several scarcities ; but there lias never been what is 
really meant by a famine. Water is near the surface and a year which does not suit 
the rice crop will usually suit the rabi and will often suit the cane. It is therefore 
not probable that in any year the loss all round, taking all crops into consideration 
will exceed eight annas. 

The causes which led to the late scarcity may be traced (1) in the deficient rain- 
fall and (2) to high prices. The first was due to the dispensation of Providence ; 
but the second was not only caused by the partial failure of kharif of 1S96, 
but other factors also bad a direct bearing on prices of food grains in this district! 
The mins in 189b' began in June, and nearly to the end of July the kharif pro- 
mised well. About the middle of that month a break set in, and it lasted till about 
the middle of August, and this caused much injury to the. early rice. Good rain fell 


28.— BASTI- 

lettor no. 


CoUectoPf 
806 , 


XXIII-82 
Kcvember 1897. 
lUceipt bo. 1035. 


inUi 17th 
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towards the end of August ; but then the monsoon practically ended, though there were 
slight showers in the beginning of September. However, these showers were insuffi- 
cient, and there was no rainfall in October. Things then looked very gloomy, and it 
appeared that the partial failure of the kharif Would be followed by an insufficient 
rabi, but rain fell in the end of November, and this was sufficient for rabl sowings. 


The produce of the kharif is given in the following table 


Crops. 



1S0G. 

Remarks. 

Bice (osftan) 



Annas. 

6 

20 annas denote a full bumper crop. 

Do. (jarhan) 

IM 

... 

4 

Indian corn 

... 

... 

9 


Juar 

... 

... 

2 


Jlajra ... ... 


.. > 

2 


Urd , tnung, and moth 


... 

c 


Mandua and kodon ... 


... 

9 


Saman and kaTcvn ... 

... 

... 

9 

* 



The following statement shows the produce of the rabi which followed the 
kharif of 1896 : — 


Crops. 

1897. 

Remarks* « 






Annas. 


Sugarcane 





15 

20 annas denote a full bumper crop. 

Arhar 





1G 


Wheat ... 

... 




18 


Barley 

... 




16 


Peas and gram 

... 

... 



13—17 


Bapeseed... 

... 




15 


Linseed ... 




... 

16 

* 

Hatur ... 

... 

... 


• •• 

14 



It will not be out of place to note that on account of the bumper crops iu rabi the 
exports amounted to 3,30,500 maunds from 1st April to 30th September 1897. The 
rabi did certainly compensate to an appreciable extent for the loss to the kharif 
crops in most parts of the district. Some villages and tracts did not pull through 
owing to their having a 6mall rabi area under cultivation, such for instance as the 
jarhan tracts of tahsils Domariaganj and Khalilabad. The rabi produce was har- 
vested at an unusually early time, and this was a great blessing. It was praotically 
all harvested by the end of March. So long as the harvesting was going on 
labourers found employment ; but once it was finished, distress began to show itself 
again, and on account of large exports prices ran high. The agricultural population 
is very large in proportion to the people of other professions. Tho number of 
unskilled non-agricultural labourers is not large. In the two northern tahsils of 
Domariaganj and Bansi, the pressure of population on the cultivated area is compara- 
tively greater than in other tahsils of the district. Omitting these tahsils I find that 
in Basti the incidence of the total population on the cultivated area is about 1,000 
per square mile. Hence there is probably a larger proportion of the population 
likely to look for and require help in a year of scarcity not amounting to actual 
famine. The chief occupation of the population is agriculture, and "they do not 
recognise that this district is over-crowded, and that they must go to a distance to earn 
a living ; but as a rule thoy will not leave their homes even for a time for employ- 
ment elsewhere. In fact the agricultural operations keep them engaged throughout 
the year to a more or less extent. A very small number of landless labourers or 
homeless vagrants or beggars may have gone over into Bengal or other neighbouring 
districts ; but there was no general emigration on account of distress. No reports 
were, however, received from any place of any large body of men leaving their homes 
in search of employment. In fact the measures taken for the relief of the needy 
were so timed and of such a nature, that it was hardly possible that people who have 
homes could emigrate. 

From the middle of June 1897 rain began to fall sufficiently to cause a renewal 
of agricultural operations and a large area of early rice and other kharif crops was 
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sowu before the middle of July; and every day persons in poorhouses and on works 
commenced leaving them, and by the end of August 1897 there was practically no 

distress in this district. 

Early in August 1896, when it was found that the rains had ceased and the 
crops were withering, the beggars of the district commenced dropping one by one 
into towns and villages with big bazars. The doors of charity too did not allow such 
free access as in years of bumper harvests, and zaminddrs and other charitable persons 
could not by their generosity support all who were thrown out of employment. A 
meeting of the raises was convened on 13th August 1896 in the Colvin Hall, and it 
was in the interests of humanity as well as of sanitation resolved to open a poorhouse 
at the Sadar, and subscriptions for this purpose were raised. A poorhouse was opened 
from 15th August 1896, and the inmates thereof were fed entirely from the subscrip- 
tion money up to 11th November 1S96, when it was turned into a Government 
institution; but still a portion of the expense was met from private money. In the 
other three tahsfls — viz. Domariaganj, Harria, and Khalilabad — poorhouses were 
opened at the cost of Government from 1st December 1896, and like the Sadar poor- 
house, the expenses from Government money were supplemented by private sub- 
scription. 

At the end of December it was found that there were a number of persons in 
the affected tracts who on account of infirmity, caste or sentiment would not go to 
poorhouses or on the works, and hence the necessity for giving gratuitous relief out- 
side the poorhouse became incumbent on us ; and on 8th of January 1897 steps were 
taken to give this form of relief at the cost of the State, and this was supplemented by 
private money. The aid hitherto given to poorhouses from private funds was then 
stopped because the private subscriptions locally raised was not sufficient to meet the 
expenses of both forms of relief. On receipt of your lotter No. 9, dated 5th February 
1897, a committee was formed on 22nd February 1S97, as already reported. The 
distressed portion of the district was divided into 16 relief circles for the proper 
distribution of gratuitous relief. In order to avoid the two agencies, viz. gratuitous 
relief from State funds aud from Charitable Committee money, overlapping each 
other, first lists were made by patwfiris and kanungos with the help of local respect- 
able zamfnddrs. Then in all places with more than 20 needy, relief was given from 
the Fund of the Charitable Committee through local members, and in other places 
kanungos and patwdris made payments from Government funds. Every possible 
care was taken by subdivisional officers to see that the two agencies did not clash 
with and overlap each other. The local and personal knowledge of the patwdris 
and zamlnddrs was of much help in preventing the recipients from hiking the dole 
from the new different set of distributors. In this district gratuitous relief outside 
the poorhouse from Government funds and from money supplied by the Charitable 
Committee was commenced almost at the same time. The allotments made by you 
from time to time and the local subscriptions were utilized in supplementing Govern- 
ment funds. 

The greatest boon — and one which has left a lasting impression on the people 

was the free distribution of money amongst agriculturists. The amount of this free 
gift for this district was Rs. 40,000, and I cannot help quoting what I wrote in 
reference to it demi-officially to- Mr. Stoker, Secretary to Government, North-Western 
Provinces and Oudh : — 

“ On the 12th of May 1897 a meeting was held in the District Board’s office, at 
which members of all local committees for distribution of charitable relief, were 
present, and it was after careful consideration, resolved that first of all lists be piopared 
from patwdris’ records of all agriculturists whose fields lay fallow in the preceding 
Icharif and rabi harvests. This having been done, the tahsfldars and kantmgos were 
told to check these lists by inquiry from village to village, and amend the patwaris’ 
lists m conjunction with the advice and knowledge of local zamfndfirs. When this 
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was done the list was sent 'to the 8ubdi visional officer, who was further told himself 
to check as many entries of the amended list as he could . by an unwearying inquiry 
from village to village and be guided to some extent by respectable local zamind&rs 
in the selection of objects' of charity, and especially in determining to what extent the 
free gift was to be allowed to each person. The rate at which distribution for seed 
was to be made was Rs. 4 per palrka bfgha and Rs. 10 were generally allowed for 
each bullock. A man who had 5 blghas or less of land lying uncultivated was given 
one bullock, and over this area he was given two bullocks. All along I was keeping 
a direct check on the work of the subdivisional officers. Each subdivisional 
officer had fixed two or three centres in his tahsil, where he distributed the money 
on dates fixed and notified beforehand. The subdivisional officers went punctually 
to the fixed centres on notified dates, and in presence of zamiuddrs and the kantingo 
and patwdri made the distribution punctually. The recipients were invariably identi- 
fied by_ the local zamfnddrs and the patwdri before payment was made to them. 

The greatest possible care was taken to see that the munificent gift of the British 
public was utilized on the object for which it was intended, and I think that my 
subdivisional officers have attained this object. It was explained and published that 
the free gift was not recoverable, but was given only that agriculturists who had 
lost their status as such on account of the scarcity be restored to their former 
position. It was also seen as far as possible that that personage in a rural community, 
viz. the village patwari, did not take his portion from the tenants who received this 
gift. This was a matter which in being secured gave some difficulty, as the 
influence of the patwari in this backward district is so large and the awe in which 
he is held by agriculturists so great, that the greatest precaution had to be taken 
to see that this habitual receiver of customary dues from villages did not by some 
contrivance or other make the free gift also to come in the category of his so-called 
time-honored dues. All distribution was finished by 31st May 1897, and I can say 
that we have been able to restore to their original position those who had lost their 
all in this struggle, and we have given them a fresh start in life and many agricul- 
turists who would otherwise have become labourers have been by this free gift 
enabled to continue in their old occupation of tilling the soil. 

In the way described above we have relieved under object IV 8,828 persons 
at an expenditure of Rs. 40,000. Of this sum Rs. 29,044 have been given for seed, 
Rs. 10,822 for cattle, and Rs. 134 to artizans for tools. The greatest want in this 
district was for seed, and hence we have spent more money on this object than on any 
others. The cattle have thriven wonderfully well in spite of partial failure of 
rains ; but this district is full of small streams and tiny rivers and big lakes, and 
hence there was no dearth of pasturage, and there was no sickness amongst the cattle. 
I can hardly express in fitting terms the good effect of this free gift either from a 
political or from an administrative point of view. 

On every side villagers have nothing but expressions of heartfelt gratitude for 
this most timely aid. In the beginning they could not realize that the money given 
to them would not be taken back ; but by degrees they did come to understand the 
true object of this special form of charity, and then in all the earnestness of true 
admiration, they blessed the people that came to their rescue and the sovereign that 
rules over them. Local bards gave vent to their poetical feelings, and many are the 
verses which form the subject-matter of this auspicious relief. I enclose a copy of 
one of the best, and cannot help quoting the following, whioli has passed from 
mouth to mouth : — 

Mu ft takdvi aisi banti, ’ 

Bij, bail dono ho sai ; 

Jug jug jio mori Sarlcdr ; 

Jelcre adhin sagri sansdr . 
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It may be translated as follows 

Outright advances so they give, 

For oxen and for seed withal. 

From ago to age, my rulers, live, 

To whom the whole round world is thrall ! 

It is wonderful that no sinister rumour's have got abroad in reference to, thia 
gift. All that people generally say is that it has come from Mother Victoria. Thoy 
do not realize that Mother Victoria's British subjects have subscribed for this 
most munificent gift. In some villages it has been rumoured that tlm Government 
has made this free gift on completion of the 60th year of Her Majesty s reign. 

It was a sight worth seeing when the distribution of the money was being made. 
"Women with infants in their arms, young men with anxious looks about them, and 
the infirm and weak with lathis to support them, all sat anxiously watching tho face 
of the distributing officer. As each person got his share he walked off with thoughts 
which really breathed peace on earth and good will to men. This action of the British . 
Government has shown to peoplo that the Sarkdr is a real inti b&p,* and I do not 
exaggerate when I say that since tho commencement of British Government, 
nothing has fetched the hearts of people more than this action of charity which 
along with it Las carried love, and these both have gone home to tho grateful and 
affectionate feelings of peoplo in general and the poor and illiterate in particutor. 

In India it is considered humiliating by high caste raj puts and oven by cultivat- 
ing brfihmins to take alms, and these would rather die than accept charity ; but in the 
present ease as the gift came from tho ruling raco, and was distributed through Govern- 
ment officers of high rank and position, no sense of humiliation was felt oven by the 
high caste rfijputs. It is not too much to say that the highest ideal of charity was 
realized in the present distribution, and I can say that if love is happiness, charity is 
success. 

The gratuitous relief given outside poorhouses from tho Indian Famine Chari- 
table Relief Fund continued up to the end of September, and after that period as tho 
relief from Government money was stopped, help from this Fund was no longer given. 
The Basti poorhouse which ceased to be a Government institution iu tho end of 
August was turned into a casual ward, and its expenses were met from the Indian 
Famine Charitable Relief Fund. It was maintained to receive urgent cases. It has 
now been closed from 6th November 1897. 

The following gentlemen did specially good service during the time tho Indian 
Famine Charitable Relief Fund was in ’operation in tho district : — Messrs. W. C. 
PeppC* and F. Bridgman and Muushi Avadh Behari Ld, Secretory. Biibu Hub Lai, 
Honorary Accountant, and Muhammad Abdul Ghaffar, Assistant Honorary Account- 
ant, were in charge of the accounts, and at no small trouble forwarded all returns 
correctly and punctually. 

F. S. P. SWANN, <7.& 


29— AZAHGARH- The area officially declared as distressed was 1,130 square miles with a popula- 

Collector’s letter no. tion of 914,000 souls ; while the area under observation was 1,018 square miles 

fiif-20 * dated 12tb wi<l1 a P°P ula * I%on of 815,085. Famine was officially declared in tabsils Azamgarb, 

December 1897. Deogaon, and Muhammadabad. 

- Bece'pt no, 1230. 

2. Included in the Gogra-Ganges Dofib, and therefore a part of tho great 

Physical conditions. The nature and Gangetic plain, the surface of the Azamgarli district 
^relative importance of tho crops grown, is generally even, except where it is broken by the 

deep cut rivers and streams that carry off the 
natural drainage. Most of the streams have a running body of water only in the 
rains. 


* Father and mother. 
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3. Considered with reference to the crop-bearing capacities the scils of the 
district may be divided into two great classes ; the rice lands and those bearing spring . 
and other crops' (harjins). In the first is included the land on which rice alon) 
is the staple crop ; to the second belongs that, used for early autumn, sugarcane , 
and winter crops. There is some rice land which is treated as harjins land ; but it 
consists of small patches] lying round little hollows within the harjins area 01 of 
fields where the two classes of land meet. But as a rule, rice land is treated as a 
distinct class 'of land from the better raised tract upon which other cropB are 
raised. ■ Within the rice area the quality of the land varies with the natural 
character of the soil and the water supply. Clean olays yield the best crops, but the- 
stichiness of one of them (Jeardil) makes the planting out of the crop a somewhat 
arduous operation. The inferior rice soils are those which are mixed with reh salt, 
and being generally on high level suffer from want of water. Iu the harjins area 
the distinction which the people draw is between (a) the laud round and -between the 
hamlets, which receives regularly the best labour and manure available and is called 
per, and ( b ) that which consists of the outlying fields and is called pctlo. 

4. The district at present has no canals. The present sources of irrigation are 
first streams, lakes, swamps, ponds, and artificial tanks ; and secondly wells of both 
kinds, masonry and earthen. The reservoirs frequently fail when the - rainfall is 
deficient and their place cannot be efficiently taken by temporary wells. Well water 
is only need when tank water is not available. Although the former is held to he 
more beneficial to spring crops and sugarcane than tank water, yet well irrigation is 
considerably more expensive. 

o. An excessive rainfall though perhaps less disastrous to the agriculturists 
than a defective one, is also very unfavourable. Mr. Reid, writing in April 1877, 
stated that during one hundred years, so far as it "had been ascertained, there had 
been no such calamity as is generally understood by a famine or a season in which 
.the general population is decimated by starvation or is forced to wander from home 
in search of food. Of minor droughts which stopped short of actual famine, there is, 
however, some memory among the people. In some places the famine of 1782-88 
is still remembered and at least in one town (Man) deaths from starvation took place. 
Mirza Ata Beg was Ohakladar of Azamgark at the time, and a mosque and wells in 
the little town of Kopagauj are pointed out, which he had made in order to give 
employment to the poor of the place. But the general population did not die from 
starvation, and wheat sold in the Kopaganj market at 14 seers for the rupee ; an 
unprecedented rate for those days doubtless, but not indicative of absolute dearth. 
Regarding the year 1S37-3S there seems to bo no memory, and wheat is said to have 
sold at 20 seers for the rupee. Since then there have been yoars of scarcity, but there 
bas been no famine properly so called. In October 1869 the price of wheat rose to 
1 1 seers for the rupee and iu "November 1877 to 10 seersT5 chataks. 

6. The only emigration has been to the colonies from the lowest or labouring 
classes. 

7. Coming more particularly to the distressed tahsils, Azamgark is the head- 
quarters tahsil of the district. The whole forms the west centre of the district. The 
chief drainage of the tract is from north-west to south-east — the direction of the 
two main streams which traverse it, the Tons and Mangai. The chief products ore 
rice, spring crops, sugarcane, indigOi and garden crops. 

"8. Deogaon is the southern tahsil of the district. The okief drainage lies 
from' north-west to south-east. The country is a serios of narrow parallel strips 
■divided from each other by lines of swamps which have their outlets iu nalds or deep 
cut channels. These contain a running, stream only in the rainy season. The swamps 
during that season spread over considerable areas, and so much of the land as oomes 
within their influence without being entirely submerged, is sown with rice, 

35 
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• 9. M uhammadabad is tho name of the south-eastern fahsil of the district 
\ -dance atr the map will show that there are swamps in most parts of the lahsil which, 
although they wholly or in great part dry up between October and Juno, spread 
ont in the rains into largo temporary lakes. Spring crops and rice are the main 

products. 

10. The rabi harvest of 1893-9-i was a poor one ; the kharif of ' 189-1-95 was 

seriously damaged by excessive rains and terminated, 
thf l iL U c r ve S t n o£°\ l 800.0 O 7 and Recoding in floods which submerged very many cultivated 
J, “ rvos ts- acres ; tho rabi of tho same year was sown late 

in ground imperfectly ploughed and often surcharged with moisture : consequently 
it yielded a remarkably poor outturn. Tho sugarcauo was equally poor. A bumper 
indigo crop and excellent millet crops then came to the aid of tho district ; but tho 
moderation of the rains of 1895-90 and their early cessation very seriously impaired 
the outturn of the jarhan or transplanted rice, the most important crop in tho 
district to tho most needy classes of the people. The rabi harvest of 1895-90 was 
fair only, and the sugarcane disappointed expectations. Tho harvest of tho earlier 
years of this decade were as a rule below tho average. 


11. The failure of tho kharif crops of tho year 1896 found Azamgarh with 

a small poorhouso maintained by private charity, 
Jl ! rt r r f th0 organizati<m of cl,arit - attached to the Sadar Dispensary under the manage- 
ment of the Civil Surgeon. It was started in July 

1895 and did good service at the commencement of the period of widespread- distress 
in forming a nucleus for relief measures. Tho institution was most useful during 
the mouths of August aud September 1896, but towards tho middle of September it 
became overcrowded aud a system of outdoor relief was started. This also soon 
proved inadequate and a regular poorhouso coustructcd on the lines laid down in the 
Famine Code was established at headquarters early in October 1896. Tho cost of 
its construction aud maintenauco during the month of October was borne by private 
charity. It subsequently bocame a Government institution. On the 1st of October 

1896 its monthly population averaged about 200. On tho 22nd of that month a 
meeting was held in tho Town Hall at which tho then Collector invited special 
donations. Donations amounting to Rs. 5,1S5 were promised and were almost 
without exception afterwards paid. Further subscriptions, too, were promised. The 
donors of tho largest amounts were — 


Mr. H. V. Lovett, Collector 
„ H. D. Griffin, District Judgo 
Bibu Damodar Das ... ... 

„ Mabadeo Prasad Atliwaria ... 

12. From 1st October 1896 to February tho 15th 1S97 the 
ture was defrayed by this private Fund : — 


Rs. 

... l.Oeo . 

500 

... 1,000 
... 500 

following expeadi- 


On object I 
Ditto II 
Ditto III 
IHscellnneooa 


III 



Ka. Number rolioved, 
1,937 9, M0 

50 50 . 

CGI 5,2GI 

3M 


On February tlie 10th Rs. 500 were received from the Provincial Charitable 
Relief Committee through the Commissioner. Thenceforward tho old district 

Charitable Relief Fund became amalgamated with the Provincial Famine Charitable 
Relief Fund. 


13. Relief from this fuud was given to parda-nashin women, orphans, sick at 
disabled persons, and generally ho work was rendered by tho recipients in return f 

Cl' u rn T, 1V f WaS takeQ tha * the Government relief agency and tl 

“ Relief agency though keeping close touch did not overlap each othe 
TV1 the relief from the Government funds -was administered through tl 
agency of kandngos and patwSris under tho supervision of relief officers, Ztonl 
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of the Charitable Relief 1* und was distributed only by Covenanted or Gazetted 
officors or tahsflddrs personally, by European gentlemen resident in the district 
or by members of the municipal Board. Lists in each case were submitted to tlio 
-Collector either before or after distribution of relief for approval. The system of 
reporting deserving cases by closed 'letters to the Collector was also introduced, by 
which those respectable poor persons and parda-nashin women were relieved who 
could not be reaohed by Government agency. Clothing was supplied from the 
.private Charitable Relief Fund to many of these persons who wore only fed out of 
the Government, funds. In the majority of cases the Government aid was supple- 
mented only in this form. A largo portion of the Famine Charitable Relief Fund 
-tves also distributed to assist people in purchasing seed and cattle. 

14. Two hundred belts and warm vests were received from the Provincial 
Committee and were distributed among the district poorhouses, as also were 418 veils 
or cliaddars, 30 flannelette skirts, and 895 'cotton skirts made in England, which 
have for'tho most part been distributed. I find that some are still In stock and will 
sec to thoir proper disposal. 

15. A Relief Fund Committee with sub-committees for each tahsll was 

^ . appointed on the 7th of December, and held several 

meetings. Some of the members rendered consider- 
able ..-dstancc, notably the members belonging to the Azamgarh Municipality. In this 
•connection Mr. Lovett, tho then Collector, has particularly mentioned Balm Baldeo 
Naraia Singh, Honorary Magistrate and Municip d Commissioner, Mirza Muham- 
mad Salim, municipal mo.nbcr, Balm Brij Behari Lai, municipal member, Sheikh 
Karim B tkhsh, municipal member, and Raja Salamat All Shah, municipal member, 
Ho 10 rary Magistrate and member for tahsfl Deogaon. Mr. Lovett has also men- 
tioned Babu Shcodisht Narain Singh of Man, momber for tho Muhammadabad tabs!!. 
Mr. Lovett lvas also recommended Messrs. A. H. Cooper and T Martin for the thanks 
of Government and has acknowledge 1 tho services rendered by Miss Sturmer and 
Mr. Dodsworth. 

16. Tho principal forms of relief have been noted abovo. It has also been 
noted what official aud private agency was employed to ensure, that suitable relief 
was brought within the reach of every deserving person, whom the Goa’ornment aid 
could not reach or in whoso case it was necessary to supplement tho Government 
aid or who stood in need of relief otherwise. 

17. The following instructions issued by Mr. Lovett regarding the preparation 

of lists for tho distribution of object IV money 
-Object IV. were generally observed. 

(1) The grauts will be free gifts for purchases of seed and cattlo and will be 

distributed at headquarters by the Collector or some gazetted officer. 

(2) Each supervising relief officer must prepare lists of persons whom he can 

certify to no deserving. Each recipient must bo told to attend before 
the Collector and the date fixed for distribution. 

(3) Petty zamiudSrs who aro in a very impoverished condition may be recom- 

mended for grants. 

(4^ Each supervising relief officer will do well to select the worst off villages 
in his tahsll and allot his money to them. 

(5) It is desirable that tho recommendations made bo tested by eitbeT tbe tabsil- 
dflr or tlio supervising relief officer himself, the latter if possible. 

IS. Both poorliouMis and gratuitous relief, aS Mr. Lovett remarks in one of 

his reports, were at first viewed with suspicion by 
General remarks. somo 0 f (i iQ .poople. Tho former wero said to be 

quasi- jail=, while the latter was in some* outlying villages believed to be a device of 
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13. OCKNOW CITY 
uOMMITTEE- 

Honorary Socrotary’u 
letter dated 3rd December 

1897. 

Boccipt H0« llo7» 


" n<1 *“ most 

S««o„ 

& under consideration. E ROGERS, O.S. 

> 

, ,, ij tl-e rear 1800 and consequent rise in tit** 

Oh the failure of the kharij l 5 * • ^ . ot - j jUc know about the 

price of food 'grainy 1 j u Qld( . r t0 relieve the distress a publi- 


Under the auspices ot Mr. J. 


Commissioner, Mr. *• Gray, C.S., Deputy 
•kiutosb, C.S the t c c s Cily Magistrate, the meeting *M held ... 

nmissioncr, and Mr- L. . • 0doljur 1S , J0 Mr . J. y. Mackintosh, C.S., 

Katsarbtigh Bfiradari ou • ........ .i, a mid suhseriutioiiii 



be7un g of the ruonth of October 1S90 __ 

Macl 

Commissioner 

the Kaisarbtigh Bdrauan ou . Dg t , jat donations and subscription* 

occupied the chair, at w vidiB „ licf to parda-muhin women and other 

* fM lr ”“ “2" ^ \JZ t. S 0 ,0 «U pwifcouw or 

i T Km \K a Z «W .Inlgins tommituo of c.rtnin g».K™ .Id. ,»»cr «► 
do any relief , donations nml subscriptions, and to control 

— « — who *«m4 -M, *d M .ho KCO..O- 

tncuismuui *« ninimv fnr the above imruo-e. 

men 
Mr. 

President, auu iron uw ■*'•••• — * • ' , 

lli to*- to .ho of Ho. 5,220 on . rm fur.hor . . 

the Husonabad and Shah Najaf endowments bad already given Rs. lo,000 and 

Rs. 6,000 respectively. 

A meetin" of tho Managing Committee was held on tho 17th October 1S90, ami 
it was resolved that an executive commitUo of 13 gentlemen bo formed to carry oi* 
the work of preparing lists and distributing tho money. Preparation ot the list ot 
persons deserving charity was taken iu hand. 

On the 3rd November 1S9G His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of tho North- 
"Westei'n Provinces and Chief Commissioner of Oudli was pleased to call a conference 
of tho members of the Municipal Board of Lucknow at Government House, with 
tho object of being informed of tho prospects and condition of the city. His Honour* 
was informed of tho method according lo which the members of tho Municipal Board 
intended to carry on tbo work of relieving persons in distress, and ho was pleased tu 
announce that tbo Government would place Rs. 16,000 at the disposal oi the Lucknow 
Pamino Relief Committee as the first instalment, and that tho amount would bo 
increased later on when tbo distress became acute. 

■With the subscriptions and donations given and promised by tbo public ar.d the 
•prombo of Government support tho committee began to preparo tho list of persons 
deserving relief. Tho city was divided into six circles according to the different 
municipal wards and these circles were divided into blocks according to the number 
of police posts. The members of the Executive Committee and other gentlemen were 
requested to prepare the lists of persons deserving charitable relief very carefully 
after house to houso visitation. These lists were ready by the end of November- 
1596. A meeting of the Executive Committee was held ou tho first December 1896, 
and in pursuance of a resolution passed at that meeting tho work of distribution was 
commenced forthwith. 

When operations of the Indian Pamino Charitable Roliof Pund commenced in 
India, the Lucknow Committee was brought under tho North-Western Provinces 



141 

and Oudli Branch of the said Fund, and the first contribution from the said Fund 
was received in March 1897. 

The maximum amount of dole to be given to an adult person was fixed by the 
committee at Rs. 2, and the maximum allowed to a child was 8 annas a month. In 
fixing the amount of monthly charity to be given to individuals of families, their 
existing means of income (if they had any) were taken into consideration, and the 
amount to be given to such individuals or families was so fixed as to supplement their 
means of support. 

The great majority of the recipients of these doles of charity were parda-nashin 
females and respectable males, who on account of their physical infirmities or caste 
prejudices were not able to go to the Government relief works or to the poorhouscs 
opened by Government. In some cases aid was also given to persons of inferior 
castes, who owing to their physical infirmity could not go to the relief works ; but 
such instances were very rare. At first many persons refused to receive aid from the 
Fund, but when prices ro s e higher and they sold up the things they possessed they also 
became suppliants for charity. Applications for assistance used to be sent to the 
Dcputj’ Commissioner, tlio City Magistrate and members in charge of distribution, 
and in some cases even to the Commissioner. The practice was to make over these 
applications to the members in charge of the blocks for distribution, and if on inquiry 
the case was found to be one really deserving of charity the names were brought 
on the distribution lists. The majority of the recipients of charity were Muham- 
madans, and among the Hindus, Brahmans and Kayasfhs formed the greater number. 
Among the Muhammadans there wore many people who wore cldkan workers and 
embroiderers, as owing to the general distress the demand for such work had become 
less and the workers had been thrown out of employment. Tho number of appli- 
cations for aid began to rise in January 1S97, and it wont on increasing till tho 
month of March 1S97. 


Of the six different wards of the city the number of recipients of assistance con- 
sidered with respect to population was highest in the Chauk, next to it came Daulat- 
ganj ; then Saadatganj and Wazirganj . In tho Ganeshganj ward which includes tho 
civil lines and the quarters of the city inhabited by Government and railway 
employes and the like the number was smaller as compared to its population. Ilusen- 
gauj word, i.c. the portion of the city on tho north of the rivor Gumti, being inhabited 
by traders and a quusi-rural class, contained a comparatively small number of persons 
who were brought on the distribution lists, 


The number of persons (including males, females and children) relieved by this 
committee in the different months in the period during which its operations lasted 
was as follows : — 


Its. 

For the month of November 1890, distributed in Dccombor 189G ... 0,492 

For tho month of December 189G, distributed in January 1897 ... 9,800 

For tho month of January 1897, distributed in Fohruary 1897 ... 12,280 

For tho month of February 1897, distributed in March 1897 ... ... 12,280 

For tlie month of March 1897, distributed in April 1897 ... ... 1S,G25 

For tho month of April 1897, distributed in May 1897 ... ... 16,55G 

For tho month of May 1897, distributed in Jnno 1897 ... ... 16,65G 

For the month of Juno 1897, distributed in July 1897 ... ... 1G.79G 

For the month of July 1897, distributed in August 1897 ... ... 10,841 

For the month of August 1897, distributed in September 1897 ... 1G,005 

For tho month of September 1897, distributed in October 1897 ... 1G,950 

For the month of October 1897, distributed in October 1897 ... ••• 1C, 950 


The total amount of subscriptions collected by the committee was Rs. 33,774-12-6, 
the amount received from Government was Rs. 66,000, from the Indian Famine 
Charitable Fund Rs. 1,25,800 and from miscellaneous receipts Rs. 15-12-3, 

36 
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The amount spent in distribution and work connected with it was Bs. 2 25,590-2-6 
including the sum of Bs. 753-7-3, which was made over to the King’s Poorhouso under 
a resolution of the committee passed on the 5th November 1897. 

The distribution lasted from December 1S96 to October 1897, and the committee 
held 21 meetings during the time the operations lasted. In the month of January- 
1897 the distribution in the different blocks was interchanged among the membere, 
but during the rest of the period it was generally done as follows 


Name of ward. 
(1) Chauk ward 


(2) Saadatganj 


(3) Ganeshganj 


(4) Wazirganj 


(5) Daulatganj 


Name of member in charge of distribution. 

B. Bishambhar Nath, Municipal Commissioner and 
Honorary Magistrate ; Hakim Nazir Hasan Khan, 
Municipal Commissioner and Honorary Magistrate ; 

B. Bhairon Parshad, Pleader and Municipal Com- 
missioner ; P. Shiam Narain, Municipal Commis- 
sioner; and B. Raghobar Dayal, retired Munsif. 

Rae Din Dayal, Municipal Commissioner and Honor 
rary Magistrate; B. Ganga Parshad Varma, Muni- 
cipal Commissioner. 

B. Sanwal Das, Doputy Collector; Pt. Raghobar 
Dayal, Deputy Collector ; M. Prag Narain Bhar- / 
gava, Proprietor, Newal Kishore Press ; and Naway 
Mahdi Ali Khan, Honorary Magistrate aifd 
Municipal Commissioner. 

Honorable Rae Sri Ram Bahadur, Municipal Com- 
missioner and Honorary Magistrate; Pt. Sheo 
Narain, Honorary Magistrate and Municipal Com- 
missioner ; N. Saiyid Muhnmmnd Mahdi Ali Khan, 
Wasikadar; and Rae Girdhari Lai, retired Deputy 
Magistrate. 

M. Rabat Ali Khan, Secretary, Husenabad Endow- 
ment. 


(6) Husenganj ... B. Sheo Parshad, Municipal Commissioner and Hono- 
rary Magistrate. 

Beside the above gentlemen, Mrs. Marston of the Zanana Mission, the Civil 
Chaplain, Reverend Father Petronius, Roman Catholic Chaplain, and Reverend A. W. 
Newboult of the Presbyterian Church made monthly distribution. Mrs. Marston’s 
distribution were among the zanana women, Muhammadans and Hindus. The distri- 
butions of the other three reverend gentlemen were among the Christian poor. 
Besides the members who carry on the work of distribution, I must bring to your 
notice the fact that M. Prag Narain Bhargava did all the printing works relating to 
the committee gratis. ' 

SRI RAM. 


32— LUCKNOW DIS- 
TRICT COMMITTEE' 

Deputy CotmnitsioneT's 
letter no. 932, datod 3rd 
December 1897. 

Beccipt no. 1161. 


An allotment of Rs. 900 was made through the Commissioner of the Division 
for the purchase of clothing previous to any direct remittance from the Provincial 
Committee. The remittances from the Provincial Committee amounted to Rs 1 2? 000 
local subscriptions to Rs. 2,987-2-0, and the sum of Rs. 126-1-0 was receivedJrom 
the Honorary Secretary to the Jubilee Fund for the city of Lucknow, specially for 
the poorhouses. The total receipts amounted to Rs. 1,26,013-3-0. 


■ 2. Out of this sum, Rs. 10,288-15-1 was spent in extra diet, comforts a: 

dothmg for the inmates of the poorhouses and for the poor in the village 
Rs. 377-10-0 on orphans; Rs. 6,420-2-0 in part support of parda-nashin a 
respectable poor m tbe district ; Rs. 1,07,901-8-0 in advances for bullocks and s, 
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33.— ON AO. 

Deputy Commissioner’s 
letter no. 846, dated lOtli 
January 1897. 

Receipt no. 1203. 

\2. The physical features are those of an ordinary plains district. The chief 
. crops\are — in the khartf: maize, rice, judr, and bajra ; in the rabi : cereals and 
gram. The population is an agricultural one. There are no manufactures of any 
importance. The towns aro small and dependent on agriculture. There is not even 
a grain mart. 

3. The famine year was preceded by a cycle of bad seasons beginning from 
1893. That year and 1894 were distinguished by excessive rainfall, especially the 
latter, during which much damage was done by flooding. The year 1895 was a dry 

, one, and the rdbi suffered in consequence. In 1898 the rain ceased at the end of 
September with the result that the whole of the Tice crop was lost. Maize, and in some 
places judr was, however, saved and served to keep the people going till December, 
when famine was formally recognised. The famine proper lasted from 15th Decem- 
ber 1896 to 1st October 1897, the distress reaching two maximum points in February 
and in the middle of June. The rabt was a short sown crop, and further suffered 
severely from high winds in February. Gram was an entire failure. 

4. Organization . — In this district the administration of the charitable relief 
funds through committees was confined entirely to the towns. The Government 
measures were sufficient for ordinary needs in villages. The money allotted under 
object IV was distributed through the committees in the towns and by official agency 
in the villages. In the towns 13 sub-committees were organized. These were formed 

> on the following dates : — In Unao on 1st December 1896 ; Harha, 7th January 1897; 

Maura wan, 10th February 1897; Purwa, 7 th February 1897; Safi pur, 3rd January 
1897; Fatehpur, 21st January 1897; .Bangarmau, 11th January 1897; Moradabad, 

18th January 1897; Mohan, 8th January 1897; Neotani, 8th January 1897 ; 

Mianganj, 8th January 1897; Asiwan, 8th January 1897; and Newalganj, 23rd 
May 1897. 

5. These committees were charged with the distribution of charitable relief 
under object III as well as of Government funds, Chapters V and X of the Famine 
Code. The principle followed was to debit Government with one-fourth of the daily 
doles in those cases where absolute want was being relieved. Some of the committees 
distributed cotton for spinning but the results were nob encouraging. No works 
were undertaken. Towards the end of the famine a kitchen was opened on the Trunk 
Road and cooked food was distributed to bond fide wanderers. The sum spent in this 
way amounted to Rs. 234-8-6. I consider this a most suitable form of relief, and 
regret that it was not started sooner. 


to the distressed tenantry; and Rs. 242-7-0 in office and printing expenses. The 
chief printing expenses were in connection with voucher books and sanads used in the 
advances made to the tenants. The total expenditure amounted to Rs. 1,25,230-10-1. 
There was thus a balance of Rs. 782-8-11 in hand on the 31st October. Of this the 
sum of Rs. 657-8-11 has since been remitted to the Provincial Committee. The 
balance is in course of adjustment. 

3. Tho numbers assisted, no person being counted more than once, were— 

Under object I ... 16,394 

Ditto II ... average of 43 

Ditto III ... 4,973 

Ditto IV ... 16,320 

4. The assistance thus afforded has very materially alleviated the distress of 
persons of all grades and rank in life. Many tenants who would otherwise have sunk 
to the position of field labourers have thus been enabled to retain their holdings. 

P. GRAY, O.S. 

The entire district was recognised as distressed, and the distress was great in 
the following parganas: (1) Mohan Auras, (2) Gorinda Parsandan, (3) Jhalotar 
Ajgain, (4) Maurawan, (5) Asoha, (6) North Purwa, (7) Bangarmau, (8) Fatehpur 
Chaurasi, and -(9) Sikandarpur. 
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6. The only other form of relief -was that under object IV . In the towns the. 
committees distributed the funds allotted to them to artizans and non-agriculturists. 
In the villages lists were prepared by the patwaris and kantingos in consultation with 
the zamindArs, and the money distributed in person by a gazetted officer. During 
the present cold season I have been gratified to find that money was invariably used 
for the purpose intended. In addition special relief under this head was given in 
many villages which were destroyed by fire. The number of village fires was 
unusually large; in many cases whole villages being entirely destroyed. The amount 
spent in this way amounted to Bs. 1,11,569-13-0. 

7. Finally, I have great pleasure in bringing to the notice of the Provincial 
Committee the invaluable Services rendered by the following gentlemen : Unao, 
Haji Amin-ullab, retired Deputy Collector; Bangarmau, Chaudhri Maliendra Singh, 
Taluqddr; Mianganj, Sheikh Wassi-nz-zaman, Taluqdar ; Maurawan, Ldla Kidar 
Nath, Taltikddr ; Purwa, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, Munsif. The invaluable services of 
the last-mentioned gentleman, who was Chairman of the Purwa Committee and also 
in charge of the poorhouse there, deserve the highest commendation. 

A. B. BEUCE, O.S. 

(a) The famine was prevalent throughout the whole district comprising an 
area of 1,752,000 acres and the population affected thereby was 1,037,000. The district 
is a purely agricultural one and contains no town with a population exceeding 19,0,00 
persons. The district has in previous years been a great rice-producing district: 
consequently the failure of the rains in 1S96 was an exceptional calamity. The Mari/ 
harvest of 1S96 with the exception of early sown rice and the til crops, was an entire 
failure. The rabi of 1896-97 could not be sown except by artificial irrigation, and 
the total area sown was considerably below that of ordinary years. 

There is no special custom prevalent in this district of persons, leaving their 
homes for employment. All can in an ordinary year find employment on field 
labour. 

The heavy rains of 1894 commenced about the middle of June and were excessive 
during the months of July and August, They caused considerable damage to the 
kharif crops. Owing to the bad state of the kharif some relief works wore started 
by the District Board. The excessive moisture caused by the rains of December 
1894 and January 1895 made the prospects of the rail harvest very gloomy. "Wheat, 
gram, arhar, and peas suffered from blight and rust, and their outturn was very much 
below the average. The rains of 1895-96 were constant in the earlier months, but 
suddenly stopped early in September. The rice harvest was fully up to the average, 
but judr and other millets suffered much from too much rains during the earlier 
months. The October and January rains failed altogether, but by constant irrigation 
from the wells and jhils the outturn of rabi was excellent. Oil-seeds gave the best 
yield that had been known fop many a year ; wheat and the earlier sown poppy were 
excellent. Gram and barley also did well where there was sufficient moisture. The 
mango crop was also a good one and did much to help the poorer classes ; but mahua 
on the other hand, almost equally important in the district, failed altogether. On the 
whole the season was up to the average, 

(b) The district was divided into sub-committees of which four were local and four 
tahslli committees with four poorhouses, one attached to each tabsili. The committees 
were formed on the 1st March 1897 and non-official agency was employed for the 
distribution of money received from the Indian Charitable Belief Fund. Before the 
formation of the Indian Charitable Belief Fund private subscriptions were raised 
for the relief of parda-nashin women of the district. The bulk of the money was 
paid away in the end of May and beginning of June with the object of providing 
cultivators with seed for the kharif sowing. At the same time large sups were 
given for the purchase of cattle. The moral effect of these gifts was very noticeable 
and the cultivators wer.e enabled tp sow the normal area of kharif. 
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(c) The items of receipt and expenditure ate given in the statements already 
submitted. There is no special item which calls for any comments. Tor the proper 

•distribution of relief the talnqdars and other gentlemen of the district were requested- 
to furnish mo with a list of persons in need of relief. On receipt of the lists relief 
was distributed and brought witnin reach of every needy person, especially under 
-object TV. 

(d) There are no special items of receipt or expenditure not fully elucidated in 
the forms of accounts. 

The large amounts expended tinder object XV were for the most pirt distributed 
by Deputy Collector Syed Rnza Husain and Munshi Kara mat Husain, and by Taltsil- 
dars Munshi Jai Narain and Iftikhar Husain at the various lieadquar ter tahsils. 
'Under other objects the assistance of many persons was taken, among whom I 
“would mention Munshi Golab Rii for Rao Bireli and Mnnshi Abdul Gbafur for 
-Jais, „ 

The relief operations were wound up on the 31st October 1SQ7. A balance of 
JRs. 500-9-3 remained unexpended, and that was forwarded to the Honorary Secretary ^ 
Executive Committee, North-Western Provinces and Oudh, in November. 

A. if. W. SHAKESPEAR, G.S. 


Out of 2,255 square miles, the area of the whole district, distress extended 
4o 1,520 square miles with a population in round numbers of 703,000, but relief from 
charitable funds was also afforded to the poor residing outside the official “ distressed 
area.” The tract in question is a fertile plain intersected with rivers. This sums 
-up the physical condition of the distressed area. Tnere is no crop much more impor- 
tant than the rest, but it any be noted that the autumn crop of pulses is largely 
grown in the district and the sugarcane crop is fine. The people are exclusively 
agricultural, and there are no special customs of migration among them. 

2. The folio wing crops were obtained in the Icharif or autumn crop immediately 
.preceding tiie cold weather of 1896-97. The figures given represent fraction of an 
average (not a bumper) crop : early rice 4, late rice maize 4, juar 1, bajra 
-other millets -j}, cotton 4, pulses T l ff , sugarcane It will bo seen that there was a 
•nearly complete failure of the rice and pulse crops, which occupied a little over half 
the cultivated area. This failure was preceded by a very inferior spriug crop. For 
two years previously also the crops had been below average . 

3. In consequence of the failure of the crops, a general meeting of the 
gentry and officials of the district was convened on the 22nd October 1896, to 
collect voluntary subscriptions for the relief of the poor, and especially the respectable 
jxivda-naslun women affected by the scarcity. Rupees 899-8-3 was collected, and 
distribution commenced in 'the Sitapur and Khairabad municipalities under the 
supervision of Babu Chhail Bihari Lai aud Munshi Shankar Sahai. Donations of 
Rs. 1,000 and Rs. 500 respectively were presented by the Raja of Makmudabad aud 
Thakur Jawakir Siugli, Taluqdar, iu commemoration of the visit of Ilis Honor the 
Licutenaut-Goveruor of tiie North-Western Provinces and Chief Commissioner of 
Oudh to this district in December 1896, of which Rs. 500 were allotted to the Charit- 
able Relief Fund Trust, and have been shown under head “ Miscellaneous Expen- 
diture” aud the balance (Rs. 1,000) was expended on the objects stated above. The 
following gifts were also received in kind from the gentlemen named below — (1) 
from Seth Ragkubar Dial — 200 blankets of the value of Rs, 400 ; (2) from Mirza 
Muhammad Ali Beg, Taluqdar — 100 blankets of the value of Rs. 200. In addition 
•to the sums mentioned above Rs. 100 were subscribed by Munshi Abdul Hadi Ali 
Khan, Rs. 375 by the European officers of the district, aud R«. o by Rameshar 
Dial Pande iu June 1897. Thus the local subscriptions amounted to Rs 3,479-8-3, 
which wore expended under the general supervision of the Managing Committee 
(afterwards called the District Committee) constituted on 22nd October 1S96. 

37 
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4. In anticipation of receiving grants from the Relief Fund orders were 
issued by the Deputy Commissioner in the beginning of February 1897, to the- 
kanuugos of the 11 Government relief circles to instruct tLe patwaris of each 
village to prepare lists of cultivators who needed aid, and of the persons who required 
clothes. The members of the Local Boards were asked to scrutinize these lists, and 
patwaris were instructed to obtain the signature of zaimndars to the lists, in order 
to have some guarantee that really needy persons only wore entered. 

5. In February also the tahsildars were ordered to purchase cloth as far as 
possible from weavers. Thus by the time when the first grants were received the 
organization was in an advanced state. It may bo convenient to state hero once- 
for all, that with the exception of small sums spent in Sitapur and Ehairabad, and 
handed over to the American Missionaries, the distribution of aid in purchasing seed 
and cattle and the provision of clothes were the only two forms of relief adopted. 
This policy was settled at a meeting of the District Committee held on the 7th April 
1897. It was considered that the relief afforded by Government in food was ample. 
The distributions of clothes were made by the patwaris in the presence of the zamm- 
dars or leading men of the villages. This was commenced in March and ended in 
October 1S97. The reason why the distribution occupied so long a time is as 
follows : in each tahsil the most distressed circle was selected for distribution first. 
It was not till the distribution had been completed and the accounts received that the 
next circle was taken up. The operations could thus be supervised conveniently. 

The money for purchase of cattle aud seed was received on the 12th and 25th 
of May 1897. Despatch was imperatively necessary, as the rains began towards the 
end of June, and the cultivators had to purchase bullocks and seed by that time. 
Accordingly the patwaris, to whom the lists (or pay sheets) as finally passed by 
Mr. Dampier (to whom I entrusted this task) had been distributed, were summoned 
to attend with their cultivators at the headquarters of the lour tahsils. It was 
distributed in the presence of tho patwaris who identified their men by the officers 
aud gentlemen named below : — Sitapur — J. C. Smith, Esq., C.S., Assistant Commis- 
sioner ; Sidliauli — G. R. Dampier, Esq., C.S., Assistant Commissioner; Mitsrilch — 
Munshi Abdul Aziz, Officiating Deputy Collector ; Biswan — Tabsildar of Biswan, 
Cbaudhri Ganga Bakhsli and Seth Swarm Dial (members of the Committee). 

I was able to report, on Sth June 1S97 that Rs. 67,841 had been distributed out 
of Rs. 72,000 allotted. Some tenants did not attend to receive the gifts, some 
refused gratuitous relief, and some had left their villages bofore distribution. Subse- 
quent grants were received, and finally the number of cultivators relieved was 4,073,. 
who received Rs. 76,654. The money was almost entirely devoted to cattle. Judging 
from the absence of subsequent complaints, it is probable that by far the greater- 
portion of the money found its way into proper hands. Some complaints were 
preferred, but nearly all were groundless. It was no doubt the ease that some pat- 
wdris levied a percentage on the gifts, but one or two prosecutions (as. I have 
subsequently heard) secured the return of most of this. It will bo seen that from the 

pature of the relief given it was impossible for the charitable and Government relief' 
to overlap. 


6. The relief to the respectable poor for purchase of food was given through 
the agency detailed below : — ° 


Persons relieved through Baku Chhail Behari Lai 
Ditto Munshi Shankar Sahai 

Ditto Beverend P. T. Wilson, M.A. 


113 

lG-t 

85 


Total 


362 


October 1897.^° ™ *■> view of the sharp outbreak of fever h 
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7. The actual balance on 31st October 1S97 was Rs. 1,S96-14-10. Out of this 
the following expenditure was incurred up to 6th November 1897 

Rs. a. p. 

Prico of quinine ... ... ... ... ... jpg q 0 

Pay of establishment for October and three days of November 18P7- ... 22 0 0 

Petty contingencies ... ... ... ... ... q pp 0 


Total ... 122 11 0 


The accounts of this Fund were finally closed on 6th November 1897, and the 
balance (Rs. 1,774-3-10) was remitted to the Honorary Secretary, Executive Com- 
mittee, North-Western Provinces and Oudli, Allahabid, on the 20th November 1S97. 

8. The classification of expenditure now given does not agree with that which 
can be deduced ironi fortnightly returns ; but the total expenditure agrees. This is 
mainly due to the fact that at the outset expenditure on clothes was debited to head I ; 
it was subsequently distributed under its proper heads bv comparison of the lists of 
persons to whom clothes were distributed with the li?ts of Government relief. A 
certain amount of relief to orphans was erroneously included in head I. There were 
other mistakes which have since been rectified. 

9. The Committee is much indebted to tlic individuals named above, wbo per- 
formed a diffieult task very ably. Mr. Dumpier, C.S., gave great assistance in super- 
vising tbe distribution of clothos and the preparation of the lists of cultivators. The 
periodical returns were prepared by Tliakur Dass, District Board Head Clerk, v ithont 
auy remuneration, and they proved a sensible addition to his work. 

H. W. PIKE, 0.8. 


Account of distressed area . — Situated on the western confines of Oudh the 
Hardoi district is one of only moderate fertility and is less highly favoured by nature 
than those tracts which have given to the province the name of the garden of India. 
In its western portion it is traversed by three considerable streams from which at 
times the benefits of irrigation and alluvial deposits are received, but which often cause 
damage by inundations. In the remaining portiou of the district there is a large 
proportion of light sandy soil, the crops of which suffer equally from an excess or a 
deficiency of rainfall. There are no canals and the area irrigated from masonry 
wells is limited. There are no manufacturing or other industries. The population 
consists of cultivators and agricultural labourers with a small sprinkling of artizans. 
The prosperity of the district is dependent upon its crops : and these again are for 
the most part dependent upon favourable seasons. 
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2. The famine of 1896-97 was preceded by several years of agricultural depres- 
sion. The rnbi of 1S95 and 1896 was a partial failure. The cultivating classes 
looked to a good Ichartf to recoup their losses, and with this hope a large area was 
sown. The failure of the monsoon rains of 1896 destroyed this hope. The greater 
part of the kharif crop was lost, and the usual preparations for the rabi could not 
be made. Famine now became inevitable, and the district was officially recognised as 
distressed from the 1st November 1S96. The entire district, with an area of 2,325 
square miles and a population of 1 ,113,000 souls, was affected by the distress. 

3. Account of organization of district system of relief— {a, On 22nd Feb- 
ruary 1897 a meeting of taluqdiirs, members of tbe District and Municipal Boards 
and respectable residents of the district was held and a committee formed to administer 
tbe distribution of charitable relief. Before this Rs. 1,800 had been collected 
locally and utilized for the provision of clothing for the poor. As all classes alike 
were hardly pressed, it was not possible to realize any large sum in local subscriptions. 
First remittances of Rs. 13,700 were received from tbe Provincial Committee on the 
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18th mid 25th February 1897, and with this sum the organized distribution of roliof 
under the four recognised objects, was commenced: a large staff under tne superintend- 
ence of a European famine officer iu each subdivision of the district, was appointed 
for the administration of Government relief: and the famine officers and then- 
subordinates, aided in the towns by committees of native gentlemen, undertook also, 
the distribution of the money of the Charitable Fund. ( b ) Government xeliet 
was chiefly given in the following forms : — (i) the provision ot work on largo relict 
works for the labouring classes ; (ii) the relief at their homes of those of the same- 
classes who were physically unfit for labour; (iii) the relict at their homes ol (a) 
respectable women prevented by the custom ol the country from appearing in public 
and thus unable to join the relief works, and (b) persons ol respectable family and 
position reduced to starvation; and (iv) the relief in poorliouses ol persons in class (ii) 
who either had no homes or were temporarily unable to reach them. 

From the Charitable Relief Fund assistance was given to persons of all the 
above classes in supplement of the Government relief under object I of the Fund 
by the distribution of clothing, blankets, &c. With regard to persons under heading 
(iii) above the operations of the Fund and of tiro Government relief proceeded to a 
certain extent side by side. There was some correspondence with the Provincial 
Committee with regard to the advisability of the whole of such expenditure being 
taken over by the Fund. As there was so largo a scope for expenditure on persons 
not relieved in any way from Government funds, I did not recommend that the 
•Charitable Fund should take over any of the expenditure under Chapter X of the 
Famine Code : and the Provincial Committee accopted my views. The provision 
of work for the respectable poor and for weavers came both within the scopo of 
Government relief (Chapter X, Famine Code) and of I lie operation of the Fund. 
In this district it was undertaken from the Fund. As both Funds were administered 
through the same agency, there was no danger of these operations overlapping. 


4. Account of relief actually given . — It has already been explained that the 
population ot the district is chiefly agricultural. It was thougljt that the most benefi- 
cial purpose to which the money of the Fund could be devoted was the assistance of the 
cultivating classes. The largest expenditure was therefore under object IV, and 
consisted chiefly in grants for the purchase of seed aud plough-cattle. Of a total 
expenditure up to 31st October 1S97 of Rs. 3,47,450-4-9, Rs. 3, IS, 622, or 91 per- 
cent., was under object IV. The greater part of this was given in time to enable 
recipients to plough and sow for the kharif. Rupees 2, IS, 173 was distributed between 
15th May and 31 st July 1S97 for the purchase of plough-cattle, aud Rs. 84,657 
between 1st June and 31st July 1S97 for the purchase of seed. The selection of tho 
recipients and the distribution of the money was all personally supervised by the 
famine officers— Mr. Whittle, C.S., Mr. Edwards, O.S., Mr. Mumford, C.S., aud Lieu- 
tenant O Meara, I.S.C., whoso self-sacrificing labours at the hottest season of tho year 
cannot m my opinion be too highly praised. An account of the methods of selec- 
tion and distribution, written by Mr. Mumford, C.S., has already been published, and 
1 need add nothing- to it now. I think that contributors to the Fund may be satisfied 
that no efforts were spared to ensure that the relief reached the persons in need of it. 

The dryness of the season was favourable to fires. The ordinary villager’s 
ouse consists of mud walls covered with grass thatches supported by wooden beams, 

1 m 6 , 0t weatllC1 ' bum like tinder. A chance spark is sufficient to set tho 
"f ? “» ^ aze : the flames spread from house to house and in a very 

distess mweasiltT- 23 ’ ° f - UCh * “ a time otI,e ™ of severe 

tre of * ~ *"« *■ - — 

inun2r i :t m ; ,y r iKhfc b ° WantiDS ’ the rainy SeaS - 0n was m ^ked by a series of 
inundations m the tracts mentioned in the first paragraph of this report. A special 
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nllotacnt of R S 20,000 ™, mode to assise cultivsics i„ tho flooOoO villng«, 

' ,lh ' rh,cl * ,s of distribntion, they trill bo bolpod i„ 

the ram crop. & 

The other heads of expenditure, under objects I to III, were of the usual kind and 
call lor little remark. Ilaodspun thread, which was formerly made in nearly every ' 
cottage, has been ousted almost entirely by the English or Indian mill-made product 
and the present generation is unaccustomed to the spinning wheel. The numbers 
to whom cotton could be given for spinning were thus limited. This form of relief 
was chiefly successful in the town of Shtihabad, where there are a large number of 
decayed famd.es too proud to beg, but not ashamed to work. The district suffered 
severely from malarial fever at the close of the monsoon. Kupees 1G5-6-0 was spent 
m purchase of quinine and cinchonidinc for free distribution. J 

Under object II the sums shown represented expenditure after 30th September 
1S9 i. On that date the Government poorhouses were closed. The children remain 
ing, numbering 284, were taken over and supported from tho Fund. Two hundred 
and twenty were restored to their parents or friends. The remainder, G4 will be 
provided for under the orders of Government. ’ 5 

5. Object V, Miscellaneous. — The administration of the Fund cost 121 j g 
or -03 per cent, of flic total expenditure. It was carried out by the officers of Gov- 
ernmont, "who, X need not Siiy^ gnvc f lien* services willingly 

G. Winding up operations.— When the prospects of the kharlf crop were 
assured the necessity for relief came to an end. The operations of the Fund were 
brought to a conclusion pan passu witli those of the Government relief. Tho distri 
bution of gratuitous allowances and of the cotton for spinning were gradually stopped 
in September 1897. After that tho only expenditure was on orphans (vide paragraph 
4) and in flooded villages. When the expenditure under these heads ceases, theremain- 
’ ing balance will be refunded to the Provincial Committee. 

II. M. It. HOPICIFS, C.S. 

The famine in thF district was not officially recognized by Government n« 
the distress was not very acute and only certain parts of the district suffered for want 
of rain. The area in which calamity was felt mostly lies in tahsfl Mohamdi and in 
part of tahsfl Lakhimpur ; in the former tahsfl the parganas of Pasgawan, Aurangabad 
Magdapur, and Atwapiparia suffered heavily, ns the soil is light and the irrigation 
is mainly dependent on favourable rain, because rivers and tanks do not exist and 
rinkiugof wells for tho above purpose is not, as a matter of custom, done by the 
natives. The parts that suffered in tahsfl Lakhimpur are Kukra and a portion of 
pargana Bhur round about Bansi estate and Aliganj ; tho main crop of these portions 
of tahsfl Lakhimpur being paddy, which to a great extent failed owing to deficiency 
mrain. The distressed area in tahsfl Mohamdi is 420,811 acres and the portion of 
Lakhimpur tahsil comprises 131,187 acres. 

2. The crops generally grown in the distressed tracts of Mohamdi tahsfl are 
bajra .barley, and pulse The distress is mainly due to failure of crops in the two 
preceding years before the cold weather of 1S9G-97 In 1S94-95 excessive rain was 
the chief cause of failure of crops; the loss in this year was estimated at 7 annas per 
rupee ; in 1895-9G the crops failed to (lie extent of 6 to 8 annas per rupee ; this was 
owing o hoarfrost and want of ram to a certain extent. In the kharif of 1896-97 

fhero was great failure of outturn, and the loss was estimated at 10 to 12 annas per 
rupee. 1 

3. The parganas that suffered in tahsfl Mohamdi are chiefly inhabited by 
the cultivating classes, who have no other occupation, exce pting a few artizans 

But at tho expense of the Fund. 

38 
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for village needs. These people do not leave their houses and emigrate to other 
places in search of work. The people who inhabit the tracts of Lakhimpur tahsll are 
also of the same type, but during days when they have no field work to attend to 
they generally go to surrounding forests and work for contractors and others. 


4. The distress was felt in September 1S9G when price.-, rose high, and at onee- 
two poorhouses, one at Mohamdi and the other at Lakhimpur, were opened by private 
subscription and were kept up by private money till the beginning of February 1807, 
when the Government took them over. Two sub-committees were (orined, one at 
each place, and subsequently a branch committee was formed at Gobi, and upoorhonsc- 
was opened there also. 


5. In the beginning of February 1807 the Indian Famine Charitable Relief" 
Fund extended its aid to the District Committee, and the accounts of money raised by 
private subscription were amalgamated with those oi the I'und money. Iho pour- 
honscs were all kept up at the expense of Government, supplemented by the Fund 
money, which was spout mostly on clothing and special diet and other miscellaneous 
expenditure for the comforts of inmates. 

G. Tho total sum of money received from the Provincial Committee to be 
expended on objects I to IV amounted" to Es. 32,200 ; our local income amounted, 
to Its. 3,742-1 3-G : making a total of Es. 35,0-12-1 3-G, out of which Es. 31,-178-0-11 
was expended on the objects mentioned above up to 31st October 1807 last, leaving a 
balance of lls. 4,40-1-12-7. After defraying expenses up to Gib November 1807 and 
keeping a reserve of Es. 150-12-2 for maintenance of orphans, (lie surplus of 
Es. 4,202 was remitted to the Secretary of the Provincial Committee, Lucknow. 

7. It is needless to recapitulate the sums expended under objects I and 11^ 
.as there is nothing of special importance to be explained. The forms already 
submitted contain all information with regard to expenditure under those heads. Wiili 
reference to expenditure (tnddr object III it is necessary to mention that there were 
few respectable poor in this district, wlto were assisted with money under this head, 
and this Committee had occasionally to revise the list of such people to ascertain that 
they wore really deserving of assistance from this head. This is perhaps duo to 
non-existence of large towns except Khcri, Lakhimpur, and Mohamdi, where most of 
the people assisted reside. 


8. Of the expenditure under object IV, Es. lS,S39-5-G were distributed in 
tahsil Mohamdi, Es. 17,791 for seed and cattle, Es. S91-5-G ns valedictory doles to- 
poor after gratuitous relief, was stopped, and Es. 157 to artizans as assistance in 
buying their materials. The remaining sum of Es. 5,434 was paid out .in talisfl 
lakhimpur, Es. 4,907-13-3 to tenants, Es. 319 to artizans and Es. 207-2-9 as vale- 
dictory doles to paupers. The assistance under this head was also made to people in 
parganas other than the distressed where the tenants and artizans wore found badlv 
off. Great care was taken in distribution of money under object IV. Lists of 
all worthy people were first made by supervisor kanungos with the assistance of 
village headmeu and zamiudurs and were then checked hv tahsildars. The distribut- 
ing officers then paid out the money from this head after personally satisfying them- 
selves as to the fitness of tho recipients to this money. No officer below the rank of 
tahsildar was allowed to distribute money. 

9. The accounts of this Local Committee have been finally closed since the 
receipt of the Provincial Committee’s letter No. 583, dated 3rd November 1S97, and 
all operations have been wound up. There were seven paupers in hand at the close 
of October 1897, who have been mado over to the caro of private individuals. The 
orphans are still maintained, as there are no definite orders for their disposal. 

10. The following persons rendered good service in connection with the Chari- 
table Eekef (1) Eaui Surat Kuer, taUiqdar of Singabi. This lady, though thero 
was no scarcity m her estate in Nighasan and she had erected a pool-house for her 
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own people, generously subscribed Rs. 100 per monlb for tbe Charitable Relief 
Fund and gave Rs. 101. at the Jubilee Darbar for distribution to the poor. (2) 
Th&lutr Balbhadar Singh, TaWcddr of Mahewa, gave a donation of Rs. 50 at the 
Jubilee and Rs. 50 per month towards the Charifablo Fund, besides feeding a few 
poor daily. (3) Biibu Shoo Bakhsh Rae, Honorary Magistrate, pleader, and Secretary 
of the District and Municipal Boards, besides paying towards his private charitable 
fund of Sankatta Debi, gave a subscription of Rs. 30 monthly and exerted hitnself in 
raising subscriptions in Molmmdi and Gola aud interested himself in the poorhouses. 
(4) Babu Shiam Lai was active in looking after collections for the Sadar poorhouse 
and assisting generally. (5) The tahsildars of the Sadar and Mohamdi did good 
work in checking the poorhouse expenditure. (6) The Deputy Commissioner gave 
a monthly subscription of Rs. 50 and made good all expenditure in excess of private 
subscriptions before the Government action began, which- amounts to about Rs. 350 
and is not included in the Charitable 'Relief Fund accounts. (7) M. Muhammad 
Habib-ullah, Deputy Collector, paid a monthly subscription of Rs. 20. 

11. The following persons constructed works for the benefit of tenantry and 

paupers : — (1) Gobardhau Singh of Bijwa constructed a kaclicha tank and building at 
Bijwa at a cost of Rs. 1,000. (2) Raja Sir Amir Hasan Khan of Mahmudabad 

constructed a kaclicha tank at Mitnuli at a cost of Rs. 400. (3) Sayyid Tasaddnk 

Husain deepened a tank at Khurramnagar at a cost of Rs. 76, and also fed a few 
paupers daily. (4) Thakur Balbliadar Singh, taluk ddr of Mahewa, constructed two 
tanks, one at Udrehna and the other at Shikarpur Amkotwa, at a cost of Rs. 350. 

12. M. Habib-ullah, Deputy Collector, did the arduous duties of Secretary to 
the Fund with very little assistance and willingly gave up his leisure time for the 
purpose. Groat credit is due to him for the manner he has done the work, 

W. P. HARRISON, Lt.-Col. 


» 


The FyzabacI district comprises an area of 1,72S square miles and has a 
population of 1,21(3,950. A large percentage of the cultivated area is under rice. 
Owing to the scanty rainfall in 189G the rice harvest, including both the cavly and 
winter crops, withered up before coming to maturity, and this, combined with the 
failure of other autumn crops following on the unfavourable harvests of the previous 
two years, caused severe distress throughout the district, but especially in the tahsils of 
Akbarpur and Tauda. The Fyzabad tahsll was more fortunate in receiving some timely 
showers of rain, while in flic Bikapur tahsll, though crops were a failure, the large 
remissions of money from emigrants to Rangoon aud foreign countries to their families 
assisted .very materially to tide over the worst period of the distress It may bo 
mentioned that in this tahsll the postal orders remitted by emigrants to their families 
averaged about 11s. 15,000 a month. Though the cultivators generally were bolter off 
iu the Fyzabad tahsll, considerable numbers of people from other districts poured 
iuto tho town of Fyzabad seeking for labour or means of subsistence, many of them 
in a destitute condition, who found ( heir way eventually to tho poorhouse. 

2. Fortunately the arhnr crop was a very good one, and owing probably to 
showers of rain falling, while, the crops wero ripening the -pod all over the district 
was gathered at three different times. During my cold weather tour I frequently 
noticed the flowers, the green pods, and the dark ripe pods on the same branch. This 
allowed many destitute people to gain a scanty daily meal by picking tbe pods as 
’they became ripe, and though the owners .of the fields suffered some. loss, tho petty 
‘thefts were not interfered with from charitable motives. 

' 3. , The only largo town iu the district after Fyzabad is Tanda, which has a 
population of nearly 20,000, about one-fifth of whom are weavers, many of whom 
migrate to Bombay to work at the mills there. This class of people suffered more 
than others and were to some extent specially helped. — RupeesTj315-were~distri- 
buted among 627 weavers from tbe Charitable ' Relief Fund for purchase of trade 
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instruments sold during the famine, and cloth valued at Ks. oOO was purchased iroia 
the poorer weavers for distribution among the paupers in the district and for inmates 
in the poorhouses. There are four or five other towns with a population varying Irom 
3,000 to S,000, from which a fairly large number of people migrate to Bombay lu 
seek employment as weavers. 

4. The spring crop for 1896 was generally under three-quarters of au average 
crop, while the two previous winter crops suffered from unseasonable excessive 
rain 'and were also below the average. The table annexed below shows the area of 
each tahsil in acres with cultivated area according to the village papers of *1,304 
fasli : — 


Name of tabsil. 



Total area in 
acres. 

Cultivated 
area iu acres. 

Fyzabad ... 

• •• 

••• 

... 239,130 

128,853 

Bikapnr ... 


lit 

... 299,187 

101,038 

Akbarpur 

• •• 

• •t 

... 251, 1G5 

111,251 

Tanda ... 


Total 

... 317,319 

... 1,107,131 

191,032 

023,077 


5. On the serious nature of the scarcity being recognized, a district committee, 
comprising as members most of tho influential - and respectable residents of Fyzabad, 
was organized in the beginning of Octobor 1S96. The distribution ot tho Charitable 
Belief Fund was mado in three objects, viz. I, III, and IV. In the Fyzabad 
municipality the distribution was in objects I and III. A full report of the good 
work done by this committee lias been drawn up by tbo Vice-Ckairmau, Bae 
Bahadur Gokalchand, aud accompanies this report. The members of the committee 
mentioned by him as having dono special good service deserve all praise lor 
their labours. Tho assistance of mission ladies, viz. Miss Gault of tho Church 
Missionary Society aud tho Misses Fcntiman of the Wesleyan Mission, was 
gladly accepted by the committee, and their knowlege of the poorer respectable 
Muhammadan women enabled them to distribute relief to many who were sorely 
in need of it and who would possibly havo been otherwise left uneared for. Many 
of these women eke cut a subsistence by sewing caps and needlework, but this means 
of livelihood was almost destroyed by the high prices which compelled the general 
native public to cut down this expenditure to the lowest possible figure. 


6. In the towns of Tanda and Akbarpur local committees wore formed and 
did excellent work iu relieving distress. In each tahsil relief committees were 
formed, but by far the greater proportion of relief distributed was carried out 
under the direct supervision of the Subdivisional Officers. The distribution of 
the money under object IV was made solely by Subdivisional Officers in camp at 
their respective tahsils and was kept entirely separate from State relief, ouly clothes 
being distributed to those receiving State relief. Money doles were as a rule distri- 
buted fortnightly. 


7. The table appended below shows the amount of Charitable Belief Fund 
money distributed under each head iu each of the four tahsils and the municipality : 


Name of talisd. 


Objeot I, 


Object III. Object IV. 


Fyzabad 'JTi 

Bikapnr M 

Akbarpur 
Tanda ... 

Fyzabad municipality 
Court of Wards 


!«• 


Its. a. p, 
407 9 3 
559 11 0 
1,075 15 3 
1,145 G 3 
120 0 0 


Ns. a. p. 
92 6 9 
210 4 G 
• •• 

50-1 9 9 
4,292 4 9 


Rs, a. p. 

8,451 0 0 
11,410 0 O 
14,374 0 9 
12,000 0 O 

2,000 O O 


Total 


3,308 10 3 


o,129 9 9 48,235 O 9 


September 1896 to September 1897. 
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Lists of cultivators who had lost their plough-cattle on aecouut of famine 
•or by cattle-disease ware called for from the tahsildirs aid those lists wore revised 
by Subdivi3ioual Officers, who enquired iato the circumstances of the recipients on 
the spot before payment. Tno money was paid by the Sabdivisional Officers 
to the tenants in the presence of the landlords or mulditdrs of talhqdars. 

At first there Was some reluctance shown to accept moaey presents for parchase 
of cattle, cultivators apparently feeling that it hurt thoir pride, or possibly in some 
cases not being quite sure what the real iuteifiou3 of the givers were; but this 
soon wore off, and before the distribution of money was completed there was a rush 
, of applicants and careful inquiries had to be made regarding deserving cases before 
money avas given. 

8. Practically the distribution of relief was discontinued in the beginning of 
October 1897. Prices were then falling and the autumn harvest was coming into 
the market. 

9. Rupees 500 was paid to the Subdivisional Officer, Fyzabad, for distribution 
of seed which was not actually spent, aud thus the balance on 3lst October 1897, as 
shown in the fortnightly account of 31st October 1897, has been increased by that 
amount plus Rs. 90 returned by the Subdivisional Officer, Bikapur. The balance 
then stood at Rs. 1,676-11-3. After 31st October 1897 Rs. 59-11-0 was paid on 
account of salary of famiue rcliof establishment and to Civil Surgeon on account of 
dieting charges of patients sent to him from poorhouses for October 1897, leaving a 
balance of Rs. 1,617-0-3. Adding Rs. 18 the balance of private subscription, the 
total balance amounts to Rs. 1,635-0-3. 

10. I have already mentioned the great services performed by the members of 
the District Committee. The members who deserve special praise have been named 
by the Yicc-Chnirman in his report. I have to cordially acknowledge the work of 
Rai Bahadur Gokal Chand, who is the Vico-Chairpaan. As I was mostly in camp 
during the cold weather, he took the chair and managed the administration of the 
funds with much tact and success. In the Akbarpur sub-committee Pandit Bisheshar 
Nath was tlie leading member and took over the supervision of the poorhouse as his 
special charge. 

G. W. ANSON, Lieut.-Col., 

Deputy Commissioner. 

The sudden failure of raius during tho latter portion of the rainy season Necessity c.f Fomina 
in 1896, and the consequent scantiness of the Icharif crop, with its coicomitant 
evil of dearness of grain in the market, created a general alarm throughout the 
• greater part of the United Proviuoes (the district of Fyzabad not excepted), 
especially among the agricultural and the labouring classes, whoso subsistence 
depends not to a le=s degree on the coarse grains like juar, sawzn, kodon, 
m arua, aud dhan produced duriug the rainy season. Tne income of mo3t of 
the people falling short by relax of all kinds of trade, except that of corn dealing, 
tho middle classes aud the lower strata of the people found it very hard to keep up 
with tho non-wavering dearness of grain in the markets, aud therefore met the 
excess of expenditure by disposing of their ornaments aud household furniture. On 
the exhaustion of this source of income many people left their homes for cities in 
search of employment, and under sheer necessity and compulsion condescended to 
keep up their poor and insufficient living by working oi the relief works or by 
becoming inmates of poorhouses started by Government. Tne condition of petty 
labourers and labouring classes in villages was deplorable. Having sold off their 
few implements of husbandry and other moveables of the household, bereft of every 
•employment in their own towns and villages, thousands of them migrated to cities as 
common beggars and became a source of constant trouble and expense to the people 

1 • ' • 89 ' ■ ' ' 
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residing in them. Th is was borne by the people of Fyzabad for some time, but this 
becoming intolerable, as it did, in the end, they began to think of locating 111 eta 
strollers in some retired place and managing for their living there. 

K»st steps taVen in Fy. 2. The proposal of freeing the city from ti c nuisance caused by these ttrolling 
beggars (popularly known by the name of I:avglun) having become mature by fre- 
quent consultation among the well to-do residents of Fyzabad and Ajtidhin, a com- 
mittee of certain influential member was formed in October 1S96 to make necessary 
arrangements for establishing poorhouses within the municipality. About four meet- 
ings of this committee were held under different chairmen till the 16th of November 
1896, at which measures were taken to raise subscriptions among the residents of 
Fyzabad and A judliia according to certain rates on their income and to construct 
poorhouses remote from the hoart of the town. 

Tornmtion of first loca 1 3. Under instructions from the Local Government, the Commissioner and 

aommittee unfi its work. . . , 

the Deputy Commissioner, a general meeting of the residents of Fyzabad and' 
Ajudhin, both European fa ml Native, was held in the Victoria ITall on the 15th 
November 189G under tho presidentship of F. B. Mtilock, Esq., C.S., Commis- 
sioner, Fyzabad Division, who, after declaring the object of the meeting and showing 
the necessity for raising funds for the relief of famine-stricken people and other 
respectable and indigent persons who oould not go to the poorliouso or do relief 
work, announced a grant of Es. 500 per mensem for five months by Government for 
that purpose. Upon this 3, as chairman of the Jlunieipi.l Board, announced a 
grant of Bs. 2,500 from the local municipality. A working committee of °S 
gentlemen {vide Return A attached), with Colonel G. W. Anson, Deputy Com- 
missioner as its Chairman and myself us Vice-Chairman, was formed on the spot 
for the purpose of collecting donations and subscriptions and controlling the dis- 
tribution of gratuitous relief to deserving persons within the Municfpality of 
Fyzabad. Seven of the members of this committee were deputed to assist the Deputy 
Commissioner in the management of tho poorhouse, which had bv this time been 
taken under the direct control of G ovormneut. 


Sittings of the working 
committee, its final con- 
dition, and tho function 
of each member. 


4. From the loth of November 1S9G to 1st October 1S97, which were 
the first ai d last sitlirgs of the working committee, it met 24 times. Xn itddi- 
tion to the first 28 names given in Return A the names of Bahu Acini Hasan 
Elian, Pandit Ganesb Singh, Bubu Damodar Das, Bnbu Mahabir Persbad B \ 
and M. Babu Ram were added to the list of members, thus making a total* of 
33, but of these the names of 11 gentlemen were subsequently struck off for 
want of interest and inattention on their part towards famine work. Bed d 

myself the following members attended more than two-thirds of the n\T 
mgs: Babu Ram Saran Das, M.A., F.A.U. (Honorary Magistrate); Mr Tehun 
girsbaw (Honorary Magistrate) and Lfila Amir Cbaud (Honorary Magistrate) and 
the following gentlemen attended more than two-thirds of the meetings held after 
their appointment: Bnbu Maliabir Parsbad, B.A., and Babu Aglm Ha-ui Khan 
The Chairman granted cheques for payment of money and watched the Ke „e‘ni 
interest of the Fund, and I, as Vice-Chairman, presided at most of tho meetings and 
m addition to my duty of distributing relief in my own circle regulated all the 
famine operations as carefully as I could. The office organized in the middh, 7 
December 1896 was for a very short time in the hands of Babu Balak Ram 9 ° f 
tary, but the distribution of relief as well as supervision of the office was ,„K- ’ 7" 

delegated to Babu Mababir Parsbad, B.A., 2nd Master in the local Coll • o'? 7 

and a graduate of 18 years’ standing, who took it up with active 1 r P 7' &jh °° l 
discharged bis duties cheerfully with admirable promptitude, regularity and dT^f 
Babu Damodar Dae, B.A., Assistant Secretary, helped the committ™ 1 ‘d ,at _ cb - 
the proceedings of the working committee from Urdu into Euclid 1 7 ™ m ! tttw & 
only for a couple of months or so, after which this duty w ** S’ u 77 

** — ft. 
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Shankar Dayalj who discharged his work carefully. The work of distributing 
gratuitous relief was mostly carried on by the following members, and it might 
he said very proudly of them that they performed this charitable work with the 
greatest cheerfulness and regularity: (1) Haji Shaikh Kadir Bakhsh (Honorary 
Magistrate), (2) Babu Agba Hasan Khan, (3) Babu Balak Bam, (4) Lala Amir 
Chand (Honorary Magistrate), (5) Babu Shankar Dayal (Honorary Magistrate), (6) 

Babu Bam Saran Das, M.A., F.A.U. (Honorary Magistrate), (7) Babu Sarju 
Parshad, (8) Babu Baldeo Parshad Kapur, (9) Babu Manoliar Lai, (10) Babu 
Damodar Das, B.A., (11) Lala Sheo Parshad, (12) Beverend J. A. Elliott, (13) 

Dr. Munna Lai, and (14) Babu Mahabir Perskad, B.A. In addition to the above 
members the work of distribution was also entrusted to the following missionary 
ladies and gentlemen who were not members of the working committee : — (1) Miss 
Pontiman, (2) Miss Gault, (3) Miss Hill, and (4) Beverend E. A. Hensley. 

5. The sources which contributed to form the whole amount of the Charitable History of complete 
Belief Eund at the disposal of the working committee were four in number, viz. lbi™RcH°f Fond? _ C ^° rit ~ 
Government grant, municipal contribution, private donations and subscriptions, and - 
the Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund. As noticed in paragraph 3, Bs. 2,500 
were granted by Government and an equal amount contributed by the local munici- 
pality. The amount raised by donations and subscriptions in Fyzabad and Ajudhia 
was Bs. 4,132-8-6. 

The following gentlemen contributed sums of Bs. 50 and over and deserve the 
cordial thanks of the Committee: — Europeans — (1) The Hon’blo Sir John Wood- 
burn, K.C.S.I., Bs. 500 ; (2) F. B. Mulock, Esq., I.C.S., Bs. 200 ; (3) Lieutenant- 
Colonel G. W. Anson, Bs. 200 3 (4) Colonel T. B. Cowie, Bs. 200; (5) Major C. 

Bussell, Bs. 119 ; (6) Colonel A. H. Turner, Bs. 100 ; (7) Colonel G. H. Elliott, 

Es. 100 ; (8) Major E. Gossett, Bs. 100 ; (9) Surgeon-Major J. J. Pratt, Bs. 80 3 (10) 

Beverend J. F. W. Gompertz, Bs. 75 ; and (11) Major B. McCrea, Es. 60. Natives — 

(1) Eai Gokal Chand Bahadur, Bs. 300 3 (2) Babu Shiom Lai Mulliok of Calcutta 
Bs. 150; (3) Ajudhia Estate, Bs. 100; (4) Babu Manohar Lai, Bs. ICO; (5) Babu 
Balak Bam, Bs. 100, (6) Babu Sarju Parshad, Bs. 100, (7) Babu Bam Saran Das, 

M.A., F.A.U., Bs. 60, and (8) Babu Gopal Lai, B.A., Bs. 50. 

For the purpose of collecting donations and subscriptions, the whole rnunici- 
• pality was divided into Eeven wards in charge of 18 members of the working committee, 
of whom Mr. E. Graham (Honorary Magistrate) alone collected Bs. 2,402, which 
amounts to more than half the total sum realized from private subscriptions. The 
major portion of this sum was realized in December 1896, although the contributions, 
chiefly by European gentlemen in the Civil Lines and Cantonments, went on till 
April 1897, after which the receipts were practically stopped. The next gentleman 
who showed a keen interest in collecting dorations was Babu Bam Saran Das, M.A., 

F.A.U. (Honorary Magistrate), who realized Bs. 906-8-0. But the largest source 
of income was the Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund, which swelled our fund 
by Bs. 8,250; the receipts under this head in March and April 1897 being Bs. 1,250 
and Bs. 7,000 respectively. The total receipts therefore (increased by annas four 
on account of cost of a cheque book returned to the Oudh Commercial Bank) come to 
Bs. 17,367-9-6.* 

6. The system of distributing relief began by dividing the municipality into seven nfDistribntfon of pratnlt- 
wards, by races and castes, each member preparing lists of respectable and indigent men, ons^-elief, its system amt 
women, and children for his ward of the different kinds of people entrusted to him, and * n s ’ ~ - 

then submitting them to the committee for investigation by another member. Thus 
the lists were invariably passed for payment only when the committee was satisfied^ 
that a thorough inquiry had been gone through in the case of each. The members 
in most cases made inquiries on the spot and gave ample opportunity to each person 
by verbal or written application to state his oircunf” tances and have justice done him. 

• Fyzafcad city relief account figorce. 
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Tbs nature of doles and 
their subsequent modifica- 
tion*. 


Time of and amount of 
money spent on gratuitous 
relief. 


IIow accounts of various 
monoya havo been kept. 


Tlie condition of parda-nashin women and othor respectable but straying peoplo 
who were ashamed to havo themselves enrolled in the relief lists was secretly enquired 
into by the people of the mohnllas in which they residod, and duo caro was taken to 
pay them their due in a way to preserve their modesty. Again to bring the relief 
within the reach of every person the people of the villages and mohnllas wero required 
to freely report aiay cases they thought desorviug aud then fresh namos wero added to 
the lists on their being found fit. In short every measure was taken to give the 
deserving person his duo aud every facility oifered to mako h>m bring himself “ within 
the reach of suitable relief.” But the system of distributing by castes and wards as 
described above could not in the long run be strictly adhered to, so that in tho ond 
some of the members had castes other than those originally proposed for them. As 
tho number of rooipionts increased month by month tho number of charges or wards 
increased according to requirements. Thus tho number had be jo me double in Sep- 
tember 1897. Tne reliof given by tho committee was mostly in cash, a very littlo 
sum of Rs. 105-8-0 having been spoilt by missionaries in distributing cloth to 285 
persons. The systom of giving relief by money doles proved very “ successful aud 
adapted to the condition of the people” as with it they could purchase just what they 
were most in need of. The committee gave no relief under objujt IV, nor did it 
keep a separate account of orphans coming under object II, as there was no orphan- 
age in the station properly so called under the management of that body. Tno 
amount spent on thorn has therefore been included in object III. 

7. It was first of all proposed to give Its. 2 to each person above 12, and 
Rs. 1-8-0 to each between 12 and 2 per month. But subsequently the doles wero 
divided into four classes, and it was decided that uo family, however large, was to get 
more than Rs. 5 per mensem Class I, Rs. 2-3, Clast II, Rs. 2, Class III, Re. 1, 
and Class IV, Re. 1. 

But as more experience was gained in the work of distribution and tno prices of 
grain began to fluctuate, it was thought that the system of adhering to fixed doles stood 
in the way of doing justice to many families owing to tho peculiar aud varying 
circumstances of each : consequently the amount of doles was for the most part left 
to the descrotion of the disbursing member, although iu a majority of cases the rates 
already fixed coutiuucd unaltered. The maximum and minimum doles, however, 
during the poriod under report were Rs. -1 to Re. 0-1-0, which would give, taking the 
other rates iuto aceouut, au avorago of Rs. 1-8-0 for every man por month, or a little 
more thau nine pies per man per diem. 


8. It was tho 15th of Dccombor 1S96 when tho work of gratuitous relief was 
first started in the municipality. Tho first payment was made on 16th December 
1896 for the second fortnight of that month. Tho fortnightly distribution wont on till 
March 1897, after which it steadily continued monthly till September 1897. Tho 
total number of tioios that tire relief was givou during the poriod under report was 
fourteen and the whole money spent uudor this head was Rs. 12,376-11-0.* Tho 
number of heads of fa'milio3 to whom payments wero made varied from 431 to 1,751, 
but the number of persous relieved by these piy meats, including tho depoudauts 
of each family, ranged betweou 622 and 3,326. Taking, howovor, the figures for 
each mouth, the average of the first and scoand comes to 1,182 and 1,905 respectively. 
Out of 3,326, the total number of souls relieved at the close of Septombor 1897, 
1,056 were Hindus and 2,270 Muhamundans. The number of men, women, and 
children composing the above number was 826, 1,597, and 903 respectively. T ie 
total sum spent aud the number of beads of families relieved by each member of the- 
executive committee is given in Return B, which would show that tho largest number 
of persous was relieved by Hdji Sheikh Kadir Bukhsb and' the next lower by Babu 
Agba Hasan Khan. 

9. The amounts received from various sources were deposited iu the Oudh 
Commercial. Bauk, Ld., under the geaeril head “ Fyzabad Famine Relief Fund,” 
but in tbeoffiae records they, have beep put down under their proper- heads.-, . Under •• 


nicinalTnnno v i r / 1 ” uct r s ro P°rt ^ Fyzabad City Committee, includo Govornmsut and Mu- 
nicipal money, whmb >a excluded from the accounts o£ tho fund. 
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expenditure we spent Its. 500 per month from the Government grant of Rs. 2,500, so 
that this sum was exhausted in May 1S97. But simultaneously with this we continued 
spending the balanco required for each month from the municipal c mtribuf ion and pri- 
vate subscription, a separate account showing tho expenditure of these two not having 
been kept in the office. The latter sum was exhausted in July 1S97, subsequent 1o which 
all expenditure incurred was paid from the money received from the Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund. The nature of relief given by all the three agencies was the 
same throughout, though the expenditure under the three heads was shown separately. 
Thus the money given by Government and that by the Indian Famine Charitable 
Relief Fund were in their operations “ in close touch with each other” as well as 
.separate, and “ the relief administered by the latter fitted in admirably well with 
that given by Government/’ 

10. Out of the total receipts of Rs. 17,867-9-6 as detailed in paragraph 6, 
Rs. 12,376-11-0 Avas spent in gratuitous relief as mentioned in paragraph 8, and 
Rs. 2, GOO Avas paid by the Deputy Commissioner to the Subdmsional Officer for 
distribution under the various heads of disbursement, besides Rs. 484-3-9 made over 
to the Treasury Officer and the Civil Surgeon, Fyzabad for objects I — IV. The 
last item of Rs. SOO-i'2-6 comes under the head of miscellaneous expenditure. 
All this accumulated gives a total expenditure of Rs. 16,261-11-3, leaving a 
balance in the Bank of Rs. 1,105-14-3 at the close of operations. A sum of 
Rs. 8,000 drawn and then refunded by the Deputy Commissioner lias been omitted 
from these accounts, and has been shoAvn in the periodical returns submitted bv this 
office. This Avould give a nominal income and expenditure of Rs. 25,367-9-6 and 
Rs. 24,261-11-3 respectively. 

11. It having been decided by the Local Government of these Provinces 
to close all famine relief operations on the 1st of October 1897, the meeting of the 
Avorking committee hold on that day resolved that the operations of gratuitous relief 
should bo wound up and records all arranged during the mouth of October, and 
that the muharrirs and peon« be dismissed by the end of that month. 

12. Where more than half of the members of tho committee have worked 
with commendable zeal andAvitha proper c onso of responsibility, it is invidious 
to siugle out names for special mention But I cannot conclude this report without 
bringing to the prominent notice of Government f he services of tho folloA\ing 
members, vie: — (1) Balm Mahabir Parshad, B.A., whom I caunof sufficiently 
thauk for the great pains taken by him iu carrying out the Avork of Secretary. 
He also took a great interest in the distribution of doles and attended most of th e 
meetings held during the period of his membership; (2) Haji Sheikh Kadir Bakhsh, 
Honorary Magistrate, for tho very great interest taken by him in the distribution 
of relief so the largest number of Muhammadan recipients and the trouble he took 
in scrutinizing every individual case ; (3) Babu Ram Saran Das, M.A., Honorary 
Magistrate, for assistance in the collection of subscriptions, attendance at most of 
the meetings and general assistance in the distribution of relief; (4) Babu Amir 
Chand, Honorary Magistrate, and Babu Agha Hasan IChan, for attendance at most 
of tho meetings and assistance in the distribution of relief ; (5) Babu Shankar Dayal, 
Honorary Magistral, and Damodar Das, B.A., for assistance in the distribution 
of relief and office Avork ; (6) E. Graham, Esq., Honorary Magistrate, for the assist- 
ance given by him iu the collection of subscriptions from Europeans ; and (7) Balms 
Manoliar Lai and Balak Ram for assistance in the distribution of relief. In con- 
clusion I Avoukl take the liberty- of recording my sense of gratefulness to yourself 
and to our esteemed Commissioner, Mr. F. B. Mulock, for the great interest you 
both have e vinced in fhis“[r hr i i table a\ ork, ai.d for the AAholcsome advice aa ith Avhich 
you have so cheerfully favor red [me ficm the commencement to the close of the 
relief operations here. 

GOKUL CHAND, 


Details of total oipondi 
tura and tha balanco at tU< 
close of operations, 


Winding up of fami 
relief operations. 


Mention of spec 
sorvioos rendered bj a 
inomberof Committee a 
conolusion. 


Vice-Ghaii'ma'n, Famine Relief Committee. 
40 


c 



Serial number.’ 


158 - 


Uktl’un A. 

List of members of the Working Committee. Famine Relief Fund, Fyzabat 
Total number of sittings — '2-1. 


( Colonel G. \V Anson 
* C. A. C. Strcatfeild. K 'l , C.S. 

2 line Gokulchand Bahadur 

3 llabn Mahnbir Prasad, 11. A. 

•1 Jlnbu Item Saran Uaa.M.A. 

5 Hovcrciid J. A. Elliott 

0 l)alm Manohur Lai 

Babu Ilnlak Ham 

Haji Sliafk ICailir Ilakhah 
Sardar Ganpat Ilao 
l’andit I’aiin N.irair. 

11 liabu llaldeo Par.bad Kapur 

12 E. Graham, Ehj. 

13 Mr. Jnliangir.lunv 

A Lala llinda Par.-hail 

5 llabu llaldeo l’arabad, Vakil 

G Dr. Munna Lai 

7 Lala Sarju Parahad 

8 liabu Shankar Dayul 

0 Haji Fair. Muhammad 

0 Lala Shecghulam 

1 Pandit Haul l’arshad 

2 Dr, Asliutosh Bauer ji 

,3 liabu llilmri Lai Mukorji 

1 Sayid Fail Itasul 

3 Lala llishun Lai 

G „ Shco Parahad 

7 Babu Amir Cliand 

8 Kao llagho I'aralud 

9 Lala Dwaika 11.19 

9 liabu Aglnv Hasan Khan 

1 Pandit Gancah Singh 

2 liabu Damodar L),u, 11. A. 

3 21. Babu Ham 



1 Chairmanship of the committee and geilerti •Up.'i 
) of lelief operation*. 

Victi*Ch.itrminfhlp a ml ilDcct ternttoi owf 
vUion oi k1u 7 ojiersiticn*. 

Chariot! oiMcc am! ili»:r!buiinn of rc\Ut. 
Collection or subicnptivHM ami uUtfiltttwn vt 

Ditto ^ ^Uto. 

Distribution uf relief :via 5 ^ of cbv^ur?. 

Secret vrvsbij 1 , collccti&u c( «nl )C.*ipl;os‘.> a&d riuUi 
cf rein f. 

Distribution of gmtuiteu* relief, 

A«si*t,nuco hi the rtvctmw o f joorbe. *.$}<•* 

Sit. 

A»9DUt;ctf in j-ooihiniic and ilUtiiLitlou cf relief. 
Collection of fund. 

SiS. 

Distribute a «f nlwf. Xiiute nianwil am Dt May 
Sit. N-uiic ttiuota! on K*tU Fd 

Kv7. 

D;>tributiuu of relief. 

Collection of~fct;dj» Ami uUtnbulku i ( relief, £ 
oiT ]nth I VI rumy lbt*7. 

AvnlUortihSp cf ucecunt,-. and Uiuributica * f reUcf* 
Sit. X&tr.v refutrVol 1*1 Mr. reii 1M»7* 

Sit. Xatuu retunved 1*1 February IM'7. 
Distribution of relief. Struck off lit iVLriury Iti* 
Sit. Xante rcuioutl ICth February !&*<• 
Supervision of pocrbuuae. 

Ditto and f»>l!cc5lun nf fund*. 

aVi 7. Xume removed l»t February 

Distribution cf relit f. 

AisUtauco in pvorhmw ami distribution of r»IVf. 

Sit. Same jtumvul 10th Fctruary JM'7* 
Collection of fund*. oati.ouwint^ lit IVtrurv 
A«*iaitt::cc in pcorb.ouic ar.il ilDlrtlutiutt uf rdivf. 

Sit. Xante removed Kith April 1X>7. 

As/uUtii SVcrttJrv*hix»nud diitributmn v( rtlUf. 
Sit. 


U OK CL CHAXI), 

riVf*C'd«xfVw«ia» iuMi.ie Rtluf Fund Cituttn 


Return B. 

Statement showing the amount disbursed and the heads of families relieve 
by each distributing officer, with the castes and wards belonging to each. 



Natuo o£ disbursing officer. 


Haji Shaikh Kadir Baklish ... 

Babu Agha Hasan Khan 

Babu Balak Kaiu and Baba 
Malmbir Parahad. 

Babu Aiuir Cliand 

5 Babu Shankar Duyal 

G Mias Fontiman 

7 Lala Sarju Parahad and Babu 

llaldeo Parahad Kapur. 

8 Dr. Munna Lai 


Amount dis- 
bursed. 

Its. a. 

1>- 

2,020 G 

0 

1.G0G 0 

0 

1,307 1 

0 

1,301 0 

0 

1,181 4 

0 

1,100 0 

0 

025 13 

0 

575 0 

0 


Number 
of heads 
of families 
relieved. 


Dacca of people and wards entreat 
to each. 


1,000 Muhammadana in Sahabgnuj and 3 
Darwaia wards. 

1.131 Muhammadans in Chauk nnd Mur 
wards. 

1,103 Hindus and Muhammadans in Ch 
-M mafia, Ajudhla, and Darshann 
wards. 

1,032 Hindus aud Muhammadaus in Ain 
ward. J 

071 Hindus (loner classes) of the whole M 
cipality. 

057- Hindus aud .Muhammadans of the w 

( Municipality. 

Hindus (Agurwnla and other Vaish 
in the whole Municipality. 

All kinds of. indoor patients in tho 
pernary. 
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Return B. 


Statement showing the amount disbursed and the, heads of families relieved by 
each distributing officer, with the castes and wards belonging to each — (coucld.). 


Serial number, j 

Name of disbursing officer. 

! 

Amount dis- 
bursed. 

Humber 
of heads 
of families 
relieved. 

Races of people nnd wards entrusted 

I to each. 

! 

1 

i 

9 

Babu Ram Saran Das, M.A ... 

Es. a. p. , 

5iG 4 0 

3S9 

i 

Hindus (Kajcstbs and Bralimaus) in 

10 

Miss Gault ... «... 

500 0 0 

2 :s 

, Delhi ltarw&zi urud. 

1 Hindus and Muhammadans of Ajudhia 

11 

Babu Dtimodar Das, B. A. ... 

1 4G7 12 0 

517 

and I^zabid. 

I Ditto ditto. 

■•12 

Rai Gokul Chaud Bahadur 

382 4 0 

2S7 

Hindus (Ivhntris and Brahmans) of the 

13 

and Baba Mnnohar Dal. 

Miss Hill 

200 0 0 

101 

whole Municipality. 

Hindus aud Muhammadans of Fyzabad 

14 

Lala Slxco Pnrghad (Lala 

123 0 0 

124 

, aud Ajudhia. p 

Hindus and Muhammadans of Sultan- 

15 

Gauri Shankar). 

Reverend E. A. Hensley ... ' 

(a)100 ' 0 0 

238 

j pur, OcokHli and Rauopali 

Hiudus and Muhammadans of the whole 

>1G 

Reverend J. A. Elliot 

3G 12 0 

73 

Municipality. 

Christians ana Muhammadans of Fyz- 

17 

l’andit Ram Parshnd 

3G 0 0 

24 

ubad City. 

Hindus of Ajudhya. 

18 

Lala Hindu Bur shad 

17 0 0 

5 

Hindus (lower classes) of the whole 


1 

1 

Total 

12.37G 11 0 

i 

Average. 

1,0G1 

Municipality. 

i 


. (a) Price of cloth distributed and not cash. 


GOICUL CHAND, 

Vice-Chairman, Famine Relief Fund Committee. 


The district of Gonda comprises an area of 2,741 square miles with a popu- 
lation of 1,459,000. In the middle of July 1896 the rains being unfavourable a failure ^ 
of crops (Icharif) was expected. The chief crops ou which the district depends are 
maize and rice. The former crop gave an excellent outturn in the Turabganj tahsll 
and was fair in Gonda, heiug very poor elsewhere. The latter, though promising 
in the beginning, was totally ruined by lack of the raius in September and October 
1896. The largest portion of the district area is covered by the Utranla tahsll, 
where this crop is held as the main crop, and utter failure thereof was therefore 
bitterly felt by the rural masses. 


40-— GOKDjk. 

Deputy Commissioner’s 
lottor no. 451, dated 4tb. 
December 1897. 

Receipt no. 1 163. 

Preliminary. 


During the three years preceding 1S96-97 the outturn of the main crops was 
also not good, and consequently the people could not be quite prepared to meet the 
hard times they have had.. However, the scarcity never deepened into famine, and 
• the district was therefore not officially declared as distressed, but was kept under 
observation ; and the classes of people who resorted to relief given were mostly of 
low castes and labourers. The area affected by scarcity out of the entire area of the 
district where relief of all kinds was distributed was 1,231 square miles' with a popu- 
lation of 715,000. Of the excluded area more than half is owned by the wealthy 
Balrdmpur Estate, which looked after its own tenantry without any assistance from 
Government or the Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund. The remaining area was 
in the south and south-west of the district where maize is extensively grown ; the 
crop was almost an average one and sold for high prices, and the rabi harvest was 
also good. 


"When towards the end of the rainy season a failure of harvest seemed to be 
certain, local committees were formed to raise subscriptions for the relief of the 
poorer classes in the form of clothing and distribution of doles, both in cash and 
kind. The Hawftbganj maliSjaiis established a private kitchen, where they almost 


Account o£ organization 
of district system of relief. 



Account of relief act* 
.lially administered. 


■41.— SULTARPUB,. 

Deputy Commissioner's 

Jiith November 1897. 
lieceipt no. 1010. 
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Avith their own funds used to distribute Jchichvi (cooked food) once a day. This - 
was continued for months. The total amount of private subscriptions thus raised 
in the district was its. 7,548-3-9 and the list of , subscribers for each tabsil has 
already been submitted to the Honorary Secretary at Lucknow. The relief was- 
distributed through private subscriptions till March 1897, when the Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund money was received. The first amount that was received’ 
from the Fund was'Rs. 500 through the Commissioner of the division for distribution 
of clothing to needy people. On receipt of the further sums from the Honorary 
Secretary at Lucknow a meeting was held presided over by the Deputy Com- 
missioner as Chairman, with Babu Salig Ram, B.A., vakil, as Secretary. The 
last-named gentleman, aided bv the members- distributed the money under objects 
I and III and duly accounted for it. All possible care was taken to see that 
the relief was given to the most needy people and reached their hands actually. 
The relief" was given in cash as well as in clothing, lots of persons being also- 
fed on such occasions as Jubilee Day, Id, Holi, and Queen’s Birthday. The 
inmates of th e Government poorhouses at Gonila and Utraula were also given 
a Q share of these fuuds in the shape of clothing. The pargaua officers who are full- 
powered Magistrates and members of the Indian and Provincial Civil Services 
were directed to make inquiries for the people who needed clothing and the 
amount was paid through them to the ascertained numbers. 

The relief from the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund money was distri- 
buted under all the objects except II, under which nothing was paid or distributed 
till 31st October 1897. The largest amount spent was under objects III and IV, 
■i.e., Rs. 8,G0S under object III and Rs. 22,922 under object IV, respectively. Thc- 
amount under object III was distributed through the secretary to the local famine- 
relief committee and the tahsflddrs, who used their best discretion in seeing that the- 
money was given to none but deserviug persons ouly. 

For the amount distributed under object IV pargana officers were directed to- 
compile for their respective circles lists of persons who actually needed cattle and 
seed grain, before the actual distribution of the amount; and outlie completion of- 
these lists they personally conducted the disbursements, each payment beiug initialled 
by them. A sum of Rs. 2,o00 was also sent to the Special Manager, Court of 
Wards, Gonda, who adopted the same procedure as the pargaua officers. All the 
disbursing officers were requested to send in periodically the vouchers of the lists of 
payments of the amounts respectively disbursed by them to the sadar to be checked 
aud examined by the Honorary Accouutant (Paudit Jni Lai, Deputy Collector), the- 
Treasury Officer; who has well examined and criticised the accounts submitted. A 
patwdri of mauza Chaudapur in the Turabganj talisil was suspected to have taken- 
a rupee as bribe and was fined Rs. 10 by the Assistant Commissioner. 

In conclusion it- must be noted that the receipt of grants from the Fund was- 
oxtremely appreciated aud most usefully supplemented by the liberal grants directly 
made by the Local Government. The supply of seed and cattle enabled numbers of 
the needy tenants to stick patiently to their mother lands in hope of a change for the- 
better. 

L. H. TURNER, C.S. 


1. Area .— You may take it that scarcity was felt, keenly all over the district 
1,707 square miles— with a population now of about 1,100,000 persons. , All through 
we remained “under observation” only. I should say that pargaua Amcthi the- 
villages along the river Gumti in tabsil Musafirkbdna and Sultanpur, and a small 
tract in the extreme cast on the Azamgarh border, were the portions of the district 
which suffered most. But scarcity and its satellite, famine prices, reigned every- 
where. - ' . ■ 


1G1 


2. Physical conditions. — Pargana Amethi is low-lying and much devoted to 
rice and *“ jarhan.” It was in the natural course of things that it should suffer 
severely. - The Rdja of Amethi also, who owns almost the whole pargana, offered 
practically ; no assistance to the people resident in his immense taluqa. The river 
Gumti runs through the district from north-west to south-east, and much of the land 
alongside it is light aud poor. The extreme east depends largefy on its “ jarhan ” 
crop, aud this of course there too failed badly. 

3. Crops. — Rice is the main autumn staple everywhere aud relatively the most 
important crop of that harvest, although the late sown rice (jarhan) is in parts more 
extensively sown, and more materially valuable. Judr and arhar are grown 
everywhere, and a fair amount of urd, and mothi. Bdjra is a small crop. Indian 
maize is hardly grown at all. Cano is popular in most parts. In the Musafirklitma 
tahsil (north-western portion of the district) it is tabooed, tor curious reasons 
which cannot be discussed here. Sdivan hikes its place there. Indigo is grown 
miscellaneously in three out of the four sub-divisions. In Amethi it is not sown. 
Wheat and barley are always extensive crops. Peas and gram are the main food 
grains grown by the lower castes. Opium and vegetable crops are caviare to thEi 
Murao cultivators, who are found more or less all over the district, here and there. 

- 4. Economics. — Sultdnpur is essentially a rural district. The town wdiich 
gives the district its name boasts a population of some 10,000 souls. There is not 
another town or village within our borders which can muster half that total. At 
least three-fourths of the people rely upon agriculture for their living, and the 
balance is made up of (1) the labouring classes, pure and simple, and (2) all those 
who have other sources of income ( e.g . service, trade, &c.) in about equal proportions, 
Taken all round we are a hardy, thrifty folk, never prone to knuckle under without 
good cause, and able, wo think, to boast of a little more backbone than some of our 
neighbours. The soil is naturally fertile, and has not yet suffered seriously from 
over-cropping. A famine now and then comes as a God-send to avert such a 
catastrophe. There are few native regiments recruited from these provinces, that 
cannot boast a few Snltdnpuris among their numbers. Many is the officer or 
civilian who has grateful memories of a Sultanpur servant. Only a few days ago 
a sub-postmaster in the east of the district, who is good enough to collect foreign 
covers for me from time.to time, sent me those which had fallen into his net within 
the last three months or so. St. Lucia, Natal, the Transvaal, Portuguese India, Fiji, 
British Guiaua, Trinidad, and Hongkong all went to sw r ell the total, a goodly proof 
of how T we wander far afield for sake of gain or bread. In bad times such as came 
upon us with a rush in the fall of 1896, many a sturdy son of the soil puts his knap- 
sack on his sliouldei 4 , and strides off to try and keep the pot boiling on the hob at 
home. 

5. The seasons in 1893-96. — In the two former'years 1893 and 1S94 we were 
far from having any bumper crops. The rains of 1894 were abnormally long aud 
heavy, and there was much flooding wherever such a contingency was possible. The 
rabi following left much to be desired. Insects w T ere troublesome. The outturn was 
often light. The rains of 1895 were far more propitious, and both autumn and spring 
crops were better than for many years before. So we entered on the dismal days of 
September 1896 with fairly light hearts, and a little in hand for a dry day. 

G. The crops in 1896-97. — In June 1896 fair rain fell everywhere but in the 
Amethi pargana, where there was considerable shortage. The rice germinated freely. 
Then came the scanty falls of July. Once more, however, we took heart of hope 
when August ushered in a sfe :dy downpour. Up to the 22nd of that month there was 
no cause for anxiety. It is the August rain that makes the rahl grow, so on that 
score also hopes were high. Then came the pause, and it stayed. A mocking shower 
iu September was all we had to be thankful for till the heavy winter burst in January 


• Winter rice. 

41 


162 


1897 rescued tho vabi, and dispelled out doubts. Taken all round I estimate that 
we bad a five to six nima 3 autumn harvest. Rico, whore irrigated, did fairly, but 
most of us watched our crops drying up before our eyes till it waa too lato to save 
them. “ Jarhan,” the late rice, was tho worst failure of all. Judr was unexpectedly 
good, which is not saying very much for it. Thou came the tug of war, tho struggle 
to get a spring crop sown. There was plenty of seed but it waa selling at fancy prices. 
Up Musiifirkhana way, Munshi Jninti Parshad, Tahsildar, who had a keen recol- 
lection of the 1877-78 scarcity in Rao Bareli, at once promoted sdiuan growing 
on as extensive a scale as ho could, and with marvellous success. Tho top soil was 
like manure, thoroughly ploughed during September, and full of sun-heat and onergy, 
and the outturn of this millet, whorever sown, was unusually prolific. As much as 
20 to 30 maunds per acre and more was realized from it. I am never tired of singing 
the praises of sdwcin as a famine crop, but I must desist lor fear of tiring others. 
By hook or by crook we got 75 per cent, of tho normal rabi area sown, and bar tho 
gram, which was put down out of season, last instead of first, and miserably failed, 
the outturn exceeded our most sanguine expectations. 

7. Organization of relief system . — This district is comprised in four tahsiU 
or sub-divisions. Thcso in turn provide 18 kanuugos’ beats. Each of these was 
constituted a Farnino Relief Circle. Towards the end of November 1S96, 3S sub- 
committees wore formal all over tho district to assist in tho distribution of gratuitous 
relief, and these were used, when occasion arose, ns the media through which charitable 
relief also was afforded. Besides these district coadjutors we had five small sub-com- 
mittees, one for each ward, within tho Municipality, for tho town and neighbourhood. 
Prior to the receipt of assistance from the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fuud, 
we had started a cheap grain shop at headquarters, to which I will refer hereafter, 
and had also arranged for tho supply of clothing and blankets to tho inhabitants of 
our four poorhouses. Tho management of tho poorhouso at Sulhiupur remained all 
along in the hands of Munshi Abdul Karim, Deputy Collector, who was also res- 
ponsible for all relief in and arouud tho town. At other tahsfl headquarters the mtib 
tahsildur usually looked after poorhouso arrangements. Most of the cash doles 
givon to respectable persons iu need of help wore distributed in tho large quasi- urban 
villages of Hasanpur, Dostpur, Kisbni, Satbin, and Isauli. The Subdivisioiial Officers 
(viz. Deputy Collectors in charge of tahslls) personally arranged for this through the 
local sub-committees in those places. Tho procedure adopted in disbursing help 
towards the purchase of grain-seed and plough-cattle was as follows. Patwaris in 
consultation with landholders, lessees, or agents of taluqdars, prepared lists of needv 
and deserving tenaufs. These were cheeked by tho circle officer, and fahsllddr. Tho 
Subdivisional Officer then proceeded to the headquarters of his tahsll and personally 
distributed tho money allotted for this purpose to the recipients in the presence of 
the patwdri and circle officer and landlords too if presold. Tho help rendored by the 
Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fuud to respectable persons was ancillary and sup- 
plementary to that disbursed by Government. But in the matter of seed grain and 
bullocks it stood almost alouo. Our grants for advances for these purposes this year 
were comparatively small, and there was practically little or no overlapping of the two 
agencies in this connection here. 

8. Account of relief actually administered .— The figures in Forma A and B 
afford all the information needed under this head. The total amount collected iu and 
received for this district came to Rs. 72,769-10-9. It was made up as follows •— 


(1) From local subscriptions ... 

(2) From tho Indian Fomina Charitablo Roliot Fund ... 

(3) Miscellaneous ... 

It was all of it spent as under • 

Bs. o. p. 
... 1,030 XX 0 

... 08,700 0 0 
... 27 XC 0 

VO On objoct X 

(2) On object III 

(3) On object XV 

*** ... 

... 

•** Ml 

lb. o. p, 
... 2,032 13 10 

... 8,13-1 12 il 

... 02,000 0 0 
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The number of persons to whom clothing, blankets, &e., were given waB 3,104. 

Extra comforts were provided for 965 persons in our four poorkouses, from 
time to time. During August and September 164 respectable poor persons were 
helped with money doles. Some relief works children were fed daily during part of 
February and March 1897, while distress was most keen; but most relief of this 
kind was done privately out of monies that never passed through the accounts. 
Clothing was given to 518 persons who needed such help though not on the lists of 
those receiving gratuitous Telief from Government. In the month of April and 
October 584 persons were helped through the medium of grain doles. From middle 
of March up to the end of October, money doles were distributed at intervals of a 
fortnight or month to 3,964 respectable poor people, as opportunity offered. 

Over three-fourths of our locally subscribed funds were devoted to the up-keep 
of the cheap grain shop at Sultdnpur. We had a system of tickets in force, the allot- 
ment of which was in the hands of the five ward sub-committees. Their lists were 
revised from time to time. All our grain was bought round the corner in the open 
market. The shop itself was situated in one of the rooms set apart for tahsil chaprfisis, 
and was run in connection with the distribution of Government grain relief, the 
stores for which were kept in the next compartment. We paid for a clerk who kept 
the accounts of both stocks, and of all daily disbursements. A system of tickets of 
different colours prevented the possibility of confusion. Grain was kept all ready 
weighed out in small baskets of tbe value of 2 annas, 4 annas, 8 annas and Ec. 1. We 
found tbis kind of relief to work excellently, and it proved most popular and accept- 
able. It has tbe very groat benefit of not being demoralizing in its results. The 
buyer bas to pay for what be gets. He gets nothing free. It is, cela va sans dire, 
popular with the grain-dealers also, for it means so much more money in their pockets, 
which otherwise would never have found its way into them. It may be urged that 
tbe relief so afforded is very trifling. But every little helps. It will be said that 
arrangements of this kind involve a lot of trouble. Granted. They do. A shop 
like this must be visited and supervised every day. But if the workers are willing 
tbis should not prove impossible. I believe most heartily in self-help. The great 
drawback to our gigantic Famine Belief System is its demoralizing tendency. A 
cheap grain shop pauperizes no one, except tbe subscribers who maintain it. The 
people of the country alike who support and who are helped by an institution of this 
kind appreciate its komoceau properties. 

In all 14,892 cultivators were helped out of the money sent to us from the Indian 
Famine Charitable Belief Fund. To 9,886 help was granted to purchase seed-grain 
for their autumn crop sowings, while 4,549 were enabled or assisted to replace their 
agricultural stock. 

The value of this form of charity canuot be overrated, and I am satisfied that 
it was disbursed with the utmost possible care, and to tbe best possible advantage. 
Our Deputy Collectors looked upon tbis money in the light of a sacred trust, and 
endeavoured by every possible means in their power to see that it reached the right 
persons. 

9. Special ■items of Receipt and Expenditure . — There are none such that have 
not been fully elucidated in tbe prescribed forms of accounts. 

10. Services rendered. —To our four Subdivisional Officers the thanks of the 
district are due for tbe unremitting care they always showed in securing the proper 
use of tbe monies entrusted to them : Chaudhri Mahdrdj Singh, Deputy Collector, 
in charge of the Sultdnpur tahsil; Munshi Muhammad Baqar Khan, Deputy 
Collector, in charge of the Kadipur tahsil ; Munshi Sharafat-ulla, Deputy Collector, 
in charge of the Musdfirkhdna tahsil ; Munshi Hissam-ud-din , Deputy Collector, 
in charge of tbe .4 moth i tahsil. 

To Munshi Abdul Karim, Deputy Collector, I would also place on record 
our sincere obligations.' He was indefatigable at all times and every day in his 
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organization of’ the cheap grain shop and other ' relief of all kinds in and around 
SidWnpur, where the distress was perhaps as keenly felt as anywhere, ow.ng 
number of light properties on tho banks of the Gumti near the town. 

To Pandit Raj Ramin, Deputy Collector, much P raise is duo for the careful 
way In which he kept our accounts. It is at all times a thankless, am o on an 
unacknowledged task. Probably no one but lie who lias to do it knows tho amount 
of trouble and attention that it involves. 

11. Winding up.— We closed our poorhouse at the Sadr early in September, 
so far as Government or Charitable Fund Belief was concerned. It is a permanent 
institution, however, kept up from local subscriptions, and wc maintain 50 poor 
people in it still. Tho Amcthi poorhouse was elosed by the end of August. . IlioaO 
at Kadipur and Mus.'Sfirkliana ceased to exist as soon as tho spring crops carno in, and 
were never reopened. All rolief of overy kind was stayed al the end of September, 
as the new rice crop was in by then, and no further need for help remained. The 
small balance which we had kept over in reserve to help the very poorest cultivators 
to procure seed grain for the coming harvest was duly disbursed to them early in the 
mouth of October, thus finally concluding all operations under tho a gh> of tho Fund 


this district. 


F. W. I5ItOWA T IiIGG, O.S. 


In forwarding the final report on tho working of t ho Fund in tins dis- 
trict, I have much pleasure in bringing to your notice tho valuable services ren- 
dered by Pandit Kishan La!, tho Honorary Secrotary of the Local Relief Committee. 
Ho has from the first devoted a great deal of time and trouble to the management of 
the funds placed at the disposal of tho local committee and 1ms rendered every 
assistance in his power. My cordial thanks are due to him. My share of the work 
was light : the main portion of it fell on Pandit Kislutu Lai’s shoulders. Thanks, 
are also duo to Saiyid Kurban AH, Munsif of Partabgarh, who gave great help in 
distributing the rolief, and also to Babu Bhajan Lai, Doputy Collector, who acted ;is 
Honorary Accountant of the Fund. Tho willing way in which all, and especially 
the above-mentioned gentlemen, gave their services is worthy of high commendation. 
R&ja Partab Bahadur Singh, the chairman of tho committee, has, as usual, 
shown his liberal spirit, both by subscribing to the general fund of tho district and 
also by the direct distribution of relief. I wish there were moro tuluqditrs like him 
in the district. 

W. R. TUCKER, 

Deputy Commissioner. 


Report by the Honorary Secretary, Local Committee, Partdbgarh. 

-The whole area ot the Partabgarh district, comprising 923,5-12 acres, was 
aliected by famine. Ihceileetot the famine was felt equally in every part of tho 
district. 


2. The estimated state of the standing crop of each tahsil was made by different 
officers and they corresponded so nearly that it may bo said that the state of « (lairs 
was the same throughout the district, and there was no largo area in which any p rrti- 
cular crop had been more damaged ‘than in the rest of the district The crop wind 
had suffered most was tho rice, which is the most important of all the kharij crop 
and occupies nearly 154,000 acres. The larger part of this district das unde: 
jarhan or transplanted rice which had altogether withered up and practically -jv. 
no outturn at all. The rest was the early rice which was damaged by the break it 
the rains at the oud ot J uly stud gave an insignificant outturn. 

The two crops which came next in importance were judr aud bdjra with o 
Without arhar. The early cessation of the rains had naturally damaged, tho forme: 



, ) m til 

imDra thin the litter as it ripms liter. T,ue jnlsesanl r nAh yrere mire eriously 
injure 1 and their outturn spas very poor. ,In short the only food crops svliieh had 
produfted anything were manduct, kakun, and mixed Indian-corn. , 

The rabi was, however, a far better crop thin the kharif and was perhaps better 
than iu miuy other districts. The late sown crops were damag'd to s imp extent by* 
the blowing of hot westerly winds in February 1897. The early-sown crops in 
which the seed hod formed were not affected. The outturn varied from 8 annas for 
sugarcane, peis and masur to 13 annas for birra (gram and birley) and gojai 
(wheat and birley). Arhdr yielded a 10-anna crop and wheat and birley 11 annas 
each. 

3. The state of the people throughout the district was most serious. They had 
been considerably impoverished by a succession of poor seasons, and before they could 
recover from the effects of them this calamity fell upon them. The effect of the 
scarcity was more seriously felt than the one in 1877-78 as flic latter was one bad 
year after good ones, while the former was a worse one after a series of bid ones. Old 
women were seen every where gathering grass seeds from which they extracted a 
scanty meal. 

4. At about the close of October 1898 a meeting was convened to form a com- 
mittee to supervise the miuagemeut of the poorhouSs and to advise and assist the 
Collector in the management thereof. A meeting was again held to raise subscriptions 
for the purpose of supporting the poor and the needy. Liberal subscriptions amount- 
ing to Rs. 3,477-8-0 were received. Out of this subscription money Rs. 1,046-5-0 
was spent before the Charitable Relief Fund was constituted in supplying clothing to 
the inmates of the pooxhouses. The remaining sum of Rs. 2,431-3-0 was amalga- 
mated with the Fund (bide Local Committee’s Resolution, dated 3rd March 1897). 
The total receipts from the Mansion House Fund amounted to Rs. 57,450. Thus a 
total sum of Rs. GO, 927-8-0 was at the disposal of the local Charitable Fund Committee. 
Out of this sum Rs. 59,597-11-4 in all was speut up to 31st October 1897 under the 
following objects. Rupees 281-2-8 more were speut after the end of October and the 
balance Rs, 1,068-9-0 was remitted to the Honorary Secretary, Executive Committee, 
Allahabad : — 


Condition cf tha people. 


Organliation of dtrtri t 
system of relief. 


Under object 

I 


Rs. a. p, 
... 5,789 10 5 

Ditto 

II 

• •• 

17 8 3 

Ditto 

III 

• ••• 

... 2,094 6 0 

Ditto 

IV 

• • • • • 

... 51,511 15 9 

Miscellaneous 

• 

.. 

184 2 11 



Total 

... 59,597 11 4 


' The expenditure under object I was devoted to the following purposes:— 

(1) Giving better food in poorkouscs. 

(2) Clothing inmates of poorhouses. 

(3) Washing and shaving charges of poorhouses. 

(4) Supplementing the Government dole of gratuitous relief. 

The relief under heads 1, 2, and 3 was given through officers In charge of poor- 
houses, through subdivisions! officers and through a few members who were entrusted 
with this work by the committee. Saiyid Kurban AH, Munsif, and Saiyid Ahmad 
Husain, Subordinate Judge, took an active pirt in this work. For the purpose of 
supplementing Governmant doles in gratuitous relief a sum of Rs. 2,053-9-9 was made 
over by the Committee to the Deputy Commissioner, with the request that be would 
kindly have this amount distributed with the Government dole through the distributors 
under liis own management, and forward an account of the amount spent weekly. 
This was properly done and the accounts thereof received punctually an 1 properly. 

Object II . — The expenditure under this head was made after the close of the famine 
in the district. When the poorhouses in the district were closoi and orphans removed 
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to the dispensary it was proposed that these orphans be supported for three months.. 
' from the savings of this Fund and they were snpported for about a month from the 
' Fund, when the Government took charge of the orphans and ordered that the or phans 
should be supported from Government funds. A sum of Rs. 17-8-3 was thus spent 
before October 31st in supporting the orphans. The number of orphans was 18, 
Of these two were taken charge of by eo-religionists and one has died. 

Object III .— Eupees 2,094-6-0 was spent in relieving respectable persons. The 
distribution of doles was made through the subdivisional officers Pandit Eaghbar Dial 
*Misra and Shaikh Kefait-ullab, members, and Pandit Kisben Lai Misra as the 
Secretary of the Fund. The two members voluntarily undertook this work and 
arranged to distribute the doles properly, and the sincere thanks of the committee 
are due to them. 

Object IV .— On receipt of letter No. 88, dated 31st March 1897, from the Honorary 
Secretary, Executive Committee, the local committee, in its resolution, dated 9tli April. 
1897, resolved that the money proposed to be distributed to cultivators and other arti- 
zans be made over to the Deputy Commissioner. The Deputy Commissioner on 
receipt of this proposal issued orders directing the tahsild£rs to have the list of the 
cultivators actually in need of relief prepared through the patwdris, .who were 
ordered to have each entry verified by the zamlnddrs or taltiqddrs of the villages. , 
On receipt of these lists in the office they were checked and sent to the sub- , 
divisional officers with the money for distribution. From these lists a register was 
prepared by each subdivisional officer on which the receipts of the recipients were 
taken together with two witnesses and kept in the office as vouchers in support of 
the charges. The whole amount thus distributed was given only to cultivators for 
cattle and seed. Nothing was paid to artizana as it did dot appear that they were in 
need of relief. 


Miscellaneous . — A sum of Es. 184-2-11 was spent towards establishment and 
contingencies ; on the commencement of the operations the following establishment 
was entertained,: — 

One clerk at Ks. 15 per mensem. 

Allowance to District Board’s Clerk Bb. 10 per mensem. 

One peon at Es. 5 per mensem. 

But subsequently on a suggestion from the Provincial Committee that the expendi- 
ture on establishment was high, the services of the peon were dispensed with and the 
allowance was discontinued. Thus the only expenditure charged to the Fund was 
the pay of a clerk. The District Board’s clerk and peon gave their services without 
remuneration. 


of tlwlo. 


5. The committee was constituted of the following gentlemen 


(1) Edja Partab Bahadur Singh ... 

(2) Pandit Kashen Lai Misra 

(3) Rdja Rampdl Singh 

(4) Eai Madho Parsad Singh ... ,, 

(6) Thakur Raghu Nath Singh ... 

(6) Thakur Suraj Narain Singh ... ... 

(7) Khan Bahadur S. Ahmad Husain Khan .. 

(8) Ldla Payag Din 

(9) Sheikh Kifait-ul-lah 

(10) C. E. Crawford, Esq. 

(11) Saiyid Ahmad Hussain 

(12) Mir Qurban Ali 

(13) Pandit Raghubar Dial Misra... 

(14) M. Munna Lai ... 


Chairman. 

Secretary. 


}• Members. 



... Secretary. 
...^Members. 
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(1) C. E. Crawford, Esq. . . 

(2) Pandit Kislien Lai Misra... "* Chazrman ‘ 

(3) Pandit Eaghubar Dial Misra 

(4) Sheikh Kifait-uIIah ... 

(5) M. Munna Lai 

••• ••• ^ ^ 

Mr. Crawford, as chairman of the working committee , i 

” the work, and it was through his viable J vice ‘ ’ ° fc * k “» “Wrest 

get through the hard work ; and I am in duty bound tn ^ 1 ?° Ud mana 2 e to 

to him. I may add that he subscribed Es 175 to the f /°'! ^ ^ beartfelt tlmnks 
mittee. When Mr Crawford was In f !, ^ at tbe dis P 05 * 1 of the com- 

Deputy Collector, was elected as a memberTfthfgTnerd comrnm ^ ^ ^ 
the working committee. Babu Bhajan Lai was all the Hon chairman of 

managed the accounts very minutely and carefuUv and d 7 Acco «ntant. He 

neconnte being kept in Z efficient Z27 WheT l “f T“‘ f ” tte 
Maulvi Abdul Ghaffar Demitv fVillnet . was trans f erre d to Gouda 

his being the Treasury Officer and also* ^ ^ ^ Accountant '> but owing to 
hardly find much time^to^thivote to^the honoro^^work^cast h ' 

cheerfully did all the work that was laid before him Out f «“* IWver be 
Eampal Singh took no share in the committee’s working d member3 ’ Ed J a 

He may have helped the poor in some other ‘ t TtT contribution. 

chairman of the general committee, munificently contributed* to “ , Ur SlUgh ’ the 
Es. 2,500, the largest amount subscribed in the district H e a ° « ‘ ° f 

in many other ways also. He promised and lent Z ’ T Committee 

the poor residing in his estate under object I, dltributb^clotl * ^ Jr," 0 ?* ^ 
private purse. The ndble Etija deserves the thanks of tl § d ° IeS fr ° m blS 

and excellent work of charity. Shaikh Ahmed Hi" • w! C ° mmitfee for this worthy 
ihongb unable ,» ailend meetings 

what he could towards the fund nnd f„„i- , . , g m-health, contributed 

cloth to the poor. The late lamented Ea"i Madhl” PilsadH ^ ^ 

• bed owing to a severe attack of paralysis to which he *“ gb was fi0I,fine(1 to 

the commitlec beyond distributing ,1c 1 “ b 'IT ' ' CMld ^ 

T! , The remaining members of Z ltZ7!nZlT ^ 

their power in the work. ‘ 013 °f assistance in 

Babu Shyam Lai, the District Board clerk has i ,i- . 

clerical work of the committee, specially the keeuin/im f J * dlScharged a11 the 

been recommended for consideration in recognition^ h' P °- h ° a ^ !0UI,ts - He has 

has also worked well. recognition of his services. The special clerk 

In conclusion, I beg to state that I shall be wanting in duty if T Ml ; • 

place to express the gratitude of the committee to the District oZ ^ 

Mr. ~W. R Tucker, for t b, pron.pt and valunbie nssSS e I ,e“ dared 
way possible, though at no small personal sacrifice. He was ever ? 

out of the difficulties thrown in my way in the discharge of the oner 7 °, P me 
sible duties thrown on me. ous an< ^ respon- 

EISHAN LAL MISEA, 

honorary Secretary, Local Relief Committee. 

The district of Bara Banki is bounded on the north-enoi i n m 

southern part is tro-ersed by the Gumti. There are no ‘ ' 7 G ° S “' Ihe 

uteansuf irrigation. A, eng the Gogra the eh £ t 

is the principal crop of the district. The other f ’ lcb 111 f ac ^ 

b&jra, and maize in the kharif and wheat and peas i n the Xif The^h "‘f*™’ 
ts the larger of the two. The in, abitnnt, „ e ntostly agrieuitniists ^r £Z,7J! 
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labourers whose mainstay is the ' kharif produce. Generally, they subsist upon their 
kharif crop throughout the year and pay their rents and provide other necessaries 
for themselves from the produce of ’the rabi crop. Thero is no largo trade or 
industry capable of giving employment to a large number of people. No «p«oial 
custom of immigration' exists among' the people. Tho famine affected the whole of 
the district, the most affected parts "being Dowa”"md Knrsi- in the west, Nnw&bgnnj 
in the south and Haidargarh and Subehain tho so’ulh- west. Tho tnhstl of Sanehighiit, 
which stretches along tho Gogra, suffered comparatively little. It includes a large 
portion of tardi where the rice crop did not suffer so much as elsewhere and is 
traversed throughout its entire length by tho Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway, render- 
ing communication easy. 

2. The crops obtained during three years preceding the cold weather ot 1896-97 
were the ordinary crops of the district mentioned above, but the produce was o.i the 
whole somowhat below the average, and even beiore the cessation ot rains in tho latter 
part of August 1896 the prices of food graius were higher than usual. Hot westerly 
winds followed close upon tho cessation of rains and tho crops, which wore hitherto 
hopeful, withered owing to want of moisture. The rice crops, the principal produce 
of the district, was almost an entire failure except in the tarfii, whoro it was bettor, 
and the other crops — juar, Jcodon, maize and bajra — gavo , a very small produce. 
The averago produce of the kharif crops may be pnt down at between 4 and 5 annas 
in the rupee. 


3. As saou us signs of distress beeame visible a meeting of raises and taluqdfvrs 
was held at Bam Banki so early as 9th September 1896, and they were induced to 
help thoir tenantry. Subscription lists wore opened and money began to oome in, 
while men in need of relief who were fit for work were sent on test works opened 


from Government money, poorhouses wero opened with tho aid of subscription money 

lor the reception of beggars and indi- 


Namo of poorhouso. 

Data of 
opening. 


Data of 
closing. 


Naw&bgunj 

2Gth Oct. 

’9G 

31st Aug. 

’07 

Fntalipur 

19tli l)cc. 

■9G 

20th Aug. 

’97 

Bahraraghit 

21th I)cc. 

’9G 

21 st Feb. 

’97 

Kursi 

19th Dec. 

’90 

20th Feb. 

’97 

SanehighJtt ... 

19th Dec. 

■90 

18 th Ang. 

’97 

Haidargarh 

2-lth Oct. 

’96 

13th Ang. 

'97 

Kadanli ... 

1st Nov. 

’90 

23rd Jan. 

'97 

Zaidpur ... 

1st Jan. 

’97 

23rd Jan. 

’97 

the last to be closed 

. On the 15th December 


gent 
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persons. Tho annexed table 
gives tho dates of opening and closing 
of poorhouses in this district. When 
one poorhouso was closoil its inmates 
wore transferred to anothor poor- 
house. Tho Sadar poorhonsc was 


circlos corresponding with the supervisor kdnfingos circles for the rolief of tho poor 
and respectable persons and parda-naishins, and twenty-two sub-committees were 
formed for the administration of rolief in towns as per table given bolow : — 


Sub-Committees. 


TaliBil Nawubganj — (1) Zaidpur, (2) Satrikh, (3) Rusauli, (1) Nawdbgauj, 
(5) Masauli, (6) Dewa,J(7) Bara Banki. 

Tahsil Fatehpur— (8) Bado Serai, (9) Hazratpur, (10) Rdmhagar, (11) Fatek- 
pur, (12) Kursi, (13) Kintoor. 

Tahsil Sanehighdt — (14) Tikaitnagar, (15) Rndauli, (16) Aliabad, (17) Ichauli, 
r(lS) 3tfowai,r(19) Dariabad. 

Tahsil Haidargarh — (20) Haidargarh, (21) Subeha, (22) Sidhaur. 

Relief in the form of cash for food and clothiug or for clothing only in villages 
was distributed through supervisor kandngos and in the towns through the sub- 
committees. No grain was distributed except once in Sanehighat. The scope of 
operations for the 'sub-committees and supervisor kamingos having been defined tho 
two agencies' did .not clash, with each other. Orphans were kept in poorhouses and 
looked after along with the other inmates. The distribution of relief under object 
IV was carried out entirely through subdivlsional officers and the Special Manager- 



169 


-of the Court of Wards. List of tenants 'deserving of aid under this object were 
originally prepared by supervisor kandngos under the supervision of the tahsfddrs 
and cheeked personally by the subdivisional officers. Money under this object 
was distributed by the subdivisional officers at the tahsll headquarters. The beggars 
and indigent persons as well as orphans had eight poorhouses opened for them at all 
suitable places in the district. 

4. There were 22 sub-committees and 19 circle officers for the distribution of' 
relief under object III. The circle officers prepared the lists under object IV, also 
having taken into consideration the circumstances of all needy cultivators in their circle. 
It will thus be seen that the chain of agency for the distribution of relief under each 
of the four objects was complete, and that it was so distributed throughout the district 
that relief was easily within reach of any one needing it. Although the agencies 
for the administration of relief given by Government and that given from the 
fund were the same, great care was taken that the two systems of relief were not mired 
up. In the case of poorhouses the cost of construction or fitting up poorhouses was 
borne entirely by the fund except for three of them, i.e. NawtLbganj, Behramghdt 
and Fatelipur, for which Government money was expended. Until the receipt of 
Government aid all expenditure in poorhouses, including maintenance of paupers, aud 
of establishment, &c., was paid for by the fund, after which the expenditure from it 
was limited to objects other than the feeding and the cost of establishment, which were 
borne by Government. Clothing to poorhouse inmates was supplied entirely from 
the fund money. Orphans were dealt with along with other inmates, and on the 
closing of the last poorhouse at Nawdbganj they wore transferred to the permanent 
poorhouse of this district and a contribution made to that institution for their support 
from Fund money. 

5. Under object III relief from the Fund was administered only before the 
Government relief began and after it had ceased. Except once in April, the two 
systems of relief did not work simultaneously. Even in the one case mentioned above 
money for distribution had been advanced long before, but it was actually disbursed 
in April. This is a small sum amounting to Rs. 39-6-0. 

6. Under object IV the whole of the relief was, since the receipt of remit- 
tances from the Provincial Fund, administered from Fund money. The two forms 
of relief did not overlap each other, and the Fund money was disbursed solely for 
its legitimate purposes and for purposes of relief of all sorts before Government 
aid was given or after it had ceased. 

7. The statement accompanying this report will show the several kinds of 
relief given from the Fund. These comprise under object I — (a) olothing, including 
blankets, and cash for clothing, both in and out of poorhouses ; ( b ) rations and 
comforts to the inmates of poorhouses before Government aid was given; (c) cash 
to persons discharged from poorhouses to meet expenses on the way to their homes; 
(d) contribution to permanent poorhouse for the maintenance of orphans; (e) cash 
aud grain to respectable poor and parda-nashins ; (/) money gifts to artizans and 
others; {g) money gifts for cattle and seed to cultivators; {h) gifts of cattle to 
cultivators. 

Besides the above general objects, money amounting to Rs. 35 was given to two 
ekkawalds to enable them to purchase ponies for their ekkas and earn their livelihood, 
and a sum ofRs. 4-2-6 was spent in giving a decent burial to a person of respect- 
ability. Each and all of these forms of relief were suitable to the particular cases 
where they were adopted, and the scope of the operation of these forms of relief 
extended over the whole district, and as explained above, the agencies were so dis- 
tributed that suitable relief was within the roach of every person in need of it. 
Under object IV the lists of tenants deserving relief were personally scrutinized 
bv the subdivisional officers and relief waB refused where it was not found needed, 

1 AO 
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Some of the tenants owing, to caste prejudices refused to take charity or returned * 
the amount they had received. This money was given out to other deserving 
persons. - ' - 

Besides the subscriptions realized locally and the money received from the Pro- 
vincial Committee, a sum of Es. 858-2-1, which was in hand on account of Shagoou 
Fund, a Fund created in the district for annual shows, was transferred to the Famine 
Fund and is in'oluded in the total of local subscriptions. The relief operations were 
wound up on the .31st October 1897. The district committee was dissolved by a . 
formal vote on the 27th September 1897. ... 

(c) Among the persons who have rendered special services 1 may be mentioned 
the names of Babu Jiva Ram, Superintendent of the Nawtibganj poorhouse, and 
Babu Girja Pershad, Secretary of the poorhouse committee, Nawdbgauj. These- 
gentlemen are pleaders and they perform the work allotted to them cheerfully and 
zealously even at the sacrifice of their practice. Pandit Suraj Narain, Subordinate 
Judge, presided over the Nawabgauj relief committee and gave much time and care- 
to the supervision of relief. 

The brunt of supervision outside the town fell ou the officers of the district staff 

noted on the margin. It was largely due to their efforts that 

K. Aziznddin Ahmad the money for re-establishing ruined cultivators was distributed 
P. Bbawani Putt Joahi , XT j 

s. Muhammad Husain, with such success. The Tabsuddrs P. Ilidar .Nath, M. Nand 

B. BaU Nath'perahad. Kishore, M. Kamta Parshad, M. Abdul Aziz, and M. Sidik 
Ali Khan also gave efficient assistance. Great • help was also 
given by Shaikh Haidar Husain, landowner of Fatehpur, and Lala Hazari Lai, mer- 
chants of Haidargarh, who superintended the poorhouses at those places* Finally theQ 
committee was much indebted to Babu Tulsi Ram, Deputy Collector and Honorary 
Accountant, for his careful supervision of the accounts and correspondence connected 
with the administration of the fund. 

W. H. MORELAND, C.S. 

■ ■ ■ ■■■*> 

Appendix F. ' 

REPORT ON THE EXAMINATION AND REVIEW OF THE INDIAN 
FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND ACCOUNTS, NORTH- 
WESTERN PROVINCES AND OUDH. 

To — The Honorary Secretary to the Provincial Executive Committee, 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, Allahabad. 

Dated Allahabad, the 22nd December 1897. 

Sir, 

As directed in paragraph 2 of letter No. 1605, dated the 31st August 1897, 
of the Vice-Chairman and Honorary Secretary, Central Executive Committee, Indian 
Famine Charitable Relief Fund, Calcutta, I have the honor to submit the following 
report on the examinatiou and review of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund 
accounts of these Provinces. 

2. The results of the examination of the accounts of each district have been 
communicated in detail in the weekly extracts from my audit diary, and the report 
therefore deals with the general r emarks applicable to the accounts as a whole and 
-with the chief irregularities detected in individual districts. 

3. In accordance with the instructions of the Provincial Executive Committee 

l. Allahabad. ii. Lucknow. the accounts of the districts specified in the margin. 

3, abansi. 13. shdhjahanpur. havR been examined. The total expenditure in- 

curred in these districts comes to Rs. 39,13,084 out. 

of the total expenditure of *Rs. 48,28,512 incurred 
from the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund 
in these Provinces. My examination ■ therefore 
covers' about 81' per cent, of the total charges, 

* This was the approximate figure given in the preliminary returns np to 3]st October 1897. 


5. Cawnporc. 
G. Julaun 

7. Hanurpur. 

8. - Ratehpur. 

9. Mirzapur. 
101 Gorakhpur. 


16. Rae Bareli. 
1G- (Jartabgarh. 

17. Sultanpur. 

18. Fyzabad, 

19. Jaunpur. 
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and its results may be fairly extended to the operations of the Indian Famine Chari- 
table Relief Fund throughout the United. Provinces. 

4. Confining my remarks to the objects of the examination defined by the Gov- 
ernment of India in paragraph 4 of their Famine Department letter no. dated 

the 18th August 1897, 1 may say (1) that there was not a single district' visited by 
me where accounts of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund had not been kept 
in some shape or other, in the greater number of cases methodically and systemati- 
cally, and in the rest tolerably fairly, excepting Agra and Gorakhpur, where the 
accounts were not well kept up on the whole ; (2) that ignoring stray individual cases, 
an efficient check was exercised over the expenditure met from the Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund ; and (3) that the Fund money -was without any appreciable 
exception expended on the prescribed objects of the Fund. 

5. The agency employed for carrying on the operations of the Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund was not generally accustomed to methodical maintenance 
of accounts: but actuated by a sense of responsibility and the great trust placed in 
them, as also by the pressure of requisitions for periodical accounts issued by the 
Provincial Executive Committee, the almoners and distributors were generally 
careful to keep the accounts of the disbursements up to date, and distribution lists and 
vendors’ vouchers were in the greater number of cases promptly submitted when 
they were asked for in connection with the examination of the Charity Fund 

accounts. 

6. The greater portion of the Fund money was devoted in these Provinces, as 
elsewhere, for object IV, and this was the most important item in the examination 
of the-Fund accounts. Out of the total sum of *Rs. 35,38,404 spent in these Provinces 
uiider this head, the expenditure of Rs. 29,13,062 came under my review and was 
proved in full, with the exception of some items, by distribution lists. In these 
cases the non-production of the lists was invariably due to their having being in use 

-at the time of the examination of the accounts, excepting those of the Kalpi relief 
circle of the Jalaun district, where no distribution lists had been regularly kept. 
Rough distribution notes and tickets and a certificate of distribution by the almoner 
were, however, furnished in proof of the distribution there also. 

7. The chief irregularity, found in almost all the districts visited by me, was 
in connection with the computation of persons relieved under head III. Where 
families had been relieved by cash, doles, all the members receiving the doles, instead 
of the head of the family, were counted as separate units. The prevalence of this 
erroneous method of computation was I think due to the instructions on this point 
having been received late from the Central Executive Committee. Misclassification 
of charges was also in some instances detected : but the amounts involved were not 
large, and they were in almost all cases rectified in the final statistical returns. 

8. In some districts officers on tour were directed by the District officers to 
verify from the actual recipients the distributions made to them for object III by 
the subordinate district staff. One or two defalcations of small amounts were, I was 
informed, detected, and duly dealt with by the local authorities. I did not, however, 
take any r action in such matters, as my examination was confined to documents and 
accounts produced before me, and if they were correct and regular no further stops 
were needed. 

9. The remarks recorded below show the chief irregularities detected in the 
district accounts: — 

Agra.‘ -(a) Thef credits of local subscriptions amounting to Rs. 150, realized in 
November and December 1696, were not traceable in the cash accounts; ( b ) some o: 
the object IV distribution lists were very badly drawn up, without any totals, anu 
in one of them there was a J deficit of Rs. 120. 

* This nas the npproxinin te figure giten in the preliminary returns up to 31st October 1897 • 

■f This has since been Mill bi nitorily explained. The contributions mentioned were m rea.i.v not 
money subscriptions to the Fund. 

J Receipts since obtained for this. 
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Retort of the operatic,,, of the Fund after the 31 at of October 1897 in the 
i> orth- It cstern Provinces and Oudh. 

UPON- the 31st of October 1897 the balance in the binds of the Committees 
n these Provmces amounted to Rs. 8,22,433-11-0. Rupees 76-10-0 was returned to 
the Cental Committee on the 27th of November. District Committees received fur- 
ther subscriptions amounting to Rs. 1,873-14-1, and Rs. 3,560-15-8 was received 
from sale of thread and manufactured cloth : the total sum at the disposal of the rZ- 
mittees after the 3lst of October being thus Rs. 3,27,79]-14_<i. 

Only the following remittances were made to districts by the Provincial Commit 
tee after the 3lst of October 1897 ' ommit- 


(a) For purchase of quinine to— 
PilibMt 

Muttra ... 

Partibgarh ... 

(b) For the poorhotise to — 
Allahabad 

(c) For support of orphans to — 

Allab.ibad 
Gorafcbpur 
Unao ... 

(d) For pay of establishment to— 

Allahabad 


Its. a. 
1,177 11 
135 14 
78 8 


1,500 

540 

*>o 


It 


1 

1 2 
0 O 


Total 


Ita. 


1,302 


270 0 5 


2,107 2 11 


18 12 0 
3,843 1 6 


On the other hand refunds, amounting to Rs. 1,53,237-2-6 were received" W 
District Committees by the Executive Committee, while the North-Western Provinces 
and Oudh Branches also paid in their closing balances, Rs. 19,156-13-6 and 
Rs. 12,111-1 1-2 reflectively. In the statement of receipt- given in Form D four com- 
mittees, vie. those ot Agra, Lucknow city, Lucknow district, and Fyzabad, are shown 
as having a minus quantity of total receipts. The meaning of this is that they received 
after the 3lst oi October 1897 refunds of sums originally riiown as expended and 
they were thus able to return to the Provincial Committee sums larger than ’their 
closing balance on the 31st of October 1897. The net amount expended from the 3lst 
of October 1897 to the .-lo-c of operations was Rs. 63,S07-10-4. Rupees 1,288-14-6 
of this was expended in miscellaneous charges by the Provincial Commil to rand its 
branches. The remaining R«. 02,51S-11-10 was expended in districts in the follow- 
ing manner: — 

Object I ,U “• P - 

Ditto II 
Ditto III 


Ditto IV 
Slisiellaneou* 


••• ... 9,631 13 2 

••• ... 12,128 II 5 

(net rofnnd) — 70 14 0 

... 27,035 11 0 

... 13,430 0 O 


Total 


G2.518 II 10 


It has not been thought necessary to prepare for this sum a statement in Form 
B similar to that which accompanies the report of the operations up to tho 3lst of 
October 1897. The following is a brief account of tho principal items comprised 
under each of the heads: — 

Object /-—The largest entries which go to make up the sum of Rs. 9,634-13-2 
are as follow: — 

Rs. a. p. 

I J, hbMt ... ... ... 1.G22 0 5 


Cawnporc 
Bfinda ... 
Mirzapnr 
Bara Bank! 


1,761 4 4 
3,397 3 

1,281 11 1 
312 G 4 


Hie expenditure in PiJiblift was on account of quinine, which had already been 
received and distributed. I hat in Cawnporo was spent upon the infirmary in winch 
number of famine patients continued to bo supported. In Banda the expenditure 
was mainly in valedictory doles to persons in poorliouses and in paying bills for 

45 
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previous periods. In Alirxapur, as m Cawnpore, a number of famme patients 
remained in an infirmary. The greater part of tho expenditure m Bara Banki was 
for quinine. Against Fyzabnd there is a minus entry under this heading of 
Rs. 516-15-3. This is due to a refund received from tho Government ot charges 
incurred in building a poorhouso which were originally met from the Fund. Tho 
statistics of numbers relieved under this heading can be obtained with sufficient 
accuracy from the fortnightly returns for the period ending tho loth and 30th of Novem- 
ber, and the 15th and the 31st of December, which have already been furnished to tho 
Central Committee. 

Object II . — The principal items going to make up tho total of Rs. 12,428-11-5 
under this heading are sums of Rs. 2,314-15-11, Rs. 1,277-13-3, and Rs. 568-7-3 
respectively in Allahabad, Gorakhpur, and Hardoi, which were required for the sup- 
port of orphans pending their distribution to orphanages under Government orders ; . 
and the large sum of Rs. 7,833, which was paid by tho Cawnpore Local Committee to 
a Hindu orphanage at Cawnpore in a lump sum at tho close of operations in pursuance 
of a resolution passed in July 1897 to mako that orphanage a monthly allowance 
at Rs. 2 per orphan from August 1896 onwards till tho orphans could support 
themselves. All tho remittances made by tho Provincial Committee to the Cawnpore 
district were entirely used up in relief given in the district outside the city ; all the 
expenditure in tho city was made from the largo local subscriptions of the' place ; 
and the balance (Rs. 32,170-6-4) on the 31st of October 1S97 consisted entirely of 
local subscriptions. The Provincial Committee was therefore unablo to control the 
Local Committee’s expenditure in this respect. 


Object III . — The only amounts to be noticed as going to mako up the net 
refund of Rs. 70-14-6 under this head are the following sums : an expenditure of 
Rs. 1,997-2-6 in the Bduda district in payment of charges previously incurred, and 
refunds in the Agra and Allahabad districts of Rs. S85-4-11 and Rs. 1,988-0-1 
previously shown as expended. 


Object IV . — The distribution of funds under this object had not been entirely 
completed or brought to account in the districts of Fnrukhabad, Baud a, Allahabad, 
and Hardoi on the 31st of October. These districts thereforo show charges 
amounting to Rs. 821-0-9, Rs. 9,204-8-0, Rs. 6,334 and Rs. 11,420-12-0 respectively 
under this head. On the other hand Rs. 1,000, shown as expended in Lucknow 
district in the previous statement, was refunded after the 31st of October 1897. 


Total income and expen. 
Citato of tie Etrad in tie 
Horth-Western Provinces 
and Ondi from tie begin- 
ting to end of operations. 


Miscellaneous — The only item requiring notice under this head is the entry of 
Rs. 12,573-2-0 in Cawnpore. Of this large sum very nearly the whole, namely 
Rs. 12,557-15-6, was made over with the consent of tho local subscribers to the 
committee of the permanent infirmary established in Cawnpore in which the famine 
patients and others are being supported. As this money was part of the local sub- 
scriptions, as has already been stated, the expenditure was not subject to the control of 
the Provincial Committee. It may however be noted that the Local Committee 
contributed out of its balance a sum of Rs. 10,000 towards the provincial provision 
for orphans. 

The balance in the hands of the Provincial Committee on the 14th January 189S 
was Rs. 2,63,984-4-5, which is being made over to the Local Government for the 
permanent maintenance of orphans. 

From the beginning of February 1897 to the ’24th January 1898 the total 
income and expenditure of the Fund in these Provinces was as follows 

Income. 

Ks. a, p. 

Received from Central Committee ... ... ... 46,68.037 2 1 

Provincial subscriptions .... 4,70,171 5 0 

Receipts from tale of goods, interest, Ac. ... g o-o 8 ^ 


Total 


51,51,011 15 8 
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Expenditure, 


Object I ... 

m 

999 

999 

Hi 

Its. a, p, 

2.03,594 12 5 

Do. II m 


999 

999 

Ml 

24,399 12 0 

Do. Ill •«. 

' Do. IV 


•99 

999 


9,86,290 0 11 


999 

999 

•M 

35,89,289 3 11 

MliceUanooni 

• •• 

990 

999 

HI 

21,9)7 14 0 

Closing balance 

••• 

999 

999 

999 

2,03,984 4 5 




Total 

<11 

51,51,511 16 8 


Tlio Provincial Committee was dissolved on flio 24th Jantmry 1898, having been 
in existence for just one year. 


JOHN EDGE, 

President of the Provincial Committee,' 

N.-W. P. and Oudh. 


24 th January 1898. 
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8 

(A 


© 
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* Not romittanco. t Not refund, $ Balance in baud on lot Novombor 1897. 
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POEM C. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897-98. 
Provincial Committee op the North-Western Provinces and Oudh. 
Gash account from the commencement of operations up to its close. 
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FINAL REPORTS No. 6 (CENTRAL PROVINCES). 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND. 

CENTRAL' PROVINCES BRANCH. 


Report of the Executive Committee, Central Provinces Provincial 
Branch, from February to October 1897. 

It was just about this time last year that the conviction began to press 
itself upon the Government and the people that the territories constituting 
the Central Provinces were about to be involved in a calamity such as had 
not befallen them within the memory of the oldest inhabitant. Since then 
“Famine” has overshadowed every other administrative question, and the 
one absorbing care of the Government has been how best to combat its ravages. 
To this end the carefully laid plans of past years were put into operation 
with a mac bine -like precision, and the organization for the distribution of 
State relief grew with the growth of the distress, until the high tide of mis- 
fortune might be said to have been reached about the end of May, when 
seven* hundred thousand people — men, women and children — out of a total 
population of about sis millions and a quarter of the affected area, were 
absolutely dependent for their lives on the bounty of the Government. But, 
marvellous as was the rapidity and completeness with which the situation 
was grappled, and remarkable as was the energy and resources displayed in 
the struggle with starvation, the Government necessarily limited its aid to 
what was absolutely essential for preservation of life. Outside this there 
remained a wide field of usefulness for the operations of private charity. 
The response to India’s appeal to private benevolence as an auxiliary to State 
relief has been a fund of unprecedented and colossal magnitude, and it will 
be my endeavour to narrate in this report how the portion of this noble 
Charity Fund assigned to the Central Provinces has been applied and 
administered for the relief of distress caused by the famine. The time has 
come, when this. could and should be done; for we are now within a measur- 
able distance of the end of the troubles and tribulations of the past twelve 
months, and although our operations will continue for a few weeks more, 
the main part of the work is over. 

f 2. Of the eighteen districts which form the Central Provinces Adminis- 
x , tration, two, Saugor and Damoh, lie parallel to 

uappiy. 810a eanrea an wa er “ each other upon the Vindhyan table-land, and 

are physically connected with the country to the 
north, .all the drainage of the area flowing into the Ganges valley. Immediately 
to the south, along the depression of the Nerbudda valley and its offshoots, 
lie the districts of Jubbulpore, Narsinghpur, Hoshangabad and Nimar (taking 


* Actual numbers in receipt of relief for the five weeks ending the 29th May 1897. 


On 

Relief 

works. 

On 

G rut nitons 
relief. 

Total. 

1 

On Railway 
and other 
private works. 

Grand 

Total. 

Population of tlio 
affected area on 
29th May 1897. 

496,686 

207,418 

702,999 

209, GOO 

911,999 

6,168,000 


f This and the four succeeding paragraphs nre based on information to be found on the Central Pro- 
vinces Gazetteer, the District Settlement Reports of 1866-67 and the Census Report of 1891. 
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them in order from east to west), which are in great part on alluvial deposits. 
South of the Nerbudda valley rises the lngh-land constructing the Satpuia 
ran»e, Maudla occupying the eastern end, and on the west lying the distnots 
of Balaghat, Seoni, Ohhindwara and Batul. Still southward is the Eugpui 
plain formed by the valleys of the Wardlia and the Wamganga, and lying 
in the great drainage basin of the Godavari, and comprising the districts of 
Nagpur, Wardlia, Bhandara, and Chanda. Eastward and below the ghats 
is the »reat Chliattisgarh plain, a low plateau of red soil, forming the uppei 
basin of the Mahanadi and containing the districts of Raipur and Bilaspur. 
In this Division is included the district of Sambalpur. Thus witlim narrow 
limits follow each other a plateau and a plain, and again . in similar sequence, 
a larger plateau and a larger plain, ending in a mass of hill and forests. Even 
the relatively level portions of the area are broken by isolated peaks and 
straying hill ranges. In this tract of high-land and valley, coincident to 
a great extent with the ancient Gondawana, the kingdom of the Goods, agri- 
culture is mainly, if not wholly, dependent on the year’s rainfall. It is only 
to the south-east, in the Bhandara and parts of the Chanda district, that there 
is anything like artificial irrigation on a large and systematic scale, In this 
what has been called the “lake region” of the Central Provinces, the country 
is dotted over with irrigation tanks. An irrigation tank is an irregular sheet 
of water, its hanks formed by rugged hills, and its dyke, shaped out of spurs 
from them, thrown athwart tho hollow's. The largest of them, that at Nawa- 
gaon, has a circumference of 17 miles. By two short embankments, tho waters 
of scores of hills have been impounded and turned into a lovely lake, which 
spreads its fertilising streams over large areas of surrounding cultivation. 
Its author, a simple village bead man, has been aptly styled by a previous 
Chief Commissioner “ a heaven-born engineer.” 

3. In the two Vindliyan table-land districts, Saugor and Damoh, the staple 

crop is wheat, which in Saugor is grown in 59 

Crops generally grown. per cent, and in Damoh in 43 per cent, of the 

cultivated area. In the Nerbudda valley districts, 
in general, the black soil prevails, while in parts where hills abound, the 
surface is mixed with sand. Wheat is largely grown in this tract, and it has 
been described as “ Green from end to end with wheat” in the cold weather. 
In Hosbangabad 57 per cent, of the cultivated area is under this crop. Iu 
Jubbulpore, in the rich haveli, or level tract, wheat and other vabi crops 
occupy 72 per cent, and kharif 28. In the remainder of the district rice and 
other autumn orops occupy 61 per cent, of the cropped area. Narsinglipur 
produces, besides, wheat, sugarcane, cotton, gram and minor cereals. Nimar 
chiefly grows juar and other monsoon crops, the lighter soil of the district 
being less adapted for the winter wheat crop. Of the Satpura districts, 
Mandla, though possessing large tracts of rich black soil, is, owing to the 
inaccessibility of the country and its insalubrity, very poorly cultivated. The 
population is mainly aboriginal, and the greater part of the cultivation is of the 
rudest possible description. The main orops are wheat, rice, Icodon, and kutki. 
Five-sixths of the district is waste and forest land. To the south-west of Mandla 
lies Seoni, where the soil of two-thirds of the cultivated area is black soil, produc- 
ing wheat. Towards the south, the surface contains a large proportion of clay, 
and rice is mostly grown here. To the east of Seoni is Ohhindwara. It has two 
distinct, natural divisions, the hill country above the slope of the Satpuras, 
which is very sparsely cultivated, and a tract of well-cultivated low-land 
beneath them. The crops raised are wheat and juar , and also cotton and oil- 
seeds. Betul, lying to the west of the plateau, is poorly cultivated, on the 
extreme western portion being a mass of hill and jungle inhabited by Gonds 
and Korkus (aborigines). The principal crops are wheat and pulses, and 
also sugarcane. Coming now. to the Nagpur plain, the prevailing soil of the 
Nagpur district is black cotton-soil, the principal orops being wheat which 
occupies 30 per cent., juar 26,. cotton 12, and linseed 10 per cent, of the’ culti- 
vated. area. The Wardlia district is a rich cotton-producing countrv, cotton 
covering a third of the cultivated area, the other corps being juar, wheat 
and linseed. Proceeding eastward we come to the Bhandara district. With 

m-nrWaf ’ Sl ^ 6 lrr ?8 a j il0n macIe available by its numerous tanks, the staple 
pioduce is rice, which covers 53 per cent, of the cropped area, the other crops 
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is a 
half 


a third, rising 


again to one- 


fch f if t Go ' n . d he ! d their 

Betul and Hoshangabad, itorlcus, a hill raco of a different stock. 


SWa r ’ theiiTchieTseatbehig the Pachmarhi group of hills. 

NimS district we come to the BhU country. To the east, the natural 
rl=fnnifi S which hem in the head waters of the Sone and- the Nerbudda, give 
a secure shelter to the wildest of all the hill tribes, the Baigas. These abon- 
ainal tribes generally, are too improvident and lazy to he good cultivators. 

live from hand to mouth and prefer cultivating the Icoclon and hutki, 
which give large returns with but little trouble, and avoid the better classes 
of w ops, which require greater expenditure of time and labour. . Amongst the 
wildest classes, the sole heritage of a man is anaxe and the veriest shred of a 
doth attached to a string suffices to cover Ins nakedness. These people scorn 
regular cultivation and rear their crops under the wasteful system known as 
« 2) a jina ” which consists in cutting down a patch of jungle, firing it m May, 
and throwing seed among the ashes. This germinates ^ and springs up very 
fast after the first fall of monsoon rain. One patch of jungle yields at the 
outside for three years, and then a new tract is taken up, while the abandoned 
land does not recover itself for the next six or seven years. This style of cultiva- 
tion is against their collecting in villages. A few families live together in some 
rude huts on the hill side, and even these they abandon if disturbed. They 
are °-reat hunters and delight in a wandering life, which their system of 
cultfvation and their superstition, which leads them to give up their homes on 
the slightest provocation, tend to foster in them. They are generally resource- 
less, and as their average condition is at no time good, any considerable failure, 
even of one year’s food-crops, suffices to reduce them to great distress. And 
as they are very averse to leave their homes, and as it is not always practicable 
to have local works of improvements in their native hills and forests, it becomes 
a matter of no small difficulty to relieve them. 

6. The Mahomedans are only 2-8 per cent, of the population. The great 

mass of them are immigrants from Northern India, 

1 a ome :m3 ' though in the Maratha country a considerable 

number of them came from the Nizam’s dominions. They have adopted many 
of the customs and practices of the Hindus, with whom their relations have 
always been one of amity and good fellowship. Only a few of them are 
agriculturists, and as agriculturists they are not so successful as their Hindu 
neighbours. 

*7. As the Province mainly depends on the year’s rainfall for its water- 

supply, the failure of the customary rains leads 
inevitably to the failure of the crops on which 
the subsistence of the people depends. But the 
present grievous famine, which has brought a population of most indus- 
trious and economical peasantry face to face with death from starvation, 
is not the result of a single unfavourable season. A single failure of crops 
could not so completely destroy the staying power of the people as to drive 
every seventh personf in the affected tracts to the relief works and insti- 
tutions for aid to sustain life. This situation is the gradual growth of a series 
of bad years. The cycle of bad harvests in the Province generally may be 
said to have begun in the year 1891-95 with the loss, more or less severe, of 
both the monsoon ( kharif ) and the winter (rabi) crops.- During Ootoberand 
November 1891, the rainfall was excessive, and the kharif crops were every- 
where much below the average. The spring crops then on the ground were pro- 
mising, but more rain than what was needed continued to fall off and on, and 
rust made its appearance with disastrous results to the young plants. Sau^or 
partially escaped, but the damage caused in the open portion of Damoh and 
the rice-embanked lands of Jubbulpore was very serious. Had the next har- 
vest ( kharif of 1895) been assured by a copious and seasonable rainfall, hope 
and credit would have revived, and the people would have gradually recovered 
from the effect of the loss of two previous bad years. But 1895-96 proved, 
like its predecessor, a year of disappointment and disaster, with this difference 
that, whereas excessive rain brought about the misfortunes of the years pre- 
cedmg, scanty rai n was the cause of the loss in 1895-96. The monsoon began 

CoaiS Srnmaa^ 8 ^ 113 “ 6 ^ °“ " rep0rta kind b placed at the disposal of our 

^ ’ [701 } l3 p n (Government and private) . . . 911.099. 

Couu population o£ sEoeted area on 29th Hay . . . . . . 6,168$00. 


Further west 


How tlio present distress has been 
brought about. 
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early aud continued with seasonable breaks till the middle of September, after 
which it abruptly ceased. For the rest of the month most of the districts 
received no rainfall, and where it fell it was partial and badly distributed. 
Thereafter, except for some showers in the Southern districts at the close of 
October, universal drought prevailed till the end of the agricultural year. The 
autumn crops on the ground were to a considerable extent blighted, the soil 
became too hard for the rabi to bo sown, what was sown did not germinate 
properly, and what germinated withered for want of moisture. Greatest 
damage was done to unirrigated rice and the small millets, /codon and Jcntki, 
which form the main food of the poorer classes, while cotton and juar, which do 
well with a light rainfall, fared much better. Rice and 1 codon yielded from a 
quarter to a half of the normal in the J uhbulpore Division, and in the districts of 
Raipur and Bilaspur. In theNerbndda Division rice is of less importance, and 
the outturn was between a half and three-quarters of the average. In the Nag- 
pur Division, the yield of rice ranged between 40 and 60 per cent, of the average. 
Wheat yielded a bare half average over a much reduced area. Even this was not 
attained in Saugor, Damoh, Mandla, Bbandara, and Bilaspur, while Chanda, 
Wardha, and Ohhindwara were the only districts in which the outturn averaged 
10 annas. Gram and other rabi pulses gave from a half to two-thirds of an aver- 
age crop, and in Damoh, Mandla, Bbandara, and Bilaspur even this standard 
was not quite reached. It was to a people already hard hit that the drought of 
1896-97 dealt a yet severer and crushing blow. The opening of the monsoon 
of 1 896 was favourable. The areas sown with autumn crops was abnormally 
large, the people being anxious to obtain an early food supply. But the anti- 
cipations of a good autumn harvest to which they were anxiously looking for- 
ward were once again doomed to disappointment. In Bilaspur and Raipur the 
outturn averaged 4 annas. In Mandla kodon yielded 1 to 4 annas, rice from 4 
to 6 annas, while kniki was a complete failure. Kodon and Icutlci cover about 
five-eighths of the total Icharif area, and constitute the chief food of more than 
two-tbirds of the population of this district. In Seoni, even irrigated rice 
yielded only 4 annas, while on the unirrigated area the outturn was practically 
nil. The kodon also failed and juar only gave a fair crop on the richer black 
soils. In the Hoshangabad district, except juar which yielded 8 annas, the 
Icharif was a failure. Almost the same was the case with Narsinghpur. In 
Bbandara, the high-lying rice was a total failure, while on the better situated 
soils the outturn was from 5 to 6 annas. The outturn of the irrigated land was, 
however, good. InBalaghat, too, rice, which occupies two-thirds of the cropped 
area, gave over the whole district an average of not more than 3 annas. There 
were several successive bad years in this district, and the bulk of the popula- 
tion being very poor and without reserve of any kind, the failure of the princi- 
pal crop of the district made the situation one of extreme gravity. In the three 
districts of Jubbulpoi'e, Saugor and Damob, the Icharif was very scanty, the 
outturn not being more than 3 to 6 annas. While thus the autumn crops suf- 
fered severely, continual want of moisture on the soil, coupled with the exhaus- 
tion of the resources of the people and their consequent inability to procure 
seed, made it impossible that the severe loss already sustained could be mitigated 
or the pressure relieved by a full winter harvest. As a matter of fact the rabi 
sowings were greatly curtailed, and even if the outturn had been a full average, 
it could not have materially altered the general situation. For a vast majority 
of the people of the Province are entirely dependent on the autumn crops, rice, 
juar, kodon and kutki, and these as shown above, grievously failed. . From a 
little over eight millions of acres in 1893-94, the cropped area under rabi shrank 
in 1896-97 to little less than four millions of acres ; and the harvest, though 
fairly good in most districts, was too small to afford any appreciable relief. 
The outturn averaged from 4 to 12 annas. 

8. In the above paragraph the harvest results since 1894-95 have been dealt 

with. But unpropitious seasons had trod on each 
fivoyc D T Be ° Pr ° du " ne pnst others heels even before then; and as the power of 

the people to resist failure of crops in any particular 
year is very much reduced when the failure extends over several successive 
seasons, no adequate idea of the present condition of the country can be 
formed unless we go back even still further than 1894-95. The following 
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, nf outturn on full average outturn of all 
,al,le sl.mvs the .percentage of oMm 

crops taken together since 189^-93 . 


Districts. 

Saugor 
Damoh 


Jubiulpdii Jubbulporc 
Division. 

Maudla 
\ Seoni * 


Narsinghpur 

Hoshangabad 

Nbrmjdda / Nimaf 
Division. 

Betul 

Chhindwara 


I Wavdba . 
Nagpur , 
Chanda 
Bhaudara . 
'v Balaghat . 


Naomii; Di- 
vision. 


Chuaths- 
oauii Di- 
vision. 


Baipur 
Bilaspur . 
^ Sambalpur 


Whole Pbovince 


7.0 

55 

69 

07 

51 

72 
7 5: 
65 
6‘i 
64 

70 

74 

51 

59 

65 

78 


70 


1893-94. 


51 
4 5 

55 
71 
71 

66 

56 
77 
68 
89 

54 

69 

44 

58 

50 

84 


65 


1894-95. 


39 

41 

4a 

7.6 

63 

4a 

4a 

73 

71 

77 

61 

45 

53. 

48 

55 

67 


61 


1835-96. 


4a ■ 

34 

39 

44 

54 

61 

54 

73 
47 
66 

74 
71 
64 
44 
53 

■ 44 
39 
70 


57 


Nothing could indicate more clearly than the above statement hoiv severe 
have been the losses since 1892-93. The year 1891-92 was the last that gave 
anything like a fair average outturn. Since then there has been a steady 
decline: 1892-93 was had enough, hut 1893-94* was even worse, and' there was. 
a further falling off in 1894-95. The diminished outturn of the three previous 
years diminished still further in the fourth, when the average for the whole 
province stood at 57 per cent, of a full outturn. In eight districts it was under 
50, in three under 55, in another three under 70, and in the remaining four 
only it went beyond 70, the highest figure reached being 74. The average for 
the food-grains alone was even lower. At every sowing season hopes were 
entertained that the next harvest would enable the people to recoup the losses 
of the past had seasons. Buoyed up by this hope, which unfortunately was 
not_ to ho realized, they utilised everything of value that they had iu pro- 
curing seed for sowing their fields. In this manner the agricultural season 
of 1S96.97 found them with their resources shattered and their credit almost 
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gone. The grievous failure of the monsoon of 1896, leading to the almost 
total ■wreck of the kharif, had thus tlie effect of landing the province in its 
present most lamentable condition, when, despite the gigantic efforts of the 
Government to save life and the all-embracing net-work of relief works and 
institutions, the death-rates in some districts have at times reached the high 
figures of 111. (Jubbulpore), 131 (Raipur), 133 (Balaghat), 139 (Saugor), 
341 (Betul), 147 (Ssoni), 154 (Bilaspore), and 199 (Mandla). How severe 
was the loss to the kharif in 1896 would appear from the following statement 
which gives the average anna out-turn : — 



The average for the province is 6 to 6 annas, or excluding Sambalpur, where 
there was no distress, even less than a third of a full outturn. Some idea of 
the extent of the impoverishment which this caused might be formed from the 
fact that in spite of the excellent kharif crops of the current year, the Govern- 
ment has found it necessary not merely to continue, but largely to extend 
gratuitous relief especially on the village-system, so much so that even at the 
end of October, when a considerable portion of tlie harvest bad already 
become available for food, we find 367,000 people in receipt of gratuitous 
relief, which is six times the number at the beginning of the year. 

9. As illustrating the progress of the distress and its severity, tlie numbers 
, v . in receipt of State relief since the beginning of the 

Numbers m reee.pt of State relief. ^ ghm beI(W 


Months. 

January . . 

February . 

Marob . 

April 

May 

June 

Jnly . 

August . 

September 
October . 


Population 
of affected 
area. 

Number in receipt o. 

? RELIEF. 

Percentage of 
people on receipt 
of relief to popula- 
tion of affected 
area. 

On relief 
works. 

On gratni- 
tons relief. 

Totau. 

6,037,000 

240,204 

66,646 

305,860 

6-06 

6,036,000 

233,678 

93,249 

326,927 

5-4 . 

6,035,000 

348,398 

130,876 

479,273 

7-9 

6,168,000 

381,046 

163,375 

534,420 

8-6 

6,168,000 

49o,68G 

207,413 

702,999 

11-4 

6,462,000 

263,209 

184,792 

448,001 

6'9 

6,462,000 

351,258 

267,187 

618,445 

9-5 

6,462, <)00 

260,657 

320,271 

680,828 i 

8-9 

6,462,000 

249,766 

377,996 , 

627,762 

9-7 

6,462,000 

145,912 

(367,473 J 

1 

513,385 

7-9 
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Besides the above, a considerable number were employed on railway and 
other private works specially started to give relief to those suffering from the 

famine. 


10 .* 


The general mortalitv also goes to show how acute has been the 
distress in these provinces. Among people depend- 
Tha death-rate. - no . f 01 , ^heir livelihood almost wholly on the 

produce of then- lands, the effects of a bad season speedily makas itself felt in 
the death-rates. The ratio of deaths per 1,000 of the population was 27'70 m 
1893. During the ten years ending with 1893, the highest rate was reached in 
1889! when it was the average during this period being 32-72. In 1894 
the rate was 37-22, in 1895 it was 36-75, and in 1896, 47-99. But when we 
come to the year 1897, we find the rate going up by leaps and bounds, showing 
how a long course of suffering and general pressure due to a prolonged series 
of bad crops so undermined the constitution of tbe people as to defy all the 
efforts of Government to save them and to make them an easy prey to - all 
those diseases that dog the footsteps of every great famine. The following 
statement shows the monthly death-rates per mille per annum : 


Distbict. 

February. 

1 

March. 


May. 

Jnne. 

July. 

August. 

Septem- 

ber. 

Ootober. 

Jubbulpore 



114'0 

84-0 

64-8 


75-72 

68-52 

62-66 

65-63 

69-70 

Saugor . 



690 

50-4 

67-2 

... 

89- 6 

124-44 

99-12 

139-46 

134-99 

Damoh . 



62-0 

410 

68-8 

... 

75-72 

76-68 

54-84 

87-12 

81-33 

Manila . 



660 

790 

60-4 

... 

86-04 

126-12 

197-28 

199-89 

139-14 

Seoni 



62-0 

63-0 

60-4 

51-0 

65"44 

82-32 

99-36 

147-42 

103-53 

Bhandara 



41-70 

34-8 

33-6 

83-84 

63-64 

84-24 

65"76 

77-08 

106-79- 

Balaghat . 



57-30 

66-4 

48-0 

72-60 

68-72 

141-12 

105-72 

133-17 

118-90 

Nagpur . 



21-98 

• •• 

32-4 

... 

54-48 

57-96 

47-16 

68-13 

82-02 

Wardha . 



... 

... 

31-2 

40-32 

60-64 

67-08 

48-0 

74-90 

107-50 

Chanda . 



26-76 

10-8 

... 

34-56 

30-60 

34-56 

39-60 


69-57 

Hoahangabad 



33-2 

33-7 

34-8 

93'1 

93-12 

73-80 

51-96 

84-40 

92-81 

Narsinghpur 



78-0 

48-0 

97'2 

88-8 

88-92 

77-76 

76-12 

86-90 

94-33 

Chbindwara 



25-8 

300 

26-4 

27-6 

33-96 

48-96 

63-52 

61-19 

94-36 

Botul 



42-0 

67-6 

51-6 

43-2 

43-56 

75-60 

89-40 

141-13 

146-44 

Nimar 



34-92 

39-6 

... 

56-4 

64-68 

83-52 

67-20 

98-66 

98-61 

Baipur 



24-16 

34-8 

49-2 

91-08 

90-0 

108-60 

85-92 

130-98 

117-90 

Bilaspur . 



33-45 

62-4 

80-4 

... 

81-48 

130-8 

119-04 

L64-05 

146-11 

Sambalpur 



... 

... 

33'6 

... 

43-32 

35-4 

27-60 

27-73 

33-72 

Mean oe Pbovinoe 

• 

48-83 

48-37 

50*62 

57-50 

65 - 54 

83-19 

76-62 

101'54 

103-42 


are /o-tw anu ^-iy, tor September they are 101-54 and 43'84, and for Octo 
103-42 and 4o-09, respectively. That the heavy mortality as disclosed 
the above figures, was due to loss of vitality caused by want of food 
by living on inferior and unwholesome articles of diet would seem to 
established by the fact that whereas in Raipur and Bilaspur the deal 

^ 3 cZ e dS r L?lSi "t the nei ° hb °T n = ? strict of Sam.bal.pur, wbe 
,Wl?3L uever .went beyond the normal. Similarly t 

were highest m those districts which were most severely stricken. 

* 1 . • , I : I : - — — J 


C-rJrateSSf 011 the Sanitary Commissioner’s Reports 


and 


his statements as published ir 
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11. From whatever point of view then the mattev be looked at and what- 
ever tests be. applied, the famine in the Central Provinces seems unquestionably 
the severest in the whole Empire. There was thus a very wide field for dis- 
tribution of charitable relief in these parts. 


12. On the publication of the report of the meeting held at Calcutta on 

the 14th of January, last, for the organization of 
a Central Committee for dealing aritk charitable 
cutive Committee. contributions ror relief of distress caused by the 

famine, steps were taken to form a Provincial 
Committee for the Central Provinces. On the arrival of the Chief Commis- 
sioner, Sir Charles. Lyall, at Nagpur in the second week of February, an invita- 
tion was sent to him by the leading non -official citizens of the place, requesting 
him to preside over a public meeting which was proposed to be convened 
for the formation of the Central Provinces Branch of the General Committee. 
The meeting was held on the 13th of February in the MacDonnell Town Hall, 
Nagpur. Sir Charles Lyall in opening the proceedings esplained the general 
situation in the following words : — 


“Our meeting is called together to consider the arrangements necessary in this province 
for giving effect to the system of relief by piivate charity which was inaugurated, just 
a month ago, by the meeting at which His Excellency the Viceroy presided in Calcutta. 

I wish that it had been possible to hold this meeting earlier ; but as you know, I was 
myself away, beyond the reach of railways, on a tonr of inspection of the distnets affected 
by distress, till the end of last week, and the Commissioner has told me that it was not 
thought desirable to hold the meeting till I letnrned. 

I need not, I think, go into any great detail in laying before you an account of the 
situation in these provinces. The figures which have been published in the Gazette from week 
to week will have told you what a large proportion of the population is suffering from distress, 
and the papers, which were published in the same Gazette on the 9th January, will have set 
before you the arrangements we have made for dealing with it. Briefly, out of our 18 
districts, there is only one, Sambalpur, where it may be said that no distress at all exists at 
present. In three others, Wardha, Chanda, and Nimar, such distress as there is, is very limited. 
In Chanda, a great area of over 10,000 equate miles, the tract needing relief is only a small 
portion of the north-east corner, the Ambagarh Chauki Zamindari adjoining the Feudatory 
State of Nandgaon. In Wardha we began with a poor-house and a small relief work, but 
have had to close them for want of applicants. It is possible that later on it may be desirable 
to i e-open some works there ; but I do not anticipate that any extensive measures will be 
required. In Nimar, from which I have just returned, no severe pressure exists, though in 
the old town of Bnrhanpur the weavers are in some straits owing to a falling off in the de- 
mand for their produce, and the southern hills inhabited by Kurkus are suffering from the 
general failure of the autumn crops which has afflicted the aboriginal population everywhere 
throughout the forest tracts of the province. For these we have opened a relief work 
in the Hatsnd Tahsil. 

Next to these four districts, the most lightly afflicted tract is the Nagpur district, where 
last Saturday only 1,110 persons were on relief works and 1,446 receiving gratuitous relief. 

The worst tract is the Jubbulpore Division, where our latest figures show nearly 200,000 
persons in receipt of relief either on works or in poor-houses or in their villages. This division, 
ns you know, is now suffering from the fourth bad year in succession ; two of the four harvest 
failures were caused by excessive rain, and two by excessive drought. In the most afflicted 
district, Jubbulpore, mote than 100,000 people are on onr hands. Many of them are 
undoubtedly immigrants from the Native States of Baghelkhand and Bundelldiand, and our 
poor-houses are thronged with stawing wanderers from that region, who often come in 
when it is too late to save their lives by food nursing. Next to Jubbulpore is Saugor, wheie 
we have 42,000 on relief. 

Next to Jubbulpore Division, the most severely affected tract is the Nurbudda Valley, 
where in Hosbangabad and Narsingpur there are 58,000 persons on works and receiving 
gratuitous relief. I have lately seeu these districts and oan personally testify to the extent 
of the failure both of the autumn and the spring crops and the active demand for assistance 
irom Government which has driven nearly 45,000 people on to our relief works. 

One of the most afflicted sections of our population is the aboriginal tribes of the Central 
Plateau, who are accustomed to depend for food on the small millets of the rainy seasons, 
Kodon and Kutki , which in 1896 almost entirely failed. These races are so backward, so 
superstitious and apathetic, and so difficult to move from their homes, that it has been almost 
our greatest anxiety to induce them to accept the relief which we had ready for them, and 
to oome on to our works. I am glad to say that in Mandla, Seoni, Cbhindwara, and 
Betul this difficulty is being overcome, and we now have many thousands of Gonds and 
Kurkus at works on roads and tanks, and I hope secure from all risk of death by starvation . 
If the maliua harvest this year turns out well, we may reasonably hope that this section of 
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the population will soon have a 
last them till they are again 
depend. 


large provision of food, which may even be sufficient to 
able” to reap the Jiharif grains on which they mainly 


I need not go through the districts afflicted in further detail. I will only mention 
that our latest figures show more than a quarter of a million of persons employed on rehef 
works, and nearly~65,000 receiving gratuitous relief— a total of 32,6,613— -besides 43,8-7 
persons employed on the Saugor-Katni Railway and on private tank work m Chhindwara and 
Uilaspur. 


In addition to these great measures of Government relief, a large number of persons 
are employed on private works, chiefly irrigation, tanks, and embankments, earned out from 
loans "ranted under special rules for the purposes of famine relief. These loans, which are 
limited to severely distressed parts of the country, are given without interest, and if the work 
is done according to the prescribed conditions as a relief work, a remission of pait of the prin- 
cipal, one-fourthln some tracts and one-fifth in others, is granted to the borrower. 


I do not think I need detain you with a more minute description of the measures taken 
by Government for the purpose of saving life. These measures during the financial year which 
is now drawing to a close, are estimated to cost in direct expenditure no less than 28 : } lakhs 
of rupees, besides 5 lakhs in special famine loans for land improvement and for seed grain. 
We have estimated for an expenditure during the year which begins on the 1st April of 
50 lakhs in relief, and 10 lakhs in famine loans, and we have asked for a large grant for 
ordinary loans and seed advances, which we hope to receive from the Government of India. 
In addition to these very large heads of expenditure, I have already sanctioned the suspen- 
sion of nine lakhs of Land Revenue and the remission of a lakh and a half. 


These figures may give you some idea of the cost to Government — that is, to the general 
public which contributes to our revenues — of meeting a famine of the dimensions of that 
which is now upon us. The ordinary provincial revenues of this province are about 80 lakhs 
of rupees, more or less. You will see that the figures I have enumerated much exceed the 
total of a year’s revenue. 


Well, these figures represent the contribution from public funds to the velief of distress, 
and we trust that, with the unremitting exertions of all our officers, who are now devoting 
their best energies to the famine campaign, the expenditure will succeed in saving life and 
securing the maintenance of that great agricultural industry upon which in this country 
everything depends. We are now met together to concert the necessary measures for orga- 
nizing private charity, to supplement the vast operations undertaken by Government, and to 
make the best use of those contributions which are in this country so freely given in aid and 
alleviation of suffering and distress. 


You have doubtless already seen the statement of the objects to which, in the opinion of 
the Government of India, private charity may most usefully be' devoted. These objects are, 
first, the provision of special comforts for the suffering and the aged, the children, and all 
who are in urgent need of something more than the bare subsistence which is all the State is 
pledged to provide. Secoudly, the relief of those poor but respectable persons who, being 
unable to appear in public, will not apply for the relief offered by the Government, and would 
rather face death by privation than make their wants publicly known ; thirdly, the mainten- 
ance of orphans, many of whom must necessarily be left unprovided for when famine has bereft 
them of their protectors, and fourthly, the restoration to their original position tvheu acute 
distress is subsiding of those who have lost their all in the struggle, and giving them 
a fresh start in life. These objects will, I am sure, appeal to you all as eminently 
worthy and useful ones, to which all the aid you can give can most suitably be 
devoted. They are the objects which have been accepted by the Calcutta Central 
Committee, of which several of you are already members, as proper for the action of 
private charity ; and they have also been adopted by the large number of charitable persons 
in ho gland, whose contributions to the relief of distress in India have already reached nearly 
a quarter of a million sterling. The Central Committee, from the sums which have reached 
their . hands, have already allotted to this province 45,000 rupees, and will doubtless, as 
contributions come in both here and in the United Kingdom, iucrease theit allotments still 
further. One of the first objects which will engage the attention of the Provincial 
Committee will be to formulate an estimate of their requirements under each of the four 
heads 1 have mentioned ; and I do not doubt that the liberality of those here who are 
willing to give in this pious cause will be amply seconded by contributions both from 
Eugland and from other parts of this country where public generosity has come forward 
in aid of our distress.” 

The following resolutions were passed at the meeting : — 

(I) That this meeting accepts the statement of the objects to which 
private subscriptions may legitimately be applied, as set forth by 
. the Government in the Gazette of India of the 9th January, and 
resolves that all moneys specially subscribed for or allotted to the 
Central Provinces he expended on these objects., 
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(II) (a) That a Provincial Committee, composed of the gentlemen named 
below, with power to add to their number, be formed to receive 
the moneys referred to in the first resolution and to co-operate 
under the officers of Government and the Central Committee of 
the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund in securing the objects 
of the fund. 

(b) That the Provincial Committee be empowered to appoint an Executive 
Committee to administer the fund with power to delegate all or 
any of its functions to the Executive Committee. 

Similar meetings presided over by the respective Commissioners of Divi- 
sions (Mr. L. K. Lawrie, Mr. F. C. Anderson, and Colonel Temple) were held 
at Hoshangabad for the Nerbudda Division, at Jubbulpore for the Jubbulpore 
Division, and ' at Raipur for the Chhdttisgarh Division. The Provincial 
Committee met on the 18th of February, when an Executive Committee of 
the following gentlemen was constituted : — 


Chairman. 

Mr. J. Post icu Stevens, I.C.S., Judicial Commissioner, Central Provinces. 


Members. 

Mr. W. A. Nedhaii, Officiating Commissioner, Nagpur Division. 

The Right Rev. Bishop Pelvat o£ the Roman Catholic Church, Central Provinces. 
The Rev. J. Douglas of the Free Church Mission, Nagpur. 

The Honourable G-angadhar Bao Madho Chitnavis, C.I.E., of Nagpur. 

Rao Bahadur Bhargao Rao Ga’dgil, Judge, Small Cause Court, Nagpur. 

Mr. Bezonjee Dadajihoy Mehta, Manager, Empress Mills, Nagpur. 

Mr. Abdul Aziz, Pleader, Nagpur. 

Rai Bahadur Bipin Krishna Bose, Government Advocate, Nagpur, Member and 
Honorary Secretary. 

Mr. J. T. Marten, I.C.S., Assistant Commissioner, Nagpur, Honorary Joint- 
Secretary. 


On the 20th of March Mr. Stevens resigned his office of Chairman on being 
appointed to officiate as a Judge of the Calcutta High Court, and Mr. 
Stanley Ismay, I.O.S., Officiating Judicial Commissioner, Central Provinces, 
was elected to take liis place on the Executive Committee. Mr. H. J. Stanyon, 
C.I.E., Barrister-at-Law, formerly of the Jubbulpore Bar, and now Judicial 
Assistant to the Commissioners, Nagpur and Chhdttisgurh Divisions, was subse- 
quently added to the Executive Committee. 


wit ees. 


13. The Executive Committee held its first meeting on the 27th of 

February, when after settling some preliminary 
Formation of District Com- details regarding the organization of its office, it 

was resolved to address all Deputy Commissioners 
in the province (excepting the Deputy Commissioner of Sambalpur in which 
there was no distress), requesting them to take early steps to form local Com- 
mittees to receive moneys to be apportioned to their districts out of grants 
from the Central Committee, and also moneys subscribed locally to meet local 
wants, and to administer the same in accordance with the principles approved by 
the Government and accepted by the Central and the Provincial Committees. It 
was pointed out that the District Committees to be constituted should in the 
main be non-offieial in their character; the members, however, should be 
persons likely to be willing loyally to co-operate with Government officers in 
applying the fund to its declared objects. And to guard against any possible 
misuse of the fund and against the operations of the Committee interfering 
with or overlapping the operations of Government, it was recommended that 
■with the non-official members should he associated some responsible officer 
of Government in charge of famine-works or institutions. It was further 
pointed out that sub-eommittees should be appointed to deal with local , areas, 
which might, owing to the severity of the distress or any other cause, seem to 
call for special organization to meet their wants. The following statement 
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It Avill be seen from the above that in forming the Committees, the principle 
that they were to he essentially extra-official in their character was duly 
observed, 74 per cent, of the members being non-officials. At the same time 
in most districts the Deputy Commissioner was elected the Chairman, while the 
Secretary was a non-official. Thus, while the Committees had a strong non- 
official element representing the intelligence and public spirit of the district, 
they bad the advantage of the active help, control, and sympathy of the head 
of the District Administration. The representatives of Christian Mission bodies 
were also invited to join the Committees, and they gladly responded. Thus was 
brought into existence in every affected district a body of devoted workers, 
who entered into the struggle against famine with a full sense of responsibility 
of them difficult task and Avith a single-minded desire to help the sufferers, 
irrespective of race, caste or creed. Hoav they have succeeded in acting as 
; the channels through Avhich the fertilizing stream of this noble charity was 
made to spread over the Avhole province, carrying relief to thousands of AvidoAVs 
and orphans left destitute by the death or disappearance of their bread-Avinners, 
and to that important class of the community, peasant cultivators, who had 
been forced to eat their seed-grain and part with their plough- cattle to save 
life, aviU he narrated as this report proceeds. 
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PHvate Q]iarit V he fore the formation of the Indian Famine Charitable 

Relief Fund. 

^ E,elief of distress by private charity had commenced in most of 
the districts long before the formation of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief 
1 und. It may not be out of place to preface a report of what has been done 
under the auspices of the Fund Committees by a short description of what was 
done before they were formed, the more so as the old relief Committees eonsti- 
tuted m most places the nucleus oi the new organization. Saugor was one of the 
fiist districts to feel the depressing effect of successive bad seasons, and it was 
here that the earliest poor-house, supported entirely by private eharifv 
started In July 1894 Bl, 372 weie raised localfy IJ a ^or-htuse 
in the town of Saugor It was kept going till the end of November 189-1, 
when it had to be closed for want of funds. During the five months of its 
existence, it gave relief on an average to 186 persons daily. The closin'* of 
the poor-house had only the effect of increasing the half-starved beggars 
m the town, and after some more money had been raised, it was re-opened on 
the 6th of February 1895. This time the private subscriptions were supple- 
mented by grants from Municipal and District Council Funds. With a short 
break about the time when rabi is generally cut, the poor-house remained open 
and continued to be maintained by private charity till the end of November 
1S96, the average number of persons to whom it gave shelter bein'* about 
500 daily. Side by side with the poor-house, relief works likely to benefit 
the town were started to give occupation to such of the inmates as were able 
to work as also to the labouring class generally. Adding up the daily totals the 
numbers employed were 51,832. These operations cost B 15,736. From the 1st 
of December 1896, State relief works and institutions were opened and private 
charity then for the time being ceased to work. In Damoh, scarcity may be 
said to have made its appearance so far back as 1888-89. By 1890, the dis- 
tress had become pretty general and acute. To meet it, B2.196 were raised bv 
private subscriptions, and poor-houses opened at three of the principal towns 
in the district, Damoh, JJatta, and Fatbaria. The inmates were given cooked 
food twice a day, and clothes were also given to those who had none. These 
poor-houses were closed about the middle of December 1894. But the mbi 
which had promised well at the beginning, was seriously damaged by continued 
cloudy weather, and the distress instead of subsiding began gradually to 
deepen into famine. Further subscriptions amounting to R2,950 were raised 
and all the three poor-houses re-opened from the middle of April 1895. Funds 
being exhausted, they had to be closed by the end'of October followin'*. The 
orphans and those iu a very weakened condition were, however, retained in 
the dispensary poor-house. Next in order of time come the operations at 
Jubbulpore. By 1895, the impoverishment of those in the lower ranks of society, 
especially the small tenants and the agricultural labourers, had reached such 
a stage that after having parted with whatever of value they had, they were 
forced to leave their villages and flock towards the large towns in quest of 
food. The rich bankers and other residents daily fed these starving people, 
collecting them before their houses or at convenient open spaces. The Muni- 
cipal Committees of Jubbulpore, Sihora, and Murwara in their corporate 
capacity, and the members individually also raised funds and opened 1 poor- 
houses, and in the city of Jubbulpore also relief works. It has not been found 
possible to ascertain the numbers thus relieved. But some idea of the good 
done may be formed from the account of money that was spent. At Jubbul- 
pore B4.681, at Murwara Bl,582, and at Sihora Rl,141, in all B7,404, were 
raised by public subscriptions. The Jubbulpore Municipality gave R635 to 
the poor-house, and spent R33,802 on local works of utility intended to give 
occupation to the people in distress. The Murwara Municipality gave B500 
to those engaged in feeding the starvelings. The District Council contributed 
R7,750 on similar objects. The Reverend C. H. Gill, of the Church Mission 
School, collected R6,375 and spent the money in feeding and clothing 981 
persons at Jubbulpore and in supporting 234 children at an orphanage at 
Murwara. The Reverend T. S. Johnson, of the Methodist Episcopal Mission, 

* This paragraph is based ou inforumtiou kiadly lurnished by the Honorary Secretaries, District Com- 
mittees. 
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raised R2.000 and fed and clothed some 200 children. The Reverend J. 
Parson of the Wesleyan Mission, spent R6,600 on an orphanage and a poor- 
hous^started by him at Jubbulporo 1 He taught some of tte children .and 
adults -weaving and other crafts, and realized as much as Rl, 030 by sale of 
articles manufactured by them. But all tins only partially represents what 
private charity did to mitigate the miseries ok the people, as many individual 
preferred to distribute their own charity rather than contribute to a public fund. 
The “ Theosophical Society ” maintained an orphanage, and the Mahomedan 
“ Aniuman ” fed and clothed numerous abandoned children and destitute adults. 
The ladies of the Church of England Zenana Mission were also active in reliev- 
ing women and children at various towns in the interior ot the district. On 
the whole it may he safely stated that over R70.000 must havo been spent in 
charitable relief in this district before the formation of the Indian h amine 
Charitable Relief Eund. 

In the District of Seoni, after a succession of indifferent harvests, the 
distress became general towards the close of the monsoon of 1895, when, owing 
to the cessation of the rains, the cultivators had to give up all hope of saving 
the rice and /codon crops then on the ground. . People whom the loss of these 
crops had deprived of their only means of livelihood, then began to leave their 
villages where they could no longer find anything to live upon and aimlessly 
to move about the district. By and by they began to pour into the town of 
Seoni in the hope of finding relief. To help them a Committee of the leading 
citizens was formed, and with the subscriptions raised raw rice at the rato of 
one-fourth seer per head began to be distributed. When, with the successive 
loss of the rabi of 1895 and the khanf of 189G, the distress deopened, the 
operations of the Committee were extended, and by October 1896, a poor-house 
was opened where about 210 people were daily fed. The subscriptions came to 
R3,157; a portion of this, which had remained unspent, was afterwards 
incorporated in the Indian Eamine Charitable Relief Eund. 

The last year in which the crops in the District of Hoshangabad were 
really good was 1891. After this the outturn never came up to the normal 
average. Systematic distribution of private charitable relief to the distressed 
began in this district in July 1895, when a poor-house was opened at Hoshan- 
gabad for housing and feeding the famished people who were then crowding 
into the town and becoming a danger to the public health. Many of them 
belonged to the Bhopal State, which at this point is separated from the British 
territories only by the river Nerbudda. In expectation of a good Icharif harvest, 
the poor-house was closed about the middle of September. With the failure, . 
more or less complete, of the Icharif and the heavy rise in prices induced by large 
exports to the North-Western Provinces, the influx of paupers re-comiuenced, 
and this time many cultivators and petty shop-keepers could be counted among 
them. To feed these people the poor-house was re-opened in August 1896. It 
continued to he maintained by private charity till November, when it was taken 
over by Government. To give relief to those who would not sacrifice their 
self-respeot by going to the poor-house, a special subscription of R2,500 was 
raised, and with this, supplemented by a municipal grant" of R3,000, a piece of 
low ground was reclaimed and a market established on its site. In other parts 
of the district also private charity was at work. At Sohagpur R 1,031, at 
Harda R766, and at Seoni Rl,995 were raised and spent in feeding the 
famished. Many private gentlemen also fed large numbers of paupers at their 
houses, and gave them clothes. One of them distributed 200 pieces of blankets 
to the inmates of the poor-house. But the most noteworthy charity of all was 
the charity of the “Eriends Eoreign Mission” who' spent no less a sum than 
R49,328 in giving relief to the people in the interior of the district To 
broken-down agriculturists they gave R16,320. 

' d i s ^' icfc , of Narsinghpur, owing to the failure of the rabi crops of 

18J5-96, the labouring classes, who depended on their earnings at harvest and 
such of the agriculturists as had no reserve of their own to fall back unon 
found themselves in great difficulty, and distress among them soon became 

general throughout the district. By living on food they were not used to, many 

starteTio Ti a v me fl° 0 !° tak ? advanta S e of some local road-works that were 
staiteu to 0 ive them relief; and these began to migrate to Narsinghpur and 
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other towns atul beg for food and shelter from the residents. Individual 
charity was not backward in responding to these appeals for aid. But some 
organized system of relief soon became necessary to cope with tlie increasing 
distress ; and arrangements were made to open poor-houses at Narsinghpur, 
Gadarwarn, and Chhindwara, where all who applied for relief were housed, fed 
and clothed. Several malguzare also distributed charity to their suffering 
villagers at idieir houses, So far as accounts have been kept, R3,S44 were 
spent in giving relief to 35,914 people. In the remaining eleven districts in- 
cluded in the affected area, private charity on anything like an organized scale 
did not come forward to relieve distress until October-N ovember 1896. by 
which time it had become abundantly clear everywhere that the year was 
hound to be one of great and general suffering. An account of the poor- 
house at Nagpur has already found place in the first report of the Central 
Committee (pages 48 — 51). Prom 1st November 1896 to 1st April 1897, when 
the poor-house was taken over by Government, it cost in the construction of 
sheds, purchase of food-grains, of clothes for distribution to the inmates and in 
meeting other incidental charges, RIO, fill. The number relieved daily 
averaged G73 souls. In the district of Balaghat, private charity organized a 
small local rolief work at Balaghat, and also opened poor-houses at Balaghat, 
Katangi, and Behir. Some dealers in grain and land-holders also fed the starv- 
ing people at half a dozen centres in the district. Though starving, the people 
would not at the beginning take advantage of the relief given at the poor- 
houses for fear of losing their caste from association with members of inferior 
castes. They were accordingly given raw rations and allowed to prepare their 
own food. A fund was started by the Iievd. J. Lamford, a missionary gentle- 
man working in one of the tahsils in the district, with which he supported 
several hundred starving people. A subscription list opened in England 
among her friends by Mrs. Mnyne, wife of the President of the District Com- 
mittee, brought in R2, 400, which was mainly utilized in helping broken-down 
agriculturist*. At Bhandara about R4,000 were raised and spent in sup- 
porting four poor-houses. Altogether R3,960 were spent and relief was 
given to 1,460 persons daily for about four months. Eollowing the example 
sot by Government, many zamindars and malguzars also opened their forests to 
their* destitute villagers, and allowed them to take the niahtia crop free of 
charge. A description of the orphanage established at Bhandara has already 
appeared in the first report of the Central Committee (pages 64 — 65), At 
Raipur about B 1,600 were spent on a poor-house and about R250 in giving 
clothes to people employed on relief works opened by the local municipality. 
At the military station of Kamptee (near Nagpur) about R 5,000 were raised 
and spent in housing, feeding and clothing the famished people. In Betul, 
besides giving rolief through a poor-house at. Badnur, private charity was orga- 
nized to give gratuitous relief in villages and to respectable persons and par da 
women in distress in some of the principal towns. Accounts have been kept for 
R] ,507 as spent on these objects. In the district of Mandla two poor-houses were 
maintained at a cost of about E2,100, and R3,500 were raised to supplement 
Government relief in the shape of gifts of clothes and blankets to the relief 
workers. Out of the latter amount Rl, 249 were spent up to the date of the 
formation of the District Committee, the balance being transferred to the 
Indian Pamine Charitable Relief Pund. It is generally the custom in the 
Balaghat and Bhandara Districts for the labouring classes to go to the Berars 
during the harvest time for employment as field labourers In 1896, owing 
to local failure of crops, this migration began prematurely and on a large scale 
towards the end of September, i As already described, the poor-house at 
Nagpur was mainly opened to givo shelter to these destitute j>eople. The 
same was the case at Wardha. Ilero too a poor-house was opened for them, 
especially as the Berars authorities took steps to discourage their influx into 
their own territories. About R600 were spent in the maintenance of the 
IVardha poor-house till the middle of January 1897, when it was closed, all 
the inmates having by that time been sent back to IS 1 agpur, Bhandara, and 
Balaghat to he taken care of there. There was also considerable local distress 
in some parts of this district, and at all such places the leading citizens com- 
bined together to give doles of grain to those in distress. Many malguzars 
also permitted their destitute tenants and other villagers to avail themselves 



198 


of the mahua crop in their malguzari forests free of charge. This proved a 
great boon to the people at a critical time. 

14 (b) No account of what the people did to help thoir distressed 
v ' neighbours would he complete without a tew 

Aid givien by Jiaiguzars to ftoir WO rds about tlie conduct of the malguzars towards 
tenants! their tenants under the trial of advorsity of the 

past few years. Although village communities, with the malguzar ov patti 
as the keystone of the system, have undergone many changes during recent 
years, and although the old bonds, which hold the villagers together, 
have of late lost much of their vitality, yet the tenants still look to thoir 
malguzars for help and protection, and when any common danger threatens 
the village, he is expected to pull tho villagers through the crisis. .Tho follow- 
ing extracts from paragraph 16 of the Chief Commissioner’s Resolution on tho 
Revenue Administration for 1895-96 would show what help tho tenants received 
at tho hands of their malguzars. The Commissioner of J ubbulpore unites : “ There 
can be no doubt that many well-to-do malguzars have expended largo sums in 
supporting their tenantry aud keeping their villagers together.” The Deputy 
Commissioner of Narsinghpur writes : “ I have been much struck with the 
readiness with which malguzars have assisted their tenants and labourers during 
the period of distress.” The Deputy Commissioner of Betul says— “ Malguzars 
seem, as a rule, to take a high-minded view of their duties to thoir tenants and 
to advance them both seed-grain and food freely, not talcing bonds or mortgage- 
deeds unless the tenant is already heavily involved.” The Commissioner of 
Chhattisgarh states— “The relations between landlords and tenants in the 
Bilaspur District are reported to be generally satisfactory, and malguzars have 
in many instances helped their tenantry with seed-grain and money to carry on 
cultivation despite the fact of their rents being in arrears at the same time.” 
The Commissioner of Nagpur writes: “The relations botweon landlords and 
tenants are as a rule amicable. They realise that tho ono cannot do without 
the other. When times are hal’d, it is not likely the malguzar, speaking 
generally, will be inconsiderate.” 

15. We owe a deep debt of gratitude to the Central Executive Committee 

for tlie prompt, opportune, and generous response 
Grants from the General Fund. to OUr appeals for aid Oil behalf of the SOl’oly- 

stricken people of these provinces. Severe, long- 
continued, aud wide-spread as has been the famine amongst ns, the munificent 
grants made to us from time to time from tho General Bund have 
enabled our local Committees so to organize and shape their plan of 
operations as supplementary to the measures of Government as to be able to 
mitigate the sufferings of the people in all their diverse phases. Pending the 
formation of our Provincial Branch, the Central Committee had made remit- 
tances aggregating R2,4o,000 to the Local Government, and this amount 
was handed over to our Committee as soon as it was formed. To save time, 
provisional allotments aggregating R81,000 were made to the Deputy Commis- 
sioners _ of the seventeen affected districts at the very first meeting of the 
Executive Committee, with instructions to hand over the money to the District 
Committees as soon as they would be constituted, in order that distribution of 
relief under tbe first three objects of the fund might begin without any loss of 
time.. Portlier grants bringing up tbe total to R7,81, 250, were received up to 
the 8th of April, and on the following day our Committee met and placed 
R7,80,000 out of tliis at tbe disposal of tbe District Committees. This eased 
the situation very considerably, the need of relief under the first three objects 
having in the interval grown very urgent. As the time approached for distri- 
bution of seed-grain and plougb-eattle to the broken-down agriculturists, our 
local Committees began to make eager enquiries as to tbe amount likely to be 
available for expenditure under this most important head of relief. The liberal 
and opportune grant of -R 14,00,000 in May at once allayed all their anxieties 
and enabled them to give immediate effect to the plans of relief, which were 

ca f since weeks past. In July a special grant 
ot R2S 000 for the distressed Feudatory States in the Chhdttisgarh was <nven 
A further most welcome grant of R8,00,000 was sent in this month for the 
province generally ; and with the substantial aid thus received, arrangements 
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were at once set on foot for distribution of advances for the rabi seed, tlie 
allotment in May Laving been exhausted in meeting the requirements for the 
Jcharif sowings. A further grant of R60,000 in September was appropriated to 
the same object. About the middle of October, a telegram was received from 
the Vice-Chairman intimating that, if wanted, another grant of R2, 00,000 could 
be made for the Central Provinces. The offer was most thankfully accepted, 
as everywhere the estimates for the winter seed advances were found to be much 
in excess of the funds in hand. Blankets and clothes during the approaching 
winter for the protection of those who had been kept alive all through the 
summer and the rains by the Government system of relief, were also urgently 
needed all over the province. As this grant was not to be available for some 
days, but as in the meantime the advances for the rabi seeds to be of use had to 
be made almost immediately, an application was made to the Chief Commissioner 
for a temporary loan from the Government Treasury of Rl, 50,000, this being 
the sum allotted for the above object out of the expected grant. The loan was 
most kindly given and the money was at once placed in the hands of the 
District Committees. This completes the grants received up to the end of 
October, the total being R32,G6,250. Two items of special subscriptions for 
these provinces amounting to R78S-8, as also R 76-10 being a moiety of 
R153-4 sent by Mrs. Hauser for supplying saris or blankets to women in 
distress, were also received from the Central Committee during the period 
covered by this report. 

16. In the following table are shown the allotments made to the District 
Distribution of grants among tho Committees and tlieir incidence per bead of 
District Committees. population : — 



District. 




Population. 

Grant. 

Incidence. 

Nagpur 

• 

» 



• 

757,862 

R 

90,850 

As. 

1 

P- 

10 

Bhandara . 

0 

• 

• 

• 

ft 


1,63,260 

8 

6 

Chanda 

• 

• 

• 

V 

4 


28,500 

0 

75 

Wardba . 

• 

, 

o 

, 

« 

U • i?J§! 

24,000 

0 

5* 

Balagliat . 

• 

• 

• 


• 

883,331 

3,11,540 

1 13 

10 

Raipur 

• 

• 

• 



l,58d, 427 

20,000* 

3,31,540 

3,08,200 

3 

1 

Bila8pur 

• 





1,164,158 


4 

I 

Jubbulpore 

• 


» 


•• 

748,146 


9 

1 

Saugor 

• 


• 



591,743 

2,97,150 

8 

0 

Damoh 



• 



325,613 

2,61,000 

12 

9 

Alandla 






339,373 

2,04,350 

9 

7 

Seoni 






370,767 

1,29,130 

5 

7 

Hosbnngabad 






529,945 

2,58,850 

7 

9 

Chbindwara 






407,494 

84,775 

3 

4 

Narsinghpur 






367,026 

2,10,000 

9 

1 

Betul 






323,196 

61,250 

3 

0 

Nimar 






253,486 

51,400 

3 

3 

Chbattisgarh Feudatories 

• 

• 


... 

35,000 

•• 

• 




Total 

• 


32,65,525 




* This grout, though sanctioned in October, was, at the request of the President, Balnghat Committee, 
held hack and sent to Jnbbnlporo early in November to cover tho cost of rabi seed purchased. 


The average for the Province, exclusive of the Feudatories, is five annas 
nine pies. The divisional averages are, for Nagpur four annas one pie, 
Chhdttisgarh three annas seven pies,* Jubbulpore nine annas, and Nerbudda 
five annas three and a half pies. The reports sent by the District Committees 
regarding their requirements were prepared with the utmost care, and they 
were considered and collated with an anxious desire to make as fair and 
equitable a distribution of the funds as was possible under the circumstances. 
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Bat, considering tlie depth of the distress, the task proved 
difficulty. It is believed, however, that on the whole the distnbution has 
given general satisfaction. Two of the Committees, Jubbulpore and Raipur 
have placed on record their sense of appreciation ot the 3 adicioas manner in 
which the needs of their districts were attended to. Bakighat is the only 
district whose demands could not he met m the proportion m which the 
estimates from the other districts were met. But the Balaghat estimate, 
though per-aps justified by the condition of the people there, was pitched 
comparatively high, and it would not have been possible to meet at in iull 
without starving the other districts. As it is, judged by the population list, 
Balaghat has received the highest grant. Next, after it, comes Damon, an , 
after Datnoh, Mandla, Jubbulpore, and Narsinghpm\ Wardha and Uhanda 
are the least affected districts, and they have received the smallest grants. 
Judged by the number in receipt of roliof, Bilaspur was not at the beginning 
so severely affected as some of the districts in the Jubbulpore Division, but 
during the rains tbe distress there suddenly came to ahead and assumed a very 
acute form, and accordingly, in the distributions made in September and 
October, Bilaspur was given the foremost place. 

17. The total receipts have been R33, 51, 919-6-1, the details 
.Receipts. as follows ! 

R a. 

Received from tlie Central Committee .• . . 32,07,115 2 

Subscriptions realized iu tlie Province . . . 75,891 15 

Miscellaneous ....... 8,909 4 


being 


P- 

o 

7 

0 


Total 


33,51,919 0 1 


Compared with what has been raised in other parts of India, tbe amount 
of local subscription will appear small. But tbe Central Provinces are com- 
paratively poor in resources, and the people here have lost much and suffered 
much in the past years from successive bad seasons. Moreover, since the 
first appearance of distress, they have been doing their best to help their 
needy neighbours, and bad already spent much in this direction when the 
present organization came into existence. In paragraph 14 an attempt has 
been made to gather together such information as is now available regarding 
measures taken by private charity before tbe formation of tbe Indian .Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund, but, owing to tbe circumstance that no organization 
then existed to keep an accurate account of everything that was dono, it has 
not been found possible to make this part of the report an exhaustive one. 
Eight thousand, nine hundred and nine rupees have been credited under 
the head cc Miscellaneous ”. A portion of this is nominal income, made up of 
refunds by relieving officers out of advances made to them, sale-proceeds of 
grain originally purchased for distribution, but afterwards sold, and a temporary 
loan taken by one Committee (Chanda). The rest is real income, being price 
of articles manufactured by persons in receipt of relief and of clothes received 
from England. Some of these latter bad to be sold, as they were found 
unsuitable for distribution. Tbe total sum realized under this last bead is 
R670-10-9. 


18. The total expenditure has been R29, 25,569-15-8, tbe details bein' 

Expenditure. as follows ; — 


33 


Under Object; I 

m ; : : 

IV ... 

Miscellaueous — 

Office Establishment . 

Postage, telegrams, printiug, a 
Railway freight and other charges J 


R a. ft. 
1,05,615 14 11 
31,389 5 9 
1,22,165 7 1 
26,52,492 12 7 


5,731 9 
8,174 14 




906 7 4 


Total . 13,906 7 4 . 

GRAND TOTAL . 29,25,569 15 8 


nnrl plac f S ? ov ™ eat orphanages were attached to tbe poor-houses 

S ma e 1 to all such institutions for extra comforts were spen 
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"without any attempt at separate classification as between orphans and other 
inmates. It has not therefore been found possible to distribute the expendi- 
ture under Objects I and II separately. But the amounts spent in m aki ng 
grants-in-aid to private orphanages have been separately shown, and their 
total comes to B30, 264-5-9. Under the head Miscellaneous is included office 
expenditure. This, for the whole Province, comes to B6,732. It was possible 
to keep dowm office- expenditure to a minimum, as much of the office work, 
including its most important parts, was done by gentlemen who gave their valu- 
able services gratuitously. The proportion which the office expenditure bears 
to the total expenditure is - 19 percent., or about two-fifths of a pie in the rupee. 

19. The following statement shows the district expenditure distributed 
under the prescribed beads : — 


District. 

Column 1. 

Column 2. 

Column 3. 

COLUMN 4. 

Percentage 

of 

expenditure 
on relief 
to total. 

Objects X and II. 

Object III. 

Object IV. 

Total of 
columns 

1, 2, and 3. 

Incurred jointly. 

Separately for 
orphans. 



8 

a. 

V- 

R a . 

P • 

X 

a. 

P- 

8 a. 

P‘ 

8 a. 

v . 


Nagpur . . 


4, :ioi 

G 

3 

Ail 


20,934 

12 

8 

G2,902 8 

0 

88,141 10 

11 

99-4 

Bhandnra . 


3,705 

0 

5 

1,238 0 

5 

19,427 

13 

4 

1,00,881 0 

0 

1,25,252 4 

2 

99-6 

Chanda 


2,739 

12 

8 

Ni l 


1,458 

12 

1 

35,423 9 

7 

39,612 2 

4 

99-5 

Wardha 


433 

7 

0 

Nil 


6,979 

1 

0 

24,318 0 

0 

30,730 8 

0 

99 0 

Balagliat . 


1,413 

2 

1 

Nil 


1,005 

12 

0 

3,25,489 11 

0 

3,27,908 9 

1 

98-4 

Raipur 


4,479 

12 

2 

20,301 14 

2 

10,237 

10 

7 

2, GO, 819 8 

1 

3,01,838 13 

0 

99-5 

Bilaspur 


13,199 

0 

9 

050 0 

0 

1,750 

0 

0 

2,74,468 14 

0 

2,90, 0G7 14 

9 

99'9 

Jubbulpore . 


J9,90i 

2 

3 

5,252 0 

0 

29,357 

0 

6 

3,07,092 7 

0 

4,22,205 9 

9 

99-7 

Saugor 


7,538 

ii 

3 

Nil 


1,777 

10 

0 

2,29,520 0 

0 

2,38,83G 5 

3 

99-7 

Damoh 


6,938 

2 

0 

Nil 


350 

0 

0 

2,49,516 0 

0 

2,55,804 2 

0 

99-8 

JMandia 


7,409 

11 

7 

Nil 


7,743 

8 

3 

1,49,403 7 

G 

1,61,561 11 

4 

09'8 

Seoni . 


0,123 

0 

10 

Nil 


1,800 

0 

6 

1,10,907 2 

7 

1,18,896 9 

11 

99-7 

Hosbnngabad 


7,035 

7 

10 

Nil 


8,014 

15 

5 

87,015 5 

G 

1,02,125 12 

9 

99-4 

Chhindyrara 


12,825 

9 

10 

Ail 


3,589 

0 

0 

04,788 12 

0 

81,203 5 

10 

99-1 

Naisinghpur 


912 

3 

0 

1,783 0 

0 

3,318 

8 

3 

1,90,722 12 

0 

1,96,735 7 

9 

99-5 

Betul . 


2,980 

12 

0 

Nil 


1,855 

b 

0 

61,782 4 

9 

5G.G24 6 

3 

99'3 

Nimar 


1,328 

8 

G 

160 0 

0 

1,997 

i 

0 

37,703 14 

4 

41,179 7 

10 

99-3 

CbbdttiFgarh Feudatories 

2,791 

7 

3 

890 1 

2 

370 

8 

0 

23,102 8 

3 

27,154 8 

8 

... 

Total 


1,05,058 12 

2 

30,204 6 

0 

1,21,003 

7 

1 

20,52,492 12 

7 

29,08,879 5 

7 

... 


, 20. The following statement shows the number 

Number of persons relieved. pers(ms rc l ieve d 




Objects I and 11. 

OBJICT in. 

Object IV. 

District. 


h 

£ 

3 

P 

d 

m-8 

2 m 

O 

Extra comforts to 

a. 

e 

K 

tc • 

C ^ 
d " 

o * 

o 

4-1 

tn 

o 

£ 

o 

o 

Doles cash or 
grain to 

f 1 

-o £> 

% §< 

* . 

Agriculturists. 

— 

Others. 

Nagpur 


4,752 

25d 



567 

5,911 

2,975 

200 

Bhandnra 


6,911 

230 

97 

554 

10,399 

... 

9,793 

200 

Chanda 


20 


• •• 

... 

1,332 

G.476 


IVnrdba 


807 

074 

• •i 

360 

1,571 


2,748 

... 

Balagliat 


7,107 



1,209 

7 

1,053 

G8,2G5 


Raipur 

. 

28,521 

li,242 

S20 

... 

4,226 

2,000 

46,842 

3,342 

Bilaspur 


8,435 

... 

30 


251 


21,315 

35,210 

... 

Jubbulpore . 

• 

20,630 

95,160 

2,626 

"467 

12,470 

10,629 

... 

Saugor 


10,522 

4,121 


... 


10,546 

... 

Dntnoh . 


7,557 

... 

230 

2 

* 

18,398 


Mnndla 


6,860 

2,639 

» . , 

1,281 

128 

1,079 

14,931 

303 

Seoni 


3,308 



113 

118 

1,689 

19,249 

... 

Hosbangnbad . 


8,093 

... 

... 

2C5 

638 

... 

7,992 

... 

Chbindwaro . 


10,605 

99 


101 

2,425 

... 

7,038 

... 

Nnrsinghpur 


1,745 

891 

891 

107 

1,781 

■ 

15,733 

... 

Betul 


1,277 

... 



128 


6,261 

... 

Nimar 


440 

648 

27 

... 

229 


4,168 

... 

Chhnttiegarh Feudatories 

3,332 

... 

... 


173 


20,484 

... 

Through tho Krecutivo 
Committeo 

415 

... 

289 

485 

370 

■ 

... 

... 

Total 

• 

137,433 

115,784 

4,260 

5,304 

35,389 

23,693 

324,424 

4,045 
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21. The distribution of relief naturally divided itself into two parts— (1).' 

relief under the first three objects, which demanded 

Distribution of relief. an( | received immediate attention, and has been 

continuous throughout; (2) relief to impoverished agriculturists, which was 
criven between the middle of May and middle of June for the Mar if, and a 
second time in the last fortnight of October (extended to the second week ot 
November in some places) for the rabi. . 

22. — The most noticeable feature of the relief given under the first object 

-was the gift of clothes and blankets to the inmates 

Relief under object I. 0 £ poor-houses, to the relief-workers, and also to those 

who were reached through the village relief system. There was ample scope 

for these gifts, as a great many of the three to seven hundred thousand persons 
who were in receipt of State aid did not come to take their place upon tho 
relief works or enter the poor-houses until they had been reduced to tho last 
stage of destitution. They came with only some dirty rags to cover their naked- 
ness, and no more humane and useful form of relief couid have been conceived 
tha n of giving clothes to these unfortunate people. Most of them . were from 
the ranks of agricultural labourers, and others accustomed at ordinary times 
to earn their living by honest labour. A good many were old and infirm or 
otherwise physically afflicted. This was again a form of relief which proved 
very popular, and never failed to evoke the liveliest gratitude. Mr. Showell, 
a Government relief officer in the Raipur District, thus writes on the subject: — 
« The next business was distributing cloth to the wretched poor, and this, 
though a very sad sight in consequence of the absolute wretchedness displayed, 
was more gratifying than any of the other work by the almost too over- 
whelming gratitude shown. The recipients were principally people on relief 
under section 34i, Famine Code, that is, people who were absolutely without 
means and often blind, lame or otherwise afflicted, and for whom no one oared.’ 
For these people to be suddenly presented with a new piece of cloth, which 
many of them certainly had not had for months, was quite an unexpected 
piece of good fortune, which they could not account for at first. But after the first 
minute or so, when they realized matters, there was no doubt about their 
gratitude, and it almost upset me in a physical sense, as they all wanted to put 
their hands under my feet.” Another form of relief under this head was the 
giving of an extra meal, in addition to what is provided for in the Famine 
Code, and also in giving vegetables cooked in ghee (clarified butter) to the 
inmates of poor-houses. Medical comforts and extras which the medical 
officers in charge thought went beyond what the Code allowed, but which 
at the same time were considered desirable for promoting health and strength, 
were also given in consultation with these officers. The agencies employed 
were generally the officers in charge of relief works and Superintendents of 
poor-houses.. In many places also the cloth was distributed by Sub- Com- 
mittees specially appointed for the purpose. The selection was made on the 
spot either by some responsible officer of Government, or some members of 
the Committee. This part of the work presented no difficulty, for there was no 
lack of deserving objects. of. this charity. The difficulty lay in another direc- 
tion. The funds being limited, out of thousands congregated at the relief 
camps, only . some could be satisfied, and whom to give aud whom to refuse 
was a question not easily solved. But, though this was so, there was no 
attempt to create confusion or force the hands of the relieving officers. Their 
decision was. generally submitted to with a resignation which went to accent- 
uate, if possible, the feeling of pity which the miserable condition of these 
people could not fail to evoke. 


23. The second object of the fund is stated to be “ providing for the 
Objeot ii— Orphan. mmntenanee of orphans.” . At the outset some 

difficulty was experienced in deciding where the 
functions of Government ended and those of the Committee began. The 
statement quoted above is general enough to justify the application 
ot the tund to the support of all orphans, including those in Government 
orphanages, and this was what was done after beginning in some places. It 
with r eYCT ’ that the statement had to be construed consistently 

Q pnnc !-P le .^ lc ^ u ? d( ? rla y the organization of the Fund. That 
principle, as authoritatively declared by Government and accepted by the 
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Central Committee, was that private charity might not supersede, hat only 
supplement State rolief. Government ' had made itself responsible for the 
saving of life, and this included the case of orphans left destitute by the death 
or disappearance of their natural guardians. All such orphans had therefore to 
be maintained from the State fund so long as the famine lasted. The Vice- 
Chairman’s circular lotter No. 837, dated the 14th of May 1897, on the inter- 
pretation of the objects of the Fund, cloared up mattors, and thereafter no 
portion of our money vras applied towards the maintenance of orphans. But 
as in the case of others, so in the case of orphans, there was a wide field for 
the utilization of our money beyond the bare preservation of life, and 
accordingly it was spont in giving olothing, extra diet, and medical comforts to 
the orphans, and in two or three places in training them in some useful crafts. 
Besides the orphans maintained by Government, there were a good many of 
them who had come into the hands of private persons and were bein°- 
brought up by them. The question arose whether we would be called 
upon to contribute towards their support. On the one hand, it was said that 
the State ns the universal guardian of all orphans had a right to their 
custody, and' no private individual could, if Government so desired, refuse to 
make over to its officers any orphan who might have come into his hands. 
Oui* Committees, if called upon to support any such orphans, could well ask 
the person in charge to hand him over to Government, and, on his refusing 
to do so, decline to give him aid. On the other hand, it was thought that it 
was neither expedient nor, under the peculiar circumstances of the case, just 
-and proper, that porsons who from pure motives of benevolence had taken 
upon themselves the onerous responsibility of saving the lives of these poor 
children should be denied aid from the Charity Fund. Our Committee accord- 
. ingly pointed out to the local Committees that private orphanages were not 
to be excluded from the scope of our organization, hut that reasonable 
aid might, at their discretion, he givon to all such institutions, provided they 
were well conducted and under due supervision. It was further pointed out 
that the fund recognized no religious disability, and it would not therefore 
he open to any Committee to lay down and enforce a special bar of oxclusion 
as against any particular religion, but that our money was to he applied 
impartially in aid of all well-regulated private orphanages, irrespective of the 
religious persuasion of their managers. The Committee have given full offect 
to these instructions, and havo extended the benefit of the fund to all deserv- 
ing cases, irrespective of caste or creed. Subsidies were given to orphanages 
in charge of mission bodies at .Tubbulpore, Narsinghpur, Bhandara, Raipur, 
Nagpur and Nimar. They also participated in the gifts of clothes, Mellin’s 
food, Triticinc, and Swiss milk received from England, and needless to say 
those thoughtful gifts did groat good. As to Nagpur, a special grant of 
P.1,000 was made by our Committee direct to the Roman Catholic orphanage 
at the agricultural village of Taima in this district, the reason being that, 
though located here, the institution is a Provincial one, the inmates having 
been collected from all parts of the Province. A further grant of R125 was 
made to it in October for purchase of rabi seed, the chief occupation of the 
orphans being agriculture. The following account of this orphanage pre- 
pared at our request by the Revd. Father Patrick Wall, who is in charge of it, 
will no doubt ho read with interest : — 

u From September past the Catholic Mission of Nagpur, though in an humble way, has 
done its best in co-operation with the Administration and other Missionary bodies, to relieve 
as many famine-stricken people as possible. Not less than 2,000 people through the whole 
of the Nagpur Diocese receive a daily pittance, and an equal number probably receive 
occasional alms. However, the most important work undertaken in connection with this 
terrible fumine is an agricultural orphanage at Tanna, a village in the tahsii of Umrer. 
The Mission bad purchased there over 1,000 acres of land some 40 years ago. From Sep- 
tember orphans aud abaudoned children were met with in various districts, and wore even 
offered from Government poor-houses. On the 28th of that month 90 such children were 
brought to Nagpur by the Bishop. A hatch of boys, 20 in number, under the direction of a 
Priest and two auxiliaries, was despatched to Tanna. The accommodation beiug too scanty 
to receive more, the construction of a largo house was immediately started, the boys working 
as coolies. Before its completion tho number of hoys had risen to over 80 : is now over 100, 
and is increasing every day. Nuns specially appointed to visit the most afflicted quarters 
and villages find almost everywhere abandoned children whom they bring once a week to 
Nagpur. It was our most chorishcd desire to build at the samo time a house of equal 
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dimensions for famine orphan girls, but unfortunately, with the numerous daily demands- 
from the starving and dying, our funds proved insufficient. We were compelled to shelter 
these in the female orphanage at Kamptee and at the Mission poor asylum^ at Nagpur. 
The boys are at present trained in every kind of occupation suited to then status m life, 
carried on in a well-managed farm, such as field cultivation, gardening, cattle rearing, etc. 

A few are also taught carpentry, smith-craft, and weaving. In addition to manual hboui of 
5 or 6 hours a day, they are taught for two hours reading, writing, and. ciphering in their 
own lan-ua-e. When they will be 18 to 20 years of age, they will be allowed to marry a 
"irl of their own caste and settle in the place with enough land for a decent living, or to go. 
back to their original villages, if they like. On this account it is most desirable aad even 
urgent that the famine girls should be trausferred there also, and receive a training suitable 
for" cultivators’ and humble tradesmen's 'wives. Every effort is being made to attain this 
object. It may be added that every care is takeu that these children keep to their own 
social customs. Their food and their clothing, etc., are the same as those of their 1 caste 
people. On the point of religion, all adults, that is, all above 7 years of age, are perfectly 
free. If they become Christian, it is at their own and repeated request and only after 
a thorough course of instruction in their duties. In conclusion we have to thank the Exe- 
cutive Committee, Indian Eamine Charitable Relief Fund, Central Provinces Branch, for the 
donation of Rs. 1,000 and of many bundles of clothing given frequently for the famine 
orphans.” 

In all 4,260 orphans have thus received the benefit of the Fund. 
As regards arrangements for the bringing np of orphans, who will be left 
undisposed of at the end of the famine, the following resolution was 
come to by our Committee at the 11th meeting, held on the 14th August 
1897 : — 

“ That as regards arrangements to look after the orphans after the famine, in view .of 
the fact that the present organisation for the distribution of charitable relief would come to 
an end with the end of the famine, and the further fact that it is not practicable to keep 
up a permanent establishment specially for the orphans, the Local Administration he re- 
quested to take over all orphans for whose maintenance the Charity Fund is responsible, 
this Committee handing over to it in a lump sum whatever funds may eventually be provided 
by the Central Committees as also all allotments by the District Committee for this special 
object, in order that the same may he administered by the Government for the benefit of 
the famine orphans.” 

The Local Government has kindly accepted tbe trust, and arrangements 
are in progress to cany it out. It has been pointed out to all local officers in a 
cicular letter that, speaking generally, orphans[are not to be*entrusted to persons 
living outside the Province, as their future treatment of the children could not 
he controlled by tbe Provincial authorities, and that the best way of disposing 
of an orphan would be to restore him or her to the society to which he or she 
originally belonged. In the case of orphans belonging to castes which furnish 
the village servants, it will frequently he found possible to arrange with the 
malguzar that the child is to he maintained in that station of life to which he 
belonged. In other cases the orphan may be re-absorbed in his original village 
community, some respectable person of the community becoming responsible 
for his up-bringing. In all these cases registers are to be maintained showing 
how and with whom the orphan has been placed out, and enqiries are to be 
made from time to time through the Police, the Patwari or otherwise, as may 
he arranged for, as to his treatment and well-being. When an orphan cannot 
be disposed of in this way, and when no relation of his comes forward to take 
charge of him, he may he handed over to an applicant who may oiler to main- 
tain and educate him without charge, preference being always given when there 
are rival applicants to the po-religionist of the orphan. In the case of applicants 
from distant districts within the Province, and of those outside the province 
especially, bonds are to he taken .whereby they will be made to hind themselves 
under adequate penalties to provide a proper maintenance for the child, to treat 
inm kindly, and to bring him up to some occupation by which he may earn his 
living. In no case are the orphans to he handed over to such persons until the 
local authorities have satisfied themselves of their respectability. Special care 
ls be taken_ in disposing of girls to see that they may not he brought up to 
a life of prostitution or servile concubinage. After the children who can be 
pioyided for m these ways have been eliminated, the residue are to be brought 
SK, 50 ” 0 recognised orphanages, which will either he maintained wholly from 
the Chanty Fund, or to which grants will be made from it. Each LenX 

S2 SS1 /ih bas been asked to submit a report by the middle of December^ 
howmg (1) how many orphans he has in his hands, with details of their sex’ 
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ago, and caste ; (2) what applications, if any, lie lias received from institutions 
wishing to take charge of them ; and (3) wliat terms those institutions ask for. 
On receipt of these reports an -estimate for the whole Province will be prepared 
by the Local Government and sent to the Central Executive Committee, in 
accordance with Resolution No. 5 of their 23rd meeting, held on the 6th of 
September 1S97. The number of orphans receiving support from the State 
Rand in the first week of October was, according to the reports sent by our 
Committees, 2,726, With the return of better times some of them must have 
been reclaimed by their relations since then, for many children believed to be 
orphans were really not so, but had merely been abandoned by their parents, 
nr been separated from them, while wandering about in quest of food. 

24 The lino dividing the sphere of action of Government from that 

of tlie Charity Eund under this head is so fine 
Object ill. that, as pointed out by the Vice-Chairman in bis 

circular letter No. 837, a good deal of care was 
needed to provent Government and charitable relief overlapping to the 
detriment of the latter. While it could be said with confidence that there 
was no such overlapping to any appreciable extent in the case of relief 
under the first two objects, the same could scarcely be predicated of relief 
under the third object. But while Government as using the money of the 
tax-payer was bound to make rigorous enquiries in order to ascertain that 
relief was really needed, and to give it only when asked for, no such strictness 
was called for in the case of the Charity Eund. It could he more freely 
used in helping people whoso station in life forbade their publicly applying 
for rolief, or submitting to official enquiries as a preliminary to grant of 
relief. However that may be, tlio number of persons coming under this 
bead is comparatively small in our Province. In tlio first place, the parda 
system, strictly so-called, obtains here only among the Mahomedans, who 
constitute a small fraction of the population. And even among them those in 
the lower ranks of society do not observo it. As to the Hindus, only females 
of high families live in strict seclusion^ while among the great majority 
of the castes, confinement within the four corners of the zenanna is a thing 
not known. With veils on, their fenialos freely move about. Again, in the 
villages here, social relations are very simple, and everyone knows all about 
his neighbours. Speaking generally, respectable persons coming under this 
third licad arc therefore only to be found in big towns, and the number of 
such towns is not large. Wc thus find that gratuitous relief, strictly so-called, 
was given on a large scale only in a few places, such as Jubbulpore, Nagpur, 
Raipur and Hoshangabad, and also in tlio Bhandora District. The system 
adopted in making proper selections was to work through sub-committees 
of native gentlemen of high character and respectability. The matter was loft 
more or less to their discretion, and through them periodical distribution of 
doles of grain or cash, or both, was made. Another mode of relief which proved 
very welcome was the gift of clothing. Dhotis and saris were freely given, 
and were everywhere accopted with tlio utmost thankfulness. Ladies of the 
Zenana Mission at Jubbulpore, Bhandara, and Nagpur and tlio Nuns of 
St. Joseph’s Convent at Nagpur, also rendered valuable services in this 
respect, and for their voluntary labours a cordial tribute is duo. Though 
not strictly observing the parda, there was no lack of families occupying 
respectable positions in their own society, and whose females would suffer any 
privation rather than take advantage of Government relief, or seek help in 
a manner likely to give publicity to their distressed condition. These were 
reached through the above ladies. Apart from district relief, our Committee 
also placed at the disposal of tlio Nuns of St. Joseph’s Convent, Nagpur, cash, 
clothes, and blankets, noth which they relieved women and children of usually 
well-to-do cultivators and others in villages hording on the Bengal-Nagpur 

Railway line between Nagpur and Raipur. 

Cheap grain chops. But it is through the cheap grain shops that the 

greatest amount of good has been done under 
this head ; and boro there was no room for the overlapping of Government and 
Charity Eund relief. Through these shops have been reached a class of people 
who were as hard hit by the famine as the poorest labourer, but who never- 
theless were precluded by their social position from taking advantage of 
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charitable relief. These are people with small fixed incomes, upon which they 
five a hand-to-mouth life even in ordinary times. The high prices which ruled 
the market during the height of the famine- put it out of their power to 
make the two ends meet, and they are known everywhere to have suffered 
indescribable miseries since the present distress first made its appearance. 
To them the Committee’s shops, where they could get wholesome food-grams 
at reasonable rates, were a God-send. Thus was reached, at a comparatively 
small cost a very wide circle of deserving peoplo in distress, who would have 
suffered in silence rather than lose their self-respect by accepting gratuitous 
relief The modus opemndi of these shops may bo thus briefly described. 
A fund was set apart from the Charity Fund, or raised by private subscriptions 
(as in Nagpur), for purchase of food-grains ordinarily in use among 
the class of people to be relieved at wholesale rates and at the cheapest 
markets. The grain thus purchased was stocked at convenient places where 
the people for whom it was intended could readily go to make tlieir purchases. 
The next step was for the Committees to prepare lists of persons to whom 
the advantage of the shop was to he extended. This was generally done by 
special Sub-committees. People whose income distributed over tlio members 
of their family gave all incidence per head below a certain fixed limit (gener- 
ally a rupee and a half per head per month) were given tickets entitling 
them to buy a certain quantity of grain every month from the shop. This 
quantity was fixed with reference to the number of members of their family, 
the allowance for adult and for children being fixed beforehand by the 
Committees. The stated quantity could be purchased in the lump or by 
instalments at the option of tbo ticket-holder any time during the currency 
of the month covered by the ticket. Each purchase would be noted on 
the hack of the ticket, and when the total quantity sanctioned would be 
supplied, the ticket would he cancelled. The rates fixed were always below 
the prevailing.market rates, and were such as gave appreciable relief. The 
loss resulting from these operations was charged against the Charity Fund, 
and represented the cost of tlie relief to the fund. Elaborate precautions, 
were adopted to prevent abuse of this concession. As the sales were made 
only to the ticket-holders, and not to tbo public generally, there was no in- 
terference with private trade, and at no time and in no district was private 
trade affected for loss dislocated by these operations. In one way, however,, 
the existence of these shops did interfere with private trade, but that was 
all through an interference which was most needed in the interest of honest 
trading. Before these shops were opened, thoro usod to he now and then 
a combination among the local dealers who arbitrarily and unreasonably raised 
rates for their own ends, and what is more, offered for sale adulterated stuff's. 
These illegitimate tactics had to bo suspended under tho wholesale rivalry 
of the Committees’ shops The first cheap grain shop was opened at Nagpur. 
When, in October 1896, the city was convulsed by a series of »rain riots • 
Mr. Bapu Rao Dada, Vice-Chairman of the Municipality, proposed the opening 
of such a shop from the Municipal Eund. But legal difficulties restin" on 
the constitution of the Municipal Committee came in tho way, and the proposal 
fell through. In the meantime prices continued to go up, and the pressure 
poorer population increased. In the city of Nagpur there is a very 


on the 


large population of weavers, who are well-known for the fine clothes they turn 
out of their looms. Erorn time immemorial they have been supplying the 


needs of the Maratha population not only in this part, hut also in the Bombay 
Presidency. Although the opening oE the mill industry has interfered with 
their business in coarse cloth to some extent, yet, so long as the times wore 
normal and the people were in easy circumstances, there was a fairly "ood 
demand for their goods, and they were able to earn a livelihood, though not 
perhaps a competency. But under the pressure of the prevailing distress ' 
when men found it difficult to buy even the necessaries of life, the demand 
for tue products of their looms ceased, and their trade for the time beim- 
collapsed. The majority of them were unable and unfitted to seek aid at the 
reliei works, and the rewas accordingly great distress among them ‘ To «rive 
them work, orders for clothes intended for distribution from the Charity Eund 
were given to them. But this could not give complete relief. The proposal to 
open a cheap gram shop was accordingly revived with the formation of the- 
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Committee did not permit of an advance bein°- mJlr ? lotmeat to tlie Nagpur 
the shop, Mr. Bapu Rao raised a capital of & R2l non l pureh , a ? e ? f S rain for 
with this as a nucleus started the ***** and 

against loss caused by sale of o-rain at rates IottpS^ S° mm ! ttee guaranteeing 
earned no interest. f® cost P rice - The capital 

leading local firms tradin- in Sn Mnd^ ° f 0ne ot the 
large business connections enahfed them to secure the grain atTh^wf' 
rates. Under their supervision and that of Mr Banu p nn +1 6 \ owes ^ ayai lable 
the means of relieving thousands of poor, hut respectable, famu£° P ^ PI ° Ted 

the y i“°^ntwTu^ StheteMaCti0m0fa - - fat as 


Nagpur 

Kamptee 

Chanda 

Balaghat 

Raipur 

Jubbulpore 

Mandla 

Seoni 4 

Chhindwara 


Period it remained open. 


May to November 1897 
15th July to October 1897 . 

15th August to 31st Ootober 1897 


25th May to 31st October 1897 
Two months 
June to October 1897 
28 days .... 

Srd July to lath October 1897 


No. of heads 
of families 
relieved 
monthly. 


6,911 

884 

8,996 

1,053 

2,000 

10,629 

1,079 

1,669 

570 


Price of 
grain bought 
for sale. 


Loss to the 
Committee. 


R 

1,85,802 

1,401 

14,408 

5,859 

17,960 


1,056 

10,286 


R 

13,223 

858 

1,458 

2,658 

7,762 

6,684 

280 

1,860 


25. 


From the very outset it was felt and recognised that, while relief ef 
oirieet tv present distress was unquestionably a most 

Belief to Agriculturists. worthy object to which to devote the fund 

, . ,, , measures to ensure the future nrosnevifv J 

the great agricultural industry, upon which everything in the Province 
depended and which had been greatly paralysed by the famine, San! 
scended m importance even this worthy object- Accordingly, in every district 
the foremost place was given to the needs of the impoverished peasant S™ 
tors with the result that R26, 52,492 out of a total expenditure*^ B292B8m 
(or 90 per cent) have been spent in giving them cattle* to plough and s’eed to 
sow them lands, and m many instances subsistence allowances in addition to 
enahie them to tide over the interval between the sowing and the harvest time 
Although it has been found impossible even with this very large sum to 
extend to al the fullest measure of relief, or to reach all who needXand 
deserved relief, none the less the amount of good that has been done is simph 
incalculable. Apart from the personal benefit to the tenants relieved the 
economic advantage to the community generally from their re-habilitation at 
a crisis of the agricultural season, has been immense. The money spent on 
them !s now coming hack many times over in the shape of a bountiful harvest 
which it has pleased Providence to bless the country with, 

26. Great attention was everywhere paid to devise and mature schemes 

to ensure distribution of this large sum worthily 
and economically. Thanks to the Local Govern- 
ment, the whole machinery of the District Revenue 
available for this important and difficult task, 
were not equally circumstanced as regards the 
character and habits . of the tenants, the nature of their lands, the kind of 
seed they needed, their . modes of cultivation, the existence of local stocks of 
grain to meet their requirements and such like matters, it was not thought 
desirable, to lay down one uniform plan of action for all. The discretion 0 of 
the District Committees was accordingly left unfettered. The following mav 
however, he said to he the main features of the system adopted : — u * 5 
The work divided itself into two parts :-(l) the selection of the tenants to 
he relieved, and (2) the distribution of the relief to them. The agenoy employed 


Agency for distribution. 

Administration was made 
As the districts affected 
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for the collection of information under the first head was the District Land 
Record staff. Eacli Patwari prepared for his circle a list of agriculturists who 
in his opinion needed help. The list was checked by the Revenue Inspector, 
assisted by the chief malguzars of the circle and the Local Board members. 
The following considerations were to guide them in framing the lists 

t a \ That the Charitv Lund was intended only for the utterly destitute, and 
' 1 none who had any possessions or credit left were to participate in 
its benefit. This had tho effect of excluding all those who were in 
a position to get loans from Govommcnt, and thus piovontcd 
overlapping of the system of relief. 

(b) Those whose lands lay fallow wholly or largely in 1S95 were to have 
preference, for if they had no credit or advances in 1895, they 
were not likely to have any in 189G. 

( 0 ) Next were to come those who had no bullocks and wore not in a 
position to secure any, for 110 one would advance seed to a man 
whose chances of sowing it were doubtful. 

(t i) Next those whose lands lay in high or in unfavourable positions, and 
rewarding whom it was known or might ho presumed that their 
crops failed in 1895 and who were at the samo time known to be 
without resources. 

( 0 ) After these were exhausted, names wore to he added of other ryots 
who wore very poor or involved in debt to such au extent as to 
make it unlikely that anybody would lend them seed. 

After the lists would he thus got ready, the Talisildar was to cheek a few 
of them at random either by local enquiry, or from his personal knowledge, or 
from his office papers, or otherwise as he might think lit. As regards distribu- 
tion, it was fully recognised that there was a great opening here for peculation. 
Lor whatever was to bo given was to bo a freo gift, and not a loan carrying 
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distribution was everywhere entrusted to responsible officers of Government 
acting under the direction of the Deputy Commissioners. In some districts 
there was a strong staff of special relief officers, and they were employed iu the 
work. Dor the kharif distribution, which was the principal distribution, tho 
services of Civil Judges and Munsiii's, whose courts woro closed for the summer 
vacation just at the right time, were, under tho orders of the Local Govern- 
ment, also utilised to the full. Again, everywhere many public-spirited mem- 
bers of District and Local Boards and our own Committees co-operated with tlio 
officers of Government in the work, and by tlieir local knowledge rendered 
valuable help. The Patwari’s list was to sorve only as a rough guide. Tho 
actual selection of the recipient was to be made on the spot by the distributin'' 
officer personally, and the money was to be handed over in his presence. As 
regards the shape the relief took, ordiuarily money grants were made, leavin'' 
it to the tenants to make their own arrangements to secure the necessary grain 
and cattle. But in some districts and parts of districts it was found necessary 
to give seed and bullocks. These were places where the local stocks had been 
depleted, and where, owing to the difficulty of communication, or other like 
causes, there was no likelihood of private enterprise supplying tho needs of the 
tenants. And here„if left to themselves, they would have been unable to bene- 
fit by money grants. Further, there were some classes of people, specially 
among the aboriginal hill tribes, who, if given cash, would have diverted it 
to illegitimate purposes. In their case, too, the gifts were made in kind. In 
making gifts of bullocks care was taken to prevent their seizure in execution 
of decrees. Instead of making them the exclusive property of the "tenants 
they were handed over to a sort of Committee of the chief men of the village’ 
who were made responsible for their keep, getting a grant from the Committee 
ior the purpose. The animals thus remained the property of the Committee, and 
could not therefore he made available for the satisfaction of the debts of the 

wb °f e ° nly . ° ver the , m was the right of user. Seizure of agri- 
cultural cattle is no doubt illegal under the Code of Civil Procedure, but none 
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the less they are' often attached in defiance of law, aud the tenants, to avoid 
the trouble, expense, and loss of time incidental to Court proceedings, do not 
generally care to object. Accordingly the above expedient had to be adopted, 
and it proved effective. This system had another advantage. Funds did 
not permit of gift of cattle to every tenant. The bullocks made over to the 
village Committee were available for use by all the village tenants in distress 
by turn. 

27. The following extract from Mr. Assistant Commissioner Low’s report, 
How the system worked. Penally distributed Si, 04, 679 in Bilaspur, 

shows how the system described above actually 

worked : — 


“ All distributions were made on the spot. The money was carried about in two 
large boxes on an elephant under a Police guard of two men, who proved more 
than sufficient. On starting work the tent was opened on one side, and three or four 
tables placed in a row. These were occupied by the Tnhsildai- or Revenue Inspector, 
wlio were assisting me in making the enquiry, by Mr. Streatfeild, whose special 
province was that of paying out the cash, aud by myself. It was my practice to take two 
or three villages in the presence of the Tahsildar or Revenue Inspector, and when I was quite 
sure that they understood the principles on which to proceed, I set them to work. Their 
proposals were checked and signed by me, before being sent on to Mr. Streatfeild for pay- 
ment. Each village was entered up by a patwari in the register of pa 3 'ments, as it was paid, 
showing the amount given to, and the name of, each man and the total for the village, * 
* * * Each village list, being signed by Mr. Streatfeild as paid in his presence, 

served as a voucher. * * * - We usually had about ten or twenty Patwai is at 

work, and a hill-tent, containing the enquiring and disbursing staff, three or four moharirs, and, 
say, fifteen Patwaris, is not an elysinm in the middle of May. As regards the appearance and 
demeanour of the recipients, it is not easy to do full justice to its peculiarities. The hundreds, 
even thousands, of quaint creatures, each with his daily stock of food tied up in little knots in 
his clothes, his head sometimes hare, and sometimes protected from the sun by his kumri , a 
sort of cross between a hat and a parasol, made of leaves and bamboo, his long leaf pipe 
stuck behind his ear, would have been a striking sight to a visitor from the outside world 
* * * * * Disappointed applicants, who were, I regret to say, only 

too numerous, were most persistent, and, though one did not like to be harsh to them, 
in view of their very real distress, they had often to be removed somewhat un- 
ceremoniously to allow work to proceed. The insauitary conditions caused by the massing 
together of the thousands who often surrounded our camp were not without their effects, and 
we had numerous cases of cholera both among the applicants for relief and among our staff. 
These we dealt with as so far as we were able * * * 

On revisiting the circles when the second allotment was disbursed, I had numerous 
opportunities of seeing how the original recipients had employed the money. Many had of 
course spent a greater or less portion of it on food. One famity of Gonds even went the length 
of buying goats, liquor, and other appurtenances of a feast, and giving themselves and their 
neighbours the treat of a square meal, after which they returned to the load works. A long 
course of insufficient food produces, I imagine, the same kind of craving in these persons for 
a really good meal, that a long march in the sun does in more civilized individuals for a really 
satisfactory long drink. Yet there were very few cases in which a substantial proportion of 
the money had not been set aside for or used to purchase seed grain. The purchase of this is 
not an easy matter, involving journeys to village after village in search of it.” 


Tlie following abstracted from the Mandla report by Mr. Balaji Ganga- 
dbar, also illustrates the same subject, giving at the same time some of the 
incidents attending the distribution of relief : — 

"Lists of tenants in distress had been prepared in advance by the Patwaris and checked 
by the Revenue Inspectors aud Additional Tabsildars. The total requirements according to 
these lists being much in excess of the allotment that could be made, viz., R.1,10,000, they had 
to be cut down to make the two ends meet. This sum was divided among seven disbursing 
officers, to each of whom a definite area was assigned. In each such area four or five dis- 
bursing centres were fixed, and at each centre it Was arranged that cultivators within a certain 
defined circle should collect for receiving their grants. As the disbursing officers visited one 
of these centres, he found there a considerable crowd already collected. They had come under 
the guidance of their respective patwaris, mukaddams and kotwars. They had been hearing 
since March last that seed and plough-cattle would be given to such of them as were 
in distress, free of cost, but they could hardly believe this. They would say in reply 
to those who gave them the news : ‘ Yes, the Sarkar will give seed and bullocks.’ 
But the tone implied incredulity, and the half-stifled sigh which followed showed how 
much they wished for, but doubted, such a thing happening. WbeD, however, they 
saw the disbursing officer with his hags full of coin, they felt that things were really 
getting interesting, and there arose a murmur of excited expectation aud half-expressed grati- 
tude. The ryots who had been told that gratuitous help would he given them were of course 
there. But along with them were others who had come hoping to get tacavi, as the disburs- 
ing officer had with him also Government money for tacavi advances. And there were again 
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many more who were not tenants at all, but had been attracted by the rumour that money 
“‘.s to be given in charity. Among these latter were a number o£ utterly destitute and 
emaciated wanderers, who refuse all organised relief as i provided by Government even when 
2 iven gratuitously and in the most attractive manner, but whom an innate dislike to anything 
like settled life seems to drive restlessly from place to place The appearance of the place was 
not without its peculiarities. There were the tenants seated in uneasy looking and expectant 
attitudes keenly watching the proceedings and awaiting their turn to be called up ; there 
were tke'kotwars (village watchmen) decked in their red pagris and long spears, keeping order 
and marshalling up the people by their villages and bringing them forward as they were 
called • and then the little group of patwaris and local malguzars with the disbursing officer 
at the* centre. The mornings were occupied in checking the lists made by the patwaris. 
Every ryot whose name found a place in them was called up, his own statement of his condi- 
tion heal'd, and, so far as possible, verified by the headman or some respectable resident of the 
villa cr e The people of this district, mostly Gonds, are a simple race, and it is not difficult to 
elicit” the truth from them. Sometimes the applicant would hazard a recklessly general 
statement that he had no cattle for ploughing, but a little cross-questioning would elicit the 
fact that this only meant he had not his proper number ; one was dead or had been sold, but 
one was still in his possession. On the other hand, some eases of real dishonesty had to be 
dealt with, and several attempts at impersonation were discovered. Mr. Sharp mentions the 
following interesting instance, showing how reluctant some persons were to accept the chari- 
table aid : — 

‘ The men of one village, who certainly gave me no impression of great wealth, came 
to say they wanted a loan, but their landlord would not stand security, though the men had 
lands to mortgage: therefore a loan could not be granted to them. On enquiry into their 
condition I came to the conclusion that they were deserving of gratuitous relief, and offered 
it to them, but they with unwonted pride refused it ; they wanted nothing but a loan. I 
referred them to the district head-quarters, and am glad to say that they were then persuaded 
that the receipt of a present would not be derogatory to their dignity. Whereupon they 
returned to me, and each received a new start in life from the Charitable Fund.’ 

“ Generally there was nothing particularly striking or pathetic in the proceedings, for the 
real pathos and significance of the whole matter lay in its monotony. It was the same sad 
tale all over, — seed all gone, plough-cattle, some or all, dead or sold, the ryot and his family 
subsisting mostly on jungle produce, or maintaining themselves by working at the relief 
camps. It was a pleasure to help these latter, the men who had the good sense to help 
themselves by taking advantage of the works. They were able to go back to their fields in . 
a fit condition, while those who had not the energy or the sense to follow the example, but 
had stayed at home eking out a precarious living in their villages and forests, frequently 
bore marks of extreme privation. But the influx of these men and the necessity of enrolling 
them afresh on the list of deserving tenants made the already heavy work still heavier, and 
it was often late before the necessary amount of checking and new enrolling had been done, 
aud all retired for the midday meal. Next followed the filling in of the receipt forms and the 
making up of the cash-book and other clerical work, aud then in the afternoon came the great 
event of the day — the actual distribution of the money. This took place in the presence of 
all in the verandah of the Police post, or if there was none, in the tent, or else under the 
shade of some big tree. The same crowd was already there, and those villagers who had 
been selected in the morning as deserving of help were placed in front. The first thing was 
to explain to all who were assembled the nature and purpose of the fund — that it had been 
raised by subscriptions in England and in other parts of the world to help them, and the like 
of them, in their present distress; it was further impressed on them that the money 
must bo used for agricultural purposes, and not frittered away. When the amount of the 
total subscriptions was mentioned, a hum of wonder at its magnitude generally broke forth. 
The money bags were then opened, and the people called up village by village ; as each 
recipient came to the table, he made his mark or touched the pen with which the entry of ' 
receipt was made in the books, and the money was then counted out and paid. Sometimes 
before telling them how much they were to receive, they were asked how much they wanted to 
enable them to till their fields ; the sum suggested generally tallied fairly with what had‘ 
been decided upon. 

The reluctance to accept charity referred to hy Mr. Sharp was a feature 
in some of the other districts also. Mr. Sadasheo Rao, of Narsinghpur 3 makes 
mention of a class of people there who call themselves “ Xanovas” and claim to 
be descended from the Koioravasoi the Mahabharat. They have a high sense of 
honour, and though reduced to abject poverty, they declined to accept the prof- 
ferred aid as charity, though willing to take it as loan. To satisfy their amour 
propre it was given in the garb of of a loan, without of course any intention 
of recovering it. The same thing happened with the Kallars in the Seoni 
district. Excommunication is the penalty their strict caste rules prescribe 
for all those who. for^fif.+incp whnf. m QT r AWQ 4- It n 1->a« 1L _• > 


for all those who, forgetting what they owe to the honour of their caste accept 
chanty f, om the public. Mr. Harita Chatterjee, o( Khandwa, says ■- P 
... n so ™e villages where our officers had gone to make distributions for rah; 11 - - 
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28. It must be admitted that, speaking generally, these gifts were 

received with stolid indifference. But the class 

Gratitude of the people. of people relieved are little given, as a rule, to 

noisy demonstration of either grief or joy. None 
the less this boon of free gifts of seed-grain and plough-cattle at a most oppor- 
tune moment made a great impression. At the beginning the tenants could 
not realize that all their needs were going to be supplied free of cost. Such 
an act of generosity was not part of their past experience. Advances for agri- 
cultural requirements meant for people in their circumstances incurring liabilities 
on onerous terms and at heavy rates of interest. The minute enquiries made 
as to their losses in the past, their resources in the present, and their needs in 
the future had therefore not unnaturally the effect of rousing their suspicions, 
and at the outset they were rather backward in coming forward. But gradu- 
ally they come to understand that large sums had been raised by public sub- 
scriptions in England and elsewhere, and that these were going to be distributed 
among them as free gifts. At most places this unprecedented act of benevol- 
ence stirred their innermost heart. Many with uplifted hands invoked 
Heaven’s blessings on their unknown benefactors, whilst others threw them- 
selves at the feet of the officers engaged in the work of relief and in their own 
rude way tried to show how deeply they appreciated what was being done to 
them. In some places they were unable to understand that their donor was 
other than their “ mabap,” the Sirkar ”. “ And the impersonal way in which 
they regard this abstraction or any of its various incarnation from a Tahsildar 
upwards is,” says Mr. Low, “the main cause of this apparent want of feeling.” 
Mr. Shewell, of Raipur, writes : — 

“ The tenants took the distribution in a very matter of fact manner, hut I think the 
reason that so little apparent gratitude was shown was that since the failure of the crops last 
year the tenants had been told that they would he helped by seed. Some of them remarked 
that, if it had not beeu for the English people, they and their families would have died, 
concerning which there is no doubt.” 

Mr. Gopal Dutt Josbi, Civil Judge, one of tbe distributing officers in 
Saugor, writes : — 

“ The recipients of relief very gratefully accepted the gifts, and, conscious as they were 
of their own helplessness and destitution, their expressions of gratitude towards their generous 
donors at the timely help extended to them were so loud and profuse as to defy description. 
A large number in their own artless way thus gave vent to their feelings — ‘ Long live the 
Maharani under whose benign rule and care we live, and may we be of some use in this world 
or the next to those kindly disposed persons who have come forward to help us in this time of 
our sore distress.” 

Dr. Quinn in bis report of the Damoh Committee writes : — 

“The joy and satisfaction evinced by the recipients of these grants can better be imagined 
than described. The needy tenants had thronged at Damoh in thousands. The town was 
congested for about a month. British bounty was admired and gratefully acknowledged.” 

The one drawback to this great act of charity was tbe inevitable dis- 
appointment of those who could not be made to participate in it. But even 
as it is, great as has been tbe material gairi, tbe moral gain has, perhaps, been 
greater. The tens of thousands wbo bave benefited by tbe fund bave carried 
with them the message of good will and sympathy as embodied in it to a vast 
number of homes and to tbe remotest corners of tbe Province. 

29. Mr. Robertson, Deputy Commissioner, Jubbulpore, and Chairman, Jub* 

foulpore Committee, has kindly drawn up tbe follow- 
Distribution of American grain. jug memorandum on the distribution of grain 

received from America : — 

“ When it was known that grain was expected from America for distribution in famine 
districts, the Revd. Dr. Johnson, of Jubbulpore, was kind enough to say that he would use 
his endeavours to procure a supply for this district. He asked me to let him know the railway 
stations to which it should be sent. I accordingly instructed him that grain might be sent 
in certain stated proportions to Kutni, Sleemanabad Road, Sehora Road and Jubbulpore 
stations on tho East Indian Railway. 

About the middle of August I was informed that a large consignment was being 
despatched as arranged. The first to arrive was the consignment for Kutni, which came 
about August 20th, Information of its arrival was at once wired to me, and I went to Kutni 
to arrange for its distribution. By this time tbe famine in the adjoining district of Mandla 
had developed in a serious manner, and the Commissioner of the Jubbulpore Division 
dressed me to spare some of the grain intended for my district, so that it might be available 
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for Manila. I therefore arranged to send, one truck of the Kutni gram direct to Jubbulpore, 
so that the Manila district might receive this as an advance consignment. A farther supply 
would be sent to Manila from the Jubbulpore consignment itself as soon as the latter 
arrived. Two trucks were sent to llupond station on the Bengal -Nagpur Railway to be 
distributed by the Circle Officer of Barwara. One truck was made over to the Climch 
Missionary Society at ICutni for distribution amongst, the poor of the town. The lomamdei 
was "iven out in doles among the poorer classes ot cultivators, particularly aborigines and 
low-castes. We bad already lists of these poor cultivators prepared for the purposes of the 
Mansion House Fund. The amount of the latter was not sufficient^ to adequately supply the 
cultivators with food-grain during the rains, wlieu they were ploughing their holds and tend- 
ing their crops, and the distribution of the American grain therefore served a most useful 

obiect in to some extent supplying this want. , „ _ . 

The distribution was effected in every case under the control or a 1* amine iieliet officer, 
and I can testify to the work having been well carried, out. The general plan adopted was, 
first, to choose a village where the inhabitants were aborigines or were known to be specially 
poor. The Mansion House relief list of the village was scrutinized, and the poorer tenants 
selected. A signed ticket was then given to the tenant for 20 or 30 seers, or as the ease 
might be, and lie was told to go to the Central Store where the grain was kept, present bis 
ticket, and receive bis dole. Tickets of different colours were issued for different quantities 
of grain, so that the illiterate people might know tho value of their tickets aud gob supplied 
with the right amount. 

This was the usual procedure, though local officers occasionally departed from it accord- 
ing to local circumstances. I may add that the plan enabled distribution to be done at very 
little cost. The cultivators were ready to walk long distances to the Central Store to get 
their supply, aud as in the rains almost the only means of transport iu this district is by 
coolies, the cultivators did the carrying themselves, and there was thus no extra cost. 

The consignments for Sleemanabad, Sehora, aud Jubbulpore all arrived before tho 
end of August, and distribution was taken in hand at once. Of the Jubbulpore eonsign- 
5 tracts were gj veu ( 0 the Muudla District, and tho American Mission kept 

C '- — trucks to me for distribution in the villages in the 


ment, 


(1,788 rnda 
makim 


over 


(2,031 mds.) 


(1,038 mds.)’ 
south of the district. 

One remark I must make, and that is, that a good deal of wastage took place in handling 
the grain at tho railway stations, as the bags in which it was received were generally in a 
bad state. It was in fact found necessary to buy new bags, into which to put the grain 
before it could be carted from tho railway. These bags, when the grain was distributed, 
were re-sold and their value credited to the Charitable Bund, which lmd borne tho exponses 
of distribution. As already explained, the expenses were comparatively light. The accounts 
received show that the whole distribution was effected at a cost of considerably under R1,000. 

I append a short statement showing details of distribution as carried out by the agency 
of the Deputy Commissioner : — 


Place. 

Families helped. 

Nnmbcr of 

Quantity 


persons in tho 

of grain distri- 

Kemaeks. 

1 



families. 

bntod. 

ICutni .... 



Mds. 


•1,896 

17,000 

2,680 

854 Mds. to Mandla. 

Sleemanabad (Sehora) . 

5,530 

19,000 

3,340 

303 „ to Clraroh Missionery 

Socioty. 

Jubbulpore 

4,000 

15,000 

2,190 



L * a uuu ^.v«muuuauysaytnactu8 grain was thankfully received by tin 
cultivators. 1 hey were not quite sure what to do with the beans, but I believe the genera 
tb , at t ! lCy , Sh ° uld be ground and used as “dal" (pulse-meal which is 


•* a A •j • b “=» mu i puise-meai wuicn is catei 

wffiS 1 o \i ‘ A deSir . 6 - T' \ P[ evalenfc in s °mo places to keep back a little of tho rye 
considered a new kind of wheat and sow it. From this I dissuaded the cultivator: 

nffipprq loot m l0W y here ; ^ r ‘ ^ amot fc, one of the most experienced of my relie: 
officers, has told me that the people were keener about the distribution of the grain than abou 

tZl f . 1 U ° £ , lb WaS f ° m . o£ ^ appealed to them most, and I car 

testify fiom my own expeuence to the gratitude with which it was received.” 

30.* For the distressed Feudatory States in the Chhattisgarli Division, tlx. 

Cldidttisgarh Feudatories. E25 > 000 

to this our Committee added EI0, 000, making a tota 
ot R35,000. D 


These States are Id in number. 

--led by 

revenue and are responsible for 




_ / — VUWi 

the well-being of the people 


ow: 

nnde 


^ — CJ 

Commisriouer^cStisgaih DivSionf 13 kmdly pLlCed afc tbo °f tho Committee by Mr. Younghuobai 
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their charge, over whom they wield quasi-sovereign powers. Their revenues 
vary from about half a lakh to about three lakhs in the year. Their aggre- 
gate population is a little over 21 lakhs. The States are all solvent. At the 
same time they have necessarily to live more or less from hand to mouth, and 
have no reserves of capital to fall back upon. The relief of distress in any- 
thing like a serious form is enough to tax not only all the available balance, but 
practically all the credit of any of these little States. In the eastern group, 
consisting of five of these States, the conditions were closely akin to those of 
the Satnbalpur District, with which they are geographically connected. They 
all had a full average rice harvest, which is their principal crop. And, al- 
though the high prices of grain, stimulated by increased facilities of export, 
have pressed heavily on some of the poorer classes, the condition generally 
was not such as to justify the diversion to them of any portion of the 
Charitable Eund. The two southern States of Hanker and Bastar were also 
similarly circumstanced, and there was no need to help them too. 

It was only the remaining seven States that were in a distressed condition 
and requiring help from the Charity Eund. Their population is 770,260. 
Rupees 35,000 havo been thus apportioned among these : — 


S 

Kawarda. ......... 6,750 

Clilraikhadmi ......... 3,750 

Khairagark ......... 5,500 

Raj Nandgaon ......... 6,000 

Saraugarh . . . . . . - . . . 5,000 

Raigark .......... 3,500 

Sakfci 4, 500 


The villages of the first f our of these States are very much interlaced into the 
villages of the Raipur District, and the development of distress has been the 
same in them all. There was thus the same scope here for the action of private 
charity by way of supplement to the State relief, as organized by the Chiefs 
themselves, as there was in the neighbouring district of Raipur. Belief has 
generally taken the shape of providing the inmates of the poor-houses main- 
tained by the States with clothes and blankets, and in giving seed-grain and 
bullocks to the needy agriculturists. As regards local agencies for distribution 
of the relief, it would appear from the Commissioner’s report that the Chiefs of 
these States (where there are ruling Chiefs) are all enlightened and public- 
spirited rulers, and they take a personal interest in the administration of 
famine-relief in their States. In everyone of them, moreover, there is a 
selected Government official of standing, in the capacity either of Superintend- 
ent, or of Diwan, whose duty it is to see to the proper application of the money. 
There are also plenty of non-official residents of the class which has done so 
much good work in our District Committees, whose services have been availed 
of in this matter of right distribution of the Eund. 


The following table gives the number of persons relieved in these seven 
States : — 


Under object 


I 

II 

III 

2,841 

491 

173 


IV 

10,140 


District Reports. 

31. The form which relief under the first two objects generally took was 
Raipur. to give extra diet, medical comforts, and especially 

Mr. 03wciL clothes. A regular monthly grant was also made 

to a private poor-house maintained by the Revd. I . Lobr in Bisrampur. The 
cases of specially prepared foods received from England did much good to 
children and the sick. It is in the direction of clothing, however, that a great 
deal has been dono. Many of the inmates of poor-houses and the relief- 
workers came with literally nothing but a rag to cover their nakedness, and 
the value of this form of relief in saving life and its popularity have been 
testified by all relieving officers. 
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Cloth, has been obtained in three ways— 

m By purchase from local weavers. . , „ lt 

121 Recovered from weavers who . have received advances from the 
Committee. By far the largest amount of cloth has been 
obtained in this way, as tho Committee has been giving direct 
relief to weavers on rather a largo scale. 

(3) Received in hales as gifts from England. In all four hales wcro 
recoived— 2 hales of clothing and 2 of blankets. Of tho two 
former, the contents of one having been found unsuitable for 
distribution, and there being no domand for them amongst tho 
respectable classes who were being relieved at the time with money 
doles, were sold by auction, and a handsome sum realized, the sale- 
proceeds having been utilized in the purehaso of llannel, etc., out 
of which over 1,000 children have been rolioved by means of 
small jackets made out of tho material bought, and relief at the 
same time afforded to small tailors who made them up. Relief 
has, therefore, been given in a more practical form and extended 
over a wider area than would have been possible with tho 
original garments. Tho second bale of clothing, received through 
tho Commissioner, was found more suitable for distribution and 
was given to threo missionary agencies in the district, and tho 
missionaries have all recorded their appreciation of the gifts, and 
that of those to whom they gave them. Of tho two bales of 
blankets, one was found to consist of really handsome woollen 
rugs. Hero, again, with the consent of tho Central Committee, 
an auction was held, and with tho proceeds 7S more suitable 
country blankets wore given to the sick in the Poor-House 
Hospital, thus again distributing the relief over a wider area, the 
Committee fooling assured that, in acting as they did, they were 
only carrying out the wishes of tho kind and thoughtful douors. 
The othor bale contained 65 blankets, and they were personally 
distributed by the Deputy Commissioner on one of his tours in 
the distriot. 

With the setting iu of the cold weather tho demand for blankets has 
largely increased, and tho recent allotments of funds mado specially for tho 
purchase of blanltots has been most welcome. The distribution of blankets is 
still in aotivo progress, chietly to workers as final gifts on their being scut to 
their villages as the works gradually close. As many as possible aro being 
purchased from the actual makors, a class called Gararujas, who arc really 
shepherds and cowherds, and who combine tho making of blankets with their 
own legitimate occupations. 

One important branch of the Raipur Poor-Houso is the Leper Asylum, 
and the inmates of this have beon receiving grants for small luxuries where- 
with to alleviate their sufferings, and gifts of clothing and bedding. Regarding 
the education of orphans, Mr. Gangasing, Extra Assistant Commissionor, iu tlio 
relief circle under his charge, has been providing thorn with elementary 
technical education. " 


Under Object III relief, by money doles, has not been confined to head- 
quarters, hut has been carried on by relief officers all over the district. Por 
the purposes of this relief in Raipur the town was divided into circles, and 
individual members of the Committee mado themselves responsible for each 
circle. Pour classes of tickets were issued, and the recipients of relief divided 
into corresponding classes according to the extent of their distress. By 
adopting this system it was possible to gradually reduce the relief without 
unnecessary hardships. Until now there are a very few eases left, and these will 
be off the Committee’s bands shortly. The amount of the doles, too, have been 
gradually diminished. Parowell gifts are now being made to the old and 
infirm of pieces of cloth. The Committee worked for sometime side by side 
with Government. Pinally, the Committee took the relief over entirely, Govern- 
ment making them a subsidy in aid. The cheap grain under tho charge of 
Jm ’- tr0u i‘ has done an immense amount of good. He writes : 

firs , fc da y o£ °ur cptming was something to be remembered. For days previous 
lowas novered round our future shop and made anxious enquiries as to the date of its open- 
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ing. The prices in the bazar had been reduced to the merest gambling, as they fluctuated 
- according to even the petty demands made by the mofussil purchasers, and as regards the 
quality of the stuff offered, it cannot be characterized as anything but dirty sand, pulverized 
leaves of peepal and other trees, and bfinsa and chopped straw were only too freely employed 
in admixing with rice and wheat. And this stuff even could not be anywhere had at more 
than seven seers per rupee, The uniform rate at which we- commenced to sell wheat and 
rice was 10 seers per rupee. The sale was authorised only to persons who were recommended 
as 'not possessing an income of more than ® 5 per mensem. * * * 

jjj 

The shop has relieved those honest poor who, though too proud to receive gratuitous doles, were 
all the more deserving of our greatest sympathy. These men who work hard and get little, 
would have been indeed veiy hardly off, were it not for our grain shop.” 

The classes that have been relieved under Object IV have been — 

(i) Distressed cultivators. 

(ii) Weavers. 

. (iii) Artizans other than weavers. 

1. To take .the case of distressed cultivators first — 

The Piitwaris * lists were not of much practical use, as they were prepared 
on too liberal a scale, and it would have been impossible to relieve all whose 
names found a place on these lists. For the purposes of distribution the 
district was divided into 11 circles, each being in charge of an officer of Govern- 
ment. Personal distribution of relief has been the rule. 

The different forms which relief to distressed cultivators have taken are — 

1. KJiarif seed grain. 

a. Khdwai or subsistence allowance. 

3. Jiali seed grain. 

4. Plough cattle. 

5. Loans. 

1. To take Icharif seed grain first — 

A Special Sub-Committee, with the Deputy Commissioner as President, was 
appointed to administer this form of relief. 

In some cases allotments of money were made to relieving officers, and they 
were instructed to make their own arrangements for the purchase of seed grain 
for distribution. In other oases actual grants of grain were made to officers for 
distribution in centres where grain was not to be had locally. These grants 
were made from stores of grain purchased and collected at certain centres. 
There were certain villages where either the seed did not germinate, or the 
crops as they came up failed from lack of sufficient moisture, and the case of 
these villages has not been lost sight of. Provision has been made for them by 
the purchase and storage of a certain quantity of this season’s dhan. Certain 
loans, too, which will he recoverable early in May 1898, will be available for 
the purchase of dlidn for these villagers, whose case deserves special consider- 
ation from the fact that not only have their Icharif crops failed, hut also their 
rabi sowings. 

The giving of subsistence allowance to cultivators with the special object 
of keeping them in heart during the weary period of waiting for the harvest, 
and further of keeping them in health and strength to enable them to look 
to their fields, has been a special feature of relief. 

All the reports of relieving officers testify to its value and importance as 
supplementary to the liberal aid given by Government in the same direction. 
These reports testify not only to its efficacy in actually saving life, hut to its 
being the means of ' preventing many a hard-pressed cultivator from selling 
his standing crops in advance, in order to obtain the means of keeping himself 
and his family alive. 

The system of distribution varied according to the needs of the cultivators 
in the respective circles. Some officers found a combination of grants of 
grain with cash most efficacious ; others gave cash only.. 

That no demoralization has resulted from this charitable relief has been 
well illustrated in this district by the sudden cessation of the demand for 
khaioai as soon as the crops began to ripen. Sooner than be dependent upon 
others, the cultivators in many circles would cut from their .standing crops 
just enough to meet their limited requirements for the day. This characteristic 
was still more strikingly exhibited in another circle by the refusal of certain 
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sufficient moisture in the soil. The special value to tenants of °J°PJ 

lies in the fact that the better prices obtainable for the more valuable ciops ot 
which the rabi harvest consists, enable them to pay rents and outstandin 
debts. The relief, therefore, that has been given m . this [direction ^shmdd.jf all 
goes well, prove most valuable. The area sown with the aid of the Chanty 
Eund is as much as 86,863 acres. 

As regards plough-cattle, three methods were followed . ■ 

1. Some relieving officers themselves purchased the cattle, and distri- 

buted them through the headmen of villages to villagers m need. 
These men were made responsible for their keep, and a small 
grant made to them for the purpose. 

2. In the other cases sums of money were given to tenants wherewith 


to buy cattle. , c 

3. One relieving officer found it the best plan to give small sums ox 

money to cultivators to enable them, following their general . 
custom, to hire cattle. 

The Porest Department had opened out their jungle reserves^ for the free 
grazing of cattle purchased by the Committee. The jungles in the north- 
west zamindaries were also freely made use of. The Committee are now 
considering the question of the future disposal of the cattle, which of course 
are their property, as they have purposely been lent, not given, to prevent 
their being seized for debt. They are now in some cases being utilized in 
connection with a scheme elaborated by the Deputy Commissioner for the 
rehabilitation of cultivators, some 50,000 of whom, at a census taken in July, 
were found absent from their respective villages. But now villages which 
were practically deserted are being again peopled, and these new-comers are to 
be presented with a yoke of oxen or so apiece, and with a small sum whereby 
to earn a livelihood by trading until their lands can be got ready for cultiva- 
tion. In other cases relieving officers are being permitted to present them to 
the most deserving of the tenants in their circles. Relieving officers have also 
been instructed to utilize balances in their hands under any of the heads of 
relief in the same direction, and this , is being now done. Agricultural loans 
have not been made on any large scale. Early in the year a small loan was 
made at his special request to the Revd. J. Lohr, a Missionary and Honorary 
Magistrate, who has been doing signal service in the cause of relief in his part 
of the district — Bisrampur — for certain Christian cultivators. The Committee 
have since converted this into a free gift, and have received his special thanks 
for doing so. Another small loan has been granted to certain small mal - 
gusars in the Drug Tahsil, but this will be recovered from- them, as they will be 
able to afford it after the rabi crops are harvested, for which purpose it was 
specially made. This is also the case with a rather larger loan which has 
recently been made to some small malguzars on behalf of their tenants, in 
the north-west zamindaries at the special request of Mr. Shewell. 

Next under head IY, we come to weavers. More direct relief has been 
given to those people in this district than perhaps elsewhere, and next to culti- 
vators they form a very important class. The system adopted was to make 
money advances and to demand in return cloth to the value, as much as 
possible, of the amounts advanced. As much cloth as might reasonably have 
been expected has been returned, and has proved a most valuable adjunct to 
the resources of relief at the disposal of the Committee. The value of the 
recoveries, exceeding’ half of the total sums advanced, the balance when distri- 
buted over the total number of weavers relieved only represents an incidence 
ot about ltd for the whole period for each head of a family, corresponding 
practically to the amount given as Ichaioai to the cultivators. This shows how 
small an amount is required to give effective relief, if only a stimulus can be 
given to trade. 


v Y»s at first thought that the Government would have undertaken this 
at request of the Deputy Commissioner the , Committee 
was a x, rst ' vlth a subsid y from Government, but afterwards as- it 

J p Ve r altogether 118 Comimttee would have ful1 use fo l’ all the cloth, they- took 
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Xu a supplementary report by Mr. Gour, be gives tbe classes of weavers 
relieved as follows : — 


1. Panlras. 

2. Momins. 


3. Koshtas. 

4, Salewars. 


He says : — 

“ The classification is arranged in the ascending scale, the Pankas being low caste weavers, 
the Momins being nomadic Musulmans from the North-Western Provinces plying a similar 
trade, the Koshtas and Salewars being Hindus, the latter belonging to a Telegu-speaking- race, 
making cloth specially adapted for tbe use of high caste Hindu women. °It is significant 
that the order in which I have classified these artizans is also the order in which they appeared 
before me for relief. The low caste Panka living from hand to mouth even in ordinary times 
was the first to suffer ; the Momin, who, like his confrere, the Panka, also leads a desultory 
life, was the next j while the thrifty Hindu, who came to me last of all, held out till distress 
was really acute and the market absolutely dull. Other artizans who came for relief were the 
blanket-makers or Gurarujns : they also in the best of times lead but a precarious existence.” 

Of all these classes, Mr. Gour considers the Momins as least deserving of 
relief. [Finally, comes the class of artizans other than weavers. In this may 
he included workers in brass and copper, otherwise called tanners, goldsmiths, 
and silversmiths, or sonars, bangle-makers or workers in lac, besides tailors 
and dyers and craftsmen of other petty industries. The great value of this 
form of relief, again, like that given to weavers, was the stimulus given to 
trade. Valedictory doles are being made to alleviate cases of hardships 
arising from a too sudden cessation of the ordinary relief that has been so 
regularly sought and so regularly given. It has been given to weavers, to 
townspeople, to villagers, and to individuals, being sent to their respective 
homes from the relief works that are now being closed, and from poor-houses ; 
and a very acceptable form of relief it is proving. 

Report concludes : — 

“ Finis coronat opus : with the help of a favourable agricultural season the Committee 
may now have some reason to congratulate itself upon the result of its labours, and, though 
finality has not yet been reached in its operations, it is not far off, for — in the expressive words 
of a cultivator — * The famine is no longer a Desk lea Diikdl, it is but a Game lea DuTcdl .’ It 
now therefore remains for this Committee, in tbe name of all who have benefited from tbe 
fund, to thank those generous donors, whether in India o;- in England, whose hearts have 

been stirred to give so freely of their substance to relieve their distressed fellow-beings in their 

hour of dire distress.” 

32. The part of the district which was most affected is known as the 

, „ r ,, _ , Jagir. The soil here consists of barren stoney 

land hardly one foot m depth, which requires a 
copious rainfall to raise even the inferior millets which form the staple crop 
of the aboriginal tribes who people this tract. Even in good years the outturn 
hardly suffices to maintain the cultivator and his family all the year round. 
So they migrate to the Nerbudda Valley at harvest time, after which they 
return to collect the malma in their villages, and on this they subsist till 
the early rain crops ripen in August. 

The Committee decided that it was unnecessary to give additional comforts 
in the shape of food, and that the funds allotted under Object I could not he 
better employed than in the distribution of clothes. The majority of relief- 
workers and other recipients of relief were found to he miserably provided 
with clothing, and on the advent of rainy season many would have succumbed 
to the effects of exposure, unless supplied with clothes. In making allotments 
of clothing, the Committee were guided by the reports received from local Sub- 
committees and Government officers, and care was taken that the tracts which 
were most distressed received the most liberal allowances. Thus in the hilly 
parts of the Jagirs as many as 1,850 blankets and 5,702 dhoiis and saris were 
distributed among a population of 68,000 souls. Experience shows that the 
people set more value on gifts of clothing than on any other form of relief. 
The bales received from England were highly appreciated. Shirts, ooats, 
mirzais and pai jamas were made out of the woollen materials and 
distributed to inmates of the Poor-House and Orphanage. The other stuffs 
were found most acceptable by pardanasJiin females in Chhindwara. On the 
opening of an orphanage in the Chhindwara Poor-House a school was started, 
at which all hoys and girls of school-going age were taught. The number of 
such pupils is 99. A master on R10 and a monitor on R7 a month have 
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been entertained to teacli the children. A cheap grain shop was opened to 
the artizan and other labouring classes, who wnuld not 
The selection of deserving people was carefully done, and, 


good. 


afford relief to 

if « - *•* .V. 

One indirect effeot of the opening of this shop was to bring down the 
price of grain from the artificially raised rate of R28 a Ichandi to ~B23, and 
finally to E20. Under Object III a considerable number. of : , xisually well- 
to-do* landholders, who, though in great distress, had refused Government 
relief, were relieved through Sub-Oommittees of respectable native gentlemen. 
In distributing relief under Object IV, the first place was given to the 
Jatfir tract. Here there were few tenants who could take advantage or 
Government tacavi advances, and enquiries showed that villages after villages 
were entirely depleted of grain, either for food or seed. The funds av ailable 
being much below the actual requirements of the people, no tenant received 
more on account of seed than was sufficient to sow an area representing, the 
plough capacity of a pair of bullocks. Tenants without bullocks received the 
price of one bullock only, on the understanding that they were to arrange to 
borrow the services of a second bullock, and those possessed of one bullock 
were, as a rule, given an allowance for seed only. The. sums thus distributed 
varied from B3 to B15 per tenant, the incidence per tenant as a whole 
being B9-7-9. In no case was subsistence allowance granted, it being held 
that the malum crop would support the cultivators during the sowing time, 
while once the crop was on the ground they could support themselves on the 
relief works in the neighbourhood. As regards the use to which the grants 
were put, many doubtless borrowed bullocks from their neighbours and spent 
their money wholly on seed; others purchased bullocks and borrowed seed. 
What is certain, however, is that, with few exceptions, the money was honestly 
spent and not wasted on food or drink. No better proof of this can be 
had than the fact that { throughout the Chhindwara Tahsil the area sown with 
kharif crops exceeded that sown in the previous year, which in its turn 
exceeded that of the year before. Over the greater part of theJagirs the area 
sown is reported to be of the normal — a result which could never- have been 
attained without the aid of the Charitable Bund. To ensure the proper appli- 
cation of the money, the Tahsildars and Circle Inspectors were asked to' make 
careful enquiries, and in one instance, it was found necessary to recover the 
money, and place it in the hands of the mukaddam with orders that it was not 
to be made over to the tenants till they had prepared their lands for sowing. 
This, however, is a solitary instance, and on the whole nothing was more strik- 
ing than the importance which the Gond cultivators appeared to attach to 
grants of what at first sight seemed almost inadequate sums for seed-grain. 
It seems that even a small sum of money in the hands of a. tenant, who re all y 
intended to apply it to cultivating his land, gave him a borrowing power which 
he would not otherwise have possessed, and enabled him to supplement it by 
a loan of seed-grain, which he could not have obtained without this assistance, 
l'be manner in which the grants were made rendered mis-appropriation by 
patioaris and village-servants almost impossible, and only two complaints of 
such mal-practices were received which on enquiry were found to have any 
foundation in fact. In these cases a prosecution was ordered and it is pending. 
In addition to the ordinary distribution, a special case was made of a village, 
which, besides suffering from failure of crops, had a destructive fire, which 
consumed the whole village including its slender stock of grain. This left the 
entire population homeless and utterly destitute. A special grant in addition 
to the usual seed-grain allowance was made to enable the tenants to rebuild 
their houses. The report concludes — 

“ We cannot close this report without expressing our high sense of gratitude to the manv 
subscribers of the Relief Fund. To every one of them and the organizers of this noble charity 
the District Committee beg to tender their heart-felb thanks. Had this fund not been orga- 
nized and so liberally subscribed to, many thousands of peasant cultivators would have been 
ruined past redemption .' ‘ 

33. The affected portion may be divided into two parts, the hilly part, and 
Manila— r,i„u r ,, the plain. The former is a wild tract of country 
■■ an ° a r ‘ with pathless mountains, vast forests and deep rivers 

and not easily accessible. 1 The inhabitants of this 
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region are mostly aborigines, Gonds and Baigas. They yet retain many of the 
characteristics of savage people. The greater part of ‘their lives is passed in 
wandering about the jungles in search of food, which consists mainly of wild 
fruits, roots and leaves. They cling to their forest homes with a passionate 
tenacity. They live a hand to mouth life, and when, owing to a bad season, their 
natural food-supply fails them, acute distress at once results. Mr. Sharp, the 
Famine Circle Officer of this tract, thus describes their condition : — 

“ Most of the emaciated stubbornly refused to leave their villages, even though I pro- 
mised them gratuitous relief and that not in the form of cooked food, so distasteful to many, 
but of pice. But the sufferers sat on the ground as though glued to it, shook their heads and 
merely murmured ‘uajaen’ (won't go). If pressed fora reason, they generally said they 
would not leave their houses ; they would rather die there than live elsewhere. An old lady 
assured mo that if she died at the relief work, there would be none to bury her. We felt half 
iuclined to carry off these people by force, had we had a sufficient staff to accomplish it, hut 
there was something pathetic iu their love of homo which tempered the impression of 
obstinacy.” 

The plains are quite a different country. The inhabitants are less abori- 
ginal in their type, the Gonds and Baigas being intermixed with a large Hindu 
element. The villages are more extensively cultivated, and the inhabitants 
rely more on the fruits oE their own labour than on the spontaneous products 
of nature. But the people in these richer tracts, which are mostly rabi pro* 
ducing, have, it is said, suffered even more than those in the hills. The minor 
millets which are easily grown in the hills were not such a complete failure as 
the rabi crops, and as there was no jungle produce to fall back upon, the 
distress among these people has been very severe. Mr. Sharp thus speaks 
about them in one of his reports : — 

“ Though it is difficult fully to gauge the extent of the calamity in the wilder parts, it is 
highly probable that the distress is more acute, not only in appeaiance, but in reality, in the 
more highly cultivated area. For in the jungle regions the people are accustomed even in a 
year of plenty to subsist partially on jungle produce, and though this year their field crops have 
failed, the forest crop has been abundant. Here, on the other hand, the people look almost 
entirely to their fields to support them, and this year they have looked in vain.” 

There was a strong staff of Government relief officers in this district, 
and it was through them that the work of distribution was mainly carried 
out. They held simultaneously imprests of Government money and also 
from the Charity Fund. In the course of their tours, as they inspected the 
relief works and the persons fed in kitchens and on village relief, they 
provided all those with clothes whom they found scantily clad. The officers 
of the Public "Works Department did the same in the case of workers and 
their dependents. The Secretary himself supplied the needs of the poor- 
house in the matter of clothes and extra meals. This latter consisted of wheat 
flour and gur in some cases, and in others of rice flour or sago with sugar 
and milk. This extra meal did great good to the recipients and accelerated 
their convalescence. Some of the clothes received from England were distri- 
buted among jiarda women in the Mandla town. The rest of the respectable 
poor were supplied with clothes purchased in the local bazars. The majority 
of these belonged to the trading classes, who, though in great distress, out 
of shame, never came forward with an application for relief. With the aid 
of some of the municipal members, the Secretary came across several such 
persons who had shut themselves up in their houses in a semi-nude condition. 
Their gratitude towards the subscribers, out of whose funds they were 
relieved, was the more valuable as it was expressed more in tears than in 
words.' Many such families were also given a monthly allowance. Those 
who could earn something -by doing needle work or by grinding corn, etc., 
were paid only so much as their earnings fell short of what was needed for 
a bare subsistence. Aid was also given to many artizans, such as weavers, 
oil-extractors, brass utensil makers, for which Mandla is famous, who, after 
consuming their capital, were reduced to the status of coolies and had gone 
to work, on relief works. Money gifts were made to them, to enable them 
to resume their own business. The Secretary has satisfied himself that- the 
money thus -given has in most oases been rightly spent in replenishing the 
stock-in-trade. The receipt of 626 maunds of American grain in the begin- 
ning of September was very opportune, as that was just the time when the 
cultivators felt pinched for want of food. It was distributed in the Mandla 
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35. The whole district lies on the Satpuras and stretches right across the 

range from the north to the south. The northern 
Betnl Mr. Tnbor, l.O.s., Chairman. and western part is very hilly and covered with 

forest, in which the Gonds and Korkus cultivate the 
best of the valleys and slopes. They constitute more than a third of the popula« 
tion. 


By far the greater part of the expenditure under the first two objects has 
been on clothing and blankets, the want of which was keenly felt in all the 
Government relief institutions. A bale of clothing sent from England was 
received in .Tune last, but as the garments it contained were valuable and un suit- 
ed to those for whom they were intended, it had to be sold by public auction. 
Coarse country cloth was purchased from the sale-proceeds, and garments 
generally in use amongst the poor made therewith and distributed in the Poor- 
House and the Belief Kitclions. Another bale of like material was received 
later on, and a portion of the contents had to he auctioned, and tho proceeds 
utilized in purchaso of IchacU cloth and blankets in view of the approaching 
cold weather. 


Of the 36 bottles of Mellin’s food and 20 tins of Triticino received, some 
were used for the infirm and the sick in the Poor-House and some in the hos- 
pitals attached to the relief- work camps. 


The payment of money doles to respectable persons and parda-nashin 
women was commenced from the 1st April in two of the principal towns, 
and gradually extended as the distress widened to other towns and - to villages. 
Every possible care was taken to prevent over-lapping of Government and 
Charity Eund Belief. The list of persons submitted by the Sub-Committees 
were scrutinized by tlic District Committee, and a largo number of persons who 
were either entitled to relief from Government or not at all were struck off. 
Tho Sub-Committees were given advances enough to cover two weeks’ expend- 
ituie. The rates of dole ranged between one anna to five annas a day. The 
procedure of making payments in the municipal towns and in the villages 
differed slightly. Ordinarily, persons were required to come to tho Municipal 
Office, and the Secretary ’made the payment, hut in special cases on the 
ground of physical incapacity, old age or sickness, the ward member under- 
took to make payment to them at tlieir homes. In the villages the Presidents 
of tho Sub-Committees almost invariably gave tho money personally. By 
far the largest amount was spent under Object IV. The relief went far to 
meet the needs of the peasantry. A large amount of tacavi was given by 
Government to persons who could giro security, and relief from the Eund was 
confined to those only who had no credit or resources left. The lists pre- 
pared by the Sub-Committees were far too large and they bad to be cut down, 
the names only of those cultivators being kept whoso lands lay fallow wholly 
or largely last year, who had no bullocks and who were destitute^ of all 
resources. Even to these, the seed-grain money given was for a certain area, 
as the object was to help as many persons as possible. In many cases the 
grants were for seed-grain and plough bullocks together, the average price of 
.a bullock having been fixed at RIO. All sums were paid to the recipients 
personally by the distributing officers. 


36. Ninety-soven per cent, of tho expenditure is under Object IV. This 
„ , T . . • , j large sum was spent in giving grants to the agricul- 

Datnoh Mr. La JumcW. turists for Icharif and raU. Both the distributions 

were conducted by the Deputy Commissioner through his District relief staff, 
assisted by the members of the Committee. The total number of tenants in 
the District is 57,794i, and over a third of them received aid from the Eund. 
The Secretary says : — 


“ It is only those who have been at work iti the relief of distress, through the terrible 
time from which ue have now happily emerged, otn appreciate the condition IS months ago 
of those they now see aiound them in a fairly prospei ous condition, and are in a position to 
realize tho sum-total oE misery .which 1ms been xolieved, and ruin which has been avoited, 
through the help of the Indian famine Charitable Relief Fund. One only wishes that it bad 
been possible foi the generous subscribeis to see with their own eyes the results of their 
liberality.” 
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Bliandara- 

man. 


37 Tlia agriculturists and those depending on agriculture number about 
K „°, Z o t. two-thirds of the population. Next after them 
come the weavers, of whom there are no less than 
90,000. These people were thrown out of employment, as there was no demand 
for the cloth they generally manufacture, and thoy suffered the greatest priva- 
tions as they could not fully avail themselves of the relief works, not being used 
to hard labour. It is an old custom hero for the cultivators after havm 0 
harvested their crops to migrate to tho Berars where thoy earn better wages. 
During a year of drought they migrate in large numbers, but during the 
present year the exodus was exceptionally large. With tlic starting of Govern- 
ment measures of relief aud those of tho Charitable bund, a stop nas put to 
these migrations. Apart from the usual modes of relief, special measures 
wore taken to help the distressed weavers by. advancing thorn thread and 
money. In the town of Bliandara the Chairman was in ehaigo of tho 
operations, and in tho District at centres of weaver population, tlio relief was 
given through Special Sub-Committees. Almost immediately after the for- 
mation of the Committee, this question of helping tho weavers was taken, m 
hand. In the month of April the relief was commenced by granting 
advances to 10 of the most destitute weavers of the town to repair and sot up 
their looms in the sarui. Thread was lent to thorn, and the cloth made 
was purchased for tho use of the Committee. In May tho sarai was full 
of looms, and it was found necessary to oxtend tho relief to weavers at their 
houses. In May and June there were 105 looms engaged in weaving cloth at 
Bliandara, Powni, Mohali and Andhalgaon. The relief under Object III was 
given through a Sub-Committee. The Sub-Committee for some time met every 
"Wednesday to pass tlie lists submitted by the members. These lists after being 
passed were brought on a permanent list, and then a list for each circle was 
made out and sent to each of tho members of the circle with the monoy for 
distribution. After payment theso lists formed tho vouchers of payment. 
When the permanent list was completed tho whole was handed over to the 
Bov. Dr. Sandilauds, who issued tickets to tho recipients, and each payment was 
noted on the tickets as well as ou the list. Aftov completion of the distribu- 
tion for the month the lists were forwarded as vouchors of payment. Under 
head IV, out of 1,620 inhabited villages, relief reached 1,119 villages, or nearly 
two-thirds of the total number. The tenants most affected were those whose 
lands lay high and iu uuirrigated soil, and to each of these mon was given one 
Jchandi of inferior paddy besides the usual cash grant. This was sown in early 
rains and was cropped in September and the beginning of October. The price 
of seed-grain at the time of sowing began to rise fast, and it was thoreforo 
thought advisable to secure a certain quantity in advance, so that it might 
be available to the cultivators at the time of sowing. To secure this end 
advances were made to different landholders to supply the grain when required 
at rates agreed upon. The officers appointed to distribute relief to the 
different, circles were furnished with the list of advances made to the different 
persons in these circles, and were instructed to realize the grain from them 
according to their agreements, and distribute it to tlie distressed cultivators. 
The total area cultivated with the aid of the Pun cl is about 13,118 acres. 

38. “ The first of our operations was tlie import into Beliir of sufficient food to support 

the poorer agriculturists during tho monsoon months, when 
Bjilaghat— Mr. A. Mayne, I.C.S., the care of their fields would prevent them from earning a 
Chairman. living on the Government relief works. When the first 

grant of R6O,U00 was received, the hot weather was already 
far advanced, and it was clear that there would be great difficulties in transporting the rice 
some 90 miles from the Railway, through extensive jungles and up steep hill sides on to the 
isolated Behir plateau. * * * * I decided to attempt the task of arraimno- 

the import departmentally. Authorised by the Executive Committee, I made purchases at 
Uondia station, and organised a regular transport staff under my direct control. The results 
exceeded our most _ sanguine hopes. We imported altogether 8,723 maunds of Rangoon and 
Raipur nee, costing in all R44,927. Of this stock we were able to actually delive?in Behir 
betore the monsoon broke 6,214 maunds. - * * * * * cou _ 

veyanceofthe 6,000 maunds was ho easy task. Carts were with difficulty procured The 
. feare( l to enter that much dreaded plateau, especially as there was a good deal of 
Thi B f the r °n d ‘ ? Ll '? e o£ our flIst hatch of 63 cartmen died of cholera during the trip. 

men tf make°l fnS/f ■ Ultl w t0 *5®, ™ dow f and orphans of the deceased induced some of the 
men to make a further trip. -Fear of losing their bullocks from scarcity of fodder and water 
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en route deterred many hungry tenants from earning a living by joining the transport train. 
It needed much persuasion to get the men to go. Besides carts, camels were used and packs 
of Bnnjara bullocks brought down fiom I’ehir, and from the Chtindwara and Raipur districts. 
The trouble was amply repaid, for we saved R13,868 by the departmental management. The 
cheapest offer we had had was at R36 a khandi (of 5 maunds) delivered at Behir and at 
R28 at Balaghat. To purchase 6,214 and 2,509 maunds delivered at Behir and Balaghat, 
respectively, would have cost £158,791 instead of our actual total expenditure of E44,927. 

* * * * At the same time as this import of food-grain for the plateau 

was going on, we distributed to the tenants of the low lands the sum of 111,59,584 in small sums, 
SI, 02, 856 for food and H66, 628 for the purchase of seed, anti 116,454 were given out in the 
Behir Tahsil for the purchase of bullocks. Caieful enquiries weie made into tbe condition of each 
tenant, and great care was taken that all the sums should he paid straight away by the distribu- 
ting officer to pi event the chance of peculation by subordinate officials. Of the 2,509 maunds 
of Rangoon rice left at Balaghat, wesold 830 maunds at a profit of R134-6, after deducting all 
expenses. Oho balance, 1,679 maunds, was used to stock a cheap grain shop opened for the sale 
at cost juice to all persons who were getting less than five rupees per head, and at the reduced 
rate of ten seeis to the rupee to all who were getting less than three rupees per head. The rice 
was sold for R6, 297, the transaction costing the Fund R), 677. The cheap grain shop was a 
great boon to tbe pooiest of tbe inhabitants of Balaghat, and coupled with our puttiugon the 
local market our surplus stock of 83U maunds of rice, helped materially to keep down prices 
during the monsoon months. The import of so much food-grain into Behir also helped 
to keep piices steadier there, which the distribution of money there would have failed to do ; 
698 articles of clothing were received from England : of these, 216 were distributed and 482, 
being of too fine a nature to be worn by the poor of these parts, were sold for R200. The 
proceeds were used to purchase ISO saris woven locally of strong, coaise country cloth, and 
these were distributed instead. Our next large operation was the purchase and distribution 
of tali seed, U his district was extraordinarily destitute of rail seed, as the gi eater part of 
its tabi area had been fallow for the past two years. Some kinds of seed could not he procured 
anywhere of the right quality and to an adequate amount, and we were obliged to obtain the 
best substitutes wo could. Any local purchase by ns of the small stocks of seed left with the 
few well-to-do malguzars and zoic cars would not have inoreased the area sown, and 60 it was 
decided to import all seed from other districts. As some of our agriculturists, who had money, 
resorted to the Railway stations in the Bhandara District to make purchases, I decided to 
avoid buyng so near home for fear of increasing the local demand for seed-grain, the supply at 
Gondia, Tumsar, etc., being quito inadequate. The stocks at Raipur, Rajnandgaon and 
Dongargarh weie rapidly exhausted, and as the rainy season was on, could not be replenished 
from the country round there. It was then necessary to send as far as Calcutta and 
Bhagulpore to obtain grain at anything like a reasonable price. Urad, lakhori and linseed 
were distributed at the time of “ ttiara ” sowing, it being the practice in this district to 
scatter these three kinds of grains broadcast among the standing rice. A second distribution 
of wheat gram and linseed was made a few weeks later, when the time for sowing with tbe 
plough arrived. Some sanon (mustard) seed was purchased and sent to Behir, where it is in 
great demand. Wheat was bought by the Talisildar in Behir from Banjaras who brought it 
tluough the rugged mountain country from the Raipur plains. Altogether 6,843 khandis 
of rali seed were purchased at a cost of Rl ,03,81 8, which, with railway freight and all other 
expenses, came to R 1,14, 5 24. The tiansport of all this giain at a time when agricultural 
operations were in full swing was a task of great difficulty. Much of the stuff had to be 
carted 27 miles to Balaghat, with two unbridged rivers in flood to be crossed. Seven hundred 
and forty-eight kbandis were transported to Behir acioss a number of mountain torrents where 
there were no proper ferry arrangements. ***** Altogether 30 or 
40 thousand acres have been sown with the seed distributed by the Charitable Fund, Out of 
a normal Tali area of nearly two lakhs of acies this extent of country forms no mean portion, 
and the distress which will still exist here next hot weather will he immensely less than it 
would have been in the absence of this generous gift During a short tour I recently made, 
I devoted special attention to the use which had been made of the money and seed given by 
the Chai itable Fund. I found veiy few eases in which the recipients of the bounty had not 
substantially bettered their position by utilising the capital thus given them. Two or three 
thriftless persons, demoralised by previous sufferings, had simply sat at home eating up 
the subsistence money and were now again destitute, but such cases were very rare. Some 
others had only sown a few handfuls of rice and were in hardly any better plight; but the great 
majority of the small tenants, though they had not sown nearly their full area, had been saved 
from a further year of famine by the large grant from the Charitable Fund. The subsistence 
money prevented' much of the Government tacavi seed being eaten up. This and the 
grant of such large quantities of seed have, in my opinion, done more for the people than any 
other measure of Famine relief. I could find no cases of peculation by subordinates, the 
distribution having been almost entirely kept in the hands of responsible officials, and in all 
cases carefully supervised. * o- * * * * On the whole tbe seed grain 

procured was of satisfactoiy quality. Its price was most reasonable, far below any rates which 
I could gel tendered by Nagpur firms for delivery at Gondia. After all the expenses of 
cairiage had been allowed for, We effected a substantial saving of nearer fifteen than ten thou- 
sand rupees on the cost which would have been incurred, had I given contracts to any firms to 
deliver to me at the stations on the Railway line nearest to Balaghat, while no firm would have 
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thought of taking a contract for the. delivery at either Baihar orBalaghat itself, so great are the 

when 1° was making extensive purchases in Jubbulpore, it occurred 
i may neie meuuu freio-ht for the largo consignment of gram being 

to rae ' ^?I y <|ondi a S a nd adiatent stations. The management of the Bengal- Nagpur Railway 

coS“w« kU(r » r ini ™t« of tu ° 
over their line, thus reducing their charges from 2,915 to 1,391 lupees. 

The Committee lias had little work to do among purda-nishui women and dcsfcituto people 
of the respectable classes, siuce persons of such a class are very few in this district. Rupees 1-7 
i r __ ..li wrnnpp and OVGr 'Ivi.OUO WOltll o 


>iven rrom a private runu opou m ^ * — 

in R7 500 in all. ^ Besides this, B 9,43 5 worth of blankets and clothes have been and are being 
distributed. The work of closing the Saongi Relief Camp now in progress is bem» greatly 
facilitated by an advance of R2,000 to establish weavers who are unable to betake themselves 
to their former occupation without money for subsistence and for the purchase of thread. 

- 1 1 II TV /T 


39. The following brief account of work done by the Roman Catholic 

which received help from the 
ways, has been furnished to 


The Roman 
Nagpur. 


Catholio Mission, 


Mission, Nagpur, 
.Fund in various 


us: 


“At the end of September 1890, the Bishop of the Diocese appointed 3 priests and 10 
nuns to the sole or special duty of distributing alms to the starving, medicine and food to 
the sick and dying, of affording shelter and a daily pittance in the Mission Poor-Asylum to 
the most destitute, and of collecting and rescuing abandoned children. In tho beginning of 
July last when it was anticipated that besides starvation, cholera and other epidemics would 
have many victims, the Lady Superior of St. Joseph's Convent offered her services and those 
of her whole community to visit the Railway stations and neighbouring villages . between 
Nagpur and Bilaspur, with a view of relieving the famine-stricken and attending tho sick. 
Thus part of the Districts of Nagpur, Jubbulpore, Bilaspur and Raipur, of the Native States 
of Raj-Nandgaon and Khairagarli, and the railway lines liotwoou Jubbulpore and Nagpur, as 
also between Jubbulpore and Ilarda, have been periodically and regularly visited by the nuns 
or the priests. Leaving aside the ordinary alms doled out to tho hungry, of which no record 
has been kept, over 400 people have been rescued and brought to tho Poor-Asylum, 170 of 
whom are still there uuder the care of the Catechist Sisters of Mary Immaculate. Of the 
others, a part have died, a part have gone back to their villages, a part have been transferred 
elsewhere. The abandoned children collected arc not less than GOO or GOO. The Mission has 
also informed the Deputy Commissioners and the authorities of the Native States of its 
readiness to accept 200 unclaimed children from Narsinghpur, 150 from Jubbulpore, 300 from 
Bilaspur, 200 from Raj-Nandgaon, 200 from Khairagarli and Dongargarh. Up to date 150 
have been received from Khairagarli and Dongargarh, and 92 girls are on their way to Nagpur 
from Narsinghpur. By the middle of January, we shall most likely bavo 1,200 children 
under our care. 


The agricultural settlement at tho village of Tanna is progressing favourably and holds 
out very lair prospects. The temporary village formed of iifteen famine-stricken families 
promises to become a permanent settlement. None of these families has asked to leave, but 
all have rather expressed the desire of settling in the place, provided fields are granted to 
them for cultivation. The orphanages number at present over 200 children, vis,, 130 boys and 
about 70 girls. Almost each week, as soon as accommodation is ready, detachments of 25 to 30 
children are taken there. We hope to find work for about 600 children and to settle them in 
the village after their marriage." 

40. This report will not be complete without an acknowledgment of tho 
Acknowledgment of tho work of valuable services rendered by tho District Com- 
tke District Committees. mittees. Their strain of labour and anxiety to see 

that the money so generously given be properly spent has been great ; and they 
are entitled to our cordial thanks for the zeal and devotion with which they 
have performed their self-imposed and arduous task. While laying down the 
general principles, the Central Committee as also the Provincial Executive Com- 
mittee left the execution in detail of the plan of operations to he followed in 
distributing relief to the Local Committees; and tliauks to the active help, 
sympathy and co-operation of Government and its officers, the results attained 
may, on the whole, be pronounced eminently satisfactory. Lists of members 
who have been conspicuous by their good work have been sent by most of the 
Committees with, however, one notable omission. The names of the Honorary 
Secretaries find no place in them. With this omission supplied, a consolidated 
list is annexed to this report. 


* The Executive Committee heg to tender their host thanks 
.generous concession. 


to tho Bongal-Nngpur Railway authorities for this 
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41. The good the Fund lias done is simply incalculable. It has proved 

„ , , , ., tbe salvation of thousands ; and it is impossible for 

Good done by the Fond. . those i( . has ^ ^ part ^ 

-this blessed wort of charity, not to acknowledge with tbe deepest thankfulness 
the immense benefit it has conferred on the country and the most welcome 
relief it has carried to many a destitute and starving home. One hundred 
and thirty-seven thousand four hundred and thirty -three people sunk in 
the lowest depths of poverty and privation, who came clothed in dirty rags 
to the Poor-Houses and Relief-works, have received a dhoti or a sari or a 
blanket, each to cover their nakedness ; 115,784 more have imbibed health 
and strength from the extra comforts given. The lives of 4,260 orphan 
children have been made cheerful by the aid given to the institutions which 
sheltered these poor waifs and strays of the famine. Thirty-five thousand 
three hundred and eighty-nine persons of the class contemplated by the 
third object of the Fund have received periodical allowances which have 
enabled them to live through these hard times. To 23,693 more have 
been given wholesome food-grains at cheap rates. Above all, no less than 
324,424 tenants have been placed in a position to resume the cultivation of 
their lands, which but for the timely help from the Fund would now be 
lapsing into waste and be covered with noxious weeds. These figures are 
eloquent alike of the magnitude as of the far-reaching beneficial effects of 
this magnificent Charity Fund. Unprecedented then as has been the magni- 
tude of the calamity, equally unprecedented have been the manifestations 
of sympathy and good will it has evoked all over tbe world. In the midst 
of returning prosperity, its horrors and miseries will, as we all hope, soon fade 
out of memory ; but the kindly remembrance of the heroic efforts 


put forth and the devotion and self-sacrifice that were shown to 
terrible havoc while it lasted, and of this splendid exhibition of 


and charity, will remain indelibly impressed on the minds of the people. 


that were 
repair its 
humanity 


BIPIN KRISHNA BOSE, 

Honorary Secretary, Executive Committee, 
Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund, Central Provinces Branch. 


Nagfob ; 

23rd December 1897. 
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APPENDIX A. 


LIST OP MEMBERS OF DISTRICT COMMITTEES WHO HAVE 
DONE GOOD WORK. 


District Committee, Nagpur. 

1. Mr. E. R. K. Blenldnsop, I.C.S. 

2. Rai Bahadur Bipin Krishna Bose, C.I.E. 

8. Rao Bahadur Bhavgaw Rao Gadgil, 

4. Rao Bahadur Bapoo Rao Dada, 

5. Revd. John Douglas. 

6. Mr. Bulwanfc Rao Gadgil. 

7. Mr. Govind Rao Madhava Pbnte, 

8. Mr. Keshava Rao Joshi. 

9. Mr. Khande Rao, Tehsildar. 

10. Seth'Chhogmal. 

11. Seth Lakhmichand. 

12. Mr. Amrit Rao Dighe, 1 tj 0 , . 

13. Mr. Krishna Rao Despaude, ) Honoravy SecretarieB * 

14. Khansaheb Amirkhan. 


District Committee , Wardha. 

1. Mr. Bach Raj Seth. 

2. Mr. Iswar Das Seth. 

3. Mr. Kashinath Rao Thakur, Civil Judge. 

4. Mr. Mahomed Amir, Extra-Assistant Commissioner. 

5. Mr. Ilari Waman Kelkav, Pleader. 

6. Mr. Damodar Pant Khare, Pleader. 

7. Mr. Kesliao RaoKaoli, Pleader. 

8. Mr. Govind Rao, Hospital Assistant. 

9. Mr. Anand Rao, Malguzar of Boregaon, 

10. Mr. Krishna Rao Deskmukh, Honorary Secretary, 


District Committee, Balaghat. 

1. Seth Lakhmickand of Katangi. 

2. Mr. M. M. Mullna, Honorary Secretary. 


District Committee, Raijwr. 

1. Rai Bahadur Blmtnath De. 

2. Revd. T. Gass, 

3. Mr. II. S. Gaur, Barrister-at-Law, Joint Secretary, 

4 7 ty Ji. D. Oswcll, Honorary Secretary. 

/ Blunt. 

0. / Ji Kapurchand, Honorary Treasurer. 

/ ‘ District Committee, Bilaspnr , 

1. Mr. E. Low, I.C.S., Assistant Commissioner. 

2. Mr. N. N, De, Barrister-at-Law, Honorary Secretary. 


District Committee, Saugor. 

1. Rai Bahadur Lala Nand Kishore. 

2. Rao Saheb Yyankat Rao. 

3. Munsbi Mahomed Azimulla Khan. 

4. Baku Kali Prasanna Mukarji, Pleader. 

5. Pandit Kashinath Rao, Pleader, Honorary Secretary. 

District Committee, Damoli. 

]. Revd. J. G. McGavren, Honorary Secretary, 

2. Surgeon-Capt. T. W. Quinn, Civil Surgeon. 

3. Mr. Raghunath Rao, Extra-Assistant Commissioner. 

4. Mr. Ckintamau Rao, Tehsildar. 

5. Khan Bahadur Imdad Ali, Pleader. 

6. Mr. Damodar Rao Slirikkande, Pleader. 

7. Pandit Deo Shankar, Honorary Magistrate. 

8. Pandit Durga Shankar Mehta, Honorary Magistrate, 

9. Pandit Durga Shankar, Retired Tehsildar. 


District Committee, Manilla. 

1. Mr. Sharp. 

2. Pandit Shankar Prasad. 

S. Seth Ghashiiam. 

4. Mr. Balaji Gangadhar, Extra-Assistant Commissioner, Honorary Secretary 
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District Committee, Seoul. 

1. Khan Saheb Cowasji. 

2. Mir Sayad Roza. 

3. Mr, Dadu Gulabsingh. 

4. Mr. Gowri Shankar Bhargava, Honorary Secretary. 

District Committee, Koshangabad. 

1. Mr. P. M. Greauy, Extra-Assistant Commissioner, Harda. 

2. Mr. Jairam Ganesh, Tehsildar, Hosbangabad. 

3. Mr. Ahmed Reza Klian, Tehsildar, Sohagpur. 

4. Mr. Moreshwar Atmaram, Tehsildar, Seoni, Malwa. 

5. Mr. Jadonath Datta, Joint Secretary. 

6. Rai Bahadur Kalidas Chowdhary, Honorary Secretary. 

District Committee, Chhindioara. 

1. Revd. H. G. Davidson. 

2. Mr. R. H. Ryves, I.C.S., Deputy Commissioner. 

3. Mr. Mathura Prasad, Honorary Secretary. 

District Committee, Nimar. 

1. Seth Motiram Mohanlal. 

2. Babu Haridas Chatterjee, Honorary Secretary. 

District Committee , Bhandara. 

1. Mr. Eamkrishna Rao, Civil Judge, Honoraiy Secretary. 

2. Rao Saheb Rang Rao, Pleader, President. 

3. Mr. H. M. Brigstoke, Deputy Commissioner. 

4. Mr. R. H. Napier, Settlement Officer. 

5. Dr. J. Prentie, Civil Surgeon. 

6. Revd. Dr. Sandilands, P. C. Missionary. 

7. Mr. Sheorajsiugh, Honorary Magistrate. 

8. Mr. Abdul ICadar, Malguzar. 

9. Mr. Yenkat Rao, Naik o£ Dongargaon. 

District Committee, Chanda. 

1. Mr. Rambhao Bobde, Honorary Secretary. 

2. Mr. Chandi Patel. 

3. The Revd. Israel Jacob. 

4. Mr. Ahmad Khan, Honorary Magistrate. 

5. Mr. Mehdi Hasan, Civil Judge, President. 

District Committee, Narsiugpur. 

1. Pandit Narayan Eao, Extra-Assistant Commissioner. 

2. Mr. Sadaslieo Rao, Extra-Assistant Commissioner, Honorary Secretary, 

3. Munshi Habibulla, Extra-Assistant Commissioner, 

4. Munshi Sundarlal, Tehsildar. 

5. Pandit Raghunath Kao, Tehsildar. • 

0. Babu Nritya Gopal Bose, Pleader. 

7. Revd. J. O. Dennings. 

8. Babu Kunj Behari Gupta. 

9. Babu Ambica Charan De. 

District Committee, Betul. 

1. Rovd. P. Carlson o£ Badnur. 

2. Mr. Yithal Rao Deshmukh. 

3. Munshi Syed Abdul Hafiz, Honorary Secretary. 

District Committee, Jabalpur, 

1. R. B. Ballabh Dass. 

2. R. B. Behari Lall. 

3. K. B. Ali Ahmed Khan. 

4. Mr. Rustumji, 

5. Surgeon Lt.-Col. H. K. McKay, Civil Surgeon. 

6. Mr. Afzul Rabeem, Tahsildar of Jabalpur. 

7. Brigade-Surgeon Lt.-Col. Cullen, M. D., Honorary Secretary. 


bhargaw rao, 

Honorary Secretary , Central Provinces Branch. 
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FORM B. 



FORM 


CENTRAL 

Statement showing details of relief operations from 

Number of persons relieved 


Nagpur. Bhandara. Chanda. lVardha. .Balaghat, Balpur. BUaspur.' 


OBJECT I. 

A.— Clothing, blankets, etc., to. persons in receipt of Gov- 
ernment rolief, whether m poorhouses, kitchens, or 
outside. 

(i) (luniio* of persons to ittoi articles of clothing or blankets tcirs 
given 

(a) the articles being sent from England ...••• 
(5) ditto provided by tbo Provincial Committee . • 

(cl the cloth or articles being purchased by tho local 

Sub-Committees, or by gentlemen provided with lends by tho 
local Committco 

Total number of rersoua 



( 1 ) expenditure on clothing, blankets, etc., under (c) above 

( 2 ) how much ot ( 1 ) was spent in purchasing from weavers 

( 3 ) how much from petty shop-keepers .... 
(1) how much in buying from largo eloth-dealcra , 


n 3,110 5 0 3,411 4 5 j 
■■ 3,110 5 0 2,605 9 0 j 


lit) number of persons, if any, to uhom money <ros given to ottalle them to 
buy clothing ; amount so sites , , , , 


715 11 5 

ioo o o 


105 7 0! 4,701 5 o 2,117 11 0 0,570 S 9 

315 13 0 2,005 13 0 790 12 0 3,600 0 0 

75 5 0 ... 627 2 0 3,070 6 9 

14 0 0 2,005 8 0 .1,100 0 0 ... ■ 


B.— Other expenditure in poorhouses or kitchens. 

If) maintaining poorhouse3 or kitchens before Government action began, 
or tchere Government did not maintain them i— 

I 

(а) amount spent in building and furnishing poorhouses or kitchen R qjq jj jj 205 11 4 

(б) establishment charges cone 3 16113 1} 

(c) conveying paupers to poorhouses „ ,„ 27 0 0 

(d) rations and comforts (Medicines) 7,501 4 4 1,593 7 s 

(e) other expenditure (with details) 300 6 0 103 11 10 

Purchase of cloth for inmates 730 3 0 

Ditto Utensils 2C0 0 0 

Sending paupers to their own districts ..... „ 101 4 0 

Miscellaneous 331 3 2 


Total u.toeh B r 40,541 u u 


(4) average daily number of inmates 


(if) fmiliea of "comfort! " in Government poorhouses— 

(а) cost of milk-supply 

( б ) purchase of lime juice and other comforts 

(e) money distributed for purchase of additional food . 

(d) other expenditure (with details) . 


1 st November 
1800 to 31st 
March 1697, 

3 months, 17 
days. 

1,00,832 

2,000 

673 

- 2,310 

372 

213*27 

231 10 o 

05 9 0 

950 7 3 

228 3 0 

1,183 1 3 

293 12 0 

14,846 3 2 

6,163 13 4) 


02 0 3 j 
32 10 0 ! 
154 12 3 
273 1 3 
22 4 0 



1.413 3 1 ! 


1,413 2 1 j 


075 13 3 6,114 7 1 4,243 1 1 6,570 5 
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B, 


PROVINCES. 

the commencement up to 31st October 1897. 

printed in antique type. 


Jabbalpur, 

Saugor. 

Damah. 

Manilla, 

Seoni. 

losbangabad. 


■ 

Betel. 

Nimar. 

3bbattisgarb 
rcudatory l 
States. 

Toni. 


'122 



- 


600 

75 


199 


2,960 

• • 

— 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

140 

30 

... 

316 

23,837 

10,400 

7,567 

6,856 

3,808 

8,093 

10,165 

1,670 

1,137 

211 


1,26,674 

23,837 

10,522 

7,567 

6,856 

3,308 

8,093 

10,665 

1,745 

1,277 

440 

... 

1,29,950 

11,643 C 2\ 

6,859 3 2 

6,713 0 O 

6,090 14 7 

3,303 10 11 

7,036 7 10 

10,900 0 9 

D12 3 8 

2,950 12 0 

1,067 7 9 


78.039 10 101 


1,783 13 0 

1,763 0 O 

344 4 4 


7,036 7 10 



614 8 0 

416 7 0 


... 







V 6,690 14 3 






... 

4,070 E 8 

060 0 O 

1,990 4 9 

... 

... 

i 

782 0 O 

... 

173 3 0 

... 


... 

... 

3,000 0 O 

3,766 6 G 


... 

6,209 2 0 

... 

1,322 4 O 

433 0 0 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 


... 


13913 6* 

1,050 O O! 

41 4 0} 


... 

• • 


... 

... 


... 

- 

276 O 0 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

74 7 3 

... 

... 

Ml 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

74 7 3 

... 

276 O 0 

... 

... 

... 

... 

15,203 6 6} 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

*• 

... 

1,03,442 

... 

... 

a«4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

- 


... 

... 

IM 

... 

... 

... 

1,303 4 0 

018 E 0 

... 

... 


•»# 

... 


... 

... 

1,078 8 1 

... 

... 

484 16 0 

... 

... 

... 


... 


... 


1,670- 8 1 

... 

1,303 4 0 

1,113 4 6 

... 

... 

... 


... 


7.423 O 22 







- 



- 



11,643 5 2? 

7,639 11 3 

6,713 0 0 

7,394 2 7 

4,490 6 8 

7.035 7 10 

11,175 0 8 

912 S 6 

-2,998 1 3 O 

1,067 7 9 

... 

99,760 2 3 

v 

1 " • 












• For sewing and colouring t Given lor purchase ol conntrj cloth from local wearers. t Paid to t&tlors lor sewing coots. 












































Nagpur, Bhandara, 


Wardlia. Balaghat. . P.aipur. - Bilaspur.' 


Object I, brought forward R 11,810 2 2 0,163 12 15 


( 1 ) length of time during which comforts wero provided 

(3) total number of persons who wero provided with comforts 

(3) averago dailj number supplied— 

(children 

A with milk 

bothers 


B with other comforts 


16th April io 
31st Oct. 1607, 


1 month, 1 
daps. 


0.— Other oxponditure on persons In receipt of Govern- 
ment relief outsldo poorhouses. 

(i>) /Supplementing the Government dole in gratuitoue relief— 

(a) Total amount so expended 

(iTi) providing meals for children or aged and infirm pin one about 
relief i corks — 


(o) Total amount so expended . 

(6) Period during which it was expended 

(c) Average number for each day— 


B aged persons 
0 infirm persons 


(а) Period of expenditure , 

(б) Amount of „ . 

(c) Number of persons relieved 


112 8 3 0 0 


D.— Other relief under heading " Objeot I.,”— such as assist- 
ance to wanderers, sending them to Relief Works or to their own 
villages. Grants mado to poor people out of relief officers' Imprests. 


Torus O.TOEB Owner I R 11,810 2 3 0,163 12 1} 29 12 8 078 13 3 0,111 7 1 | 1,179 12 2 0,670 6 0 


OBJECT II.— ORPHANS. 


(0 expenditure during the famine .— 

Nature of expenditure- 

subsidies to Orphanages jl 


0 months. 
660 0 0 


Construction of Orphanages 


Maintenance of orphans In Fund Orphanages . 

Conveyance of orphans to their homes . 
Education of orphans 


Miscellaneous 


Torn. E 


301 11 2 660 0 0 


(if) mmiir of orpAune to wAom clcthet were giren— , , , 

(а) tho articles being sent from England— 

(б) ditto provided by tho Provincial Commlttee- 

W Purchased by tho Local Committee or 

LocalCommlttee — *™ lm , wit . h Iond3 * «£ 

(J) other expenditure specially on orphans clothing , , 

(iii) relief qfitr the famine— 

number of orphans already provided for— . ‘ ' 


(estimated) 

300 


Torus vsdsb Objici U . e 


1,238 0 5 


301 11 3 ’ ' 60 . ; 
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— — — — - — — • - - 

Nagpur. 

Dhaudara. 

Chanda. 

. 

Wardha. 

Balaghat. 

' 

Raipur. - 

Uilaspur. ' 

OBJECT m. 

A.— Supply of clothing to respectable poor, not in rocoipt 
of Government relief. 

(i) number of persons to tchom articles of clothing tserc given 





. 

• 

• 


, i 

• , 

! 

(a) the articles being sent from England 

... 


... 

... 

171 

... 

- ■ . s 

(i) ditto provided by the Provincial Committee .... 

(c) tbo doth or articles being purchased by the Local Committee or 
Sub-Committees, or by gentlemen provided with tunds by the 

... 

152 

... 

... 

3G6 

13 

3,565 


1 

1 

} 


... 

... 


... 

Total number ot persons , 

... 

• 

551 

... 

366 

' 

3,783 

... 

... i 

(l) expendituro incurred under (c) above B 


317 0 0 


100 0 0 

4,203 3 1 

' 

• r 

i 

i 

i 

i 

(2) how much of (1) was spent in purchasing from weavers . „ 

... 

317 0 0 

... 

63 7 0 

3,331 11 1 


j 

(3) how much from petty shop-keepers 

... 


... 

34 0 O 

... 

... 

1 

(4) how much from large cloth-dealers „ 

... 

... 


5 0 0 

2 0 0 
Sowing charge 

653 8 0 

... 

... i 

j 

(it) number of persons, if any, to whom money teas given to enable 






I 

them to buy clothing and amount so S^Ven . • * • • 

B.— Provision of work to respectable poor (other than that 
shown under heading "Object IV " below, as provided for profes* 



... 




l 

.1 

■ | 








sional workmen). 

(0 tcork 9'Vtn out, to be returned to the Committee— 








(a) number of people supplied with materials 

... 

35 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

3 10 0 

... 

... 

... 

*•« 

... i 

(e) quantity of finished product returned by them • . • • 

... 

1,073 

Kudtas. 

- 

... 

... 

... 

... 

'i 

t<*) amount paid for their labour It 

0.— Grain or cooked food, doles to respectable poor— 

. 

•10 0 0 



... 

... 

] 

(i) period during which this relief was given 

... 

... 

... 

3] days 


... 

... 

(ii) number (average, if necessary) of persons in receipt of doles • 

... 

... 


655 

... 

... 

‘ ... 

(iii) rates of the doles 

M* 


... 

12! tolas 


... 


(iv) at what intervals given 


... 

... 

Dally 

... 

... 

' 

(v) amount expended ........ 11 

D.— Money doles to rospeetablo poor for purchase of 




733 11 3 




food— 







5 months 

(i) period during which this relief was given . . ■ • . 

* * 

15th April 
IS07 fo 
31st October 
1807. 

7 months 

... 

5 months 

... 

loth March 
1807 to 
31st October 
1607. 

(ii) j number (average, if necessary) of persons in receipt of doles • 

567 

10,333 


25 


527 (monthly) 

251 

(111) rates of tho doles , . . . ( f , t ( 

Monthly. 

X 8 0 
10 0 

0 8 0 

Monthly. 

Man— 

2 0 0 
2X0 

2 8 0 
Woman— 

1 12 0 

2 0 0 
,2X0 
Child— 

1 X 0 
18 0 

2 0 0 
2 x o 


2 0 0 


0 8 0 
to 

2 8 0 

Monthly 

2 0 0 
to . 

2 8-0 

(iv) at what intervals given , * 

... 

etc. 


Monthly. 




tv) amount expended U 

D.-Money doloa to respoctablo poor in TVadhana- 
■ W period during which thi relief was given . 

r.ioiia o 

■M 

10,110 7 4 


250 0 0 

2 months 


5,432 14 0 

033 4 0 

(it) number of persons in receipt of doles .... 

(ili) rate and interval of tho doles 

... 

... 

... 

l % 

... 


' ... , 

(iv) amount expended 

• • • • • • • „ . E 


... 

... 

2 0 0 
monthly. 

... 




/ 

I 


»*• 

•*’ . 


Object III, carried over . 11 

7.101 12 0 

19,471 7 10 

1 

gj 

4,203 3 1 

5,433 14 O 

633 4 0 
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JabbaJpar. 

Sfltijor. 

Damoh. 

Manilla. 

mm 

iloshangabad 

a 

rt 

! 1 
| 3 

O 

Natsiuppnr. 

Octal. 

Nimar. 

Chhattiegarli 

Feudatory 

States. 

Total* 


267 


1 

19 

113 

265 

101 

167 





... 

... 

235 

1,262 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

167 

236 

1,281 

113 

265 

101 

167 

... 

... 

• • 

7,338 



m a o 

j 

m s 3 




)*» 




s,m 4 4 

.. 


163 8 0 

833 3 3 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

! 

... 

172 

ICO 8 O 


... 


... 


... 


... 

160 8 0 












35 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 10 6 

1 

i 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 



... 

i0 0 o 

: 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 



... 

... 


... 

~ 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

733 11 3 

... 

7 tncnllis 

... 

4*7 

7 and c 
months, 

0 months 

0 months 

April to 
October. 

1st April 
1807 to 

3lBt Octobor. 

5 months 

... 


12,470 

78 

... 

123 

118 

533 

2,425 

1,781 

128 

229 




5 4 0 
nonthlj. 

... 

10 0 
to 

5 8 0 
monthlj, 

2 0 0 
monthly. 

0 12 0 
to 

3 0 0 
monthly. 

... 

1 4 0 
to 

2 8 0 

0 1 0 
to 

0 5 0 
a day Weekly. 

2 4 0 
Monthly. 



20,203 0 3 

1.777 10 0 

... 

1.275 O O 

1,555 8 O 

8,041 15 6 

3.SS9 O O 

3,318 8 3 

1,855 5 0 

1,907 1 0 

... 

70,151 7 0 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

... 


... 

... 

15 


... 


... 

... 

... 


... 

..t 

... 

... 

61 7 0 

20.203 0 3 

1,777 10 0 

350.20 0 

2,103 32 3 

1,685 8 0 

8,011 15 6 

3,589 0 0 

W.318 B 3 

1,855 C Q 

1,097 1 0 

... 

82,832 1 7 
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-= — 

i . 63 ^ 

Nagpur. . ( I 

bandars. | 

Chanda. 

iVn dba. 

Dalaghat, 

Eaipur. , . 

Dilaspur. 


Object III, brought forward E 

£,101 12 0 1 

3,471 7 10 

... 1 

,150 3 0 ; 

1,203 3 1 

1,132 11 0 

033 1 0 ; 

33,— Cheap grain Bhops— 


3 


5 


1 

1 

... '* 

(1) Number o£ grain shops 

(2) Period (luring which relief was given 

th April 
1807 to 31st 
October 1807 

1 

5th August 

1897to31et 

Oetober 1897 

3 

23 

months 

rd May 1607 
to 16th Oc- 
tober 1697 

... 

(3) Net amount expended from tho Fund during that period . B 

U) Excess of privileged rate over market rate (in seers or lbs. per 

rupee) 

( 5) Average number o! persona relieved during each month of tho 

period—^ 

3,830 0 8 

1, 1, \ seers 

5,865 

5,150 

5,011 

5,070 

5,332 

5,332 

•» 

• 

1,158 12 1 

1,332 

... 

V 

1,677 0 0 

... 0 

4,804 13 7 

pounds 

400 

- 

35 \— Other relief under heading “ Object III. 








Nature o£ expenditure. 


... 

... 

... 

1 month. 

127 12 0 

... 

... 

Doles ot Moliwas to poor pcoplo . 

(a) Period ot expenditure 

... 

... 

... 

600 0 0 

500 

' 








21 dajs. 




Money doles to poor people for 
work to bo returned to tho 
Commlttco. 

(4) Amount of „ 


| 


63 2 0 

51 

3 months. 




Money dolea to weavers for thoir 
m&intonanco. 

(c) Number of persons relieved 

... 

... 

... 

GOO 

2 

... 


. •*» 




i 


60S 2 0 





Totals tjitdbb Object III R 

20,931 12 8 

10,471 7 1C 

1,153 12 1 

1,711 6 0 

0.007 15 1 

10,237 10 

3E 033 4 

OBJECT IV. 








A.— Provision of employment to professional workmen. 








(i) TForh given out, to le returned to the Committee— 








(fi) number of people supplied with money or materials « . 

... 

200 

... 


... 

3,312 

... 

(c) cost of materials (or monoy advances) I 


2,118 11 


... 

... 

605 -1 









10,705 0 

o j - 

(J) (piantitiea of finished products returned by them • • • 


2,277 piece 


... 

... 

U,801 ploce 

3 

(<) amount paid for their labour * I 

(/) number of pcoplo who rccoivcd money gifts . . • • 

1 

1,035 8 

0 

... 

... 

... / 

... 

( 3 ) amount of such gifts , 


• ... 

... 


... 

... 



D.— Assistance towardB 
houses— 

rebuilding or repairing 0 

f 







(i) number of pcoplo assisted 

• ••• 

... 

...' 



... 

... 

(u) amount expended , 

• • • ». • ■ • 

• 


••• 

... 

... 

... 

... 


- Object IV, carried over 

a - ... 

3,184 6 

0 

. 

... 

20,630 13 

0. 
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Jabbalpur. 

Sangor. 

Damoh, 

Manilla. 

Sconi. 

Iloehangolnd 

. Chhindwara. 

Narslngpur. 

Botul. 

Nlmar. 

Chbattisgar! 

Feudatory- 

States. 

Tom. 

20,209 9 3 

1,777 10 0 

350 0 0 

2,103 12 3 

1,685 B 0 

8.044 16 6 

8,6S9 0 0 

3,318 8 3 

1,855 6 0 

1.997 1 0 

... 

82,833 1 7 

3 

... 


Juno to Octo- 
ber 1897 

1 

28 days 

... 

1 

3 mouths and 
12 days 

... 

... 

... 


15 

7,702 4 9 

... 


5,031 12 0 

280 8 C 


1,8 6 0 9 2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

37,3 8 11 9 



... 


3 SCOTS 

... 

2 sccra 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 




1,079 

1.069 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1,102 11 0 


S3 

8 

O 

o 









1,430 7 9 

... 

... 

2 plaa laborers 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 



... 

IM 

... 

... 

... • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

694 2 0 

29,074 0 0 

1,777 10 0 

600 0 0 

7,743 8 3 

1,600 0 6 

8,041 16 B 

5,419 9 2 

3,318 8 3 

1,855 5 6 

1,097 I 0 

... 

1,22,165 7 1 


• 










t* 

“* 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•M 

3,512 

23,779 11 0 

... 

... 

... 

- 303 

2,422 0 0 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1,035 8 0 

303 

2,422 0 0 


... 

: 

... 

... 


16 

EC6 O 0 

... 

... 

... 


16 

663 0 0 

... 

... 


2,422 0 0 

... 

... 

661 0 0 

... 

... 

... 


£0,803 3 6 




















Object IV, brought forward R 

C.— Assistance where only MONBZ grants havo been 
given, by provision of cattle* sood-gram, oto.i to 
cultivators— 


(i) number of cultivators assisted— . 

(U) (roughly) how many for purchaso or hiro of cattlo alono 
ditto ditto of seed-grain alono • 

' ditto for fodder subsistence of cattle alono • 
ditto ditto cultivator and family alono 

ditto wages to labourers alono • • 

ditto for moro than ono of the above subjects . • 


Noib.— Each head of a family Is only counted once even if his gift , 
covers various itcm3 of expenditure. . 


(iii) amount of gifts inado ..«••• 

(iv) (roughly) how much for purchaso of cattle • . 

ditto ditto seed-grain . 

ditto subsistence of cattlo 

ditto ditto cultivator and family 

ditto wages to labourers • • 


D.— Aasfstonco to cultivatora by grants IN KIND— 

(») Cattle - 

(1) Number of cattlo purchased * 

(2) Prlco of ditto ..«•••• 


(3) Number of cultivators assisted by grants or loans of cattlo (esti- 
mated) . « . * 


(it) Seed— 

(i) Quantity of seed purchased 

(ii) Price of ditto R 

(iii) INumbcr of cultivators amongst whom distributed 

(iii) Fodder- 

in) Total number of grants of fodder In kind mado at reduced prico . 


E.— Loans recoverable- 

(a) To agriculturists— 

Amount , , 


(5) Toothers— 
Amoune 


F.— Other expenditure under heading " Object IV” 


Naturo of expenditure. 

Period of 
expenditure. 

Amount of 
expenditure. 

Number of 
persona., 
relieved. 

Valedictory doles , . , , 

.Behabilitation . , . , 

Doles of Mohwas to destitute 
tenants ..... 

| 

K a. p. 

... 


Totals undeb Object IV R 


OBJECT V.-MISCELLANEOUS. 
(a) Office »na contingent cipcntUturo 
(i) Printing ... 


Tom ransn Object V, Mibcbllutbobs 
geand total UNDER all objects 


* Prico of od purchased. 


Nagpur. , 

Bhandara. 

. Chanda. 

Ward ha. 

Oalaghat. 

Balpnr. 

BUaspur. 

... 

3,181 0 0 

... 

... 

... 

20,630 13 0 

- 


0,215 

1,751 

2,713 

11,232 

45,957 

21,315 

1,147 

2,C17 

1 

81 

000 

COG 

... { 

1,523 

3,225 

1,735 

2,507 

3,775 

20,375 

307 . j 

... 

... 

... 

... 

■"< t 

... 

• i 


3,313 

18 

... 

0,857 

13,886 



... 

... 

4 


... 


... 

... 

... 

153 

*’* 

... 

21,003 | 

i 

02,002 a 0 

03,752 3 0 

12,0:0 o o 

20.033 12 0 

1,05,933 0 0 

2^3,932 0 h 

I 

31,331 a 0 

30,003 3 O 

■11 0 0 

i.ooo n o 

0.151 0 0 

12,133 1 11 

■ t ! 

23,571 0 0 

11,515 1 O 

12,553 0 0 

1 1 8,051 1 0 

£C,C2$ 0 0 

1,61,251 7 10 

lo, (vo a o. 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

) * 1 

... 

18,303 12 0 

to 0 0 

... 

l.oi.&a o o 

i2.S» 0 1J 

7 1,70,037 5 

... 

... 

... 

27 0 0 


... 

) I 

■ i 
< 


72 

ICO 



$50 

■ 

i 

! 

... 

052 0 0 

i.oii a o 

... 


~ 

... 

I 

36 

126 


... 

COG 

... 

■ 

1 

0.1 Id 8 0 

20, £31 3 6 

... 

1,21.815 11 

... 

... 

1,C*» 0 0 

... 

512 

4,722 

... 

11,000 

... 

2 M 

. • 

... 

... 

t,, 


31.837 6 5* 


... 





3, 2557 



... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

hi o o 

... 



... 

... 

... 

1,100 O 0 

... 






013 0 0 

) 


... 


... 

... 

9,119 10 D 

i - 




1 mouth. 




... 

... 

... 

1,600 0 0 

... 

... 





1,500 




02,003 8 0 

1.01,063 8 

35,218 11 6 

22,133 12 0 

1 

j 3,25,021 3 11 

2,09,819 9 1 

1,31,037 5 i 

430 0 0 

390 10 

303 0 0 

90 0 8 

209 8 O 

1,137 1 11 

300 8 8 

03 13 6 

... 

... 

15 12 0 

... 

227 10 0 

... 

•100 3 3 

330 10 

395 0 9 

105 13 0 

209 8 0 

1,364 11 31 

300 a 6 

89,183 10 1 

1,31,310 11 i\ 

37,103 -1 11 

21,007 9 0 

3,37,053 2 1 

3,83,203 8 11 

1,S9,617 7 7 

, 


- 


. • - - 




t Tho amount under this head Is Included in tho sum total below. 








FOK.M C. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF THE CENTRAL PROVINCES. 

Cash Account from the commencement of operations up to the 31st October 1897. 



BIPIN KRISHNA BOSE, 

Honorary Secretary, 

Central Provinces Provincial Committee, Indian Famine Charitable JRelief Fund 
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FORM D. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897, 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF THE 7 CENTRAL PROVINCES. 

Statement of Receipts of the District Committees working tinder the Provincial 
Committee from the commencement of the JFunil to the Slst October 1897. 


RECEIPTS. 




Column 1. 

Column 2. 

Column 3. 

Column 4. 

Column 5. 


Names of DisTr.tcTS. 

Oponing balances. 

Local subscriptions 
for tho Diatriot. 

Remittances 
from Provincial 
and other 

Fund Committees. 

Other Recoipts 
(Miscellaneous.) 

Total Recoipts. 



-R a. p. 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

1 

Nagpur .... 

Nil. 

(a) 

6,298 7 6 

90,350 0 0 

16 14 3 

95,665 6 0 

2 

Bhandara .... 

ti 

3,090 2 6 

1,63,260 0 0 

Nil. 

1,66,350 2 6 

S 

Chanda .... 

»» 

17,106 3 10 

28,600 0 0 

1,200 0 0* 

46,806 3 10 

4 

Wardlia .... 

»t 

8.084 16 0 

24,000 0 0 

6 0 0 

32,090 16 0 

5 

Balagbat .... 

l» 

1,413 2 1 

3,31,540 0 0 

Nil. 

3,32,963 2 1 

6 

Raipur .... 


6.642 6 1 

3,08,200 0 0 

396 3 0 

3,14,238 9 1 

7 

Bilaspur .... 

» 

2,562 6 0 

2,99,070 0 0 

327 9 0 

3,01,949 14 0 

8 

Jabbulpur .... 

tt 

3,092 8 3 

4,27,700 0 0 

272 5 6 

4,31,064 13 9 

0 

Sav.gov .... 

it 

7,178 8 6 

2,97,160 0 0 

27 4 6 

3,04,355 12 11 

10 

Damoh .... 

tt 

3,081 3 0 

2,61,000 O 0 

70 1 0 

2,64,151 4 0 

11 

Mandla .... 

H 

3,423 0 0 

2,04,350 0 O 

6,818 2 6 

2,14,091 2 6 

12 

Seoni (Chhapara) . 

it 

981 8 0 

1,29,130 0 0 

120 12 6 

1,30,232 4 6 

13 

Hoshaugabad 

l» 

3,213 0 0 

2,58,850 0 0 

Nil. 

2,62,093 0 0 

14 

Chhindwara . • 

V» 

Jf 

4,780 7 

84,776 0 0 

it 

89,655 7 7 

15 

Narsingpur 


1,610 0 0 

2,10,000 0 0 

1 12 0 

2,11,641 12 0 

16 

Betul 

it 

800 8 1 

61,250 0 0 

Nil. 

62,050 8 1 

17 

Niinar . 

it 

800 0 Of 

61,400 0 0 

ti 

62,200 0 0 

18 

Feudatory States of Cbhattis- 
garh . . . . 

it 

Nil. 

35,000 O 0 


36,000 0 O 


Total R 

Nil. 

72,108 5 4 

32,65,525 O 0 

8,757 0 3 

33,46,390 5 7 


(a) This does not include E10.517-S-C collected in Nagpur up to 1st April 1897. 
* Loans. 

f Deceived from England direct. 


BIPIN KRISHNA BOSE, 

Honorary Secretary, 

Central Provinces Provincial Committee, Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 
















FORM E. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 

' PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF THE CENTRAL PROVINCES. 

Statement of Expenditure of District Committees worjcing tinder the Provincial 
Committee from the commencement of the Fund to the 31st October 1807. 


EXPENDITURE. 


] 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 


Names op 
Disteicts. 


Nagpur 
Bhandara 
Chanda 
Wardha 
Babghat 
Raipur 
Bilaspur 
Jabbulpur 
Saugor 
Damoh 
Mandla 
Seoni 
Hoshangabadj 
Chhindwarn 
Narsingpur . 
Betul 
Nimav 


Feudatory 
States of 

Chhattisgarh] 


Column 1. 


Under Objects 
I and II 

jointly incurred 


if a. p. 


(a) 

4,304 6 3 


3,705 0 5 
2,729 12 8 
433 7 0 
1,413 2 1 
4,479 12 2 
13,199 0 9 
19,904 2 3 
7,538 11 3 
5,938 2 0 
7,409 11 7 
6,123 6 10 
7,035 7 10 
12,825 9 10 
912 3 6 
2,986 12 0 
1,328 8 6 

2,791 7 3 


Total R . 1,05,058 12 2 


Column 2. 


Under Object 
II separately 
incurred. 


if a. p, 

Nil. 

1,238 6 5 
Nil. 


20,301 14 
650 0 
6,252 0 
Nil. 


1,782 0 
Nil. 

150 0 

890 1. 2; 


30,264 5 9 


Column 3. 


Column 4. 


Under Objeot 

hi. 


R a. p. 

20,934 12 8 
19,427 13 4 
1,458 12 1 
5,979 1 0 
1,005 12 0 
10,237 10 7 
1,750 0 0 
29,357 0 6 
1,777 10 0 
350 0 0 
7,743 8 3 
1,866 0 6 
8,044 15 5 
3,689 0 0 
3,318 8 3 
1,855 5 6 
1,997 1 0 

370 8 0 


1,21,063 7 1 


Under Objeot IV, 


R a. p. 

62,902 8 0 
1,00,881 0 0 
35,423 9 7 
24,318 0 0 
3,25,439 11 Oj 
2,66,819 8 1 
2,74,468 14 0 
3,67,692 7 0 
2,29,520 0 0 
2,49,516 0 0 
1,49,408 7 6 
1,10,907 2 7 
87,045 5 6 
64,788 12 0 
1,90,722 12 0 
51,783 4 9 
37,703 14 4 

23,102 8 3 


26,52,492 12 7 


Column 5. 


Miscellaneous 


R a. p 

499 3 3 
390 10 3 
205 2 7 
105 12 6! 
5,044 9 0| 
1,364 11 11 


317 0 9 
223 10 2 
216 2 9 
557 8 4 
697 5 10 
845 5 0 
397 3 9 
283 4 10! 

Nil. 


13,188 14 1 


Column 6. 

Column 7. 

Columns. 

Total 

Expenditure. 

Closing Balances. 

Total. 

R a. p>. 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

88,640 14 2 

7,024 7 7 

95,665 5 9 

1,25,642 14 5 

40,707 4 1 

1,66,350 2 6 

39,817 4 11 

6,988 14 11 

46,806. 3 10 

30,836 4 6 

1,254 10 6 

32,090 15 0 

3,32,953 2 1 

Nil. 

3,32,953 2 1 

3,03,203 8 11 

11,035 0 2 

3,14,238 9 1 

2,90,359 12 3 

11,690 1 9 

3,01,919 14 0 

4,23,313 6 1 

7,751 7 8 

4,31,064 13 9 

2,39,477 14 7 

64,877 14 4 

3,04,355 12 11 

2,56,121 2 9 

8,030 1 3 

2,64,151 4 0 

1,64,785 5 6 

49,305 13 0 

2,14,091 2 6 

1,19,112 12 8 

11,119 7 10 

1,30,232 4 0 

1,02,683 5 1 

1,59,409 10 11 

2,62,093 0 0 

81,900.11 8 

7,654 11 11 

89,655 7 7 

1,97,580 12 9 

13,960 15 3 

2,11,541 12 0 

67,021 10' 0 

5,028 14 1 

62,050 8 1 

41,462 12 8 

10,737 3 4 

52,200 0 0 

27,154 8 8 

7,845 7 4 

35,000. 0 0 

29.22, 06S 3 8 

4,24,322 1 11 

33,46,390 5 7 


(a) Ibis does not includo R10, 541-11-11 spent on th poorhouso at Nagpur up to 1st April 1897. 

. BIPIN KRISHNA BOSE, 

Honorary Secretary, 

Central Provinces Provincial Committee , Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund 














213 


BENGAL BRANCH, 


INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 


From the Hon’ble W. H. GRIMLEY, 

Chairman , Bengal Executive Committee, 

Indian Famine Charitable Roliej Fund , 


To the Hon’ble Sir FRANCIS MACLEAN, k.c.i.e., 

Chairman, Central Executive Committee. ' 


Dated Calcutta, the 9th February 189S. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of the Report or 
the Administration of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund in Bengal, 
which was adopted at a meeting held this day. 

2. ! also forward, at the request of the Committee, a copy of a letter whicl 
I have addressed to the Government of Bengal and of a resolution passed by 
the Committee, regarding the services rendered by the Honorary Secretary, 
Mr. E. N. Baker, c.s., in the administration of the Fund. 

3. The duties of the Bengal Executive Committee being now at an end, 
they have now dissolved. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sib, 

Your most obedient servant, 

W. H. GRIMLEY, 

Chairman , Bengal Executive Committee , 

Indian Famine Charitable Belie/ Fund. 
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BENGAL BRANCH, 


INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND. 


From the Hon’ble W. H, GRIMLEY, 

Chairman , Bengal Executive Committee, 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, 

To the SECRETARY to the GOVERNMENT of BENGAL, 

Revenue Department. 


Bated Calcutta, the 9th February 1S98. 


SlK, 

I have the honour to forward for the information of Government 
copy of the report of the Bengal Provincial Executive Committee of the 
Indian Famine Relief Fund, and at the same time lam desired to express 
on behalf of the Committee their high appreciation of the invaluable services 
rendered by their Secretary, Mr. E. N. Baker, in connection with the 
administration of the Fund in addition to his ordinary duties. The Committee 
have also placed on record a resolution in recognition of these services. 
The duties of his post, voluntarily undertaken, have not only entailed much 
labour, but have been attended with peculiar difficulties. As the mouthpiece 
of the Committee it fell . to him to interpret and explain to the numerous 
local Committees with whom the Committee were in correspondence the objects 
of the Fund and the principles of action which had been laid down in 
general terms by the Central Committee. This he did at the outset of 
the undertaking with great care, sufficient detail, and, what is more, with the 
necessary promptitude, and after making his preliminary instructions as 
complete as possible, it became his duty to watch the proceedings of the Dis- 
trict Committees and to check and call them to account whenever they seemed 
to be overstepping the line of action marked out for them, and this part of 
his self-imposed task he also performed with much tact, forethought, and an 
entire absence of friction. He studiously avoided the assumption of any 
authority beyond his powers, but was careful to consult the Chairman, and 
through him the Committee, when necessary, on all matters requiring their 
attention and orders. The correspondence with the several District Committees 
became very voluminous, but in discussing the various matters under reference 
with the Chairman, Mr. Baker has always shown himself most fertile in useful 
expedients and suggestions, and having all the details of the work well within 
his grasp, he was able to become the mainspring of action in the administration 
of the charity. 

Personally, I am extremely grateful for his willing assistance, and the 
Provincial Committee, who are equally indebted to him for his excellent 
services, have desired me to bring them to the notice of His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

W. H GRIMLEY. 

Chairman , Bengal Executive Committee, 

Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund. 
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Extract from the Minutely of the 11th Meeting of the Bengal Provincial Executive 
Committee of the Indian Famine Charitable Belief Find, held at the office of the 
Eoard of Revenue on Wednesday , the 9tli February 1898. 

The Committee desire to place on record an expression of their high 
appreciation of the invaluable services rendered by the Secretary, Mr. E. N. 
Baker, in connection -with the administration of the Famine Fund entrusted 
to the Committee. 

Resolved — That a copy of the above resolution and of the Chairman’s 
letter to Government, recording his opinion of Mr. Baker’s services, be attached 
to the letter forwarding the report to the Chairman of the Central Committee. 
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REPORT 

ON THE 

ADMINISTRATION 


OF THE 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND 

IN 

33 E 1ST G-A.IL. 


The effects of the famine of 1897 were felt throughout the whole of 
Extent of the Famine. Bengal ; but all parts of the province were not 
— — • affected in an equal degree. The following table 

Districts chiefly affected. shows the area and population of those districts 
and tracts which were officially recognized as affected by famine : — 


Disteict . 

Aroa of tho 
district. 

. Total 
population 
of tho district. 

Total nrea 
affected. 

Population of 
the affected 
area. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

0 



Sq. miles. 


Sq. miles. 



rShahahad 

i , nr, 5 

2,063,000 

1,632 

382,000 


1 Snrnn 

2,651 

2,400,000 

1,512 

3,631 

1,416,000 

Patna Division ...-i 

! Ohamparan 

3,531 

1,860,000 

1,860,000 


Muzaffarpur ... 

3,005 

3,385 

2,713,000 

1,851 

J , 660, 000 


[_Darbhanga 

2,801,000 

2,940 

2,234,000 


Total 

10,887 

11,903,000 

11,466 

7,662,000 

Bhagalpur Division ... j 

‘ Bhagaipnr 
. Sontnnl Parganas 

4,226 

5,470 

2.032.000 

1.764.000 

n 


• 

Total 

9,696 

3,786,000 

1,921 

702,000 

| 

f Hazaribagh 


1,164,000 

1,760 

200,000 

Chota Nagpur Division • 

Pnlnmau 


696,000 

4,912 

693,000 

[. Manbhum 


1,193,000 

3,373 

991,000 


Total 

16,030 

2,953,000 

10,035 

1,787,000 

| 

'Nadia 

mmnzm 

1,644,000 

1,070 

662,000 

276,000 

Presidency Division ... s 

| Khulna 


1,177,000 

474 

..Murahidabad n . 

mmm 

1,250,000 

206 

120,000 


Total 

7,014 

4,071,000 

1/749 

958,000 

Burdwan Division ... 

Bankura 

2,621 

1,070,000 

1,063 

413,000 

Orissa Division ... 

Puri 

2,473 

945,000 

274 

89,000 


Total 

51,771 

24,728,000 

I 

11,601,000 


• 2. In these districts the famine was most severe and necessitated the 

opening of regular relief works by State agency 
Districts less seriously affected. un( q er ^he Famine Code. There were also many 

other tracts where great and widespread distress prevailed, though in a less 
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acute form, more particularly in the districts of Patna, Rajshahi, Pabna, Jeasore, 
Dinaipur and Lohardaga. These districts comprise an area of 20,428 square 
miles and a population of 9,018,279. Outside tne area included within these 
two groups, the effect of the famine was chiefly felt in the great and sustained 

rise in the price of food-grains, which extended to 
' Districts affected by high prices. ever y district of Bengal, and indeed throughout 

India. This matter is further referred to in paragraph 11 of this report; but 
in the present place it may be broadly stated that for ten months prices ranged 
about 100 per cent, above the normal rate. The suffering and distress thus 
occasioned were shared by all except the wealthy, but chiefly by tho poorer ■ 
middle class, the bkadra lok , on small fixed or inelastic incomes, by the labouring 
and menial classes and the poorer artizans and weavers, and by those who 
are ordinarily dependant on private charity. No part of Bengal was wholly 
spared, though the eastern districts suffered less than others ; and ample scope 
for the charity of the Relief Fund was found in every district, with the 
fortunate exceptions of Hooghly, Darjeelmg, Backergunge and Balasore. 

3. Foremost among the affected tracts, whether regard is had to the 

numbers concerned, the intensity of distress, or 
Description of affocted area. the danger to human life, are tho four districts of 
Patua msion. North Bihar. These districts, Saran, Ohamparan, 

Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga, forming the northern or trans-Gungetic section 
of the Patna Division, stretch in an irregular band, 80 miles in width, from 
the Ganges to the borders of Nepal. They are intersected by the Gogra and 
Gandak, and several smaller rivers, which flow from the Nepal hills to join 
the Ganges, with a trend from the north-west to the south-east. There is no 
artificial irrigation (other than wells) except in Saran, which haB a small canal 
system of little value. The population is extremely dense, averaging 785 to 
the square mile, which is exceeded in parts of Saran. The great majority of 
the inhabitants live by agriculture, there being very few local manufactures. 
The soil is for the most part under cultivation and exceedingly fertile, except 
in the north' and west of Champaran. It is divided in varying but tolerably 
equal proportions between the three main harvests : the b/iudoi, or rain crop, 
which includes early rice, millets, maize and indigo ; the aghani , or winter rice ; 
and the rabi, or spring crop, which includes wheat, barley, pulses, sugarcane, 
opium and oilseeds. The winter rice is the most important single crop, and its 
normal outturn ranges from 39*75 per cent, of the whole in Champaran, to 
54*26 per cent, in Darbhanga. The people are, generally speaking, skilful, 
industrious and thrifty in their habits. Large numbers annually leave their 
homes temporarily, especially from Saran, in search of work in North and 
East Bengal. All four districts were affected by the famines of 1866 and 
1873-74. The material condition of the inhabitants is thus summed up by the 
Commissioner of Patna : 

“la spite of these many advantages,, the material condition of tho peasantry is a good 
deal below what it is elsewhere, not only in other parts of India, but in other Divisions of 
the Lower Provinces. The population is extraordinarily dense, and is steadily increasing; 
early marriages are universal, while the comparatively salubrious climate induces a relatively 
high birth-rate and a low death-rate. The people are almost entirely agricultural, holding’s 
are small and greatly subdivided, and in most districts the landlords are themselves of a petty 
class and much impoverished : all these conditions make for indebtedness and poverty, and the 
result is that a large proportion of the agricultural poor have sunk from tho position of 
tenants, and are day-labourers and Eerfs, while with the majority of those who still ocoupy 
.and, life is a perpetual struggle ou the verge of insolvency.” 

4. A leading feature in the economic survey of these districts is the 
presence of indigo and poppy cultivation on a large scale. Tho area under 
each crop is as follows : — 


Saran 

Ohamparan 
Muzaffarpur ... 
Darbhanga 

Indigo. 

Acres. 

32.300 
81,000 

102,200 

70.300 

Poppy. 

Acres. 

40,842 

46,495 

11,390 

2,118 

Total 

... 285,800 

100,845. 
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Regarding the indigo industry, the Collector of Champaran has made the 
following remarks, which are applicable to all four districts: — 

“ Though, occupying only 4g per oent. of the cultivated area, the indigo crop is of the 
greatest economic inmortance to the people of this distriot. The elaborate tilling and weed- 
ing of the lands and the cutting and catting of the plant afford employment to a very large 
proportion of the labouring classes for a considerable portion of the year, while in most of the 
planters the peasantry have the good fortune to live under lenient landlords who show them 
much consideration in a year of distress.” 

The poppy crop is also of great value to the people by reason, among other 
tilings, of the substantial advances which they receive from Government for 
cultivating it. During 1896 these amounted to Ilf lakhs of rupees, in the four 
districts under discussion. 

5. The only other tract in the Patna Division in which severe' famine 
prevailed was the Bhabhua subdivision in the south-west corner of Shahabad, 
together with a part of the adjacent subdivision of Sasaram. This tract includes 
a part of the Kaimore plateau, besides some lowlying country at its foot. It 
is sparsely populated, the crops are poor and precarious, and communications 
are so difficult that during the rains parts of it are almost inaccessible. This 
was one of the very few parts of the province in which the Government was 
forced to abandon its established policy of non-interference with private trade, 
and to make arrangements that tho local markets should be supplied in due 
time by a grain dealer appointed by the Collector. 

6. In the Bhagalpur Division, the severely distressed area was confined to 

parts of the districts of Bhagalpur and the Sonthal 

Bhagalpur Division. Parganas. In the former, it comprised the Madhi- 

pura and Supaul subdivisions, which lie north of the Ganges. The soil is 
comparatively poor: the aghani , or winter rice, is the chief crop, while there is 
little bhadoi or rdbi, ' and artificial irrigation ducts or tanks arc few. The 
population consists chiefly of low caste Hindus and Hinduised aboriginals. 

In the Sontbal Parganas the distress was most acute in the Deoghur and 
Jamtara subdivisions. The following description of the district is given 
by Mr. Carstairs, the experienced Deputy Commissioner. 

“ Its soil is poor and undulating, tho lower ground and beds of small wator-courses 
having beon terraced extensively into paddy-fields, sometimes protected by springs or 
resei-voirs, hut often unprotected. So the country has. to depend very much on rain-water 
to carry through its cultivation ; and when that fails, there is distress. 

“ Tire prinoipal food-crops grown are mentioned below in the order of their importance, 
namely: — 

- (1) Bice. (4) Pulses. 

(2) Indian-corn. (5) Wheat. 

(3) Marua. 

« Xn the major portion of the distriot mahua flowers and fruit help a great deal in 
forming the food-staple of many classes of men, especially aborigines. They also live on 
rnnuy sorts of forest produce, when their food-orops prove deficient or insufficient. As 
regards tho economio condition of the people, they are generally unostentatious, simple, and 
seldom indulge in luxury. The Sontbals are improvident and fond of enjoying themselves, 
but wonderfully patient and independent when distressed. The principal occupation of the 
pooplo is agriculture, and oven when a man earns his livelihood by some other means, he 
must have a little cultivation to supplement his earnings. 

“The Sontbals and Bhuiyas emigrate in large numbers yearly to work in the tea- 
gardens of the Duars and the Darjeeling Terai. Some go to the neighbouring districts of 
Burdwan and Birhhum, and_ some to Malda to reap the rice crop. Some also emigrate as 
labourers to Assam and Chittagong.” 

7. The area affected in the Chota Nagpur Division was almost as large 

... as that in the Patna Division, but the population 

Chota Nagpur Dmsion. involved was only about one-fourth as great. 

The area of acute distress included the whole of Palamau, the whole of Man- 
bliura, except the south-eastern portion, and the northern and eastern portions 
of Hazaribagh. No part of either Lohardaga or Singbhhum was officially- 
recognized as affected, but there was a good deal of distress in the former district. 

The country may be described os consisting of an ascending series of 
plateaux rising in successive terraces from 800 to 3,500 feet, separated from 
each other by ranges of hills and watered by numerous rivers flowing into 
the Mahanuday on the one side aud the Ganges on the other. In all the 
districts the country is much broken up by ravines, with cultivated valleys 
and rolling downs interspersed. The highest point yn the Division is the 
P'arasnnth bill, a well-known Jain place of pilgrimage in Hazaribagh, which 
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has an elevation of 4,479 feet above sea level. The Ranchi plateau, with an 
area of 4,500 square miles, has an average elevation of 2,100 feet, and the 
Hazaribagh plateau, 600 square miles m extent, is about the same level. 
The Palamau district, which is of comparatively recent formation, lies to the 
north and west of Lohardaga, and consists of spurs tin-own out from the Rancm 
and Hazaribagh plateaux, and a tangled mass of broken hills and more or less 
open valleys, with an average height of 1,200 feet. r lhe Manbhum district is 
hilly to the south, and also in the extreme north and west, where it borders 
on the Jamtara subdivision of the Sonthal Parganas, and on the Hazaribagh 
district. ■ In the centre and to the east the country is flat and open, and includes 


the valley of the Damuda. 

The population of the Division is scanty, averaging. 128 to the square mile, 
though parts of Manbhum rise' considerably above this figure. The inhabitants 
are “mostly Hindus and aboriginals, many sections of the latter having, 
become more or less Hinduized. Sonthals, who number 290,000, are found 
mostly in Hazaribagh, the north of Manbhum and Singhbhum. Mundas, Uraons, 
and Korwas, a semi-wild tribe, numbering altogether 880,000, are found chiefly 
in Lohardaga and Singhbhum. The population includes also a greater propor- 
tion of Native Christians than any other part of Bengal,' and all the principal 
Missions — Anglican, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, and others — have local branches. 
The Division is a favourite recruiting ground for the Assam tea-gardens, and 
thousands of labourers leave it every year either under indenture or nominally 


as free emigrants. 

The soil is only moderately fertile, and the mineral wealth in which the 
Division abounds as yet gives employment to but few. Of the three chief 
crops, the winter rice is by far the most important, being more than two-thirds 
of the whole food-supply. The bhadoi, or rain crop, represents rather more than 
one-fourth, and the remainder is represented by the rabi or spring crop, which 
is insignificant, except iu Palamau. Forest edible products, including the flower 
of the mahua tree, form a most valuable addition to the food-supply of the 
people, especially in the wilder and more hilly parts. 

With the exception of certain main roads, the communications are of a 
very primitive description and consist of narrow bridle paths, along which 
lightly-laden pack-bullocks pick their leisurely way to distant marts. Traffic is 
also carried on by bullock-carts, but these are rarely to be found oil the metal- 
led roads, and owing to the long distances to bo travelled over, this is a very 
laborious and tedious mode of transporting produce. Palamau is particularly 
badly off in respect of communications, and in this district it became necessary 
at one period of the famine for Government to supplement the ordinary opera- 
tions of trade by offering, a bounty on importations of grain. The Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway, the only through line in the Division, traverses a very small 
corner on the south-east, but is of comparatively little use to the more distant 
places. The roads also, such as they are, are frequently intercepted by hills, 
ravines and rivers which are unbridged and at certain seasons of the year 
unfordable. The occurrence of scarcity in an acute form in Cliota Nagpur 
.emphasises the necessity for a liberal extension of the railway system in this 
fine country with its vast mineral wealth and immense trading possibilities, 
a measure which was frequently advocated by the Hon’ble Mr. W. H. Grimley, 
the present Chairman of the Provincial Famine Relief Committee, who was for 
many years Commissioner of Chota Nagpur. 

8. In the Presidency Division, which includes five districts surrounding 
Presidency Division Calcutta on the north, east and south, distress was 

y most acute in Nadia, Khulna and Mursliidabad, but 

parts of Jessore were affected, to a nearly equal extent. The 24-Par o-anas 
district, which immediately encircles the Presidency town, escaped unscathed 
.except for the high prevailing prices. Mr. Westmacott, the Commissioner 
.of the Division, gives the following account of the area affected, and the 
economic conditions of the people'. 


Physical conditions of area affected. 

“In _ 1 Nad 1 ia tj 16 area affected is composed of two classes of land— a blaok clay soil on low 
lands, and a light . sandy soil on higher levels. The former is subject to inundation and 
grows only aman rice, but the light soil grows aus lice and rabi orops. Over the greater 
part of the affected tracts m Murshidabad the chief crops ore aus rice followed by a. cold- 
weather crop, hut on the low land m the south-east of the district known as the “ Kalantar,” 
the only .crop is aman nce,*whioh depends almost entirely on . seasonable inundation. The 
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“ affected tracts in J essore consisted of high, lands along the hanks of rivers, also some low- 
lying bheels . In Khulna the tract affected is low and flat, being intersected by numerous 
tidal khals and protected from inundation by small embankments called bherrieg. The soil is 
impregnated with salt, and grows nothing but arnan rice, which will not thrive unless there 
is enough fresh water to wash the salt out of the ground. 

The nature and the relative importance of the crops grown. 

“In Nadia the early or aus rice is a far more important crop than the winter or am an 
rice, the area under the former being twice as large as that under the latter. The other 
orops in this district are by no means of equal importance. In Murshidabad the principal 
orop is aman rice, whioh is grown in the Barh tract, whioh comprises the west of the 
district, and also in low lands in the Bagri. Aus rice is grown in the Bagri. The Barh is 
“the chief source of the food-supply of the district, and most of it this year produced a very 
good orop, which was largely exported into Nadia and probably elsewhere. About ono-fouith 
of the cultivated area of the distriot is under mulberry, jute, indigo, oil-seeds, &o. The 
principal crops in order of importance in Jessore are aman and aus rice, jute, indigo, oil-seeds, 
pulses, millets and tobacco, but date-sugar, which is a speoial produot of the district, con- 
tributes very largely to the resources of tho people. In Khulna aman lice is the staple crop, 
but aus and loro rice and jute are also grown to some extent. Such orops as halai, hhcnsari, 
sarisa, &o., are grown in small quantities. 


The economic condition of the people, their chief occupations, and the existence of any 

special customs. 

“ In Nadia tho cultivators and the holders of petty lakhiraj tenures are by no means so 
well off as similar classes in J essore, Khulna, or the 24-Parganas, and there is muoh indebt- 
edness. The cultivators of Murshidabad are also in debt, though, perhaps, not so entirely 
dependent upon malwjans as the cultivators of Nadia. The great majority of cultivators in 
Nadia are tonants-at-will, and cultivate on the system known as utbandi under uliioh raiyats 
have no fixed holdings. There is also a certain number of persons who own, occupy and 
cultivate, or sublet hereditary rent-free lands. In Jessore the people are chiefly agriculturists, 
and although their welfare depends to a greet extent upon the success of the aman rice crop, 
they have, in all the highor parts of the district, a valuable sonreo of inoome in date-Bugar. 
There are a very few labourers in the distriot, and what there are, are in the habit of going 
annually to the SundarbanB in searoh of employment, and remitting funds by money-orders for 
the support of their families. About four-fifths of the population of Khulna are agriculturists, 
and I consider that thoy are generally prosperous and comparatively wealthy. There is 
little trado except in grain and dried fish. If tbe people get a good crop, they are contented. 
Almost all the zamindars are absentees, indifferent to tho welfare of their tenants, and the 
inferior tenuro-holders or gantidars are said to he impoverished by successive bad years, 
though not, I suspect, to the extent which they allege. The Pods in this distriot change their 
habitations after the winter orop has been gathered. Thoy never out their crops themselves, 
but the work is done by hired labourers coming from other parts of tbe district. This 
indicates that they can afford to he idle, as their labourers go away with boat-loads of rice.” 

9. Tho two remaining tracts which were classed by Government as 

_ . _. . . severely affected are portions of the Bankura 

Burdwan and nssa lvisions. district in Burdwan, and of Puri in Orissa. The 

former adjoins on the east the district of Manbhum in Chota Nagpur, and 
its physical characteristics are similar. The district is undulating, with hill 
and jungle to the south, and open level country to the north and east, where 
it is intersected by the Damodar river. The population, which includes 
many Sonthals and other aboriginals, is mainly agricultural. The principal 
crop is the winter rice, which suffices to maintain the popidation, and also yields 
a surplus for export. In 1897, notwithstanding the presence of famine, the 
exports of rico amounted to 3,37,000 maunds, from January to September. 

The district of Puri lies in the extreme south of the Orissa Division, border- 
ing on tbe Gan jam district of Madras. An area of 231 square miles lying 
along tbe Chilka lake was flooded in July and August 1896, and was subse- 
quently exposed to drought. It is a noticeable characteristic of the inhabitants 
of this district that even- the lower castes object to their women appearing in 
public, and none or very few of these were ever found on the relief works 
opened by Government. 

10. The famine of 1897 was due to the shortness and unseasonable dis- 


^ ,,, . , , on „ tribution of the rains of 1896. The rainfall was 

ureo o rains o . deficient during the months of July and August, 

when sowing and transplanting of rice are in progress, and from the 19th 
September rain ceased altogether till the close of tho year, thus depriving the 
' young crops at the critical time of the moisture necessary to bring them to 
i maturity. The extent and distribution of the deficiency in the districts most 
seriously affected are exhibited in the following table : — 


T» 



Statement showing the monthly rainfall in each of the affected districts of Bengal during 1896-91 as compared Kith the normal fall. 
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11 . The following account of the extent to which the crops of 1S96-97 
Short harvests of 189 G- 97 . suffered from the failure of the rains, and of the 

consequence on the price of food-grains throughout 
the Province, is taken from the General Administration Report of Beno-al for 
* that year:— id. 

“Like nil previous famines in Bengal, the famine of 1896-97 was caused by the fniluro 
of the monsoon rains, and was the result of two successive bad seasons. Tko season of 1895, 
although on the whole favourable to the hhadoi or autumn crons, was bad for the winter rice, 
inasmuch as the rains were uuevonly distributed at the time of sowing, and ceased earlier 
than was' necessary to ensure a full outturn. Then followed a prolonged drought, which 
lasted throughout the cold' weather, and materially injured the rabi or spring ctops. For 
the Province as a whole the outturn of the bhntloi crops was estimated at 14 annas, of winter 
rice at 18 annas, and of the rabi orops at 11 to 12 annas. The good crops reaped in 1893-94 
and 1894-95 enabled the people to tide over the partial failure of 1895-9G, hut a greater 
disaster followed, and caused distress more or less acute throughout the Province. The 
rainfall of 1896 was very near!/ as short ns in 1873, and was worne distributed. The hhadoi 
crops suffered from short rainfall in all parts of the Province exoept in Orison, where, on 
the other hand, there was excessive rain in July and August, resulting in floods which 
destroyed the standing crops over a large area. The nvernge outturn of these orops for the 
whole Province is estimated at 101 annas, but the outturn of the hhadoi food-crops alone is 
believed to have been not more than 9t annas. The injury done to the great winter rice orop 
by deficient rainfall duiing the sowing and transplanting season was aggravated by the 
entire cessation of the rains at the most critical period ; no rain fell after the 19fch September. 
The effect of these abnormal meteorological conditions was that the total area cultivated with 
winter rice was about a million acres less than in the preoeding year, and that the outturn 
of the orop was as had in Bihar and in parts of Bengal as in 1873, the estimate for the 
whole Province being only 7 i annas, or less than half' the average orop. The rabi crops of 
1896-97 suffered considerably from the want of moisture in the soil, hut showers of rain fell 
at intervals during the coal weather, which did much good in the Patna and Cliota Nagpur 
Divisions. The outturn of these crops throughout the Province is estimated at 10J annas. 
The mahtia and mango crops, whioh in an ordinary year form a useful supplement to the 
food-grains, were also poor. Not only was the failure of the orops in the Province of 
Bengal as great ns in 1873-74, hut it extended throughout India and caused an unpre- 
cedented rise in prices. 

. - “ Prices in Bengal generally rose instead of falling, as ' in ordinary years, as soon as the 

hhadoi crops had been harvested, and there was a further sharp rise when the fnilure of the 
-winter rice became oertaiu. ' The following table shows the puces of common rioe in seers 
per rupee at the head-quarters of the affected districts, in comparison with the normal 
rates and the prices which prevailed during the famine of 1873-74 : the prioes of other food- 
grains rose proportionately : — 



October. 

January. 

Amir,. 

July. 

District (Head .quarters). 










Normal 

rate. 



Normal 

rate. 

1873. 

1896. 

Normal 

rate. 

1874. 

1897. 

Normal 

rate. 

1874. 

1897. 

1874. 

1897. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

IS 



S. ch. 

S. di. 

S. cli. 

B. ch. 

S. ch. 

S. ch. 

S. ch. 

S ch. 

S. ch. 

8, ch. 

S. ch. 

Arrab (Shnbabad) 


14 0 

8 8 

14 10 

13 0 

10 0 

14 1 

12 0 

8 4 

13 12 

11 8 

Ho 8 

(_ 7 12 

•Chapra (Saran) 

14 15 

13 0 

■ 11 

14 3 

12 O 

9 8 

13 13 

12 O 

9 0 

14 15 

13 0 

7 4 

Jlclih iri iChafnparan) 

17 ft 

20 0 

■Ml 

1G C 

XEX3 

9 tt 

14 6 

9 0 

8 12 

13 8 

11 0 

7 11 

UuzafTtirpur 

13 15 

16 0 

8 4 

14 13 

■m 

9 0 

■ HI 

9 ft 

8 0 

13 2 

10 0 

7 4 

Dnrblinnca 

15 13 

1 i 0 

10 o 

16 13 

11 8 

9 4 

fSTSJ 

9 12 


14 6 

9 12 

7 0 

Bhn«nbmr 

15 11 

17 0 

9 G 

17 4 

12 0 

10 2 

15 13 

11 t>i 

8 14 

15 8 

12 0) 

8 8 

Dumkn (Sonthal Parganns) ... 

14 7 

15 0 

9 4 

15 14 

13 *• 

10 0 

15 6 

11 0 

S 2 

74 13 

KU 

7 10 

Haznribagh ... 

14 5 

12 3 

8 12 

15 0 

13 5 

8 0 

14 8 

12 1ft 

8 0 

13 11 

13 11 

6 6 

Banchi (Lohardago) 

Daltongani (Palomau) 

16 8 

16 0 

1 to 

{■17 G 

1J 8 

Wn 

10 8 

14 0 

8 0 

14 13 

16 12 

6 0 
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14 8 

11 6 

8 7 

15 7 

12 14 

8 11 

14 G 

11 8 

6 14 

12 10 

13 8 

7 5 

Pnrulia (Manbhum) 

15 14 

15 0 

ri2 o 

1 to 

1l8 4 

15 8 

10 8 

17 0 

13 0 

8 12 

14 10 

18 0 

7 8 



(.12 4 










Bankura 

lf> 5 

15 5 

11 0 

MlML'l 

14 4 

11 A 

16 3 

13 6 

10 0 

15 3 

12 6 

9 0 

Krishnagar (Nadia) 

12 12 

16 3 

8 5 

14 1 

12 5 

1) 2 

13 C 

11 7 

8 3 

12 C 

U 0 

7 4 

Khulna 

IS 3 

25 0 

9 0 

14 11 

17 0 

11 3 

14 15 

23 0 

9 4 

13 0 

12 4 

8 0 



ris 0 



(11 0 

) 


(It) 0 



(U 4 

■) . 

JBerhampore (Murshidabad) ... 

13 6 

] ,0 

S 9 8 

EX 1 

\ to 

ho o 

13 7 

1 t0 

? 8 8 

13 0 

•! to 



L 23 0 



U4 4 

) 


(.1* 0 



(18 8 


Pori ... ... 

18 0 

32j 0 

11 13 

19 7 

22 0 

10 8 

19 0 

281 0 

11 13 

17 3 

Eli 

pa 

Hampur Boaha (Rnishabij ... 

12 8 

15 8 

7 8 

?4 2 

12 0 

9 12 

13 4 

*1 3 

8 1 

13 fl 

Kill 


Pabna ... 

14 11 

17 0 

0 12 

14 11 

14 8 

9 6 

13 12 

12 0 

9 0 

14 1 

14 0 

■ 


“The effect of the early cessation of the monsoon rains was more disastrous in Bihar* than 

elsewhere, . partly because the comparatively high lands of 
Bihar require more moisture for the growth of rice and other 
orops than the low-lying lands of Lower Bengal. In Bihar, 
too, the population is extremely dense aud muob poorer 
than in unst other parts of the Province. The ordinary 
wages of agricultural labour are e.\tremely low, and they 
have, owing partly to the growth of population and partly tft 


*,Sbahaba& 

Sarau 

Champaran 

Muzaflfarpnr 

Darbbanga 


Outturn of 
winter rice. 

As. 

... 4 

H 

l 4 

5 








































25G 


the influenco of custom, remained prncticaliy unaltered for tho past _ 20 years or moro, 
wliilo tho prices of food-grains havo largely increased daring tho samo ponod. 

Wlion it became apparent that tho Province was face to fuco with a 
serious famino, steps wero taken in a number of 
districts to organize measures for churitablo relief. 
In tho Presidency Division tho Commissioner allot- 
ted sums of Its. 2,000, Its. 1,500, and Us. 1,000 res- 
tho districts of Nadia, Jcssoro, and Khulna from tho balanco 


12 . 


Charitable relief prior to forma 
tion of tlio Indian Famine Cliar 
itablo belief fund. 


pectivelv to 
of the lato 


Bengal 


together 


with 


Distress Belief Fund, and those funds, _ 
subscriptions raised locally, were distributed by Subdi visional _ Oflieora 
and others under tlio orders of tho Collector. In Nadia a local Iteliof Com- 
mittee was formed ou tho 23rd December 1890. In Khulna, subscriptions wero 
raised as early as July 1896, and woro spent in purchasing paddy for husking, 
and in giving doles of grain and money. In Bajshalu a public meeting 
was called in December 1890 under the presidency of tho Commissioner, 
and subscriptions woro raised, which wero expended m that district.^ A small 
grant of Us. 300 was also mado by tho Commissioner for expenditure in Bogra. 

° 13. In tho Patna Division, whero tho approach of tho famine was felt 

earlier than elsewhere, tho organization of charitable relief received attention 
from the outsot. In October 1890, when tho prieo of grain roso suddenly in tho 
city of Patna, tho Collector called a general moot ing of the inhabitants and formed 
a Committee, which purchased grain and sold it at ono seer below the market 
rate to deserving persons in the presonco of a member of the Committee. In 
Gaya, in tho first half of Decomber, tho Collector caused each Municipality to 
raise a small sum locally, and placed it in tho hands of a Committee of the 
principal inhabitants, to bo expended in relieving cases of proved distress. 
Early in January, tho appearance of distressed wanderers along tho Grand 
TrunkBoad warned tho local authorities that reliof was needed, and two kitchens 
were established for their assistance at Aurangabad and Kttsa. In Shahabad a 
public meeting was called in Decombor, and machinery was organized for the 
prompt distribution of relief when occasion should arise. In Sawn tho Col- 
lector, Mr. Earlo, was prompt to act on tho Commissioner’s admonitions to 
arrange for churitablo relief in good time. Meetings woro hold ami Committees 
formed ; and in tho town of Chapra, during January, Fobnmry and March, 
grain was distributed in weekly doles at three centres in tho town, under tho 
personal supervision of tho Municipal Commissioners, aided by almost all tho 
European residents of both sexes. In Champarau tho Motilmri branch of 
tho Theosophicai Society from an early date issuod grain doles on their own 
account to all who chose to accept thorn, and continued to do so for two and a- 
balf months. In January tho Mahavani of Bottiah established a large kitchen, at 
which an avorage of 590 persons received cookod food daily for a month and- 
a-balf. In Darbhanga a meeting was held on tho 22nd December, at 
which it was decided to call for subscriptions, to appoint a Committee, and to 
direct its members to institute enquiries for destitmo persons who woro out 
side tho conditions of Govornmont roliof. Moro than Rs. 0,000 was collected 
in this manuer boforo tho fund was ovcntually absorbed in tho District Roliof 
Committeo. 

In tho Bhagalpur Division small grants woro mado in December to 
Malda and tho Sonthal Parganns from tho balanco of tho Bengal Distress Reliof 
Fund, but, except in Jamtara in tho latter district, no expenditure was 
actually found necessary. In Hazaribagb, subscriptions were raised in Decom- 
ber 1896, and a kitekon was opened which provided relief to all destituto 
persons till May 189T, whou it was taken over by Government. 

14. The Indian. Famine Charitable Relief Fund was inaugurated in India 

on the 14th Jnnuary, when a public meeting was 
held in Calcutta at which His Excelloncy tho Viceroy 
presided, and resolutions woro adopted recognizing 
that the time had como for tho formation of a 
fund for charitable relief, supplementary of the operations of Government 
and designed to meet cases not clearly or adequately covered by thoso oper- 
ations. By other resolutions the meeting accepted the statement of tho objects 
to which private subscriptions might be devoted, as set forth in the Gazette of 
J.ndia of the 9th January, .and arrangements wero mado for tho appointmont of 
>a General, and a Central Executive Committee. .The objects- to which tho Fund 


Establishment of Indian Famino 
Charitable belief Fund and or- 
ganization of roliof. 
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was to be applied are set forth in Appendix A of this report, and were briefly 
as follows: — J 

(1) To supplement the subsistence ration, which alone is provided 

from public funds, by tbe addition of small comforts, whether of 
food or of clothing for the aged or infilm, for the patients in 
hospital, for children, and the like; 

(2) to provide for the maintenance of orphans ; 

(3) to relieve the numerous .poor but respectable persons, who will 

endure almost any privation rather than apply for Government 
relief, accompanied as it is by official enquiry into, and by some 
kind of test of the reality of the destitution which is to be 
relieved; and 

(4) to restore to their original position, when acute distress is subsid- 

ing, those who have lost their all in the struggle, and to give 
them a fresh start in life. 


15. In accordance with the scheme approved by the Central Executive 
. „ . . . „ Committee, arrangements were at once made to 

mitteefor^Bengal. rcmnci om form a Provincial Committee for Bengal, including 

representatives of every division and district. 
For the direct conduct of business an Executive Committee was appointed, 
of which the Hon’ble Mr. C. C. Stevens, c.s I., Senior Member of the 


Board of Revenue, L.P., was Chairman, and Mr E. N. Baker, c.s., Collector 
of Customs, Calcutta, was Honorary Secretary. The constitution of the Com- 


mittee is shown in Appendix B. As originally formed, it included 32 mem- 
bers, of whom 8 were officials and 24 non-officials, and was thoroughly repre- 
sentative of all sections of the community. The Hon’ble Mr. Stevens filled the 
office of Chairman till the 23rd June, when he resigned on being appointed 
to officiate as Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. His place was taken by the 
Hon’ble Mr. W. H. Grimley, the present Senior Member of the Board of 


Revenue.. 

16. The first meeting of the Committee was hold on the 28th January, 

and was fully attended. Arrangements were 
viScSS e eo. ta!CI1 y r °‘ made for inviting subscriptions and issuing collec- 
tion books, and a circular was drawn up for issue 
to all District Officers, requesting them to form local Relief Committees, ex- 
plaining the nature of the organization recommended by the Committee, and 
setting forth the objects to which, and the manner in which, the Fund should 
be applied. A copy of this circular, which forms the basis on which charitable 
relief was administered in Bengal, is given in Appendix C. 

17. On receipt of this circular, active steps were taken in all districts 

• • _ ... to organize machinery for charitable relief. Mur- 

Formation of District e ic g^jdabad w as the first* district to form a Relief 

ommi o . Committee, which was established on the 30th 

mtoLWeen tried tsoZ; January 1896 under the presidency of the District 
districts before the Indian Famiuo Judge. This district, though not One Ot those most 
Charitabio Relief Fund -was in- ee y ere ly affected, was most active and efficient in 
augurnte . the administration of charitable relief. It raised 


by local subscriptions tbe liberal sum of Rs. 27,011 for local expenditure, 
besides contributing towards tbe relief of sufferers elsewhere. Bogra, Malda, 
and Chittagong were also prompt in forming Committees, and in the Patna 
Division the Committees which had been formed prior to the establishment 
of the Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund were at once merged in 
the District Relief Committees constituted under the Fund. Eventually a 
. Co mmi ttee was formed in every district of the Province, with branch and sub- 
committees for subordinate areas in all distressed districts. Ordinarily the 
Collector or District Judge was Chairman of the District Committee, but 
in Burdwan and Palamau that office was filled by non-official gentlemen, Raja 
Tun Bibari Kapur and Rai Tbakurai Bbagobat Dyal Singh Deo Bahadur. The 
' det ails of the organization differed slightly in different districts, but tbe 
following account, which is taken from the interesting report of Mr. J , A. Bour- 
dillon, c.s.x., Commissioner of Patna, is, in substance, typical of all: — 

“A Central District Committee was first appointed, of which the Collector was the 
Chairman, and a Yice-Chairman, Treasurer and Secretory were elected, sometimes official 
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... „„„ A local Committee was next nominated for eaoli subdivision with 

and sometimes non- c - ( fc separate Committee w usually appointed,- and 

Z mS severely afeot.d sub-eon, mittees we formed for each 
J ? ^ . i Q n these various Committees most of the influential men of the neigh- 


bourliood found n seat: a largo majority were non-officials, and, besides officials, they 


functions of Provincial and 
District Committees respectively. 


tliana or outpost. 

ffiduded 1 European planters, lawyers, and doctors, native gentlemen and zammdars, pleaders, 
i inra c-clinnl masters anil in short all who could afford the time to assist m what was 
universally^ recognised 'as a work of real benevolence The Committees administered each 
their ora' jurisdiction under the orders of the District Committee : to them they applied for, 
funds and to their Chairman they forwarded accounts and returns:. these were. submitted by 
him to the Secretary to the Fund in Calcutta. In eaefi jurisdiction a definite , work was 
usually assigned to each working member of the Committee, and besides this m some 
districts separate sub-committees were formed. In Saran an Accounts Sub-Committee did 
excellent work in drawing up simple rules of business and account, which proved to he of the 
greatest service. Usually, the care of the persons falling uuder the different heads of relief 
mentioned in paragraph 50 above was entrusted to different members, some taking over the 
care of orphans and the supply of comforts iu poor-houses and hospitals, while a second 
group undertook to investigate the claims of tiie respectable poor, and a third charged 
themselves with the duty of regulating the grants under Object IV — a process which in the 
later stages of the operations involved muoh labour and enquiry.” 

18. In the administration of tho Fund, the principle that commended 

itself to the Provincial Committee was that the 
actual disbursement of the money and giving of 
relief should be entrusted to the District Relief 
Committees, •which alone possessed the necessary machinery, and which were in 
close touch with the distressed population and in immediate relations with the 
local officers of Government charged with famine work. The duties which the 
Provincial Committee reserved to itself were the collecting of estimates of 
the funds required by tbe various districts and the preparation of consolidated 
estimates for tho Province; the procuring of funds from the Central Com- 
mittee, and their distribution from time to time to different districts and 
divisions; the issue of detailed instructions to guide the local Relief Committees 
iu the grant of relief ; the prescribing, collection, and examination of periodical 
returns of expenditure and of persons relieved, and the compilation of similar 
returns for the whole Province ; and the settlement, in communication with the 
Central Committee and the Local Government, of all questions of principle 
that might arise in the course of the operations. 

ID. To this- division of duties there was one exception. At tbe outset 

it was considered that, as the area of severe 
distress was for the most part situated at a distance 
from Calcutta, no Relief Committee need be formed 
for the Presidency Town. Before long, however, 
it was found that the pressure of famine prices, which, as already explained, 
were a universal feature of the year throughout India, was making itself felt, to 
a limited extent, in Calcutta itself. T.he Committee therefore took upon itself the 
task of dealing with cases of distress at the Presidency. At first these were 
of rare occurrence Grants aggregating Rs. 1,400 were made from time 
to time to the Hoivble Prince Bukhtyar Shab, c.i.e., to enable him to 
relieve destitution among a number of liis co-religionists, including respectable 
women in straitened circumstances. The money was judiciously expended, the 
number relieved being 219. A' sum of Rs. 300 was given to the Hon’ble Nawab 
Syed Amir Hossein, c.i.e., for a similar purpose, and was divided among 112 
sniall grant of Rs. 50 was given to the Calcutta Orphanage, and a sum 
of Rs. 300 to the Rev. Mr. J. M. Brown for his orphanage at Rani e an j. A 
similar application fiom the Lady fcmperior of St. Vincentes Home was not enter- 
tained, as it was held to be outside the scojie of the operations of the Fund, 

20. Later, in the year it became apparent . that further measures 
were necessary m Calcutta. On the 3rd September the Commissioner of Police 
reported that numerous cases of petty theft had occurred in the town, and 
that it appeared that the culprits had been driven to steal by hunger. He 
also stated that children had been found wandering about the streets in 
search o± food, and in a state of complete destitution. At the 


Provincial Committee acted as 
local Belief Committee for Cal- 
cutta. 


same 


?l 'n )0nS| Superintendent of the Campbell Hospital, commonly 
S he ^ au P er hospital, represented that ’the wards of that institution, 

^“T nodata f f 5S t in T teS > seriousl 7 overcrowded in- 

consequence of the presence of numbers of persons so debilitated by insufficient 
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food and privation that they we unable to shake off the effects of disease, 
and were incapable either of earning their living or even of returning to their 
own homes. 

21. . Measures were promptly taken to deal with this emergency. The 
Corporation of Calcutta agreed to bear the cost of erecting two sheds in the com- 
pound of the hospital for the reception of the convalescents. The Committee 
contributed the cost of supplying these with filtered water and necessaries, and 
also provided cots, bedding, blankets, clothing, cooking utensils, and equipment 
for a population of 200 inmates. It also paid for the extra establishment 
required by the hospital for looking after these patients, and provided rations 
and medical comforts for a daily average of 200 persons. The Honorary 
Secretary visited the hospital on several .occasions, and also accompanied 
the Commissioner of Tolice to an encampment of up-country paupers in 
Harrison Road Most of the inmates -had come from a distance — A z imgarh, 
Mirzapur, Jubbulpur, and Monghyr — in the vain search for employment, and 
had broken down through disease and hunger. Many of the women were 
accompanied by children, and all were in a pitiable state of destitution. To 
meet cases of distress found in the streets, a number of printed tickets were 
issued through the Commissior er of Police to officers in charge of stations, 
each of which entitled the holder to receive one or more meals provided by 
selected native hotel-keepers in different parts of the town. Up to date 
meals have been given to 1,183 persons in all, at a cost to the Fund of 
Rs. 151-5-6. Finally, a sum of Rs. 3,000 has been made over to the Commis- 
sioner of Police to enable him to forward to their homes, many of which 
were situated a long distance from Ciloutta, those who were unable to get 
there without help, and generally to deal with cases not fully covered by the 
airangements indicated above. The total expenditure to date has been as 
follows: — 

Cost. 


Campbell Hospital— 

Diet, rations, and medical comforts 

Establishment 

Equipment, &o'. 

Construction of sheds 
Ditto of latrino 
Platform for the latrines ... 
Miscellaneous ... ... 


Rs. A. r. Rs. A. p. 


4,575 0 0 
738 8 0 
5,920 9 0 
297 12 6 
1,110 0 0 
12L 6 3 
52 2 0 


Total 


12,815 6 3 


Through the Commissioner of Police— 

Meals given to paupers by tickets ... 

For dieting, &c., of sick paupers and sending them 
home - • •• *•« "• ••• 


151 5 6 
3,000 0 0 


Total 


3,15 L 5 6 


Gband Total 


15,966 11 9 


22. The Provincial Committee met in all eleven times. After issuing 

their circular of instructions already referred to, 
Proceedings of the Provincial fi r gt; care was to call for estimates from the 

Committee. affected districts. The compilation of these and 

the preparation of a provincial estimate were a task of much difficulty, as tho 
local Relief Committees had insufficient data to__ work on, and it was also 
uncertain what funds would eventually he' available. It was decided, after 
careful consideration, to estimate the possible requirements of lhe_ Province at 
lis. 30 48 000, and an estimate showing the details of this calculation was sub- 
mitted on the 6th March. It is believed that this was the first detailed 
estimate to reach the Central Committee. 
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9 o 0n receiDt of an allotment of funds, the Committee proceeded to 
2 ^' ^ make grants to the local Relief Committees. , lhe 

Distribution of funds. fl rs t provisional grants had been made on the 8th 

February, and included the following : 


Es. 


Champaran 

Saran 

Muzatfarpur 

Darblianga 

Itajsliabi 

Nadia 


15,000 
... 15,000 

15,000 

5,000 

5.000 

2.000 


Total ... 57,000 


At first allotments were made to the District Officers direct; but it was 
soon found desirable to tako advantage of the superior knowledge and 
experience of the Divisional Commissioners, and from the 30th April all 
grants were made to those officers, with discretion to apportion them to the 
affected districts as required. The Committee desire to acknowledge the care 
and judgment with which the distribution was made by the Commissioners, 
to whose prudence and discrimination the economy which has marked the 
administration of the Fund in Bengal is largely due. . ... 

The net assignments eventually made from time to time to each Division, 
after deducting refunds and adjustments, were as follows : — 

Es. 


Burdwan. Division 
Presidency „ 
Eajshahi „ 

Dacca „ 

Chittagong „ 
Patna „ 

Bhagalpur „ 
Orissa „ 

Chota Nagpur „ 


Total 


28,800 

1.40.000 
45,500 
18,000 
18,500* 

1 1,44,000 

83.000 

39.000 

1.36.000 


16,52,800 


24. The examination of the monthly accounts submitted by each district, 

and the preparation of the provincial monthly 
a d rcturn 3 nd 5r0Tmcial accounts accounts and returns for submission to the Central 
ana. u . tiu... Committee, devolved upon the Honorary Secretary, 

Mr. E. N. Baker. This was a work of considerable difficulty and labour, partly 
because the district accounts had to b8 compiled from figures supplied by 
disbursing agents, many of whom were non-officials, who were not accustomed 
to prepare returns, and who in many cases did not realize the importance of 
punctuality. Moreover, the principal return, Form B, eventually prescribed by 
the Central Committee, involved a very large amount of detail, and was 
beyond the power of an untrained staff to prepare. A further difficulty arose 
from the fact that the relief given was partly in the form of single payments, 
as where clothing or a grant of money for the purchase of seed and cattle 
was made, and partly in the form of recurring payments, as where a weekly 
or monthly dole was given for subsistence. These doles were given for different 
periods to different persons, as occasion required, and it was no easy matter to 
exhibit them in a form which should be entirely free from the risk of misleading. 
No special foims of registers had been prescribed in the first instance for 
recording either expenditure or details of persons lelieved, and when returns 
were called for, it was found that there was no uniformity in the records 
preserved by local Committees, many of whom had kept imperfect accounts of 
their operations. 

25. Eventually, in July 1897, the Central Committee arranged with the 

. Local Government for the appointment of a travel- 

er 111118 Exammer of Ao ' ling Examiner to go round and inspect the accounts 

kept by the district relief agencies. This office was 
held by Babu Suresh Chandra ’ Chattel ji, Deputy Collector, who discharged 
his duties in a very effi cient manner. • He took over chaige on the 3rd August, 

. Including Its. 10,000 out of Us. 50, OCO remit t ctl to Chittagong on account of the cyclone. 
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and witliin three months visited all the severely distressed districts (except Puri) 
and several others, recording full and useful notes on all the accounts and 
returns kept by the local Committees, J3is diaries contain much valuable 
information and. many useful suggestions, which Bkould prove of service in 
organizing charitable relief on a future occasion. He also rendered much 
assistance to the Committees whose districts he visited in preparing Form JB. 

It would have been an advantage if such an officer had been placed at the 
disposal of the Provincial Committee at the outset of the operations. 

26. Another duty undertaken by the Provincial Committee was the 

_ , . receipt and distribution on behalf of the Central 

£romabro n ad? n inffreceiyed Committee of the clothing and other gifts in 

kind which were sent out by charitable per- 
sons in England, America, and elsewhere in aid of famine relief. In all 
98 bales and packages of clothes, blankets, and unmade matei'ials were 
received, of -which 17 were despatched by Mrs. Jeannette Hauser, of 
-Chicago, U. S. A. These were received and stored in the office of the Provin- 
cial Committee, and were distributed to different parts of India, in accordance 
with indents and applications. The greater part was sent to the North- 
Western Provinces and Central Provinces, but the Punjab, Bombay, Madras, 
and many Native States in Rajputana and Central India received a share. 
Only two bales were sent to Bengal districts, most of which made their own 
arrangements for clothing either by purchase or by giving out the spinning 
of thread and weaving of cloth as a form of relief. 

27. A full statement of the accounts of the Provincial Committee and 

Ucccipts and expenditure. of Distr j ct Committees in Bengal and of the 

numbers relieved m each class will be found in. 
Appendix D of this report. The following is a brief summary of their 
principal features. 

28. The total net receipts,* after deducting a sum of Bs. 2,75,000 refunded 
to the Central Committee, were Bs. 22,02,804. Of this amount, Bs. 22,979 
represented the balance of the late Bengal Distress Belief Fund, which was 
made over to the Committee by the Trustees of that Fund. Kupees 15,18,750 
were the net grant made to Bengal by the Central Committee ; Bs. 70,959 
represented subscriptions received by the Central Committee, and stated by 
the donors to ho intended specially for Bengal. Bupees 1,38,900 were subscrip* 
tions received direct the Provincial Committee, or by District Committees 
for the Province generally ; and Bs. 3,31,237 were collected by the various Dis- 
trict Committees, each for its own use. Besides .the above, the Provincial 
Committee collected Bs. 28,888 for India and Bs. 2,088 for other provinces, 
and remitted these sums to the Committees concerned. The remainder of 
the net receipts were of a miscellaneous description, and were chiefly made 
up of the sale-proceeds of work given out as a form of relief, such as rice 
obtained from paddy huskers, thread from cotton spinners, cloth from weavers, 
rope and twine from jute workers, and the like. 

29. Among the contributions received by the Provincial Committee, a 
prominent place must be accorded to' the very handsome sum of Bs. 20,000, 
the proceeds of a Fancy Fair organized by Lady Mackenzie, and held in tlxe 
grounds of Belvedere on the 26th and 27th of February 1897. The grateful 
thanks of the Committee were conveyed to Lady Mackenzie and the ladies and 
gentlemen to whose generous efforts this welcome contribution to their funds 
was due. 

30. The Sobhabazar Benevolent Society subscribed Bs. 3,05 0 through their 
President, Baja Binoy Krishna ; Bs. 1,219 was collected by Mr. W. D. Cruick- 
shank, of the Bank of Bengal; and Bs. 1,197 by Mr. C. H. Wilkie, of Giyaham 
and Company. The Principal, Presidency College, raised a sum of Bs. 1,710-14 
among the Professors, lecturers, and students of the College and the Hindu and 
Hare Schools. Among other individual subscriptions of Bs, 1,000 and upwards 
were the following: — Baja Pramada Nath Bai, of Digbapatia, Bs. 5,000; Baja 
Janaki Ballab Sen Bs. 5,000; His Highness the Raja of Hill Tippera Bs. 5,000, 
in addition Bs. 14,000 subscribed for India generally; Ganpat Singh and 
Narpat Singh Rs. 4,000; the Baja of Mahurbhanj Bs. 4,000; Messrs. Pran 

* The figures are generally up to the 31st October 1897. A fen- districts have given later figures, 
which have been incorporated. The final accounts from the 1st November to the closing of the 1’und 
will ho published hereafter. 
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3,000 : Mr. W. Haling Grant Rs. 3,000; Babus 



Mukerii, c.s.i., Messrs. Robinson, Morrison and Company, Thakurai Gobmd 

Prasad Singh, of Banka, the Maharaja of # Gidhour, 
»Not including its. io.oio sub- jf awa |j Abdus Snbhau Ali Chowdhry, the Baja of 
scribed for the Mon.bvr ^strict. Gangpu ^ Mahara j a Girjauath Bai, and Babu Nando 

Lai Gossain, Bs. 1,000 each. ... 

11 Educational offerings, ” being the result of voluntary subscriptions raised 
among the boys of schools of all gtades in Bengal at tho suggestion of 
Dr. C. A. Martin, Director of Public Instruction, amounted to Bs. 1,238. 

One donation, which does not figure in the accounts, was the gift of 200 
maunds of ballam rice, presented by Mr. R. Zeigler of Baekerganj. This was 
divided equally between the districts of Nadia and Khulna. 

31. In Appendix E is shown the sum collected in each district of the 

Province, whether for its own use, for Bengal, or 


Beeeipts by 
tees. 


District Commit- 


for India generally. The districts which collected 
over Bs. 20,000 each were — Mongliyr Bs. 34,207, 
Cuttack Bs. 28,164, Murshidabad Bs. 27,081, Bhagalpur Bs. 26,661, and 
Mymensingh Bs. 21,181, while Dinajpur, Gaya, and the Sonthal Parganas 
were not far behind. The individual subscriptions of largest amount for local 
expenditure were given by Maharaja Harballab Narain Singh, c.i.k, of Sonbursa, 
Bs. 10,000 for Bhagalpur ; Maharaja Sir Ravaneshwar Prasad Singh Bahadur, 
K.C.I.E., of Gidhour, Bs. 10,000 for Mongbyr; Raja Bam Narain Singh Bahadur, 
and Bai Camalesliwari Prasad Singli Bahadur, Bs. 5,000 each for Mongliyr, 
and Mr. J. Hennessey, Rs. 5,000 for Malda. Subscriptions of from Bs. 1,000 
to Bs. 5,000, and of smaller amounts were so many that it is impossible to 
enmuerate them in this report. All have been acknowledged from time to 
time in the subscription lists published in the press. 

32. The total expenditure to tho end of October has amounted to 

Bs. 19,46,480. The total number of persons re- 
Expendituro. H eve d was 720,086. Of. these, 270,878 received 

assistance from the Fund to supplement or take the place of the subsistence 
ration given by the State. Eight thousand two hundred and two orphans and 
deserted children were supported. Belief in the form of work, clothing, and 
doles in money or grain was given to 194,678 persons among the respectable 
poor, including jjurdaua-shin women; and 246,328 persons received grants for 
the purchase of seed and cattle, and to give them a fresh start in life after 
the crisis was over. The administration of tho Fund has been conducted 
uniformly by honorary and unpaid agency, the only charges being some small 
payments for clerical assistance, stationery and contingencies. The total 
expenditure on this account has been Bs. 26,883, which represents a-percentage 
of I -2 on the net income of the Fund and of 1*4 on its expenditure. The 
Committee are confident that the conspicuous economy which these figures 
disclose canuot fail to be gratifying to the generous donors of tho Fund. 

33. The following sections of the. Report give a brief account o-f the 

operations under each of the four heads or objects for which the Fund was 
established. " ■ 

Object I. 

34. The first of these four objects was defined to be the supplementing 

Definition extended. the ' s ^sistence ration, which alone is provided 

xrom public funds. In practice, however, it was 
speedily found necessary to widen this definition. Interpreted strictly,, it 
implies that no relief should be granted from the Fund (under this head) except 
to persons who are already in receipt of relief from the State. But except 
in the fifteen districts, which were officially notified as being affected, no 
relief works were opened by Government, aud little or no gratuitous relief 
was given from public funds. It was, however, quite impossible to confine 
charitable reHef to those districts. As already explained, every district in 
the province was affected by the high range of prices, and almost every 
district contained areas where the crops had failed in whole or in part, 
and where “ distress which just falls short of absolute destitution” prevailed 
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In districts of tliis class — of •which, it is understood, examples were found 
in every province in India— there was ample and legitimate scope for the 
operations^ of the Fund. Moreover, in districts which are intersected by tbe 
Grand Trunk Road or -other main arteries of traffic, destitute persona from 
distant parts were constantly found wandering along the high roads in search 
°f. employment or food. It was necessary to make provision for these, and 
tliis was usually done at the expense of the Fund, by establishing kitchens and 
poor-houses. 


In the Gaya district, which was in itself almost wholly free from 

, „ famine, kitchens had to be opened for the relief of 

Itehef of destitute travellers. Werers at AuraTlgabad) kadanpur, Dobi and 

Barachatti, where on an average 330 persons were fed per diem, from first to 
last. At another kitchen in the town of Gaya 630 persons were fed per diem. 
Mr. Savage, the Collector, makes the following remarks on this subject: — 


“ The Grand Trunk Road, which runs through a thinly populated part of the district, 
will always bo tho place whero the first signs of want will show themselves if there be scarcity 
in tho North-West Provinces. The tale told by tho travellers is always much the same. 
They look on Bongal in geuoral, and on Calcutta in particular, as the laud of plenty, and as 
soon as they fed the pinoh of want at home, they sell all they have and start for the promised 
laud, too often to meet death on tho long and dreary march, or to find that even Calcutta can 
bo stony-hearted, and to rolraco their steps to die at their homes. ” 

35. Similarly in Burdwan, which was not severely affected, it was 
necessary to establish a kitchen and temporary hospital at Budbud, on the 
Grand Trunk Road, which remained open for 170 days, and relieved the large 
number of 26,430 persons, or an average of 155 per diem, the average cost 
being about 9 pies a bead. 

36. In Mongliyr a traveller’s rest-house on a largo scale was established 
under the personal charge of the Subordinate Judge, Babu Karunamoy 
Banc-rjee. This institution was very successfully managed, and relieved 1 0,33 1 
persons in five months. The following interesting account of the institution 
has been submitted by tlic Subordinate Judge, to whom the Committee's 
acknowledgments are due : — 


“The rest-houso was formally opened on 1st April 1897, and romained in full working 
till 4tli September 1S97. 

“On tho first day no traveller camo, ns tho opening of tho rest-houso had not been 
sufficiently known to travellers outside tho district. I had therefore to depute peons to the 
railway-station, tho steamer-ghat, and tho Patna Road junction to inform passengers and 
travellers of tho opening of a rost-houso hero and to guide them to it. 

“On the 2nd April, a solitary traveller, named Jngesur Singh, came from Chopra, and 
tho number increased to 13 on tho following day, when l man from Gorakhpur, 1 from 
Basti, 1 from Benares, 2 from Jaunpur, 2 from Allnlmbad, total 7 from the North-Western 
Provinces, and 1 from Patna, 2 from Arrah and 3 from Muzalfarpur, total 6 from 
Bibar— 13 in all — entered tbo rest-house. 

“The procedure observed by mo was ns follows: — 

“The open space in front of my house was selooted as the place whero the travellers were 
to assemblo morning and evoning. Every traveller was given a ticket under my signature 
bearing a consoculivo number and his namo and residence, and nil those particulars wore also 
entered in a register kept for tho purpose. As soon ns tho names and residence of one bntoh 
wero registered and they wero givon tickets, they wero asked what food they would take, and 
then a memorandum stating the quantity of rice and clnl or chur* and gurh, or sitlu and gurh 
to bo supplied, was given to the modi, who used to deliver tho same to the peons in duty, and 
tho travellers wero directod to repair to tho rest-liouse, whore they had tho food of their own 
choice. 

‘"Tho food was givon on tho following scale : — 

For an adult — 


Rico 
Dal 
Potato 
or — 
Chura 
Gurh 
Dahi 




pnwa. 

£ » 
i » 


i seer, 
i pawn. 


or — 
Sattu 
Gurh 


k „ 
i 


For a child — 

“ Half tho above. 

“ For those who used to take cooked ford, oil salt and fuel, &c., were also allowed in 
proportion. 
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“Tho travellers were allowed two meals only, except in cases of illness, or long starvation, 
when they were allowed to remain for days together till they were able to move. Sick 
travellers used to be sent to the hospital for treatment. . . ' " 

“Indigent travellers, who were found quite naked, were given a few yards of cloth from 


1 “To maintain proper oheok on the subordinates, the travellers of the morning were again 
directed to attend me in the evening, so that I might personalty ascertain the total number to 
be fed in the night and send order to the modi accordingly. . 

“I had to do this work twice in the day as a rule, once m the morning before Court and 
once in the evening on my return from Court; but whenever a fresh batoli camo either in tho 
evening or at night, I had to do the work again, so that hungry and starving people might 
not ho kopt long without food. I used to inspect the rest-house once daily, and whenever 
there was any row or complaint, I used to go there at once for immediate enquiry and order. 
For suoh purposes, I had to go thore sometimes even at 11 or 12 p.m. and later. 

“ The establishment consisted of one cook, one servant and one sweeper, and ovory atten- 


tion was paid to sanitation. 

“ To maintain order and to take the travellers to the rest-house and to escort tho supply 
from the modi’s shop to the rest-house, I used to depute two peons morning and evening 
from the Civil Court staff, so that there might not be extra expenditure of tbo Famine Fund 
for these purposes, and to prevent collusion between the modi and peons, two new peons 
were used to be told off for each day. 

“ The modi used to submit his bills every fortnight accompanied by the memoranda or 
vouchers he had received from me for each day’s supply. The bills wore then compared with 
the vouchers and signed by me, and tho vouchers destroyed by mo personally. 

“The quality of food supplied by the modi was from time to time tested by me in 
person, and its price regulated according to the market price for the time being. As the 
modi had to supply everything I required for the relief-houso and did not get onsh pay- 
ments, he was allowed a small commission at l£ anna on the rupee on tho markot prices of 
the articles supplied by him. 

“ The religious prejudices of tho travellers were strictly observed, and this was the ohiof 
reason why cooked food was not insisted on in every ease. In courso of time tho rest-house 
relief became so popular that people outside the distriot and outsido tho town used to call it 
“ the Sadabart’' after the religious and charitable relief wkiuh used to be given to travellers 
by tbe ancient Hindu kings of tbo country. 

“ Tbe following statement will show the number of travellers, male and female, relieved 
every month, the monthly cost, the number relieved, the number coming from the Province 
under tho Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal and those coming from tho North-Western 
Provinces being shown separately : — 


Name op month. 

jSuBMER OB TBAYELLEH8 
BELIEVED IN BACH HONTH. 

Total 
number of 
travellers 
in each 
mouth. 

Travellers 
of North- 
Western 
Provin- 
ces. 

Travel- 
lers of 
Bengal. 

Total 

amount 

paid. 

GnAND 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Child- 

ren. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

April 1897 ... 

May „ ... 

<7 line „ ... 

July 

August „ ... 

September (i897) 
up to 4lh. 

live months and 
four days. 

867 

691 

1,214 

2,470 

3,066 

320 

66 

309 

192 

442 

446 

44 

72 

77 

710 

815 

336 

16 

494 

877 

3,516 

3,227 

8,838 

379 

' 

231 

692 

895 

1,374 

1,286 

105 

263 
285 
621 
1,853 
2 , 652 
274 

Es. A. p. 
135 34 0 
269 O O 
380 1 9 
837 7 0 
1,073 3 3 
101 14 3 

Es. A. P. . 

8,108 

3,298 

926 

10,331 

4,483 

6,843 

2,797 8 9 

2,797 8 9 


. , thanks are due to the Secretary, Babu Shivanandan Prosad Singb, for tbe prompt 
assistance rendered by him whenever I stood in need of it. The Famine Clerk, Asgar All 
Beg, and my Civil Court staff also rendered me help.” 

„ , S J’ In Jcssore, where much distress prevailed, though the district was not 

f C Sn d n C ared „ to be agected > and n6 State relief works were opened, over 
Its. 22,000 was ‘‘expended m doles to paupers who would ordinarily have 

° n tbe . h f. of Government relief. 55 The number relieved in this way was 

■ inSW 1UC UdlQg ? l0S ? Y h ° we , re incapable of work owing to old age and 

occuna SSn"S men i7 h f bad no p relatloas support them, and whose ordinary 
occupation of paddy-husking, &c., had temporarily failed, and the like. 

spent in Sn* SS? 8 TT f ve '\ to destitute persons. Its. 1,010 was 
P gmn 0 additional food and comiorts to 3,064 inmates of Government 
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poor-houses, and Es. 1,755 in maintaining 1,252 persons in poor-houses 
supported wholly by the Fund, and Es. 1,580 in providing for 3,945 starving 
wanderers. Half a case of Mellin’s Food was sent to the belief Committee 
of this district from the contribution generously given by the proprietors and 
tvas employed in feeding 100 children. ’ 

38. In Faridpur, which, like the neighbouring district of Jessore, narrow- 
ly escaped falling within the famine zone, and where there was much local 
distress, especially in the Goalundo subdivision, money doles were given 
to (3,172 destitute persons of the lower castes at a cost of Es. 8,913. Charitable 
relief was very economically managed in this district by the local Com- 
mittee, and in some cases the Collector, Mr. Temple, after personal enquiry had 
to direct that it should be given more freely. 

39. J In the Patna Division the expenditure under Object I was inconsi- 
derable in the districts of Patna and Siiahabau. In Gaya, where it amounted 
to Es. 7,7.86, it was incurred almost entirely in giving relief to wanderers 
in poor-houses and kitchens, as explained in paragraph 34 of this report. 
In Saran, Es. 5,624 was spent on clothing, which was distributed among 
persons on the Government relief works and the respectable poor; and a small 
sum was also spent on port wine and brandy, which were given under the 
orders of the Civil Surgeon in cases of extreme exhaustion admitted to the 
poor-houses. It is said that there were many such cases. 

40. In the three remaining districts of the Patna Division, the expendi- 
ture under Object I was on a much larger scale, being Es. 29,368 in Cham- 
paran, Es, 27,265 in Muzaffarpur, and Es. 33,138 in Darbhanga. The follow- 
ing extract from the full and interesting report by Mr. Duncan Macpherson, 
c.i.e., Collector of Charnparau, gives a good idea of the way in which tho 
money was utilized in all these districts : — 


“The relief afforded under Object I (provision of comforts to those in receipt of 
t. , ., ... . r subsistence rations from Government) has been under four 

jpcn i uro on jtc . heads— (a) supply of clothes and blankets to persons in 

recoipt-of Government reliof (Es. 23,908-11-1), (b) maintenance of a charitable kitchen bofoie 
a Government poor-house was opened (Rs. 2,276-0-8), (c) supply of comforts to inmates of 
Government poor-houses (Rs. 2,025),- and (d) miscellaneous relief of a similar nature 
(Rs. 1,098-10-3). Under the first of these heads (a), the expenditure hasbeeu Rs.23, 968-11-1, 
and this was spent in providing 3,323 men, 8,287 women, and 1,606 children, in all 13,210 
persons, with blankets or clothing, or both. All these persons wore in recsipt of gratuitous 
relief from Government either in poor-houses or kitchens or in their villages, and all of them, 
except a number of tho poor-house inmates, were given this when the Government relief 
was closing and tho odd season approaching. Every man received four-yards of plain cloth, 
every woman six nnd-a-half yards, and every child three yards. It was not found possible to 
give blankets also to all these. A sufficient quantity could not he obtained locally, and what 
had to he got from up-country did not arrive before many of them had dispersed. The delay 
was due to a hesitation on the part of the District Committee to embark on the expenditure 
until the prospects of the rioe crop, which was in a critical state until the beginning of Sep- 
tember in the most distressed part of the district, were assured and until it knew that its funds 
would he sufficient. Blankets were, however, given in all to 2,835 men, 5,328 women and 
1,430 ohildren, in all 9,593 individuals, the children, however, receiving only half a blanket 
each. The oost of olotliing and blankets together average Re. 1-13 per head. Only an in 
significant quantity of oloth was purchased from weavers, namely, Rs. 60 worth, but it has 
been mentioned in an earlier part ol this report that there aro very few regular weavers in 
this distriot. From petty local dealers Rs. 1,754 worth was obtained. The rest of the cloth 
had to he obtained from Calcutta, as only a limited quantity of a width suitable for native 
clothing. could he got in the Gawnpore Mills. Blankets to the value of Rs. 12,207 wore 
- specially obtained through a local dealer from Agra, Hatras and other places in the North- 
West Provinces.” 


41. In Darbhanga tbe money under this head was chiefly spent on 
clothing and blankets, and in maintaining kitchens. Much attention was paid 
in this district to the tending and feeding of the children, who would have 
suffered acutely but for the kindly care of the Collector and his fellow- 
workers on the Eelief Committee. The following extracts from Mr. Oarlyle’,a 
graphic report are full of interest 

“ This Fund, as already stated, assisted the Government in the working of the poor-houses, 
especially in Xhajouli, whore there was a large and popular poor-house. People visiting 
Khajouli were shown the poor-house as one of the sights of tho village. They always. re- 
marked how stout the inmates were, and though in many places the natives refused to go to 
the ghoribkhana, beoause Ihoy thought it was too like a jail, this institution -was most popular 
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witlx those who were reduced low enough to aecopfc reliof in a poor-houso. The figures 

ian l «Tn Bohera extras < wero^ atforded to the poor-house inmates, with the result that numbers 
of women and children from the country round came in. In the poor-houses Hollins Food 
uood results. A poor-house Superintendent wrote I havo found that the 
infant childrenare in a very had condition; thoy cannot suck tho mother a body, as no mill: is 
ora curable from, on account of starvation. They are now getting food by gratuitous rehef. 
Still it will take somo time to recoup thoir health. Wo cannot^ supply tho milk to tlieso 
children to nourish them properly. If thoy aro supplied with Mollin a hood, it would holp 
them muoh, and the poor ohildren will havo tho propor nourishment. Hie preparation of this 
food is very simple, that is, to mix them up iu boiled water. I havo onquired in tho. locality 
that thoy would not object to uso tho same, as they will got gnat benefit to nourish thoir 
children.” Mefiin’s Food was supplied ns requested, and was genorally.used. 

“ One other fact, illustrative of tho poor people forsaking thoir anoient customs, may ho 
oited. In Khajouli poor-houso tho water was both boiled and filterod ; tlio filter was tlio 
simple charcoal-and sand contrivance. Tho people quickly took to it, and admitted that it 
was better than tho water thoy had been used to. This was not in a city, hut a villago whero 
nothing of this kind had been previously attempted, and tho success of this sehemo is probably 
due to^the fact of tho filteriug agouts being substances that wore used by or known to every 
one and used as suoh agents in many public institutions. 

“ The ration authorized by tlio Fnmino Codo was not enough to induco any to go but 
those who were actually starving. Tho additions supplied by tho Fund brought a certain 
number of peoplo who had no homo, and found their weekly dolo barely sufficient to keep 
body and soul together. 

“In Warisnagar tliero woro 4 kitchens, at which 2,400 children woro fed daily. Tho 
kitohen at Muktapur had a thousand of these urchins coming every morning for thoir. meal. 
The Charge Superintendent lioro bad everything arranged as itgularly as a striot discipli- 
narian in a public school could wish. Tho ebiblron camo in from a distance of over two or 
three miles in many cases, each with bis or hor ticket and dish, a girl of 12 often carrying a 
little brother or sister that could not walk, and many anxious mothois coming to sco their 
ohildren fed. 

“ The mitos were arranged in rows of 100 each, and sat down waiting for thoir breakfast, 
though every ono of tho 100 tongues that could wag did so. At 10 o’clock tlio men nppenred 
with tho largo trenchers full of rice and filled up tlio dishes, hut tho children woro not 
allowed to begin till all had beon served, or some would creop round from tho front to tho 
roar to get a little moro liko Dickens’ lioro. It seomod hard to keep them waiting ; at first it 
could not ho done, hut after a few days thoy beenmo quito obediout. It was very hard to 
keep tho tiniest from eating, especially on treaolo days, for tho treaclo mixed with 
rico formed a bait tho baby fingers could not ho kopt away from. On tho command to 
Commence there was a dead sileuco, and every child was hard at work. 

“These children towards tho closo of tho famiuo woro mostly in good condition.” 

42. In Monghyr a poor-houso and kitchen wero maintained from May 
to October under the personal charge of Babu Sivanandau Prosad Singh, 
Honorary Secretary of tlio District Relief Committee, and relieved from 150 
to 200 persons daily. This was in addition to the travellers’ rest-house de- 
scribed in paragraph 36. In Bhagalpuv expenditure under Object I was not 
kept clearly distinct from that under Object III, and it must be admitted that 
in practice it is frequently difficult to draw tho lino clearly between tho two 
classes. In the Madhipura subdivision tho fund was used to supplement the 
Government dole, and. to give. relief to those who, though destitute, ‘‘could 
not he included in the list of recipients of Government gratuitous relief, owing 
to restrictions having been imposed by Chapter V of the Famino Code.” 
I he largest number of persons relieved per diem is said to have been 12,400 
u Uri nn nln ei ^ n S the 5th Juno, and the total amount spent was 

Ks..o0,959. In the Sontlml Parganas a sum of Rs. 21,380 was spent under 
U ject 1, mainly m the Deogliur and Jamtara subdivisions, hut tho informa- 

I'Z- SU f PP !- ed it is not very full. The main feature of tho 

administration of the fund ‘ 

private agencies. There are 

Tbi l h w f en p leme ? rendered ™ 1U ww uminnurioii 0 t relief. 

Commissioner, Mr. Carstairs, draws attention to the importation 
of American gram (the gift of the Ameiican people, and sent out in the 
S.S. City of Everett at tho cost of tho Government of the United Statesl hv 
missionary gentiemen, “ which went a great way to save the lives of manv 

5 43 S : “n re»° PP - reCi ^ • 7 * os ? to who - m il wa3 distributed.” 


mam mature 

was that it was left largely in the hands of 
numerous missionaries working in this district, 
service in tho distribution of relief. 


valuable 


Nagpur Division kitchens and poor-houses were main- 


they wer e H very ^sim c e ssf nh ° ’ . an . d f Sin S ll 1 bllu ^- In the first-named district 
/ Tory successfully administered by Babu Adhar Kali Mukerji and 
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Maulvi Waliiduddin, and relieved 1,558 persons from first to last. In Loliar- 
daga, where the kitchens numbered 22 in all, the largest were at Ranchi, Chutia, 
and Lohardaga. The first named was attended by numbers of children, and 
at one time apprehension was felt that persons with no claim to charitable 
relief were taking advantage of it, but steps wero taken to prevent this. In 
Palamau, where the administration of the Fund was carefully supervised by 
the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Renny, clothing, blankets, and jhulas were 
distributed to the poor on Government relief, and also to the respectable poor, 
but distinct accounts were not kept. Provision was also made for the reception 
of diseased paupers in the local hospital at the cost of the Fund. These 
were kept entirely separate from the ordinary patients, and on recovery wero 
sent on to the relief works. 


Object II. 

44. The support of orphans has absorbed only a very small part of the 

0 , Fund in Bengal. It is a striking feature of the famine 

1 of 1897, and evidence of the success which has 

attended the relief operations in this Province, that the mortality from all causes 
during the year has not risen in any appreciable degree above the normal rate. 
The number of deaths directly due to the famine was extremely small, while 
those indirectly due, so far as it is possible to classify them, were not numerous. 
The term “orphan,” however, has not been restricted to those children whose 
p merits actually succumbed to the famine. It has been regarded as including 
also those who had lost their parents previously, and had been supported by 
other relatives or their fellow-villagers, when the latter by reason of the 
pressure of the famine were no longer able or willing to maintain them. It 
also includes children who had been deserted by their parents, of whom there 
were a certain number. After the crisis was over many of these were again 
claimed by or restored to their former guaidians. 

45. The following remarks by the Commissioner of Patna illustrate 
some of the difficulties that were experienced in dealing with orphans: — 

“ The relief of orphans gave some trouble, since many children were at first put for- 
ward for relief who were either not orphans at all or had a parent living capable of main- 
taining them ; this was especially the case in Darbbanga, where, partly from ignornnoe and 
paitly with intent to deceive, large lists of orphans were prepared, which collapsed on enquiry, 
into these cases personal investigations were made by the Circle Officers and the members 
of Committee, and the original numbers were greatly reduced. The number of orphans who 
came on to our lists from the death of their parents during the present season was extremely 
small, hut such cases did occur when the parents, often from some distant place, died in 
our poor -houses and hospitals The vast majority of the orphans supported from the fund 
were poor children who had lost their parents before, and bad been maintained by friends 
and relations till the necessities 'of the time and the opportunity of outside support caused 
them to he temporarily discarded.” 

46. The total expenditure under this head to the end of October was 
Rs. 18,505, and the number of orphans shown in the returns as relieved was 
8,202. The latter figure, however, is misleading. A large part of it is due 
to the high numbers returned by three districts — Nadia (3,004), Muzaffarpur 
(2,021), and Darblianga (870). In the first-named district many of the reliev- 
ing agents returned all children as “ orphans,” and it was not possible subse- 
quently to recast the figures. The same mistake has occurred in some 
other districts, though to a less extent. The Collector of Darbbanga, 
Mr. R. W. Carlyle, c.i.e., has made the following remarks as regards that 
district : — 

“ Yery few orphans have been left on our hands at the close of the famine, as in most 
oases relations are left who are willing, now that the famine is over, to provide for thorn. 

“ A considerable amount of oonfusion was caused in the return Irom the fact that in 
some circles all children were -put down as orphans under a somewhat inexplicable mis- 
understanding of the term. In other cases the parents receiving relief happened to have 
thought it would be easier to have the ohildren provided for if they were brought up to the 
Famine Office as orphans. In one thana the Chairman, upon an orphan being brought to 
him, said it would he supported, and after the famine sent away to an orphauage. When 
this was announced the orphan turned round to the orowd, where the people were who had 
brought it, and oried for its mother and father, who at once came out and rescued it. This 
stopped further attempts to deceive this particular Chairman in this way. But other places 
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“furnished returns that needed a great deal of revision. Soveral circles returned all their 
children as orphans. One circle officer wont further and returned his widows as orphans, 
and many put down as such all who have lost either father or mother or woro without any 
visible means of support. In the former ease the Bahus seem to have looked up tho meaning 



one under tho ehargo of 


a German 
many more 


orpkaus, iuoluding 580 widows. 7 

“Tkore aro no orphanages in tho district except 
Missionary iu Darbknnga. Ho has had a fow admissions during tho j’ear, and . 
applications than ho could accept, but does not think tho number is any larger this your than 
the average. But tho only orphans which were actually supported by public funds were thoso 
in the poor-houses. Tlieso liavo been treated as tho remainder of tho children, and so no details 
can bo given of their lifo during that poriod. Near Bohora two children were found deserted 
and taken to tho orphanago. Ono died soon after, and its sis tor, which had been a weakly thing, 
was quite strong and lively, and at tho close was adopted by u fuwino officer. Many orphans 
were thus found and provided for boforo tho close of tho work. But the number thus given 
was small in comparison with tho total numbers under this head. In Ivliajouli only 5 orphnus 
had finally to be provided for, but tho number on tho list reaeked 115 at the end of August. 
Most of them were taken by their relatives. Tho Uhargo Superintendent affirmed that them 
were all ohildren who woro stated to have no fathor and mother. To actually check this would 
be a useless wasto of time. It is not a largo numbor iu a thuna containing population of 
300,000 people. 

“ Towards tho oloso of tho work they woro grodually disposed of. Iu Darbhanga a 
Muhammadau gentlomanadoptod a boy aged eightoeu months, who had beon in thepoor-houso 
for some time, but tbonurso of tho poor-house, a woman who hnd been admitted as an inmate, 
but was very useful in looking aftor tho youngest children and recoivod tho handsome salary 
of Rs. 3 a month for this, flatly refused to let the child go when tho order for its adoption 
came. Tho ohild too was much attached to tho numo. Tho Muhammadan gentleman solved 
the difficulty by taking tho woman into his soivico: tho othor orphans doelared their intention 
of going with tho nurso too, but thoy woro otkerwiso disposed of. Tiioro lias boon no lack of 
people wishing to adopt orphans. The Maharajah of Darbhanga kindly oifered to seo sotuo • 
provided for, and Doputy Magistrates, olerks, and duftries havo all sought theso children.” 

47. According to the constitution of tho Fund, it is contemplated not 

„ , . , , . merely to support tho orphans during tho famine, 

Ruturo nmntenanco of orphans. r , „f. A , *ir i\ c j. •• i 

1 but also to provide for the tuturo maintenance of 

those who are not eventually taken over by their natural guardians, or by 
charitable persons or institutions. In Bongal, however, there will be few calls 
on the Fund for this purpose. Tho true number of orphans was small, as 
already explained; and a large proportion of them have already been taken 
charge of either by private persons or by various missionary agencies. 
Instances of^theso aro given in the extract from Mr. Carlyle’s report already 
quoted. It is not expected that the number requiring to bo supported by the 
Fund will eventually exceed L20 in all. Tho balance in the hands of the 
Committee is sufficient to provide for theso until they reach an age to earn their 
own living. 

Object III. 

48. The grant of relief to the respectablo poor, tho ihadra lok as they aro 
Relief of tlio respectable poor. locally termed, and to purdcinishin women and their 

children, absorbed a larger part of tho funds 
allotted to Bengal than any other form of charitable relief. His Honour the 
Lieutenant-G overuor of Bengal in his speech at tho first and only meoting of 
the General Committee for the Province, on the 22nd January 1897, laid 
special stiess on this form of relief, tho need for which he considered more 
pressing, at least for the time being, than any other. The total amount 
expended under this head was Rs. 8,84,908, and the number of persons relieved 
U P to 31st October was 194,678. The chief forms of relief found 
suitable in Bengal for the respectable poor were— (a) gifts of clothing, which 
absorbed Rs. 14,841; (b) the provision of work in various forms, including 
paddy-husking, cotton-spmnmg, cloth-weaving, and the making of jute string : 
these absorbed Ks l, 62, 505; (c) doles of grain, Rs. 1,27,025; (d) doles in 
money, Rs. 5,18,770 ;_ and (e) cheap gram shops, Rs. 7,733. Besides these, 
Rs 54To e 30 e . Van ° U8 misCellaneous forms of relief, of local operation, which cost 
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49. The chiof expenditure on clothing was incurred in Champaran and 

Clothing. Darbhanga, white smaller amounts were also expend- 

G( i in Nadia, Murshidabad, and Bhagalpur. The 
first-named Committee spent the considerable sum of Rs. 11,721 in providin'* 
clothing for 2,13 J men, 7,818 women, and 2,763 cliiidren— 12,712 persons in alf. 
Four yards of cloth were given to each man, Gi yards to each woman, and 3 
yards to each child. Blankets were not given to these persons. In Darbhano-a 
clothing was given to 2,477 persons, and in Nadia, Murshidabad, and Bhagal- 
pur to 1,203, 525, and 645 persons, respectively. Tho sexes of these have 
not been roported. 

50. .The instructions of tho Central Committeo direct that work given as 

w . 1 - 4 . r a ^ orm °i- vo ^ e ^ non-professional persons shall 

siomii person^ ° non - pro£o3 * be shown under Object III, while woik given to 

professional workers shall be entered under Ob- 
ject IY. It is doubtful whether this distinction rests on any sound basis: but 
evon if it be correct in theory, in practice it has been found to result in 
confusion and want of uniformity. An attempt has been made to preserve the 
distinction in the returns; but in tho present place it is preferable to deal 
with all relief given in the form of work, irrespective of the class of persons to 
whom it was given. 

51. Tho chiof forms of work resorted to by the Local Relief Committees 
were paddy-husking, the spinning 'of thread, the weaving of cotton cloth 
and silk, the twisting of julo string and rope, and of grass rope, and the 
grinding of corn flour. 

52. In Bunkura cotton thread was purchased by tho Committee and 
advanced to weavers, of whom 1 37 families received relief in this way. The 
weavers wore paid cash wages for their labour, and returned the woven cloth ; 
of the latter a largo part was distributed gratis, as a subsidiary form of relief 
to destitute women and children. Part of it was sold. 

53. In Murshidabad, whore much attention was paid to this matter by 
the Collector, Mr. Levinge, the relief of the spinners and weavers of coarse 
silk was a special featuro of the operations. Many other forms of work were 
also resorted to. The following extract from Mr. Levingo’s report is of 
interest : — 


“ Tho relief of spinners end weavers of coarse silk, referred to in tho preceding para- 
graph, is a special fenluro of tho Committee’s operations. These persons are among the 
poorest of the population of tho district, and even as early as November hist, tho possibility 
of great distress among them was specially brought to my notice. Tho coarse silks, called 
irntkas , are worn chielly in tho Mnharatta country, hut owing to tho provalence of the 
plague in tho Bombay Presidency, the matka - weaving industry suffered an almost total 
collapse. As these weavers are not cultivators, and have no other moans of livelihood, the 
distress among them was very great. Tho Committee gave continuous employment to 150 
families of weavers (consisting of about 700 persons), and through them, diiectly and indirect- 
ly, to 1,200 spinners. To Air, Mukhoijeo is due tho chiof credit of the success of these 
operations. Iio induced tho weavers to weave coarse silks in imitation of Assam silk, and 
these have been readily bought up both locally and in Calcutta The working of this 
branch of roliof has been particularly successful, tho total expenditure incurred ou imilca- 
epinning and weaving being Its. 11,423-13-9, and tho sale-proceeds of tho wovon silks 
amounting to Its. 10,149-0-0.” 

54. Iu Jessore and Khulna, paddy husking and jute-twisting provided 
work for 2,235 and 188 persons, respectively, most of whom were women. In 
the former district paddy-husking was not found wholly a success for this 
pul-pose. It is said that many of tho women had no dhenkies , and it was 
difficult to get them to combine two or three together to work them. Jute- 
twisting was more popular. In the neighbouring district of Nadia no attempt 
seems to have been made to require any kind of work in return for the relief 
granted. 

55. In Rajshahi and Pabna, paddy-husking was provided, on a large 
scale, and in the former district advances of cotton thread for weaving and jute 
for twisting wore also made. The system adopted was for the Committee to 
purchase paddy, which they advanced to the worker : the latter husked it, and 
returned a fixed proportion of rice to the Committee, retaining the balance as 
his remuneration. The rice thus returned was partly used for gratuitous relief 
either iu tho form of weekly doles, or as cooked food in the kitchens ; but the 
greater part of it was sold in cheap grain shops; of which there were nine, to 
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selected persons, all of whom were earning less than Bs. 30 per month, on • 
tickets authorizing them to receive from one seer to half-a-seer above the market 
rate The money available was thus used over and over again. The whole of 
the expenditure has been shown under the head of work supplied to non-pro- 
fessional persons, but much of it really falls under other heads 1 he total 
sum expended was Bs. 77,100, 3,098 persons were relieved. by paddy-husking 
and iute-twisting; 3,385 persons received gram doles for an average period of 
8 months : and 7 00 families received relief through the cheap gram shops. 

In Pabna the arrangements were similar, but on a less extensive scale, the 
total expenditure being Bs. 58,536. In theDussuria circle of tins distiict, where 
the distress was most acute, the arrangements for the distribution pf paddy 
and receipt of rice were in charge of Miss Arnold, a lady missionary, of whose 
services the Collector and the Local Committee speak in the highest teims. 

56. In the Patna Division, Darbhanga was the only district in which, the 
provision of work was seriously undertaken. The expenditure amounted to 
Bs. 2,307, and 3,659 persons received relief. In Warisnagar jackets made by 
pitrdanashin ladies were bought by the Fund. In the town of Madhubani, 
cotton worth 2 annas at a time was issued to each woman, who returned to the 
Committeo thread worth 2j annas, and received remuneration for her labour. 
The general system was to issue advances of cotton, or sabai grass, which 
were returned in the shape of thread or rope, the workers being paid in cash. 
Spinning-wheels had in some cases to be supplied to the women. Objections 
were at first raised by. the Brahmans to do any work, but they gave way when 
made to understand that without it they would receive no relief. 

57. In Hazaribagh an excellent system was introduced by tlie Deputy 
Commissioner, Mr. Herald. Each woman received 18 chitaks of cotton. At 
the end of a week she was expected to return one seer of thread, and 
would then receive 6 annas (subsequently reduced to 5 annas) as wages. 
Part of the thread was sold to the jail: but the greater part was advanced to 
weavers, who wove it into cloth, being paid at the rate of 4-i annas a seer for 
their work. This amount was considerably below the ordinary market rate 
of wages, thus avoiding all risk of competition with regular traders. The 
cloth thus obtained was partly distributed gratis to the destitute poor in poor- 
houses and on relief works, while a part was sold to persons just removed from 
destitution for the hare cost of the materials. The system afforded a three- 
fold measure of relief — to the women who spun the thread, to the weavers, 
and to those who received or bought the cloth. The arrangements reflect 
great credit on Mr. Herald and his fellow-workers. The Commissioner of 
Chota Nagpur has made the following remarks on the subject: — 


“ In February the Committee set on foot the very useful system of relief by cotton- 
spinning and weaving, already noticed in paragraph 24 of this report. At Gividih the 
Bev. Dr. Dyer of the Sonth'al Mission and Babus Joy Narain Sirkar, Kolyan Singh,' 
and Satis Chandra Son at the district head-quarters gave valuable aid. Operations continued, 
during the hot weather and rains until they were olosed in September, a daily average of 
over 1,400 women of all olasses (besides a few decrepit men) being employed during the whole 
of this time in spinning and some 700 other persons in weaving. Rupees 12,427 were spent 
in the purchase of raw materials and Bs. 13,044 in wages. Maunds 6464 of thread were 
received hack from the persons engaged in spinning, of which Bs. 1,006 worth was sold, the 
rest being given out to the weavers to make into cloth. Maunds 4941 of doth were received 
back from the latter, of which Bs. 6,157 worth is reported to have been sold, and Bs. 5,098 
worth distributed in free gifts to 5,209 indigent persons at the kitchens and elsewhere. It is 
not dear whether there is any balance of cloth in hand.” " 

58. Cotton-spinning was provided also in Lohardaga and Palamau, and 
to a certain extent in Hanbhum. In the first-named district it did not prove a 
success,- as the women were not accustomed to the work, and the sewing oijhulas 
was substituted. InManbhum also it was not successful, except in the Pokhuria 
circle, where arrangements were made bv the Bev. Mr. Campbell to provide each 
woman with a spinning-wheel and instruct her in its use. In Palamau in addi- 
tion to cotton-spinning, the grinding of sattu or corn flour was resorted to 
with great success. The following description of the system adopted is <nven 
by the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. R, H. Benny, to whose careful supervision 
the success of the operations was largely due 


“The work of chliaiu-grinding was conducted on the contract system Smel 
advances not exceeding Bs. 2 or Bs. 3 were given to the chliallu-grinders. With this they pur 
chased barley, gram, etc., which they pounded info c/tbatu, It was ascertained that about \ o 
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"the raw materials were turned into chhalu and i were in husk and refuse. It was found 
that ’Of the ehhatu^ so manufactured sold at a price sufficient' to cover the cost of the raw 
materials ; this being so that quantity was sold, and the remaining £ was granted as 
remuneration to the c/i/intu-gi inder . The earning of each chhntu-grinckr ranged from one to 
one and- a-half annas per diem. "Women alone were relieved by this means. On an average 
586 women were relieved daily for an average period of 91-27 days at a cost to the Committee 
of Es 305. This expenditure arose from the Committee electing not to realize advances 
made to women in extreme poverty. The balance of the outlay under this head lias all been 
recovered. It will be observed from the above brief nceount that this admirably-conceived 
method of relief was very noaily a self-supporting one.” 

* 59. The largest expenditure under Object III was incurred in giving 

Doles in grain and money. J oles in S 1 ™? 01 ' money to destitute persons of 

the respectable classes. There were only eight 
districts in which one or other of these forms of relief was not adopted, these 
being Jalpaiguri, Rangpur, llogra, and Purnea, and the four non-affected 
districts mentioned in paiagraph 2. In Midnapore, Pabna, and Chittagong 
grain doles only were given; in 17 districts money alone was given: and in the 
remainder both forms were employed. The largest expenditure was incurred 
in the following districts, all of which are among those most seriously 
affected:— 


Darbhanga 


Es. 

1,31,005 

Saran 


86,793 

Bhagalpur 


81,461 

Chainparan 


... 80,374 

Muzalfarpur 

«•« 

... 65,454 

Shatmbad 

<!• 

25,387 

Khulua 


17,895 


60. The numbers relieved in each district by doles of grain or money are 
shown in Appendix D. There is, however, a certain difficulty in dealing with 
these figures. Most forms of relief, such as gifts of clothing, grants for the 
purchase of seed or cattle, and meals to destitute travellers, consist each of a 
single payment: and no clement of time enters into them. This is not the case 
with that form of relief which consists in the maintenance, for a longer or 
shorter period, of persons who would otherwise starve. To use the words of 
the Commissioner of Patna — “Relief from the Charitable Fund has been of two 
kinds, vis., relief which was continuing, and that which has been given once fpr 
all: thousands have been fed day by day for months, while other thousands have 
received a gift out and out, and have passed off the stage ” In these cases, 
a correct idea of the extent aed value of the relief given cannot be obtained 
without taking into consideration the length of time during which each 
person was supported at the expense of the Fund. The instructions issued by 
the Central Committee enjoined that the number of separate individuals 
relieved, for whatever length of time, should be shown, irrespective of the 
length of time each was in receipt of relief, with the result that a traveller who 
might have received a single meal would appear side by side with a purdanis/iin 
lady, who might have been wholly suppoited by the Fund for six or seven 
months. To avoid so misleading a result, the Committee have endeavoured 
to show in their returns, under the head of persons, relieved by grain and 
money doles, the average monthly numbers relieved in each district. In all 
the districts chiefly affected, this has been done. In some others, however, 
the district returns do not admit of such a calculation: and to this extent the 
provincial totals must he regarded as only approximate. 

61. Each District Committee had to consider whether grain doles or 
money doles were best adapted to the circumstances. The advantages and 
disadvantages of each method "aie thus stated by Mr. Carlyle, Collector of 
Darbhanga : — 

Upon the first poiut most Committees decided in favour of cash payments. Iho 
reasons given were various ; in large tlianas, where there were many centres of relief, and 
but few European officers iu charge, the cash system was the simplest. _ , 

“ In "WarhnagQr, however, with four main centres, the distribution of rice was 
decided upon, as there were European gentlemen to supervise the work at each centre ; eaoli 
too had a kitchen, and by buying large quantities cf grain for both kitohens and gratuitous 
relief, much peculation was prevented. Where close supervision is possible, the distribution 
of grain is preferable, but it requires very carofui watching, as if the grain is bought in largo 



.... , , . , n nTcaq checked by Europeans direct without native subordinates, con- 

" quantities from “^t'ion will be embezzled in many cases. AVh«n the charge 

aderable sums 111 th ° s ¥ p t t c ’ nec j- by tiie Chairman or some members of th« Committee, 
was too .arge to allow 01 could be bought by the, Darbhanga seer weigh- 

coustant abuses were pmvn.eut. c°ujcl ^ ^ wag 


weigh- 
I. am 
A 


srauc u U 11303 iroro n 

aflxid 8 often. cTmideredbyle native subordinates too trilling to appear in the accounts, 
slunn and unscrupulous man could also always manipulate the native scales to weigh a seer 

less or more in twenty seers than there should have been. . 

“The distribution of money on the other hand, even it supervised as closely ns the 
distribution of rice, was open to the objection that the recipients upon going homo with then- 
weekly pittance were often robbed. A man who came to take the dole of a sick person or 
wrd'Llhin generally demanded one anna out of seven annas, and this could not he avoided, 
but often as not the poor soul who received the money direct, perhaps a blind old man or 
a-ed cripple, would he pounced upon by the chaukidnr or punch of the village, and one or 
two annas taken from him. A person walking hack with his dole of rice was not open to 
suoh danger. Tiie punch or chaukidar would take enough for his present wants, but he 
would not rob each of a dozen people of his village. . . , . , 

“At Madlmhani Town the Sub-Committee deoided that grain was preterablo to 
money as most of the people were in debt, and when a few native gentlemen were all of the 
same mind, it was plain that they foresaw how, if money was given, the creditors would 
obtain it by fair means or foul; they recognised that it was not one of the objects oi the 
Fund to drag people out of debt, but to help them in time of famine.” 

62. The arrangements made for selecting suitable cases, for bringing the 
dole to the hands of the recipient, and for ensuring that the relief granted 
from the Fund should not overlap that given by the State were substantially 
the same in all districts, though differing in minor points.. The following 
extracts from the report, of the Collector of Champaran exhibit the working of 
the system m a district in which the arrangements were very efficiently 
managed: — 

“ As almost all tlio geutlemen referred to were Honorary Circle officers in the chain 
.... of Government agencies, the relief administered by the 
Fund' e tiio < compicmont of that given by Fund and that given by Government was prevented from over- 
Governmeut. and measures adopted to lapping, and at the same time maintained olose touch with, 
prevent over appmg. each other. The objects to which the money granted by the 

Charitable Fund was to he devoted were dearly defined ; and as soon as the local'Committee3 
were in full working order, the Government relief officers abstained from taking on to their 
lists, or retaining on them, individuals and families of high caste and respectable status, and 
instructed the members of local Committees to relieve all of this class whom they had found 
deserving of it. The exclusion of such people from the Government lists prevented all over- 
lapping in the administration of relief. The Hindu castes that were considered primd facie 
deserving of relief from the Charitable Fund instead of being compelled to aocept it under 
Government arrangements wero respectable BrahmaDs, Babbaus, Rajputs, and Iiayastha, the 
female members of whose families almost always live in seclusion. In addition to these 
Muhammadans of good status and Hindus of other respectable castes, who occupied a position 
of consideration in their villages, were admitted to relief from the Fund if the purda system 
obtained in their families. In all cases, of course, the primary qualification was their 
destitute condiiion. It was not difficult to comply with this condition. It is an admirable 
trait in their character that the self-respect of Hindus of the castes referred to makes them 
extremely reluotant to accept public charity in any form. The difficulty indeed has been to 
induce them to accept relief rather than starve, and much tact had to he displayed in dispens- 
ing it. It was for this reason that every possible endeavour was made to enli.-t the aid of non- 
official gentlemen in administering this form of relief, and that the regular famine officers of 
Government were not at first associated with it in any way. The comparatively small number 
relieved under Object III of the Fund — 16,108 at the masimum period, or a daily average 
throughout of 7,003— -indicates that this form of charity was dispensed with careful discrim- 
ination, and test enquiries made in the villages by auditing officers appointed by the .Distriot 
Committees show that relief has been limited to eligible individuals. At the same time it 
would bo an unjustifiable inference from the paucity of the numbers to argue that relief was' 
not brought within the reach of every person in need of it. The vital statistics o'f the year 
show that, making full allowance for cholera having been much less than usual, the mortality 
of the wnole period during which famine has prevailed has not, been above the normal. The 
remarks I have made apply to relief granted under Object III. Precautions of a similar 
nature were taken which prevented orphans receiving relief simultaneously from Government 
and from the Fund. Comforts granted under Object I were given only in poor-houses and 
under the direction of the Government Medical Officers in charge of these. Donations under 
Objeot IY were all granted by Government Relief Officers, who prepared the lists of recipients 
simultaneously with those of persons who were to receive loans from Government for similar 
purposes, as will be explained more fully in discussing relief under that head in Part T 

A11 ^ relief given in this distriot from the Fund was purely grataiW From' 
aJSSttS 1°“ "»*■* of, I* .toted, I have aoW.Win ?£ 

that both ’svet. operations of tho Fund and of Government in no way overlapped and 
that both systems at the same time maintained close touch with each other. 0YeuappeU ’ ana 



273 


“ The main foim of tlie relief given to the respectable poor has been the grant of cash 
Money doles. doles to the families and individuals selected for it. Tho 

, amount thus expended was Es. 79,701-10-1, and with this 

an average of / ,003 persons were relieved every month at a cost of Re. 1-6-9 per mensem 
or 8 8 pies per diem For the most part the grants were made monthlv, hut one local Com- 
mittee gave them weekly and other two fortnightly. The arrangements under which this form 
of rehei was administered have been described alieady in paragraph 18 of this report. The 
District Committee instructed local Committees that a fair rate to go by would be to eivo up 
to Rs. 2-8 a month for an adult and Re. 1-4 for a child as a maximum, omitting from the 
calculation children, under 5, where there were several, and that in a large family an allowance 
of Re. 1-8 a head all round might suffice. The average rate, as has been stated, works out 
to lie. 1-0-9, so that the instructions issued must have been followed. I may mention that 
in the case of every Committee where relief under this head has not been given under the 
personal supervision of a European planter living in the midst of thoso who received it, inspect- 
ing auditors, specially appointed by the District Committee for the purpose, have tested the 
lists and amounts shown in the accounts as distributed, and m every case the accounts rendered 
were proved correct by the admission of the recipients. In the ease of one local Committee, 
however, many of the recipients at first acknowledged a sum less than what was in the 
accounts; hut it was found that they had misunderstood a notice that had been issued 
shortly before that those who had received Government loans would have to pay up this 
year; and when the auditor went round next day to correct this impression, the true amounts 
were acknowledged.” 

63. Cheap grain shops were opened in Patna, Saran, Rajshahi, Hazari- 

Clioap grain shops. and a few otlier districts. In Appendix F is 

given an extract from the report of the Collector 
of Saran, Mr. Chapman, containing a clear and interesting account of the 
Chapra cheap grain shops. These were under the personal management of 
Mr. Mazliarul Haque, Honorary Secretary of the District Relief Committee, to 
whose care and indefatigable attention their marked success was mainly due. 

64. Of the miscellaneous expenditure recorded under Object III, it is suffi- 

„ ... , cient to say that for the most part it consisted 

Object ill. °i reliei given to persons who would have been m 

receipt of gratuitous relief from tbe State, bad such 
relief been organised in tbe districts where it was concerned. 


Object IV. 


65. The expenditure under Object IV, though large in itself, bears a smaller 
proportion, 41 ‘6 per cent., in Bengal to the total expenditure than in other severely 
affected provinces. The reasons for this are two. In the first place, the mortality 
among the cattle in Bengal, whether from disease or fiom want of water and 
fodder, was happily less than elsewhere, and the grants required for providing 
the cultivators with fresh cattle were comparatively small. Secondly, some delay 
was occasioned in consequence of the different views held by the Provincial 
Committee and the Central Committee as to the propriety of giving relief under 
this head in the form of charitable loans. Acting on the recommendation of 
the Commissioner of Patna, the Committee authorized tbe employment of their 
funds in this manner with the view partly of sifting out undeserving applicants 
and partly 'of lessening tlie risk of demoralizing the people by wholesale gifts 
of money. The intention was that loans, carrying no interest, should be granted 
from the fund to cultivators who had come to the end of their resouices, and 
had no security, or only insufficient security, to offer, and who were there- 
fore not eligible to receive advances from Government under the Agriculturists’ 
Loans Act, but who nevertheless were not without a reasonable expectation 
of being eventually able to repay the money. In such cases the Provincial 
Committee held that to grant relief in the form of a cliaiitable loan, rather 
than in that of an out and out gift, would enable the recipient to preserve his 
self-respect, and was a truer form of charity than if the money were given him 
outright. The Central Committee, however, took exception to the proposal, 
mainly on the ground that loans were not in accordance with tlie purposes for 
which the fund had been established. The discussion which ensued occupied 
bo ‘much time that eventually, in July 1897, to avoid further delay the Provin- 
cial Committee decided to giant no more loans for the future, leaving each 
Divisional Commissioner to exercise his own discretion in respect of those loans 
which had already been issued. Partly owing to this regrettable delay., and 
partly to the disinclination of many district officers to make gifts where loans 
would have been preferable, the total sum spent was less than it would other- 
wise have been. 
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66. The chief forms in which relief was given under Object IV wore (a) 
the provision of work for professional labourers and artizans; \b) grants for 
the rebuilding of houses; (/) grants of money (and in a few cases in land) to 
enable cultivators to procure seed-gram and plougn-cattle, (d) loans foi the 
same purpose; and (e) valedictory doles. The first of these has been dealt 
with in paragraph 51 of this report, and the second is not important. 

67 By far the largest expenditure was under the head of grants for the 
J purchase of seed and cattle, which absorbed 

Grants for tlio purchase of seed' s 90 06 n mit of a total of Rs. 8,09,9-17. It 


and cattle. 


Rs. 5,20,265 out of a total of Rs. 8,09,917. It 
was largest in Darbhanga (Rs. 1,51,118), Saran 
(Rs. 1,29,117], Muzaffarpur (Rs. 1,02,329), and Champaran (Rs. 87,5311; and 
was also considerable in Nadia and Jessore. The number of payments made 
in these four North Bihar districts was 23,182, 32,010, 29,857, and 10,883 
respectively ; each payment represents the relief given to one household, and 
the number of individuals who benefited theroby was at least five times as 

gieat 68, The administration of this branch of charitable relief, and also of 
the grant of charitable loans, was conducted through the agency of Govern- 
ment officers to a greater extent than was the case with any othor form of relief 
from the fund. The chief reason for this was that, before tlio time came for 

the issue of gifts or loans for tlio purchase of seed und cattlo, enquiries bad 

been proceeding for some time into tlio applications submitted everywhere for 
advances from Government under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act ; and a great 
mass of information had thus accumulated in tlio hands of tlio district officors. 
This information to a great extent governed the grant of relief from the 
Fund: and it was manifest that it could be more expeditiously and efficiently 
applied by the District Officer at first hand than by tlio Relief Committee at 
second hand. The -Committee are again indebted to Mr. Duncan Mucpherson, 
Collector of Champaran, for the following clear account of the system obsorved 
in selecting suitable cases and distributing the money. 

“ The principal expenditure of tlio fund has been on object IY (nid given to those 

who lost all to enable them to make a start in life again), 

t Jpoor d to U m a t° e n a I* took three fonns-<ff) grants for purchase of seed-grain 

(Rs. 87,5dL-o-4), (b) valedictory money doles to thoso who 
were in receipt of gratuitous relief from Government or tlio fund (Rs. 21,062-10-11), and 
(t>) assistance in rebuilding houses destroyed by inundation (Rs. 304). The total amounted 
to Rs. 1,08,898-0-3. All relief on this object (except a few grants to tho rcspectablo poor 
made by the Betliah Committee) has been distributed under tho personal supervision of tho 
officers of Government, who also prepared the lists of eligible recipients. 

More than six-sevenths of tho seed grants was distributed in tho end of May and 
(a.) Grants for seed. during June, the time when seeds -for tho rains orops and 

— winter rice is required, and 70 per cent, of this was given 

(l) For ihadoi and agham seed. 0 ut in the Hardili and Bagaha tlianos in tho noith of 
Bettiah, where the people were in the worst plight of all. Elaborate arrangements were 
made for ascertaining who were fit recipients for this form of relief and for distributing the 
grants. The work was entrusted to the Government Relief Superintendents and their assist- 
ants, who were all either gazetted officers or of equivalent status. These ollieers wero at tho 
same time charged with the preparation of lists of persons who wero to reeoivo loans from 
Government for similar purposes, and the enquiries wero conducted simultaneously. In 
eaob village, in consultation with the principal residents and others who know their circum- 
stances, a list was prepared of all on the rent-roll, except those who were excluded as being 
sufficiently woll off or able to procure loans from private sources. This list was prepared iu 
three parts:— 1 

(i) Cultivators unable to borrow privately, but from whom there would bo a reason- 

able prospeot of recovering the grants, and who had security to give for this. 

(ii) Cultivators unable to repay loans or to give sufficient seourity, but who have not 

had to resort to relief works. 

(iii) Cultivators who were reduced to earning a living by coming on to relief works. 

Class (i) wero to receive loans from Government. Classes (ii) ancl (iii) wete to 
receive donations from the Charitable Fund, but as it was understood at the time tho 
arrangements were made that the Beugal Committee had approved of a recommendation 
of the Commissioner that a large portion of these grants should be given by way of loan 
instructions were issued that those in class (iii) should be given to understand that thev 
9 i 1® t0 r ? pay t5 f. S ra " fc withoufc Merest, "'hen they might be able to do so, and 
classes fr t0 thl8 , effeofc ™ 8 to ^ taken from them. Eventually, however, 
The tL j d J eV - 6 PV* °, n the Eame Noting, all receiving out and out free grants 
^ tsu i^nT’f 9 dlstm S uls h e( f only in view of the proposals understood to be pending. 

U 18 thafc no lcQ ns at all have been granted from the fund in this district. Careful 
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“rules were laid down by me for adequate enquiry by a responsible officer, for regulation 
of the maximum sums to be given for payment of the grants in bis immediate presence, 
and for the submission of detailed lists of payments vouched for by a couple of leading 
residents of the village concerned ; and I am in a position to give the assurance that the 
whole of this money has been properly expended on the object ior which it was granted- 
It is true that the auditor deputed by the Bengal Committee reported to it that my instruc- 
tions had not been _ obsesved by the Bettiah Local Committee; hut such grauts were 
not made through its agency at all, and what the auditor referred to were a very few 
cases in whioh the Bettiah Committee supplemented the monthly dole to the respectable 
poor by special grants to enable them to procure seed. It is important that I should mention 
this matter here to ocrrect the unfavouiahle impression the auditor’s report no doubt created. 
Altogether 16,883 heads of cultivating families have received seed grants from the fund the 
payment to each averaging only Rs. 5-2-11, so that the instructions issued limiting’ tne 
grants to what was absolutely necessary weie rigidly complied with.” " 


09. Charitable loans were chiefly given in the Ohota Nagpur Division 
' and in the districts of Khulna and Monghyr, and 

ari a O oans. aggregated in all Rs. 1,10,219. The experienced 

Commissioner cf Chota Nagpur, Mr. Arthur Forbes, e.s.i., who paid great 
'attention to the subject of loans, has expressed regret at the decision of 
the Provincial Committee regarding them, the reasons for which have been 
briefly explained in paragraph 65. In Appendix Gr will be found an extract 
fvom Mr. Forbes’ report, which contains some instructive criticisms and sugges- 
tions. The Committee aro of opinion that Mr. Forbes’ remarks should receive 
attentive consideration if charitable relief should be undertaken on a future 
occasion. 


70. The system observed in Lohardaga, where about Rs. 25,000 were 
advanced in the form of loans, is described in the following extract from the 
report of the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Streatfeild : — 


“ Charitable loans tinder object IV . — Tho grant of the Provincial Committee has 
been of tho greatest use in this distriot. As already noticed in seotion (b), the bulk of 
tho grant has been advanced in the interior through the agenoy of missionary and 
other gentlemen. Rupees 26,425-14 have bpen advanced in all to agriculturists, but as 
accounts have not beon reeoived for Rs. 1,500 disbursed by the Munsif of Lohardaga, 
Rs. 24,925-14 only have been shown as disbursement in the statements A and B. 
Out of this amount only Rs. 4,994 wore "advanced at bead- quarters. Tbe following is 
the substance of llio instructions winch 1 issued for the guidance for these gentlemen: — 
(1) Caro should lo taken that loans in no case exceed the actual requirements of the 
borrower for tho sowing of his own land. (2) Loans should not ho made to those who have 
means to buy sced-gVnin, or sufficient credit to borrow such means on reasonable terms. 
(3) An agreement should bo executed by those taking loans in a form prescribed by me (a 
copy of it is annexed to this report) stipulating that the loan would be recoverable from them 
under the Public Demands Recovery Act No other security has been taken, as the loans 
have been ns a rulo given in small sums. They have been made repayable on or before the 
31st January next. In the case of loans distributed at head-quaTters, enquiiies were made by 
Government officers before the loans were actually granted. Lately when the sowing season 
bad passed, these loans were given for the support of cultivators c’iu-ing the agricultural 
season. As I have observed in my roport on Government famine opeiations, tho great 
advantage of tho Relief Fund loans was this, that I was not bound by strict rules as lo their 
distribution, and was therefore ahlo to distribute them through missionaries and other loeal 
sources, thus saving the applicants from a tiresome and expensive journey to Ranohi, at a 
time when they had scarcely the means to live at home, as well as a troublesome enquiry by 
a Government officer and a long wait for the money. I found it impossible in this district to 
distribute tho sums placed at my disposal in free gifts, or even in loans without interest. 
The people are quite incapable of distinguishing between grants from Government and 
those from ohaiitable funds, and those assisted by Government would have been uuable to 
understand why they were granted less easy terms than others relieved from tho Fund, and 
would have given mo great difficulty in collecting the sums duo from them. _ I was therefore 
compelled to grant all loans from both sources on the same terms. In collecting sums due to 
tho Relief Fund tho greatest leniency will of course be shown, and to ensure that no unneces- 
sary harassment is caused to the debtors of tho Fund, I propose to eolloct, as far as possible, 
through the gentlemen who originally paid out tho loons.” 


71. In Khulna, where over a quarter of a lakh of rupees was advanced, 
the loans are said to havo been very useful in extending the cultivation of 
aus rice and thus shortening the period ol distress. The tollowing extract from 
the report of the Collector, Mr. Vincent, is interesting. 

“The advantages derived from this wise step were immense. Aus paddy used to be 
grown in very small quantity in the affected area, and though there were lands fitted for 
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... ,. „ .r, i. or ,f Mlow. ■ When ifc was given out that loans would be given. for 
1 l ir CU f nn- a of tliis 7 earlv orop, people were enthusiastic and commenced to till their lands, ■ 
SThe result that not less thauVee times.the land which used to be cultivated in ordinary 
Sr™ sown down. Even those to whom no advances were given caught the contagion 
Sit wme and brought their lands under cultivation. The effect was that when the ™, 
paddy 6 came into the market, prices became easier and the pinch of distress was almost; 

over.” • 

72 A very useful form of relief under object IV was suggested by the 
' Commissioner of Patna, and employed mainly in 
Valedictory doles. the affected districts of the Patna and Presidency 

Divisions, and tho Manbhum district. This was the grant of a small sum of 
money usually Hs. 2 a head for adults, to each person who was still m receipt 
of gratuitous relief in any form at the close of the relief operations. These 
payments were intended to enable these poor people to live, with the. help of 
such charity as their fellow villagers could give them, till the ripening ^ +>> Q 
next harvest, or till they found some other means of earning a living, 
also served incidentally another purpose, by marking the end of outside 
in a manner which was recognized and understood by the people. 

73. One special item of expenditure may be noticed in this place 

• 1 1 1. .(! n* T) ~ CA AAi 


of the 
They 
relief, 

. This 


is the grant of sums aggregating Rs. 50,000 to the 
The Cluttagong cyclone. Chittagong district for the relief of sufferers by 
the cyclone of the 24th October 1897. By this calamity a tract of 193 square 
miles of country was submerged by a storm-wave; the growing crops over a still 
larger area were almost totally destroyed; all houses and personal property 
were wrecked, and great numbers of cattle were drowned. The loss of human 
life is not yet accurately known, but is believed to exceed 10,000.' Imme- 
diately after the occurrence, His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
requested the Committee to place funds at the disposal of the local authorities for 
the relief of the sufferers; and during the following fortnight grants, amount- 
ing in all to Rs. 50,000, wore accordingly remitted to the Commissioner of the 
Division. No detailed accounts have yet been furnished of the expenditure 
incurred, but these will be incorporated iu the final balance sheet. Expenditure 
of this kind does not fall strictly under the head of famine relief, but the 
Committee were of opinion that the subscribers to the Fund would approve of 
the application of the money to the relief of sufferers from such a calamity 
as a cyclone; and this view has also been accepted by the Central Committee. 

74. The present report covers the whole of the operations of tho Fund in 

„ , , . Bengal down to the 31st October 1897. By that 

ma a anco s ee . date, charitable .relief had come to an end every- 

where, except in Champaran, Maubhum, and to a very small .extent in one or 
two other districts. It is therefore not proposed to issue any further report. 
All that remains to be done is to settle outstanding claims; to withdraw from 
the District Relief Committees their unspent balances, except such as were 
specially subscribed for district expenditure ; to transfer to the Local Govern- 
ment the funds to be applied to the future maintenance of famine orphans ; and 
to refund any surplus that may remain to the Central Committee. All 
necessary steps have been taken for these purposes, and it is probable that the 
final balance sheet of the Bengal Branch of the Fund will bo issued at a very 
early date. J 

75. Of the blessings which the Charitable Relief Fund has carried to the 

people of this province, it is not necessary to say much. It has fulfilled the 
purpose for which it was raised. It has lightened the burden of suffering in 
multitudes of Bimple homes. It has stretched out a friendly hand to thousands 
who held aloof from the colder and more' formal charity of the, State And if 
the gratitude of these has not been loudly proclaimed, it is none the less sincere 
and abiding. The donors of this munificent charity need feel no fear that their 
splendid gif t was unneeded or unwelcome, or that it has failed to briiW f ort b 
its full fruit in due season ; . 

^ p. >? n chaiity ^ ero * 3 no ex cess, neither can angel or man come in danger 

76. In conclusion, the Committee desire to express, their appreciation of 

Aesnowicdgiuent of services. services of the i numerous ladies and gentlemen 

Fund i i ■, Wi ~ 0 , ■ ve assisted in the administration of the 

iund. Their acknowledgments have already been expressed in paragraph 23 
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°f this r e p°rt to the Commissioners of Divisions for the care and judgment 
with which the funds placed at their disposal were distributed : and in par- 
ticular their thanks are due to Mr. J. A. Bourdillon, c.s.i., Commissioner of 
latna, who m the midst of pressing anxieties- and overwhelming duties yet 
found time to actively supervise the management of charitable relief. Their 
thanks are also due to the Collectors of all the affected districts, and especially 
to Mr. Duncan Macpherson, c.r.u., of Champaran, Mr. R. W. Carlyle, c.i.e. of 
Darbhanga, Mr. Earle and Mr. Chapman of Saran, and Mr. Hare and Mr. Maude 
of Muzaffavpur, each of whom, as Chairman of the local Relief Committee, has " 
been the mainspring of action, and guided the proceedings throughout. ' 

They also desire to acknowledge the great services rendered by the 
gentlemen, both official and non-official, who have discharged the duties oi 
Honorary Secretaries of the respective Relief Committees, and especially by 
Mr. Mazliarul Huq and Babu Raghubans Saliai of Saran, by Mr. H. Wheeler 
c.s., by Mr. J. M. Wilson of Muzaffarpur, by Babu Sri Nath Gupta of Khulna’ 
Babu Shiva Nandan Prasad Singh of Monghyr, Babu Nagendra Nath Sarkar of 
Bhagalpur, Rai Jadu Nath Mukerji Bahadur of Hazaribagh, and Dr. R. M. Banerji 
of Puiamau. 


Lieutenant M. P. Harding.l 9th Madras Infantry. 
„ G. It. Casells, 3Etk Sikhs. 

„ B. M. Bntlyc, Cih Bengal Cavalry. 

„ H. L. Hole,! t* tli Madras Infantry. 

„ "VY. M. Grimloy, 20th Panjab In- 
fantry. 

„ J. H. Hudson, 22nd Madras In- 

fantir. 

„ It. B. G. Strong, 1 st Madras Lancers. 

„ S.K.B.Bico, 35th Sikhs. 

mittees or otherwise. 


Their thanks are also due to the 
Military Officers who were employed on 
famine duty, and in particular to Lieutenant 
Hudson and the other gentlemen margin- 
ally noted whose names have been singled 
out by the District Officers for honourable 
mention on account of the excellent service 
which they rendered as Chairmen of Coin- 


Very valuable aid has been rendered in many districts by the members, 
both ladies and gentlemen, of various missionary bodies. Among these may 
bo mentioned Mis 3 Arnold of Pabna, Dr. and Mrs. Morrison of Rajshalii, the 
Rev. Dr. Dyer of Giridili, the Rev. A. Campbell of Pokhuria, the Rev. D. G. 
Flynn, the Rev. W. Norman, s.j., tho Rev. F. Halm, and the Rev. W. Kiefel 
of Lohardaga. The Committee also desire to express their obligations to the 
following gentlemen who have rendered very useful and active service in con- 
nection with the famine operations: — Mr. Allen Peppe, Manager of the Chota 
Nagpur Estate, Swami Aklmnanda of Mursbidabad, Babu Tarini Pershad of 
Rohini, Monghyr district, Babu Lutclimi Pershad Singha of Sakarpura, 
Monghyr, Mahashoy Tarak Nath Glioso of Bhagalpur, and Mr. E. Milne of 


Jagdispur. 

The Comrnissioner of Patna and all the District Officers of North Bihar 
have referred to tho great assistance rendered -by tho indigo-planters, who 
in spite of a disastrous indigo season, and notwithstanding the great losses 
entailed on them as landlords by the famine, nevertheless spent large sums 
on relief works, and devoted a great deni of time and energy in assisting in 
the administration of relief and in supervising the operations ox the Fund. 
Tho gentlemen whose names have been specially brought to notice by the 
Commissioner are Mr. G. R. Macdonald of Moniara, Mr. T. R. Filgate of 
Bahrauli, Mr. H. H. Macnamara of Rnmkola, Mr. J. Rutherford of Clieyton 
Pursa, Mr. H. Murray and Mr. W. H. Christian of Bagaha, Mr. C. Still 
of Ranmagar, Mr. F. A. Hudson of Seraha, Mr. G. H. Dalrymple Hay of 
Jagaolia, and Mr. Hay Wobb of Muktapore. 

Tho list of- zamindars, merchants, pleaders and other private gentlemen 
whose services have contributed to render the operations of the Fund successful 
is 60 long that the Committee cannot attempt to single out any names from 
among those who are most prominently mentioned in the divisional reports. A 
list of those is given in Appendix H. To one and all of these, and to very many 
other gentlemen, official and non-official, ILuropean and native, in all ranks and 
conditions of life, the warm thanks of the Committee are due, for the time, tho 
labour and the energy which they have ungrudgingly devoted to the work. 


E. N. BAKER, 

Honorary Secretary. 


W. H. GRIMLEY, 

Chairman . 


The 3 Is l January 1898. 
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APPENDIX A. 

Statement of the objects to which private subscriptions map legitimately be devoted. 

Government fully accepts general responsibility for saving tbe lives of the people in 
tracts in which famine prevails ; and it is essential that private oharity, while working 
eido by side with, should not interfere with or overlap the operations whioh are organised 
for this purpose. There is, however, ample scope for its eseroise in supplementing these 
operations, in mitigating suffering, and in relieving distress whioh falls just short of abso- 
lute destitution. Especially private contributions might usefully be expended on the 
following objeots : — ' 

Firstly: in supplementing the subsistence ration which alone is provided from public funds, 
by the addition of email comforts, tchclhcr of food or of clothing, for the aged or infirm, for the 
patients in hospitals, for children , and the like. 

As guardian of tho public purse, and in view of tbe magnitude of the calamity, Govern- 
ment is obliged to limit its assistance to what is absolutely necessary for the preservation of 
life- ' 

Secondly: in providing for the maintenance of orphans: 

Every fnmino loaves behind it a number of waifs who have lost or become separated 
from those who should bo responsible for them, and for whose maintenance it is necessary to 
provido till they ore of an age to support themselves. 

Thirdly : in relieving the numerous poor but respectable persons who will endure almost 
any privation rather than apply for Oovornment relief, accompanied as it must be by official 
* enquiry into, and by seme kind of test of the reality of the. destitution which is to be relieved. 

The feeling of the snerednoss of tho “ purdah ” or domestic privacy is intensely strong 
in India ; and it is roost difficult for any official organisation to reach, or even to ascertain 
with certainty tho existence of, distress of this nature. 

Fourthly : in restoring to their original position, when acute distress is subsiding, those who 
hate lost their all in the struggle, and in giving them a fresh start in life. 

Tho peasant cultivator may often thus he saved from losing his holding, through sheer 
inability to cultivate it, and from sinking to the position of a day-labourer. 


APPENDIX B. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOB BENGAL. 

Hon’ble 0. 0. Stevens, c.s.e, j 

succeeded by > Chairman. 

Hon’bt.e W. H. Gbixilet, > 

Hon’blo Sir G. C, Paul, k.c.i.e. 

Mr. A. II. James. 

Maharaja Bahadur Sir Jotondra Mohan Tagore, k.c.b.i. 
Hon’blo 0. W. Bolton, c s.i. 

„ M. Finuoane, c.s.i. 

Maulvi Abdul Jahhar, Ktron Bahadur, c.i.e. 

Tho Lion’blc Mr. Justioe Banerjeo. 

Sir. P. Playfair, c.i.e. 

■Mr. 0. E. Smyth. 

Hon'blo Mr. Allan Arthur. 

Babu Nalin Bohari Sirenr. 

„ Gonesli Chandra Chandia. 

Hon’blo Norendro Nath Sen. 

Hon'blo Mr. M. C. Turner. 

.Mr. J. G. Womack. 

Nawah Syed Amir Hossain, c.i.e, 

Hon’blo Itai Durga Gati Banerjeo, Bahadur, c.i.e. 

Mr. W. It. Blight. 

Babu Sitanath Boy. 

Maulvi Muhammed Yusuf, Kb an Bahadur. 

Mr. 0. H. Moore. 

„ C. Laurie Johnstone. 

Maharaja Sir Narsndra Krishna, Bahadur, k.c.i.e. 
Hon’bla Surondranath Banerjeo, 

Itaja Shew Bus Bogla. 

Mr. W. D. Oruickshank. 

„ It. D. Mehta. 

Hon’blo Guru Prasad Sen. 

„ Itai Issor Chandra Hitter, Bahadur. 

Mr. T. W. Spiuk. _ 

Babu Kali Nath Mitfer. 

Rev. H. Whitehead. 



Bev. F. W. Warne, 

„ Father Lafont, c.i.E. 

Babu Romanath Ghose. 

Baja Binoy Krishna. 

Babu Chaudi Lall Singh. 

Mr. E: Y. Wostmaeott. 

„ E. N. Baker, Honorary Secretary. 


APPENDIX 0. 


Raolulion That tho mooting recognises llio fact 
that, tho timo has como when a Charitable Fund 
should bo formed for tho reliof of distress iu tho 
famino-strickon districts of India, such relief bein^ 
lupplomontary of tho operations of Government and 
designed to moot casos not clearly or adequately 
covered by thoso operations, and that to tins end, 
subscriptions should bo invited from tho well to*uo 
throughout this country, and contributions from abroad 
bo thankfully received. 

Resolution That this mooting nccopts tho state* 
mont of tho objects to which private subscriptions 
may legitimately bo dovoted, as set forth by Govern* 
mont in tho Qazcllc of India of tho Oth January, 
and tho organization there suggested for the collection 
and administration of subscriptions to tho Fund: and 
ruotothat a General Committee composed of tho 
following gentlemen* boappointol, with power to add 
to their number^ and to appoint an Executive Com* 
mitteo to administer tho Fuud. 

* Vide list annexed. 


Circular No. 1, dated Calouttn, tho29tii January 1897.' 

From— E. N. Baker Esq., Honorary Secretary, Bengal Provincial Executive Com- 
mitteo of the Indian Famine Ckaritablo ltolioi Fund, 

To— The District Magistrate or Deputy Commissioner of 

am directed by tbo Executive Committco for Bengal, of tbo Indian Fumino Charitablo 

Eoliof. Fund, to invito your attention to tho pro- 
ceedings of a , public meeting held iu Calcutta 
on the 14th instant, ovor which his Excollouoy 
tho Viceroy presided, and at which tho Rcsolu- 
tions quoted in tho margin were unanimously 
passed. Tho proceedings of that mcoting havo 
been roported in tho public press, und will doubt- 
less have bcon perused by you. 

2. At thoinstanco of tho Contra! Executive 
Committee which was. appointed undor tho second 
of tho two Resolutions roforred to, a mcoting was 
held on tho 22nd instant, under tho .presidency 
of llis Honour tho Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, at which it was resolved to form a Pro- 
vincial Committee for Bengal, compos- d of tho 
gontlomon named iu onolosuro A of this letter; 
and an Exocutiyo Committee composed of tho 
gentlemen named in enclosure B was appointed to administer tho Charitablo Belief Fuud 
in Bengal. 

3. Tho Exeoutivo Committco for Bengal would now request that stops may bo takon for 

tho formation of Local Committees in each district of tho Province, and for tho raising of 
subscriptions to be administered by thoso Committees, iu accordanco with tho principles 
approved by Government and accopted by tho Central Committee. Enclosure A contains 
the names of gentlemen rosident in yolir district who nro oil tho Provincial Committee, who 
it is thought may appropriately ho invited to servo ou tho Local Committeo for ( ) 

with any othors who may ho co-opted by thorn. It will bo understood that this list is a 
nuoleus only. The Exeoutivo Committeo havo no doubt that in tho district of ( ) 

there are many other gentlomon of good position who will ho willing to serve, nud tlioy 
regard it as important that the co-oporation of all such should bo secured, in order that tho 
Local Committee may bo as strong and represontativo as possible. In the opinion of His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, in which tho Exeoutivo Committeo fully concur, tho 
Local Committee should ha essentially non-offioial in ohnraotor, and this should bo boruo in 
mind when determining its oomporition.. It should, howevor, ho nssooiuted with tho district 
and subdivision^ offioials. This is considered desirublo in order to onsuro that funds supplied 
by private charity shall not interfere with or overlap tho operations of Government ollieors, 
who are responsible. for doing all that is necessary to savo tho lives of tho pooplo in tracts iu 
whioh famine prevails. Tho Executive Committee hope that no timo may be lost iu arrang- 
ing for tho appointment of a Local Committeo for ( ) in accordanco with tlicso 

suggestions, and they request that, whon this has been done, tho names of tho gontlomon of 
whom it is composed may be communicated to thorn. Any changes, iu its composition from 
time to time should he similarly reported. 

4. Iu addition to the Local Committeo for tho district, it will probably ho desirnhlo to 
form one or more Sub-Committees to deal with subdivisions or ofhor smallor areas. This is 
a point on whioh your experienco and tho viows of tho leading residents will ho tho best 
guide. If you should oonsider this oourse desirahlo, tho same principles which havo boon 
indicated in respect of the district committeo should, mutatis , mutandis , bo observed. Tho 
Exeoutive Committee would bo glad to ho informed what courso is decided on in this 
matter. 

5. As soon as the Local Committee has been appointed, it . is desirahlo that a meeting 
should be called, at a very early date, at whioh you should . oxplaiu tho placo which it will 
hold m the machinery for ; dispensing charitable relief, tho objects with which it has been 
formed and the principles to bo observed by it in the discharge of its functions. In this 
connection, your attention is invited to enclosures C and D of this lotter. Tho first of theso 

f® or ?“ tlo “ which has been devised for tho collection and adminis- 

“ '***”*■<* * .<-Woststo.wluolipriv.fo 
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/ \ n 6, pn I" a 7 °>J e . ols Wlt ^ wliioli it is proposed to establish Itooal Committees are 
(a) the raising of subscriptions, and (6) the detailed administration of the relief funds raised 
by private chanty in concert with the local authorities. With regard to the former the 
Excoutivo Committee suggest that subscribers should be informed that their subscriptions 
enn, bo devoted (?) to ilie needs of nil parts of India which may bo distressed or 
0*0 specially to meet tlio needs of the province of Bengal, or of any particular district 
or area. His Honour tho Lieutenant-Governor has expressed the opinion that, bavins' 
regard to tbo circumstances of tbo case, it is preferable that subscriptions raised 
.in Bengal should bo applied to the relief of distress in this province, and the 
Executive Committee desiro to ondorse this viow. Effeot will, however, he given to 
any wishes that may ho oxprossed by individual subsoribers in this matter. The looal 
hnowledgo and iniluonco of tho District Committee should bo invaluable in inviting sub- 
scriptions and administering tbo funds ; and tbo oxeoutive Committee rely confidently on 
tboir nssistanco in making tho appeal successful. Tho authority of Government hns beon 
obtained to depositing all sums received in tbo district tronsury to credit of an account to bo 
entitled tbo “ ( ) Branch, Indian Enmino Charitablo Belief Bund.” An account 

should bo submitted at tbo end of eaob fortnight, beginning from tbo 1st February 1897, in 
tho form hereto annexed (enclosure E), showing tho amounts collected from time to time. 
Eaoh Committco should keep a register in a suitable form, showing separately all sums 
receivod by it undor each of tho three beads of enclosure E, and the corresponding remittances 
to tbo Exocutivo Committee, and other expenditure. At tho end of eaoh fortnight, all sums 
designated by tho subscribers as dovoted for tho needs of India generally, or to those of the 
province of Bengal, should ho remitted to tho Excoutivo Committee by Remittance Transfer 
Receipt. 

7. Tho funds to bo administered by tbo Local Committeo will consist of (t) subscrip- 
tions designated by tbo donors ns intonded for tbo relief of distress within the district: and 
(ii) sums allotted by tho Bengal Excoutivo Committee. Tho objects on wbioh these fnnds may 
properly bo oxpended are set -forth in enclosure D of this letter and are four in number. 
It is considered that tho Local Committeo should have a freo hand in tho administration of 
theso funds, and there is no intention to dictato any course of notion, beyond laying down the 
general injunction that tho principles formulated in enclosure D should bo observed. I am 
directed, however, to invito special attention to tho third clause of tho enclosure, wbioh runs 
as follows, viz : — “ In relieving tho numerous poor but respectable persons who will endure 
almost any privation rather than apply for the Government relief, accompanied as it must 
bo by official inquiry into and by somo kind of test of tho reality of tbo destitution which is 
to bo relievo 1.” His Honour tho Lieutenant-Governor and tho Executivo Committee believe 
that, in present conditions, the funds at tho disposal of tho Looal Committco can bo most usefully 
laid out in this ninnnor, and I am to suggest that applications for aid under tho three other 
permissible heads may properly bo deferred until tbo Committeo has dealt with all reason- 
able claims on behalf of tho respectable poor, and of purdah ladies and other porsons who, 
by tbo custom of the country, nvo unable to apply for Government relief. 

8- In order to ensure that, as far as possible, no case of theso kinds shall bo overlooked, 
I am to suggest that each member of the Local and Sub-Committees should bo invited to 
tako personal charge of a suitable area, and that ho should arrange to visit, either in person 
or through somo reliablo agent, overv villngo in such aren nt frequent iutervnls. For this 
purpose, tho Committee will, no doubt, bo ablo to enlist tbo sorvices of members of Local 
and District Boards and Union Committees, members of panchayats, and the like. It 
cannot bo doubled that such visits will bring to light many porsons whose caste, usages and 
feolings preclude tho application of a labour test — women of good family and others — who 
may lie in great, though silent, distress. In dealing with cases of this class, tho Lpoal 
Committeo may find it advisable to provide light forms of employment, suob ns spinning, 
weaving, and the husking of rice, occupations which can bo carried on in the people’s own 
homos. In somo cases, relief might most conveniently tako tho form of selling grain, under 
duo precautions, at loss than cost price. This systom should, however, it is considered, only 
bo sparingly resorted to. Grain should not, of course, be Eold in this way to the puhlio 
generally, but only to porsons of tho olnss desoribed in this paragraph, i.c., to tho respectable 
poor and to ladies, who, in tbo opinion of tho Local Committeo, are unablo to come on to 
tho State Relief Works. 

9. Tho extont and intensity of distress vary in different districts of Bongal, and are 

greater in somo places than in others. If your district is among thoso which are more 
severely affected, it is probablo that whatever sums may he subsoribod within it, and more, 
will ho required for local expenditure. If, on tho other hand, it is happily among those 
whioli nro more fortunatoly oiroumstaneed, llio Local Committeo will, it is hoped, recognize 
the justice of setting freo muoh of what thoy are nblo to eolloot for the relief of more pressing 
necossity elsewhere. Even in thoso districts which are least affeoted by the failure of the 
rains,- tho high range of prices must ho the causo of somo distress, and occasions will still arise 
for tho issuo of relief in the mannor described above. _ 

10. In addition to the fortnightly statomont of subscriptions oollected (enclosure E), 
tbo etatomonts in the annexed forms F and G should bo submitted at the end of each fort- 
night, beginning from tho 1st Fobrunry next. Theso are required for transmission to tho 

Conlral Committeo. - . 

11. An early opportunity should bo takon by eaoh Local Committee to appoint 
office-bearers, including a Chairman, Secretary, and Treasurer, who will bo responsible for 
tbo hooping up of tho necessary acoounts, for submitting the prescribed returns, and making 

' the authorised disbursements. * 



ENCLOSURE 0. ' 

Sketch of the Organisation which is suggested for the Collection and Administration of- 

private Subscriptions. • 

(1) A Central Co mmi ttee, to be termed the Indian Committee for the provision and 

administration of charitable relief, to be established in India. The General; 
Committee to be unlimited in numbers, and nominations of representatives: 
from eaoh Province likely to be affected by famine to be invited. 

The General Committee .to nominate an Executive Committee consisting of mot 
more than members to undertake the actual administration of the; 

business of the Committee. 

The head-quarters of the Committee to bo at Caloutla. The functions of the 
Central Committee will be — 

(a) to receive moneys transmitted from England or other countries, and also 
moneys that may be subscribed in India for the general purposes of the 
Committee. The 'fund so created to be termed “ The Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund, 1897;” 

(4) to apportion these moneys between the different Provinces ; 

(o) to arrange, in concert with the Government, the system upon which 
charitable relief is to be applied. 

(2) A Committee to be formed in each Province, which will receive the monoys nppro- 

tioned to that Province by the Central Committee, and also any moneys 
subscribed specially to meet the needs of the Province, will distribute these 
moneys to Local Committees, and will generally direct the notion cf the Local 
Committees. The Provincial Committee will act in concert with the Local 
Government, and will be responsible for seeing that the money allotted by the 
Central Committee is spent on the declared objeots of the Fund and with the 
approval of the Local Government. 

(3) . Local Committees to be formed as the Provincial Committees may determine. The 

detailed administration of the Relief Funds will be in the hands of these Local 
Committees acting in, concert with the local authorities. ' 

(4) The collection of money in England to bo in the hands of a Committee or other 

agency which will be set on foot in suoh manner as the Secretary of State may 
deem advisable. 


ENCLOSURE E. 

Statement of subscriptions collected. 

*9 

I. — Amount subscribed in the district for the needs of India generally, and remitted to 
the Bengal Executive Committee — 

(«! "Up to date of last report. 

( b ) Since date of last report. 


II— Amount subscribed for expenditure within Bengal only and remitted to the Bencal 
Executive Committee — ° 


( n ) Up to date of last report. 
•\ (4) Since date of last report. 


III.- 
Treasury — 


Amount subscribed for expenditure within the district, and credited in the District. 
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FORM F. 

Province of 

Gash Account for the fortnight ending 


Receipts. 

Rs. 

B 


Disbursements. 

Rs. 

| 

1. Opening balance 


I 


Expenditure under heading 


1 

2 , Remittances from Bengal 


9 


1 of enclosure D, if any 


jjB 

Exeoutivo Committee... 


m 


Expenditure under heading 


■ 

3. Recoveries (if any) by 

— 



2 of enolosnre D, if any 


m 

sale of manufactures 


1 


Expenditure under heading 


IP 

andothenviso 




3 of enclosure D 


■ 

4 . Local subscriptions for 


■ 


Expenditure undor heading 


2 

expenditure - to meet 


■ 


4 of onolo3uro D, if any 


■ 

spooial needs of the 




Other expenditure, if any ... 


■ 

district. 


I 


* 


I 

Total 

II 


l 

Total 

HH 

1 


FORM G. 


Province of_ 

Statement of Persons receiving Charitable Relief chargeable to the Central Relief Fund, 
for the fortnight ending : • 

1. Averago daily numbor of persons receiving relief under heading I (if any). 

2. Ditto dit f o ditto II (ditto). 

3. Ditto ditto ditto HI 

4. Ditto ditto ditto 1Y (if any). 







APPENDIX D, 


INDIAN FAMINE, CHARITABLE BELIEF FEND, 1897.. 
Provincial Conjmittoo for Bengal. 


No. 1.— Cash A'ceount from the commencement of operational up to frlal October 1807 : . 


Beceipts. 


Expenditure. 


ening balance, if any — 
i) Provincial Committee ... 
!>) Commissioners of Divi- 
sions 

;) District Committees 


Es. a. r. 


mittances from Central 
Committee — 

i) From General Fund (net) 

1} “Ear-marked" for tho 
Province ... .,. 

cal_ subscriptions 1 for* tho 
•ovinco— 

z) Collected directly by, or 
remitted to, tho Provin- 
cial Committoo 

b) Collected by District 

Committees for their own 
use 

c) Collected by District. 

Committees and remitted 
direct to other districts 
of the same Provinco ... 


1,38,900: 0 
3,30,287 


3 7 


960 0 0 


;her receipts (Miscella- 
neous) — 

A) Provincial Committee ... 
(6) District Committees ... 


23,979 9 0 
1,19,978 8 4 


Es. a. r. 


15,18,7.60. 0. 0. 
70,959, 2. G 


A, 70,137 8 9 


1.42,968 1 4 


Es. 


1. Under Objoct; I 

2. Ditto II- 

3. Ditto III 

4. Ditto IV 


tit 


5, Miscellaneous— 


(a) Provincial Committco 
(d) 'District Committees' , 


Es. A. 
2,289 3 
24i694' 7 


Total oxpendituro 
G. Closing balances — 


Closing ba_ 

(u) With Provincial Com- 
mittco ... .... 

(6) With Commissioners of 
Divisions 

(c) With District Committoo 


88,705 7 7 


17,900 0 
1,61,718 11 


2,11,236 It 
13,606 i 
8,81,903 i 
8,03,947 S 


20,883 1 


19,40,480 


2,68,321 


Total Es. 

22,02,804 12 7 

Total Es. 

22,02, SOI 1 

Beceipts not intonded for tho Provinco. 

Eemittances of receipts not intended for tho Province. 

scriptions roalised for India generally ... 

Ditto ditto . other Provinces ... 

Es. a. p. 

28,888 7 10 
2,088 0 0 

Eemittances by Provincial or District Com- 
mittees — 

To Control Committoo 

, 

Es.' j 

•18,669 

Total 

30,970 7 10 

Total ... 

18,669 



Balance not remitted ... 

12,300 ] 

Grand Total 

22,33,781 4 6 

Grand Total , ... 

32,33,781 


’ Includes as. 803 I for other Provinces, ot which Rs. 628 was remitted to tho Central Committoo by tho Provincial Committee, and Us. 175 by District Comn 
ijpnr ; and B». CS-ll-e tor India by District Committco ol Baukura, 
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' APPENDIX 

Abstract statement showing for each district, in the Province of Bengal,, including 


DI8TEICT3, 


Enrdwan 
Blibhum ... 
Bankura ... 
Midnnporo - ... 

Hoogldy ... 
Howrah ’ ... 

Sl.Parganas ... 
Nadia 

Muriliidabad ... 
Jessoro ... 
Khulna 

Raj&liahi ... 
DIcajpur ... 
Jalpaiguii 
Darjeeling 
Baugpur ... 
Bogra ... 

Pabna - «. 
Dacca 

Myrnenstagh ... 
Paridpur ... 
lluckergungo ... 
Tippera ... 
Noakhall ... 
Chittagong 
Patna 

Gaya ... 

Shahabad 

Stnn 

Charaparan ... 

Muxallarpur ... 

Darbhanga 

Monghyx 

Bhagalpur 

Purcca 

Mai da 


Par- 


Soatbal 

gUIU.tf. 

Cuttack 

Bulasore 

Puri 

HaaaxUwgU 
Lolmrdaga • 
Paiamau 
Manbhuin' 
Sbghbhum ■ 

Total 


UiiUw?. 

Gavsu Toux., 


j OBJECT t, 

Object XI. 

' 


Objbci 

in fi.< as 
o 

llljl 

J!a -fa 

*ig|S 

gs s “s 
5SS6S 

S$£-5£ 

O rO « o 

I 

I* 

Ib 

S3 

H O 

.Id 

£>=•3 

Q 

T 2 
*.sa 

0.— Other expend itui« 
on persons in receipt o! 
Government relict out- 
side poor-houses. 

4 

"Ss, 

If 

CJ bfi 

£.9 

O-g 

k* 

7? 

o 

B 

2 

a 

e 

o 

tx-e • 

£ a 3 

l|l 

'O P.’J 

0«-i 

°S°„- 

gg,g 2 

■» W Cl • 

«o8*-g 

‘.£5 a 

«s 

S o S i.'* 4 O 

* a 

0 ® g g 

a ° £ 

r* a +*.2 m ^ 

!a ? M 2 « 3 

> cj.2 

u £ 

lS |«: -1 

1 oc §=> 2 

tz 

!§• 

S 1 1 

u 

o o 

i~ 

oSu 

log 
.-a a 

at' 

S3 ■ 

m 

' « n 

. o 
^ ai^ 

g3o 

:&■■■ 

ja ' 
m ■ 

\3 ■ 

s 

I 

W - 

3 

3 

4 

6 

G 

‘ 7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 

Ea. a. r. 

ns. a. 

P. 

Ha. a. r. 

jpts. A. p. 

Ea. A. P. 

lia. A. 

P. 

ES. A. 

P. 

Ea. A. p. 

Ea. A, p. 

Ea. A. 

*, 

Ea. a. p. 


1,573 3 

6 

••• 



1,573 a 

G 

... 


... 


... 



0,870 12 

0 








... 


120 7 

9 



... 

... 


027 6 

0 

- 


57 7 

0 

0 8 0 

2 15 

G 

40 15 

3 

714 0 

0 



16 0 0 

174 4 

61 

13,230 8 

0 

.M 

... 

... 


... 

... 


-• 


... 




... 

1,288 7 

7 

... 


... 




... 

... 


- 


69 3 

0 

I 


... 

... 


6. 8 

0 

1M 





... 


... 


50 0 

G 

... 


... 

... 


885 0 

0 

... 





M. 


... 


850 8 

9 

571 0 

0 

... 

2,718 0 

G 

12,282 14 

3 

... 





... 


.N 




293 14 

9 


120 0 

0 

42 8 

0 



... 



22, ISO 13 10 

22,186 13 10 

2:6 0 10* 

10 0 

0 

4.081 0 31 

70D 1 

3 

SG5 G 

0 

... 

1,351 3 9 

3,765 14 

7 

7 14 0 

1,580 0 

0 

5,703 0 10 

320 8 

4 

7 15 

0 

34 12 G 

7,159 13 

31 

10,735 0 

8 

... 

... 

217 13 10 i 

... 

... 


247 13 101 

... 


81 2 

0 

75.801 5 11 

1,190 4 

61 

6C0 1 

5 

... 
















4,023 3 

3 





















. M 


... 



... 


121 0 

0 

- 

• 

- 



- 


■ ^ 

... 



... 

... 


... 


... 


- 


- 

... 


... 


- 

... 



240 8 3 

... 


219 8 

3 

~ 




... 

... 


... 


~ . 

... 

• ... 


... 



M 


... 




... 





• 

... 

... 


... 

•M 




... 


... 


56,055 15 21 

3,160 5 

11. 

... 


Ml 


63 0 

0 


... 


83 6 

6 

— 


... 


... 

- 


6,434 10 

0 

... 


... 


... 

... 


... 


... 


- 


... 

IM 


3,456 0 

3 


... 

... 


... 

8.918 5 

3 

8,918 6 

8 

70 0 

0 

... 


... 

~ . 


3,303 0 

0 


;;; 

43 13 

0 


60 0 

0 

108 13 

0 

2 0 

0 

... 



751 10 

0 

184 2 

o' 


... 

... 


... 



... 


131 13 

0 

... 


... 

... 


13,007 9 

G 


52 13 0 

... 


... 

... 


32 13 

0 

... 


... 


- 

4.873 15 

3; 

... 


Ml 

... 

... 



1.413 11 

41 

1.413 11 

41 

854 14 

0 

... 


... 



0,514 11 

8 

,1,537 11 7 

... 

7,756 13 

2 

... 

... 


7,780 13 

2 

5 0 

0 

... 


17 0 0 

3,142 11 

7 

6.G91 14 

5 

... 

30 0 0 

111 4 

6 

... 

72 9 

G 

213 34 

0 

123 7 

3 

... 


17 3 0 

... 


25.3S7 9 

0 

'*• . * 

e.oji o o 

58 12 

0 


071 13 

8 

6,654 10 

6 

3,293 9 

3 

... 


Mi 

15,520 3 

4 

71,264 6 

3 

6,193 a 0 

23,903 11 1 

4,301 0 

S 

... 

1,693 10 

3 

29,368 0 

0 

3,780 31 

0 

11,731 7 

2 

M. 

072 8 

0 

79,701 10 

1 

. -u.i 

27,203 3 l 

... 


... 

... 


27,205 3 

1 

2,SS7 11 

0 

... 


... 

... 


65,454 11 

5 

... 

2C,0S3 1 6 

0,443 7 

3 

... 

697 9 

9 

53,138 2 

8 

1.S37 14 

0 

1,785 12 

9 

3,307 0 0 

42,007 0 10 

88,037 10 

7 

... 

... 

2,373 11 

0 

... 

6,351 3 

6 

7,726 14 

G. 

£5 8 

0 

10 8 

0 

... 

‘ 


3,725 10 

0 

... 

••• 

- 


2,505 G 3 

2,083 4 

0 

4,583 10 

3 

... 


3C3 13 

0 

99 1 S 

28,144 1 

0 

63,317 10 

c 

MM 


... 


... 



... 


- 


14 1 

G 

... 



... 


' • ' 




— 

... 




52 8 

0 

... 


IN 

... 


6,743 6 

3 

... 

403 7 6 

4,603 13 

1 

43 1 3 

16,328 4 

4 

21,379 9 

2 

65 0 

0 



... 

620 3 

7 
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0 
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G 
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5,686 13 

5 

80 0 

0 
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13,870 14 

3 

... 

... 
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9 
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•• 
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0 

22C 0 
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£1,451 15 7 
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61 
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C0, 710 till 

2.03,511 3 

8 

13,155 6 

ij 
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2 
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0 
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250 0 

0 

... 
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3,313 8 0 


11,271 11 0 


10,333 15 4 I 


3,870 6 8 


»S. X. r. Iis. a. P. | . Jls. X. p. i Es. a. r. j Es. a. p. 
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0,870 12 0 
0,009 11 3 

13,420 12 0 2,823 4 G 3,705 0 0 
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4,230 8 0 
15,003 7 0 


Us. X. p. I |E3. A. r. 
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6,100 0 61 SS 8 0 

£3.273 1 oil 
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*.023 2 3 
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APPENDIX D — concluded. 

Abstract statement showing for each district in the Province of Bengal, ( including Calcutta ) details of ■persons on charitable relief from the commencement up to the' 81st 

October 1897. 
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APPENDIX E. 

Statement of Subscriptions realized in the Province of Bengal from the opening of the 
fund to the 31st October 1807. 


DisTEicr. 


1 


Burdwan ... 
Birbhum ... 
Bankura ... 
Midnaporo 
Hooghly ... 
Howrah ... 
24-Parganas 
Nadia 

Ifurshidabad 

Jessoro 

Khulna 

Bajshahi ... 

Dinajpur ... 

Jalpaiguri ... 

Darjeeling 

Ifangpur ... 

Bogra 

Pabna 

Dacca 

Mymensingh 
Faridpur ... 
Backergnngo 
Tippera ... 
Noakhnli ... 
Chittagong 
Patna 
Gaya 

Shahabad ... 
Saran 
Champaran 
Muzaffarpur 
Darbhanga 
HoDghyr ... 
Bhagalpur 
Pumea 
Malda ... 
Sonthal Parganaa 
Cuttack ... 
Balaaoro .... 

Puri 

Hnzaribagh 
Lohardaga 
Palamau ... 
Manbhum ... 
Singhbhum 

Total 


Calcutta ... 

Gejlhd Total 


For tho district. 

For Bengal. 

For India and 
othor pro- 
vinces. 

Total. 

2 

’ 3 . 

4 

6 

12 3. A. 

p. 

Tie. 

A. 

P. 

Es. 

A- 

P. 

J?3. A. 

P. 

7,083 34 

0 

761 

8 

0 




7,835 6 

0 

5,376 12 

6 

1,975 

11 

O 

4,972 

0 

O 

12,324 7 

6 

3,067 16 

0 

250 

0 

0 

63 11 

6 

3,381 10 

0 

4,013 3 

0 

3,469 

0 

0 

3,311 

7 

9 

10,783 10 

0 

2,310 3 

0 

■ 476 

0 

0 

763 

0 

0 

3,648 3 

0 

1,1C0 0 

0 




... 



1,100 0 

0 

7,130 12 

3 

290 

0 

0 

ICO 

0 

0 

7,430 12 

3 

8,841 14 

0 




... 



8,841 14 

0 

27,011 8 

3 

02 

8 

0 

7 

O 

0 

27,081 O 

3 

7,316 O 

0 







7,316 O 

O 

6,460 11 

6 

239 

0 

0 

155 

ra 

0 

6,904 11 

6 

19,180 2 

3 







19,180 2 

3 

6,713 14 

0 

340 

0 

0 


O 

9,116 10 

9 

2,636 4 

0 




’ .... 



2,535 4 

0 



740 

0 

0 

1,385 

16 

3 

2,125 16 

3 

1,609 8 

0 

11,447 

16 

0 

200 

0 

0 

13 , 267 7 

6 

2.3 10 8 

0 

1,010 

0 

0 




3,350 8 

0 

8,106 4 

0 




.... 



8,100 4 

0 

446 11 

0 

12,622 

0 

0 

... 



12,268 11 

0 

14,096 11 

6 

4,244 10 

0 

2,840 

0 

0 

21,181 8 

6 

2,260 2 

0 

270 

0 

0 

• •• 



2,630 2 

0 



2,244 10 

8 

... 



2,244 10 

8 

3,319 12 

2 

1fMf 



7,639 

7 

4 

10,859 3 

6 

13,996 6 

6 




... 



13,996 6 

6 

7,659 13 

9 




714 

0 

0 

8,373 13 

9 

14,011 13 

1 

61 

0 

0 

50 

O 

0 

14,112 12 

1 

18,104 12 

6 





91 


18,104 12 

6 

(I)8/'12 13 

7 





a 

■ 

8,012 12 

7 

1.U55 9 

1 





a 


1,006 9 

1 

8,207 14 

8 





a 


8,207 14 

8 

(3) 1,716 0 

0 

480 

8 

0 


m 

■ 

2,226 8 

0 

4,929 3 

9 

.. ... 



61 

8 

0 

4,930 11 

9 

34,057 14 

0 

60 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

34,207 14 

O 

24,961 0 

0 

1,450 

0 

0 

260 

0 

0 

26,661 0 

0 

4,467 8 

0 

3,478 

8 

0 

1,130 

0 

0 

9,066 0 

0 

7,899 3 

3 

27 

0 

0 

-t-. 



7,926 3 

3 

(3)16,837 0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

... . 



18,837 0. 

0 

6,635 4 

3 

19,871 

10 

9 

1,757 12 

0 

' 28,164 11 

0 



2,989 10 

9 




2,989 10 

9 

1,493 11 

6 

24 

0 

6 

850 13 

3 

2,368 9 

3 

6,403 9 

0 







6,403 9 

O 

8,160 6 

4 







• 8,160 6 

4 

2,867 0 

0 

3,760 

0 

0 




6,107 0 

0 

1,527 0 

0 

600 

O 

0 




2,027 O 

0 

1,613 10 

0 

2,061 13 

0 




3,674 6 

0 

3,31,237 2 

B 

77,016 

1 

2 

29,304 

7 10 

4,37,657 11 

T 


61,884 

5 

0 

1,672 

0 

0 

63,566 5 

0 


1 

1,38,900 

6 

2 

30,970 

7 10 

6,01,114 0 

T 
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APPENDIX P. 

An extract from the report of the Collector of Sar an, No. 2//0F.C., dated 

November 1897. 

“ 10. Three oheap grain shops were open in the Chapra town from the 29th June 
to the 10th October. Rica was sold at them at two seers per rupee cheaper than the prevail- 
ing rate. The average number relieved at them was 8,848, and inoluded not -only 
inhabitants of the town, but residents of villages within a radius of 6 to 8 miles, one of the 
most distressed tracts in the district. Their organisation was as follows. 

“ 11. They were managed by a Sub-Committee of six members. The shops were opened 
on the 29th June 1897 with a capital of Rs. 10,000. Subsequent purchases were made with 
the sale-proceeds. The total quantity of rice purchased was 6,161 maunds 7 seers 1 ehitak.for 
Rs. 29,851-6. The total quantity of rice sold was 6,161 maunds 7 seers 1 chitak. The 
cost price thereof- was Es. 30,417-12-3, and their sale-proceeds Rs. 24,221-10-3. The loss to 
the Committee, amounting to Es. 6,196-2, represents the amount aotually given away in 
relief. Sales were allowed at the rato of 4 olntaks for each child, 8 chitaks for each woman 
and 12 chitaks for each man per day. The number of persons in the families relieved, 
1896, consisted of 4,30S males, 5,139 females and 3,938 children, total 13,385. 

“ 12. The applications for purchase were made to the Chairman of the Sub-Committee 
in a printed' form, stating (1) the name of the applicant with residence and profession, (2) 
number of males, females and ohildren to be relieved, (8) quantity of grain required by them 
for their daily use, and (4) reasons for their seeking relief in this shape. The application was 
to contain a report of a Municipal Commissioner or of a member of the Relief Committee, or 
of some gehtleman residing near the applicant’s house os to the correctness of the statements 
made therein. In case of applicants residing in villages, the report was made by tho punch, 
patwari, zamindar or Government Circle Officers. Most of the applications were again enquired 
into by the Chairman or some member of the Sub-Committee. 

“ 13. If tho applicant was found fit for relief, a pass was issued to him, and his name 
registered in a register kept by the Chairman, whioh contained tho name, caste, profession 
and resideneo of tho purchaser, the quantity of grain he would bo allowed to purchase every 
week, tho number of males, females and ohildren for which the purchase was allowed, the 
name of the shop from whioh the purchase would he made, the number of the shop register, 
the date of issue of the pass and the signature of the Chairman. A pas3 was then granted 
to tho applicant under the signature of the Chairman, showing tho number of the pass, the 
name, caste, profession, residence of tho purchaser, the quantity of rice ho was allowed to 
purchase every week, the name of the shop from which he was to purohase, and the number 
of the shop register. At eaob shop also was kept a register called the shop register, which 
showed the names of tho purchasers, the quantity they were allowed to purchase every week, 
and their number in the register kept by the Chairman. A sale-book was kept at each shop 
in whioh the quantity of grain sold and the price rooeived wore entered. The entries were 
totalled every evening. Another hook, called the Jama Eharach Eahi (register of receipts 
and expenditure), was also kept at each shop, in whioh wore entered the quantity of rice 
received for sale from the goladar by the shopkeeper, the quantity sold during the day, and 
the price reoeived. . 

“ 14. The establishment for the grain-shop consisted of a goladar on Es. 15a month, 
four ohaukidars on Es. 5 a month, three clerks (one for each shop) at Rs. 8 a month, and 
three shopkeepors on Es. 3 a month. The goladar kept aocounts with dates of the grain pur- 
chased and of the grain given to the shopkeeper for sale. Every ovening the goladar took 
from -the shopkeeper the sale-proceeds of 'the day after examining the sale- books, and gave 
them receipts for the money. The goladar then remitted the money to the Chairman, who 
granted a receipt for it. The Chairman entered the amounts in his cash-hook, and remitted 
the money periodically to the Secretary, who deposited it in the treasury. 

“ 15. When a purchaser went to a shop, he presented his pass to the clerk of the shop. 
Tho clerk oompared , the pass with his shop register, and entered in tho pasB and in the 
sale-hooks the date, the quantity of rice the purohaser wished to buy (not being more than 
he was allowed to buy), and the price. The purchaser then went to the shopkeeper, and the 
shopkeoper sold the quantity noted on the pass on receipt of the price thereof. Although 
purchasers could buy at one time the whole quantity allowed to them for a week, many of 
them could not afford to do it. Many purchased twice and thrice a week and somo twice a 
day. The last class of purchasers generally belonged to the labouring olasses.” 


V 
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APPENDIX G. 

An extract from the Commissioner of Chota Nagpur’s Utter No. 1890F., dated 8th January 
1898, to the Secretary to tho Government of Bengal, Revenue Department. 

“ Tliero was for somo timo considerable uncertainty in rospoct of tiro conditions under 
wkioli payments should bo mado to distressed cultivators from, tho allotments by tho Char- 
itablo Fund, and in tho ond an unfort unuto dooision was como to, viz., that all such payments 
should bo mado oithor in tho shapo of morolv nominal loans, without security or interest, or in 
freo and unconditional gifts. Tliero can bo no doubt that a much more useful manner of 
applying this mouoy would havo been in making advaucos on exactly tho sumo torms os to 
intorest and liability to ropay as in tho caso of ordinary Government loans, with tho instruc- 
tion to district olficors added that close scrutiny into tho validity of tho socurity offered need 
not' ho mado, and that applications should not bo rejected merely on tho ground of tho 
security boing doubtful, and with tho further proviso that all recoveries should go to a 
“resorvo fund” for tho help of such cultivators as might, in tho ond, ho found to bo unablo 
to ropay their loans from tho Government fund, and wero therefore liable, under tho rules, to 
havo distress warrants oxocuted against them. An enlarged scopo for charity would , thus bo 
offored in saving insolvent debtors from being sold up; wnilo there would Lo a distinct advan- 
tage in tho district officers being ablo to mako advances from Government funds with greater 
freedom and rapidity (an important point), with tho knowledge that ho had this reservo at his 
back. Government would probably also feel itself justified in making more liberal ullotmonts, 
without fear of injury to tho interests of tho general taxpayer. Moreover, there would 
bo a decided advantage, from an administrative point of view, in all payments being mado in 
tho first instanco ou one and tho sumo system and with similar conditions attached, to cay 
nothing of tho demoralising effect likely to bo caused by' tho inevitable scramble for 
freo gifts. In tho result, tho disbursing officers found thomselvos much embarrassed by' the 
diversity of practico which was insisted on. The liopo hold out of getting relief uncondi- 
tionally necessarily actod as a direct incentive to tho fraudulent concealment of real 
circumstances, and a now difficulty was thus created. It was not reasonable to suppose 
that tho disbursing officers could discriminate in tho rush of applicants, and without 
tirao to test tho numorous claims for exceptional treatment, and thoro can, I fear, bo 
littlo doubt that a considorahlo portion of tho charitable subscriptions havo gone to 
persons who could havo repaid, at least in part, without any hardship, and that others no 
bettor or not so well off havo had to bo denied. Amongst tho unsuccessful applicouts thcro 
was naturally much heart-burning. They could not understand thoro being any dilfer- 
oneo in tho treatment of cases, and it was not possiblo for tho disbursing officers to avoid 
making mistakos. Tho fact is that tho dooision referred to roquired tho tost to ho mado at 
tho wrong timo. Tho morits of each caso of tho kind cannot ho foretold by instinct. Tho 
only practical test, whero applications are numorous and timo is short, is tho after-test, viz., 
when recovery proceedings an taken ; and it needs, I think, littlo demonstration to show that 
if tho charitablo grants had boon used in tho manuor suggested, tho combined funds (Gov- 
ernment and cliaritablo) wonld havo gono much furthor, and with more equal results than 
was possiblo undor tho restrictions imposed. Advances could have boon mndo with liberality 
and rapidity, and tho application of tho tost at tho proper timo (i.e., in tho shapo of 
recovery procoodings) would havo resulted in tho distribution of tho charitablo allotment 
exactly whon it was noedod and without any wasto. I am glad, however, to say that tho 
greater part of the grants to this Division had been disbursed in tho manner suggested beforo 
final orders bad been rocoiyod. To those who prove to bo unablo to ropay in whole or part, 
tho necessary remissions will bo mado ; and tho recoveries will bo used in saving other insol- 
vent debtors from hoing sold up.” 
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APPENDIX H. 

Lhti ofZamindan, Merchants, Pleaders and other gentlemen whoso services have 
contributed to render the operations of the Fund successful • 

Buudwan Division. 

Burdwan — 

Dr. J a^ahandhu Mittra. . 

Bata Hera Lall Barman. 

„ Bakkal Dass Banerjee. 

Mr. H. Walmsley, c.s. 

Batu Monomohun Singka. 

„ Harendro Kumar Gliose. 

,, Banka Biliary Singha. 

,, Puma Chandra Sen, Civil Hospital Assistant. 

Baja Bun Behari Kapur. 

BirbJmn — 

Mr. Bice. 

Babu Nilratna Mukerjee. 

Dr. Blaming. 

Banhura — 

Kai Bhuban Mohan Baha Bahadur. 

Bobu Kulada Prosad Mukerjee. 

„ Denonath Dey. 

„ Binode Biliary Mandul. 

Midnapore — 

Mr. K. B. Dutt, Barrister-nt-larv. 

Babu Bhuban Chandra Banerjeo. 

FLooghly — 

Bai Lolita Mohun Sinha Bahadur. 


Presidency Division. 

Sh-Parganas — 

Babu TJpendranath Sahoo. 

The Skovabazar Baj Pamily. 

Babu Muni Lall Banerjee. 

Hon’ble J. Pratt, c.s. 

Murshidabad — 

Svami Akkananda. 

Mr. Maloolm, of Kamnagar Factory. 

„ Keogh, of Sujapur Factory. 

„ Stenhouse, of Dumkole. 

Babu Oharu Krishna Mozumdar. 

Mr. Mukerji, of Berhomporo. 

Jessore — 

Maulvi Mahommed Hadeque. y 

„ Apsaruddin Khan Ckowdlmxy. 

Babu Banowari Lai Bose. 

„ Bholanath Ghose. 

„ Bhuban Ananda Okakravarti. 

„ Taruk Chandra Sen. 

„ Badha Charan Boy. 

„ Kedar Nath Sikdar. 

„ Abinash Chandra Sarkar. 

„ Kali Prossanna Sarkar. 

„ Durga Sankar Sen. 

Maulvi Syed Abul Fazel Monaim, zamindar of Mirzanugur. 
Babu Kali Das Ghosh. 


Thoso gentlemen who haro been monfcioned in tho body of tho Bcport nre not included. 
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Khulna — 

Babu Soroda Oharan Gan. .. 

Purna Ohaudra Pay. ^ 

„ Sotal Chandra Chatterji. 

Bcpin Bohari Sen. 

Deno Nath Bhattacharji. 

Nobeen Glmndi'a Mitra. . 

„ Boniola Prosad Gupta, 

Rajshahi Division. 

Bajshahi — 

Mr. Fraser Forbes. * 

,, W. Ronwiok. 

Babu Akbay Kumar Maitra, Pleader. 

„ Bhubau Mobun Maitra, Pleader. 

„ Horo Kumar Sarkar, Zamindor. 

Maulvi Syod Tulluznl Hossein. 

„ Abbas Tnlukdar._ 

Babu Hnri Pada Bannerjeo. 

„ Lai Bobari Bose. 

„ Bijoy Krishna Banorjeo. 

Mr. N. 0. Ghosh, Silk Planter of Durgapur. 

Babu Kodar Nath Madak, Assistant Surgeon of Nator. 

Dinajpur — 

Swami Trigunatila. 

Bangpur — . 

Babu Pria Nath Maittra. 

JPabna — 

Babu Kali Cburun Sen. 

„ Gopal Chundra Laliiri. 

„ Nagoiulra Nath Sauyal. 

„ Hari Mobun Lahiri. 


Dacca — 


Dacca Division. 


Nawab Sir Asbanullah, Khan Bahadur, k.o.i.h. 
Raja Rajondra Naruin, Rai Bahadur. 

Babu Lai Mobun Saba Banikya. 


Mymcnsingh — 

Maharaja Kumud Chandra Singh, of Susang. 

Eai Endha Ballab Cliaudluui Bahadur. 

Babu Dbarani Kant Lahiri. 

Mr. R. T. Dundas. 

Babu Umesb Chandra Chakravarti. 

„ Dovendra Bijay Bose. 

„ Bipin Bihari Chatterji. 

„ Chandra Sekhar Kar. 

„ Hom Chaudra Chowdhry, of Ambaria. 
Maharaja Surjya Kant Aeharjya. 

Babu Jngat Kishoro Aoharja Chaudhuri. 

Rai Jogendra Kishoro Rai Bahadur. 

Srimati Biswaswari Debi, 

Srixnati Jahnuvi Chaudhurani, and • 

Srimati Bindubashini Chaudhurani, of Kagmori, 
Nawab Sir Ahsanulla Baba dm-, of Dacca. 

Rani Homanta Kurnari Debi, of Pat ia. 

Maharaja Jagadindra Nath Rai, of Nator. 
Faridpur — 

Babu Satis Chundra Das, 

Babu Ambika Char an Mozumdnr. 


■ Ciiittagonq Division. 

Noakhali — 

Dr. Yipina Chundra Ray. 

"Babu D ashoda Kumar Roy. , 

„ RajoniKanta Aich. 

The Sub-Manager of the Bhalua Estate. 

Miss Saker, of tho Baptist Mission. 
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Patna Division, 

Patna — 

'Babu Bam Aniigra Narain Singli. 

Syad Tajammal Hossain Khan. 

Syad Fazl Imam, Khan Bahadur. 

Syad Badshali Nawab. 

• Maulvi Jan at Hasain Khan. 

Mr. Sharfuddin, Barrister- at-Law. 

Mtrnshi Surjya Kumar. - 
Babu Guru Das Chakrabarti, 

„ Purnendra Narain Sinha. 

Gaya — 

Maulvi Mokiuddin Ahmad. • 

Mr. W. J. Howard, Barrister-at-Law. 

„ A. -Halim, ditto. 

„ N. Shah, ditto. 

Babu Dpendra Chandra Mittra, Pleader# 

Maulvi Khairat Ahmad, Pleader. 

The Mohunt of Bodh Gaya. 

Mr. It. Corydon. 

Shahalad — 

Mr. P. H. Harding, c.s. 

„ E. Mylne, of Jagdispur. 

Babu Mathura Nath Banerjea, Pleader. 

. „ Cliatarbhuj Sahai, Pleader and Zamindar. 
The Mnharani of Dumraon. 

Babu Makanand Sahai. 

Saran — 

Babu Audh Behari Saran Misser. 

Mr. F. F. Lyall, c.s. 

„ Lister, c.s. 

„ Ooutts, c.s. 

Ghamparan — 

The Maharani of Bettiah. 

Babu Krisknadkan Mukerjea. 

Maulvi Wakiduddin Haider. 

Mr. T. M. Gibbon, o.i.e. 

„ J. B. Lowis. 

The Motihari Braneli of the Tkeosophioal Sooiety. 
Babu Audh Bihari Snran. 

Mualvi Muhammad Ibrahim. 

Babu Ganendra Nath Bose. 

„ Tez Bahadur Bana. 

Mr. P. W. Smith, of Seeraha. 

„ F. Boxwell. 

„ J: B. Wood, c.s. 

„ H. Goupland, c.s. 

Babu Sarat Chandra Chatterji. 

Muzaffarpur — 

Babu Yishvanath Pershad Mahta. 

„ Bamji Pershad. 

„ Ambika Pershad. 

Bev. H. Jackson. 

Maulvi Ali Mirza. 

Darlhanga — 

Mr. Blackwood, c.s. 

„ Smither, c.s. 

Babu IJmapada Bose. 

Mr. 'Wright, of Kkajauli. 

„ Bonny, of Phulparas. 

W. B. Hnycook, c.s. 

„ Fallet, of Singhya. 

„ Webb, of Warisnagar. 

„ Simmonds. 

„ Hume. 

„ Coventry. 

„ Bawlins. 
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Bhagalpur Division. 

Monghyr — 

Bobu Karunamoy Banorjeo. 

„ Site Santa Ghosh. . ’ • 

Bovd. B. Evans. 

Mrs. Bien. 

Maulvi Eazul Karim. 

Abdur Babman. 

Bovd. Mr. Maophail. 

Mr. H. Christian. , 

Maliarafa Sir Bavaneshar Prnshad Singh, ii.c.i.b, of Giuhour. 
Babu Tarini Prosbad, of Bobini. 

„ Laohmi Prashad Singha, of Sakarpura. 

Bhagalpur — 

Mahasay Taraknatb Ghoso. 

Maharaja of Sonbursa, c.i/e. 

Baja Shib Chandra Bannorji. 

Babu Tilakdhari Lai. 

Malda— 

Babu Hari Nath Pnlit. 

„ Bati Kanta Ohowdhury. 

Mr. J. B. Hollow. 

Babu Baj Narain Mukorjeo. 

„ Sarat Chandra Boy Ohowdhury. 

Saiithal Parganas — 

Babu Girish Chundra Doy. 

Dr. Kolly. 

Babu Chundra Narain Gupta. 

Bai Sital Chandra Nihar Bahadur. 


Cuttack — 


Orissa Division. 


Babu Gopal Bullub Das. 

„ Braja Durlav Hazra. 

„ Tara Prosonno Aoharjee. 


Puri — 

Babu Haris Chundra Ghosh. 
„ Sosi Bhusnn Ghosh. 


Chota Nagpur Division. 

Hazaribagh — 

Mr. Clair Smith. 

„ A. W. Wardo- Jones. 

Babu Seo Sahai Lai. 

„ Suresh Chander Das. 

„ Krishna Chander Ghoso. 

Dr. A. H. Nott. 

Akhauxi Brahma Deo Narain Sing. 

Babu Narendra Kumar Ghosh. 

„ Adharkali Mukhorji. 

„ Kalyan Singh. 

„ Jay Narain Sarkar. 

„ Satis Chander Sen. 

Maulvi Wahiduddin Ahmed. 

Dr. K. Kennedy, of the Dublin Mission. 

Babu Aghore Nath Ohatterjee. 

Lohardaga— 

The missionaries and pastors of the Banchi Anglican Mission and tho missionaries 
of ' the Bonian Catholio Mission in Chota Nagpur. 

The missionaries and pastors of the German Evangelical Lutheran (Gossnor’a) 
Mission m the Lohardaga distriot. v ' 

Mr. B. C. Boy, Barrister-at-Law. 

Bara Lall Mirtunjoy Nath Sahi Deo, of Palkote, 

Bai Naba Krishna Bai Saheb. ■ > 

Babu Sarada Kumar Aikat. 

„ Durga Charan. 

»» Abinash Chandra Mitra. 
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Palamau — 

Rai Tkakurai Govind Prosad Singh Bahadur, Zamindar. 
Thakurai Jaclu Nath Singh. 

Baku Ram Glnmm Singh. 

Rai Kishun Bus Rai Bahadur. 

Baku Kketter Lai Singka. 

„ Nagendra Nath Mukerjee. 

„ Rakhal Mohun Banerjee. 

„ Paresh Chundra Dutta. 

„ Madhu Sudan Banerjee. 

Mnnshi Anokhi Lai. 

Maulvi Syed Akram Hossein, Zamindar. 

„ Abdul Sutter. 

Thakur Jagadiswar Doyal Singh, Zamindar. 

Kuor Lai ji wan Singh. 

Baku Moti Lai Sirkar. 

„ Ram Chundra Banerjee, 

Manbhum — 

Babu Prosonno Kumar Dey, retired Assistant Surgeon. 

„ Rajani Kanta Sirkar, Pleader. 

Singlibhum — 

Baku Mohini Mohun Ghosh, Pleader. 

„ Nalini Mohun Sauyal. 

„ Kali Pada Ghosh. 
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No. 1656 . 

* 

From 

E.‘N. BAKER, Esq., C.S., 

Honorary Secretary, Bengal Branch, 

Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund. 

To 

The VICE-CHAIRMAN and HONORARY SECRETARY, 

Central Committee, 

Indian Eamine Charitable Relied Fund. 


Custom House , Calcutta , the 24th February 1898. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to forward herewith the final balance sheet 
of the, Bengal Branch of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, showing 
the receipts and expenditure from the 1st November to the final closing of 
the fund. All balances belonging to the General Fund have now been called 
in, and the balance now in my hands is R82, 069-6-6. A cheque for this 
amount is enclosed herewith, and an acknowledgment is requested. 

2. If any further sums* should hereafter be received, they will be forwarded 
to you in due course. 

3. As I have now no funds left, it will be necessary for the Central 
Committee to remit to me from time to time any sums that may be required 
for expenditure in despatching bales of clothing to their destination. 


I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

E. N. BAKER, 
Honorary Secretary. 

* Note.— A further sum of RiCI-iS-3 has since been returned to the Central Committee. 

H. E. M. J.,— 28-2-98. 




FORM C. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1397 , 
PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF BENGAL. 
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Honorary Secretary, 

Bengal Provincial Committee, Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund. 




BOMBAY PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE. 


Report on the Operations of the Fund in the Bombay Presidency. 


PART I. 

Of the 125,000 square miles which constitute the area of British territory 
Affected areas. in the Bombay Presidency - some 58,000 square 

miles have been affected by famine, the tract of 
country involved embracing Khandeish, the Deccan, and the Southern Mahratta 
country. The great bulk of the people inhabiting this region depend directly or 
indirectly on the production of the land for their means of livelihood. Important 
trade centres are few and far between, and local artisans, such as the makers 
of agricultural implements and of domestic utensils, the weavers of cloth and 
the potters look to the local cultivator as the principal buyer of their wares. 
When, therefore, he suffers scarcity or famine the village handicraftsmen are at 
once similarly affected. Scarcity and famine in India are both a matter of 
water. The ripening influence of the sun never fails, but though excess of rain 
may cause scarcity by drowning the germinating seed or rotting the growing 
crops in the ground, it is almost invariably a deficiency of rainfall which is 
responsible for famine. Parts of the tract of country under review are every 
year peculiarly liable to famine, both the south-west and north-east monsoons 
passing over them without discharging the life-giving fluid, and throughout the 
area the rainfall is usually capricious and uncertain. In the Northern Districts, 
bordering on the Ghats, the rainfall early in the south-west monsoon of 1896 was 
sufficient and in places excessive, but elsewhere, and specially towards the south 
and east, it was below the average. And by the end of August — a full month 
to six weeks before the usual time — the south-west monsoon was practically 
over, the subsequent light and partial showers being too scanty to prevent the 
growing crops from withering. The people lived in hopes from day to day that 
since there was some little rain here and there, any moment might bring relief 
in the shape of copious showers. But they were doomed to disappointment, no 
considerable fall occurring until towards the end of November, when the mis- 
chief was done as far as the kharif crops were concerned, though it enabled 
a good start to be made with the rabi or cold weather crops. 

The state of affairs had been watched with anxiety by His Excellency the 
Governor and the Officers of the affected districts. Test works were already 
being opened by the authorities and arrangements made to meet a period of 
distress and scarcity. The situation, however, did not develop sufficiently until 
December to admit of general recognition that a widespread and severe 
famine was threatening in the immediate future over nearly half the Presidency, 
and that private charity on a large scale would be necessary to assist the 
public measures of relief. 

His Excellency, anticipating that troubles were ahead, had kept in touch with 

some few ofjthe leading citizens of Bombay, to whom 
inaugura meeting. he eX p] a j ne ^ his v | ews 0 f the situation, and acting 

on his advice and suggestions, on the 10th December 1896 the first overt act 
took place to enlist the sympathies of the public. On that day in the Hall of 
the Municipal Corporation a preliminary meeting was held, at which a resolution 
was passed formally inviting His Excellency Lord Sandhurst, G.C.I.E., Governor 
of Bombay, to preside at a meeting to be convened by the Sheriff and to be held 
in the Town Hall for the purpose of considering what measures of relief should 
be undertaken, and a provisional Committee was formed and provisional Secre- 
taries were appointed to complete all arrangements. 

A week later— the 1 7th December— a large and representative gathering took 

- 1 *• m to Sheriff’s 


Formation of Committee. 


place at the Town Hall m response 
invitation, His Excellency presiding on the occasion, 
when a resolution was carried unanimously to the effect “ that in the opinion 
of this meeting the time has now come when measures must be adopted for 
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, u • f*^r>= j-n alleviate the sufferings caused by the scarcity 
inviting further subscriptions ■ |> (|]e Presil l ency ." A very large General 

which now prevails m many f < aut h or ity to constitute an Executive 

Committee was forthwith formed Secretaries were nominated to 

Seor^Corton, ‘sheriff ofTombay, in the Chair, the following Executive Com- 

mittee was appointed rnrmn 
General W. F. Gatacrc, C.B., D.S.O. 

The Hon. Mr. A. F. Beaufort. 

G, Cotton, Esq. 

G. Lund, Esq. 

The Hon. Mr. N. N. Wadia, C.I.E. 

S. M. Moses, Esq. 

Dr. Cawasjec Hormusjcc, G.U..M.U. 

Dinshaw Eduljec Watcha, Esq. . n 

The Hon. Mr. A. M. Dharamsi, B.A., LL.li. 

Sulleman A. Wahed, Esq. 

Ghellabhai Haridass, Esq. 

Govindjec Thackersey Mooljcc, Esq. 

The Hon. Mr. J. U. Yajnik. 

Harkisondass Narotanulass, Esq. 

Vijbhukandass Atmaram, Esq. 

Dr. Bhalchandra Krishna, L.M. 

Surgcon-Lieutcnant-Colonel G. \\ atcrs. 

The Revd. D. Mackichan, M.A., D.D. 

At the same time, the following Secretaries and Treasurers were nominated: 
Messrs G Cotton, Ghellabhai Haridass, Dr. Bhalchandra Krishna, Surgeon- 
Lieutenant-Colonel G. Waters, Dr. Cawasjee Hormusjee and the Hon. Mr. 
N N Wadia and A. M. Dharamsi, with the Mon. Mr. Wadia and Mr. Bezonjee 
N* Capadia as keepers of the minutes of proceedings and the accounts of the . 

Fund 

Un A liberal response met the appeal of the Bombay Presidency Famine Fund, 

as it was called, and the Honorary Secretaries, who 
Bombay Presidency Famine entered into their duties with much energy, were 

Fund - soon in possession of a considerable sum of money. 

The best agency for distributing the charity was naturally the object of grave 
consideration. The Collectors of the affected Districts were already applying 
the measures of relief sanctioned by Government, and to avoid overlapping or 
misapplication, it was determined to invite these gentlemen to be our almoners, 
and it is to them and to those associated with them that the subscribers are 
deeply indebted for the careful and judicious expenditure of our funds. 

Meanwhile, other provinces were feeling the pinch of famine, and, relief 

having become an Imperial question, the Indian 
Charitable relief. Charitable Relief Fund was founded with the follow- 

ing declared objects : — 

I. — To supplement the subsistence ration, which alone is provided from 

public funds, by the addition of small comforts — whether of food 
or clothing — for the aged or infirm, for the patients in hospital, 
for children, and the like. 

II. — To provide for the maintenance of orphans. 

HI, — To relieve the numerous poor but respectable persons who will 
endure almost any privation rather than apply for Government 
relief, accompanied as it must be by official enquiry into, and by 
some kind of test of, the reality of destitution which is to be 
relieved. 

IV.— To restore to their original position, when acute distress has subsided, 
those who have lost their all in the struggle, and to give them a 
fresh start in life. 

As it was not deemed ■ desirable to have two organizations for the same 
Amalgamation of the Bombay work in this Presidency, a meeting of subscribers 
Presidency Famine Fund with the took place at the Secretariat on the 15th February 
I. F. C. R. Fund. . 1897, under the presidency of His Excellency the 

Governor, when it was resolved that the Bombay Presidency Famine Fund be 
merged in the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund and be known as the 



Bombay Branch thereof. Immediately after this meeting, Mr. Cotton submitted 
to his co-secretaries a memorandum for distribution of a lakh of rupees 
amongst the affected districts, and, the scheme being approved, the remittances 
were forthwith made. 

The Bombay Branch of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund was now 
fairly started, and, so far as the public is concerned, the centre of interest shifts 
from Bombay to the- Famine Districts themselves. These will be treated 
separately later on, but in the meantime it is our duty to deal with somewhat 
drier material in the form of figures and statistics. 


PART II. 


RECEIPTS— 

From the Central Executive Committee 
Local subscriptions from this province 

R 

a. 

A 

Bombay .... 


. 1,58,268 

4 

7 

Bhownugger ...» 

« 

• 26,857 

0 

0 

Aden ..... 

t 

• 18,791 

8 

9 

Kathiawar .... 

• 

. 19,800 

1 1 

3 

Khandeish .... 


- ! 1,500 

11 

1 

Ahmednagar .... 

• 

. 10,104 

12 

0 

Ahmedabad .... 

* 

. 8,000 

0 

0 

Bijapore .... 

• 

• 6,385 

0 

0 

Belgaum .... 

• 

• 6,389 

8 

0 

Porebunder .... 

« 

3,894 

14 

5 

Broach ..... 

• 

3,018 

5 

0 

Savantwadi .... 

* 

• 2,133 

• 7, 8 74 

12 

0 

Panchmahals and Rewa Kantlia 

• 

13 

6 

Thana ..... 

• 

• i,i 75 

0 

0 

Khaira ..... 

• 

. 2,590 

0 

0 

Mahikantha .... 

• 

L 734 

0 

0 

Sholapore . 

l 

. 1,460 

0 

0 

Sattara ..... 

• 

1,190 

0 

0 

Baroda , , . . . 

• 

. 1,050 

0 

0 

Lathi State .... 

I 

. 500 

0 

0 

Kolaba ..... 

• 

• 375 

12 

0 

Karwar ..... 

• 

. 1,200 

0 

0 

Dhollera 

« 

• 319 

0 

0 

Wudwan .... 

• 

. 460 

0 

0 

Veerumgaum .... 

• 

• 305 

0 

0 

Ran pur 

• 

. 241 

0 

0 

Poona . . . . . 

• 

. 1 90 

5 

6 

Sholapore (From another District) 

• 

. 10 

0 

0 


R a, p. 
13,64,250 o o 


2,95,819 6 1 


Total , ^16,60,069 6 1 


The generous help the Central Executive Committee was able to give, 
forming as it did some 82 per cent, of the total sum we have had to deal with, 
was of inestimable assistance, and we join in grateful acknowledgments to the 
subscribers. 

Our local subscriptions have received due acknowledgment from time 
. . to time through the newspapers, but. in this con- 

Subscnptions. nection we are not unmindful of the good work 

done by local collectors at what, though doubtless a labour of love, must have 
.involved considerable personal inconvenience and toil. Space does not permit 
of our recording their names, but their devotion and assistance we thankfully 
acknowledge and highly appreciate. In addition to the contributions in cash 
which have reached us from the public, there have been many generous gifts of 
grain, clothing and fodder for cattle which find no record in our returns. To 
these benefactors we, on behalf of the recipients, also tender our thanks. 

Expenditure. 

Note.— Owing to change in personnel in one or two Talukas and the advent of plague, the District 
'Officers at Nasik have been unable as yet to furnish complete returns up to the 31st October. It must be 
understood, therefore, that any amounts cf expenditure appearing in the accompanying account forms 
under the head of Nasik are approximate only, and that the statistics dealt with herein are affected by 
the absence of the returns from this district, insomuch that, although the total expenditure under each of 
the four primary Objects of the Fund includes the amount estimated to have been actually spent at Nasik 
by the 31st October, particulars of the proportions disbursed under the various' sub-headings arc not 
available. 
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Object I. 


„ . , rations which alone are provided from public funds, by the addition of 

T ° S ^mall Comforts— whether of food or of clothing-for the aged or infirm, for the patients m hospital, for 
children, and the like. 

It is to be observed that the heads of expenditure under Objects I and III 
are not dissimilar, but whereas the former provides for measures of assistance to 
those who have already come under Government relief, Object III applies to 
those who have had only the Fund to look to for succour. Although, therefore, 
the same classes of expenditure have to be dealt with more or less under Objects 
I and III, there is the difference to which we have drawn attention between 


them. 

The total sum spent on Object I aggregates Ri, S3, 090-1 2-4, the cost of 
clothing amounting to more than half the amount. 

(a) The resources of the people having been exhausted in providing food 
to keep body and soul together, most of them had, before they 
became subjects of Government relief, not been in a position to 
replenish their scanty wardrobes and spend the one or two 
rupees which ordinarily would have sufficed to clothe them and 
their families. The result was that in many instances a state of 
almost nudity followed on semi-starvation. During our operations, 
articles of clothing to persons in receipt of Government relief 
were provided for 109,531 men, women, and children at a cost of 
R8 1, 487-6- 1. Of these, 207 persons in the Sholapur District and 
303 in the Poona District were the recipients of articles sent out 
from Home. It is recorded that several of the garments of 
European cut, made doubtless at considerable trouble and expense 
to the generous donors at Home, had to be materially altered 
before they could be worn. Such things as waistcoats and coats 
of all sizes can always be made use of, but it may be as well to 
mention that the most useful of all gifts in the shape of clothing 
for ordinary Hindu country people are strips of cotton cloth, 8 
yards of which, 36" to 40" wide, will clothe an ordinary sized 
woman, whilst 4<\ yards, 40" to 45" wide, will clothe an 
ordinary sized man. Without the aid of thread and needle or 
the addition of buttons, hooks and eyes, the villagers of both 
sexes can dress themselves according to their wants quite decently 
and comfortably with materials of the dimensions given. In 
Bijapur and Sholapur the demand on account of clothing was 
greatest, over 63 per cent, of the total relieved being in these 
Districts. Purchases of clothing consisting for the most part of 
cotton cloth were effected locally at current rates, and the money 
thus put in circulation was a great help to the localities where it 
was spent. The weaving industry, which is carried on throughout 
the affected districts more or less to supply local requirements, 
was helped to the extent of R40, 635-0-0 by purchases on account 
of the Fund under Object I. How the weavers were thus enabled to 
keep at work will be found explained in Mr. Sheppard’s Report 
on Bijapur (vide Part III) and arrangements of a somewhat 
similar nature to those therein specified obtained elsewhere. 
Further purchases were made from petty shop-keepers — a class 
which necessarily suffers greatly in such unhappy times — to the 
extent, of about R27,ooo-o-o, and cloth merchants were also 
patronised at a cost of some R7 ,ooo-o»o only. In addition to 
direct gifts of clothing, 2,613 persons had money allowances total- 
in g & 3 >° 57 * 4 '° to enable them to purchase their requirements. 

( 3 ) In nearly all our Districts Government opened poor-houses and 
kitchens, or both, to help those who from old age, debility, tender 
years, or other causes were unable to labour on the test works 
and so earn money. The necessaries supplied by Government to 
these institutions were ordinarily adequate, but it can be. readily 
■ understood that cases arose from time to time for .which Govern- 
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ment could make no provision, and it is here that another sphere 
of usefulness opened up for us. The total expenditure under this 
head amounts to £7,271, of which a p'ortion was spent in supply- 
ing little comforts such as milk, lime-juice, vegetables, medical 
luxuries and various other small items, to a number of poor people 
who were sadly in want of them. Over £5,000-0-0 of the amount 
disbursed under this heading was spent in Satara, where kitchens 
were opened under the auspices of the Fund in two out-of-the-way 
places where there was a good deal of suffering. These kitchens 
were started at the end of May and from that time up to the end 
of October nearly 20,000 people were fed there, the highest 
number in one day being 782. In Khandeish, too, R 1,000-0-0 
were spent on a similar object, and the relief thus afforded proved 
a great boon to the people. 


(c) (i) — Another- outlet for our charity was in supplementing the wage 

on famine relief works by small grants 
mine P r^e?t n oruf. thewage “ Fa ' of money or food. It not infrequently 

happened that people when first com- 
ing on the works, emaciated and weak by privation, were in need of 
something more thanjthey could obtain in the ordinary way, and 
such exceptional cases were carefully gone into on their merits and 
small sums awarded. A total of £9,556-13-4 was expended in 
this way on persons in receipt of Government relief outside poor- 
houses. Sholapur in little over four months spent £4,000-0-0 
odd, and Bombay in a little over two months £4,600-0-0, the other 
payments making up the balance being at Ahmednugger and 
Bijapur. 

(it) — In supplementing the Government dole in cases of gratuitous 
Supplementing the Government relief, Sholapur spent 81,378-12-6, 
dole in cases of gratuitous relief. and Ahmednugger 895-3-6. 


(tit ) — In providing meals for children or aged and infirm persons about 
. . ., . relief works £9,950-0-1 1 were dis- 

, Meals for children. . tributed, Sholapur, Bijapur and 

Ahmednugger practically taking the whole amount. 


(d) Other relief under Object I amounts to £38,845-3-8, and was dis- 

, . . bursed in a number of ways on items 

Other relief under object I. wh ; ?h hard]y c(?me under the sub . 

headings previously dealt with. In Bijapur, for instance, 
' R4, 649-7-1 1 over a period of seven months was expended in 
casual donations to destitute poor, numbering 3,937 persons. In 
Sholapur it was only necessary to expend £18-10-10 for the 
purpose of sending 26 men to relief works, but at Ahmednugger, 
where the relief works were further off, it cost £3,410-10-8 to assist 


2,602 persons in all to go from the poorhouses to the relief 
works and from the relief works to their villages and so on. In 
Khandeish it was found convenient to put no less than £21,674-11-6 
under this head, it being somewhat difficult to differentiate 
between Government-assisted people and others. From April to 
October grain distributed by the Khandeish Committees to the 
aged, infirm, blind, etc., absorbed R9, 579-1-1 in the relief of 6,232 
persons, and money grants to 3,173 persons similarly afflicted 
took £8,086-14-1. The test works in this District consisted of 
breaking stones for road-metal, and in the blistering sun of the 
hot weather, with the land parched to a dull brown, little cover 
available, and no vegetation worth speaking of anywhere about, the 
poor folk engaged in this labour found their greatest trouble from 
the blazing sun in which their work had to be carried out. The 
thing they most desired at the time was shade, and although it 
would appear at first sight that an expenditure from our funds to 
protect these poor people from the sun’s rays was hardly of that 
personal nature which would come under the heading of “small 
comforts,” no exception can be taken to the action of the Collector 
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in providing some 20,000 people with the protection they so 
urgently required at a cost of 84,008-12-4. The shades he per- 
mitted to be constructed were mostly of cloth stretched on 
bamboos, and when the hot weather was over and the rains broke, 
the cloth was used for clothing and bedding, and the bamboos 
and bamboo matting were converted into cash, the proceeds being 
devoted for the supply of clothing. Satara spent 8780-11-0 on 
miscellaneous items such as clothing poor people, sending them 
to relief works, and giving them the wherewithal to return to their 
villages. In the Poona District an expenditure of 87,326-1-9 
was incurred in supplementary measures of relief. For instance 
2,778 wanderers and paupers received from April to October the 
sum of 82,666-2-5. It cost R652-3-6 to send 796 persons back 
to their villages after closing up the relief works, whilst the 
purchase of grain for poor persons and some miscellaneous 
grants in cash absorbed the balance of 84,007-1 i-io.. In 
Belgaum, during a period of four months, 94 famine-stricken 
patients were "fed in the hospital at a cost of 8349-0-6, and 
five destitute persons on one occasion were fed for Ro-i 1-3. In 
Dharwar, from the end of May to the end of October, grain was 
provided for some 819 persons at a cost of R635-2-3. 

Object II. 

To provide for the maintenance of orphans. 

Great as has been the distress over the affected districts of the Bombay 

Presidency, the timely precautions of Government 
0rphans ' and the supplemental aid from our funds have pre- 

vented almost any loss of life directly attributable to famine. As a conse- 
quence, the provision for waifs and strays deprived of their natural protectors 
and guardians has not been extensive. Of course, instances of children being 
left orphans have not been uncommon, but, as our interest in such children is 
confined to those who have arrived at this condition by famine only, the number 
has not been large, and in the great majority of cases relatives or friends have 
come forward and claimed the little ones. In several Districts, therefore, it is 
estimated that no permanent provision for orphans will be necessary. Our ex- 
penditure on their account has amounted to 813,083-3-7, of which 82,583-3-7 
represents the total expenditure on those children who have already left our 
care. In Sholapur a grant of 8500-0-0 was made to the foundling institution 
at Pandharpur. In Ahmednagar 82,000-0-0 has been reserved to meet possible 
charges under this head, andjat Nasik 810,000-0-0 has been remitted to the 
orphanage there by the local Committee for the support and education of 30 
orphans. 


Object III. 


To 


relieve the numerous poor but respectable persons who will endure almost any privation rather than 
apply for Government relief, accompanied, as it must be, by official enquiry into, and some kind of 
test of» the reality of the destitution which is to be relieved. 


In Object III we deal with classes of persons who from one cause or 
Clothing. another have not been able to avail themselves of 

relief from Government under the rules provided for 
the purpose by the State. In Ahmednagar and Poona 260 persons under this 
category were given articles of clothing sent out from Home, and we provided 
39 > 5 ° 7 . P 00r folk with various articles of apparel and blankets. Our total 
expenditure under Object III amounts to 81,60,998-12-3, ' of which clothing 
absorbs 833,655.8-0. Two hundred and eighty-four persons received 8579-1 2-5 
to purchase their requirements, and, as in Object I, we paid to— 


Local weavers .... 
Petty Shop-keepers 

* • 

» • 

• 

* 

*6,33° 

7)854 

113 

a. 

10 4 

* 

Large Cloth Dealers , 

• « 


0 u 
$ 4 

or cotton goods and blankets. 



T 
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(C) In grain or cooked food our doles to respectable poor amounted to 

Doles Of grain or cooked food. 8 .33,7°4-°-9' Nearly all the famine districts fur- 
nished some measure of relief in this direction, and, 
in addition to these gifts, sums of money, aggregating 873,182-13-1, were distri- 
buted (D) in cash to respectable poor for purchase of food. The distribution 
of this relief involved very heavy work on the part of all those officers who 
made it. For it was necessary to obtain by personal enquiry information as to 
the merits of each case, and very frequently, where Mahommedans were con- 
cerned, to actually go into their houses and find how they were circumstanced 
in order to give them the assistance they badly wanted, but would not ask for. 
That this work was well and carefully done is recognised by all parties and 
many lives have doubtless been saved by the fatherly solicitude extended to the 
people in this way. 

(E) One of the most useful forms of relief has been the establishment of 

Cheap grain shops. cheap grain shops Like most people who have 

goods to sell gram dealers were not above embrac- 
ing an opportunity of putting up prices and feathering their own nests at the 
expense of their poorer neighbours. And when the district authorities came 
to the conclusion that local rates for food-grains were largely in excess of 
what the circumstances demanded, it was customary, by the help of charitably 
disposed individuals, to make arrangements to import food-supplies from out- 
side and sell them at such rates as fitted in with the resources of the people, 
limiting of course the quantities which any one person could obtain. It 
was needful to look very sharply after the carrying out of the restrictions 
imposed, for poverty and ignorance tend to sharpen the intellect on finan- 
cial matters and many were the dodges attempted, and sometimes success- 
fully carried out, to secure at below current rates more than a due share of 
the supplies the cheap grain shops made available. To meet the loss on these 
transactions, our contributions come to 818,491-3-0, and the expenditure is 
confined to Bijapur, Sholapur, Ahmednagar and Nasik only. It must not be un- 
derstood, however, that these were the only places where cheap grain shops were 
to be found, for we hear of them in several places and they were usually carried 
on by individuals or communities to aid the many at the cost of a few. Most 
extensive organizations to this end appear to have obtained in the Khandesh 
District, where a great deal of charity was developed which did not pass through 
our hands. The richer classes of the native community in this district appear 
to have been. most keenly alive to the wants of their poorer neighbours, and by 
their action showed that they were willing to give generously in time, trouble 
and money to meet the distress. No less than forty grain shops are reported 
by Mr. Cumine to have been established in his district. The capital made 
available is put down at over a lakh of rupees, and during a period of ten months 
an average of over 11,000 people per mensem availed themselves of the facilities 
afforded. About thirty places where food was distributed in this district are 
also mentioned as the outcome of private benevolence. We have dwelt at some 
length on this subject of cheap grain shops with a view of showing what an 
extremely useful form of charity they may become when famine stalks through 
the land and the rapacity of local grain sellers requires to be kept in check. 

(F) Miscellaneous expenditure under Object III amounts to 81,965-11-2, 

and a good deal of it might well have come under 
ob^ect C lii ane ° US expend,ture under more definite heads, but the sums spent, however, 
0 J ' may not have been covered exactly by any single 

one of the sub-divisions before given. One thousand six hundred and sixteen people 
have been relieved by these miscellaneous expenses at a cost of under 81-4.0 
per head. In Gokak, within the Belgaum Collectorate, the weavers were badly hit, 
as they were unable to realize the produce of their looms, and the Municipality 
came to their rescue and made purchases from them to the value of 89,670-5-1 1. 
We advanced the money, of which 83,670-5-11 has already been returned, and 
the whole sum will probably be refunded in course of time. 


Object IV. 

To restore to their original position, when acute distress has subsided those who have lost theirall 
in the struggle and to give them a fresh start in life. 

By far the heaviest demands on our resources have been made for Object 



IV. We show an expenditure of R 9 >° 9 < 2 5 f* 1 3 * 7 > 

. Supply of Cattle and Seed. U p to the 31st October, and the. major portion of 

the 3 i lakhs remaining in the hands of the district committees, on that 
date has since been expended on the objects covered by this section. In a 
land where agricultural appliances driven by steam are unknown, and where 
horses are never used for field operations, the whole of the important processes 
of ploughing and harrowing are carried out by oxen and buffaloes.. It is not 
easy for those who have had no practical acquaintance with the life of the 
cultivator in India to appreciate the enormous part played by the bovine tribe in 
village life, and of all animals the cow and the she-buffalo and their offspring are 
the most precious and valuable. The Hindu who described the. cow as “India’s 
foster-mother” was not unhappy in his simile, and without this patient, hardy, 
and hard-working race, the cultivation of the soil, as at present conducted, would 
be impossible. In times of famine where the food grains of the people have failed 
to mature, there is invariably terrible distress and loss of life amongst the poor 
dumb creatures who likewise look to the soil for their sustenance. Human beings 
human ingenuity and forethought may save from the terrible consequences of 
drought, but the cattle perish, and with the cattledepart the means of cultivating 
the land when kindly nature once more “ smiles with life-giving tears.” When 
the village wells have run low, the river-beds become stony or sandy wastes and 
the cracked earth shows no sign of vegetation, it is unspeakably sad to see the 
cattle reduced to mere skin and bones, sad-eyed and patient to the end, waiting 
their doom. Often this comes in the shape of sudden death from the butchers’ 
knife, for bones and horns and skin are marketable commodities. But the last 
possession a pious Hindu would think of parting with to keep his own body and 
soul together are the faithful cattle he owns, and many a cow, buffalo and ox are 
led off to the jungles there to live or perish as Providence shall decree when 
their owners can no longer supply them with food and water. What the death 
rate has been amongst the horned cattle of the famine districts of this Presidency 
it is difficult to say, but in Bijapur alone (one of the worst districts it is true) no 
less than 200,000 are estimated. to have perished. At an all-round value of 
R25 per head, the loss in this district alone is represented by the enormous 
sum of R50, 00, 000-0-0. Large, therefore, as has been our expenditure on cattle 
and careful as have been the uses to which we have applied our purchases and 
their final distribution, it will be apparent that we have only as it were ameliorated 
the very outskirts of the distress. By judicious management on the part of 
local authorities, however, and excellent administration by the Collectors, large 
tracts of country which would otherwise have lain fallow have been ploughed, 
sown, and reaped, but it will be years, with the most favourable seasons, ere the 
ryot is once more in. a moderately prosperous condition. In addition to "charges 
for the purchase, hire, feeding and care of cattle, considerable sums were spent 
on the purchase of. seed grain, and in this manner we were enabled to assist 
over 125,000 cultivators and to give them a fresh start in life. As showing 
how relatively insignificant were the losses which people other than husband- 
men suffered during the famine, it is only necessary to state that our expenses 
in providing artisans and others with, the wherewithal to start life again amount 
to only R7,ooo ; and out of the miscellaneous expenditure, mostly incurred at 
Poona, of R 2,020- 1 2, all but a few rupees went for the maintenance of agricul- 
turists. ° 


Object V. 

Under this heading are grouped the cost of office and contingent expenditure 

Office and contingent eipen- ^ j printing. . The total ^j^OO^ts to H3, 525 * 7 * 7 : 

diture. a refund in respect of K53"8-8 will be effected. 

The heaviest item appearing in the accounts is 
one of Raoo odd for cost of printing, lighting, etc., in connection with the 
public meeting held at the Town Hall on the 17th December 1896. But taking 
all these items into consideration, our expenses amount to Rq 471-14-11 
only against an expenditure on the four objects of the fund aggregating to 
R 1 2, 36, 424-9-9, thus showing a proportion of Ro- 2 8 per cent, or a little over 
Ro-4-5 per R100 expended. 
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PART III. 

The Districts. 
Whilst thejecords at our disposal would enable us 

i /* . i * * 


District reports. 


. - — to give very full parti- 

culars of the procedure adopted in each district for 
the distribution of chari table relief, it will, we think, 
be more convenient if we deal with one district exhaustively and explain what was 
done in the others, .as briefly ‘as possible. We, therefore, propose to take the 
district of Bijapur as our type, and we _feel sure that the able, complete, and 
instructive reports penned by Mr. G.D. Panse, C.S., the Collector, President of the 
Local Committee, and by Mr. W. D. Sheppard, I.C.S., Chairman of the Local Com- 
mittee, cannot fail to be of interest to the subscribers, and be appreciated by them. 


Bijapur. 


Receipts— 

From the Provincial Committee 
„ Local Subscriptions . 


Total 


R 

4,28,010 

6,385 

4,34,395 


Expenditure to 31st October 1897- 
Object I 
„ H 

. „ III 

„ IV 

Miscellaneous 


Total 


R 


a. p. 


37,825 5 1 

Nil. 

63,33 8 3 7 
2,18,657 12 4 
297 6 11 

3,20,118 11 11 


Report by Mr. G. D. Panse, c.s., Collector of Bijapur. 

Immediately after receiving instructions from His Excellency, I convened 
a meeting in Bijapur, and one at Bagalkot for the collection of subscriptions. 
The amount collected came to R6,3oo only, but it must be remembered that 
the famine affected all classes, materially crippling their resources, and the 
amount they gave, though small, was liberal enough under the circumstances. 

The amount allotted to the district was four lakhs and more, a most 
princely donation, and one which has aroused the liveliest sense of gratitude in 
all classes of people relieved from the fund. 

In order to ensure a proper distribution of the large amount placed at our 
disposal, a Central Committee was appointed, consisting of the leading represent- 
atives of all classes of people with myself as President, Mr. Sheppard as 
Chairman, and seven' sub-centres were fixed for the district. The controlling 
officers were the Revenue Sub-divisional Officers, Subordinate Judges and the 
Reverend F. Eisfelder. 

These officers had to find out families and individuals suffering acutely,' 
but avoiding publicity, and to discriminate between those who were really des- 
titute and those who feigned to be so. The duties were of a most onerous 
kind, often requiring a sacrifice of .personal comfort, but they were performed 
with the greatest cheerfulness and with a truly disinterested desire of helping 
the needy and afflicted. These officers were assisted by the whole of the official 
staff, such as Relief and Taluka Mamlatdars, the Overseers and the special 
Civil Officers. 

The requirements of the different centres were carefully scrutinised by the 
Central Committee and funds were allotted in accordance with the urgency of 
the requirements. Cheques were issued by me, being primarily responsible for 
the sums, and the accounts were kept by Mr. Sheppard. 

The accounts were very carefully kept and subjected to an audit by the 
Central Committee every month. There was no misapplication and with the 



exception of a few trivial mistakes noticed by the Audit Officer specially deputed 
^ accoun ts were found ,to be correct. Credit is due to Mr. 


tor tne purpose, cue ai-wuiiw . ■ , , J c ' • 1 

Sheppard for having kept such satisfactory accounts, though no definite rules 

were at first laid down as to the manner in which they were to be written. 

The expenditure is classified under various heads {vide Statement B). 
The first namely clothing, has absorbed a large amount, vis., 830,850* I have 
personally distributed a large quantity of clothing, and I can confidently say 
that it was a form of charity that met a real want and that was most easily 
appreciated by all. I have much pleasure in endorsing the remarks made, by 
Mr. Sheppard about the conscientious manner in which the. work was done by 
the different officers. To hit the right mean between indiscriminate ; chanty 
and no charity is a matter often requiring great tact and judgment, and it is to' 
the credit of the officers concerned that they showed bcth qualities in' an 
eminent degree. 


The clothing distributed consisted- of kambals,* saries, dhotars,f shirts, and 
bodices. The number of recipients was 27,388 or nearly one-fifth of the highest 
maixmum reached on relief works. It must, however, be remembered: through- 
out that the final accounts have not yet been made up and the distribution of 
clothing, etc., is still going on. A large portion of clothing required was pur- 
chased from local weavers, who thereby got occupation of which they were 
deprived by famine. A double purpose was thus served by this arrangement. 

Under (B) of Head I, there was only an expenditure of 8387 in supple- 
menting the rations given in poor-houses. The number of persons relieved 
comes also only to 791. This clearly shows that the rations given by Govern- 
ment are sufficient except, of course, in cases of illness where, however, neces- 
sary provision is made by the Medical Officer. 


Under C of the same head, the expenditure was again small. The wages 
of labourers being strictly regulated by the prices of food grains, and each 
man’s earnings being quite sufficient for his livelihood, there was no hardship 
which called for any special relief falling within the province of the Fund. It 
will be seen from this that precautions were taken to keep the charity within 
the limits prescribed, so that it might not trench upon the area covered by 
Government relief. 


Growing children, it was found, required some variety in the food given, and 
milk, vegetables and fruit, in some cases, were added to the Government ration. 
The number of children thus relieved was 4,145. 

Under the last item in head I is shown an expenditure of 84,649 to 3,937 
people. This gives a rupee and a quarter to each individual, and represents 
amounts given to help needy men on their way to relief works. 1 

This includes gifts given to poor women during confinement. This period 
sometimes extends over a period of days during which the woman is not allowed 
to expose herself and does no work. The help given to such women was well- 
bestowed and was instrumental in saving a great amount of hardship. 

Under head II we had reserved a sum of Rio, 000 for orphans but no 
instances of children having had nobody to help them having come to our 
notice, the sum was reappropriated to other purposes. 

Under head III is shown an expenditure of 863,338 distributed as 


Money dole . 
Clothing 

Cheap grain shop 
Grain dole 


i?, 

• • • 41,049 

• • . • 16,740 

• ’ • 4449 

• • 1,400 : 

Total . 63,338 


. A large portion of this sum was spent in helping respectable familipc 
d-cedto the verge of starvation by the" hard time" Not teing ’ Accustomed 
labour and fearing pubhcty, they would certainly have .snoot, mbld if succour h 


Coarse blankets, 
t Men’s body-clothing. 
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not arrived. There is a large number of Mahomedan families in Bijapur who 
have got deeply in debt, the result of improvidence and litigation. It was amono- 
these families that the benevolent work of Mr. Sheppard lay. & 

Frequently visiting them in their own homes, he talked to them freely, and 
knowing their wants, helped them with a most liberal hand. His benevolent exer- 
tions have evoked expressions of the most heart-felt gratitude. 

Many Brahmin families too, in straitened circumstances were saved from 
starvation, and from what was worse, being forced to beg from door to door. 
The work in Bijapur was entrusted to Mr. Phadnis, the Sub-Judge of this place, 
and he took great pains. 

Retired pensioners who served in]the Army, Police, etc., received assistance 
which was warmly appreciated. 

The total number of families relieved comes to 1 1,989. Supposing each 
family consists of 5, the number of individuals relieved would be 59,945 at an 
outlay of 1^59,189. This works out at less than a rupee per member distributed 
over seven months. This shows how economically the funds have been utilised 
though care was taken to see that none went without help who really needed 
it. 

This was a form of relief which has called forth the liveliest expressions of 
gratitude and has brought vividly before the minds of the people the keen 
solicitude with which their lives are watched by a benevolent Government. 

Rupees 4,149 were spent on a cheap grain shop herein Bijapur. The neces- 
sity of such a shop was felt in July when prices rose abnormally high, and con- 
sidering how useful it proved, the outlay upon it will not seem out of propor- 
tion. In making this shop a success the services of the following gentlemen 
were of particular value. Mr. Sheppard, in company with myself, exercised 
general supervision and managed to be present personally on most days. Mr. 
Irappa Mamadpalli, a merchant of this place, gave very valuable assistance by 
his experience of mercantile matters without which we should have found 
ourselves quite at sea. 

Messrs. Raghavendarao, Pleader and Vice-President of the Municipality ; 
Phadnis, Sub-Judge ; Bijapur, Jathar, Head Master of the local High School; 
and Ajrekar and some other Pleaders of the local bar worked very zealously 
and often at great personal inconvenience and I thank them most heartily for 
their co-operation. 

The shop continued for more than two months and was closed in September. 
A wish was expressed and it was also felt desirable to open such shops in other 
places, but owing to want of proper supervision the idea had to be abandoned. 

Rupees 2,18,658, or more than half of what was allotted to the district for all 
purposes, were spent under head IV. The heaviest calamity due to drought is 
generally the terrible loss of cattle that die even from the very commencement of 
the famine. During the last famine thousands were slaughtered for their hides 
and thousands died of starvation. The number of cattle thus lost is estimated at 
about 297,428. Having no cattle and no seed, the cultivators were reduced to 
a very miserable state and the Fund came to them as a real God-send and" a 
blessing. Grants for the purchase of seed were made first in May for the kharif 
or early crops and afterwards in September for the late or rabi sowings. The 
area sown with the help of the grant in five talukas is shown below: — 

Area sown with the help 
op the I. F. C. R. Fund. 


Ko. 

Name of Taluka. 

Kharif. 

Rabi. 




Acres, 

Acres. 

I 

Badami 

» * • 

1 1,161 
6,438 

4,879 

2 

Bagalkot 

* 1 

1 0,076 

3 

Indi . . 

• • • 

.14,370 

43,075 

4 , 

Sindgi . 


5 2 ,63 2 

8i,552 

5 

Muddebihal , 

• r • 

3,028 

25A3I 




87,629 

, 1,64,713 
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■ ' Statistics for the other talukas are not available, but 
that similar advances have been made in those talukas the 
with the aid of the Fund may be estimated at about 


looking to the fact 
total area cultivated 


Arres. 


Kharif 

Rabi 


140,207 

263,542 


03,749 


in the whole district, and the amount spent over it amounts to R 1,5 1,000. 

The following is a list of sums spent by the different officers for seed, etc., 
and the area of land sown with the help of this donation is, as said above, 403,749 
acres which, if it had not been given, would certainly have lain fallow and so much 
produce would have been lost to the district 




For kharif. 

For rabi. 



rff 

£ 

Mr. R. C. Artal . . 

. 

16,092 

21,030 

Mr. K. 8. Deval 

• 

6,144 

13. 0 42 

Mr. R. P. Barrow 

» 

8,160 

9,297 

Mr. V. V. Phadke 

. 

8,017 

10,813 

Mr. V. K. Kelkar 

• 

6,044 

25,250 

Mr. H. Page 

• 

9A39 

5 , 58 i 

Mr. H. V. Chinmulgund 

• 


10,350 



55,046 

85»363 


excluding minor sums. 

I beg to bring to your special notice the excellent work done by Rao Saheb 
Chinmulgund, Sub-Judge at Mudebihal. His indefatigable exertions and 
judgment have made his services of great value and the most sincere thanks - 
of both myself and the Committee are due to him. 

Mr. Phadke, who was entrusted with the work of distribution in Bagalkot, 
spared no pains in bringing relief home to every one who stood in need of it, and 
my thanks are also due to him. 

In conclusion, I have the pleasure of expressing the warm approval of the 
services rendered by all Sub-Divisional Officers, particularly by Mr. Sheppard. 
As Chairman of the Committee, the principal nianagement of the Fund devolved 
on him and his conscientious and hard work is nor the least important factor in 
the success with which the operations were carried on. 

The chief responsibility was of course with me, and I have taken the utmost 
care to see that the Fund was devoted strictly to the purposes which were laid 
down in your instructions.. I hope that the manner in which the Fund has been 
administered in the district will be found satisfactory. 


Report by Mr. W. D. Sheppard, I.C.S., Chairman, District Committee, Bijapur. 

, Bijapur district, which has an area of 5,668 square miles, and a present 
estimated population of 900,000, is one of the eastern districts of the Bombay 
Presidency, and is situated in an area specially liable to drought owing to its 
normally light and occasionally capricious rainfall. 

Physically the district divides itself readily into three zones, a northern 

zone of monotonous undulations of Deccan trap, containing only narrow strips 
of cultivation or the most part wretchedly poor, but providing grazing on 
the uplands for large flocks of sheep and goats, a central zone containing 
the valley of the river Don, an open expanse of rich, well-cultivated black 
soil studded with prosperous villages, and a southern zone of mixed red and 
black soils broken into by two ranges of fairly wooded hills. 

sn „., T '“ °?'y ' a , r 8f, ‘°»-ns in the district are Bijapur,’ which lies on the 
in the southefnzpne. n ° rthern z ° ne > a " d Bagalkat and Guiedgudd situated 
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i Agriculture forms the sole support of 7, Der rpm nf , . 

P“ c f L f e engaged in craft/ and industries, and 'the remain^ 
learned professions or service of various kinds ^ ** either in 


is 


, a. Jat e lnhabitaats of the district are not accustomed to migrate ar ,d 1,, 
but little connection with the neighbouring countries In ordinsr * ° ^ave 

work is found for all in agricultural pursuifs and the normal 
permits of a large andfncreasing Lport ,'rade. IheXSe S, weC 

comfortably, 0 ” 8 ^ ° r ° PS obtamed have m difficulty in living 

During the past year the conditions have been abnormal. In Mav iRnfi 
an average amount of ram fell succeeded in June by a slight deficiency thS 
fall for the two months together beings inches 7 99 cents, as against an 
average of 4 inches 94 cents. During this period the kharif sowings were 
completed, and the seed germinated successfully. July was an averap-f month 
with a rainfall of r 9 2, and the kharif crop continued to be well Then 
curred a serious deficiency. August provided only 1 inch and 68 centsof rain 
against an average of 31 nches and 93 cents, and in September again the fa?l 
was only r 52 as compared with the average of 4 inches 68 cent! Through 
out these two months the kharif struggled to keep alive, but its growth was 
seriously retarded, and early in October it was seen that there was a rUk nfTS 
crop failing altogether. This fear was converted into a certainty, when in October 
the total rainfall was only 24 cents instead of an average of 4 inches 74 cents 
Not only did the failure of rain in October cause thekharif crop t^ whh e ; 
and die, but it also prevented any rabi sowings. Rain did not fall again till 
the close of November, and though the total fall for the month was S j ffich 

and 67 cents, its short duration only allowed of the sowing of a portion of the 

rabi area. Even this died in December, the rainfall of which month was only 
15 cents. * 

There was therefore a total failure of the crops, and the appearance of the 
country m the month of January was distressing in the extreme. Excent in 
the neighbourhood of wells and of the rivers there was scarcely a blade of 
green to be discerned. The uplands had produced no grass, and the field, 
were as bare as the palm of the hand. The total outturn of food crops for the 
season throughout the district was thirty million pounds, a quantity only 
sufficient to feed the population for about three weeks. 3 y 

The local failure of the crops occurring simultaneously with a similar 
failure in all the Deccan districts of the Bomay Presidency, and in large area, 
in other parts of India, naturally resulted in a rapid rise of prices, and by the erd 
of November the state of the country was officially recognised as one of acute 
famine. Relief works were started in November, and were continued through 
out the year providing employment for the families of all who were willing to 
do manual labour. Gratuitous relief was given in the villages to the old and 
infirm. m 

Government relief in the early 


The figures of the persons in receipt of 
months of the famine are as follows : — 

December 3rd .... 
January 7th . . ... ' 

■ February 5th 


15.000 

64.000 

80.000 


Such was the state of the district when Mr. Panse, the Collector, on Februarv 
8th received from the Honorary Secretary of the Bombay Branch of the India 
Famine Charitable Relief Fund, a letter informing him that funds would shorrtv 
be available for distribution in the Bombay Presidency, inviting him to supply 


* The great millet 

t The bulrush millet. 
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full information of the needs of Bijapur, and to arrange for the formation of 
remittees to control’ the distribution of the funds. ■ . 

C A meeting was accordingly convened on February 13th at which a large 
and representative 'company of the inhabitants of Bijapur were present. At 
thfs meeting a General Committee was formed to collect subscriptions and to 
advise as to the manner in which the amounts available could be best expended 
on charitable relief. This Committee consisted of a t the sub-d.visional officers, 
the district engineers, the medical officers of the district, the three subordi- 
nate judges, three of the leading pleaders, six merchants of Bijapur, and a 
retired Revenue official. Mr. Panse, the Collector, was the President. 

A smaller: Committee was also nominated consisting of— 


Mr. W. D. Sheppard, Chairman, 

Rao Saheb H. S. Phadnis, 

Rao Saheb Raghavendrao, Pleader, 

Rao Saheb B.' Y. Jather, 

Mr. Hanmandas Singi, 

Mr. Dhundapa Jogjjr, 

Mr. Erappa Mantri, 

Mr. Raghoji Bhai, 

for the purpose of ministering the funds. 

Circulars were at once issued to all the officials in the district and to 
such- other gentlemen as were likely to be interested in the matter, inviting 
suggestions as to the manner in which the funds could be best expended, in- 
forming them that subscriptions would be welcome, . and asking them if they 
were willing personally to assist in distributing the charity. 

The following sub-centres were then fixed for the distribution of relief : — 

1. Sindgi. 
a. Indi. 

3. Bagewadi. 

4. Hungund. 

5. Bagalkot. 

< 5 . Guledgudd. 

7, Muddebihal. 

In the first five of these the controlling officers were the sub-divisional 
Revenue officials, Messrs. Artal, Dewal, Barrow, Kelkar and Page, in Guled- 
gudd, The Revd. F. Eisfelder,and in Muddebihal Mr. Chinmulgund, a Subordi- 
nate Judge. 

To these officers fell the arduous task of searching throughout their talukas 
for the families of respectable but destitute poor who were suffering silently 
from hunger and want and the still more troublesome duty of ascertainin'* 
the losses of the poorest agriculturists who would be badly in want of cattle 
and seed as soon as agricultural operations would again be possible. This 
work required and received the closest personal attention and involved much 
physical effort at a particularly trying season of the year. The enquiries began 
in March, and the distribution of charitable relief has continued till now. 

For the relief of the people actually on relief works, we obtained the 
cordial assistance of the officers of the Public Works Department — Messrs. 
Apte,* _ Gayatonde, Subrao, Ramanna, Krishnarao, and since his arrival in 
the district, of Mr. T. Barclay Robertson. These gentlemen undertook the 
.work of ,buying and distributing clothing amongst the most needy :of the 
relief workers. . 

In the towns of Bijapur and Bagalkot the work of distributing charity 
was allotted., to the local . officers, Messrs. Sheppard, Chittre, and Phadnis 
having .most to do in Bijapur, the same duties being undertaken in Bagalkot 
by Mr. Phadke. ... & 

, The whole district was thus divided into workable charges, the respon- 
sible officers being of course assisted by the whole of their official staffs 
the, principal of whom were the Mamlatdars and Relief Mamlatdars, the Over- 
seers of the Public Works Department, and on works the special Civil officers. 

This arrangement has been maintained ever since, the only important change 
that was made being the division of 1 Mr. Page’s' charge into two, giving Bagalkot 


Members, 



Taluka to Mr. Phadke and leaving Badami to Mr. Page. This change was 
made more workable by the President, Mr. Panse, undertaking himself the dis; 
tribution of seed and cattle to the rayats of the Bagalkot Taluka. 

Another change was in the constitution of the. Executive Committee of 
which early in April Mr. Panse became the President and - most of the Sub- 
divisional Officers Members. 

The duty of keeping the accounts of the fund was entrusted from the 
beginning to Mr. Sheppard. 

As the distribution of relief has been entrusted to gentlemen who are fu% 
acquainted with the details of the famine code and the extent to which t^ e 
people can look to Government for assistance, no difficulty has been found > n 
preventing the two systems of relief from overlapping each other, while the sam e 
fact has ensured that they shall maintain close touch with each other. A careful 
scrutiny of the monthly account submitted by each officer showed very clearly 
that there was little or no risk of any expenditure being incurred either im- 
properly or unwisely, a fact that has been emphasised by the result of the audit 
of the accounts which took place in September. 

I will now pass on to the relief actually given. 

The accompanying statement in Form B* gives a brief summary of our 
disbursements under the various heads. 

Under Head I comes the cost of clothing supplied to persons in receipt of 
Government relief either in poor houses, kitchens or outside — the cost of com- 
forts supplied in poor houses, the supplementing of the famine wage on relief 
works, and finally 'other expenditure.’ 

Of these items the first is by far the heaviest. It was but natural that 
persons who were forced by w ant to have recourse to the Government relief 
works, and to work there for a wage which was just sufficient to feed them, 
should gradually near out the small quantity of clothing that they ordinarily 
had with them. When they first joined the works this was not very noticeable, 
but from August onwards many of the workers and specially those of the lower 
castes such as Mahars, Mhangs, Berads and Lamanis, had become gradually 
reduced to a state of almost absolute nakedness. These destitute workers were 
the recipients of relief under this head. The largest number were found in the 
Southern Talukas of the district where the numbers on relief were much greater 
than in the North. Mr. G. K. Apte, Executive Engineer, and Mr. Ramanna, 
Assistant Engineer, devoted much time and attention to finding out the really 
needy and providing them with clothing. Mr. C. Subrao at Bagewadi was also 
very active in doing the same, and clothing was also distributed in Indi and 
Sindgi by Mr. Gayatonde. Without the assistance of officers like these who 
moved every day among the workers, and who could distinguish without difficulty 
the really necessitous, ve should have found it very difficult to make a judicious 
distribution of the clothing, for the merest rumour that clothing was to be dis- 
tributed immediately resulted in an assembly of almost naked persons who 
deliberately appeared in their oldest and scantiest rags with the hope of de- 
ceiving the distributing officer. 

The total cost of the clothing given was R 30,850 of which the largest 
sum, vis., nearly R 12,000, was expended in October — a time when the heavy 
rainfall rendered clothing of some sort an absolute necessity. 

The clothing consisted of saris, f cholis,'{ shirts, and blankets, and the reci- 
pients were both children and adults. The- saris cost from R 1-4-0 to 
R 2-0-0, the cholis annas 3 to annas 5, the shirts annas 4 to annas 6, and 
the blankets annas 10 to R 1-5-0. The total number of persons who received 
clothing was 27,388 or roughly one-fifth of the highest number ever on relief 
works. Two-thirds of the clothing was bought from the local weavers who 
thereby were relieved from the great stagnation in their business. 

The total cost of comforts supplied in poor houses was R 387 only, 1 and 
the total number of persons relieved was 791. We did not feel justified in- 
devoting much of our money to this object. The poor house ration was hr 


* Embodied in the Provincial Committee's statement, 
t Women’s dresses 
i Bodices. 
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case 


is ‘ other expenditure 1 , given entirely to 
I have described it in Form B as * casual 


ordinary cases fully 'adequate to the wants of the recipients, and in the 
persons 7 who were suffering from actual illness or disease, the Medic^ -_ 
?n„ld order anv change of diet that he considered desirable. We therefore 
limited our attention to those individuals who though not actually sick were 
apparently wanting in .stamina and physique. These were mostly chlldr en o 
4 or 5 years of age. The daily average of persons relieved works out to 3 69. 

Similarly in making additions to the Government wages on relief works, 
we had but little opportunity of doing useful work. The health of the workers 
was good throughout the whole period of distress, and any cases of sickness 
were treated in the hospitals. The only persons whom we felt able to assist 
were those who only came on to the works after a prolonged fast, and whose 
strength for the first few days was obviously below par. The total number of 
persons so assisted were 94 men, 351 women and 758 children. 

In providing meals to children about the relief works, we limited our atten- 
tion to the Government kitchens where, twice a week, we gave a small extra 
ration to the more feeble children, and to all the children a little fruit or vege- 
tables. The Government ration though monotonous was generally admitted 
to be sufficient. 4, 1 45 children were relieved in this way. 

; The final item under this head 

persons who were not on relief works. _ . 

donations to destitute poor’ and the total amount so expended is 84,649 given 
to 3,937 persons. In the majority of cases, the sums given were small, such as 
4 or 8 annas, and the recipients were poor halfrstarved persons who from one 
cause or another had not yet betaken themselves to the relief works. The 
object of the gifts was to relieve the people temporarily and assist them to 
reach the works which in many cases were some distance away. 

The expenditure also includes sums given to women of the poorest classes 
on the occasion of their confinement. Many cases of confinement of course 
occurred actually on the works, and Government provided liberally for the im- 
mediate wants of the mothers, but there were also many who preferred to go 
home for their delivery, and whose children would probably have died if they 
had not been assisted. In such cases which were fairly numerous, a sum of 
R 2 or 3 was given to the woman. An additional reason for doing this was 
that the illness of the woman compelled her husband in most cases to remain at 
home to help her, and his consequent inability to go to. work made their distress 
even more acute. 

I have included under this head R36 paid to start again in life two 
families of weavers who through illness and misfortune had been obliged to 
sell off all their weaving implements and take refuge for some months in a 
Government Poor House. R30 was paid for two sets of weaving implements, 
and R6 for a supply of yarn. 

Under Head II we have had no expenditure. Search was made throughout 
the district for children without father or mother, and a few such were discovered, 
hut in no case was the death of the parents attributable to famine, and in all, the 
orphans had found a home either with relations or friends. It was not therefore 
necessary to differentiate the cases of these children from those of the other 
members of the families into which they had been admitted, and if they received 
any relief from the Charitable Fund, it was only when on relief works under 
Head I or when they formed members of a poor respectable family relieved 
under Head III. In accordance with the wishes of the Central Committee at 
Calcutta, we at one time reserved R 10,000 in anticipation of any calls which 
orphans might make on the fund, but after full enquiry had been made, we were 
driven to the conclusion that the provision was quite unnecessary, and as you 
were informed at the time, the reservation of the funds was cancelled. 

Under Head III we have spent R63, 338, of which clothing accounts for 
^■ i6 j74o, grain doles R 1,400, money doles 841,049, and a cheap grain 
shop 84,149. The recipients of this relief have been the respectable poor of 
the district, persons who were unaccustomed to do any labour out of.doors, and 
whose pride would let them starve rather than go to a poor house. As an old 
Mahomedan Kingdom, the Bijapur district contains a fairly large sprinkling of 
good Mahomedan families, Inamdars, Jahagirdars, Pirzadas and Kazis. Their 
present condition is unfortunately a sad contrast to their former greatness, and 
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so distressed have they now become, that there is hardly a single family that 
is not. even in ordinary times in a state of miserable poverty. Their condition 
is mainly due to an utter carelessness as to falling into debt, and to their 
law of inheritance with its unlimited subdivisions of property. Add to this a 
strong disinclination to work or to take advantage of the openings available to 
such as take the trouble to become educated and it is easy to imagine that they 
have fallen upon evil times, There is hardly a family whose land is not mort- 
gaged and in the possession of others and the most they receive from it is a bag 
or two of grain given by the cultivating tenant when the season is good. 
Families of this type have been the principal recipients of relief among the 
Mahomedans. There has also been considerable distress among the Brahmins 
of the district. Each village has its families of hereditary village officers, the 
descendants of the original Patel or Kulkarni. Not unfrequently they are well- 
to-do, but on the other hand there are many who entirely subsist on the produce 
of their small plots of land which this year have produced nothing. 

In both these classes it is not so much the men who have suffered as the 
women and children. The Mussulmans many of them migrated to other dis- 
tricts or took to manual labour and it was no disgrace for the Brahmin to earn 
his three annas a day as Muccadum on Relief Works. But the women had to 
remain at home with their children and run the risk of starvation. It is these 
whom we have searched for and relieved. 

Another class of recipients has been old pensioners living in the district 
who formerly served in the Army, Police or as Peons. We found most of them 
with families dependent on them with no support except their pensions. As the 
pensions ordinarily varied from R3 to R6 these men soon felt the effects of 
the rise in prices, and from the month of July we began to assist them. The 
amounts given have been as follows : — 


Month. 

July 

« 



Number of 
pensioners. 

• 33 

Total 

amount paid. 
G 

65 

August 

• 

« 

• 

37 

89 

September 

• 

• 

• 

. 46 

108 

October 

• 

. 


47 

127 


No persons have expressed more warmly their gratitude for the assistance 
given them from the Fund than have these old men. In October they were 
each of them given a warm blanket as a protection against the cold and rain. 

Other people have also shared in the relief such as Lingayats, Gurus, 
Jangams and Abyas ordinarily supported by the offerings of their religious 
adherents and several poor Brahmin priests officiators at the village temples. 

In the large majoffty of cases the relief took the form of a money dole 
disbursed by some responsible officer. In the Talukas the Subdivisional Officers 
and Mr. Chinmulgund gradually discovered these cases of distress and relieved 
them. In Guledgudd the Revds. Eisfeider and Falk gave us their assistance. 
In Bagalkot Mr. Phadke, who had the advantage of considerable local experi- 
ence, worked indefatigably to avert distress. In Bijapur we were able to sub- 
divide the work. Mr. Phadnis looked after the wants of the Brahmins, Mr. 
Chitre the other Hindus, and I myself, assisted at first by Mrs. Blackburne 
Smith, visited the houses of the Mussulmans and gave assistance to such as I 
found to be in need. 

The number of families relieved month by month has been as follows 


April 22 3 

May 946 

June x, 3 2 ^ 

July 1,882 

August . . 2,267 

September ,..,••••• 2 »57 2 

October . . . 2,769 


or a gross total of 1 1,987 donations, of which 423 were doles of grain and-i 1,564 
gifts of cash. The grain was given in May by Mr. Phadke only and in the' 
following months only by the Revds. Eisfeider and Falk. The other officers 
realised very soon how very laborious such a method of relief must be and pre- 
ferred to give the relief in cash. 
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The steady rise in the numbers from 223 to 2,769 was due in the first 
instance to the difficulty of ascertaining immediately who were in need, and in 
the later months to the increased distress caused by the constant rise m prices 
and the exhaustion of any stock of grain or money which the people had when 
the famine began. 

The task of discovering the persons who were in need which at the begin- 
ning was somewhat difficult and entailed much trouble, rapidly disappeared when 
it became known that such relief was available. The difficulty then, was to 
differentiate between the applicants for relief whose petitions came in in shoals 
and to ensure that relief was not given unless the family was one which could 
neither work nor be expected to go to a Poor House. 

No branch of the relief given from the Charitable Fund has been more 
appreciated or has done more good than these monthly allowances and many 
have been the expressions of gratitude and acknowledgments of generosity ' 
which have greeted the ears of those who distributed the chanty. But for this 
relief it is certain that many must have died of starvation. 

The clothing also which was distributed among these people has been most 
gratefully received and by many of them none too soon, their poverty preventing 
them from being able to provide themselves with the most necessary coverings. - 
We have given clothing to 16,715 persons and assuming 5 to be the average 
number in a household, every single member of a respectable family has re- 
ceived something. As in the case of relief workers, the clothing has taken the 
form of saris, cholis, shirts and blankets. The blankets were mostly bought out- 
side the district as being much cheaper than those locally obtainable, but the other 
clothing was invariably purchased from the local weavers. We had lists made 
of the latter and once a week on the day following bazar day, where they had 
had their chance of selling what they had woven during the last seven days, 
they were invited to offer us for sale whatever remained on hand. This was 
regularly done in Bijapur, Muddebihal, Guledgudd and Bagalkot and was an 
enormous help to the weavers, and I think we may confidently say that all 
weavers who could produce the ordinary garments worn by the poorer classes 
were absolutely saved from the pressure of want. 

The expenditure on the cheap grain shop was incurred in Bijapur town. 

We were not at all anxious to have such a shop on the ground that economi- 
cally it was an unsound thing to do, but when in July the prices in the local 
market appeared to us to be rising without any very apparent cause unreason- - ’ 
ably high, we decided, in consideration of the fact that there were no relief works 
in the neighbourhood of Bijapur, and that there was great distress among all those 
. who were still resident in the town, to import grain from outside, hoping to be 
able to get it at a cheaper rate than in Bijapur itself. With the assistance of 
Mr. Irappa Mamadpalli, a local merchant, we obtained a large quantity of grain 
from Bangalore, Dharwar and Haiderabad at rates which though at first slightly 
lower, eventually only enabled us to put it down in Bijapur at much the same 
price as we could buy it wholesale locally. This grain we sold at from 2 to .jibs 
cheaper than the price prevalent in the local market. We imported at the sug- 
gestion of Mr. Panse, a large quantity of ragi,*a cheap grain of good sustaining 
power but quite unknown to the people. This innovation proved a great suc- 
cess, for finding the grain very filling at the price, and the price, much less than 
that of any other grain available, we soon had a very large sale at a very slight 
loss. We also sold kulthi f and jovvari, both in much demand. 

The sales took place on Sundays the ordinary bazar day, and our shop was 
open from 1 till 6 o’clock. We were greatly assisted here by the members of 
the local bar, Messrs. Raghavendrao, Sheshagirao, Desai, Dhondopant Chebbi. 
Tavargeri and Ajrekar, also by the High School Master Mr. Jethar.. These 
gentlemen sold the tickets which were exchanged for our grain and their work 
was extremely heavy as the stream of buyers, each trying to be first to °-et a 
ticket, gave them constant and exciting employment. 

-No single man was allowed to buy more than 12 annas worth of jowari or 
kulthi or more than a rupee’s worth of ragi, and on leaving the shop com- 


* A coarse millet, 
t A kind of pulse. 
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pound with his grain on his head we prevented his coming a second time the 
same day by making him dip his hand in a pot of red dye. 

We closed the shop in the middle of September, having had it open for a 
couple of months. 

Under Head IV, our expenditure did not begin till the end of May when 
the season for preparing the land and sowing the kharif crop again came round, 
and found many of the rayats absolutely without any means at all. The 
terrible loss of cattle, amounting to over two hundred thousand head most of 
which had starved to death, had deprived almost all of the smaller rayats of 
the whole of their plough cattle. There were many who had neither food for 
their own subsistence, money to purchase grain, nor cattle to plough up their 
lands. We reckoned that we should require nearly four lakhs of rupees to 
set on their legs again the thousand poorest rayats in each of the eight 
talukas of the district. The total amount available at the end -of May was 
£2,20,000. Having been informed that we could not rely on receiving any 
further allotment of funds and having to provide for expenditure under the 
other Heads I and III, we were naturally chary of disposing at once of the 
whole of the funds at our command, but feeling at the same time that it was 
of the utmost importance to ensure a kharif crop for those who were most 
in need, we distributed R 1,20,000 in sums of R15, 000 to each of the talukas 
of the'district, warning the officers at the same time that we could not guarantee 
them any further substantial allotment. The distribution of the sums allotted 
we left entirely to the discretion of the officers concerned. Most of the 
officers were in favour of small grants of money being given to as many poor 
cultivators as possible — the sums given, though insufficient to enable them to 
purchase cattle, being enough to provide them with seed subsistence during sowing, 
and where necessary, the labour to do the sowing for them. In this way for 
the kharif sowings, Mr. Artal distributed R 16,092 among 2,644 cultivators 
in the Sindgi Taluka, one of the poorest parts of the district where famine 
ha'd been most severely felt. Mr. Deval, in Indi, distributed R6,i44 among 
972 cultivators and also purchased 127 cattle of which 34 were given away to 
34 individuals and the balance were kept for issue on loan. Mr. Barrow dis- 
t ibuted R8,i6o among 748 cultivators and also purchased and gave away' 661 
cattle to 660 cultivators in the two talukas of Bijapur and Bagewadi. In 
Bagalkot Mr. Phadke distributed £8,017 among 968 cultivators and bought 
104 cattle all of which where loaned out to the poorest cultivators, Mr. Kelkar, 
in Hungund, distributed R6,044 among 51 1 cultivators and gave away 20 cattle 
to 20 persons. Mr. Page, in Badami, distributed £9,439 among 1,220 cultivators 
and purchased 120 cattle which he gave to 120 persons. In Muddebihal Mr. 
Chinmulgund distributed 7,310 ft) of seed grain among 172 persons, gave R240 
to 21 persons to enable them to sow their lands and bought no bullocks for issue 
on loan. In this Taluka 2,815 acres of land were sown through the assistance 
of the fund. 

On the whole for the kharif crop a total of R55,ooo was distributed 
among 7,250 persons and 1,150 bullocks were brought into the district at a cost 
of roughly R 2 7,500, tobe ultimately given away to those most in need. 

This timely assistance ensured the sowing of a large area of land which 
otherwise would have remained waste. 

Most of the officers kept a balance in hand for use at the later sowings in 
September and October, and we were fortunately able to largely supplement 
this from the handsome allotments which we received later. At the end of 
July we had £72,000 in hand and we then received further sums of Ri,i6,ooo, 
£15,010 and finally in October R30,ooo, making a total sum available of 
£2,33,000. From this, when the rabi season arrived we again allotted to the 
Taluka Officers £1,50,000 and the following sums were disbursed. Mr. Artal 
in Sindgi gave £21,030 to 6,725 cultivators and bought 214 cattle which he 
issued on loan. Mr. De'val in Indi distributed £13,042 among 2,324 cultivators 
and purchased 1 79 cattle, all of which he gave away as well as those remaining 
over at the end of the kharif sowings. Mr. Barrow in Bagewadi and Bijapur 
distributed £9,297 among 1,250 persons and bought 633 cattle of which 83 were 
sent for distribution in Sindgi Taluka and the remaining were given out in 
Bijapur and Bagewadi. In Bagalkot Mr. Panse and Mr. Phadke distributed 
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n, a 8 i'i amono- 1,320 persons and gave away 53 cattle which had been bought 
earlier in the year. Mr. Kalkar in Hungund distributed £25,250 among 3,322 
nersons and bought and gave away 9 cattle. Mr. Page, in Badami, distributed 
Rc s8i among 1,034 persons and bought 8 cattle for subsequent distribution. 
In Muddebihal Mr. Chinmulgund distributed 170,000 lb of seed of the value of 
R7 ioo among 2,188 persons and assisted 586 persons by gifts of money aggre- 
aatino- £3,250. He continued to give out on loan the cattle previously pur- 
chased. Twenty-three thouand seven hundred and thirty-five acres of rabi 

were sown in. Muddebihal by the help given from the Fund. . . 

Including minor sums given .by other officers, the total amount distributed 
for the rabi sowings was £96,000 exclusive of the cost of cattle purchased. 
The number of recipients is nearly 19,000. _ . . . 

More cattle have been bought and further relief has been distributed during 
the month of November. 


The utmost care has been taken to make the relief afforded under Head IV 
as far reaching as possible. Every village has had its share in the grants both 
of money, grain and cattle and there is no doubt that none . were assisted except 
the most deserving. For the purposes of famine administration each taluka 
in the district had been divided into circles containing a certain number of 
villages all within easy reach from some -central- spot, and by camping in the 
centre of each circle in turn the whole of the rayats were brought within 
reach, though this was not done without much personal inconvenience and 
considerable additional work to the officers concerned. 


We met with some difficulty in getting cattle. It was useless to expect 
to buy many in the district, first because there were but few fit for work that 
were offering for sale, and secondly because we did not wish to compete 
against the rayats themselves, many of whom had obtained loans from Govern- 
ment to enable them to replace their animals. Sholapur also we could not 
exploit largely because there was a large demand there both from the rayats 
of the district and from the local branch of the Charitable Fund itself. We 
therefore had to look to the.South. In the Dharwar District we found cattle 
markets in Dharwar, Hubli, Byadgi, and Savanur. To Savanur we sent one of 
our Mamlatdars, Khan Saheb Abdulkarim, who in ten days’ absence -was able to 
get us 160 head of excellent cattle at a very reasonable figure. From Byadgi we 
received 274 cattle from Rao Saheb H. R.Takle, the Mamlatdar of Ranebenur, 
and from Dharwar and Hubli Mr. Ganpat Mane, acting under the direction of 
Mr. W. R. Woodrow, sent us no less than 753 cattle at a cost of R20, 000. 
The Relief Mamlatdar of Bagalkot, Mr. S. V. Yatgiri, also went out of the dis- 
trict for cattle and bought a number in Nipani which he marched over to 
Bagalkot. His cattle were good and cheap. To these officers we are much 
indebted for the assistance rendered. 


The total number of cattle brought into the district up to the end of October 
is 2,394. Those brought for the kharif crop proved naturally the most expen- 
sive, as they came at a time when fodder was hardly procurable except at pro- 
hibitive prices, and had we not been allowed to purchase grass from Government 
at a privileged rate of 8 annas per maund, we should have been at our wit’s 
end to feed them. As it was we had to support a considerable number during 
the months of July and August when they had little or no work to do, and I am 
inclined to think that on a future occasion it would be better to buy no cattle 
till the end of August or middle of September when fodder is easily procurable. 
For the kharif crops the rayats might be given money only with which they 
could, if necessary, hire manual labour to do their sowing. 

It is difficult to describe effectively the very great assistance which the 
Fund has rendered to the famine-stricken cultivators of the district.' Those 
who have obtained a bullock and also the money for sowing and subsistence 
will be in almost as good a position as before the famine when once they have 
reaped their growing crops, while the others who 'have only been helped 
sufficiently to enable them to sow their lands and have received this help at 
a time when small loans were unprocurable except at a rate of from one to 
two hundred per cent., have been benefited to an extent quite out of proportion 
to the apparent smallness of the. donations. Their feelings of gratitude to 
the generous subscribers who in so many ways have helped them in their 
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distress, are profound and sincere, and the Charity Fund, coupled perhaps with 
the names of the officers who brought its bounty to their very doors, will 
certainly be remembered by all classes in the district till another generation has 
passed away. , 

Panch Mahals and Rewa ICantha. 

The District bearing the above name lies to the north-east of Baroda, the 
Panch Mahals being British possessions, whereas Rewa Kantha is a congeries 
of small semi-independent Native States. The Bhils, Kolis and Naikdas^ who 
are to be found in this tract, are poor backward races, and during the famine 
which prevailed further south many were reduced to great distress owing to high 
prices and poor crops. To assist them a local subscription list was started and 
R7,874-i3-6 raised. R400-14-1 were expended under Head III, and R2, 276-0-6 
under Head IV. No monies were obtained from Provincial Funds ; on the 
other hand our resources have been augmented by a remittance of R2,597 
representing half the unexpended balance. The remaining half has been invest- 
ed in 3 ^% Government paper to form (the nucleus of a local fund for future 
seasons of famine or distress, the administration of the fund being vested 
in a Standing Committee, consisting of the Collector and his Assistant for 
the time being and two local residents. 


Bombay. 

Towards the end of August, the influx of poor half-starved country people 
into Bombay from the Districts became so great that the private charity of indi- 
vidual citizens could not support them, and it became necessary on the part of 
Government to open test works for their relief. The organization of the 
measures was placed in the hands of Sir James Campbell, K.C.I.E., Chair, 
man of the Plague Committee, who soon recognized that there were many cases 
requiring assistance which Government could not relieve under its famine rules, 
but which came legitimately within the sphere of our charity. On the repre- 
sentation made therefore, it was decided to grant a sum of R 10,000, and up to 
the 31st October last R4, 659-7-8 had been expended under Object I and 
R354-0-7 under Object III. 

THANA. 

The town of this nameisonly some 20 miles from Bombay, but the District 
surrounds Bombay on the north and east, extends some eighty miles up the 
coast, and on the east is bounded by the Gh&ts. Distress appeared during the 
rains of 1897 over an area of about 150 square miles amongst some of the 
indigent semi-wild tribes of Kolis, Thakurs, Warlis and Malkaris who are to be 
found in the forests and paddy fields at the base of the Ghats. A gentleman 
whose name has not been recorded generously subscribed R3,ooo for the relief 
of these poor people, and at Wada a further sum of R500 was secured for the 
same object. Neither of these sums were contributed to the Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund. The local subscriptions to the Fund amounted to 
Ri ,175 of which R 15-6-9 was expended under Head II and R67-4-6 under 
Head III ; R900 has since been remitted and added to the Provincial Fund. 


KOLABA. 


Famine was never acute in this small collectorate which lies south and east 
of Bombay, and is bordered by the Gh&ts on one side and the sea on the other. 
There was of course some hardship and distress, but it was not until people 
came from out-districts that relief measures became necessary. 

R a. p. 

Receipts— 

From Provincial Fund 1 1,000 o o 


Expenditure- 
Under Object 

1) » 

i) » 

» » 


I 

II 

III 

IV 


, 2,087 2 4 

. 1 12 o 

. 584 9 10 

. 140 o o 


Total . 2,813 8 2 



3 2 4 - 

Nasik. 

Owin a to changes in the Executive Staff in this coliectorate and to the 
advent of plague which has thrown much additional work on the present district 
officers the returns required for this report have, it is regretted, not yet been 
submitted. The figures given herein are compiled from the subsidiary account 
statements previously furnished and may not be quite accurate although they 


are approximately so : — 



R 

a. 

A 

Receipts— 



. 85,000 



From Bombay . 

„ Local Subscriptions . 

, 

• • • 

0 

0 

• 

• « * 

• b5i5 

8 

1 



Total 

■ 86,515 

8 

1 

Expenditure- 






Under Head I 

• 

» « • 

• 5,70i 

3 

3 

„ „ II . 

• 

• a a 

. J 0,053 

13 

0 

„ „ HI 

r 

• » • 

. 11,851 

5 

5 

„ „ IV . - 

, 

a • 

• 18,313 

8 

6 

Miscellaneous . . 

• 

« • • 

98 

9 

0 



Total 

. 46,018 

7 

2 


KHANDESH. 

Khandesh with an area of 10,700 square miles is the northernmost bound- 
ary of the Deccan and adjoins the Central India Agency and Ber'ar on the 
north-east. As regards the Eastern Division, the degree of liability to famine 
is very much smaller than in the Deccan, but the seasonableness of the rains 
cannot be depended on and thus from time to time loss is occasioned. Drought 
is not the only cause of famine or acute distress, and the liability to serious loss 
from the floods of the Tapti and its tributaries cannot be overlooked. The 
cultivators here are well off and live easily in ordinary seasons, possessing fair 
credit. 

In West Khandesh where the cultivators are as a rule poor and without 
forethought or self-restraint, readily run into debt, the liability to acute distress 
is less remote when the rainfall is unseasonable, excessive, or short, and as all 
of these conditions existed some time during the period the kharif crops (the 
principal food-crops of the year) of 1896 were growing, the outlook by the middle 
of September became most gloomy. Prices soon rose rapidly, and within six 
weeks or so a state of famine was looming in the immediate future. Cheap 
grain shops were started so that the people who were not yet wanting in em- 
ployment could buy supplies at rates which their wages enabled them to afford, 
and these continued with great benefit to the poor long after test works had 
been opened and all provisions made both by Government and our Fund to 
relieve the distress. 


Receipts— 

From Provincial Funds 
„ Local Subscriptions 


Total 


R a. p. 

. 86,000 o o 
. 11,500 11 1 


• 97,5°° .1 


\ Expenditure— 

Under Object 

\ >» „ 

\ ,, „ 

» » 

Miscellaneous 


I 

il 

III 

IV 



26,415 14 o 
429 13 4 
25.447 7 1 
43,430 15 2 
76 ia 4 


95,Soo 13 11 


Total 



Ahmednagar. 

. The area of this. Collectorate is 6,589 square miles and the population 
about 900,000. The district lies between the Bhima.and Godaveri rivers on 
the east of the Presidency, and, whilst possessing a considerable extent of poor 
soil, also embraces some large area of excellent land. The mass of the popula- 
tion depends on agriculture. The crops of the years 1893 — 95 were fair to good, 
but in ,1896 the excessive rain followed by prolonged drought produced famine 
which became general throughout the district. As early as October 1896 
local relief was started in the shape of a grain shop where sales were made at 
less than market rates, the quantity purchasable by any one individual being 
limited. It was kept on for nearly five months almost entirely at the cost of 
Seth Vishindas, a wealthy merchant of Karachi. Committees in connection 
with our' fund were organized at the end of February 1897, and the work of 
distributing relief has been chiefly done by the Assistant and District Deputy 
Collectors, the Mamlatdars, Relief Mamlatdars, the members of the Relief 
Sub-Committees and the special officers on relief works. The north-west part 
of the district was much affected, the acutest distress being experienced 
in the Akola Taluka. Plague supervened on famine, and measures of relief 
are still necessary. 


Receipts— 

From Provincial Funds 
From local collections 


a. p. 

• 3)3°; 000 0 0 
. 10,104 2 O 


Total . 3,40,104 2 o 


Expenditure- 
Under Object 

H SI 

n n 

V »» 

Miscellaneous 


l 

II 

III 

IV 


. . . 14,161 5 9 

556 13 9 
. . . 31,360 9 9 

. . . 2,11,784 10 1 

. . . 840 12 4 


Total . 2,58,704 3 8 


Poona. 

This Collectorate, which takes its name from the capital of the Deccan, is 
an irregular tract of country bordered by the Western Ghats towards the west, 
by the Ahmednagar District on the north, and east by Satara, and Sholapore 
on the south. 

The district covers some 5,300 square miles and has a population of 
about 1,050,000. The area liable to chronic distress from failure of rains is the 
eastern part , which makes up half the district. The western part is practi- 
cally free from danger of distress caused - by drought. The eastern tract has 
a good soil, but is badly supplied with water and is dependent on a capricious 
rainfall derived chiefly from the late or north-east monsoon. The early rainfall 
of 1896 was sufficient and seasonable, but excess during July and August spoiled 
•the growing crops, and late plantings were dried up for want of moisture before 
the November rains set in. These admitted of the rabi sowing being made- 
under fairly favourable conditions, but the subsequent absence of sufficient 
rains again caused a very poor yield from the winter harvest. The population is 
almost purely agricultural except at trade centres like Poona and Talegaon. 

The physical peculiarities of the country, the diversify in productiveness of 
the soil, and the great variety of castes and races of the itnhabitants render any 
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accurate description of the district impossible in a few words, and a detailed 
statement would, sve think, not prove of much interest or value. 


Receipts— 

From Provincial Fund . ' . • • • 

„ Local subscriptions * . 

„ Miscellaneous refunds and adjustments 

Total 


R a. p. 


. 75,000 o o 

. 190 5 6 

. 10 8 o 


. 75,200 13 6 


. . . 13,005 8 6 

. . . 1,271 5 8 

. . . 9,378 2 7 

. . . 28,482 8 3 

. . . 720 

Total . 52,144 n o 


Satara. 

The Satara Collectorate lies to. the south of Poona and some 2,000 square 
miles of the district are liable to famine. The population is largely agricultural, 
but an unusual number of people are herdsmen and shepherds. In the east the 
soil is poor, and there is liability to failure of rainfall, but between it and the 
Ghats on the west there lies a rich central belt through which the Krishna 
flows, and with its facilities for irrigation from wells and running streams this 
forms a far more promising ground for agricultural pursuits. 

Distress prevailed more or less throughout the district. Generally speaking, 
the early rains were excessive, while from the middle of August the fall was very 
scanty. The kharif crop was first flooded and choked with weeds and then 
burnt up by the fierce sun. Much rabi land remained unsown for want of the 
later rains and of what was sown only part germinated. In the whole of the 
hilly tract the crops failed utterly, the yield being insufficient even for seed, and 
the .misery of the people was further increased by the labour market in Bombay, 
to which place large numbers from these tracts resort in the non-cultivating 
season, being closed to them by the plague. The total outturn from all lands 
from the two crops did not exceed some 33 per cent, of the average. 

R 

The District received from Bombay 1,00,000 

And raised locally ........ 22 


Expenditure- 

Under Object • I 

II 

III 

IV 

Miscellaneous 


*) 

)> 


V 

» 


and expended : — 

Under Object I 
n » 

»> i) 

)) u 

Sundries 


II 

III 

IV 


R a. p. 


Total 


• 1 5,457 3 3 

95 3 o 
. 4,117 12 6 

. 71,976 8 o 

. 140 


• 91,647 *5 2 


Famine operations were not over at the date of this report, and the fierce out- 
break of plague in the district, which has since developed, has caused much 
loss of life and distress. 


* The local subscriptions are made up as follows:— 
From A. Hill, Esq., Hyderabad, Sind . 
By proceeds of a Military Entertainment 
Amount received from City Magistrate 


J? a. p. 

• loo o o 

7i 5 6 
. . 19 o o 

. igo 5 6 


Total 
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Sholapore. 


i Sholapore Collectorate, with an area of 4,542 square miles, lies between 

\ , Ahmednagar and Bijapur districts and borders on the Native State of 
Akalkot and Hyderabad Territory. The district is elevated and forms a sort 
of tableland intersected by shallow valleys which can yield rich crops when 
the rainfall is seasonable. The soil of the uplands is poor, and the whole 
district is almost treeless. The three most important rivers are not availed of 
for irrigation, and less than 100 square miles are protected by canals. The pre- 
carious _ rainfall of the whole district, except Barsi, places the population in 
an inferior condition to that of other Deccan districts, and scarcity approaching 
to famine is a common state of affairs. Half of the people are agriculturists 
there is a great absence of thrift and economy amongst all classes and nearly 
everybody is in debt, while it is estimated that as many as 15 per cent, of the 
inhabitants are beggars by profession. Cultivation depends mainly on the 
amount and seasonableness of the late rains of August, September and October. 
The rainfall in June and July 1896 was timely and useful, but the subsequent 
failure caused the growing, crops to wither, and though the partial fall in 
November permitted the rabi crop to be sown, the absence of the winter rains 
resulted in a very small yield. Under these circumstances, it is not surprising 
that Sholapore proved to be . one of the two districts in this Province which 
suffered most from the famine of 1896-97. As the Government measures of 
relief were organized in time to prevent any general deterioration of health 
from want, and were on a most extensive scale, there was not much scope for 
the fund to relieve actual cases of starvation. By far the greater portion of 
our grants was, it will be seen, expended under Head IV in helping poor culti- 
vators who had lost all in the famine and would, but for the timely gift of cattle 
and seed, have had to throw up their lands and become day-labourers. In the 
words of Mr. W. T. Morison, the Collector of the District, 

“ The.result has been that a large amount of land which would otherwise 
have remained unsown this year, is now bearing crops, and the effects of the 
famine have therefore been minimised to a very considerable extent. The 
Indian cultivator is proverbially a "growler ” like the English farmer, and expres- 
sions of gratitude for anything any one may do for him are rarely heard from 
his mouth. But this year there has gone up, on every side, from the poor 
cultivators and labourers of the district, a chorus — one might almost say a 
prayer— of gratitude and thanksgiving for what has been done for them by 
Government, and also by the charitable Saheb-loque beyond the seas. To 
the Hindu, charity is the greatest of all virtues: indeed the same word in 
Marathi and most other vernaculars means both "religion” and "charity”. 
If the subscribers at home to the fund could have seen any of the touching 
scenes, of which we district officers have been almost daily spectators, — when 
the recipients of this charity expressed their gratitude by falling down and 
clasping our feet, in tears, — they would be more than repaid for all they have 
done for this poverty-stricken district.” 


Receipts — 

From Bombay ...... 

„ Other Districts ...... 

„ Local Subscriptions . . . . 

„ Miscellaneous Receipts . . , 

Total 


Expenditure- 
Under Object 

33 3} 

33 3) 

# 33 33 

Miscellaneous 

I 


I 

II 

III 

IV 


R 

< 7 . 

P ' 

3 > 93 > 000 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

1,460 

0 

0 

L637 

15 

6 

3,96,107 

15 

6 

R 

a. 

P > 

28,397 

10 

7 

58 i 

2 

I 

13,796 

1 

10 

2,91,788 

10 

4 

618 

12 

3 

3 , 35 , 1 82 

5 

1 


' / 


Total 



Belgaum. 


Belgaum which lies to the south of the Native State of IColhapore, and 
adioins Dharwar is one of the two most Southern Collectorates of the Bombay 
Presidency and has not suffered greatly from famine. The south-west portion 
which forms about one-third of the district is practically secure from great 
distress induced by drought, but the Talukas in the north-east, which depend 
on the north-east rains, are liable to chronic drought, and it is m these that 
suffering was the greatest during the late famine. It is not necessary to write at 
length on this district. 

& R a. p. 


Receipts— 

1. Remitted from Bombay 

2. Collected locally 

3. Miscellaneous 


15,000 o o 
6,389 8 o 
3i 68 7 6 5 


Total . 25,076 14 5 


Expenditure- 
Under Head 
» » 
a » 

11 , >1 

Sundries 


I 

II 

III 

IV 


R c. p. 

3> 6tI 3 

4 1 3 
89 13 4 

17,475 10 7 
810 


Total . 21,189 9 5 


This district has since suffered severely from plague which has caused 
considerable distress, and it has been necessary to send further relief for people 
who are in a state of semi-starvation. 


Dharwar. 


Dharwar which adjoins Mysore is the most southern district of the 
Bombay Presidency. Failure of rainfall and consequently famine are unknown 
in the hilly portions to the west and south, and only the open plain country is 
liable to severe distress from drought. The population is nearly purely agri- 
cultural and the condition of the cultivators compares favourably with that of 
neighbouring districts, the arable land being in a great measure free from 
encumbrances. The area most severely affected lies to the east and north- 
east of the district, and comprises the Talukas of Ron, Gadag and Navalgund. 
The condition of the cattle here was deplorable and fully 25 per cent, perished. 
During 1894-96 the outturn of crops in this tract was below the average, but 
the season of 1896-97 was disastrous. There was no rain during September 
and October and the kharif crops became worthless. The November rains 
were favourable and enabled the sowing of the rabi crops to be undertaken, 
but the winter rains proved insufficient to bring these crops to maturity and 
the ultimate failure of them was almost complete. The people emigrated in 
large numbers to the less distressed districts in the west and famine relief on 
a relatively large scale was not necessary in this district. 


Receipts— 


Disbursements— 
Under Head I 

II 

III 

,, iv 

Miscellaneous 


>> 

>1 






R 

a. 

A 

Funds 

• 

* ■ . 

* 

7,000 

0 

0 





R 

a. 

A 

• • 

. 

• 

• 

1,768 

0 

3 


• 


4 

73 

12 

9 

• * 

• 

• • 

• 

209 

7 

2 

• * 


• • 

• 

4,925 

9 

IO 

• % 

• 

• • 

• 

1 

7 

O 



Total 

• 

6,978 

5 

O 
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PART IV. 


Conclusion. 

In so far as this Presidency is concerned, the date which closes the period 
of the operations under our review does not, unfortunately, bring us to the con- 
clusion of our troubles. The advent of the Plague into several districts, which 
were beginning to recover from the effects of the famine, has produced a con- 
tinuation of the state of famine amongst a large section of the inhabitants. The 
free movement of people and goods, the flight of many of the wealthier members 
of the community, the dislocation of trade, and the want of employment for day 
labourers have combined to produce a state of affairs analogous to famine, 
although the prices of food-grains may no longer show what would be famine 
rates under ordinary circumstances. 

Where a man has no money, however, is unable to earn any, and charitable 
support is denied, he may run as great a risk of starvation with bread at a penny 
as at six pence a loaf. These conditions we have now had to face, and, strictly 
within the limits laid down for our operations, there is still a considerable field 
for our activity. 

Apart from the relief required for Plague-famine subjects, gloomy news 
reaches us from the southern part of the Deccan country where the kharif 
crops were a failure, and the rabi crops, owing to the absence of the usual winter 
rains, promise to yield but a very small outturn. We have to contemplate and 
prepare for another period of distress and scarcity in this part of the country, 
and it is not improbable that the whole of our unexpended resources will be 
required. 

The prolongation of famine and the advent of the Plague have thrown 
upon all District Officers an enormous amount of additional work, and, as a 
consequence, the submission of the returns required for the purposes of this 
report have been much delayed. It has, therefore, we regret to admit, not been 
possible for us to make so full and complete a record of our operations as we 
had wished. 

We trust, however, sufficient has been said to satisfy subscribers that we have 
not been unmindful of our obligations or secured other than the best possible 
results for the money which has been placed at our disposal. It will be satis- 
factory to them to know that the officer deputed by Government to audit the 
District Accounts, and placed under the orders of the Honorary Secretary for 
that purpose, was able, after careful examination in the districts themselves, to 
report that no improper uses were made of our funds, and that all items of expen- 
diture were carefully, and, for the most part, accurately recorded. 

In expressing our grateful thanks to the Collectors of districts and to all 
other District Officers, to the European and Native gentlemen, and last, but not 
least, to the ladies who were associated together in dispensing our charity, we 
would desire to record our appreciation of the devotion, forethought, ability, and 
conscientiousness with which the work has been carried out under circumstances 
of considerable difficulty and involving much personal labour and attention. It 
is owing to the effect of individual effort on behalf of the poverty-stricken people 
of the land that up to the end of the year in only eleven cases are there reason- 
able grounds for holding that death was due mainly to the want of food. Seven 
of these people did' not belong to this Presidency, but wandered into it in a 
state of emaciation, and the rest, though belonging to the Presidency, were also 
wanderers, who would not stay on the works or take advantage of the relief pro- 
vided for them. 

It would be contrary to the order of things to expect any particular public 
expression of gratitude from the victims of famine for the relief they have 
received. In olden times they would have died from starvation as uncomplain- 
ingly as they had lived. It would have been a dispensation of Providence and 
their Fate, and that would have been the end of it. In many a little hamlet now, 
however, where the people know no world beyond fifteen or twenty miles of 
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, o rP cominer to them that the Sircar and 

their homesteads, feeble ghm ( g ,» S a . perS onal interest in their 

the white people from beyond the “lack water. .w v to give them sub- 

welfare, apart from the The astonishment period of this strange 
stantial assistance in times ot s y . . rt 0 f way they throw the 

state .of affairs is not yet over, a _ , ^ j. f rom those who have been 

factor of ulterior motives into their calculations , but trom uiu^ 

in closer contact with civilisation, su J ^ a Jf® U ” c gjS t h e ' weals and woes of life 
verbially undemonstrative an accu spontaneous and heartfelt 

to P those who have broughr 

’“Idsof a KndHer sentient of , rbette, 

and intentions have been sown, and the bond of amity between the rulers and 
the ruled has been strengthened. 

The admirable fortitude and patience .with which the people have, as a 
whole endured the calamities they have experienced are qualities which merit 
prosperity, and, with an early return of favourable seasons it is devoutly hoped 
that all traces of the present troubles may soon disappear from the land. 


SANDHURST, 

President, 


D. Mackichan, 

Bhalchandra Krishna, 

Ghellabhai Haridass, 

Cowasjee Hormusjee, G.G.M.C., 
George Lund, 

S. M. Moses, 

Bezonjee N. Capadia, 


G. COTTON, 

Chairman. 

-Members of the Bombay Provincial Committee. 


ARTHUR LESLIE, 

Honorary Secretary. 


Bombay, 


February i8g8 . 



FORM B. 



FORM 


INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RE 
Statement showing details of relief operations 



Bijaporo. 

Bliolapur. 

Ahmodnagar, 

NaBlk. 

Khandclsh. 

Satara. 

’• ; ’ j- 

OBJECT I- 






5 

' 

A.— Clothing 1 , blankets, ete., to persons 





i 

•’ 

in receipt of Government relief, 






. \t. 

whether in poor-huoses, kitchens, 



s3». 


t 

■ '■ : i 

or outside. 





■ - 1 


(»') number of persons to whom articles 






. ’ ■ ••• !• 

of clothing or blankets tcere given : — 

Number of 




1 

• 1 
i 

(a) tlis articles being sent from Eng- 

persons. 






laud . . 

... 

207 

... 

... 

••• 

••• 

(S) the articles being provided by 







the Provincial Committee 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

(o) the cloth or articles being purchased 





. 


by the Local Committees or 







Sub-Committees, or by gentle- 






. 

men provided with funds by 







the Local Committee . • 

27,388 

41,015 

7,209 

8,542 

3,698 

' 

5,825 

Total number or tebsons 

27,388 

42,152 

7,2C9 

. 

8,542 

•*" 

3,098 

5,825 

Kotb.— • 






■ . 1 

, ■ ' 1 
, i 

i 

(1) expenditure on clothing, blankets, 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

R a. p, 1 

etc., under (c) above , 

30,850 13 8 

13,112 6 0 

7,991 5 3 

5,701 3 3 

3,531 7 9 

9,107 15 5 ; 

(2) how much of (1) was spent in 






v 

purchasing from weavers . 

22,317 10 4 

7,823 1 9 

0,141 1 8 

... 

1,841 10 8 

' 1 
* i 

(3) bow much from petty shop- 



•* 




keepers .... 

7,4)4 10 10 

3,761 5 0 

1,670 4 4 

... 

1,686 13 3 

9,107. 15 6 

(4) how much in buying from large 







cloth-dealers .... 

1,128 8 0 

1,637 14 3 

173 15 3 


... 

. ' i 

... ’ . i 

(fi) number of persons, if any, to whom 






. , j 

money was given to enable them to 






( 

buy clothing ; 


2,204 

34 

... 

... 

297 , j 

Amount so given . . . 

... 

2,019 4 0 

40 8 0 

... 

... 

1 

345 a 0 ; 

B.— Other expenditure In poor-houses 







or kitchens. 







(») maintaining poor-houses or kitchens 






! 

. i 

before Government action began, or 



- 




where Government did not maintain 







them : — 







(a) amount spent in building and 







furnishing poor-houses or 







kitchens . . . 

... 

... 





(5) establishment charges 

... 

... 

... 

... 

63 2 5 

213 1 8 

(c) oonvoying paupers to poor- 
houses 



' 



* ' - • 

(d) rations and comforts 

... 

... 

131 10 8 


P43 2 0 

683 4 7 

(e) other expenditure (with details) . 

... 

... 

25 0 0 


4 14 6 

4,326 11 0 






(cart hire, etc.) 


Total undbe B 




MSHBI 





... 

• 156 10 6 

I 

1,011 2 11 

6,223 1 3. 

Carried forward 

30,830 13 8 

15,731 9 0 

8,194 7 9 


4,542 10 8 

14,670 8 8 
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B. 


LIEF FUND, BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. 

from the commencement tip to 31st October 1897 • 
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Bijapore. 

Stiolapur. 

Abmcdaagar. 

Nasik. 

Kbandetsb^ 

Sat a r a.. 


R a. p. 

R a. p. 

R a', p. 

R a. p.' 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

Brought forward • 

30,850 13 8 

15,731 9 0 

8,194 7 9 

5,701 3 3 

4,542 10 8 

14,676 8 8 

Note. — 







(1) length of time during which 
poor-house and kitohen was open 

(2) total number of persona who 

came to the poor-house and 
kitohen .... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

162 days. 

1,699 

C From 29-4*97 

(.To 1*11-97 

19,769 

(3) highest number in poor-house 
and kitchen on any one day 

... 

... 

... 

... 

293 on 30th 
August. 

782 

(4) average daily number of inmates 

... 

• •• 

... 

Ml 

176 

318 

(it) provision of“comfortt u in Govern- 
ment poor-houses — 


1 





(a) cost of milk-supply . 

... 

18 6 6 : 

232 3 0 

... 

0 11 3 

... 

(6) purohaso of lime juice and other 
comforts .... 

... 

* j 

2J6 12 10 

... 

... 

... 

(c) money distributed for purchase of 
additional food . . . 

387 15 7 


149 9 9 

... 

... 

M * 

(d) other expenditure (with details) . 


72 5 3 
Grain and cloth- 
ing.) 

- 202 11 7 
(Medical com- 
forts, etc.) 


167 6 1 
(Increased ration 
to tho weak 
children.) ' 

. 

Total . 

387 16 7 

90 10 9 

801 5 2 

... 

168 1 4 

».* 

Noth.— 







(1) length of time during which 
comforts were provided . 

7 months. 

8 months. 

6 months. 


... 


(2) total number of persons who 
were provided with comforts . 

791 

1,698 

96 

... 



(3) average daily number supplied— 







C children . . 

A with milk ] 

(.others . • 

... 

48 

7 

11 

2 

... 

... 

«... 

B with other comforts . 

3-0%, 

8 

. 28 

** 

... 

... 

C.— Other expenditure on persons in 
receipt or Government relief out- 
side poor-houses. 







(i) Supplementing the famine wage on 
relief works — 

(a) total amount so expended 

379 14 0 

4,055 7 1 

462 0 7 




(6) period during which it was ox- 
pended .... 

7 months. 

4 months and 

6 months. 




(c) total number of payments made . 

1,203 

8 days. 
11,383 

... 

... 

... 

i.» 

(d) average number eaoh day — 

A men .... 

0-43 

18 

40 

... 


• •• • 

B women .... 

1-64 

15 

1 

... 

... 


C children .... 

3-54 

12 

31 

... 

... 

• •• 

(ii) Supplementing the Government dole 
in gratuitous relief- 
la') Total amount so expended . . 

HI 

1,378 12 6 

95 3 6 


- 

■ 

(b) Period during which it was ex- 
pended 

(c) Total number of payments made . 

... 

6 months and 
30 days. 
2,929 

6 months. 

115 

... 

Ml 

Ml 

III 

(d) Average number per month or fort- 
_ _ night (according as the dole was 

monthly or fortnightly) of persons 
whose dole was increased , 

««« 

*«* 


... . 


... 

Carried forward , 

31,618 11 3 

21,266 7 4 

.9,553 1. 0 

5,701 3. 3 

4,710 12 0 

14,676' 8. 8 
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. Bijnpur. 


Sholaptir. 


Ahmedaagar. 


Brought forward 

(Hi) providing meals for children or 
aged and infirm persons about 
relief works — 

(a) Total amount so expended . 

(b) Period during which it was ox- 

pended . • • • 

(o) Avorage number for each day — 

' A children . . • ■ 

B aged persons 

O infirm porsons . 

D.— Other relief under heading 
“ Object I.”, — such as assistance to 
wanderers, sending them to Relief 
Works or to their own villages. 
Grants made to poor people out of 
relief officers’ imprests. 


It a. p. 8 "• V ■ 8 a. p. 

31,618 11 3 21,266 7 1 9,553 1 0 


1,667 1 11 7.122 8 5 1,197 10 1 

7 months 1 months and 6 months. 
10 days. 


R a. p. R a, p. R a . i> 
5,701 3 3 4,710 12 0 14.G7G 3 « 


30 0 G 


About 5 weeks. 


Not available 


Naturo ol c 
turc 


loxpendt- *. o[£5‘i 


lJiJAPua Distbict. 

Casual donations 7 „ 

to destitute poor . months. 3 - 037 


to & rt 

rt ►» 

go-S 

=» ft* 


15 =. 1 < VA 


s* I 


o „• C *5 5 s- 

A 2 | S -3 

5 £ * ' « a o c 

A * A : u -c -r< * 



"tS r3 O 2 

5.3 o 5 ! 

*C3 ° 2 

<£* » w — 4 r*' 

•a B *2 

II < 


3 « 5 

! So 


- a r 3 ° 
=S o g 


A 1 - rr 


1 R g. » 

© I r+ a ** 3 

2 1 ° Si i 


1 4.049 7 U 3,937 



Total . 4,649 7 11 18 10 10 3,410 10 8 ... 21,674 11 6 780 11 .0 

Total No. of Persons relieved . . * 3,937 26 . 2,602 ... . 29,405 . oco 

• =■ Carried forward . 37,825 5 1 28,397 10 7 14,161 5 9 5,701 3 3 20,416 14 0 15,157 3 8 
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Poona. 


R a. p. 
5,679 6 9 


. 

' «£ 
a 2 k o 

o E> 
O o~ 

g ©« 

ii&i 


* tc 

£.5 


1& 

< 


S g 


si 


2 o 
o 


< . 
„ w 
.£ « 


[5*2 S 

> s*g 

,2 3 rt 

It: « S 


♦* o » 

rf c«jj 
§ o w 

U)3w 

gjtf 

Is 


| s o 

e5 

!--i 

, fa 

rs-25 


703 


201 


7,326 1 9 
5,367 


13,003 8 6 


Bclgruim, 


R a. p. 
3,219 13 6 


42 6 0 
4 months. 


50 persons 
in all, 


81 


?49 11 9 
99 


3,611 15 3 


Dbarwar. 


R a. p. 
1,132 14 0 


Kolabi. 


R a. p. 
2,087 2 4 


119 


P&nch Mahals 
and 

Rena Kantha, 


& a. p. 


1 


i 


635 2 3 
819 


1,768 0 3 


2,087 2 4 


Thana. 


& a . p. 


Bombay 

(Plagne Committeo), 


R a. p. 
4,659 7 .8 


Total. 


R a. p. 
1,04,293 7 9 


9,950 o 11 


4,659 7 8 


38,845 3 8 
43,215 


1,53,090 12 4 



Brought forward 
OBJECT II.- ORPHANS. 

(j) expenditure during the famine 


Naturo ol expenditure. 


Subsidies to Orpha- 
nages . . . 


Construction of 
Orphanngos . . 


Maintenance of 

Orphans in Fund 
Orphanages . 


Conveyance of 

orphans to their 
homes 


Education of orphans 


Miscellaneous . 



w 1 

o 

i 

o 

a 

< 

t» 

. a , 
Sj-a I 

s£ 

3 O 

*A 

i 

! 

o 


«jT 

Cl 

60 

s 




o 

o 

tt> 

t3 

U 

Ol 

»» 

rf 

§ 

CO 

H 

o 


o 

in 

12 

s 


lO 1 


rH 


CO 

§ 

« | 
«. J 

175 


5 

g S£ 

£ 3 0 

■< A 


No. of Orphaua 


(ii) number of orphans to whom clothes 
were given — 

(а) tho artioles being sent from 

England . . . 

(б) ditto provided by the Pro- 

vincial Committee . , 

(c) the cloth or articles being pur- 
chased by the Local Committee 
or Sub-Committee or by gentle- 
men provided with funds by the 
Local Committee . . . 

• Carried over . 


37,825 5 


El 3 0 


28,478 12 8 14,718 3 6 
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Tocraa. 

Bfilgaum. 

Dhanrar« 

Kolaba. 

Pouch Mahals and 
Herra Kantba. 

Thana, 

Fambay (PlsguA 
Committee.) 

Total. 

13 

8 

,005 

0 . jC 
8 6 

8 

3,611 

a. 

15 3 

8 

1,768 

a. 

0 3 

8 

2,087 

«• .? 
2 4 

8 a, $ 


8 

0 . £ 

. 8 a. %, 

4,659 7 8 

8 a. j \ 
1,53,090 12 4 

•a 

o 

*K 

5 

P* 

O 

P 

o 

e 

■< 

1 ? 

a 

*J 

u 

i 

■c 

& 

A- 

C 

c 

o 

e 

< 

o 

to 

If 

C o 
£ 

o 

<v 

A. 

4* 

P 

P 

O 

£ 

< 

O # 
et 

If 

c © 
tc 

•a 

3. 

o 

P- 

A 

P 

O 

6 

< 

* 

o 

O 5 
.a .2 

sf. 

a o 


•o 

o 

>4 

9 

Cm 

"c 

8 

E 

■< 

® •? 

>4 n 

« 

Ee- 



15th Jnno to 
31st October. 

o 

00 

32 

4 

*” 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

. 

... 

-*• 

... 


»■( 

III 

... 

... 

... 

... 


M* 

B 


... 


... 

... 

... 


... 

... 


... 



121 

m 

u. 

cs 

H 

»d 

CO 

rH 

'i p 

s 4 

.cj C- 

**H t- 
i-t ° 

Q £ 

-4-3 g 

S'! 

Jz CJ 

-4-> <0 

1.0 r-4 

CM CO 

o 

c 

o 

T? 

02 

22 

w 

-3 

O 

i—t 

o 

o 

rH 

02 

2 

« M 

9th September 
to 31st October. 

© 

rH 

rH 

a 

t- 

(8 

6 

... 

• •• 


o 


















o 

CO 

* 

3 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 



<i • 



- 




* 

o 

O . 

II 

•a- 












11 th April to 

13th Hay. 

ca' 

iH 

O 

02 

C 


... 

... 

Is 

Pi 

0.0, 

o£ 

jf 1 

S © 

o 

V4 to 

O v. 

C9 

'Op: 
o ° 

£ « 

!.| 

03 ** 

W O 

P 

M 

PC 

... 



... 

... 

... 

... 

•* 

»«» 


IM 

... 

CO 

CQ 

rH 

CO 

oa 

CM 

273 


... 

... 

... 

• •• 


• •• 

... 

... 

... 

21 days m 
September. 

o 

■<? 

ID 

m 

1 

... 

... 

... 

CM 

CO 

rH 

t-. 

CM 

CM 

**-T 

... 

... 

CO 

rH 

S 

... 

... 

o 

o 

CD 

02 

... 

... 

o 

o 

rH 

0? 

... 


... 

O 

ID 

rH 

CM 

p—4 

P 

... 

... 

02,507 1 1 

... 

... 

407 

... 

... 

1 

... 

••• 

22 



2 

*•* 

... 


6 

• •• 

1284 


... 



... 



... 



... 


III 


• •• 


Ml 

... 

£43 8 6 for 

121 ornhutiB. 


... 


027 12 9 for 

C9 ornlmnp. 

RO 12 0 for 

2 orphans. 


£2 7 9 for 

6 orphans. 

Ml 

R7o 12 0 for 

197 orphans. 








* 

1 









14,270 14 2 j 

3,(5lt> 0 6 

1,841 13 0 j 

2,083 14 4 



15 

6 9 

4,659 7 8 

1,65,673 15 11 








































Brought forward 


(»») relief after the famine— 

(a) number of orphans already pro- 
vided for — 


Bijapur, 


If possible, state— 


Males. 


Females. l 


(4) ages of suoh 
orphans — under 
1 year — 

over 1 and under 
3 years — 

over 3 and under 
5 years 

over 5 and under 
10 years . 

over 10 years 


H a. p 
37,825 6 1 


Total. 


• (c) Brief statement of arrangements 
made for maintenance till such 
orphans become self-supporting. 


( d) Sum paid for suoh arrangements 


OBJECT 111. 

A.— Supply of clothing to respectable 
poor, not In receipt of Govern- 
ment relief - 

(i) number of persons to whom articles 
oj clothing were given — 

(o) the articles leing sent from 
Eugland .... 

(6) the articles provided by the Provin 
oial Committee . . 

(c) the cloth or articles being purchased 
by the Local Committee or Sub' 

. Committees, or by gentleman pro 
vided with funds by the Local! 
Cjmmitteo ... 


Total nchbee of pebsons 
Carried over 


Nil. 


Sholapur. . 


Ahmedaagur. 


R a. p. 

.28,-178 13 8 


R a. p. 
14,718 3 ' 6 


Nasik. 


R a. p. 
5,755 0 3 


Khandeisk. 


R a. p. 

26,815 11 4 


. Satan. 


' R a, p. 

16,552 6 . 8 


RoOO paid to 
the Orpha- 
nage . and 
Foundling In- 
stitution ft 
Pandharpuv 
as an assis- 
tance of the 
fund. 


Two orphans Paid for support] 
already known! and educa- 
to tho District! 

Committee. 


No. of persons, 


10,715 


16,715 


37,825 5 1 


R600 debited 
in the Ac, 
counts. 


One has been 
allowed R5 a 
month till it 
becomes self- 
supporting, 
and the other 
is given in 
ebargo of a 
gentleman 

R. B. Kathu 
Bapujee. 

All the Mam- 
latdars have, 
been directed 
to pay R5 per 
mensem to 
persons in 
charge of 
orphans. 

R2,000 reset - 
ved. This 
item is not 
debited in the 
Accounts, 


tion of SO 
orphans sent 
to the Nasik 
Orphanage. 


RIO.OOO 0 0 


10,020 


10,020 -. 


28,978 12 8 


250 


1,017 


1,267 


14,718 3 6 


7,470 


7,470 


15,755 0 3 


3,671 


3,571 


26,845 11 4 


15,652 6 















i 


1’OOBB. 


Rap 
14,276 14 2 


■ 
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Bclganra. 

Dharwar. 

i 

f 

j 

! 

Kolaba. 

Panch Mahals and 
Ben a Kantha. 

Thana. 

Bombay (Plague 
Committee ) 

Torit, 

& a, p, 

8,616 0 0 

* R a. p 

1 

1.841 13 0 

& a. jr. 

2,088 14 4 

i 

R a. p 

R a. 2 ? 

15 (j 9 

i 

R a. p, 

4.G59 7 8 

8 a. p, 

1*55,673 15 11 


I 


The orphan has 
been kept in j 
charge of a 
rouse, and j 
steps me I 
being takon I 
for her trans- 1 
mission to an ! 
Orphannge. j 


The balanco of 
R21-11 is 
intended for 
the main- 
tenance for 
these orphans 
until they aie 
either taken 
ohargc of by 
thoir relatives 
or removed 
to the Poona 
Dnkhan 
Orphanage. 


Five oiphans have 
been taken away 
by their mater- 
nal uncle who 
was found out 
and who has 
agreed to take 
care of them. 

Ore oiphan has 
been mado over 
to a Koli named 
Lashya Dhakija 
of Nizam- 
pmadaluka 
Rhiwandi, who 
has agreed to | 
maintain him. 


10.500 0 0 


No. of persons. 
10 




• 

t 


1 

! 

1 

No. of peisons. 
260 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

682 

1 

■% 


... 

... 

22 

... 

39,607 

692 

... 

... 

— 

... 

32 

... 

39,767 

14,276 14 2 

3,616 0 6 

1,841 13 0 

2,088 14 4 

... 

15 6 9 

4,659 7 8 

1,66,173 15 11 
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Bijapur. 

S hob pur. 

Ahmednagur. 

Naslk. 

m 

Satara, 

Brought forward 

,Notb.— 

R a. p- 
37,825 5 1 

8 a. p. 
28,978 12 8 

R a. p. 
14,718 3 6 

8 a. p . 
15,765 0 3 

8 a, p. 
26,845 11 4 

8 a. p, . 

15,552 0 8 

(1) expenditure inourred under (o) 
abovo • • • • 

16,740 4 2 

2,767 0 3 

1,181 6 O 

7,761 6 5 

3,737 15 5 

... 

(2) how much of (1) was spent in pur- 
chasing from weavers 

12,520 7 11 

1,635 6 3 

1,118 3 6 

... 

1,046 0 8 

... 

(3) how much from petty shop-keepers . 

4,219 12 3 

1,119 6 0 

63 2 6 

14.' 

2,055 10 6 

... 

(4) how much from large cloth -dealers. 

... 

12 4 0 

... 

... 

636 4 4 

... 

(ii) number of persons, if any, to whom 
money teas given to enable them to 
buy clothing ; amount so 

given ..... 

B.— PBOVISION OB TVOBK TO BBSPECTA- 
BBE poob (other than that shown 
under heading “Object TV " below, 
as. provided for professional work- 
man) 

d to ^ 6 

( i ) work given out, to be return 6 
Committee — 

(a) nature of work offered 

Nil. 

394 12 5 
No. of persons 
241 

• «* 

... 

IM 

< II 

... 

- 

- 

165 0 0 
No. of persons 

28 

(6) number of people supplied with 
materials .... 

••• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• •• 

(c) cost of materials 
{d) quantity of finished product re- 
turned by them .... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1*. 

• •• 

... 

... 

(e) amount paid for their labour 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

(/) amount received by silo of the 
produco . ... 

*». 

... 

, 

1 

* » 4 

... 

IM 

(g) profit orjoss to the Fund < 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


(it) work given out to be sold by the 
workers— 

(a) nature of work given . 



1 

... 

« ii 

... 

(6) number of people supplied with 
materials 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

(c) amount expended . . 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

C.— Grain or cooked food doles to 
respectable poor— 







(i) period during which this relief was 
given . 

5 months 

6 months 

8 months 

... 

April to Oot. 

IM 

(ii) number (average, if necessary) of 
persons in receipt of doles . 

423 

1,184 

4,953 


5,204 

... 

(iii) rates of tiie doles . . 

3 6 0 


about i seer 
per adult per 
day, 

about i seer 
per child per 
day. 

... 

J to 1J lb per 
diem in oaso 
of cooked food, 
1 to 2 bread 
daily. 

... 

(iv) at what intervals given . 

(v) amount expended . . . 

1 month 

1,400 9 0 

monthly. 

2,125 15 10 

Weekly. 

13,984 12 8 

... 

Weekly or fort 
nightly. 
10,453 8 1 

‘ •»» 

D.— Money doles to respectable poor 
for purchase of fijod— 
li) perbd during which this relief was 
given 

(ii) number (avorage, if necessary') of 
persons in receipt of dole : averagt 
monthly number of families 

7 months 

1,652 

3 months and 
10 days. 

1,134 

7 months 

3,240 

... 

April to Octo- 
ber. 

3,327 

8 months 

1,746 

(iii) rates of the doles (average) . 

(iv) at what intervals given . 

(v) amount expended 

3 8 10 

1 month 

41,048 12 5 

monthly. 

8,091 14 1 

(average £3 
( per month. 

“6,368 5 4 

... 

6 pies to 2 anna! 
per diem. 

Weekly or fort- 
nightly. 
11,265 10 3 

♦ M 

oncoa month 

3,444 12 6 

Carried over 

97,014 14 8 

42,358 7 3 

36,252 11 6 

23,506 5 8 

62,292 13 1 

19,162, 3 2 
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Poona. 

Bclganra. 

Dharvrar. 

Kolaba. 

Patch Mahals and 
Revra Kanlba. 

. ... 

Thana. 

Bombay (Plagae 
Committee). 

ToTiL. 

R a . p. 

R a. p. 

8 a. p. 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

& a. f. 

/? a. />. 

14,276 14 2 

3,616 0 6 

1,841 13 0 

2,088 14 4 


16 6 9 

4,659 7 8 

1,66,173 15 11 

889 12 4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

7 0 0 

... 

33,074 11 7 

10 8 0 

... 

... 

... * 

... 

... 

... 

... 

389 4 4 

... 


... 

... 

7 0 0 

... 

... 

490 0 0 

... 

... 

... 

... 



... 

30 0 0 



- 




579 12 5 

No. of persons 







No. of persons 

15 



... 

... , 


... 

284 

*». 

... 

• •• 

... 

... 

• •• 


• K 

Ml 

Its 

*•« 

»•< 

... 

... 

... 


... 

• •• 

**• 


«*• 

... 

... 

• •• 

... 

... 


... 

... 

* 

... 

• #» 

... 

• »» 

• *» 

... 

M. 


... 

• •• 

... 




From Gth March 

Onco only. 


18 days 

. 

13th September to 


... 

to 31st Ofltober. 

* 


31et Ootober. 



411 

68 

... 

30 


33-5 

... 

... 

lib of wheat 

21b per adult 


0 2 6 for adult 


36 tolas to each 


... 

flour. 

and lib for boy 


0 2 0 for fe- 


aged. 




or girl. 


males 0 16 


18 tolas to above 





for children 


7 years. 






above 7 j ears. 

0 10 for ohil- 


9 tolas to under 

7 years. 






dren under 7 







years. 


Daily. 



Onco a week. 

Once. 

... 

Daily. 

... 

«»* 

... 

6,176 8 9 

I 

63 13 4 


449 0 10 

... 

60 4 6 

*•* 

83,704 9 0 

1 

From Gth March 
to 31st October. 

Once only. 


16 d*ys. 

... 


% V* 

... 

1,095 

19 

... 

69 

... 

... 

... 

m 

R4 per month or 
sums varying 
from SI to Bll 

... 

... 

not fixed. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

per month. 

... 

• •• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

M« 

2,801 13 6 

36 0 0 

... 

135 9 0 

... 

... 

... 

73,182 13 1 

23,176 0 9 

3,705 13 10 

1,841 13 0 

2,673 8 2 


82 11 3 

4,659 7 8 

3,06,715 14 0 
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. l'ijapur. 

• SlioJnpur. 

Abrctiliiagar, 

\ 

| Niuok. ■ 

i 

KI;AO(Jcish, 

Catan« . ’ ’ j 

Brought over 

Ji a. p. 
07,011 U 8 

K u. p. 

■18,353 7 3 

H a. p. 
3d, 252 11 0 

f 

H a. p. 
'-M.uUU 5 8 

A f a. p. 
51,202 13 1 

/i a. v i 

10,152 3 2: 

.—Cheap grain" shops— 



i 

| 




(i) Numborand localities of grain shops 

!L grain shop 
ut Bijapnr. 

1 grain shop at 
Sholapur. 

j 

2 grain shops, I 
one at Kunlar \ 
Taluka and i 
th<s other ut ; 
the Ahmed- 
n.igar City. > 

8 grain shops 

i 

i 

| 

i 

(2)JPoriod during which relief was 
* giveu . 

3 mouths 

i 

! 1 month 

1 

| 

I 

( 

From ltitli : 

October 1800 i 
to still Conti- j 
uued. i 

. 

! 

i 

} 

j 

j 

1 j 

| 

M * S 

(3) Not amount expended from tin) 
fund during that period 

1,118 10 0 

t 

! 

ii 110-7-3 . ; 

lt!),h2a I 9 | 

■1.1‘X) 0 0 

... ' ! 


(■1) Excess of privileged rulo over 
market rate (in seers or lbs. per 
rupee ..... 

/ 

Jib to lib . j 

» 

l 

i 

! 

? 

» 

» 

J of seer over j 
market rate, i 
1U5-13 0 i 
given for re- j 
pairs and other j 
expenditure , 
for the shop. !• 

t 

i 

2 Jib. ou an ; 
averago, 

1 

i 

1 

! 

i 

... 

j 

! 

i 

, i 

- 

(5) Average number of persons relieved 
during caoli month of the period . 

! 

i,8i:i-s : 

! 

j 

R370-10-3 were, 
given to make : 

up the Iujs j 
incurred hi - the | 
excess rale. 

i 

i 

i 

j 

) 

1 

i 

t 

f 

1 

«*<. t 

... 




Total * . 


Carriod over 
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fiij&Pur, 


SboJflpnr, 


A boifJoA^ar. 





Brought forward 

a. p. 

1,01,10*3 8 8 

n j. p 
•12,77 M 0 

OBJECT IV. 



A.— Provision of employment to 
professional workmen. 

(i) T Fork given out, to be returned to 
the Committee — 

i 


(a) nature of employments asiisted . , 

j 

1 

i 


j 

] 

1 

1 

i 

! 

i 

i 

i 

t 

f 

(4) number of people supplied with 
money or materials . . . 



(r) cost of materials i (or money 
advances) 

••• 


(if) quantities of finished products 
returned by them . . 


lit 


(e) amount paid for thcir'lnbnar. 


( /) amount received by salo of prodrela 


[ii) Jesittance in providing material / 
for tcorb to be sold bi/jhe tcorbcre — 

(а) nature of employments assisted 

(б) number of people supplied with 

materials ..... 

(c) cost of such materials . 

(d) number of people who received 

money gifts .... 

(«) amount of suoh gifts . , 


B. —Assistance towards building 
or repairing of houses. 

(i) number of people assisted 

(ii) causes of destruction of houses (fire, 

want, etc.) 

(iii) amount expended .... 


. 1,01,163 8 8 


A* a. p. 

•10,078 13 3 


i 

i 

\ 

1 


707 
0,070 0 0 j 

33 

510 0 0 

hi 

By lire. 

155 0 0 


Carried over 


•12,77-1 1-1 6 


52,813 13 3 
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Poona. 

Balgnum. 

Dhanm. 

Koliba. 

Punch Mahal* 

' and 

Berra Kftntha. 

Thins. 

Bombay 

(Plague Committee), 

Tent. 

R a. p. 
23,656 0 0 

... 

»»» 

• »« 

• *» 

Five. 

18 0 0 

R a. p. 
3,705 13 10 

Purchase of 
cloth, vnanu- 
factored by 
weavers in 
Gokak who 
could not find 
snlo owing to 
Famine. 

R9.670 5 11 
Remakes. 

The shop was 
opened By the 
Municipality 
to which 

money was 
ad v a n o o d 
from tho 

Fund. 

R3,670 6 11 
have been 

realized by 
Bale of cloth 
and Munici- 
pality hopes 
to reoover re- 
pay tho 

balance of 
56,000 by 
sale of the 
cloth still on 
hand. . 

No. of persons 
relieved 9,030 

... 

R a. p. 
2,051 4 2 

«•! 

... 

£ a. V- 
2,073 8 2 

... 

»»• 

• 

■■I 

.if 

I.. 

««. 

... 

»»• 

R a. p. 
403 14, 1 

tit 

... 

... 

Ml 

R a. v. 
82 11 3 

Ml 

■ «i 

Ml 

Ml 

Ml 

Ml 

*(• 

... 

K a . p. 
5,013 8 8 

••• 

... 

. t » 

••• 

»(• 

in 

Ml 

Ml 

• «( 

7? a. p, 
3,27,172 13 2 

0,670 C 11 

• ft 

♦ .( 

((* 

• (« 

((• 

6,070 0 0 

758 0 0 

• •• 

«< ( 

187 0 0 

23,673 0 9 

13,876 3 9 

2,051 4 2 


403 14 1 

82 11 3 

5,013 8 3 

343,858 2 1 
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■ Bljapur. 

Sholapur. 

AbmcdnaRar. 

Kaalk. 

Khanddsh, 

Batara. 



ft a. p. 

ft a. p. 

ft a. p. 

. ft a. p. 

ft a. p. 

Brought forward 

,01,103 8 8 

12,771 11 0 

62,813 13 3 

27,000 5 8 

62,807 2 5 

19,918 3 2 

C.— Assistance where only MONEY 
• grants have been given by pro- 
vision of cattle, seed-grain, etc., 







to cultivators— 







(i) number of cultivators assisted — . 

22,105 

27,019 

32,020 

3,009 

3,273 

22,030 • 

(ii) (roughly) how many for purchaso 
or liiro of cattlo alono . 


5,763 

2,707 + 


157 

275 

Ditto dilto of seed- 

gi ain alono .... 

1,007 

20,175 

15 goalies 
(milkmen). 

21,119 

• 4. 

2,01 1 ; 

• 

i- 

12,123 i 

Ditto for fodder subsistence 
of cattle alono . 


1,158 

303 

4*4 

i 

91 

750 | - 

Ditto ditto cultiva- 

tor and family alono 

2 

171 

1,211 | 

| 

.44 j 

12 

i 

1,637 | 

Ditto wages to labourers 
alono ..... 

Ml 


... . i 

... 

. - 

* • i 

Ditto for more than ono of 
tho abovo objects . 

20, -100 

69 

1,118 i 


090 

2,021 

(iii) amount of gifts made . . 

1,11,378 2 0 

97,758 8 1 

1 

1 

I 

i 

1 

2,02,051 3 1 

18,313 S 0 

30,072 7 0 

2,825. Details 
not given by 
the District j 
Deputy Collector.! 

71,728 8 0 j 

(iv) (roughly) bow rnueb for purohaso 
of cattlo .... 

-10,700 11 0 

20,799 0 0 

77,131 0 0 


0,531 15 0 

1,198 

Ditto diHo seed-grain . 

89,005 3 0 

17,250 10 9 

2;ooo » o 

for goalies. 
90,339 11 1 


17,055 O 0 

!’ 

32 770 0 O 1 

j 

Ditto subsistence of cattlo . 

9,293 8 0 

20,887 15 1 

1,305 8 O 


ISO 0 0 

3,315 0 0 ! 

Ditto ditto cultivator 






r 

15,919 8 0 ! 

and family . 

3,318 12 0 

1,993 O O 

25,182 O 0 


1,207 O 0 

Ditto wages to labourers . 

• •• 

821 11 3 

• 4* 


GOO 

44 4 

For more than ono of tho abovo 
objects .... 





5,021 8 0 

T 

11,000 ’ o o ! 

Details not 
given bv tho j 
District Doputy; 
Collector. S 

1 

1 

D.— Assistance to cultivators by 
grants IN KIND— 

(1) Number of cattlo puroliascd 

2,391 

5,525 



251 

(2) Price of ditto , 

•00,021 15 5 

1,23,971 1 5 

... 


3,023 2 0 

... j' 

! 

(3) Number of cultivators 
assisted by grants or 
, loans of cattlo (esti- 
mated) . . . 2,170 


5,753 


... 

i 

i 

| 107 

i 

. i 

(it) Seed— 

(i) Quantity of seed purchased . 

(Not known.) 

2,129 mounds. 


i 

i 

4 1. 

i 

130} mds. of 


' (ii) Price of ditto . . 

9,211 13 8 

80,193 1 9 


.11 

grain and 
l,9G8Ibs. 
8,517 5 8 

... 

(iii) Numbor of cultivators amongst 







whom distributed . . . 

2,875 

10,702 

... 

»»» 

1, SSI -p. 

.44 

(fii) Foddbb— 

(a) Net expenditure on fodder 
bought from Government and 
. sold at cheap rates or given 
■ - away 

1,859 10 9 


2,898 7 0 

.4. 



(J) Net expenditure on foddor re- 
ceived from Provincial Com- 
. mittee or locally purchased and 
sold at cheap rates or given 
away 

153 2 0 

39,602 9 1 


(4. 



Carried over 

3,19,821 5 0 

3,31,603 8 10 

2,67,803 7 1 

45,919 11 2 
i 

95,420 1 1 

91,016 11 2 


* Coat of cattle delivered in the DUtrict . 1157,235 13 10 


Exp9QB63 on feeding, etc. • . • . R3,760 1 7 



Belputn. Dlunrar. 



23,073 0 0 j 13,376 3 g' j 2,051 “i 2 2,673 % 2 


Punch Mahals 
and 

Pena Kanlhi, 


403 14 1 


« (t. n. 
82 11 3 


J? a. ]).' 

C,013 S 8 | 3,43,858 2 


l,768fts. 


1.25,107 


I ••• 


26,542 4 3 7,474 15 6 4,677 9 4 140 0 0 2,276 0 6 


2,746 12 0 4,054 0 4 

for Iiire of 
„ cattle. 

7,986 11 3 3,623 12 0 623 0 0 

4 ? 9 0 0 1,204 7 6 

14,622 3 0 

144 6 0 

3,410 0 0 


100 0 0 


10 0 0 2,276 0 6 


03, 613 2 ft 


224 6 0 248 0 6 


1,94,394 12 i 


105 IB 2 


43,358 7 3 


4,26S 2 0 


60,215 G 0 


2,679 14 7 


82 11 8 


39.715 II 2 










. 3d° 


jr— 




Eljapur. 

Bbolapar, 

Ahmcdongar, 

Naslk. 

Khandolsh. 

Satara. 

Brought forward . 3 

(Hi) FoDDEB— 

(c) Total valuo of mouoy grants 
made for purchases 

R a. p- 
,10,821 5 0 3 

• •• 

R a. V ■ 
,31,563 8 10 .2 

i 

R a. p. 
,57,803 7 1 

R a. p. 
■15,919 11 2 

R a. p. 
93,120 1 1 

205 8 0 1 

i 

R a. p. 
91,610 11 2 

(c l) Total number of freo 
mado of fodder in kind 

grants 

1 • 

1,001 

511 

... 

... 


... 

t 

1 

t 

1 

... 

M Total numhor of grants of fodder 
in kind mado at reduced prices 
(/) Total number of money grants 
mado for purchaso of fodder 
alono . • • • • 

(a) Totals of (d), (o) and (/) show- 
ing total number of persons 
assisted with fodder . . 

1,001 

i 

G17 

1,158 

805 

i 

t 

i 

... j 

I 


t 

1 

s 

in 

m 

1 

... 

E.— Loans recoverable, 
(a) To agriculturists— 
Amount . • 

, a 

... 

••• 1 


i 

1 

... ! 

i 


in 

j 

! 

1 

(6) To othors— 
Amount • 

• 

. 

Ml 

... 

... 

1 

t 

in j 

1 




... 

F.— Other expenditure under heading 
« Object IV 




1 

i 

_ 



— 

I 

Natnro ot 
expenditure, 

Poriod of 
expend!* , 
turo. 

Amount of 
expenditure. 

Number of 
persona 
relieved. 





9 

j 5 

-3 

0 

hm 

V 

C-, 

I H 
1 
















R a. p. 




j 

I 

J 


O 

n 

t? 

o 

u 

*3 


0 

CO 

2 

! 









3 

n 

u 

*2 

h 

t* 

to 

31s 

0 g 

t 2 

Si= 

u* 

j 

0 

O 

<2 S 
u 3 

a 

£ 

0 









• 



* j 

t 

... 



Total 






98 

8 C 

1 

OBJECT V.— Miscellaneous. 

(a) Office and contingent expenditure . 

239 0 3 

6G7 8 6 

537 O 10 

98 0 0 


76 12 -J 

l »»• 

(J) Prinliug . 

• • 

• • 

1 11 0 

51 3 9 

21G 1 3 

... 


Ml 

Carrying charge 





53 8 81 

... 

87 10 3 
Cartage, vnihvn; 
charges, oto. 

I.* 

r 


II 


110 



Total . . 

297 G 11 

618 12 3 

J 810 12 1 

98 9 0 


76 12 1 

i, 110 

- . ,4 

Total uudeb all Objec 

rs 

3,20,118 11 11 



mm 

mm 

91,617 15 2 


•^S'ontryNo.-lottUoWoiauadorhoaSliiKBol Obicot I. ia fora 13, 
t TUo sum spent on wells will shortly bo refunded, 















Bolgaum, 


Punch "Mahals 
and 

Rewa Kantha, 


, Bombay _ 

(Plague Committee). Tout. 


8 a. p. 8 a. p. 8 a. p. 8 a. p. 
50,216 5 0 21,181 8 6 G,976 14 0 2,813 8 2 


8 a. p. 
2,679 14 7 


8 a. p. 
82 11 3 


8 a. p. 8 a. p. 
6,013 8 3 12,34,198 5 '8 


£ ■a § 5g 

0 2 , o g E 


fc Ac c 

s - 

£ S C § <= 

o.JS o « 

a 

s 


206 8 6 


1,922 4 0 


2,020 12 0 


7 2 0 


1 13 0 


0 4 0 


Receipt Stamps 
on cheques, 
17 0 


Receipt Stamps 
and chaiges, 

10 0 


720 810 170 


10 6 


1,951 3 4 


52,144 11 0 21,189 9 6 0,978 5 0 2,813 8 2 2,680 15 1 82 11 3 5,013 8 3 12,38,376 13 1 

Amount expended for which Statistics were not kept . 1,574 4 3 


GRAND TOTAL . 12,39,950 1 4 


ARTHUR LESLIE, 

Sony. Secretary, Bomlav. 



I> 

CO 

CO 

T-H 



Q 
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ARTHUR LESLIE, 

Honorary Secretary , 

Bombay Provincial Committee , Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 
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FORM D. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF BOMBAY. 


Statement of Receipts of the District Committees working under the Provincial Committee 
from the commencement of the Fund to the 31st Octol/er 1897. 

RECEIPTS. 




Column i. 

Column 2. 

Column 3. 

Column 4. 

Column 5. 


Names of Districts. 

Opening 

balances. 

Local subscriptions 
for the district. 

Remittances from 
Provincial and other 
Fund Committees. 

Other Receipts, 
Miscellaneous. 

Total Receipts. 

I , 

Pancli Malials and Rewa 
Kantha .... 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

7,874 13 6 

R a. p. 

R a . p. 

R a. p. 

7,874 13 6 

2 

i 

Bijapore .... 

... 

6,385 0 0 

4,28,010 0 0 

... 

4 , 34,395 0 0 

3 

j 

Sholapore 

1 

| 

1,460 0 0 

3,93,010 0 0 

L 6 37 15 6 

3,96,107 15 6 

4 

Ahmednagar 

* * « 

10,104 12 0 

3,30,000 0 0 


3,40,104 12 0 

5 

Nasik .... 

... 

... 

85,000 0 0 

i,Si 5 8 1 

86,515 8 1 

6 

1 

1 

Khandeisb 


1 1,500 1 r 1 

86,000 0 0 


97,500 n 1 

1 

I 

i 

7 ! 

1 

Satara .... 

... 

22 0 0 

1,00,000 0 0 

... 

1,00,022 0 0 

1 

Poona .... 

... 

190 5 6 

75,000 0 0 

10 8 0 

75,200 13 6 

i 

t 

9 1 

Belgaum .... 

1 

1 

6,389 8 0 

15,000 0 0 

3,687 6 5 

2 5 , 07 6 i 4 5 

i° | 

Dhanvar .... 

... 

... 

7,000 0 0 

... 

7,000 0 0 

ii 

1 

Kolaba . . . . 

... 

... 

U,000 0 0 

... 

11,000 0 0 

12 

Thana .... 

... 

1,175 0 0 

• « • 

•• 

1,175 0 0 

i3 

Bombay (Plague Committee) 

... 

... 

10,000 0 0 

... 

10,000 0 0 


Total R 

... 

45,102 2 1 

1 5 40,020 0 0 

6,851 6 0 

i 5 , 9 i ,973 8 1 


ARTHUR LESLIE, 

Honorary Secretary , 

Bombay Provincial Committee, Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 



FORME. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF BOMBAY. 

fifntemnet of Expenditure of the District Committees wovMng under the Provincial Commute 
from the commencement of the Fund to the 31st October 1897. 

PAYMENTS. 


Names of 
Districts. 


Panch Mahals 
and Rewa Kan- 
tha 


Bijar (- re 


Sholapore . 


4 ! Ahmednagar 


Nasik 


Khandeish 


Satara 


Poona 


io 


*3 


Belgaum 


Dharwar 


Kolaba . 


Thana 


Bombay (Plague 
Committee) . 


Tqtal R 


Column ; 


Under Object 

I. 


8 a. p, 


37,825 5 i 


28,397 7 


14,161 5 9 


J,7o i 3 i 


26,415 14 o 


15.457 3 8 


13,005 8 6 


3,6 xi 15 3 


1,768 o 3 


2,087 2 4 1 


4,659 7 8! 


x.53.°9° 12 4 


Column 2. 


Under 
Object II. 


8 a. p. 


581 2 I 


556 13 9 


10, c s 13 0 


429 13 4 


95 3 o 


1,271 5 8j 


4 1 3 


73 12 9 


1 12 0 


15 6 9 


13,083 3 7 


Column 3. 


Under Object 
III. 


8 a. p. 
403 14 1 

63,338 3 7 

13,796 1 io 

31,360 9 9 

", 85 * 5 5 1 

25,447 7 1 

4,117 12 6 

9,378 2 7 

89 13 4 

209 7 2 

584 9 10 

67 4 6 

354 o 7 


1,60,998 12 3 


Column 4. 

Column 5. 

Column 6. ■ 

Column 7. 

Column 8 

Under Object 
IV. 

Miscellaneous. 

Total 

Expenditure. 

Closing 

balances. 

Total. 

8 a. p. 


8 a. p. 

8 a. p. 

R 

2,276 0 6 

1' 

2,680 15 1 

5,193 14 5 

■ 

7,874 13 

2,18,657 12 4 


3,20,1 18 11 11 

1,14,276 4 1 

4,34,395 0 

2,91,788 10 4 

618 12 3 

3,35>i82 5 1 

60,925 10 5 

3,96,1075 1 

2,11,784 10 1 

840 12 4 

2,58,704 3 8 

81,400 8 4 

3,40,104 12 


a 




18,313 8 6 

gS g 0 

46,018 7 2 

40,497 oil 

86,515 8 

43,430 15 2 

76 12 4 

95,800 13 II 

1,699 13 2 

97,5oo n 

71,976 8 0 

14 0 

91,647 15 2 

8,374 0 10 

1,00,022 0 

28,482 8 3 

7 2 0 

52,144 11 0 

23,056 2 6 

75,200 13 

17,475 10 7 

O 

CO 

21,189 9 5 

3,887 5 0 

25,076 14 

4,925 9 10 

170 

6,978 5 0 

21 II 0 

' 

7,000... 0 

140 0 0 

... 

2,813 8 2 

8,186 7 10 

11,000 0 

• M 

... 

82 11 3 

1,092 4 9 

1,175 0 



5,013 8 3 

4,986 7 9 

10,000 0 

9,09,251 13 7 

1,951 3 4 

12,38,375 13 1 

3,53,597 11 0 

15,91,973 8 








* Owing to delay in submitting the necessary returns these figures must be taken as approximate only. 

1 

ARTHUR LESLIE, 

Honorary Secretary, 

Bombay Provincial Committee , Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fun 
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FINAL REPORTS : NO. 1 (MADRAS). ' 

INDIAN. FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 


‘ MADRAS' PROVINCIAL r COMMITTEE. 


Report on the. Operations of the Executive Committee. 

Referring to your Circular of the 16th September 1897, the Executive Com- 
ibittee lias the pleasure to submit a report of its operations from the commence- 
ment up to 31st October last. This is accompanied by the various accounts 
and returns laid down by the Central Committee, as well as by other enclosures 
specified in the list appended hereto. 

Briefly' stated, the total receipts of this Committee, from local subscriptions 
and from grants made to it by the Central Committee, aggregated Ri 3,1 8,1 82, 
while its expenditure under all heads up to 3 1st October was Rg, 93, 507. The 
receipts and disbursements between November 1st and December 15th, during 
which period the bulk of the disbursements under Head IV was made, amounted 
to R4, 856-4-6 and R3, 75,x 19 respectively. The amount spent on working 
charges for both collection and. expenditure has been R6,339, which amounts to 
only *41 per cent, of its funds, and *46 per cent, of its expenditure. The balance 
which will remain in its hands on 31st December is estimated at about R3o,ooo. 
This has. been reserved for dealing with the recrudescence of distress, which will 
occur in certain areas owing to the failure of the North-East monsoon of 1897. 
The balance, small-as it is, .will do something to enable the Committee to relieve 
,the distress that is coming. Its existence is due to the severe restrictions 
which it was found necessary to impose on the expenditure for the relief of 
general distress (Heads I and III) during the first half of the period under review, 
Rowing to the smallness of the allotments at first made to Madras. 

■L' I . ‘ .- 

, . Extent of the Distressed Area. 

. ' The districts which were most severely affected included Bellary, Kurnool, 
Anantapur and Cuddapah in the Deccan, and the two northern districts of 
Ganjdm and Vizagapatam, 


■ Districts. . ’ • 


Population 

Of the 
district. 

Of the 
affected 
portion. 

‘ 1 . 

Of the 

district. 

Of the 
affected 
portion. - 

'Four Deccan districts'.- ' • . . . a 

Two northern districts, t . ; '• 

. L .. ; ; v Graxd Total 

17,828 

■ ■ 3,450 

12,963 

■ 2,992 

2,579,000 

1,472,445 , 

i,7S8,ooo 

1,224,445. 

21,278 

15.955 i 

, - . i 

4,05t»445 

■ 3 , 012,445 


; /.The whole of the above famine area is intersected by railways. The area of 
'.dist&ess; considerably exceeds , the- extent aboy 6 given. V ' ‘ 














As to the Deccan, all the districts lie within the famine zone of the Presi* 
dency. The areas - which were officially recognized to be seriously affected 
occupy a broad band including the north-west part of Cuddapah, the portion of 
Kurnool immediately adjoining ,on the north, nearly the whole of Anantapur and 
Bellary, and a tract of country adjoining the latter and stretching up in a north- 
easterly direction towards the town of Kurnool. In 1888 the Government 
observed that the districts of Bellary and Anantapur “ are the poorest and most 
backward in the Presidency, the most sterile and the most subject to drought; 
the ryots pay the present revenue with difficulty ; and they have as yet, far from 
fully recovered from the famine” of 1877-78. These words are_ mere common- 
places, and they would apply equally well to the affected portions of Kurnool 
and Cuddapah. 

The following, extracted from the official Statistical Atlas, gives the famine 
histories of these districts : — 

Kurnool . — Since the beginning of the century, the district has suffered eight times from famine, 
vis., in the years 1804, 1810, 1824, 1833, 1853-54, 1866, 1876-78 and again in 1891-92. In 1873-74 
also, parts of the district suffered, and in 1884 there was distress over a large area, whilst in many 
other years the scanty or unseasonable nature of the rainfall haft caused more or less widespread loss 
or injury of crop. 

The whole district is liable to famine, and the outturn of all but a small proportion of the crop on 
the cultivated area is precarious. 

Bellary . — The whole district lies within the famine zone. The earliest famine recorded was that 
of 1792-93 ; and since the beginning of the century there have been famines in 1803, 1824, 1833, 
1853-54, 1866 and 1876-78 and again in 1891-92. In 1838, 1844, 1881, 1884 and 1888 also, the 
seasons were very unfavourable over the whole or parts of the district, and in many other years the 
rainfall has been scanty or unseasonable. Occasionally severe floods occur, but the rainfall is usually 
scanty and is always uncertain, and it is only on the small strip of land (11,500 acres) irrigated by the 
Tungabhadra channels that the crop can be considered as safe in all seasons. 

Anantapur .— The whole district lies within the famine zone. The earliest famine on record is 
that of 1792-93; in 1803 there was scarcity amounting to famine; in 1823 famine was anticipated 
and relief works started; in 1832-33 both monsoons failed and the year was the worst on record up 
to that lime; 1838 was almost a famine year ; in 1843 the rainfall was small and unseasonable; in 
<844 both monsoons failed, and in 1845 the seasons were again very bad; 1853-54 were famine 
years; in 1865 distress was anticipated and was followed by famine in 1866; from 1876 to 1878 the 
last great famine raged; in 1884 relief works had again to be started, and in 1891-92 the district 
narrowly escaped from severe distress. In many other years the seasons were described as unfavour- 
able and in some remissions of the revenue on dry lands were granted. 

Ouddapah . — The greater part of the district lies within the famine zone of the Presidency, the only 
taluks which are not distinctly included in it being those which form the eastern section. Between 1800 
and 1802 considerable distress prevailed in the district ; in 1805— -1807 the distress generally prevalent 
in the Presidency extended to the district, but was not so pressing as in the earlier years mentioned. 
In 1823-24 and in 1833 famine again prevailed. In 1865-66, although crops were scanty and prices 
very high, no actual famine occurred; but in 1876-78 famine extended to all parts of the district, the 
sub-division, that is the southern section of the district, suffering most acutely. Again in 1891-92 
there was severe distress owing to the failure of crop in parts of the eastern and the southern sections, 
and relief works were opened on a considerable scale. At all times the latter section is much the 
most liable to distress caused by failure of crops, owing to the thinness and poverty of the soil. 

The area now being dealt with is 12,963 square miles, with a population of 
1,788,000. Its condition may be judged of when it is stated that the population 
has never yet reached that existing before the great famine of 1877-78, which 
swept away more than a third of the population. Unfavourable seasons, distress, 
and absolute famine have combined to arrest its recovery. 

The average rainfall is generally less than 25 inches. Around and near the 
town of Bellary it is less than 20 inches. The showers of the South-West mon- 
soon, and of the retreating current, which goes by the name of the North-East 
monsoon, begins in May, and ought to last until November. In the year which 
is gone, the average for the affected area in each of the districts was, Bellary I2'6 
inches, Anantapur i3‘8 inches, Kurnool i4'3 inches, and Cuddapah 13*9 inches. 
In reality, however, the season was much worse than these figures represent. 
For the South-West monsoon began fairly well, but suddenly ceased at the end 
of August, or just before the heaviest rains are required. To make matters still 
■ worse, the North-East monsoon was a failure. The breadth of land, which was 
brought under the plough owing to the hopeful way in which the rains began, was 
large, and the ryots suffered heavily through the loss of the seed and the expen- 
diture incurred on a fruitless cultivation. The deficiency in the rainfall in Kud- 
ligi, Bellary district, was nearly similar to that of 1877-78, and that in Hospet 
taluk was not much better, while in the five northern taluks of Anantapur the 
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rainfall was far less than in the two preceding famine years, 1884-85 and 1891-92. 
The few light showers, which were all that the Deccan received from the long 
deferred North-East monsoon in December, stimulated further vast sowings. In 
the black cotton soils these consisted of cholum and Bengal gram. Seed and 
labour were thus again thrown away, for the yield was little more than, fodder. 
This freak of the North-East monsoon therefore aggravated the disaster. An 
example taken from the five northern taluks of the Anantapur district may be 
useful as illustrating the result of this famine to the ryot. The total hold- 
ings aggregate. 958,719 acres. On 676,561 of these there was either no 
cultivation or withered crop or yield under 2 annas, which is practically total loss. 
That accounts for 84 per cent. The rest yielded 2 annas and over, but was at 
the best most inferior. It may be mentioned in explanation of this notation that 
a full crop is quoted at 20 annas, and an average one at 16 annas. 

It is not proposed to swell this paper with a mass of statistics referring to 
the rest of the Deccan. They would amount merely to the repetition of much 
the same tale in respect of each district analysed. 

Writing on the 29th of March, last, the Board of Revenue gave the follow- 
ing description of the various crops usually raised in the area forming the famine 
zone, and of their fate this year, which is so succinct, and has, in so far as it 
was a forecast, turned out so accurate, that no apology seems required for re- 
producing it here. 

“Almost throughout the area under reference, cholum ( Sorghum vulgar?) is the principal food- 
grain grown. Of this, there are two principal varieties : an early one, grown on the lighter soils, 
und a late one grown on the black cotton soils. In the affected taluks of Cuddapah, this crop 
occupies over 40 per cent, of the total area cultivated, while the area under korra (Set aria italica) 
is also considerable. The chief industrial crop of the tract is cotton, but indigo is also very 
important, though grown on a smaller area. In the greater portion of the central section of Kurnool, 
late cholum is the chief food crop, and cotton and indigo the chief industrial crops. On the remain- 
ing area in this section, arika ( Paspalum scrobiculainm) and korra are the staple food-grains, the 
former being raised on the light soils only. In the western section of the district, on the light soils, 
early cholum and cumbu (Pennisetum typhoideum) are the staple food-grains, giving away towards 
the north and west, where the soils are heavier, to late cholum and korra. In the southern portion of 
this tract, castors is the chief industrial crop, but on the richer soils, cotton and indigo take its place. 
In Bellary, cholum is the most important food crop, and next to it, korra ; in the eastern taluks, the 
late variety of the former crop being that chiefly grown. Ragi is important in Harpanalialli and 
ICudligi and cumbu in Bellary and Rayadrug. Large areas arc sown with horsegram, except in the 
eastern taluks. The chief industrial crops are cotton and castors, but in Hospet sugarcane is grown 
on a fairly large area. In the taluks of Goaty, Tadpatri and Anantapur, cholum and korra are the 
chief food crops; the early variety of cholum being grown on the lighter soils and near the villages, 
and elsewhere the late sort. In Dharmavaram, Kalyandrug and Penukonda korra occupies the largest 
area. These three taluks and Anantapur are characterised by the large area occupied by horsegram ; 
that crop being grown on about ono-fourth of the total area cropped. Cumbu is also important in 
parts. The chief industrial crops of the tract are cotton and castors. Of the crops above mentioned, 
the earliest sown are cholum and cumbu on the lighter soils, which are put in with the first rains of 
the South-West monsoon ; korra follows next, much of it being sown mixed with cotton, and lastly 
comes the late cholum and the horsegram. The late cholum is usually sown in September and 
October, the season varying in different parts of the affected area, but it is usually all put in before 
the beginning of November. The horsegram is often a mere catch-crop sown on the light soils with 
the last of the rainfall. Indigo is chiefly sown about July, and cotton in the succeeding months. 
Castors is an early crop. 

“Statistics of the actual outturn of the early crops, or those harvested up to November only are 
at present available, and a statement (marked D) is appended to this report. It shows the areas 
under the chief (early) crops sown last year, the area brought to harvest up to November, the portion 
thereof on which the crops withered and the average outturn obtained on the remaining area. It will 
be seen that considerable areas of early cholum withered in the Pulivendla and Jammalamadugu 
taluks of Cuddapah, in the Pattikonda taluk of Kurnool, in Alur, Bellary and Hospet taluks of Bellary, 
and in the Tadpatri, Gooty and Anantapur taluks of Anantapur. Korra also failed to a large extent 
in Pulivendla, Pattikonda, the eastern taluks of Bellary, and the affected tracts of Anantapur. The 
average outturn on the remaining areas was generally 4 annas or under except in Cuddapah, where 
the outturn was better. In the central parts of Kurnool where arika is important, more than half the 
total area withered. In Kudligi, the ragi crop failed on nearly half the area, and on the remainder 
yielded an outturn of only about 3 annas. In Harpanahalli, where also that crop is important, the 
outturn of the crop was somewhat better, amounting to 6 annas. The industrial crops had not been 
harvested on any large areas by November, but from the final Forecast Reports it appears that the 
outturn of cotton was only 4 annas or under in Ramallakot, Pattikonda, Bellary, Rajadrug, Dharma’ 
varam and Kalyandrug, and about 8 annas generally in the other taluks. From only three taluks— 
Koilkuntla, Nandyal and Jammalamadugu — was a fair outturn — 12 annas — reported. Indigo is 
important only in Cuddapah and Kurnool, and its outturn is put at 4 annas in Pulivendla, Sirvel, 
Ramallakot and Pattikonda, and at 8 annas elsewhere. Exact information regarding the outturn of 
the late sown crops is not available, but, as already reported, their fate has become hopeless, and in 
very few places will the ryots secure more than a scanty crop of straw from the comparatively exten- 
sive sowings made after the November rainfall." 
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. Enough'- has perhaps been, stated 1 above in : proof of - the po sition that ■ in" the 
Madras-Deccan we were face to face with a crop failure of the most serious kind. 
The miseries which it must inevitably have caused to the -cultivating classes 
might not mean actual starvation to many of them, but it must necessarily do 
so in the case of those, dependent on them; and on nearly all those who' live- by 
labour, as well as to handicraftsmen, especially weavers.- The numbers on 
Government relief substantiated, this view. ; 

But the disaster has been aggravated by the invariably adverse character 
of the seasons in the Deccan during the last 20 years. One or other of. the 
monsoons has nearly always been deficient. The material progress of the four 
districts composing it has been most seriously affected since, the. great famine, 
and the mass of the ryots has become impoverished to a degree unknown in the 
rest of the Presidency, and, it is believed, also in most of the other Provinces of 
the Empire. Some idea of the economic condition of these districts may be 
formed by an analysis of the statistics of grain traffic by rail- which are given 
below. They cover twelve years ; ; 1 


• Years. 

1885- 86 

1886- 87 

1887- 88 

1888- 89 

1889- 90 

1890- 91 

1891- 92 

1892- 93 

1893- 94 

1894 - 95 

1895- 96 

1896- 97 



It will be seen that in the two years .which followed the drought of 1884,: the 
districts had to import nearly 730,000 maunds or 27,000 tons of food-grains in 
excess of the exports. In the next few years there was a slight recovery, and 
the exports exceeded the imports, though not to. any considerable extent, except 
in one year, 1890-91. The famine which followed in 1891-92 -again, led to . a 
large increase of imports, amounting in the two years 1891-92 and 1892-93, to 
over a million maunds, or 40,000 tons. In 1893-94, the season was good and 
the districts were able to export their surplus produce to a large . extent In 
the next two years also there was an excess of exports over imports, though to 
a smaller extent than in 1893-94, The position was again reversed in the past 
year (1896-97), during which the imports exceeded the exports by 514,000 
maunds. As the distress deepened, the imports were certain to increase enor- 
mously before the next year’s produce was brought to the market. But taking 
the figures as far as they go, the net result for the twelve -years is an excess of 
the.imports over the exports of about 423,000 maunds, As the area under food- 
grains during this period has been steadily increasing, the natural inference 
to be drawn from the figures is that the Districts have suffered from a series, of 
unfavourable seasons and have been unable to raise enough food-grain for 
local consumption. , , , ' ' 

The crop outturn reports for the past six years prepared in the Agricultural 
Department show that the yield of the .staple products of the districts seldom 
exceed 8 to io annas, a bumper crop being taken at 20 annas, and an average 
crop at 16 annas. This is shown below : — 
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The whole of the affected area Is virtually unprotected by irrigation. 
Minor irrigation works and wells exist in a certain area in Cuddapah, and water 
33,000 acres in Kurnool, but are of much less importance in Anantapur and 
Bellary, in the latter of which the 11,500 acres under the Tungabhadra channels 
are, however, fully protected. In Anantapur there is likewise a fringe of irri- 
gation along the banks of the Pennar and Chatravati rivers, as well as the 
scattered oases, watered by the scanty trickle derived from the curious earth 
springs, which are a peculiar feature of that part of the country. The Kurnool 
canal is led off by the Sunkesala anicut from the Tungabhadra river above 
Kurnool, and is capable of irrigating 147,000 acres in that district, and 37,000 
more in Cuddapah. But the country which it mainly traverses is composed of 
stiff cotton soil, which is unsuited for irrigation, and in which it is more profitable 
to grow ' dry ’ corps. The normal extent supplied has been therefore only 26,000 
acres, and the maxima in years of drought have been : — 

Acres. 


In 1876-77 1 77,105 

In 1891-92 52,792 

In 1896-97 73 , 4 i 6 


The excess represented by these figures was almost entirely for occasional 
floodings for * dry ’ crops. For the rest, the tract under notice is, for the most 
part, a dreary treeless plain of black cotton, mixed, or thin red, stony soil. This 
is broken here and there by ranges of low' hills, or detached granitic out-crops, 
which in the hot weather often remind the traveller of the weird appearance of 
the shores of the Red Sea. 

Just a word regarding the allegation that the high prices ruling in the 
Deccan are the results of export to other famine areas in India. The price of 
the staple food-grain in the Deccan has stood fora long while past at nearly 
200 per cent, over normal rates. It has been shown above that it is not in the 
nature of things that the Ceded Districts could engage in any large export 
operations, for the balance of a series of years shows a large deficit of food-grains 
represented by imports. So long ago as the 24th February last, this Committee 
, pointed out in its Fortnightly Report that exports had ceased with October, and 
that a widespread fear that they had entered a famine triennium was causing 
holders to hoard stocks. As a fact, the net imports for the six months ending 
31st March was 635,153 maunds. No comment seems necessary on this. 
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So much for the Deccan districts. As for the north, omitting Goddvari,, 
only a remote corner of which was recognised as affected, the districts to be 
dealt with are Ganjam and Vizagapatam. The affected area consisted roughly 
of a belt of country bordering the sea-coast, extending from the north of Ganjam 
to the south of Vizagapatam— in length about 240 miles, and in breadth vary- 
ing from 35 miles in the north of' Ganjam to about 10 miles in the south of 
Vizagapatam— but, from an area thus roughly sketched, must be deducted a 
tract & about 60 miles in length, lying on each side of the district frontier line, 
which nearly equally divides it. 

In Ganjam, the whole of the Government taluk of Berhampore and 10 pro- 
prietary estates are included. In Vizagapatam, the affected area consisted of a 
portion of the Vizianagram Zemindari, the taluks of Bimlipatam and Vizagapa- 
tam, part of the Ankapalle taluk, and the whole of the Government taluk of 
Sarvasiddhi. 

The Ganjam portion has few tanks or wells, the greater part of the paddy 
being dependent on the rainfall. The new Rushikulya canal, which is capable of 
irrigating 80,000 acres within the affected area, has been completed only re- 
cently, and is, as yet, but little used. The affected area in Vizagapatam is 
irrigated by anicuts thrown across the Varahanadi, and by many tanks. The 
average rainfall in the long belt in question may be set down as 40*45 inches. 
The actual rainfall in 1896-97 was : — 

1 

Ganjam . . ; . 1 30*8 inches. 

Vizagapatam . . . . . 207 „ 

The crop failure from which both districts were suffering arose from precisely 
the same cause as that in the Deccan. The South-West monsoon suddenly 
ceased in August, and there was pratically no North-East monsoon, on which 
everything depends in these two districts. 

The famine history of Vizagapatam shows a comparative immunity from 
such disasters. There was a famine in 1790 and another drought in 1824, since 
when it has escaped nearly scathless from the misfortunes which have devastated 
the country hard by. 

Ganjdm, on the other hand, has a more troubled record. In 1792, 
1836 and 1839 there was distress, which was greatly aggravated by the dis- 
turbed state of the country. The northern half of the district shared in the 
Orissa famine of 1865-66, which was aggravated by the occurrence of two pre- 
ceding years of scarcity. Nearly 4*5 lakhs were expended on relief. In 1871, 
1872, and 187S there were partial failures of crops accompanied, in the last year, 
by abnormally high prices caused by exports to the famine tracts of Southern 
India. Severe famine again occurred in 1888-89, which cost the Government 
12*65 lakhs. 

Prices stood in this portion of the Presidency at about thrice the normal 
rate with a tendency to rise. They exceeded the highest prices of recent years, 
and approximated those of the great famine. 

The chief crops are paddy 58 per cent., ragi 11 and pulses 12. Out of a 
total breadth of 223,000 acres sown in the Government portion of the two dis- 
tricts 27,000 withered, while 196,000 yielded a very inferior harvest. 

As in the Ceded Districts, so in the north, the bulk of thepattadars pay less 
than Rio per annum, while the number of those who pay less than R30 
absorbs more than three-fourths of the whole. Peasant proprietors of some sub- 
stance are rather _ more numerous in Vizagapatam, but this fact is counter- 
balanced by an increased number of sub-tenants and day labourers, who 
naturally feel the pinch of bad times acutely and at once. The large peasant 
proprietor of old days is, from the operation of a variety of causes, dying out 
all over Southern India. 

_Much of the affected area in Ganjam and Vizagapatam is composed of 
Zemindaries, in which the Government has hitherto possessed no means of se- 
curing accurate statistical informa tion. This defect will be cured when the rules 
drafted under Act II of 1894 (Madras) have been brought into force. At 
present it is futile to pretend that the figures, even when available, are in any 
sense reliable. They are of hardly any practical use. All that can be safely 
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asserted is that the Zemindari tracts have suffered equally with the Government 
taluks, and that as the cultivators there are largely tenants-at-will, their condition 
is necessarily inferior to that of Government ryots. 

This defect in statistical information is especially noticeable when an enquiry 
into that phase of rural economics, the flocks and herds, is entered upon. Most 
providentially, several heavy showers of rain brought up sufficient herbage in the 
northern districts, so the solution of the fodder problem was practically confined 
to the Deccan Districts. 

In addition to the area of 15,955 square miles described above, to which the 
operations of Government were almost entirely .confined, two tracts aggregating 
roughly 8,000 square miles ought to be added as partially affected. These con- 
sisted of the upland portions of the Goddvari taluks of Ellore, Yernagudem, 
Rajahmundry, and Peddapuram, and the taluks of Rayachoti, Kadiri, M'adana- 
palle, and Vayalpad in Cuddapah. The Goddvari taluks escaped disaster almost 
by a miracle, owing to a copious South-West monsoon, but the Committee was 
compelled to extend its operations into the Cuddapah district taluks in August. 

Lastly, the three divisions in charge of the Agent to the Governor in the 
God&vari District, Polavaram, Chodavaram, Yellavaram and Bhadrachalam 
(taluk), aggregating an affected area of i,6oo square miles, and involving a 
population of 127,000, were more or less distressed. The condition of the hill 
tribes in Bhadrachalam in April seemed to this Committee to be so critical as 
to require its intervention, which continued up to the close of the famine. 

In August the high prices then prevailing owing to the drain on the food 
supply, caused by the demands of the famine-stricken tracts in Bombay and 
the north of India, produced great suffering among the poor of the district of 
Malabar. This Committee felt it necessary to make grants-in-aid of the bene- 
volent work of relief which was organised by the local Committee there. 

The country in which the Committee conducted operations, excluding 
Malabar, thus aggregated 25,555 square miles, with a population of 4,245,900 
souls. 


II. 


Preliminary Operations. 

To turn next to the steps which were taken for the collection of funds for 
charitable relief, and for the administration of such funds. A public meeting 
was held in the Banqueting Hall on the 4th February, at which His Excellency 
Sir Arthur Havelock presided. Subscriptions, amounting to R58,ooo, were 
announced on the spot and an influential Provincial Committee was appointed. 
It was announced at this meeting that there was available a sum of Ri 1,445, 
the balance, with interest, of the last Mansion House Fund of 1877, and this 
sum was handed over to us by Archbishop Colgan, the only Trustee now in 
Madras. On the 8th February, a meeting of the Provincial Committee took 
place, of which His Excellency was Chairman. A very strong Executive Com- 
mittee of 30 members, who have since become 37, was then appointed with the 
following office-bearers : — 

The Honourable Mr. C. S. Crole, I.C.S., Chairman ; the Honourable 
Mr. G. G. Arbuthnot, Treasurer ; Mr. H. K. Beauchamp, and the Honourable 
P. Rajaratna Mudaliyar, Dewan Bahadur, Honorary Secretaries. 

This Executive Committee held its first meeting on the 13th February, at 
which it settled preliminary details. It likewise sent forth two important circular 
letters to the Collectors of districts. One of these referred to the non-affected 
tracts, and dealt with the organising of measures for raising money for the pur- 
poses of charitable relief. The other was addressed to the Collectors of dis- 
tressed, or partially affected, districts, and, in addition to the question of collecting 
funds, this circular developed a scheme for the administration of the funds, and 
laid down'the sphere of charitable relief on the lines of the speech delivered by 
. His Excellency Lord Elgin in Calcutta. 
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On the 17 th February, the Committee metagain and besides settling furthep 
details, decided to approach the public by means of post-cards, advertisements 
and printed subscription lists signed severally by the Chairman and Honorary Sec- 
retaries. On that date the funds were reported to amount to about R8o,ooo. 

On the 24th February, forms of abstract accounts to be maintained by 
District Committees were passed. A telegram was likewise sent to Collectors 
of distressed districts, urging them to send in estimates of their requirements 
for seven months without delay. 

In response to the invitation issued to them, Collectors and District Judges 
all over the Presidency, as also the Dewans of Travancore and Pudukottah, 
proceeded to organise District Committees at their head-quarters for the col- 
lection of subscriptions, and, in affected districts, for the administration of such 
funds as might be allotted by the Executive Committee for the relief of distress. 
Local Sub-Committees likewise came quickly into existence for the: purpose of 
working the country parts. Non-ofHcial gentlemen of all nationalities who 
formed the large majority of all these bodies vied with officials in promoting the 
good cause. Enthusiastic meetings took place all over the Presidency. Many 
of them — and those not the least interesting — were held in quite out-of-the-way 
townlets. All were actuated by the same public spirit. The basis of the system 
of collection was the signed sheet alluded to above, on which every individual 
contribution was entered. The Government assisted by throwing open the 
columns of the District Gazettes for the reproduction of the entries in these 
lists, so that every one was enabled to trace his subscription. The- result has 
been most satisfactory. Not a single case of fraud or misappropriation has 
been even alleged. 

On the 18th March, the Committee in a letter addressed to the Central 
Committee at Calcutta estimated the contributions to the Fund within the Presi- 
dency at Ra, 67, 100. As a matter of fact, R2, 46, 527-4-1 1 have been paid in, 
the difference between subscriptions and payments being only some Rc.ooo. 
This fact speaks volumes in India. Besides all that, the people of Madras con- 
tributed R94,g88-i4-9 to the resources of the Central Committee at Calcutta. 
Although all districts have not displayed an equal liberality, the total sum raised, 
R3i4i I 5 I 6-3-8, was creditable. The contributions of each district are given in 
an appendix. Owing to a miscalculation of the gravity of the famine, then 
steadily overwhelming a portion of Madras, which this Committee from the very 
commencement combated with all its might, but for which the Central Com- 
mittee was in nowise responsible, the funds allotted to Madras were, at first, 
entirely inadequate. As a result, however, of a most useful visit paid to us in 
June by the Honourable Mr. H. E, M. James, the Vice-Chairman of the Central 
Committee, the true position began to be more correctly realized. The allot-, 
ments received in Madras have been as follows : — 

R 

C 10,000 

' l 5* 000 

. 1 ,co,coo 

• 1,03,750 

• 1 , 45.333 

. 2,00,000 

. 4, CO, coo 

. 3 , 00,000 

. I, CO, 000 

" Total . 12,64,583 

To this allotment of ^12,64,583 from Calcutta, the local collections and 
certain miscellaneous receipts have to be added, vis. : — — 

* R a. p. 

Local subscriptions (up to 15th December) .... 2,46,537 4' n 

Balance of last Famine Fund ...... 11,475 to 3 

ubscriptions collected in Calcutta, and ear-marked for : 

Madras 294 8 o 

Miscellaneous collections . . 157 14 5 

Total , . 2,58,455 5 7 

The sum available for Charitable Relief in Madras was thus R 15123,038^5*7. 


13th February 

1 6th March 
3rd April . 
nth May . 
33rd June . 
6th July . 
26th July , 
20th August 
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III. 


The Administration of the Funds, 

In his speech at the inaugural meeting of the Famine Fund at Calcutta the 
Viceroy, Lord Elgin, laid down under four heads the objects to which the 
Charitable Fund might be legitimately devoted without interfering with, or 
overlapping, the operations undertaken by the State. The first of these pro- 
vides for supplementing Government gratuitous relief to the aged, the infirm 
and to children. The third contemplates the relief of the numerous poor but 
respectable persons, who will undergo almost any privation rather than apply 
for Government relief, accompanied as it must be by formal inquiries and tests 
of the reality of the destitution which is to be relieved. When this Committee 
commenced work the conditions in Madras were peculiar, and seemed to call 
for immediate action in respect to the abovesaid two objects. 

To explain : The Government of Madras had not been taken unawares by 
the famine. From the commencement of October 1896, reports were collected 
showing the condition of every district, the future of which there was any reason 
to suspect; sanction was accorded for strengthening the establishments of those 
districts in which the effects of scarcity began to show themselves ; test works, 
followed by regular famine works, were opened ; kitchens were provided on 
works for the feeding of dependents of the workers and others ; village gratui- 
tous relief was sanctioned for certain parts of Kurnool and Bellary; the appoint- 
ment of Circle Inspectors was ordered in them ; and lastly, the submission of 
Fortnightly Famine Narratives by Collectors was commenced. Parts of Cudda- 
pah, Anantapur, Kurnool, Bellary, Vizagapatam and Ganjam were declared 
famine-affected on the 23rd February, or some 10 days after the formation of 
this Committee. But no provision was sanctioned for the general establish- 
ment of gratuitous relief, or of the machinery requisite for its introduction and 
administration. The necessary steps were not considered by Government to be 
required until the 30th March, when an order of great liberality was promulgated. 
But it took more than a month — in some tracts as much as three— to place the 
country under Famine Inspectors and to introduce gratuitous relief. To this 
Committee accordingly fell the duty of giving the required relief until that was 
accomplished. 

Under the instructions which were issued in February, therefore, meetings 
were called in the various districts to appoint District and Sub-Committees for 
the purpose of the organised registration of persons deserving of relief from 
the Charitable Fund, through the enlistment for that duty of large landholders, 
merchants, District munsiffs, Tahsildars, Sub-Registrars, members of Taluk 
and Local Fund Boards and of Municipalities, and Missionaries. 

Mr. H. A. Stuart, the Collector of Bellary, was most properly precise in 
his definition of the sphere of charity during the present distress. A sum of 
R 9,000 was remitted by the Executive Committee to the District Committee 
at Bellary, and R 15,000 to that at Cuddapah, for expenditure during March. 
In each of those districts, the necessary organisation for distribution seemed to 
be sufficiently complete to justify these grants. Unceasing efforts were made in 
view to bringing the remaining districts into line with Bellary and Cuddapah. 
But it was palpable that it would be worse than useless to make grants in the 
absence of evidence of the existence of efficient machinery for registration and 
distribution. Fortunately, private charity in the villages had not yet dried up, 
and this Committee availed itself of the breathing time thus afforded to it, in 
order, not only to insist on the introduction of a complete organisation as a con- 
dition precedent to any grant of funds, but to devise the main outlines of a 
uniform system of agency and accounts, which would be applicable to all dis- 
tricts, while it left scope for adapting details to suit local peculiarities. 

The scheme alluded to was presented to the Committee on the 3rd March, 
and, after the papers relating to it had been circulated in proof to each member, 
was finally amended and passed at a meeting on the 10th March. It proceeded 
on the recognition under the caste system, at the door of every at all well-to-do 
house in the country, of almsgiving to the aged and the needy, as a religious duty 
during ordinary times. When times of trouble come, this deeply-rooted institu 
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tion of private charity aids and supplements State operations of relief for a 
certain period. As distress becomes acute, private charity naturally contracts 
and is absorbed into an organised system of charitable relief on a wider basis, in 
which all the better classes of the community participate. 

This Committeeaccordingly resolved that all doles for daily subsistence in 
villages should be distributed by native hands, that is to say, by a Panchayat 
or Committee consisting of the headman and two principal ryots. 

To entitle a person to receive a dole, he or she had to. present a ticket corre-. 
sponding with an entry in a register supplied to the Panchayat. Doles were to. 
be paid at a specified time and place. ■ i ' 

The registration was made by the member of the Taluk Sub-Committee in 
charge of each small circle of villages and was required to be made as the re- 
sult of one of the frequent personal inspections which such members were re- 
quired to make. 

Funds were to be supplied to the Panchayats, weekly or fortnightly, as the 
case might be, on indents made by the Sub-Committee, who would submit 
abstract accounts at the same time to the District Executive Committee. The 1 
latter was thus placed in possession of a continuous and contemporaneous con- 
trol which enabled it, in turn, to discharge, from time to time, its obligations to 
the Executive Committee at Madras. 

The Committee hoped in this way to link up the recipient of charity, in 
even the remotest village in the affected area, with the central authority. Im- 
provements were indicated as the result of actual working out the scheme, but 
it was found that the singularly perfect village, Taluk and Local Fund and 
Municipal organisation existing in the Madras Presidency, could be applied to 
the work of efficient and economical charitable relief with well founded confi- f 
dence of marked success. 

This description ought not, perhaps, to close without some account of the 
reasons which led the Committee to decide in favour of money, as distinguished 
from grain doles, to the poor in villages. The main ground usually urged in 
favour of relief by means of grain, instead of money, is that, owing to the in- 
herent corruption of the ordinary distributing agency: the pauper is likely to 
get some, at least, of the grain designed for him, whereas the money is nearly 
certain to be peculated. This contention might have been true 20 years ago, 
in view of the loose measures of distribution in vogue in the great famine, and 
of the lack of public spirit due to the incomplete provision for public education 
and to the fact that none but the official class was habituated to the practice of 
organisation. Public opinion also, as a moral force, was then in its infancy. ■ 
This Committee would have felt intensely surprised if the organisation above 
described had been hampered, to any serious extent, by defects which might 
have been of serious import a quarter of a century ago. Moreover, the conver- 
sion of the funds of the Committee into grain, with all the unavoidable expenses, 
dangers and risks attending on transport, warehousing, distribution, guarding, 
and accounting, and the re-conversion back again into money of the grain 
doled out, and in hand, from time to time, along with the inevitable writing off 
of the value of missing or damaged quantities, would entail much labour, and 
the employment of costly establishments. The Committee was unable to dis- ; 
cover any reason, or to foresee the likelihood of the occurrence of any contin- 
gency, such as would justify it in departing from the simplicity which character-; 
ises the system which, after full discussion, it decided to adopt. It preferred to 
rely on the public spirit of the leading inhabitants of the various districts who 
were freely offering their services, as an infinitely stronger protection of the . 
Charitable Relief Funds from malversation than could possibly result from the 
clumsy and, it believes, ineffectual expedient of a grain dole., 

One specious objection to payments made in money has lately been started 
in theassertion, which has found support in a Home Newspaper,. that the money 
dole system is designed to enable the rapacious bazaar men to fatten on' the 
needs of the pauper recipient by raising prices. This objection proceeds from 
forgetfulness of the fact that the money dole contemplated follows a sliding' 
scale, just as the rates on Government relief-works do. The Charitable Funds 
may suffer by a combination in the bazaar, but the pauperis safe. Moreover,: 
it is always open to influential ryots, or other, capitalist . inhabitants,, to keep.. 
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prices within bounds by opening sales on their own account, and the Com- 
mittee had no apprehensions regarding successful combination to enhance 
prices unduly. 

By the beginning of April grants, varying from 85,000 to 82,000, were 
made for like purposes to the districts of Kurnool, Ganjam, Anantapur, Vizaga- 
patam and Goddvari, and sanction was likewise given for supplementing the 
Government wages or rations in works and kitchens. In the former, the aid was 
mainly confined to small grants to women newly confined or to nursing mothers, 
and to the supply of clothing to those destitute of decent raiment. In kitchens, 
it generally took the shape of Mellin’s food for sick or very emaciated children, 
and the supply of vegetables as an addition to the diet of the inmates. Small 
daily allowances were likewise paid to supplement the Government doles given 
to people of respectability, whose habits of life required such aid. Lastly, small 
advances were placed in the hands of officers in charge of relief-works and 
others, to help workers disabled by accident or sickness, destitute persons before 
admission to Government relief-works or dole lists, women with sick children, 
and similar urgent cases. 

A nursing mother might be unable to work on account of the sickness of 
her infant ; or a worker have met with a slight accident which prevented him 
from doing his task ; or an old man have wandered away in search of a relative 
from whom he hoped to get food, but whom he failed to find, or found, only to 
discover that his relative was nearly as famine-stricken as himself. In such 
cases, these imprests were great blessings, and the Charitable Fund could have 
been put to no better use. The Chairman was a witness to the relief of a 
wanderer in what one would almost think to be the last stage of emaciation, who 
had struggled aimlessly to the door of a kitchen, which, however, he refused to 
enter, on account of caste prejudice, and because he had seen better days. 
He was ordered a grant of money for a day or two, until his strength picked up 
a little, after which he was to be railed back to his village, and there provided 
for. There were numbers of such cases occurring every day; and they became 
more and more frequent as the famine deepened. 

It is pleasing to record the fact that in a good many instances benevolent 
persons were found to be giving the children weekly or bi-weekly treats of vege- 
tables, milk and such like welcome comforts. 

The Honourable the Rajah of Bobbili, K.C.I.E. ; Rajah G. N. Gajapati Row, 
C,I.E., of Vizagapatam ; the Zemindar of Parlakimedi in Ganjdm ; Basivi Reddi 
- 0 f Goddvari district; and Kari Gangappa of Hospet were conspicuous for their 
generosity in the relief of distress, either in giving employment, or in feeding 
the poor, or in both kinds of good works. But there were also others, too nu- 
merous to mention, in all grades of life, who fed and clothed the hungry, very 
often in that quiet, unostentatious way which is the essence of true charity. 

This Committee has likewise to acknowledge the gift of five bales of cloth- 
ing for Muhammadan women through the Central Committee at Calcutta. The 
clothing was part of the work of 100 working parties, of which Mrs. Jeannette 
S. Hauser of 48, Bedford Gardens, Kensington W., was the Honorary Secre- 
tary. If the ladies who made the articles only knew the misery of this commu- 
nity during these famine times, they would feel that their labours to alleviate it 
were amply repaid, without the blessings of the poor women, which will 
undoubtedly go out to the donors from many a wretched Muhammadan house- 
hold. 

Besides feeding and clothing the more destitute among the Chentsus, a 
jungle tribe inhabiting the hill tracts of the Kurnool district as well as various 
hillmen in Vizagapatam and Ganjam, the Committee spent altogether 818,000 
in the hill tracts of Goddvari. As to the latter, the operations commenced in 
April with a grant for the relief of the Kois, a tribe living jn the Bhadrdchalam 
taluk, a remote tract in the higher reaches of the Goddvari river. The villages 
are, however, situated for the most part, far away from its banks. This tribe, 
always poor, inhabits many scattered villages of shallow and infertile land. 
The crops during the past year were an almost total failure. Some of the 
people had been supported on imported grain, which had been purchased out of 




" Next day the steamer started on a fast rising flood, dashed past the whirlpools at each end of 
the Gorge, so justly dreaded by native craft, and leaving the driftwood behind, as if it were stand- 
ing still, arrived at Rajahmundry, 67 miles ofi, in little more than five hours. Mr. Brodie, the 
Collector, whose management, in a very difficult position, has been throughout, alike business-like and 
sympathetic, then set to work to send up a fresh supply of x,2CO bags of grain, and eventually, 
through the courtesy of the East Coast Railway authorities, secured the services of one of its power- 
ful paddle wheel ferry steamers. Mr. Phillips, I.C S„ who was in charge of the Agency, was in- 
structed to take that opportunity of getting up the river, and thoroughly checking the lists of persons on 
gratuitous relief, among whom there was reason to believe there was an undue number of Malas 
and Madigas (Pariahs and Chucklers), who could get on without such relief. The ready assistance 
rendered by Mr. Boyce, the Traffic Superintendent of the Railway, must not be passed over without 
due acknowledgment.” 

In July, a netv area of distress had been developing in the Malabar district 
on the West coast of India. The rains here are always certain, and they have 
been, this year, even more copious than usual. The district, however, never 
produces food sufficient for its teeming population. It has to import the rest 
from otherparts of the south of India. This year the demands of our own 
famine tracts, and of the vast territories in the north which were similarly affiicted, 
raised prices in Malabar to scarcity rates. Material wealth is, owing to?, 
tenure with which Government can scarcely delay much longer to grapple, most 
unevenly distributed. While the few are rich, the masses are steeped in grind- 
ing poverty. This year they were starving. The well-to-do here and there first 
commenced, without any particular organization, to distribute rice or cooked 
food to the poor. Then, wealthy merchants and others combined and carried 
on the charity by subscription, the organization of the Mopla community, which 
comprises the poorest class, being described as most complete. Last of all the 
District Committee of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund recognizing 
the dimensions which the distress had begun to assume, started a general sub- 
scription and a scheme for administering the monies so raised. It applied to the 
Executive Committee at Madras for a return of the subscriptions remitted from 
the district towards the Indian Famine Fund. The total of these had been 
very small — only Rs. 12,000 or so. The Executive Committee therefore, in view 
of the excessively small benefit which could accrue from the expenditure of such 
a trifling amount, and of the danger of the collapse of the local subscriptions if 
it made a lump grant, which would be sure to lead to further demands, decided 
to offer the equivalent of the local subscriptions, up to the amount of the ori- 
ginal Malabar subscription to its funds. It likewise suggested to Government 
that it should make a similar grant. In the meantime, the Government replied 
referring this Committee to the provisions of the Famine Code. 

The operations in Malabar continued until September. The District 
Report will be found in the appendix. 

The quiet and uncomplaining manner in which the people all over the 
affected tracts bore up against the calamity which had overwhelmed them, was 
specially remarkable. In Vizagapatam, for instance, where famines are scarcely 
ever known, they carried this to the extent of reducing themselves in some parts 
to a state of emaciation, which was most distressing to witness, rather than resort 
to relief. They were compelled to give way, however, in June, and the works 
and kitchens in some parts of the districts were filled with what can only be 
described as walking skeletons. This was not due to any want of proper pro- 
vision for relief on the part of the Collector. 

From Jammalamadugu the Committee however heard of wives deserted by 
their husbands, children by their parents, and old people by their children. 
Poor wandering waifs and strays were reported in nearly every village. Even 
the Car festival was very poorly attended. The usually inexorable demands of 
religion had in that taluk then given w^ay before the struggle for food. From 
Pennakonda, likewise, came the sad tale of the poor trying to live on the fruits 
of the prickly-pear. Amidst all the misery thus indicated, however, there 
cropped up encouraging evidence of the sturdy independence of the people. 
Blind men insisted on being received on the works, and struggled to do their task 
at stone breaking. Doles of food and money were refused, and people, driven 
by hunger to accept tickets for gratuitous relif, were known to have travelled 
long distances in order to deliver them up again. 
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The only instance in which natural affection conspicuously gave way, as 
far as is known — and the fact speaks volumes for the character of the.people-— 
was in a village in the Ganjdm district, where the Chairman came upon one of 
the sorriest sights of all his famine experiences. This was a group of children 
belonging to the Reddiga caste, the members of which are exceptionally lazy 
and priestridden, and feel it no degradation to live on charity ,, if only they are 
permitted to dictate the form which it is to take. The children were all thin, 
but twenty-five of them appeared to be in the last stages of emaciation. They 
were the children of people in the neighbourhood, who could work if: they 
chose, and who had therefore been struck off gratuitous relief. The children, 
however, continued to be in receipt of grain doles, but their parents appropriated 
them to their own use. They intentionally kept the children in this miser- 
able plight, in order that relief might be continued to them, and they, instructed 
the poor things to refuse cooked food in any form, or under any possible 
arrangement. The Collector had exhausted his ingenuity in trying to circumvent 
the children’s objections to every plan for feeding them which was proposed, but 
in vain. There they stood obdurate, the saddest sight in all Madras. The inci- 
dent is cited just because it is in such remarkable contrast to the behaviour of 
the distressed people everywhere else. 

The total number of persons who were relieved by this Committee under 
heads I and III all over the famine area is calculated as 258,477. The cost was 
R 1,50,872. The manner in which non-official gentlemen, especially in the- 
towns, generally threw themselves into the work was beyond praise. 

The famine affected the most backward tracts, and although there , were 
notable exceptions here and there, it was hardly to be expected that efficient 
Committee men could be obtained from among the ryots in such tracts. The 
work in places at all distant from towns had therefore to be done mainly by 
officials whose ingenuity and watchfulness were often severely taxed in order to 
prevent or rather to minimize the rapacity of the village officers who form, the 
Shte in the country parts. 

It would be almost impertinent as it would be entirely superfluous to say 
anything about the invaluable services rendered by the seven Collectors who 
were engaged in famine administration. They were ably supported by their 
subordinates of all grades in assisting the operations of the Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief .Fund in all its departments. 


fV. 

Cattle and Fodder supply. 

The elaborate arrangements for the onerous duty, temporarily thrown on 
this Committee under heads I and III had just been completed, when its atten- 
tion was directed to the condition of the ploughing cattle of the Deccan. Like 
the population of the tract, the cattle enjoyed an extraordinary immunity- from 
any disease all through the hot weather, but pasture had long ago disappeared, 
and stocks of fodder were very low. The, price of cholum straw, which is 
the usual food, had gone up 400 per cent, over normal rates in many parts. 
Feelings of humanity apart,, it seemed to be in the interests of the Fund, and 
of the cultivators alike, to make an effort to keep the ploughing cattle alive, 
instead of providing for large purchases of fresh stock after the famine was 
over, at, of course, very high prices. The cattle required for the heavy" clays 
of this rich ‘ black cotton ’ soil are very dear to buy at any time. The usual 
price is R6otoRi5o and over for a pair. This Committee was told that 
an attempt had been made in this direction before;, and that it had’ ignomini- 
ously failed. But it determined to make another attempt.- In the result, a 
gratifying measure of success, was achieved. 

The history of the measures: adopted for saving cattle is detailed below, 
very much in the same form in which it was originally given to the Central 
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Committee in the Fortnightly Reports from this branch of the Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund. 

In the beginning of April, the Committee opened correspondence with 
Collectors for the purpose of devising measures. The condition of the cattle, 
which had been slowly enfeebled by a long continuance of half the ordinary 
quantity of food, or less, was matter for grave anxiety. This Committee 
stepped in to assist the ryot in this matter not a day too soon. 

Already, somewhat heavy loss had taken place, owing to forced sales of 
animals which the owners were unable to feed, as well as by actual starvation. 
But fortunately disease had so far not taken hold of them. In the northern 
districts rain had fallen, and the normal amount of pasture was again available. 
On the other hand, in the Ceded Districts there was ho pasturage at all on the 
plains or the lower hills. The price of fodder, even where it was to be bought 
at all, was 400 per cent, over normal rates. The Chairman was informed on 
all hands that in a very short time widespread mortality would be unavoidable, 
unless copious rains fell. Various projects for the preservation of cattle had been 
under the consideration of this Committee for some time before. Dr. King, 
the Sanitary Commissioner, suggested the importation of pressed straw 
from Burma, or from the more favoured districts of the Madras Presidency, and 
its sale, at selected railway stations, to the ryots at from Rs. 1-4-0 per 100 lb. 
The plan of laying down fodder was tried by Government in 1891-92, and it 
failed ; so its success was considered, by most of those consulted, as more 
than doubtful. The two Collectors of Kurnool and Anantapur, however, ob- 
tained permission to make experiments on a limited scale. The former has one 
railway, and the latter district two. Both are connected with the rice tracts of 
the Kistna delta. Purchases on the spot would, of course, have only aggra- 
vated the evil. The Collector of Bellary was however authorised, in emer- 
gency, to purchase straw in those villages in which it might be available, in order 
to save the ploughing bullocks of the poorer ryots, whose powers of borrowing 
at moderate rates had been exhausted. 

Then, the Famine Commissioner proposed the formation of cattle camps, 
in which, presumably, all cattle brought to them would be fed gratuitously on 
imported fodder. He supplied no details. This would have been an operation 
of a magnitude far transcending the means of this Committee, both as to money 
and agency, for the number liable to be thrown on our hands could hardly be 
set down as far short of 2 million head. The Committee, however, intimated 
to the Famine Commissioner that it was prepared to at once advance him the 
necessary funds, if he found himself in a position to devise a practicable scheme. 

The solution which promised the best hopes of success was that put 
forward by this Committee several weeks before, and which, owing to the ready 
co-operation of the Forest Commissioner, the Honorable Mr. Sturrock, was 
ordered to be immediately put to the test. It consisted in throwing open to 
free grazing all the forests in the Ceded Districts. The range of hills, called 
the Nallamalas, in the Kurnool district is one of these. The estimated extent 
of the forests referred to is 3,810,700 acres. Much of this area is, owing to its 
altitude, exempt from the burnt up condition of the plains or the very low hills. 
The proposal was that the Revenue authorities should at once set to work and 
induce the ryots to club their cattle into herds under appointed drovers, who 
should take the cattle into the reserves under the supervision of Revenue 
Inspectors, and keep them there till better times came. This plan was in accord 
with old native custom, and is believed to be by far the best. Under a sky of 
brass, a wind like scorching fire was sweeping over the Deccan, and the fate of 
its cattle — all but the large stall-fed bullocks of the richer ryots — depended on 
the promptitude with which the herds were rescued. 

The Committee likewise instituted a system of assisting such poor ryots 
and cattle owners as were, on enquiry, found to be unable to raise money on the 
security of their lands, for the purpose of purchasing fodder for their cattle, 
The maximum was fixed at R2-8-0 per week. This concession, besides being 
confined to persons owning not more than two pairs of bullocks, was subject to 
constant inspection and supervision of cases relieved. 



•Permission was likewise given to the Collector of Bellary to devote a portion 
of the money at the disposal of his Committee to grants for the purchase of 
fodder above alluded to. The Collector of Kurnool also received an allotment 
of Ri,ooo for the purchase of fodder for sale to needy ryots. at favourable rates. 

The Ceded Districts had in May entered on the critical period alluded to 
repeatedly during the previous four months, namely, when pasturage had totally 
disappeared and fodder had in many places been exhausted. Measures for 
averting widespread loss of cattle from starvation were inevitable. These were 
all matured by this Committee, and quickly put into operation. The first 
requisite for the successful treatment of this phase of distress is that loans for 
the purchase of fodder should be freely given by Government under the Agri- 
cultural Loans Act XII of 1884 (India). This was complied with to a certain 
extent, and it was hoped that nothing would be allowed to give any check to a 
free distribution of such loans. 

The cattle of the Ceded Districts number about 3,000,000. About 900,000 
of these are, many of them, large and expensive animals, imported mainly from 
Mysore and Nellore. These are invariably stall-fed. It was mainly for their 
support that fodder loans would be taken. 

The second requisite was the opening of every forest reserve for free 
grazing. These reserves cover an area which may roughly be calculated as cap- 
able of carrying a million head of cattle. The Nallamalas alone will carry close 
on half a million. All the ordinary herds could be driven to these reserves in 
the manner already described. The reserves were at last all opened towards the 
end of May. The indigenous herds are more than 2 million head. They are 
mostly bred on the mixed soils and the poor red soils. The better of them 
are used for ploughing, but they are largely kept on account of their droppings, 
and of the profit derived from the sale of the bull calves which are taken away 
by dealers from the south, who periodically visit the Ceded Districts. 

As a supplement to the above two palliatives, this Committee .took ad- 
vantage of the railway facilities, which fortunately exist, to throw in supplies of 
paddy straw, and to store it at selected railway stations. The sources of 
supply at first were- the Chingleput district in the south, and Guntur in the 
Kistna district. The Famine Commissioner undertook the sale of fodder at 
these depots, at favourable rates, to ryots who were certified by village head- 
men to have run out of fodder and to be worthy of the concession. The trans- 
actions, which were entered by the depfit-keepers in a special register, were 
regularly checked by the Tahsildars of taluks on their rounds. The price was 
at first fixed at R 12-8-0 a ton, which is somewhat above the ordinary rate, but 
the rush which followed the opening of the first depot at Tadpatri necessitated 
an increase to the price. Experience showed the Committee the comparative ' 
smallness of the stock of straw which was -available at the sources of supply, 
when compared with the magnitude of the demand which the opening of such 
sales might create, unless due restrictions were imposed both as to purchasers 
and prices. The total quantity available in the tracts which were tapped was 
estimated at 2,500 tons, and it was at first doubtful whether, in view of the 
cost of trainage, it would be practicable to go further afield. The difference 
between the total cost and the price charged was the cost to the Famine Fund 
of the operations. 

It may, perhaps, be of use to others, if, in addition to relating what it has 
been found possible to do, a record be left in this place of what, as found in 
practical working, ought not to be attempted. The idea of establishing cattle 
camps for the gratuitous feeding of the bullocks of necessitous owners was aban- 
doned as utterly . impracticable. It was found that, on a moderate computa- 
tion, supposing for the sake of argument that the fodder could be imported at 
all, an expenditure of a lakh or two a day might have to be faced. The real 
cattle camp is the forest reserve. There is no possible substitute. Such was 
the conclusion arrived at. 

In the next place, the idea of saving transit charges by pressing straw into 
bales had to be abandoned. It was found that none of the presses in Madras 
City could do this satisfactorily, while in Guntur, although bales of 250 lb. were 
turned out, the cost was utterly prohibitive. The plan has no do.ubt many. 
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attractions. It saves cost of haulage, it facilitates accounting, and it prevents 
theft. But it is, unfortunately, just as much out of the question on the score of 
cost as the idea of importing fodder from Burma, which was likewise abandoned. 

The manufacture of straw into uniform tight twists of ioo lb- each, formed 
by rope making machines, likewise' failed, for it was found that they pack as 
badly into a railway waggon as a loosely pressed bale, besides being expensive 
to turn out. 

Experience proved that the most economical manner of sending straw by 
rail is to put it on the waggons in the small loose twists in which it is usually 
sold in the villages, to tread it in thoroughly, and then to tie it down. The 
Madras Railway Company’s rule as to the height of the load brought the weight 
carried by a 12-ton waggon to an average of 2^ tons, which at the special rate 
allowed to the Famine Fund worked out to 1 anna per ton per mile. * The 
Gunttir straw was carried by the Southern Mahratta Railway at a rate of 1 anna 
per waggon per mile. This worked out to about 2§ pies per ton per mile, but, 
even if the railway had been able to continue such an abnormally low rate, the 
pressing charges, the distance, and the break of gauge would have far more than 
counterbalanced the advantage. The railway referred to is a narrow gauge line, 
and the waggons are therefore only of 8 tons nominal capacity. It was calcu- 
lated, however, that, with fodder packed in the manner above described, the 
rate would approximate 6 pies per ton per mile. The cordial manner in which 
both the railways referred to have assisted this Committee has been very 
marked. 

At the commencement of the operations the supply was entrusted to a 
Madras contractor, who drew his straw from the neighbouring Chingleput 
district, in which the previous season had been favourable. Mr. M. Venkata- 
sami Nayudu, Dubash of Messrs. Binny & Co., deserves mention for undet - 
taking the first contract, in spite of general prognostications of failure and loss. 
When his contract, which was for 500 tons, had expired, the supply was given 
to other contractors who drew their supplies from the North Arcot district in 
addition, and thereby diminished the cost of haulage. Both the Madras Rail- 
way and the South Indian and Mahratta Railways systems were then used, and 
a certain quantity was purchased in the Nellore district, and despatched from 
Gudur over the South Indian Railway to the southern taluks of Cuddapah. 
Lastly, straw was purchased in the Kistna delta and despatched from Guntur, 
likewise by the Revenue authorities, to the extent of 274 tons, This was very 
nicely pressed in bales of 250 lb each, but as the nearest and the extreme dis- 
tances to which it had to be carried by rail (Dhone and Nandyal excluded) were 
259 and 357 miles, respectively, the quantity indented for from this source was 
kept as low as possible. The least and the greatest distances on the Madras 
Railway were 196 and 325 miles. The average cost per ton delivered at the 19 
depdts, which were all situated at railway stations, was a trifle overRi6 per ton. 
The price fixed at first for sales to ryots at these depdts was R 12-8-0 per ton. 
It was subsequently increased to R15, and finally to R 17-8-0, the minimum and 
maximum quantities sold to any individual at one time being 100 and 500 lb, 
respectively. The total fodder carried was 3,000 tons ; the gross cost includ- 
ing some R 10,000 and odd remaining to be adjusted amounted to about 
R 1, 1 2, 000; and the recoveries from ryots amounted to R32, 546-5-0. The net 
cost to the Fund was therefore R79,454 or if the value of fodder given away 
gratis (R3,853) is excluded, to £75,600. The names of the depdts, and the 
quantities sold at each will be found in an appendix. 

The Committee considers that the expenditure was amply justified by the 
satisfactory results attained. It is impossible, of course, to give more than a 
mere guess at the number of cattle saved from death or irremediable deterioration. 
But it may be judged from the figures supplied from one of the four districts, 
Bellary, in which systematic efforts were made to maintain this information. In 
that one district alone the number of cattle thns rescued is put down as 13,000, 
which, at the extremely low price of R40per head, represents a sum of R5, 20,000 
saved through the Famine Fund’s fodder supply, to the ryots of that one district, 
This calculation takes no note of the indirect benefit to the rest of the cattle by 
enabling the ryots to utilize the available stocks in the district for their proper 
maintenance. 
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The success of such an operation is. largely affected by promptitude and 
liberality in the grant of State loans for the purchase of fodder. The Committee 
regrets to say that the administration of this important: branch of. famine work : 
was defective. It was quite obvious- that the Government officers, in Kurnool 
and Cuddapah especially, did not understand the extent of their legal powers in 
this all-important matter. This, without doubt, prevented the operations of the 
Fund from reaching the dimensions which they would otherwise have assumed. 
In August, no doubt, the Government was. induced, at the instance of the Col- 
lector ^f Bellary, Mr. H. A. Stuart, I.C.S., to confer a great boon on the ryots 
by permitting Collectors to make “ takkavi" advances, for the subsistence of man 
and beast, on personal security merely, free of the cumbrous and dilatory pro- 
cedure requisite for ordinary State loans for such purposes. This was a great 
step in- advance, which might well have been taken long before ; but it came too 
late, for the season had, by that time, taken a more favourable turn. Pasture had 
sprung up, fresh fodder had become available owing to old stocks, hitherto 
bottled up, coming into the market, and the early harvest was becoming general. 
The fodder operations of the Committee were, therefore, brought to a close 
early in September. 

The number of cattle saved by being allowed to graze without payment of 
fees in the Government forest reserves is returned as 683,500, of which 403,500 
had paid fees up to June 30th. 

On the whole, the total number of cattle which came under the care of the 
Fund may be safely put down as at least 700,000, and their value, at the lowest 
computation, as R 1,1 1,00,000. This latter figure, then, may be taken as the 
measure of the probable loss which was prevented by the various measures 'taken 
by the Famine Fund Committee. 


V. 

Other Operations under Head IV. 

The major portion of the funds under the control of this Committee was, 
from the early days of its existence, set apart for the purpose of settingup in life 
again those who fell into destitution during the famine, or had lost their all in the 
struggle. The Committee all along carefully nursed its funds so as to be able to 
attain this object. As far back as the 12th of March, the Collectors of famine 
districts were addressed in view to the registration of deserving recipients. These 
instructions were supplemented, from time to time, with the special object of 
securing the cultivation of holdings immediately on the appearance of the mon- 
soon, and of saving ryots and others from the necessity of getting further under 
the grip of the sowcar. Lists were likewise ordered to be maintained of ryots, 
weavers and other artizans who might be found on the relief works or on weaver 
relief, as this fact was considered to constitute a very fair practical criterion of 
exceptional necessitousness. 

The funds to be placed at our disposal could not be expected to do more 
than relieve the most destitute, and the most pressing cases. The great object 
was to give help, which would be efficient for securing the purpose in view, to 
as many of these as might be possible. It was desired, above all things, to 
avoid frittering away the money at our disposal on wholesale and ineffectual 
grants of small sums to all and sundry. During the visit to Madras of the 
Honourable Mr. H. E. M. James, it was decided to abandon, as impracticable 
with the money likely to be available, the idea of attempting to give grants to 
ordinary coolies, or journeymen artizans on relief works, so as to give them 
something to live on until they commenced to earn wages , again, plus a small 
sum for the purchase of clothes and household utensils. The objects to which 
money under head IV was to be devoted were accordingly laid down as — 

(1) Grants to buy cattle. 

(2) Grants to buy seed. . 

(3) Grants to set up weavers and other artizans. • ■ ■ 

(4) Grants to enable ryots to make a fresh start in life. . 
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Accordingly, on the nth of June, it was resolved to begin by making allot- 
ments for the purchase of seed, grain and cattle, so as to facilitate the cultiva- 
tion of the light red soils of the four Deccan Districts at the rate of R5o,ooo 
to each. . R 1,03,000 was granted for similar purposes in Vizagapatam and 
& 4 2 < 5 °° f° r Ganjam. In addition to this, R6,ooo was granted for seed grain, 
etc., to the Koyas of Bhadrachallam in the Godavari Agency, and R 10,000 to 
the hillmen of Palkonda in the Vizagapatam Agency. 

Later on, the following allotments were made to assist the ryots in the 
heavy black cotton soils of the Deccan, whose cultivation is not undertaken 
before the end of August or in September. The following were the grants made 
for that purpose : — 


Bellary . 

* 



* • 

18th June. 

it 

. 20,000 

6 th July. 

a 

1,50,000 

Kumool . . 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

. 10,000 

1,00,000 

Anantapur . 

• 

• 

• 

• a 

. 10,000 

1,25,000 

Cuddapah 

• 

• 

• 

» • 

. 10,000 

i, 35 »ooo 





TOTAn 

. 50,000 

5,10,000 


The system on which these monies were ordered to be utilised was embodied 
in the following two circulars, dated, respectively, 12th June' and 13th July: — 


A. 


Memorandum to District Committees in the Deccan Districts. 

In consequence of reports received from some of the affected districts that in the red-soil villages 
the early sowings will commence at once, and that any relief which the Executive Committee might 
be disposed to give to the poorer ryots, to enable them to buy plough bullocks and seed grain, 
should be promptly given, we have been directed to place at your disposal a sum of R 5 0,000 to meet 
immediate and urgent requirements. A remittance transfer receipt will accordingly be sent to you 
by the Honorary Treasurer. 

2. We request that you will draw up a list of villages in which the early sowings are likely to 
begin at once, and make prompt arrangements for carrying out a careful village-to-village inspection, 
and for granting relief to such of the poorer pattadars as may be found to be in urgent need of such 
advances. To avoid delay, the villages should be divided between the official and non-official mem- 
bers, and each member furnished with sufficient funds for disbursement on the spot. 

3. The relief should be confined ordinarily to ryots paying an assessment of Rio and less (on 
the aggregate number of their pattahs, if they hold more than one) who have lost their cattle and seed 
grain, and whose resources have been completely exhausted. In exceptional cases, the relief may 
be extended to pattadars paying more than Rio but not more than R50, who may have similarly 
suffered. It may not be necessary in every case to giant money for both cattle and seed grain. In 
many cases, grants for seed grain alone, or bullocks alone, might be sufficient. For seed grain, half 
a rupee per acre should be ample. For bullocks in red-soil villages, not more than R20 to R30 
should be given for a pair, and no ryot should be given more than R50 at the outside, except with the 
sanction of the District Committee. As the funds at the disposal of the Executive Committee are 
very limited, and as large grants will be required to meet the demands from other villages, it is neces- 
sary to restrict the relief to the most destitute, 

4. A list of persons to whom money grants may be given as indicated above should be main- 

tained in Form A-I. forwarded with circular, dated 12th March 1897, by each member (official or non- 
official) intrusted with the administration of relief, and the list in original should, after each village is 
completed, be forwarded to the District Committee, with a certificate appended stating that the 
money has been paid in his presence (and, if any other has been associated with him in the presence 
of ) to the persons mentioned in the list. This will be accepted as a valid voucher for the 

sums so paid. 

5. Every person. to whom a money grant is given should be warned that he is bound to spend it on 
the object for which it is granted, and that it will be recovered if he is shown to have misappropriated 
it. With a view to prevent such misappropriation, it would be desirable, wherever possible, to cause 
a re-enquiry to be made in a few villages of each circle, by the same member or, failing him, some 
other trustworthy person, to find out how far the money has been properly expended. 

6. In the remaining villages of the affected tracts, enquiry should also be set on foot without 
delay, and arrangements made for registering the names of those to whom grants for bullocks or seed 
grain or both will have to be given. It is not possible to say what allotment will be received from the 
Central Committee at Calcutta, but the list should contain full information, so that in the event of the 
allotment being curtailed, it would be easy that to eliminate some of the names and restrict the relief 
only to the worst cases. Reference is requested, in - this connection, to paragraphs of the circular 
letter of the Executive Committee, dated 1 ith March last. 
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B. 


The Collector of 


Sir, 

At their meeting on the 6th inslant, the Executive Committee made further allotments under 
head IV, the objects of which, we may remind you, have been thus specified : — 

“ In restoring to their original position, when acute distress is subsiding, those who have lost their 
all in the struggle, and in giving them a fresh start in life. ” 

The allotment to your district was R 

The remittance of this sum will be made as soon as we hear from you that the season admits of 
its being utilised by the ryots and that you are ready to disburse it. A further allotment to be com- 
municated by telegram will be made as soon as the Central Committee has announced the result of 
its final distribution of funds on the 19th 0 r aoth instant. 

2. It will be clearly seen, on consideration of the objects mentioned above, that the distribution 
ol money under this head must necessariiy rest, in practice, on information and assistance derived 
from the Revenue Department in the district. Our District Committees, we believe, quite recognise 
this fact. The Executive Committee are, therefore, of opinion that the grants under this head should 
be put, in the first place, at the disposal of the Collectors, as has been done in other parts of India, 
and that the latter should be requested to make arrangements suitable to the circumstances and 
peculiarities of their districts for distributing the moneys. At the same time, the Executive Committee 
consider that the co-operation of the members of the District Committees and Sub-Commitees should 
also be availed of as far as they are willing and able to give it. 

3. It seems to the Executive Committee that the best method of securing a speedy and 
impartial distribution of the moneys would be as follows : — The Collector should at cnce call a 
meeting of the District Committee, and in conjunction with them allot proportionate sums to 
each taluk. The actual distribution should then be undertaken by the Divisional and Taluk 
Revenue officers and the members of the Committees conjointly. The disbursements should take 
place at one or more convenient centres in each taluk or division, on fixed days, by a mixed Board 
consisting of a Divisional or Taluk Revenue officer and members of the local Committees. The 
chosen recipients of each village should be summoned to attend, and with them the Karnam and 
the Reddi on a date to be intimated to them, and the sum decided upon should be handed over to 
each recipient in person, and his receipt taken in the list prepared for each village. 

It seems to the Executive Committee that as few distributing centres as possible should be 
chosen, because the carrying about of considerable sums of money will present difficulties, and 
that the centres should preferably be places where, or near where, there are Government trea- 
suries. 

4. The relief should be confined ordinarily to ryots paying an assessment of Rio and less (on 
the aggregate number of their pattas, if they hold more than one) who have, lost their cattle and seed 
grain, or whose resources have, from other causes, been completely exhausted. In exceptional cases, 
the relief may be extended to pattadars paying more than Rio but not more than R50, who may 
have similarly suffered. It may not be necessary in every case to grant money for both cattle and 
seed grain. In many cases, grants for seed grain alone, or bullocks alone, might be sufficient. For 
seed grain, half a rupee per acre should be ample. For bullocks in red-soil villages, not more 
than R20 to R30 should be given for a pair, and in black-soii villages R40 to 60, and no ryot should 
be given more than R50 at the outside, except with the sanction of the District Committee. As the 
funds at the disposal of the Executive Committee are very limited, and as : large grants will be 
required to meet the demands, it is necessary to restrict the relief to the most destitute. 

5. Every person to whom a money grant is given should be warned that he is bound to spend 
it on the object for which it is granted ; and that it will be recovered if he is shown to have mis- 
appropriated it. With a view to prevent such misappropriation, it would be desirable, wherever 
possible, to cause a re-enquiry to be made in a few villages of each circle, by the member or, 
failing him, some other trustworthy person, to find out how far the money has been properly ex- 
pended. 

6. The Executive Committee request that you will kindly take as early steps as possible to carry 
out the distribution of the sum alloted on the lines suggested in this letter, copies of which have 
been forwarded to the District Committee for information. 

These circulars were supplemented by various subsidiary instructions, both 
written and oral, on the part of the Chairman, who spent a month in personally 
supervising the arrangements. For instance, it was laid down that without com- 
plete lists it was impossible that the wants of a taluk could be ascertained, arid 
no equitable allotment of the district grant 'could be made among its various 
taluks. The preliminary operation in question was also essential for the. pre- 
vention of fraud on any large or general scale. In order to further avert any 
mistake, partiality or fraud, the following additional precautions were to he 
taken, The actual payments were to be made at two or three central places in 
each taluk, where the recipients, and the taluk and village officers, were assem- 
bled, the latter to identify recipients, in the same way in which the annual 
settlement, to which the people are accustomed, is conducted. The payments 
were to be made either by the Collector himself, or by an officer not lower in 
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lank than a Divisional Officer specially selected by him. Lastly, payment’s 
were, wherever possible, to be made only in the presence of at least two mem- 
bers of a District or Taluk Famine Fund Committee. 

Lastly, on the 8th October final allotments un’det head IV wete made to 
the following districts •. — ' 


Bellary 

Cuddapah 

Kurnool 

Anantapur. 

Gan j km 

Vizagapatam 



Total 


R a. p. 

. 1,00,000 o o 
. 80,000 o c 

. 50,000 o o 

• 50,000 o o 

. 750 o o 

• 163 8 o 

. 2,80,913 8 o 


These grants were intended for the purpose of starting afresh in life 
impecunious cultivators, craftsmen and others who had been on Government 
relief, either of the ordinary kind or that specially designed for weavers. The 
system of registration and the method of distribution followed precisely similar 
lines to those described above. Elaborate information, as to the holdings and 
other property held by these people, and as to their losses and their debts, had 
been under systematic preparation for several months, in pursuance of a circular 
which was issued in the beginning of May. 

The Committee has reason to believe, owing to the gratitude that has been 
expressed in various ways — by memorial, by resolutions at public meetings, add 
otherwise, — that the money spent by it under this head (IV) has been well spent, 
and that it has been efficacious in relieving much bitter distress. The total 
number of persons assisted with money for seed and bullocks, and with lump 
grants to alleviate their embarrassments was 161,952, and the total sum so 
distributed R 11,27,997. 

In evidence of the care and self-denying labour which everywhere charac- 
terised the administration of the whole of this important portion of the Chari- 
table Funds entrusted to this Committee, it may perhaps be permitted to make 
a quotatian from a report received from Mr. A. C; Tate, the Collectot of 
Cuddapah. This officer, in spite of the almost overwhelming duties attending 
the management of a huge district heavily stricken with famine, distributed no 
less than Ri, 75,000 with his own hands. 

" After settling preliminaries I proceeded to make disbursements. My object was to make the 
payment in an open place, and as publicly as possible, in order that ever}- one might see and know 
what was going on. Opposite to my tent there was a raised platform which served the purpose 
very well, as from it we had a full view of the whole croud of the proposed recipients and spectators. 
On this platform was arranged a table with seats all round. I sat in the middle. The Deputy 
Collectors, M. R, Ry. Runga Rao and Narayanasami Pillai, and the Tahsildar M. R. Ry. Rao Bahadur 
S. Pampapati Sastry, took the scats on my right. On my left was sealed V. Krishnama Charlu, my 
Hazur Sheri stadar.* The shroff was seated in front of me with the bags of rupees, while another 
clerk was by his side to assist him in writing his chitta (account), and alhird hand was employed in 
taking the receipts of the parties. In order to prevent the people from crowding near the paying 
spot, a spacious enclosure was railed off with bamboos in front of the platform. As each village was 
called up, all the people of that' village were ranked inside that enclosure, whether their names were 
on the list or not. The village officers (Karnam and Reddi) were also present in most cases at the 
time of payment. The vast crowd of people of other villages were also witnessing the scene from 
behind the bamboo fence. The raised portion of the platform enabled me to watch all round and 
see what was going on, so that no peons or servants had any opportunity of misconducting them- 
selves on the occasion, or interfering with the recipients of the charity. There was another ad- 
vantage in this method of distributing the money publicly. As each name was called out in a loud 
voice, the person that emerged from the group within the bamboo fence as the possessor of that 
name, became the cynosure of all eyes, including those of many of his neighbours and acquaint- 
ances, and if he was not the right individual, the attempted deception was at once discovered. If he 
met with no challenge from his companions as He stood before the platform, he was put to some sort 
of test by being required to give the extent and assessment of his patta and his father’s or house 
name, details on which points were already entered on the lists. This is the way in which 
parties were identified, and not by the help of village officers. . .1 observed that some of 

the people of the villages, who received paymerits in the beginning, did not go away straight to 
their villages as ordered by me, but tarried 1 near the Katcherri. I suspected that this was ‘possibly 

* The namesof two non-official members of the. Taluk Committee are subsequently given as also present.! 
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due to some improper arrangement with the village officers, and made the Reddis and Karnams 
sit in my presence for more than two hours after the last man of their village was paid, so that the 
recipients of the money might reach their villages before the Reddis and Karnams would overtake 
them on the way. I am sorry to say that it is my opinion that, in some few cases, the recipients of 
this charity have handed over portions of their doles to the village officers, and I feel sure that on 
compulsion can be used to make the recipients act in this way. What I have personally seen to is 
that the full amount of every dole has been publicly placed in the hands of the recipients, and 1 
have taken all possible steps to ensure that there was no obstruction in the way, either of coming to 
receive the dole, or in taking it away home after receipt." 

The natural timidity of the people and the unreliability of the village and 
other inferior servants of Government, presented difficulties everywhere, which 
were, however, discounted by the careful arrangements made by Collectors and 
the loyal manner in which these were carried out by their Divisional Officers and 
Tahsildars. Several wholesome prosecutions instituted in Bellary and elsewhere 
kept the evil fairly in check, and this Committee agrees with the various Dis- 
trict Committees, which have noticed the point in considering that the all-im- 
portant portion of the Fuad’s operations alluded to was admirably administered. 

VI. 


Orphans. 

Owing to the comparative absence of disease amongst the poor during the 
late famine, and the sufficiency of the wages and rations laid down by Govern- 
ment, no large number of orphans is reported from any district. Correspon- 
dence is proceeding for the purpose of discovering what number of these children 
are likely to be adopted or taken charge of by private individuals or others. A 
provision of R2o,ooo has been set apart for the maintenance and bringing up of 
any which may be left on our hands. 


VII. 

Conclusion. 

The gravity of the crisis through which 'the Madras Presidency has passed 
may be realized in some sort if it be remembered that the numbers of persons 
on State Relief, which was only 55,103 when this Committee was formed in 
February, rose to 830,686 on the 24th July. That was the turning point, and 
numbers steadily went down to 2,977 on 31st October. 

As already stated in this Report, the North-East monsoon has been, more or 
less, a failure in the Deccan, and in some of the neighbouring districts. In the 
northern part of Nellore it has been found already necessary to open test works. 
But the northern districts are quite safe, while in the Deccan the forecast of the 
harvest is generally fair to middling. Very high prices, however, continue. 

The Chairman of this Committee was out in the affected districts several 
times between April and September, for the purpose of inspecting and superin- 
tending Famine Fund operations and of consulting with the various Committees. 
All seven districts were inspected at least twice, and some of them four times. 
The Executive Committee held 39 meetings, at which every detail of adminis- 
tration was carefully considered and promptly disposed of. 

As to the various District and Taluk Committees, the Executive Committee is 
indebted to their members for valuable assistance, and desires to record its sense 
of their self-denying labours. On the whole, perhaps, it may not be considered 
invidious to single out the District Committee of Cuddapah for special mention, 
because on it fell for many weeks the task of organising gratuitous relief, which 
was eventually taken over by the Collector after considerable delay. This was 
due partly to the difficulty experienced in getting together the necessary subor- 
dinate inspection establishment in an unhealthy district, where it is at all times 
hard to induce officials to serve. No mention of good work in Cuddapah would 
be complete without the inclusion of the name of the Honourable C. Jambulin- 
gam Mudaliyar, B.A., m.l. The able Honorary Secretary Mr. T. Munisawmi 
Ayyar, must also not be allowed to v escape remembrance. 

The Committee desires, likewise, to record its high sense of the services 
rendered to the Famine Fund, by Mr. H. A. Stuart, I.C.S., -the- Collector of 
Bellary, in many ways too numerous to mention here. The effect of the exam- 
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pie set by his cordial co-operation, and his indefatigable labours, cannot be over- 
estimated. Mr. G. W. Gillman, I.C.S., too, the Secretary of the Bellary 
District Committee, did all that man could do in order to make -the operations 
a success. 

The Committee has likewise to specially thank Messrs. H. D. Taylor, 
I.C.S., W. O. Horne, I.C.S., V. A. Brodie, i.c.S., E. A, Elwin, I.C.S., R. H. Shipley, 
I.C.S., and A. C. Tate, I.C.S., for the cordial manner in which, as Collectors, 
they seconded the efforts of this Committee. Specially good work was done by 
Mr. E. C, Rawson, i.c.S., who, as Chairman of the Vizagapatam Committee, 
rendered valuable service ; and thanks are due also to Dewan Bahadur R. Dar* 
marao Nayudu for his tours of inspection in the same district. Mr. M. Subba 
Rau, the Tahsildar of Guntur, did capital work in the matter of fodder supply 
from the Kistna Delta; and Mr. S. Sundardja Aiyangar, B.A., the Audit Deputy 
Collector, must not be forgotton for the energy and tact displayed by him in 
the troublesome duties which fell to his share in connection with the District 
Famine Fund accounts. 

The figures used in this report are the latest available, and not those up to 
31st October only. If the latter only had been used, this account of the doings 
of the Charitable Fund in Madras would have been fragmentary and incomplete. 
For, owing to local and seasonal peculiarities, a considerable part of the most 
important and interesting work carried out under the auspices of this Committee 
was completed during the few weeks immediately following the 31st October 
which was the dividing line selected by the Central Committee owing apparent- 
ly to its suitability to provinces differently situated to Madras. In order, 
however, to prevent confusion in the accounts, expenditure before 1st November 
is entered in black ink, and that incurred subsequently to 31st October in red, 
in the figured statements which are submitted herewith. These statements have 
not been printed, as they are very elaborate and detailed and the cost of putting 
them into type would be very large. 


C. S. CROLE, 
Chairman. 


HENRY BEAUCHAMP, 

P. RAJARATHNA MOODELLIAR, 
Honorary Secretaries. 


Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, 
Madras Branch ; 

Madras , 21st December 1897. 
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APPENDICES. 


APPENDIX No. i. 


THE INAUGURAL PUBLIC MEETING AT MADRA 

_ A Public Meeting summoned by the Sheriff to organise the Madras Branch of the 
Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund was held on the 4th February 1897 at the Banquet- 
ing Hall at 5 P.M. and was very lalgely attended, the hall being crowded from the dais to 
the entrance. Among those ftreSent were the Hon’ble Mr. H. W. Bliss, C.l.E. ; the 
Hon’ble Mr. J. Grose, C.l.E.; thq Hon'ble Sir Arthur Collins, Kt., Q.C. ; the Hon’ble Mr. 

C. S. Crole; the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Subramanya Iyer, CI.E. ; the Hon’ble Mr. V. 
Bhashyam Iyengar, C.l.E.; the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Boddam ; the Hon’ble Mr. Justice 
Benson; the Most Reverend Archbishop Colgan ; the "Ven’ble Archdeacon Elwes ; the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. Rajarathna Moodelliar ; Rajah Sir Savalai Ramasawmi Moodelliar, Kt., 
C.l.E. ; the Hon'ble Mr. J. Sturrock ; the Hon'ble Mr. P. Rungiah Naidu ; the Rev A. A. 
Williams ; Mr. R. B. Michell ; Dewan Bahadur P, Sreenivasa Rao ; Mr. H. K. Beauchamp; 
Mr. H. G. Wedderburn ; Mr. E. Barclay ; Mr. H. C. West ; Colonel Olcott; Mr. Murray 
Hammick ; Mr. F. Bagshawe ; Mr. R. F. Grant ; Mr. John Adam ; the Hon’ble Mr. G. G. 
Arbuthnot ; the Hon’ble Mr. G. L. Chambers ; Mr. C. Michie Smith ; Mr. R. G. Orr ; Mr. 
Cowasjee Eduljee; Mr. M. Veeraraghava Chariar ; Mr. Waljee Laljee ; Rai Bahadur 'V. - 
Kistnama Chariar ; Mr. L. Kistnadoss Balamukundoss ; Rev. James Cooling ; Mr. W. T. 
Newitt ; the Hon’ble Mr. V. Mahomed Sheriff Khan Bahadur; Mr. P, T. Tlieagaroya 
Chettiar ; Mr. H. Scott ; Mr. J. A. Jones ; Rev. W. F. Archibald ; Mr. J. L. Spoor ; Mr. S. 
Gurusawmy Chetty; Mr. W. Morgan ; Colonel G. M. J. Moore, C I.E. ; Captain B. Portal ; 
Captain Lowndes ; Dr. J. Nield Cook ; Mr. C. Sowden ; Mr. J. H. M. Ryan ; Mr. A. J. 
Yorke; Mr. G. Subramanya Iyer ; Rao Bahadur C. ICalyanasundaram Chettiar ; Mr, Glyn 
Barlow; Mr. H. Ormerod ; Mr, W. Oakes; Mr. C. Seton ; and many others. 

His Excellency the Governor, accompanied by Mr. H. A. Sim, Private Secretary, and 
Lord Herbert Scott, A.D.C., arrived shortly after 5 P.M., and was met at the Government 
House entrance to the Hall by the Sheriff and conducted to his place on the dais. 

The Sheriff read the notice convening the meeting, announced .the meeting duly con- 
vened, and called upon the gathering to elect a Chairman. 

The Hon’ble Chief Justice said. — I have to propose the tirst Resolution that His 
Excellency the Governor do take the chair. I accordingly propose it. 

Rajah Sir Savalai Ramasawmy Moodelliar seconded the Resolution, which was 
carried with acclamation. 

His Exellency the Governor in opening the meeting said : — 

Mv Lord Chief Justice, Mv Lord Archbishop and Gentlemen. — lam proud to obey, the 
summons to take the chair and to preside at this meeting of all that is best and most distinguished 
in our great city of Madras, a meeting called for the purpose of showing our sympathy with our 
distressed fellow-subjects in their dire calamity, and for the purpose of devising means for coming 
to their aid, and for giving them relief. It may be of use, I think, that I should state the 
objects to which it is thought that private subscriptions may legitimately be devoted, and I 
should describe as briefly as I can the organisation which has been suggested for the collection 
and administration of private subscriptions. The objects to which it is thought our subscriptions 
would be most properly devoted, are as follows : — Firstly, in supplementing the subsistence 
ration which alone is provided from public funds, by the addition of small comforts, whether 
of food or of clothing, for the aged or infirm, for the patients in hospitals, for children, and the 
like. As guardian of the public .purse, and in view of the magnitude of the calamity, Govern- 
ment is obliged to limit its assistance ,to what is absolutely necessary for the preservation of life. 
Secondly, in providing for the maintenance of orphans Every famine leaves behind it a 
number of waifs who have lost or become separated from those who should be responsible for 
them and for whose maintenance it is necessary to provide till they are of an age to support 
themselves. Thirdly, in restoring to their original position, when acute distress is subsiding, 
those who have lost their all in the struggle, and in giving them a fresh start in life. The peasant 
cultivator may often thus be saved from losing his holding through sheer inability to cultivate it, 
and from sinking to the position of a day labourer. Now as to the organization which has been 
suggested for the collection and administration of private subscriptions. You are aware that 
(1) a Central Committee, termed the Indian Committee for the provision and administration 
of charitable relief, has been established in Calcutta. That General Committee is unlimited in 
numbers, and nominations of representatives from each Province have been sent to it, and 
have been appointed; but the General Committee have nomited an Executive Committee to 
undertake the actual administration of the business of the Committee. The functions of the Central 
Committee are— (a) to receive moneys transmitted from England or other countries, and also moneys 
that may be subscribed in India for the general purposes of the Committee. The fund so created to 
be termed “The Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, 1897”; (&) to appnr'ion these, moneys 
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between the different .Provinces ; (c) to arrange, in concert with the Government, the system upon 
which charitable relief is to be applied. (2) A Committee to be formed in each Province which will 
receive the moneys apportioned to that Province by the Central Committee, and also any moneys 
subscribed specially to meet the needs of the Province, will distribute these moneys to Local Com- 
mittees, and will generally direct the action of the Local Committees. The Provincial Committee 
will act in concert with the Local. Government, and will be. responsible for seeing that the money 
allotted by the Central Committee is spent on the declared objects of the Fund, and with the approval 
of the Local Government. (3) Local Committees are to be formed as the Provincial Committees 
may determine. The detailed administration of the Relief Funds will be in the hands of these Local 
Committees, acting in concert with the local authorities. (4) The collection of money in England to 
be in the hands of a Committee or other Agency, which will be set on foot in such manner as the 
Secretary of State may deem advisable. It is the work of the Local Committees which, as I under- 
stand it, will be the most difficult. It will be upon them that will devolve the task of deciding details 
as to the precise form of relief to be given, to determine the precise persons who should receive relief, 
and last, but not least, to exercise vigilance and circumspection to prevent the funds from being used 
unworthily and dishonestly. Past experience has shown how almost impossible it is' to discharge 
these duties effectually. 

You have doubtless observed that criticisms have been passed upon the authorities because they 
did not, at an earlier date, invoke the flow of private generosity. In my judgment those criticisms 
were unreasonable and unjust. I believe that earlier action was in no way necessary, and that a 
precipitate and premature call on private charity might have been mischievous. The very nature of 
the objects to which it is thought that private charity should be devoted is such as not to call for action 
during the first stage of the distress ; and it was obviously prudent to avoid the individual bestowal of 
the charity until the gravity of the situation was fully established. An exaggerated or false alarm would 
have permanently injured public confidence, with results which might in the case of future calamity 
of a like kind, have proved disastrous. Without in any wav wishing to minimise the degree of the 
terrible calamity which has fallen upon the country, I do not think it is otherwise than wholesome to seek 
as much encouragement and consolation as may be derived from comparing our present situation 
with our situation at the time of the great famine of 1876-78. The present famine covers a larger area, 
and affects a larger population than the Madras famine of 1876-78, but up to the present its intensity 
is happily less in degree. In the former famine the numbers employed on relief works reached the 
maximum of 2,779,000. The highest number" reached in the present famine is 1,296,000, or less 
than one-half. The maximum number receiving gratuitous relief was in 1876-78, 1,345,000, at 
present the number is 465,000, or less than one-third. The organisation and appliances for dealing 
with the crisis are now incomparably better than they were in 1876-78. The actual loss of life will 
probably be insignificant in comparison. I think also we may reflect with satisfaction on the peren- 
nial stream of private charity, which, by immemorial custom and tradition, flows through the great 
desert of poverty and want in this country. I believe I am right in saying that private charity in 
India, with a population of about 300 millions, takes the place of the pauper relief given in the 
United Kingdom, amounting for a total population of under 40 millions, and for a pauper population 
of about one million to the enormous sum of 12 millions sterling per annum. But, having indulged 
for a moment in the reflections I have called up, let us face without flinching the fact that we have a 
difficulty before us which is beyond the power of the State and beyond the ordinary sources of charity 
to combat completely. Let us in Madras remember the terrible visitation of 20 years ago and the 
generosity and sympathy then shown us by our brethren of the North, and let us now eagerly seize 
this opportunity of helping to comfort and succour them in their adversity. Let us not forget also 
that, though famine in an acute form or in an extensive degree has not yet invaded our own Presi- 
dency, we have scarcity and distress over a considerable area which we can and should help to alle- 
viate, and do not let us be too sanguine that the situation may not become worse in our own affected 
districts. I hope to be able within a short time to visit the Bellary District, with the object of seeing 
for myself the working of our Famine Code and the actual aspect of affairs in that our most distressed 
tract. And now, gentlemen, I leave the matter in your hands, feeling sure that the kind hearts and 
the good sense of the people of Madras will know how to give effect to the purposes which have 
drawn us together to-day. ( Cheers.') 

The Hon'ble Mr. G. G. ARBUTHNOT in moving the next Resolution said : — 

Gentlemen, — We have met here this evening to organise our forces to join in the campaign 
against India’s deadliest foe, against a famine more widespread, more threatening, perhaps to 
become more terrible, than any that has visited this country for generations. I am proud, we are 
all proud, to be citizens of Madras, and I am sure that at this great crisis Madras will be true to 
her traditions of generosity, and all the more so, because with many of us the memory is still 
fresh of that awful time, just 20 years ago, when we ourselves in this Presidency passed through 
the burning fiery furnace, and when at the hour of our utmost need we received help, generous 
and ungrudging, from our fellow-countrymen in all parts of the Empire. Gentlemen, it is 
characteristic of the British race to be outwardly cold, phlegmatic, and unemotional, but when the 
feelings of the people are greatly moved that coldness quickly disappears — it is only at the surface 
—and it covers generous impulses and warm hearts. But if this is true of Englishmen, what shall 
I say of the natives ef India, with whom the exercise of charily is not only a vital part of their religion, 
but amongst rich and poor alike is so interwoven with their daily life as to be part of their very being, 
and is with them from the cradle to the grave, ( Hear , hear.) It is a noble characteristic of the 
people of this country that an appeal to their benevolence, whether public or private, is rarely indeed 
made in vain. I need not detain you this evening with statistics— appalling statistics they are— of the 
vast numbers already on Famine Relief Works, or with estimates of the further millions by which it is 
only too likely that these numbers will soon be swelled. Nor, I think, need I explain to you the 
directions in which it is proposed that private charity should assist and supplement Government 
Relief, for this has been lucidly and admirably set forth in the special supplement to the Gazette of 
India, dated the 9th January, to which the Press has given the widest publicity. , The question has 
been asked whether funds subscribed here in Madras are to be devoted exclusively to the relief of 
distress in this Presidency. I should like in this connection to read you a short extract from the 
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Viceroy’s very eloquent speech at the recent great public meeting in Calcutta. He said : “ I cannot 
too strongly impress upon you my sense of the importance of laying full responsibility for the actual 
administration of charitable funds on those in a position to act -with a knowledge of local circum- 
stances. Any attempt at minute control over all India from one centre will result in lamentable failure. 

I, therefore, earnestly hope that, in accordance with the scheme of organization which will be submit- 
ted to this meeting, the formation of Provincial Committees will follow closely on the formation of the 
Central Committee here to-day, and that, the principles of action being once laid down, Provincial 
Committees will be allowed the amplest discretion in the management of their own funds. Those funds 
will consist, in the first place, of all subscriptions which donors desire should be exclusively devoted to 
their own Province, and, in the second place, of a proportion of the General Fund which may be allotted 
to the Province by the Central Committee. The General Fund should consist of money entrusted to 
the Central Committee either by those in India who desire to give help wherever it is most required, or 
by those in England and elsewhere who cannot, from so great a distance, determine themselves where 
great need may be.” It seems to me that what the Viceroy here proposes as to the administration and 
disposal of Provincial Relief Funds is fair and equitable, and I would most earnestly deprecate the idea 
going forth that, in this time of almost universal trouble, Madras thought only of her own needs and 
her own troubles. Face to face with this great imperial crisis, every jarring note of petty jealousy should 
be hushed, every distinction of colour, creed or caste, must be swept away as in a moment, and our ears 
must not be deaf to the bitter cry of our starving fellow countrymen north or south, east or west, 
throughout ever)' part of India— going beyond any Province. {Hear, hear) And now, before conclud- 
ing, I hope it will not be thought that I am bold if I venture to say one word in earnest appeal to the 
Government, that their rules with regard to the execution of task work and to famine allowance should 
be liberally and mercifully interpreted. {Hear, hear) We all know their difficulties.* The vastness of 
the work they have undertaken, the enormous strain involved on their financial resources, and the 
necessity which they feel of safe-guarding the public money and seeing that it is not wasted or mis- 
applied. It is a noble task for a Government to undertake, and I doubt not that it will be boldly 
discharged. But the experience of our own famine in 1877 showed that strictness in protecting the 
public purse was apt sometimes — with the best of motives, no doubt — to be carried too far. In the 
Gazette which I have already referred to, Government has laid down the rule that “ as guardian of the 
public purse and in view of the magnitude of the calamity, Government is obliged to limit its assistance 
to what is absolutely necessary to preserve life.” But if, when the famine is over and happier times 
come again, a large proportion of those poor starving millions who have been receiving relief have 
been reduced to a state of physical debility which means that the life which has been preserved to 
them will be not only a short but a miserable existence, and that they can never again regain the 
health and strength to do an honest day’s work and earn a day’s wage — then surely our efforts will 
have been futile and our millions spent in vain. {Hear, hear) To aid in preventing this is one of the 
chief objects for which your generous aid is invoked to-night, but if left to private charity alone I fear 
the task may be greater than it is able to accomplish, in spite of the vastness of the scale on which 
that charity is being organized. 

The Hon’ble Mr. V, BHASHYAM IYENGAR seconded the Resolution in the following 
terras : — 

It gives' me great pleasure to second the proposition so eloquently and so ably moved by Mr. 
Arbuthnot. In doing so I sincerely hope that in the matter of private donations to the Indian Famine 
Relief Fund, the people of Madras will not be behind those of any other part of the world throughout 
which an appeal is now being made for the relief of the distressed throughout India, and is being so 
liberally and sympathetically responded to. I think it is unnecessary to detain you with any further 
remarks on a matter of this sort which must commend itself to the whole of the audience and the 
presidency. 

The Ven’ble the ARCHDEACON of Madras in supporting the Resolution said : — 

Your Excellency and Gentlemen, — Before saying a few words in support of the Resolution 
which has been proposed and seconded, I shall be glad to read a telegram received to-day from the 
Bishop of Madras, who is now on tour in Berar. It runs as follows Bishops at Calcutta agreed 
to request Clergy beside subscription lists to invite collection in Churches for famine relief first 
Sunday March. Tell the Governor I sympathise with public meeting.” Those of us who remem- 
ber the famine of 1876 — 1878 do not need to have more than that memory to stir us up to do all we 
can to help at the present time of need. The sights that we then saw impressed themselves so in 
our minds that it was almost impossible for a time to think of aught else. And, Sir, I think we were 
also impressed with that need to which Mr. Arbuthnot has referred, namely, the need of help being 
given in the earlier stages of distress. When once the grip of famine has seized full hold of a man, 
it is hard even when relief comes to fight off death, or if this is done to restore the man to such vigour 
as shall enable him to earn well again his own living. It seems to me that — looking at all we hear from 
the statement of Government or from the public papers — that we may fairly conclude there is not only 
need of immediate help but we have to look forward to the need that there will be of continuous help. 
The need for help must from the circumstances of the case increase month by month for some 
months to come. We need therefore not only the large contributions which may now come in, but 
we need systematic giving, month by month, or at some other stated intervals, so that there may be 
while the need lasts a continual flow of subscriptions. Your Excellency has referred to the fact, that 
although we have been spared real famine in this Presidency yet that there are tracts of land where 
the scarcity and high prices have led to aid being given by Government. There can be no doubt that 
such was the case in more than one part some little time ago. A gentleman who has spent many 
years of his life on the Gdddvari, at Dummagudem, wrote as follows : — “ Distress is indeed creeping 
on and on all around us. No millet is allowed to be imported from the Nizam's country on the other 
side of the river. At present no grain is coming in from Bustar or the Central Provinces. There 
have been some slight showers in some parts of the taluk, and the millet in the villages close to the 
Gdddvari may yield a half crop, but in the Koi villages all is gone. Providentially the early rain crop 
was quite an average one. The severe distress will' begin in a few weeks. At present many have 
some grain and they are digging roots in the jungles everywhere.” And with reference to money 
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that had been sent the writer adds : — “ We will use the money you have, sent most carefully and 
economically.” That there is need of aid from private sources and aid given through the organisa- 
tion of Local Committees— none I think can doubt. An officer who served many years in India in 
this Presidency, wrote lately, “ Vast as the Government organisation is, how is it possible for it to reach 
the homes of such multitudes and deal the food to the women, the children, the sick and the weaky ?” 
While therefore thoroughly agreeing with Mr. Arbuthnot, that we should gladly send our subscriptions 
to the Central Fund, yet at the same time we may remember that in some measure aid also is 
required in this Presidency. Representing as I do the Church of England to-day, I can only say 
that I believe every effort will be made by our members to help all who need, without distinction of 
race, caste, or creed and judging from the past we may hope that large help will be given. 

Mr. R. G. Orr in supporting the Resolution said that it was only since he entered the hall that he 
discovered that his name was connected with the Resolution, and he was sorry, therefore, that he was 
not prepared with any speech. He had much pleasure, however, in supporting the Resolution, com- 
mending the objects of the meeting very warmly and heartily to all. There could be no doubt of the 
immense necessity which lay before them and the terrible scenes which would be witnessed in the land 
especially in the North. He would specially press upon the meeting as one reason for giving liberally 
and heartily that this time at least Madras had been spared from the terrible famine and distress that 
oppressed it in 1876-78. Perhaps there was also another point he would like to mention and that 
was to endorse the recommendation of the Ven’blc Archdeacon as to regular, monthly or periodical 
payments. He trusted that all would show their gratitude for their exemption — at any rate partial — 
from famine by responding very liberally to the fund to which they were now called to subscribe. 

His Excellency the Governor having put the motion to the vote it was carried with accla- 
mation. His Excellency then said that the principal motion having been carried and the appoint- 
ment of a Provincial Committee for the purpose of raising funds having been decided on, he had 
much pleasure in announcing the promises of subscription which had been received. 

Letters, Telegrams and Subscriptions. 

The Rajah of Bobbili sent the following telegram : — 

“ Sorry unable to attend meeting. I gladly contribute Rio, 000. No more worthy object to 
contribute to than relieving people from starvation. I already sanctioned Rao,ooo for special 
irrigation and other works in my estate. Kindly inform His Excellency." 

His Highness the Maharajah of Tiavancore and His Highness the Rajah of Cochin wired that 
each subscribed R 5,000 towards the fund. 

Mr. W. Taylor, Agent to the Zemindar of Parldkimedi, sent the following telegram : 

“ The Rajah of Parldkimedi has already opened relief works, and is spending large sums locally. 
Should it be necessary he is prepared to spend three lakhs in district relief works. So while assuring 
you of his sympathy and wishing the meeting great success, he feels unable at present to subscribe to 
the General Famine Fund." 

Mr. H. G. Turner, late Collector of Vizagapatam, telegraphed as follows “ Please enter my 
name famine subscription R 1,000.” 

The Rajah of Venkatagiri wrote sympathising with the meeting and announcing subscription of 
R 1,000. 

Messrs. Best & Co., Madras, have subscribed Ri,ooo. 

The Maharajah of Vizianagram has subscribed R20, 000, his telegram having been received 
after the meeting. 

The Sultan Ali Rajah of Cannanore and the Zemindar of Dharakota have each susbcribed R5C0. 

The Zemindar of Siripuram contributed R300. 

The Rajah of Kallikota and Atagada sent the following telegram : — “ Rajah proposes spending 
money on his own estates which have suffered severely from scarcity and elsewhere in this district 
where help needed, and does not for the moment at any rate propose to offer contribution to the 
Central Fund. Am opening kitchens and taking other measures. Rajah would possibly contribute 
later if need be.” 

The Secretary of the United Planters’ Association of Southern India reports that that Association 
in conjunction with the various District Associations is organising a Relief Fund amongst the 
Planters. 

Rajah Sir S. Ramasawmi in contributing R2,ooo wrote as follows 

May it Please Your Excellency, — I beg most humbly to lay before your Excellency, for the 
information of the meeting, that when we were receiving most heart-rending accounts of the severe 
distress from famine that was prevailing and growing gradually worse in Northern India, I just then 
learnt that the famine meeting was to be held in Calcutta, and as at that time there was no sign of a 
similar meeting being held in Madras, I wired to Calcutta my subscription of R3,ooo to the Indian 
Famine General Relief Fund. But though I have done so, yet not wishing to be a non-donor in my 
own Presidency, when an occasion has arisen, I beg to offer another donation of Rz, 000, and 3,000 
cloths for the sole benefit of the distressed men and women in the parts of this Presidency affected 
by the famine. As a reason for my offering cloths, I beg to say for the information of your Excel- 
lency and the meeting, that from the year 1876 whenever a famine or scarcity prevailed in the Presi- 
dency of Madras, I have sent money and cloths to the Collectors and their Assistants in the affected 
districts for distribution among the distressed there. A large number of such cloths were distributed 
in several affected districts by Lord Wenlock himself in person during his tour there in 1891-93. 

The Commandant of His Excellency the Governor’s Body Guard sent a cheque for Rs, 73-1-10, 
being the amount of one day’s pay subscribed by the officers, non-commissioned officers and 
men of His Excellency the Governor’s Body Guard towards the Famine Fund, 
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- The Most Reverend Archbishop COLGAN then moved the next Resolution, that the 
following gentlemen be invited to serve on the Provincial Committee with power to add 
to their number ; and to appoint an Executive Committee to administer the Fund : — 

His Excellency Sir Arthur Havelock, g.c.h.g. ; the Maharajah of Travancore, G.c.s.r. ; the Maha- 
rajah of Vizianagram, g.c.i.e. ; the Maharajah of Jaipur; the Rajah of Cochin ; the Rajah of Puduko- 
ta ; the Prince of Arcot ; the Nawab of Banganapalli, c.s.i.jthe Rajah of Venkatagiri, K.c.tE.;the 
Rajah of Bobbili, k.c.i.e. ; the Rajah of Kalahastri ; the Rajah of Ramnad ; the Rajah of Sundur, c.i.e.; 
Eliah Rajah of Travancore; Rajah G. N. Gajapati Rao, c.i.e. ; the Zemindar of Punganur ; the’ 
Hon’ble Mr, P, Ananda Charlu ; Messrs. W. P. Austin; G. G. Arbuthnot ; J. Adam, m.a. ; Rev. W. 
F. Archibald ; Messrs. M. Abboyi Naidu ; N. Appnlnraju ; N. Appusundrum Pillay ; N. Adipuranum 
Pillay ; P. Aiyasawmy Moodelliar, m.a., b.l. ; the Hon’ble Messrs. Justice Benson ; Justice Boddam ; 
H. W, Bliss, c.i.e. ; V. Bhashjam Iyengar, c.i.e. ; Messrs. F. T. Bagshawc ; H. K. Beauchamp ; Glyn 
Barlow ; Kenworthy Brown ; Surgeon-Lieut.-Colonel A. M. Branfoot; Surgeon-Lieut.-Colonel W. 
R. Browne; Surgeon-Major W. B. Bannerman; Surgeon-Major W. B. Browning ; Messrs. Reddy 
Branson ; R. V. Basava Pillay; Haji Mahomed Hadi Badsha Sahib ; B Baliah Naidu ; R. Balakistna 
Chetty ; M. Buchi Babu Naidu ; Haji Mahomed Azeez Badsha Sahib ; H. E. Sir Mansfield Clarke ; 
the Hon’ble Sir Arthur Collins, Kt., q.c. ; the Hon’ble Colonel D. McN. Campbell ; Flis Grace 
Archbishop J, Colgan, d.d. ; Brigadier-General J. T. Cummins, d.s.o. ; the Hon’ble Mr. C. S. Crole ; 
the Hon’ble Mr. G. L. Chambers ; Messrs. H. O’C. Cardozo, c.i.e. ; B. H, Chester, m.a. ; P. Chent- 
sul Row, c.i.e,; Rai Bahadur C. V. Cunniah Chetty ; Francis Cripps; B. N. Chandik; the Hon’ble 
Mr. Justice Davies ; the Hon’ble D. Duncan, D Sc. ; the Right Rev. DeSilva, d.d. ; the Ven'ble 
Archdeacon Eiwes ; Messrs. V. P. D’Rozario ; V. C. Desika Chariar ; Rajah Easwara Doss ; Rai Baha- 
dur M.Ethiraja Pillay; E. H. Elliott; Cowasjee Eduljee ; C. Ethirajulit Chetty; the Right Rev. Bishop 
Gell, d.d. ; the Hon’ble Mr. J. Grose, cr.E. ; Messrs. R. F. Grant; Salla Gurusawmy Chetty ; F. C. 
Harrison; Hussan Ali Khan Bahadur; C. lyahsawmy Pillay; the Hon’ble Mr. C. Jambulingam Moo- 
delliar; Mr. O. R. Jones ; the Hon’ble Mr. K. Kalyanasoondrum Iyer; Surgeon-Lieut.-Colonel W. G. 
King, m.b. ; Messrs. Rai Bahadur V. Krishnama Charry ; P. V. Krishnasawmy Chetty ; B. Kistniah 
Naidu ; Dewan Bahadur C. Kalyanasoondrum Chetty ; Kushal Doss Chutterbutha Doss ; L. Kistna 
Doss Balamukundoss ; Kurushed Husain Sahib ; N, Kristnasawmy Naidu ; K. Kristnasawmy Chetty ; 
W. J. H. LeFanu ; B. Lovery ; the Hon’ble the Rev. Dr. W. Miller, c i.e. ; the Hon’ble V. Mahomed 
Sheriff Khan Bahadur ; Surgeon-Lieut.-Colonel J. Maitland ; the Right Rev. Bishop T. Mayer, d.d. ; 
Messrs. J. M. Maskell ; J. Matheson; William Morgan ; Colonel G. M. J. Moore, c.i.e. ; Rajah Moo- 
thookistnah Yachendra Bahadur; Messrs. R B. Mitchell; Mahomed Mahmood Khan Bahadur; 
Mahomed Ali Namaji ; V. Masilamony Pillay ; Murlidoss Ramdoss ; C. Mukunda Naidu ; P. Murugasa 
Moodelliar; C. Muthukomarasawmy Moodelliar; B. Madava Chetty ; Mirza Mehdy Hasham Ispahan! ; 
Sri Rajah ofMandasa ; E. Norton ; T. Numberumal Chetty; S. Narajansawmy Chetty; K. Narajana 
Rao ; R. G. Orr ; W. H Oakes ; W. P. Oakshott ; H Ormerod ; Colonel H 3 Olcott ; the Hon’ble 
Mr. J. F. Price, c.s 1. ; The Kumara Rajah of Pittapore ; Dr. S. Palani Andi; Messrs. C. R. Pat- 
tabirama Iyer ; G. Paramaswaram Pillay ; A. C Parthasarathy Naidu ; M. O. Parthasarathy Iyengar ; 
the Hon’ble Mr. J. D. Rees, c.i.e.; Rajah Sir S. Ramasawmi Moodelliar, Kt. c.i.e.; the Hon’ble Mr. 
P. Rajaruthna Moodelliar; Messrs. F. Rowlandson; C. Ramachundra Rao Sahib ; the Hon’ble Mr. P. 
Rungiah Naidu; Major F. Romilly ; Messrs. Rai Badadur P. Ramasawmy Chettiar; V. Rajaruthnam 
Chetty; R. Runga Row; M. R. Ramakristna Iyer ; T. Ramachendra Iyer ; P. Rajagojala Chariar ; Rai 
Bahadur V. Ragava Chariar ; B, Rungiah Chetty ; T. Runga Chariar ; T. Ruthnasawmy Nadar ; M. 
Ramakristniah Pantulu ; T. Runganatha Tawker ; D. Rungamannar Chetty ; C. S. Rajarathna Moo- 
delliar; P. Rajarathna Moodelliar; the Hon’ble Mr. Justice H. H. Shephard ; the Hon’ble Mr. N. 
Subba Rao ; The Hon’ble Mr. J. Sturrock ; the Hon’ble Mr. Justice S. Subramanya Iyer, c.i.e. ; the 
Hon'ble Mr. G. Stokes; the Hon’ble Mr. C. Sankara Nayar; Surgeon-Major-General C. Siblhorpe; 
Colonel FI. R. Shelley; Messrs. H. Scott; H. A. Sim; C. Michie Smith; A. Seshiah Sastriar, c.s.i. ; 
C. V. Sundaram Sastriar ; N. Subramanyam ; C. Sowden; C. Seton; Syed Mahomed Sahib Bahadur, 

J. H. Stone; S. Sathianathan, m.a. ; L. D. Swamicunnoo Pillai ; S. Sunkara Subbier, c.i.e. ; Dewan 
Bahadur P. Sreenivasa Rao ; V. Sultan Moideen Sahib Bahadur ; A. Sankariah ; P. Subramanya Iyer ; 

K. P. Sankara ilenon; S. Subroya Achary ; P. Soraasundrum Chettiar ; G. Subramanya Iyer ; Rai 
Bahadur R. V. Streenivasa Iyer ; P. M. Sivagnanam Moodelliar ; V. Subbaraman Chetty ; Syed 
Hasham Bilgrami ; P. Seetharama Chetty ; M. A. Singara Chari; Rai Bahadur A. Thanakoti Moo- 
delliar; P. Theagaroya Chetty, b. a. ; C. Thirumalai Naidu; C.S. Theagaroya Moodelliar P. 
Theagaroya Chetty ; The Hon’ble Mr. C. Vijiaragava Charry ; Rajah Venugopala Kistna Yachendra 
Bahadur; Dewan Bahadur T. Venkasawmy Rao; Messrs. W. S. Vencataramanujam Nuidu; M. 
Veeraraghava Charry; V. Varadappa Naidu; P. Veloo Chetty ; R. Vedanta Charlu; M, Venugopauloo 
Pillay ; M. Varadaiajulu Chetty ; M, Vencataramiah Chetty ; S. Vencatakristnamah Chetty ; T. Vythia- 
natlta Iyer ; Bathan Vencatarathna Chetty ; Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel G. L. Walker ; Messrs. H. 
C. West; H G, Wedderburn; Waljee Laljee Sait; C, Wrenn; A. J, Yorke ; C. Yethirajuloo Naidu; 
and all District Magistrates and District Judges. 

The Hon’ble Mr, Justice Subramanya Iyer seconded the proposition, and in doing so said it was 
unnecessary to say very much beyond the fact that it greatly depended on the labours of the Com- 
mittee how Madras would acquit itself on this extremely important occasion. He would only ask 
such of his countrymen as were on the Committee to remember that a great responsibility lay on 
them, whether when this work was over they could say they had acquitted themselves well or not. 
He would only ask them to try and do their best to make the Committee a success. 

The Hon'ble Mr. CrOLE in supporting the Resolution said : — 

Your Excellency, My Lord and Gentlemen, — I propose, with, the permission of this meeting, to 
confine myself to submitting for consideration a very few observations, which may not be considered 
out of place in supporting the Resolution which has just been proposed for its acceptance. A new 
generation has sprung up since the fierce trial through which this Presidency passed in 1877-78. To 
most, even the oldest of many amongst you, the great famine may be hardly more than a memory of 
contemporaneous fact. Those, however, who were in the thick of the combat have burned into their 
minds recollections of it which can never be effaced. It was a veritable scourge of God, aggravated 
by the shortcomings of man. There was little to guide the actors in that struggle, but they resolutely 
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fought it out. Some of them fell, many were disabled ; but in spite of numerous failures and mistakes; 
they added a notable page to the history of the connection of the British with India. The Famine 
Code has changed all that. The duty of Government is to save starvation and to ensure that the 
labouring classes cannot be allowed, owing to want of food, to fall below reasonable physical effi- 
ciency, is well recognised. The means for the due performance of that duty are mapped out with 
great completeness of detail. It may be asserted that in the South of India a repetition of 1877 is 
now absolutely impossible. The present local scarcity in Madras is happily merely a misfortune, and 
not a disaster. But there is a phase of the struggle against famine which lies outside and beyond 
the settled sphere of Government operations. The organisations of the charitable funds must go far 
beyond relief of distress in order to be efficient, and in order to avoid waste and demoralisation, must 
proceed on lines which will in no way clash or compete with the operations of the State. The sphere 
of charity is the rescue of those sufferers from famine who cannot be reached by Government. 
Government can, as a rule, take care of the wage-earning class and the lowly poor only, to use those 
terms in their broadest signification. Charitable relief, on the other hand, besides dealing with 
pressing isolated cases among those classes, has its proper place in endeavouring to seek ou 
and relieve distress among those who would not resort to Government Works or Poor-houses 
It should especially, by timely aid, prevent individuals from stooping down in degradable 
positions with the ranks of daily labourers. It ought to do its best to hold out a helping 
hand to the hardworking cultivator, so that he may tide over the bad times. Last of all, 
charitable relief ought to be ready with aid to ryots and others who have suffered, so that 
they may be enabled to resume their avocations immediately after the welcome rain of the 
S. W. monsoon appears with' June. I have taken the liberty of defining the position, because 
it appears to be hardly well enough understood. For instance, Mr. J. M. Maclean, who ought to know 
better, wrote to the London Times on the 4th January, as if charitable relief was required to enable 
officials to redeem the responsibilities of Government and “ to cope with^the calamity which is desolat- 
ing the country.” In 1877-78, I |freely admit, as one of those responsible, that the £740,000 contri- 
buted by the British public was not satisfactorily administered. I am supported in this view by the 
present Secretary of State, who writing to Mr. W. Digby on the 6th January last, pointed out that the 
times had changed, and that the records of the operations of the Mansion House Fund of those days 
would be of little use at the present juncture. The great defect then was the preponderance of others 
than Indian gentlemen in the work of the Committees. That may have been unavoidable, but it is so 
no longer. The country had made great strides during the past 20 years. The public conscience is 
now becoming awakened to the conception of the public duty. If this view is correct, it will be ex- 
hibited in a great flow of subscriptions for the raising of your own people in the Ceded Districts, and 
still more conspicuously, for help to your brethren in the Central and the North-West Provinces. I 
am now addressing the Indian gentlemen present. But the great advantage of Indian gentlemen 
everywhere taking their proper place in this work will be that, by their personal efforts alone, will it 
be possible to ensure that the subscriptions and funds get into the hands of the proper parties, whom 
they alone have the power of searching out. They alone can, in fact, prevent waste and obviate 
demoralisation, and thus make these charity funds a real boon. I have no fear of the result, if it be 
only generally recognised that not only subscriptions, but devoted work and zeal are required. From 
this point of view, the present movement appears to me capable of being converted into a powerful 
educative force, and in the days to come when all this is ended, all concerned -will recognise that, in a 
two-fold sense, it is ” more blessed to give than to receive.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Rungiah Naidu also supported the Resolution in the following speech : 

Gentlemen, — Your Excellency — It is a great satisfaction to me to be able to take part in this 
movement for the relief of human distress. The promoters of the movement have wisely inaugurated 
it under the distinguished auspices of His Excellency Sir Arthur Havelock ; and in supporting . the 
proposition which places before you the names of the gentlemen who will form the Committee to 
carry out the humane work we have in view, I venture to express the confident hope that, with such 
names as have been proposed, we shall not be lacldng in the influence of wealth, rank of position. 
It is a great calamity that has overtaken the country just now ; and we have every hope that the 
Government, with the help of charity which has been extended from different parts of the civilised 
world, will be able to successfully tide over the present crisis. Poverty is always with us ; it is 
chronic in this country ; but it is only at intervals that it attains such an acute stage ; and then all the 
resources of the Government have been most willingly and readily utilised by our rulers in their 
anxiety to save the lives of Her Majesty’s poor subjects. Gentlemen, it is a duty and obligation 
with all of us, officials and non-officials, to actively co-operate with our benign Government in its 
efforts for the relief of distressed humanity ; and 1 am sure the names that were read out to you 
would commend themselves to your hearty acceptance as being those of gentlemen who can ably do 
the work we have set before us. 

His Excellency the Governor put the motion to the meeting when tt was carried unani- 
mously. 

His Excellency then said that before closing the meeting he had much pleasure in announcing 
the following further subscriptions : — Messrs. P. Murugasam & Co., R500, L. Kistnadoss Balamu- 
kundoss and his son, R2,ooo. 

His Excellency suggested that donors and subscribers in making their contributions should say 
whether they wished them devoted to the interest of all parts of India, or specially to the Funds of 
this Presidency. The Provincial Committee having now been duly appointed, he thought all would 
agree that the sooner they set to work the better. He would therefore propose thatthe Provincial 
Committee should hold a meeting in the Banqueting Hall on Monday next at 5 p.m. for the purpose 
of appointing an Executive Committee and transacting such other business as might come before 
them. 

The business of the meeting having closed the Hon’ble Mr. V. Mahomed Sheriff Khan 
proposed a vote of thanks to His Excellency the Governor for presiding. It was seconded by 
Mr. L. Kistnadoss B xlamukcndoss and carried. * 

The Sheriff then dissolved the meeting. 
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APPENDIX l^o. 2. 


FI RST MEETING OF THE PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE. 

The fust meeting of the Provincial Committee of the Fund was held on 8th February 1897 at the 
Banqueting Hall, with His Excellency Sir Arthur Havelock in the chair. The meeting was largely 
attended by members of the Committee. 

His Excellency observed that the purpose for which they had met that evening was to elect 
their Executive Committee, a Committee to whom they should entrust the real business of collecting 
and administering the Charitable Fund. The Executive Committee would, he supposed, in their 
turn select Local Committees who would carry out the work in districts which might be assigned 
to them. A paper had been put into his hands which contained the names of a certain number of 
gentlemen whom, he understood, the present meeting would be willing to accept as their represent- 
atives on the Executive Committee. The following were the names : — 

Chairman. — The Hon’ble Mr. Crole. 

Vice-Chairmen. — The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Subramanya Iyer, Rajah Sir Savalai Ramaswami 
Moodelliar, the Hon’ble Mr. P. Rungiah Nadu, [and the Hon’ble Mr. Mahomed Sheriff Khan Bahadur. 

Treasurer. — The Hon'ble Mr. G. Arbuthnot. 

Honorary Secretaries. — Mr. H. K. Beauchamp and the Hon’ble Dewan Bahadur P. Rajaratna 
Moodelliar. 

Members of the Committee. — The Hon’ble Mr. C. Sankaran Nair, the Hon’ble Mr. C. Jambu- 
lingum Moodelliar, the Hon’ble Mr. V. Bhashyam Iyengar, the Hon’ble Mr. Justice R. S. Benson, 
Mr. M. Viraraghavachariar, Mr. Mirza Mahdi Ispahani, Mr. Kristnadoss Balamukundoss, Mr. R. G. 
Orr, Mr. Glyn Barlow, Mr. W. J. H. LeFanu, Surgeon-Lt.-Col. W. G. King, His Grace Archbishop 
Colgan, the Ven’ble Archdeacon Elwes, Mr. John Adam, the Hon’ble Mr. J. Sturrock, Col. G. M. J. 
Moore, Mr. H. Scott, Mr. H. C. West, Mr. Cowasjee Eduljee, Rev. Mr. Archibald, Mr. R. V. Srinivasa 
Iyer, and Rev. E. Sell. 

His Excellency wished to know if the meeting approved of the Executive Committee as 
proposed. 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. Rungiah Naidu suggested that the Executive Committee should have 
power to add to their number. 

His Excellency thought that there could be no objection to the suggestion being carried out. 

Mr. G. Subramanya Iyer observed that there were not enough Indian members on the 
Committee. He wished to know whether the number of members for the Executive Committee was 
fixed. 

His Excellency replied that the number was not fixed, but he thought that for convenience the 
Committee should not be too numerous. 

Colonel Olcott said that every one of them as a member of the Committee was conscientiously 
bound by the action of their Executive Officers, that if they were to delegate to them the entire 
authority of the Committee, they should see that the Committee chosen was composed of men who 
were willing to do the work and in whose conscientious discharge of the work they had confidence. 
He fancied that he was expressing the views of those present in saying that the Committee should 
represent the whole community of the Madras Presidency, so that hereafter there might be no 
complaint made. He had been very much struck by the remark made the other day by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Crole that the Famine Fund of 1877 had been more or less maladministered, because there had 
been a preponderance of European members on the Committee. His opinion was that in forming 
that Committee there should be such a balance between the official and the non-official, between the 
European and the Native element, as would make it a model Committee who would do their work in 
the most thorough manner, and who at the end of that unfortunate campaign would come out of the 
thing with the confidence of the whole community. 

It was proposed by Mr. G. Subramanya Iyer, seconded by Mr. B. Bauliah Naidu and carried* 
“ that six more Indian gentlemen be added to the Committee.” 

His Excellency called upon Mr. Subramanya Iyer to suggest the names. 

Colonel Moore proposed, and the Hon’ble Mr. P. Rungiah Naidu seconded, “that the names 
be submitted to the Executive Committee.” 

The proposition was agreed to. 

His Excellency. — Now gentlemen, I leave the work of this important undertaking in the hands 
of the Committee which we, the Provincial Committee, have just chosen, and I do so with the greatest 
pleasure and confidence. 

At the instance of Mr. Rungiah Naidu, the following names were added to the Provincial 
Committee to represent the several Mofussil districts : — 

Madras. — The Right Rev. Bishop Morley, Mr. David Leighton, Colonel Olcott, Mr. M. Durai* 
swatny Pathur, of Messrs. Arulanandam and Sons, and M. Vencatasawmy Naidu, 

Anantapur. — Mr. P. Kesava Pillay and Rev. Stevenson. 

Arcol [North). — Mr. Mahomed Habibulla Sahib and Rev. Yv. j. Chamberlain. 

Bellary. — Mr. Mathew Abraham, Mr. P. C. Ananthacharlu, Mr. Mari Siddappah, and Mr. M, 
Ramanjulu Naidu. 

Cuddapah. — Rev. D. Leighton and Mr. T. M. Munisawmy Iyer. 

Ganjam.— Rev. J. C. Archibald, Mr. B. B. C. Chatterjea, Mr. D. V. Ramayya Pantulu, Mr. V/ 
L. Venkataramayya, Mr. T. V. Siva Rao, Rajah of Parlakirnedi, and Rajah of Kallikottah, 
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Godavari. — Rev. F. J. Macready, Mr. G.Venkataratnam, Mr. K. Perraz, Mr. Nallam Padba- 
nabhara, and Mr. C. Sitaramayya. 

Kislna . — Air. Venkatasubba Rao, Mr. P. Venkatappa, Rao Bahadur S. Lingayya, Mr. P. Ven- 
katakrishnayya Naidu, Mr. J. W. Maiden, and Rev. Wolfe. 

Ktirnool. — Rev. William Staunton and Mr. T. Chidambara Rao. 

Vtzagapalam . — Mr. V. Suriyanarayana Sastri, Mr. K. Ramanuja Cbariar and Mr. V. Atlanta 

Rao, 

Mr. G. Arbuthnot:— I wish to make a statement with the permission of His Grace Archbishop 
Colgan. At the end of the last famine, a sum of R8,ooo was left in the hands of my firm as 
Treasurers of the Famine Fund ; and an arrangement was made some time later that this should be 
put at interest. The Archbishop is the only Trustee living in this country, and the total amount of 
this fund is something over R 11,000, and he has authorised me to state that we may place this fund 
at the disposal of this Provincial Committee. 

Pits Excellency.— I am sure, gentlemen, we have heard the announcement made by Mr. 
Arbuthnot with great satisfaction. It adds a very substantial sum to the funds at our disposal. 

With a vote of thanks to the Chairman, proposed by Rajah Sir Savalai Ramasawmi Moodelliar> 
the meeting was brought to a close. 


The following names were subsequently added to the Executive Committee: — 

(1) Mr. K. Narayana Rao. 

(2) Mr. P. Theagaraya Chettiar. 

(3) Mr. G. Parameswera Pillai. 

(4) Mr. Hajee Mahomed Patcha Saib. 

(5) Mr. N. Subramanyam. 

(6) The Plonourabie the Raja of Bobili. 

(7) Reverend W. A. Westcott. 

(8) The Honourable Mr. P. Anandacharlu. 


APPENDIX No. 3. 

STATEMENT SHOWING THE COLLECTIONS BY THE VARIOUS DISTRICT COMMITTEES UP TO am 

OCTOBER i3g j. 


Districts. 


Ganjam . 
Vizagapatam 
Godavari 
Bellary 

Cuddapah . . 

Anantapur . . 

Kurnool . . 

Malabar 
Kistna 

Nellore . . 

Chingleput . 
North Arcot 
South Arcot 
Tanjore 
Trichinopoly 
Madura 
Tinnevelly . 
Salem . • 

Coimbatore . 
Nilgiris 
South Canara 
Travar.core Stale 
Pudukkottai State 


General Fund, Provincial Fund, Total. 
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APPENDIX' No. 4. 


Tadpatri 
! Guntaka! 

I Dharmavara 
Anantapur 
Gooty . 

I Chakarlapalli 



•5 Dhone . 


td I Nandyal 


CQ 


Aspari . 

I Nancherla 
Kuditani 
I Kosgi . 

Yerraguntla . 
Muddanur 
Kondapuram 
Vayalpad 
Kadiri . 

[ Chinna Tippa- 
samudram. 
Kurubolu Kota 


26th May 
27th May 
6th June 
I 24th June 

26th May 
7 th June 
8th Aug 
2 1 st Aug. 
24th Aug. 

1st Sept. 
1st Sept. 


Com m ;tte«. XCludCS R3,S53 ’ the C0St 0f foddcr > icsued erath on tickets issued by the Indi; 


Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund 


APPENDIX No, 5, 


ABSTRACT OF PERSONS RELIEVED AND SUMS SPENT. 


District. 

Hu 

ad I, 

Head II. 

Head III. 

Head IV. 

Miscel- 

laneous. 

Pei sons, 

Amount. 

Persons. 

Amount. 

Persons. 

Amount. 
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Amount, 

Gan jam 

Vizagapatam 

Godavari 

Bellary 

Cuddapah 
Anantapur . 
Kurnool 

Malabar . 
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No. 
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APPENDIX No. 6. 


STATEMENT SHOWING THE ALLOTMENTS TO THE SEVERAL D1STRIC1 COMMIT IKES. 


District. 

Heads 

1 and III. 

Head IV. 

For other 
purposes. 

Total. 

Remarks. 


R 

R 

R 
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... 
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- 
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... 
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Cuddapah 

-O 
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b 
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O 
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Anantapur • 
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in the allotment under Head 
IV. 

Iiurnool . . 

i 6 . 7 °°§ 

2,05,000 
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2,22,700 

§ R700 sent to the Collector for 

Malabar . . • 
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• •• 

... 
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relief of Khandans in Kurnool 
town, and Ri.ooo for relief in 
the Banganapalle State. 

Total . 

1,63,700 
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13,75,6 * 3*5 

; j) For fodder. 

Add allotment under 
Head II . 

GRAND TOTAL 
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APPENDIX No. 7. 


GANJAM DISTRICT. 

The following are extracts from a report of Mr. PI. D. Taylor, Collector of Ganjdm : — 

In March a general district meeting was convened by me at Berhampur in connection with the 
Famine Fund, and a local District Committee was elected for the collection of subscriptions and the 
administration of funds granted by the Executive Committee, Madras, for purposes of relief in this 
district. Sub-Committees were also formed at Parldkimedi, Chicacole, Russellkonda and Berhampur. 

As I found that my current duties prevented me from attending the meetings of the District 
Committee, and as my own head-quarters were Chatrapur, while the Plonorary Secretary lived in 
Berhampur, thereby causing considerable delay in the disposal of business, I was compelled to 
resign the office of President of the District Committee. I am not therefore in a position to give any 
reliable information as to the administration of the relief funds, except under Head IV, for which the 
distribution was personally entrusted to myself. Full details regarding other heads will be given in 
the report of the Local Committee. 

I may, however, note that in this district a considerably larger amount might judiciously have 
been expended on the relief of the middle classes, many of whom were so reduced as to have to 
seek Government relief. The district is, however, very unfavourably circumstanced in the matter of 
gentlemen who have time and leisure for the administration of relief in rural tracts. Nearly all the 
members of the various Committees were either Government servants or professional gentlemen 
whose current duties necessitated their presence at their head-quarters. I also found that taluk 
officers who were members of the various Sub-Committees had frequently large numbers of deserving 
persons on their lists, but were unable to do anything towards their relief for want of sufficient funds. 
The best work in rural tracts was undoubtedly done by the Tekkali Branch of the Chicacole 'Sub- 
Committee, under the Revd. J. C. Archibald and Messrs. Perinbam and Venkateswara Charyulu, 
frorn whom I also received great assistance in the distribution under Head IV. Elsewhere in the 
district, except in large towns and their immediate vicinity, relief was not distributed on the scale on 
which it was really needed. 

A total sum of R43,500 was placed at my disposal under Head IV for seed-grain advances, the 
purchase of ploughing cattle and the relief of the agricultural classes. The original instructions of 
the Central Committee were to limit advances in the case of the Ganjdm district to ryots whose 
annual kist did not exceed R5. This was found to be inconsistable, chiefly because the district is 
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mainly composed of Zemindari lands, in which there are no fixed money rentals, the produce being 
shared between the landlord and the cultivator. There were also many other ryots in Government 
taluks whose kists exceeded R5, but who were in an exceedingly wretched plight, large numbers 
being dependent on Government grain dole for the support of themselves and their families. This 
state of things is largely due to the fact that the lands of this district are mostly rain-fed ,• in conse- 
quence of which the ryots, who would have been able on the same land to obtain a fair dry crop, had, 
owing to their attempt to secure a wet crop, failed to reap any harvest at all. There is also another 
class of petty service inamdars called “Samastanam Paiks” both in the Government taluks of Goom- 
sur and in the Uriya Zemindaris of the district. These persons hold these lands on inam tenure for 
military and other service ; the incomes derivable from these lands are even in ordinary years not 
large, while during the past 3 ear their lands yielded barely any crops at all. These Paiks almost 
invariably cultivate their own lands, and are unable owing to their caste to engage in ordinary manual 
labour on Government relief works. They are in reality agriculturists, but as they hold their lands 
for personal service, are incapable of alienating the same, and in consequence are really in a worse 
position regarding the raising of funds when required than an ordinary Government ryot. I accord- 
ingly dealt with this class in the same way as Government ryots for the purpose of relief under Head 
IV, and the relief so afforded was most highly appreciated by the Paiks who would otherwise have 
been compelled to leave their lands uncultivated for another year. 

A special allotment was also made for the relief of the Savaras of Tekkali and Parlakimcdi 
taluks. 

At the time of distribution I found that the lists of ryots needing relief which had been prepared 
by Revenue Inspectors, Circle Inspectors and others required very careful check. It was not infre- 
quent to find the names of temples put down and the advance applied for in respect of temple lands, 
while in one case a Brahmin assessed to an income-tax of R20 was entered in the list. I am of 
opinion that full and sufficient inquiries were made, and that all undeserving cases were eliminated 
from the lists. In one case I detected a case of personation, in which the sanctioned advance was 
applied for by another person who gave a false name. He was duly prosecuted for attempting to 
cheat by personation, and the example had a wholesome effect. 

The distribution was made almost entirely by Divisional Officers, members of the Local or Sub« 
Committees being invited to attend at the time of distribution. In some cases the distribution was 
made by taluk officers in the presence of Sub-Committee members, while allotments were also made 
by me direct to the local Committees of Berhampur and ParMkimedi. Especially hard work was 
done by Mr. Elphinstone, the Special Principal Assistant Collector at Chatrapur. 

At the commencement of the distribution I found that there was a tendency to give totally inade- 
quate grants: thus in some cases grants of 8 annas or Ri were made. I immediately issued 
orders pointing out that the distribution of petty sums like this could not be expected to improve the 
material condition of the ryot, or to be expended on the object for which it was granted. It was 
pointed out that the advance was intended not only for the bare seed-grain, but for agricultural ex- 
penses and the support of the ryot until he could hope to reap a harvest or obtain an advance on his 
crop. 

Of the distributions made by myself, I found that R3 was about the minimum amount which 
would be capable of producing any real relief, though, as a general rule, no sums less than R5 were 
advanced, while the maximum was fixed at R20. The latter sum was only given in a few cases in 
which the parties had lost their ploughing cattle from disease, or been compelled to sell them owing 
to stress of famine. As cattle on the whole had fair pasture, and were healthy throughout, there was 
very little need for relief in the matter of ploughing cattle. The classes of agriculturists relieved did 
not for the most part possess cattle of their own, and were accustomed to hire the same in each cultiva- 
tion season. Twelve thousand five hundred and sixteen persons were relieved at a total cost of R42,5oo, 
or an average of R3-6-4 per head. Seven persons were given advances for the purchase of cattle. 

A sum- of R750 was advanced by the Madras Committee for the relief of distressed 
artisans. Liberal relief had been given by Government during the famine to the weaving 
classes, so that there was not much need for relief to weavers ; at the same time a large sum 
could have been judiciously expended under this head, only unfortunately the lists were not received 
in sufficiently detailed form from the various officers at the time when estimates had to be sent in. 
The persons to whom relief was granted were strictly selected from those who had been in receipt of 
Government relief, while all weavers who through misappropriation of Government advances had 
shown themselves to be unworthy of consideration were rigidly excluded from the lists. Such 
weavers as were granted relief were given a couple of boxes of twist at cost price from the Govern- 
ment depots, together with a small cash balance to enable them to live until the first batch of cloths 
could be woven and sold. Those weavers or artisans who had mortgaged or sold their looms and 
implements were given a sufficient sum to redeem or purchase the same. 

Vouchers have not as yet been received in full for the total amount of R750, but the recipients of 
relief have been selected and the allotment distributed talukwar. 

The following were the classes of artisans relieved 


Weavers 

Goldsmiths 

Carpenters 

Blacksmiths 

Potters . 

Tinkers 


No. 

Amount. 


# a. 

P> 

46 

465 0 

O 

5 

89 0 

O 

0 

95 0 

O 

3 

63 0 

O 

1 

8 0 

0 

3 

3 ° 0 

0 


64 750 o o 


Total 



Private Charily . — Heavy expenditure was incurred by the Rajah. of Parlrikimedi, who employed 
alb comers oniworks at a fixed wage, irrespective of outturn on his relief works, as many as 10,000 
having been employed at one time. The Zemindar of. Kallikote and Atagada opened a kitchen 
atHaradamoli and executed some petty works throughout his estate. The Proprietrix of Urlam 
opened a. kitchen at Devadi. The Zemindar of Chinnakimedi fed about xoo poor daily in the 
temples and mutts of his estate. Some, gentlemen of Aska subscribed to give a meal daily to about 
30 deserving caste poor, while Messrs. Arta Viswasara and Vinayaka Sautra, of Radhadevipur 
Agraharam, near Pattapuram, fed 100 of the most deserving cases for one month after cessation of 
Government relief. 


APPENDIX No. 8. . 


ganjAm district. , 

The following is the, report of the Ganjdnv District Committee 

• The Ganj dm district, to which this report relates, has a permanent place in the famine -zone. 
Except in the south, i,e., in some portions of the Chicacole laluk — and mow in the tract served by 
the Rushikulya Canal — the district is entirely dependent on rain, timely rain and not more than enough, 
for its crops. Pie nee the failure of the rains in 1896, preceded by a somewhat poor outturn of crops, 
resulted in the severe famine, of which we can now happily speak in the past tense. The chief crop 
is rice, which needs one good rain before sowing and another before transplantation, and a third 
while the ear is forming. Next in importance is ragi, which, though a ‘ dry ’ crop, needs rain all 
the more, because it is grown on high ground. Sugarcane is largely grown in the ; northern half, and 
red gram and horse gram, castor and til are the chief minor crops. The rice crop was a disastrous 
failure, the ragi was blighted, and the minor crops were none of them. good. 

The cold weather of 1896-97 thus opened very dismally. Added to this, the great Pushkaram 
festival at Rajahmundry attracted large numbers from here, who brought back cholera with them of 
' an unusually virulent type. 

The northern half of the district is peopled by Oriyas and the southern by Telugus, roughly 
speaking. Telugu-Komatis and others who have settied in the northern half for two or more genera- 
tions have forgotten their own tongue, and have adopted Oriya customs and even names. Many 
Oriyas settled in the southern half have nearly forgotten their language, and certainly are more at 
home in Telugu. The “ Oriya Villager, ” a recent season report, describes as “ the laziest and most 
helpless creature in existence. " Oriyas are rather more conservative than other sections of the 
people in the Presidency, and Government have recognized them as a backward class. The Telugu 
ryot is more enterprizing ; after sowing his fields he often emigrates to Burroah, returning in two or 
three months with , his purse well filled, in time to cut his own crops. Khonds. and Savaras (hill 
tribes) form the bulk of the emigrants who go to the Assam tea-gardens. 

The average ryot here — as distinct from the tenant farmers and occupancy ryots— is as hope- 
lessly in the toils of the money lender as elsewhere in the country. Suits laid in' the Courts often 
disclose what exorbitant rates of interest are sometimes charged — 24 and 36 per cent, are nowhere 
near the mark. 

The hill men grow coarse paddy by podu cultivation ( himri ) on patches on the hill sides. Even 
those crops failed last year. 

Weavers are a large class, the silk cloths of Berhampur, the cotton cloths of Narasannapet and 
Ampolu, and the muslins of Chicacole having more than a merely local reputation. Workers in brass 
and steel, iron and bell-metal are fairly numerous and skilful. ■ Even the wild Khond makes 'his own . 
steel from the iron ore which is plentiful in his native hills, and the Khond langi or battle axe is generally 
of.finely tempered steel. Bell-metal cups and utensils-arc very largely used and manufactured in 
the district. Other artisans, such as goldsmiths, carpenters, masons, etc., are found, . as usual, in 
every village and town. 

1. The organization of the Local Committees. — In compliance with the requisition made by the 
Madras Executive Committee for the formation of a local Committee and -Sub-Committees in this 
district for raising subscriptions towards and administering the moneys of the Indian Famine Charit- 
able Relief Fund, a public meeting for the above purpose was held under the auspices of Mr. PI. D. 
Taylor, Acting Collector of Ganjdm, on the 6th March 1897 in, the Senior Assistant Collector’s office 
at Berhampur. At the meeting, which was attended by the representative men of the district, it was 
resolved — 

(1) that a local Committee be formed, consisting of sixteen members with power to add to 
their number with a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, and a Secretary and Treasurer '; 

(2) that the Local Committee consist of the nine gentlemen of the district nominated as members 
by the Provincial Committee, the four Secretaries of the Sub-Committees to be formed and three 
other gentlemen elected by the general meeting.; 

(3) that Sub-Committees be formed at Berhampur, Chicacole, Parldkimedi and Goomsur, 
each Sub-Committee consisting of twelve members with Chairman and Secretary and Treasurer ; 

(4) that the local jurisdiction of the Sub-Committees at Berhampur and Goomsur should be 
co-extensive with that of the Berhampur and Goomsur Taluk Boards, respectively. The local 
jurisdiction of the Chicacole Sub-Committee was to be the same as that of the Chicacole Taluk 
Board minus the Parldkimedi estate, which would be the jurisdiction of the Parldkimedi Sub- 

• Committee; 

(5) that the Secretaries and Chairmen of the Sub-Committees be ex-officio members of the 
Local Committee; 
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(*?) that the Divisional .Officers, Berharapur, Chicacole and Russellkonda, and Chairman, Parla- 
Kimedi Municipality, he requested to, convene public meetings for the election of Sub-Committees 
ror their respective divisions. 

2. The first meeting of the Local Committee was held on Tuesday, the i6th March 1897, in the 
Senior Assistant Collector’s Cutcherry, Berhampur, when Mr. H. D. Taylor, Mr. W. L. Venkatara- 
miah and Mr. B. Chatterjea ware elected Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Secretary and Treasurer, 
respectively, of the Committee. Subsequently Mr, H. D. Taylor had to resign the Chairmanship, 
Mr. W. L. Venkataxamiah was elected as Chairman, and Mr. D. V. Ramiah Pantulu as Vice- 
Chairman. 

The Berhampur Sub-Committee was formed with Mr. P. Gopala Rao as Chairman and Mr. M. V. 
Chalapati Rao as Secretary and Treasurer. 

The Chicacole Sub-Committee was formed with Mr. J. G. D. Partridge as Chairman and Mr. S. 
Baupirazu Pantulu Garu as Secretary. 

The Parldkimedi Sub-Committee was formed with Mr. W. V. Gopala Rao as Chairman and 
Mr. S. S. Rajaguru as Secretary and Treasurer. 

The Goomsur Sub-Committee was formed with Mr. B. Narainamoorty Pantulu as Chairman and 
Mr. Upendra Patnaik as Secretary and Treasurer. 

From time to time the District and Sub-Committees have been strengthened by the addition of 
new members. 

3. Each, of the Sub-Committees, except the Parldkimedi Sub-Committee, following closely on 
the lines of the State relief organization, divided the tract of the country assigned to it into so 
many circles, each circle being in charge of certain members who were chosen as being the best 
qualified to ascertain the needs of their particular circle and distribute the relief sanctioned by the 
District Committee. It has invariably been found possible to enlist the hearty co-operation of 
Government officers, and enrol them as members of the Sub-Committees. Thus the double 
advantage has been achieved of securing the services of responsible and capable men accustomed 
to gauge the needs of the people, and whose very presence on the Sub-Committee would neces- 
sarily keep the Fund’s operations in the district in close touch with State relief operations and 
preclude the possibility of valuable funds being wasted by reason of the two agencies overlapping. 
The Committee feel that they ought here to place on record their grateful acknowledgment of 
the unfailng sympathy and cordial assistance received from the Acting Collector, Mr. H, D. 
Taylor, but for whose valuable advice and suggestions on several occasions the Committee would 
have found its labours considerably more arduous and perplexing. 

4. The inodes of relief administered . — The operations of the Fund in this district have been 
directed to all four ‘ objects ’ oiiginally indicated by the Central Committee, as well as to the re-habili- 
tation of artisans whom the receht hard times had reduced to the brink of destitution. Under Head 
I the Committee has supplemented Government relief by supplying clothing to 2,801 persons on 
relief works and kitchens, etc. The cost of this form of relief was Ri, 646-13-11. The stress of 
famine long before it threatened starvation to the working classes showed itself by a greater disregard 
than usual of decency in the matter of clothing, and merely in the interests of decency it was found 
necessary to serve out large quantities of clothing, especially to the women on relief works and 
kitchens and to the aged and infirm. The clothing thus distributed being, of course, purchased from the 
looms in the district, this branch of relief also helped the weavers— a considerable class in our 
district — whose constituents, being mainly such as would easily be crippled by famine, had withheld 
their patronage duting the year. The women of all classes of people in this district, except in the 
lowest of the low among the Telugus, as a rule, drape their persons more completely (even to 
covering their heads in public) than in many other parts of the Presidency. Thus the supply of 
clothing was in response to a distinct demand by the prevailing feeling, as well as in the interests of 
public decency and morality. 

Under this head the “famine babies” were not forgotten. Three dozens of Mellin’sfood were 
distributed amongst the Sub-Committees, with directions that they should be used under the personal 
supervision of the local medical officers for emaGiated “ famine babies " on relief works and in 
kitchens. The Committee has yet received no report as to how this has worked. 

(f) The second ‘ object’, namely, providing for the maintenance of orphans, was never lost sight 
of by the Committee, as it was apprehended that the combined effects of the recent famine 
and the unusually high mortality by cholera and small-pox and fevers would leave a large number 
of destitute orphans. Happily, the apprehensions of the Committee have been found thus far to be 
groundless, the solitary case, which has not as yet come to the notice of the Committee, being that of 
two orphans in Goomsur, for whom the General Deputy Collector of that taluk made application to 
the Collector, who forwarded the papers to the Committee. Rupees ten was sanctioned as a consolidated 
payment to a Haddi man who, for that consideration, agreed to adopt the two children, the Deputy 
Collector undertaking to see by personal inspection that they are well cared for. The administra- 
tion of relief under this head is beset with serious practical difficulties. When the matter once came 
up for discussion in a general way, the sense of the Committee waS entirely against the policy pursued 
elsewhere of handing over orphans to Missionary Societies and thus indirectly proselytizing them. 
There is no undenominational organization, in these parts at least, where orphans could be sent to be 
reared and educated. No private individuals will, as a rule, undertake the care and bringing up of 
destitute orphans, unless there is some guarantee of payments therefor being continued for a reason- 
ably long period ; and .this of course the Committee cannot promise. To make one substantial 
consolidated payment for each orphan would be not only utterly beyond the means at our disposal, 
but would be leaving the orphans completely at the mercy of the guardians, without any supervision, 
since the Committee will soon cease to exist. But happily there has been no occasion for the 
Committee to face these perils and perplexities. 

(r) Object III has been the most important branch of relief with which the Committee has 
directly had to deal. In the Ganjam district there is scarcely any respectable class or sect, but affects 
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the par da nashin system for its women. The Oriyas, of course, are Gosha, excepting the lowest. So 
are the Muhammadans, of whom we have a fair sprinkling— a despised and impoverished remnant of 
the former ruler of the land. Even the Telugu-speaking Sudras of the better classes are Gosha 
observers. Thus the conditions of this district are more like those prevailing in. the north of India 
than other parts of the Presidency, and this fact will explain the large outlay under this head of 
R 14,833-13-8 to 32,449 persons. It seems to the Committee that so strong is the sentiment amongst 
all classes in India, except the lowest, that women should not show themselves in public, and so strong 
is the aversion to herding with the cooly classes that Government relief as at present conducted by 
means of kitchens and relief works will never touch the middle classes. Thus it is the middle classes 
that will suffer most in times of .scarcity, and it is especially the women of indigent middle class families 
that need help, such as the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund has addressed itself to supplying 
under Head III. The Committee feels assured that, as a rule, the doles under this head have been 
made with discrimination to deserving persons only, and that no deserving person has been, wilfully 
passed over. The distributing members of the Sub-Committees seem to have realised the pressing 
need for this form of relief, and many of them have displayed a laudable energy and resourcefulness 
in looking for deserving persons who should be helped, and overcoming prejudices against' the 
acceptance of help of this kind. 

( d ) The relief under Head IV has been directed to helping to set the ryots on their legs again 
by grants towards seed-grain, and to setting up artisans on whom the famine had told too heavily. 
That these forms of relief were imperatively demanded goes without saying,' and the Committee feels 
sure that what the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund has been able to do in this direction will 
contribute materially towards restoring many an unfortunate ryot or artisan to something like what 
he was before one year of scarcity and another of famine had reduced him to the verge of ruin. 
The details of the actual distribudon of relief amounting to R43,25o under this head, the Com- 
mittee cannot give, as the allotments were made direct to the Collector and distributed by him either 
personally, or by his subordinate officers, or through the Sub-Committees, to whom he, from time 
to time, directly remitted funds. In fa'ct, properly speaking, the Committee cannotbe held responsible 
for moneys spent under this head, since it neither received the moneys nor sanctioned any distribu- 
tions. The vouchers, however, having been submitted to the Committee, the figures thereof are incor- 
porated in the forms already forwarded, and mere mention is made of the relief under this head and 
its suitability to the needs of the district, 

5. The Committee would here place on record their sense of thankfulness for the abundant 
harvest of this year which will make men forget the rigors of the recent famine ; and would also 
assure all the subscribers to the Fund in India and abroad that every pain has been taken to guard 
against waste and malversation of any kind. The Sub-Committees have worked hard, sparing no 
pains to find out and relieve want. The labours of the Committee, as a merely deliberative body, 
have, of course, been lighter, though the responsibility has been heavier. But the members of the 
Committee feel they have done their bare duty to the suffering poor around them by undertaking 
the administration of the Fund in the district, and neither expect nor deserve any commendation 
therefor. 

In conclusion the Committee feel that they ought also to place on record the sense of the deep 
debt of gratitude the people of this land have been laid under to the benevolent subscribers to the 
Fund in India and chiefly abroad — whose liberality and forethought have made it possible for thousands 
of sufferers in the famine districts to escape starvation and want. 

We feel assured that the people of the land will not easily forget the spirit and manner in which 
kind hearts in England and America responded to the call for help, and we feel also that the large- 
hearted benevolence displayed towards the poor famine-stricken people of India cannot fail to draw 
closer in bonds of fellowship the East and West. 


APPENDIX No. 9. 


VIZAGAPATAM. DISTRICT. 

The following report has been received from Mr. E. B. Ehvin, Principal Assistant 
Collector of Vizagapatam, on the relief in Palkonda Agency 

Palkonda Agency extends along the north of Palkonda taluk on the border between Vizagapatam 
and Ganjdm districts. Its area is about 40 square miles, and consists of hills covered with jungle 
intersected by narrow valleys. Paddy is grown in these villages where any level ground is found, and 
is watered by petty hill streams, which dry up very soon after the rains are over. On the slopes of the 
hills are grown ragi, cumbu, cholum, tsamai, vuda, korra and grams. The dry crop grains are eaten 
by the people, but the paddy is all given over to Sowcars for export, the Sowcars advancing loans on 
the crop. In addition to these crops, there is the natural forest produce, especially mangoes and' 
tamarinds, which form the chief food of the people in their season, and which they also take to 
Palkonda and other markets for sale. It may be said that the people live on their dry crops and 
forest produce, while they sell their paddy and surplus forest produce to obtain loans and luxuries. 

The population of these hills was 23,648 in 1891. It consists chiefly of Jats, Savaras, Paidis 
and Sondis, the major portion being Jats. The Jats cultivate the valleys and slopes, while Savaras 
prefer the hills and practise podu cultivation. Most of the hills have been much damaged by this 
wasteful practice, and forest reserves have lately been formed to preserve the remaining forest from 
destruction. The Paidis are a low caste, and weave coarse cloths amongst other occupations. The 
Sondis chiefly distil and sell arrack, which is very extensively drunk on all special occasions, such as 
births, marriages, deaths and religious festivals. The general population is very poor, their . poverty 
being chiefly caused by disproportionate expenditure on marriages and similar occasions, for which 
they obtain large loans from Sowcars. The Savaras are addicted to emigration in case of bad seasons 
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or epidemics of cholera and small-pox, but they usually return as soon as the danger has gone. 
Apart from this habit, there is no custom of emigration among the hill people. 

During the two or three years preceding 1896-97 the usual crops yielded well, but in 1895-96 
mangoes and tamarinds failed to a large extent. In 1896-97 all crops failed entirely, and mangoes 
and tamarinds again failed entirely owing to a very poor south-west monsoon and the utter failure of 
the north-east. . The people very soon used up their grain and consumed their seed-grain which they 
had been keeping for the next crop. The usual hill produce having also failed for two successive 
years, the people were reduced to living on leaves and roots. 

It was at this stage, when people were living on leaves and roots and the pith of sago palms 
and had consumed their seed-grain, that the Charitable Relief Fund stepped in and placed 
R 10,000 at the 'Collector's disposal for distribution to the hill people, in order that they might 
buy seed-grain and sow their crops this year. The people were in utter despair last June, as their 
Sowcars refused further loans, and they knew not where to turn. The rains began early in these 
hills, but were of little use in the absence of seed. The distribution of the relief granted in June 
and July entirely changed the aspect of affairs, and, together with the relief given by Government, 
instilled fresh hope in the minds of all. I distributed most of the money on the 27th June at 
Sitampeta, the most central place in the hills, and the Tahsildar distributed the remaining small 
amount to those who had not come when I was present. At my request the Collector allowed me to 
spend R300 on cloths, which were distributed chiefly to those in receipt of Government relief at the 
kitchen and in their own villages. I found R9, 375-14-0 sufficient to meet all needs for seed-grain. 
Adding the R300 for cloths, there was a total expenditure of R9, 675-14-0. The rest, R324-2-0, was 
remitted into the treasury to the credit of the District Committee of the Charitable Relief Fund under 
the Collector’s instructions. 

The relief given by Government consisted of a kitchen at Sitampeta and of village relief 
distributed at two centres, viz., Donuvayi and Kadagandi. The average number relieved daily at 
Sitampeta was 77, and the kitchen was open for one month and twenty-eight days. Circle relief was 
distributed for one month and ten days to 106 and 84 persons, respectively, at Donuvayi and 
Kadagandi: In addition to this famine relief, ordinary work was carried out by a special grant of 
R 1,000 on the Sitampeta-Gumada road for two-and-a-half months. The relief given by the Charitable 
Fund fitted in with and supplemented that given by Government, and between the two all cases of 
distress were met. This was made all the easier by the fact that all forms of relief were adminis- 
tered and supervised by the same Agency officers, vis,, the Tahsildar and myself. The Tahsildar, 
M. R. Ry. B. V. Ramanarsu Pantulu Garu, is accustomed to the hills and has a wide experience of 
them. Hence he was of great use to me in distributing relief. 

It is reported that the different measures of relief have been highly successful. The Tahsildar’s 
inquiries show that “ the money distributed for buying seed-grain has not been misused, but spent 
for the legitimate purpose in most cases.” The crops are now in excellent condition, and prospects 
as bright as they can be. There is no doubt that the distribution of money for the purchase of seed- 
grain from the Charitable Relief Fund’s grant was the most successful and suitable form of relief 
possible in these hills. The absence of roads, inaccessibility of the country and ignorance of the 
people made it impossible for ordinary forms of Government relief to reach more than a very small 
part of the population, but all alike were willing to come from the remotest villages to obtain means 
for replenishing their stock of seed-grain. 


APPENDIX No, 10. 


VIZAGAPATAM DISTRICT. 

The following is from the report of the Vizagapatam District Committee : — 

Vizagapatam district consists of 9 towns and 2,659 villages, covering an area of 4,619 square 
miles, excluding the Agency. A chain of the Eastern Ghats runs through the district from north-east 
to south-west, dividing it into two unequal portions. This range foims the chief watershed of the 
country. Numerous streams flow from the range, some towards the east direct to the sea, and 
others towards the west into the river Gdddvari. Almost all of them dry up soon after the rains are 
over: The plains of the district watered by these streams yield sucii wet crops as rice and sugarcane, 
and dry crops as indigo, cotton, ragi, cumbu, korra and gingelly. _ Almost all the wet and dry pro- 
.duce is consumed by the people of the district, with the exception of cotton, indigo, sugarcane and 
gingelly, which are mostly exported. The population of the district, excluding that of the Agency, was 
1,943,211 according to the census taken in 1891. Ninety-seven per cent, of the total population belong 
to the cultivating classes, such as Kapils, shepherds, A'yyarakas, Velamas, Gavaras, Reddis, etc. The 
lower classes, which consist of Yatas, Dasaries, Malas, Madigas, Paidis and Rellies, live by daily labour. 
The sowcars who advance loans on the crops to the cultivators take most of the produce, leaving a 
portion just sufficient for the cultivators' maintenance. Many of the cultivators of this district are 
involved in debt on account of occasional failure of crops. _ During the years preceding 1896-97 a 
considerable portion of the produce of the ryot thus passed into the sowcars’ possession. Thus, when 
the famine came, there was a large accumulation of produce in the sowcars’ warehouses on the one 
hand, and considerable deprivation of the resources of the ryot on the other. During the two years 
preceding 1896-97 almost all the crops yielded well, but in 1895-96 the principal crop, namely, 
paddy, which is used by almost all the people in the district, was only fairly s itbfactory. In 1896.97 
all crops failed entirely for want of rains. The people, very soon consumed their little stock of grain 
and even the seed-grain which they had intended for the next crop. The failure of crops in many 
districts, as well as in the Agency of the district, caused a considerable falling off in commerce. 
There was thus plenty of room for the operation of the Charifable Relief Fund in this district, and 
on receipt of the printed circular letter dated the 13th February last, from the Executive Committee 
of the Fund at Madras, Mr. \V. O. Horne, the Collector of the district, issued notices to all officials 
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and the wealthy public with a request to attend a meeting on 9th March i: i 897. ‘ A 1 public' meeting ; 
was held on that date, and the object of the meeting- was' fully explained by ‘the 'Collector to the 
public, A subscription list was opened and circulated among the members that were' present! then, 
and a sum of R2, 390 was subscribed on the spot, This list was headed with a liberal subscription 
of Rr.ooo by M. R. Ry. Perla Narayana Chetti Garu of Vizianagram. On the whole a sum of R8,686 ' 
(up to 30th November 1897) was collected in this district under subscriptions. The collections,, on 
the whole, have been very fair. Of the persons that were present at the meeting, a District Executive 
Committee was formed with Mr. E. C, Rawson, the District Judge, as Chairman, to transact the 
business connected with the administration of the Fund. At a meeting held on 17th March, 1897, 
M. R. Ry. B. V. Jogayye Naidu Garu, Sheristadar of the district, was elected Honorary Secretary, and 
M. R. Ry. Rao Bahadur R. Suriarow Naidu Garu, Huzrir Treasury Deputy Collector, Honorary 
Treasurer. It was resolved at the meeting to request the four Divisional Officers of the district to 
co-operate with the District Committee, and to send a printed circular letter in Telugu and English to 
all well-to-do people in the district appealing for aid for their suffering fellow-countrymen. The 
District Committee undertook the task of addressing letters to the charitable public, forming Sub- 
Committees, obtaining funds from Madras, furnishing the Sub-Committees with the funds required, 
and issuing the necessary instructions, from time to time, for the prompt distribution of the funds. 
Twelve Sub-Committees were started. The table annexed hereunder shows the different centres ,of 
the Sub-Committees, the dates on which they were started, the number of circles, into which each 
centre was divided, and the number of members in charge of different circles : — 


No. 

Name of Subcommittee. 

Date of 
formation 
of the Sub- 
committee* • 

Number of 
Circles under 
each Sub- 
Committee. • 

Number of- 
members in 
charge of 
Circles. 

Remarks. 

' 

I 

Saluru ...... 

27th Mar. 1897 

6 ' 

9 , 


2 

Anakapalli ..... 

31st Mar. 1897 

Io 

27 


3 

Bobbili ...... 

Do. 

12 

2 


4 

Yellamanchilli 

1st Apl. 1897 

5 

io 


s 

Parvatipuram 

Do. 

' 5 

10 


6 

Narasipatam ..... 

4th Apl. 1897 

4 

10 


7 

Vizagapatam town .... 

3th Apl. i 8 q 7 

8 wards. 

12 


8 

Chodavaram ..... 

Do. 

23 circles. 

23 

' 

9 

Vizianagram ..... 

7th Apl. 1897 

6 wards. 

12 


IO 

Bimlipatam . . . . 

lath Apl. 1807 

5 circles. 

5 

' ■' 

11 

Huziir Deputy Collector's Division . 

14th Apl. 1897 

8 

20 


12 

Razam 

16th July 1897 

8 

8' 



As proposed by the Collector, Mr. E. B. Elwin, the Principal Assistant Collector, was asked to 
undertake the work of distribution at Cheepurupalli and Gajapatinagram, and Mr.-J. H. Tomlinson, 
Agent to Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co., to do the same at Palkonda, as it was not found practicable to 
establish Sub-Committees in these places. They kindly undertook the work on 23rd July i 8 g 7 and'on 
27th July 1897, respectively. Thus the district was divided into 14 charges, of which 12, as noted in 
the tabular statement, were under Sub-Committees, and the rest under the personal supervision of the 
two gentlemen named above. By means of relief works arid kitchens started by Government in the 
district, the cooly class of persons such as Kapus, shepherds and Koppala Velamas, who are accus- 
tomed to outdoor work, and who have no great scruples of caste, were maintained. The other classes 
of persons who were not willing to go to relief works and kitchens, and who were not accustomed" to 
outdoor work, have been chiefly aided by the Charitable Fund. The aid given by Government to 
cultivators by means of relief works was supplemented by payments from the Charitable Fund under 
head IV. The reiiet given by Government has fitted in well with that given by the Fund, and they were 
not allowed to overlap each other. An amount of R531 was expended under head I for the purchase 
of cloths given to the persons at the Government kitchen who were in need. of them. The distribu- 
tion of cloths was made after careful enquiries by the officers in charge of the kitchens. The 
distribution was in many cases conducted by the Huzur Deputy Collector, by the Tahsildars and by 
the Deputy Tahsildars. A small sum of R 54-7-7 was spent at the beginning under -head II by the 
Sub-Committees at Chodavaram and Parvatipuram in giving money and- cloths. Subsequent to the 
despatch of the October accounts, a sum of R2 56-1 2-4 was reported to have been spent by the 
Parvatipuram Sub- Committee among 593 orphans, A large portion of the funds allotted to this 
district was spent under head III in the distribution of money doles for-food and clothing by almost 
all the Sub-Committees. The Sub-Committees at Vizianagram, Salur and Narsipatam distributed rice 
doles and cooked-food doles among the deserving poor who were not willing to go to Government 
kitchens. The distribution was made by the members in charge of each circle after careful enquiry. 
Money doles were distributed by the members in charge of each circle once a fortnight in some places 
and once a week in other places. Cooked-food doles were given only by the Sub-Committee ; at 
Narsipatam.. The cloths were distributed by the Sub-Committees after making careful enquiries as 
to their wants, and money too was given to some who were in need of cloths. The expendture 
under this head helped a great deal those who did not resort to Government relief. The Sub-Com- 
mittees at Salur, Bobbili, Palkonda and Parvatipuram found the amount allotted under this head 
insufficient, and accordingly utilized a surplus under head IV for that purpose. The total amount 
spent on clothing under heads I and III out of the allotment of R30,ooo was- Ri, 586, which 
relieved 2,298 persons, who were in bad need of raiment. The amount spent under money 
doles, etc., under head III was R26.033 devoted to relieving 74,684 persons from starvation The 
amount of Ri, 03,000 allotted under head IV was utilized in affording cultivators pecuniary aid 
m the purchase of cattle and seed-grain, for wages. to labourers, and for the maintenance of the 
cultivators and their families. R71S-6-0 under this, head were also spent in providing habitations 
to 358 families, whose houses had been burnt down and who were too poor to rebuild them. 
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A small sum of Ri42-i2-c was.distributed by the Chairman of the Sub-Committee at Razam among 
7x weavers of that place to enable them to start in life afresh. These weavers were reported 
to have been in such distress as to have been driven to the last resource of selling even the 
implements of their trade. On the whole, the aid given to the cultivating classes from the Charitable 
Relief Fund met with most success. The amount of 1x95,334 spent Under this head, helped 49,473 
cultivators in starting and continuing agricultural operations which would have been entirely given up 
but for the timely assistance afforded. Every possible effort was made to extend relief to the remotest 
corners of the district, so that no distressed ryots should be lost sight of. The special services of the 
undermentioned gentlemen are worthy of mention : — 

(r) M.R.Ry, Dewan Bahadur R, Dharmarow Naidu Garu, who undertook the work of supervising 
the various Sub-Committees and of giving instructions for the proper Utilization and distribution of 
the Charitable Fund. 

(2) M.R.Ry, Rao Bahadur R. Suriarow Naidu Garu, Treasury Deputy Collector, who spared no 
pains in rendering valuable service as Honorary Treasurer of the District Committee. 

(3) M.R.Ry. P. Audinarayaniah Garu, District Munsif of Parvatipuram, and the President of the 
Local Sub-Committee, and M.R.Ry. B. Suryanarayana Sastri Garu, High Court Vakil and Chairman 
of the Vizagapatam Town Sub-Committee, who spent nothing on contingencies out of the amount 
placed at their disposal, but have borne the same out of their own pockets, so that the whole allot- 
ment should reach the poor direct. 

(4) Thanks are due to all the members of the District and Sub-Committees for the gratuitous 
services rendered by them to the Famine Charitable Relief Fund Committee. 

It is gratifying to note that there was only one instance in which any malversation on the part of 
persons engaged in distributing relief came to notice. The District Committee has not received a 
single complaint of any unfairness in the way in which the money has been distributed, or, except in 
the solitary instance just referred to, of peculation. Every one connected with the Fund has given 
his services gratuitously, and the only portion of the allotment that has not been spent directly in 
relieving distress has been a sum of R97-0-7 spent in absolutely necessary contingencies, such as 
postage, printing, telegrams, etc. Acknowledgment has to be made of the great assistance the Com- 
mittee has received from all the Revenue officials, from the Collector downwards. They have spared 
no pains to assist the Committee in every possible way, and there has been an entire absence of any 
friction. The special thanks of the Committee are due to Mr. B. V. Jogayya Naidu, Sheristadar of the 
District Court, the Honorary Secretary, on whose shoulders the greater part of the administration of 
the Fund has been thrown, and to whom it is principally due that the work of charitable relief in this 
district has been so successful. 


APPENDIX No. ir. 


G<5dAvari district. 

The following interesting extracts are taken from the report of Mr. V. A. Brodie, 
Collector of Gdddvari, on the relief of the Koyas, or Hillmen of the Agency tracts : — 

*#**•*• * * 

The first taluk that showed signs of distress was Bhadrachalam, As already stated, the konda- 
jonna crop, the principal crop of the Koya, almost totally failed In the riverside villages, in many of 
which there was a very good crop of manchijonna, the ryots did not open their cholam pits, partly in 
expectation of a rise in prices, and partly from a feeling of panic that we were only at the beginning of a 
cycle of bad years. The price of cholam in the Bhadrachalam taluk in the months of December and 
January was 12 and 13 seers, respectively, per rupee, and as the Koya generally has no propert) beyond 
his podu and is a thriftless being who ever lives on credit when available, when his podu fails and 
prices rise high, he js bound to suffer ; for, at such times, in place of further advances, his usual 
bankers demand repayment of their previous loans. In ordinary seasons he is, however, little de- 
pressed by these difficulties, as he can fall back on the forest produce to which he is accustomed. H 
finds an agreeable food in the ippa flower, the tuntki fruit and the kernels of the tamarind nut and the 
mango stone, a wholesome vegetable in the leaves of the boddikura and other plants, and an especi- 
ally nutritious and favourite diet in the pith of the jilugu palm (bastard sago) and the flowers of the 
bamboo. The jilugu and the palmyra palms supply him with meat and drink in the shape of toddy, 
and from the ippa flower he distils a potent spirit. Food also is obtainable from certain roots. Owing 
to his special ill-luck in the current year, however, these resources proved much more scanty than 
usual and, of course, he had no store remaining from the previous year which had been one of 
exceptional abundance, as he takes no thought for the morrow and limits his efforts to procuring 
sufficient for his immediate needs. Of all the above, the tuniki fruit alone was an abundant crop, but 
although it can be dried, it will not in this shape keep long. Still from January to May, it was of 
invaluable assistance to him. The tamarind crop was a poor one, varying from 4 annas to 8 annas, 
and the ippa crop was worse. A mango was hardly to be found. In the whole of the Bhadrachalam 
taluk, the Forest Sub-divisional officer only saw one with fruit on it and could hear only of one other. 
On no mango tree in the Agency did I see a vestige of fruit, and not one was brought to the markets 
at Chodavaram, Devipatnam and Rekapalli on the days I visited them in April. The bamboos in 
great part of the Agency had flowered and died the year before, and none flowered anywhere In 1897. 
The jack is not a common tree, but its crop, too, was of the scantiest ; whilst the ground was so 
hard and parched that it was not possible to dig up roots when found ; but until the rains set in, it 
was hopeless almost to look for them as the leaves springing from them were dead themselves and 
the ground covered with dead leaves fallen from the trees. The jilugu remained, but it occurs only in 
favoured localities out of Rampa, and to destroy it for its sago means its loss as a toddy-producer, so 
that it is cut only as a last resource. Even the palmyra yielded less toddy than usual and ceased to 
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yield sooner than usual. It is also a rare tree in Bhadrachalam, except in the Seban valley and the 
Godavari valley east of Bhadrachalam. 

To work of any kind that he is not used to, the Koya is averse, and beyond his podu cultivation 
and scanty rice cultivation, the only work he is accustomed to is timber-cutting. At this he is a deft 
hand and many found employment in cutting and carting timber for merchants in Bastar and the 
neighbourhood of the Godavari and Sebari rivers from the month of November onwards ; but this 
trade was so overdone that the prices of bamboos and timber fell very heavily at Rajahmundry— the 
trreat emporium of the timber trade of the district— so that towards the end of the season most 
merchants having lost money were chary of making advances for this purpose. 

Sales of a rain at reduced, prices — The Indian Famine Charitable Relief Committee having 
placed R2,ooo < at my disposal for the relief of the Koyas of Bhadrachalam, I considered the best 
means of relief would be to sell staple food-grains at normal prices, as that would tend to keep down 
prices in the market and at the same time enable the Koya to pull on with what little money he had 
as long as possible without being a burden to the State. Such a measure was especially necessary in 
a tract like Bhadrachalam, where trade competition is nil and importation of grain other than rice 
from Raiahmundry unknown. I therefore ordered the opening of cheap grain shops at convenient 
centres in the Bhadrachalam taluk, and, as the sum of 82,000 would go a very little way in getting 
the requisite supplies, made Government financier, advancing the necessary funds for the outlay from 
the allotment of R 10,000 placed at my disposal in the beginning. The sale proceeds went to Govern- 
ment and the loss was debited to the allotment of the Charitable Relief Fund. In the months of July 
and August there was a great run on these grain depdts, and the loss sustained, together with the con- 
veyance charges, not only exhausted the allotment of R 2,006; but also a further allotment of R3,doo, 
which the Committee ultimately allowed me on my representation. I knew that the closure of these grain 
depfits would mean serious hardship and extra cost to Government, for there was almost no grain for 
sale elsewhere in the taluk, and in the flood season to 'leave the supply to depend on imports by 
private individuals was practically to leave the taluk without grain at all. Only two courses were open ; 
either to import grain and in place of selling it, utilize it for the distiibution of grain doles in place 
of money doles, or to continue the dep6t system, which differed little directly from the other, as nine- 
tenths of the grain at least was purchased by the recipients of gratuitous relief in the shape of money 
doles, and had the indirect advantages of exercising a salutary influence on prices in the open market, 
and of enabling Koyas and others to get advances in money that kept them off the gratuitous relief 
list, when those merchants, who made them, neither would nor could advance grain. Had I stopped 
importing grain altogether, and continued money doles, the price of cholam in Bhadrachalam would 
have risen at once to 6 or 7 seers per rupee, and twice as much and more would have had to be paid 
away in doles to existing recipients of relief, whilst many more would have had to be taken on to the 
list in consequence of the rise in prices. Had I imported grain and stopped money doles, much 
inconvenience would have been caused to every one, and probably more would have had to be 
taken on to the relief list, for prices in the open grain market, such as it was, would certainly 
have risen. In these circumstances on 5th August 1897, I asked Government to allow me to 
carry on the depfits at its expense in the event of the Charitable Fund Committee refusing my 
application for a further advance of Rs,ooo, as it seemed very likely it would and, pending 
a reply, continued them. The Government order rejecting my proposal as being opposed to the 
provisions of the Famine Code, reached me only on 3rd October 1897, and meanwhile the sales had 
been proceeded with at 'Government expense, and were finally stopped on 10th October 1897. 
On a further report of the circumstances, Government was pleased to approve of my action in con- 
tinuing the sales at the depflts at Government expense. On a final audit of’ the accounts of 
Government and the Charitable Relief Fund by the Special Deputy Tahsildar, M. R, Ry. A. Appa 
Rao Pantulu, a sum of R2, 846-4-11 has been found to have been spent im connection with the 
grain depots of the Bhadrachalam taluk in excess of the allotment sanctioned by the Charitable 
Relief Fund. 

Again, grain was sold at reduced rates in the Chodavaram rirarket during the month of August 
and the loss sustained by the sales is R8 1-8-6. 

The cost to Governmemt on account of the sales at reduced prices is, therefore, 82,846-4-11 
plus R81-8-6, which comes to 82,927-13-5 in all. 

* m * * # 

Loans , — The Special Assistant Agent having reported that loans under the Agriculturists’ Loans 
Act XII of 1884 for the purchase of seed-grain and for subsistence were urgently required to be 
given to save Koya cultivators in the Polavaram division, I permitted him to accept the applications 
and grant loans wherever necessary in anticipation of sanction, and applied to the Board for the 
necessary sanction; but before receipt of the Board’s orders, a sum of Rio, 000 having been placed 
at my disposal by the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Committee for advances to needy Koya 
cultivators to carry them on till the next harvest, which were not, however, recoverable, I directed 
that the amounts already disbursed, amounting to 81,074-15-9, which were advanced in grain, 
should be considered free gifts of the Indian Charitable Fund and that the same should be met from 
the above allotment of Rio, 000. No loans have, therefore, been disbursed in this district for 
purposes connected with the relief of distress, and I am glad to be rid of . the unpleasant duty of 
recovering loans from Koyas. Loans to them mean practically free gifts, 'as to find them with the 
means of repaying in their hands would not be easy, and. it would be hopeless to expect them to 
save in order to repay; for the burden of an unpaid debt sits lightly on their consciences. 

The Charitable Relief Fund has allotted in all R 18,000 for relief in the Bhadrachalam taluk of 
this district, and the contributions to the Fund from this district amounted to nearly R 17,000. It 
was utilized for the following measures of relief : — 

1. Sales of grain at reduced prices. 

2. Distribution of cloths. 

3. Relief to Koya cultivators for the purchase of seed-grain and cattle. 

4. Advances (not recoverable) of grain to needy Koya cultivators to carry them on till 

harvest. 



Sales of grain at reduced prices.— The sales of grain at reduced prices were made at eight 
centres, viz . : — 

(1) Dummagudem, . (4) Kachavaram, (7) Jeediguppa, 

(2) Bhadrachalam, (5) Pedamattapalli, (8) Chintur, 

(3) Kunavaram, (6) Gollagudera, 

which commanded in all 236 villages with a population of 23,861. The Pedamattapalli and Kuna- 

varam dep&ts were started on the 28th April, while the others were started in the first week of May. 
By far the heaviest sales took place at Dummagudem and Kunavaram depots. The classes of people 
to whom the relief was extended were (1) Koyas, (2) Reddis, (3) Malas, (4) Madigas and (5) 
Christians. On one occasion when the supply of grain with the local petty merchants at Bhadra- 
chalam ran out and prices went up to 8 seers of cholam per rupee, there was a clamour from all 
classes of people for admission to this relief, and accordingly, till a new supply arrived, all classes 
were permitted to buy without restriction. The depfit sales at Dammagudem were conducted in the 
beginning by the Rev. John Cain of the Church Mission and latterly by the Revenue Inspector from 
the Yernaguden taluk, Ch. V. Subrahmanyam, in addition to his other duties of inspecting villages 
and assisting the Probationary Deputy Collector in the distribution of grain and money doles. His 
services are highly spoken of by the Probationary Deputy Collector, the Tahsildar and the Special 
Assistant Agent. At Bhadrachalam, the depdt sales were conducted under the supervision of one 
Mr. Ramaswami Naidu, a wealthy proprietor of the place. At Kunavaram the office establishment 
-of Mr, Ward conducted the depot transactions, and in other places the vi.lage officers were made 
to look after this -work. A special remuneration of R 2 to 4 was granted to the village officers so 
employed for their services in connection with the depots, and no doubt they richly deserved it, as 
the work done was considerable and well done. These depdts are admitted by all to have proved a 
great boon at a time when prices were rising very high, and it is geneially thought prices would 
have risen higher still than they did but for their being started. The depfits have benefited not 
only the people but also Government as it was a gainer by their existence in that the wages and 
money doles of relief-workers and recipients of gratuitous relief were calculated on a market price 
of 16 seers per rupee (depot price), as against an open market price of sometimes 8 to 10 seers 
per rupee, such persons being freely permitted to buy at the depfits. The whole of the allotment 
of Rj.coo, sanctioned by the Charitable Fund for the purpose, was spent in the shape of loss 
sustained at the depfits, and Government charged itself with the excess loss and the contingent 
expenditure to the extent of R2,927-i3-5- 

Distribution of Cloths. — A sum of R233-4-6 has been spent by the Charitable Fund for the 
purpose, but it was not in my opinion a success, as funds were very' insufficient and all the needy 
could not be relieved. There is no certainty, too, that those who received cloths were those most 
in need of them, for the Koya is ceasing to be the simple unsophisticated individual every one takes 
him for, and can play a trick or two though often clumsily, and the women especially did not 
hesitate to appear almost naked in order to excite pity, and some received cloths more than once. 
The Panchamas arc even more shameless deceivers in this respect. The cloths were distributed by 
Messrs. Cain and Woodhouse at Dummagudem and by Messrs. Coleridge and Ward at Kunavaram. 

Relief for the purchase of seed-grain and cattle. 

A sum of Rz, 769-12-0 was disbursed in all to 1,352 Koya cultivators and R12 to one individual 
for the purchase of cattle. 

Advances to needy Koya cultivators to carry them on till harvest. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Crole who visited Bhadrachalam as President of the Madras Branch of the 
Charitable Relief Fund on the 25th August was greatly struck with the poor and depressed condition 
of the Koyas and immediately obtained an allotment of Rio, 000 for petty grain advances to those 
of them who were cultivators. The expenditure up to the end of October was R5, 839-10-9 in 
Bhadrachalam taluk and Ri, 074-1 5-9 in Polavaram division. A second consignment of grain 
which was sent up by the 20th of October has also reached Kunavaram and Bhadrachalam and been 
disbursed. The cost of the second consignment was R 1,925-5-10. A third and last consignment 
of grain, costing R700, was sent up on the 20th ultimo, and has now reached its destination. All 
has. been disbursed at Woddigudem and Kunavaram by Mr. Ward — though not all removed — except 
a few bags which are over and above his requirements. I have instructed him to distribute the 
contents of these amongst the most needy generally and trust the Committee wiil approve this 
course. -The Tahsildar has been instructed to follow the same course with the small balance 
1 understand he has left over. The total expenditure under this head has, therefore, been R9, 540- 0-4 
to date. These advances reduced the Government famine expenditure by reducing the numbers 
on the gratuitous relief list on a considerable scale. At the same time it was somewhat 'anomalous 
for Government to be giving gratuitous relief to men with considerable areas under what promise 
to be excellent crops, which is what it was doing in the case of many Koyas, 

Private Charity. 

A sum of R162 was subscribed at Dummagudem for relief locally and I at first utilized the 
same for the test relief works, but subsequently on receipt of the allotment of R 10,000, I ordered the 
amount to be spent for the maintenance of the grain depfits in addition to the allotment of Rs,ooc 
sanctioned by the Charitable Fund for the purpose. The Rev. John Cain, Miss Cain and the other 
ladles of the Dummagudem C. M. S. Mission have worked indefatigably in dispensing charity and- 
deserve public recognition of their labours. The actual figures, of their expenditure are unfortunately 
not to hand, but not less than R to, 000 have been so spent for different charitable purposes — a large 
portion of the amount having been spent before Government and the Charitable Fund intervened, 
Their benevolence, it is reported, comprised the following objects of relief : — ■ 

(a) Medical aid. . - - 

{b) Gifts of cloths. , 



4 ° 2 . . ■ 

( c ) Gifts of food-grain. 

Of) Gifts of seed -grain. 

(e) Construction of petty works and repairs such as digging wells, repairing tank bunds, 
etc. '■ '• 

(/) Purchases of cloths from weavers and supply of yarn to others. 

(l?) “ Famine schools ” where “ ambali " was given to the children for drink. 

(/;) Distribution of “ ambali” to relief-workers at midday. 

(0 Aid to hire bullocks. 

(j) Money aid. 

The assistance and advice given by Rev. Mr. Cain in the conduct of Government and charitable 
relief operations were also invaluable, and the thanks of Government are due to him and the ladies 
of the Mission for their indefatigable endeavours to assist the poor. In matters of policy and as 
to what measures were necessary, Mr. Cain and myself have by no means always agreed, but 
I readily admit his sincerity in advocating more liberal expenditure than I thought or was advised 
by others to be necessary, and my own obligations to him for the assistance he was always ready 
to render to myself and the Probationary Deputy Collector, frequently, I fear, at much personal 
inconvenience. ' * 

In Cocanada town some leading gentlemen even so early as September 1896 raised a fund of 
R2, 000, and laid in a stock of rice for sale to the poor at cheap rates. The relief was premature, 
and the money did not last long, but the charity was laudable all the same. In May, June and July 
there was considerable relief given by the charitable merchants of the place to the Vizagapatam 
paupers, who gathered in the streets to a number of about 2,000 at one time. Systematic and 
punctual meals were given. Indeed, I hear, the meals given were sumptuous. The Prince of 
Wales’ choultry in the town also fed a large number daily. The principal private charity which 
I must bring to the notice of Government was, however, that of M. R. Ry. Kovvuri Basivireddi, 
a wealthy merchant of Cocanada, who, with princely liberality, maintained three big choultries at 
Samalkot, Annavaram and Tuni, three important stations on the great northern trunk road and also 
on the railway line. He has opened his choultry, feeding hundreds of people every day at all hours 
till agricultural operations were fully started and field labour became available for all that live by it, at 
Samalkot, in a pucca building which cost him about R20, 000, and he is, I hear, going to make a 
similar provision to his Tuni choultry. His local charities were also considerable and he has well 
earned the thanks of Government for the assistance he so freely and liberally rendered to those in 
distress. The Temperance Association of Chintalapudi also did its best' to relieve local distress, 
though on a small scale. Many ryots in the delta too— especially in the Ramachandrapuram taluk — 
displayed much liberality to the pauper-seekers for work that flocked to it, whereby those who could 
not find employment were always able to find a meal. 


APPENDIX No. 12. 


LETTERS FROM THE REV. J. CAIN AND MU, H. H. WARD. 

The following letters to the Madras Committee from the Rev. John Cain and 
Mr. H. H. Ward on the condition of the Goddvari hillmen contain much interesting in.- 
formation on the same subject : — 

Diomagudeji, 18th March. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of yours of the 13th instant. It is impossible for 
me to give an account of the condition of the Kois in the whole of this taluk, as there is a* consider- 
able part of it that we have not visited this year in consequence of the lack of drinking- water. - I cam 
answer for the condition of most of the villages around here, and will send this letter on to Mr. Ward, 
asking him to add his remarks, as he lives at the other end of the taluk, and is well acquainted with 
the villages there; . 

'Most of the Kois live in villages away from the banks of the Gdddvari, and the soil of the land 
which they cultivate is light and of little depth, so that failure of rain is most disastrous to them. 
Those villages on the banks of the Sebari and Gdddvari which had a seasonable day’s rain in October 
or November have had a fair cholum crop. The villages whose crops were the greatest failure 
principally lie to the north and east of Dummagudem. The early, that is the kondajonna, crop was 
not more than a four-anna crop, and the later jonna crop was a total failure in the inland 
villages; Twelve miles farther up the river this latter crop was a splendid one. They had 
the rain which so utterly failed here, and the soil of those villages is dark black cotton soil, not a thin 
soil on the top of limestone. There is now before me a list of 20 villages within 9 miles of. us, in 
none of which was there enough crop to “ put a threshing floor” for the cholum. This month and 
April are the months in which the Kois enjoy themselves and have most of their marriages ; this year 
up to the present time there has only been one in all these villages and this would not have taken 
place if a friendly merchant in Dummagudem had not supplied the grain for the feast. At this 
season, the Kois, being a good-natured improvident lot of people, usually sell cholum on their floors 
at from 30—40 seers for the rupee ; this year, there is none to be had in any Koi village around here 
and the price in the Dummagudem bazaar, is rr seers to the rupee (and there is not very much of it, 
as the, ryots in the villages where the crop has been fair, refuse to sell and are storing it away for. fear 
of another famine), Ragi is being imported from Rajahmundry to. Bhadrachalam and being carted 

on here," so the price is 12 seers to the rupee.- (and this is not the; staple food of the taluk). 

In the months, December, January and February the Kois dug up all kinds of roofs to eke out 
the supplies of grain, but this supply is quite exhausted, and the fruits of the Embryopteri glutinifera . 
are being used, but these are not very sustaining. The gum of some of the Acacias and the Spondia - 
- mangifera was obtainable a few weeks ago, but the Kois complained that gum was more satisfying 
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than nourishing, and that their digestive organs suffered from the use of this new kind of diet. They 
always look forward to the crop of the flowers of the Bassia latifolia, but there does not seem to be 
more than half the usual crop of these flowers, and, strange to say, the flying foxes in some villages 
arc levying contributions from these trees. The kernels of the tamarind stones are now being eaten. 
But none of the above are sufficient of themselves to keep up the strength of hard-working cultivators, 
and the general health of the people is suffering. 

All the Kois are cultivators ; their villages are small ; and the headman of each village apportion- 
ates out the land and is responsible to Government or the Zemindar for the rent. In most instances 
the headman is the best off man in the village and takes care to keep so. 

The reasons why the Kois refused to go to the test-relief works are as follows : — 

(1) The pay is very small, and many of them were imbued with the idea that the Government in- 
tended to get a full day’s work out of them for a third of the usual rate of pay. The Kois are a very 
suspicious folk. 

(2) Many of them get at this time of the year a few days’ work every week in Dummagudem 
and other villages on the banks of the river. A man told me this morning that he had earned 12 
annas in three days in Dummagudem and that at the relief camp it would have taken him eight days 
to earn the same, and that at a distance of 10 miles from home. 

(3) A dislike of breaking up their homes, leaving their cattle, etc., behind them, and going to a 
style of work, the like of which neither they nor their forefathers had ever seen. 

(4) A kind of fatalistic notion that some way or other something will turn up nearer their homes 
by which they may live. The reply of one of the headmen to the Special Assistant Agent illustrates 
their recklessness. “ Well, suppose jou do not get food you must die," was the remark of the 
Special Assistant Agent. “ Well, if we die we Will throw out our corpses and the kites and the vul- 
tures will come and cat them ” was the answer. 

There can be no harvest for six months, and it is utterly impossible for all around here to live 
and carry on their usual cultivation. What would have been the best way, if it had been feasible, 
would have been some small improvements round or near each village, or in the forest near. But as 
most of the villages are on zemindari land, I do not see how the Government could have undertaken 
it. Our old friend Major-General Haig. R.E , hearing in November-Dccember of the failure of the 
crops around, set to work to gather subscriptions amongst his friends, and has sent us over 84,000. 
(lie raised most of this before the Mansion House Fund was started). With this we have helped 
some to repair their own tanks, clear out tiiree wells, given yarn to poor weavers, distributed grain to 
the utterly destitute. Our policy is that of the Relief Fund, viz., to help the people to help them- 
selves, and to save from starvation thc-womcn and children. We have had to get up and are still 
getting upragi from Rajahmundry, as cholum is not to be had here in any quantity, and, if we have 
sufficient funds, wc hope to supply the poorest with seed-grain when the early rains set in. 

The more wc think over the problem here, the more we feel that relief works, in the usual 
acceptance of that term, would be out of place. They would be too costly. If there were some way 
for the Government to supply grain to the most destitute, relief would reach the needy and no money 
be wasted on elaborate organisation, necessary enough in other places, but too wasteful here. Our 
fear is that the Kois, in many instances, will just let matters drift on, until they become too weak to 
do anything, and, as soon as the rains set in, gradually succumb. As far as lies in our power we 
wish to prevent this in the neighbouring villages. But we do not wish to apply to your Committee, 
until it is absolutely necessary to do so. 


(Signed) John Cain. 


Camp Chintuk, send March. 

Sir, — The Rev. Mr. Cain in sending his letter to yo u> t0 me f or perusal, has asked me to give 
my opinion of the condition of the Kois, etc,, in this talu^ an( j 1 shall try to do so as well and as 
briefly as I can. Except a field or two in each of half-a-dozcn villages the rice crop completely failed 
and the sama, except in a few villages in the Badracluil! am Range and in one hill village of four 
families in the Rekapalle Range, withered and yielded nothing. The kondajonna was a complete 
failure except in two villages, and I saw only two good fields of manchijonna in a four months’ tour. 
The above applies to the villages away from the rivers Gdddvari and Sebari. But even here though 
the manchijonna yielded well, the minor crops such as gingelly, castor, greens and horse gram failed 
and in some villages on the Sebari there was a total failure of crops. Fortunately this year there has 
been a bumper crop of toomiki fruit and the people have been living on this and the small quantities 
of grain got in cxchmge for the fruit, supplemented by the leaves of the bothi (a creeper), etc. In 
several villages the men only have toddy in addition. But the toomiki fruit and bothi leaves will 
give out by the end of this month and toddy by the middle of next. Mhowa flowers are being 
gathered now : but the crop this year is very poor, a four-anna one I estimate, in some villages much 
less. The mango crop has completely failed and the yield of tamarind is very small. The majority 
of the Kois and Reddies at the best of times live from hand to mouth and in ordinary seasons suffer 
to a certain extent on the failure of one or more of the minor sources mentioned above, especially for 
the last month or two before the early harvest of punasa rice or sama. This year I am afraid they 
will suffer actual starvation from June to November. 

The Kois and Reddies will not come to ordinary relief works because if they did, their ^ agricul- 
tural work would suffer. Till the end of May they will be engaged cutting and burning their podus 
and in June and July in ploughing and sowing.' In August and September they will have nothing to 
do, but it is the season of the heaviest rains here when little work of any kind can be done. 

(Signed) H, H. Ward. 
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APPENDIX NO. 13. 


BELLARY DISTRICT. 

The following is the Report from Mr. Gillman, Secretary of the Bellary District 
Committee: — 

I have the honour to report on the administration of the Famine Charitable Relief Fund in 
the Bellary District up to the end of October 1897, The statement forwarded to you on the 23rd 
instant gives all necessary details of the money spent and the numbers relieved from the Fund during 
that period. 

The physical features of the Bellary district need little notice. The district may be described 
as a plateau sloping gradually from the Western Ghats towards the East Coast, and divided almost 
in half by the hills of the Sundur State running north-west and south-east. It is studded with hills, 
more especially towards the west and south. Heavy black soil, known as black cotton, predomi- 
nates in the eastern taluks — Alur, Adoni and Bellar) — and red soil in the west. Early cholum 
and early korra and cumbu, sown in June-July are the principal red-soil crops, and the cotton-korra 
crop, sown in September-October, and white cholum sown about the middle of October are the 
principal crops raised on the heavy black soil. The three named taluks and eastern portion of 
the taluk of Hospet adjoining Bellary taluk were those that suffered most in the recent distress, 
owing to the entire failure of the North-East monsoon in October and November 1896, on which 
the late or hingari crops depend. 

The landholders of this district are mostly small pattadars holding from 10 to 30 acres each. 
Except the wet lands in the west of the district under the Tungabhadra channels and a compara- 
tively small area protected by tanks and wells, altogether totalling about 6o,cco acres, the entire 
district is cultivated with dry crops which are entirely dependant on rain. The rainfall is seldom 
absolutely satisfactory in any year and is often seriously deficient. The resources of the average 
small pattadar with a dry holding are not great, as he possesses little besides his land and cattle 
and he has hardly any idea of laying by the surplus of a good year to assist him in a year of 
scarcity. Under these circumstances it is not a matter for wonder that the cultivators are at once 
affected by a failure of crops, and that a serious and extensive failure, such as occurred in the 
past year, necessitates assistance from Government. It is seldom that one meets a man who has 
grown rich on the produce of his lands ; the seasons during the past seven years have been too 
generally unfavourable to admit of large profits. The rich men in the villages have generally made 
their money by money-lending or trade. 

The record of agricultural operations in this district in 1896 is a dismal one. Sowings of 
the early or mungari crops — yellow cholum, korra and cumbu — commenced in June under a 
rainfall which, though not up to the average, was sufficient. These are generally harvested in 
October-November and require good showers in September to bring them along. In 1896 the 
rainfall up to the middle of August was sufficient to prevent any great anxiety being felt as to the 
prospects of the standing crops. But in August the rains ceased and during the period of three 
months from the 24th August till 24th November, practically no rain fell in the three eastern taluks, 
the falls being — 

Inches. 


Alur , 1 . , 1 *30 

Ad6ni *42 

Bellary ........... 1*26 


There was a similar want of rain in the rest of the district, though not so absolute. The 
drought proved disastrous to the mungari crops. 

In November there was a sudden burst of the North-East monsoon, but the fall was not suffi- 
ciently copious to thoroughly soak the black cotton soil, ' nor well distributed. The rain stopped 
as suddenly as it came and the extensive sowings of late or hingari crops which it stimulated, 
were an almost entire failure. Out of 1S3 lakhs of acres sown during the cultivation season of 
1896, 7J lakhs (41 per cent.) had no yield and 5 § lakhs yielded 1 to 4 annas. This was a more 
serious failure of crops than in the year 1891, when out of 15 lakhs of acres sown, 55- lakhs (37 per 
cent.) yielded nothing and 5 lakhs 1 to 4 annas. Bellary and Alur, which are chiefly dependant 
on the late crops of cotton and korra, were far the worst affected taluks. Addni and Hospet did 
not suffer to such an extent, as the early crops sown in the red soils in Addni yielded something, 
and in the west of Hospet the wet crops under river channels gave at any rate straw for cattle and 
also some outturn. But the east of Hospet was as bad as Bellary and Alur taluks. Cholum, 
which is the most important food-grain in the district, occupying as it does 46 per cent, of the 
cultivated area, suffered severely, 50 per cent, of the area sown with this crop yielding nothing and 
23 per cent, from 1 to 4 annas. Next to cholum, korra is the most extensively grown crop, 
occupying r4 per cent, of the area sown. Of the sowings 55 per cent, were a total failure and 
28 p'er cent, yielded 4 annas or less. Cumbu and ragi come next in importance and paddy last. 
Paddy was the least affected of all as it depends not on rainfall but on unfailing sources of 
irrigation. 

Such, very briefly stated, is the account of the failure of the harvest of 1896, which necessitated 
the starting of Government measures of relief in the district before the close of the year. I now 
turn to the organization and work of the Charitable Relief Fund. 

On the 4th March 1897 a public meeting was held at the Court-house, Bellary, for the purpose 
of appointing a general District Committee to administer the moneys of the Charitable Relief 
Fund which might be allotted to the district, and also to raise subscriptions in aid of the same. 
Mr. Stuart, the Collector, who presided explained the objects of the Fund, distinguishing them 
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None of these measures of relief, except the first, trenched in any way upon the measures under- 
taken by Government during the recent distress. The explanation of the expenditure under object 
(a) is that the Committee at its formation in March' noticed the existence of severe distress amongst 
the respectable poor, especially in the Municipalities of Bellary and Addni, which was not being 
relieved by any Government measure. The Committee felt itself bound to step in and succour the 
starving townspeople, chiefly Muhammadans. The distribution of relief in this form ceased in ' May 
upon the introduction of free doles of grain at the expense of Government. 

Very real relief was afforded under head (£) which can hardly be gauged by the amount spent. 
The individual items making up the account are small, not exceeding a rupee in most cases, but the 
recipients were in the direst need. .An advance of Rio (recouped when necessary) was placed in the 
hands of each officer in charge of a relief work and was spent most beneficially in such cases as the 
following : — 

(i) Daily allowance to relief-workers prevented by accident or by sickness from attending the relief 

work. 

(ii) Grants to destitute persons before their admission on the works or on the Government grain-dole 

list. 

(iii) Daily allowance to mothers on works to attend to sick children during a reasonable period. 

(iv) Allowance of 6 pies per diem to nursing mothers for thirty days after confinement. 

In kitchens, the Government ration was supplemented by vegetables and condiments to the value 
of about 6 pies each meal in the case of nursing mothers and others who needed extra nutriment. 

In villages, the Government dole of cholum, dhal, salt, tamarind and chillies was considered 
sufficient for all ordinaiy cases, but here and there individuals were found who were unaccustomed to 
such a diet and unable to thrive on it. They were chiefly people of respectability unfortunately 
reduced to straitened circumstances and also the old and sickly. In such cases the Government ration 
was supplemented by a small money-dole from the Fund, and in special cases a money-dole was 
permitted in place of the Government ration. 

As regards object (c), in G.O. No. 218, Revenue, dated 30th March 1897, Government drew 
the attention of the Executive Committee to a remark of the Collector's in one of his fortnightly 
narratives that a portion of the Famine Fund could be usefully employed in purchasing and distribut- 
ing cloths to relief-workers. Thereupon the Executive Committee decided to make grants for the 
purchase of cloths for persons in need of them, and Tahsildars were directed to prepare and submit 
to their Taluk sub-committees lists of people eligible for this form of relief, whether on relief works 
in kitchens or in villages. Great care was enjoined in the preparation of these lists and preliminary 
inquiries in villages were insisted on to ensure that no person who, though wearing a ragged cloth had 
a better cloth at home, should receive the benefit of the charity. 

The cloths were distributed in the taluks entirely by Divisional Officers and Tahsildars and in 
the municipalities by the Presidents and principal members and, with a few exceptions, those alone 
received them who deserved them. In August, the Executive Committee resolved to discontinue 
this form of charity as it was of opinion that the number of cloths distributed were sufficient to clothe - 
the most deserving people, and also as it was informed that workers who really possessed good cloths 
at home or the means to buy them were attending the works in a semi-nude condition in the hope of 
getting a cloth from a distributing officer. 

On the 26th July, the Provincial Committee intimated the despatch of a consignment of 160 cotton 
skirts, 20 flannelette, 160 chadars, 4 sheets, 1 parcel of tape, which represented the allotment to this 
district of the articles of clothing prepared by English ladies and sent to this country for the famine- 
stricken women of India through the instrumentality of Mrs. Janette G. Hauser. The consignment 
was duly received and as the cloths were such as would be especially prized by Muhammadan females, 
they were divided between the Municipalities of Bellary and Addni where the Muhammadan element 
of the population is considerable and also very poor. 

The clothes were much appreciated by the recipients. The President of one of the Bellary 
Sub-Committees reported : “ They were much appreciated and the bright colours greatly admired. 
They were just the kind wanted by Muhammadan females.” From Addni town a long report has 
been received which shows that the cloths were distributed among children in the kitchens and among 
the respectable poor in the town. The recipients were most thankful for the beautiful articles and 
wore them with pride. Several charitable native gentlemen throughout the district distributed cloths 
at their own expense, notable among them being Kari Gangappa of Hospet, who distributed a number 
of cloths to members of his own caste (Lingayet) in the presence of the Honorary Secretary. He also 
maintained a private kitchen at Hospet, for his caste men. This gentleman also materially assisted 
the President of the Taluk Sub-Committee in the distribution of charitable relief from the Fund. 

In the beginning of May, the Chairman brought to the notice of the Committee that there was 
much suffering among cattle and that manv of the smaller cattle holders were threatened with the 
loss of some of their stocks. Owing to the absence of pasture and scarcity of fodder it was known 
that Government was granting loans for the purchase of fodder, but it was’ also a fact that the poorest 
ryots often could not obtain loans, being unable to give the requisite security, and it was just these 
ryots who would most feel the loss of their cattle. , The Executive Committee therefore considered 
that, as they were permitted to grant money for the purchase of cattle to replace those that perished 
during the famine, they might make grants to keep them from dying. And it was thought that this 
course would be more economical, for, assuming the' south-west monsoon of 1897 proved favourable, 
it would cost only from R12 to R20 to feed a pair of bulls until pasture became available, while the 
cost of replacing them would be from R70 to Rrzo. 

The Committee decided to give grants for fodder to agriculturists owning not- more than two 
pairs of ploughing cattle, the grant to be for the support of such cattle only and not to exceed 
R2-8-0 per week for each ryot. - 
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«,999 

2 >>57 

709 

3 

250 


Total 


• 32,534 o o 


Thants were made only to the poorest ryots, but it was not considorpri ,, 
a limit of individual holding and prescribe that grants should not he advisable to impose 
that limit, the reason being that the poorest ryots are ten those holding between Y° ts b ° Idin S above 
Another reason was that the holding of a ryot could not be eautred tw .w?!. 1 , 0 , and 30 acres - 
custom of sub-renting l.uds is lommoK Z dSiS £3££ S H? bm?”' „ Th « 
tent of land m his own name cultivates a considerable extent as a tenant. } b but a sma!I ex - 

Grants for cattle were made entirely by Divisional Officers, Tahsildars and Demur -m 
T he grants were made to struggling ryots who had sold or lost their wttle oSto 
The limit grants were Rs. 50 for two bulls generally, and Rs. 40 for a single bull in thf hi 1 fi lmine ‘ 
country, where animals of heavier draught are required. The Iar™<* 1 b a< i k cotton 

(Rs t, ,,?} audBclto (Rs. tL was toSSj c"se,u fcf »f?hfgS™ Sm" A ‘f 

by dea h and by sale owing to the entire absence of pasture and the great insnffJJ™ r « cattle 
these taluks. There is no satisfactory means of ascertaining the loss ofcaule in these i taluk* 0 ^® 1, “ 

S '5 “nl“ 96 ’’ P ' 0b>bl >' AWr ,h! l0SS from d “ h “0 »f •» kindsof i.So 

As the grants were made entirely by the higher officials, we may be sure that they reached a. 

grantees, and we can also be sure that the grantees were deserving persons as thX . h 
subject to the scrutiny of three distinct officers, vie., the village Redd*! or Ka’rnam the P were 
Circle Inspector and the Tahsildar or Deputy Tahsildar. The only question is whether he ^ t nue or 
applied to the purchase of fresh cattle. Upon this point the evidence of the Honnm™ qL S T tS were 
be recorded. In the Aldr taluk grants had'been ma P de in July 

the end of the month over Rs. 14,000 had been spent. Mr. Gillman toured in the taluk in Sentam 7 

ber and one of his objects in so doing was to see how this money had been applied We ,,£,/• 
vdlages in different parts of the taluk and called upon 63 recipients of cattle PP grants to 
they had done with the money ; 59 of them produced bulls which had undoubtedly been mLh^ d 
with the grants, and generally these animals were good value for the money. In a few cases the 
grantees had paid less than the grant of their bulls and spent the balance upon seed-S No ob 
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jection was taken to this distribution of the grant., But in one, village visited (Afikera) it was evident 
that the grantees had leagued with a rich ryot to cheat the Fund, he selling them some worthless 
animals at a small price and they exaggerating the price paid before the inspecting officer Mr 

Gillman inspected the village in the morning and by that evening the Tahsildar had received R8o' 

-the full grant, from four dishonest grantees. Mr. Gillman was satisfied that the recipients of the 

grants in the villages inspected were' selected from the poorest ryots ; 24 of' them were Boyas 12 

. Lingayets and Telugas, 7 Muhammadans and 4 Madigas, the rest being Malas, Gollas, Kurubas and 
other poor castes. It may be mentioned that of the, four men who had purchased no bulls three had 
not done so, as they complained that the village officers had insisted on being paid R2 by each of 
the grantees. This complaint was under inquiry, at the time of inspection. And if it should suh- 
sequently transpire that similar “ mamools ” have been received by other village officers the Famine 
Fund Executive must be held blameless, as it has so ordered the distribution that every rupee of the 
major grants and, most of the two minor grants-fodder and seed-grain-has been paid direct into the 
hands of the ryots by officers who are, above suspicion. Except.in rare cases where actual deceit has 
been practised and a man has receiyed a grant who is not entitled to. it, it will be found that the 
village officer has been recompensed by the grantee after the latter has received the money. 

About the middle of October the accounts of seed-grain and cattle were closed and thenceforth 
Presidents of sub-committees were directed to include the grants under a final head , “ grants to rvots 
artisans, etc v to enable them to make a fresh, start , in life". Under this head Presidents were em- 
powered to distribute money to the poor who, had suffered.in the famine to enable them to recover 

he P°", in , th . e social scale which, they had lostduring.it or to enable them to repair any spedal 
loss which they had suffered, such as cattle, tools, damage to houses, etc. As the accounts un to 
October 31st only show the expenditure under this head for a period of fifteen davs 
is not large Between the istand 15th November a. further sum of RSo coo had been Sent and U 
is expected that the whole allotment will have been distributed by the’ close of 'the current month' The' 
distribution has been entrusted entirely to Divisional officers and Tahsildars', and the lists upon which 
hey act have been most carefully prepared, so that every village receives ifc fair shhrhof dwritvand 
that none but the deserving are relieved. snare or cnantyand 

When the district accounts of the Famine Charitable Relief Fund are finally closed it will h, 

possible to give details of the expenditure under this most important head. 7 be 

: report has been promised by the 26th instant it has not been no«ihle tn ninnk k r 

the District Executive Committee. This will be done as soon as nnssihP. •!„ P | S ,i! b - 1 P 1 before 
it will be forwarded. That resolution will probably contain the committee's thahks 9 ““.k" Up0n 
native gentlemen, official and non-official, who have come forward volunS t0 asffist in ? he 
and humane work of relieving their famine-stricken brethren md ' ? I i n the , S™ 1 

fulfilling the arduous duties that were assigned to them. ‘ h ° not spared th emselves in 


APPENDIX No. 14. 


KURNOOL DISTRICT. ; : 

The following is from the Report of the Kurnool District Committee — 

■»»"> °‘ dteric t 


Taluk. 

(1) Pattikonda 

(2) Ramallakott 

(3) Nandyal 

(4) Sirvel 

(5) Koilkuntla 


Division.' 

'JPyapali 

.^Nandyal . 


•{ 

•f I 


Area »n 
square miles; 

(>) - , **34 

(2) 846 

[3) 854 ' 

M 6i 3 

15 ) 572 


Population in 
thousands^ 

139 ' 

*25 
96 

o 5 ’ 

87 


_ The physical condition of the area in which there has been distress — Talnl-c / ' 

the western section' of the district. They form the northern end nf Tho ^ r and ’W constitul 
are distinct in physical features from the other parts' of the district Thewhnlf ^. SOr ® P latea u an 
number of bare rocky hills. In the north-western • ibe whole tract is. dotted with 

bkek cotton, while to the south-east it is red and extremely poor^Th’erX 1 ^ mer Hindri the soil j 
Pattikonda taluk, but they are in most instances insignificant and " umerous ta nks in th 
cahous. In the Ramallakott taluk' tanks - are f! r fc n c “[ tivatl ° n under-them is pre 
which are commanded by the Kurnool-Cuddaj^ ‘I 10 ? 5 ] 1 in eIeven ' village 

( iL (4 . } . a . nd (5) ^rm the middle J ha ‘, source ar 

central section. of the district. The greater Dart of tbio port ons °f the Kundu- Valley, or th' 

soil well adapted for cotton aKther ^ extensive plain -with rich rega 

bound the Division on the- east and west -re&eUrekand imtSniS ^amalai andErramalai range: 
soil is red-greyish and gravelly. The Kurnool rnriH=nni, h r- V i SeS ' at - |acent t0 ' these hills tin 

Sed U a Il d the cro PS uifder this source and uSer Se terffis ffiv^it 6ntire len * th of th < 
lected. In the, other cases the.harvests depend on the mohsoons f ° by 1 6 P erma .nently pro- 

“ h " ts “ e eeneraily p„„; 
per cS°'« rit 1 * 58 ' i h °“ in ® s 

° ‘ *»-*•* !K ******* 
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grain. General labourers earn from 2 to 3 annas per diem. The poor ryots and weavers, as well 
as the agricultural and general labourers, get on tolerably well in normal years, but in seasons of 
drought or famine, they find it difficult to maintain themselves. 

Chief occupations. — About half the total population is engaged in agriculture as — 

(if Land-owners engaged in cultivation. 

(2) Tenants and sharers engaged in cultivation. 

(3) Weld labourers and crop watchers. - 

(4) Farm servants, etc. 

The general and unskilled labourers form about 10 per cent. The occupation next in point of 
numbers is that of weaving, the chief centres of this industry being Kodumur, Gudur and Kurnool. 
In the two places first named female cloths are produced and in the last carpets of average quality. 
Some of the weavers carry on their business with their own capital and others with funds advanced to 
them for cloths by traders. .The other occupations are those of shepherds, artisan and commercial 
classes, persons doing domestic, etc., service, e.g., washermen. These,' however, are not affected by 
adverse seasons in the same way as ryots, labourers and weavers are. The traders rather welcome 
a season of distress, as it affords them opportunities of making larger profits than usual. 

The nature and exUnt of the failure of the harvests of i8g6-yj . — The early crops of 1896-97 
were in many cases totally lost or yielded only a poor outturn owing to the deficient rainfall 111 
September and the almost complete absence ot rain in October. The later sowings of August and 
September also would have been lost but for the few showers of November which benefited them 
considerably. The ryots, in the hope that more rain would fall, sowed vast extents with white 
* cholum, etc., in November, but as there was no rain subsequently the outturn of the new sowings 
was nil. 

History of the organisation when District and Sub-Committees were appointed. — As desired in 
paragraph 7 ( b ) of the circular of the Central Committee, a brief history of the organization of 
charitable relief in the district will now be given. In accordance with the instructions of the 
Provincial Committee contained in their initial circular dated 13th February 1897, steps were taken 
for the formation of District and Sub-Committees for raising subscriptions towards and administering 
the monies of the Charitable Relief Fund. A meeting called for the purpose at Kurnool for the 24th 
February had, owing to the short notice given, to be postponed. A meeting was subsequently convened 
on 22nd March 1897, the Assistant Collector presiding, at which the leading gentlemen of the town 
were present and the District Committee and the Town Sub-Committe were formed and the office- 
bearers were appointed. . On 4th April 1897 another meeting, at which the Collector presided and 
which was largely attended by all classes of the population, was held for the purpose of raising 
subscriptions towards the fund. Subscriptions to the extent of about Ri,8oo were promised and 
R180 was collected on the spot. The Divisional officers were also asked to enlist the sympathy and 
co-operation of influential and respectable people in their respective Divisions and to arrange for the 
formation of Sub-Committees at suitable centres. Public meetings were accordingly held and Sub- 
committees were appointed at the following places on the dates and for the local areas mentioned 
opposite : — 

Name of place. Date of formation of Local area. 

Sub-Committee. 

Cumbum . . 4th April 1897 . , (Cumbum Division.) 

Atmakur . . gth April 1897 . . (Head-quarter or Nandikotkur 

Division.) 

Pattikonda . . nth April 1897 . . (Pyapalli Division except Kurnool 

town, the operations in which 
were managed by the Town Sub- 
Committee!) 

Nandyal . • 14th April 1897 . . (Nandyal Division.) 

The nature and the number of the charges into which the district was divided.— The district was 
thus divided into five charges, ‘of which Kurnool' hown formed one and the other portions of the 
Pyapalli Division another, while the remaining three were co-extensive with the Revenue' Divisions 
of Cumbum', Nandikotkur and Nandyal. The Cumbum and Nandikotkur Divisions being unaffected 
by the distress, the Sub-Committees formed in tliem only assisted in collecting subscriptions towards 
the Fund. The other Sub-Committees acted both as collectors of subscriptions and as distributors 
of relief. - ’ 

Agencies employed for the actual distribution of relief. — The Nandyal, Pattikonda and Kurnool 
Tow’n Sub-Committees administered relief under heads I and III out of the funds supplied by the 
District Committee. Money-doles were given and clothing was distributed by the members of the 
Sub-Committees in person. Sums required for extra relief to inmates of kitchens were generally 
advanced to the persons in charge of these institutions for the purchase of vegetables, etc. The 
distribution of relief under head IV to ryots of red-soil villages was performed by officers of or above 
the grade of Tahsildars except in two cases in the Nandyal Division, where Deputy Tahsildars were 
entrusted with the work. These officers were assisted each by a non-official member of the District 
Committee or the Sub-Committee concerned. The distribution of money in black-soil villages was 
made exclusively by officers of or above the rank of Deputy Collectors similarly assisted by non- 
official members. < 

Measures adopted prior to the formation of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. — As 
stated above, the District and Sub-Committees were all formed by the end of the first half of April 
1897, but the actual distribution of relief was commenced only about the beginning of the following 
month- Distinct symptoms of distress having manifested themselves in the Koilkuntla taluk as 
'early as November 1896, a test work was opened in that month at Owk which was soon converted 
into a relief work. A few days afterwards another work was opened in the same taluk, and as the 
season of scarcity advanced, relief works with kitchens attached nereto for feeding the dependants 
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of the coolies and needy persons unfit for work were started in the Pattikonda, Sirvel, Nandval 
R nmaiioVnt t«inVo f«r rM{ e £ 0 f weavers who clamoured for employment 

in the following centres on the dates noted 


as the intensity of distress increased was introduced 
agains them: — 

Pattikonda ••••••••• 19th February 1897 

Kurnod town . 15th March 1897. 

Koilkuntla-Attagada . • . • , # . . First week of May 1897. 

The system of village relief was introduced in a small number of villages in the Ramallal-nt 
Pattikonda taluks towards the end of April. Thus by the time the relief measures orgaSd by the 
Charitable Fund were actually in operation the distress was fairly widespread. y 

There were also a few instances of private charity. Raja Sir Savalai Ramaswami Moodeliar 
of Madras sent about 250 cloths in March for distribution among the coolies attending the St 
works and their dependants. M.R.Ry.R,, Lakshmi Narasu Pantulu, a retired Deputy Tahsildar 
fed 300 or 400 people for ten days during the Sivaratri festival at Atmakur. Similar relief was ?i,« 
given by certain Committees for short periods. Gratuitous relief was afforded to the hill trihe nf 
Chenchus by the Baptist Missionaries living in the Cumbum Division out of funds received bv them 
for the purpose from friends in England and America. " incm 

How the relief administered by the Indian famine Charitable Relief Fund fitted in with that riven 
by Government.- When the operations of the Fund commenced gratuitous relief was being liven 
by the State only m a very few villages. The Sub-Committees had, therefore, in the initial sE 
to devote the funds at their disposal almost entirely to the relief of the helpless poor by money-doles 
As the operations of Government in respect of village kitchens and grain-doles increased and finally 
attained completeness, the relief given by the Committees in the shape of raoney-doles was mono? 
tionately restricted and eventually withdrawn. Their operations were then confined to riff of 
clothing to the deserving poor, supplementing the rations given in kitchens by the provision of 
vegetables, e c., giving additional. allowances of a few annas per month to the more respectable of 
the recipients of gram-doles 1 from Government for the provision of firewood, etc distribminw 
money-doles to a few respectable families for subsistence, etc. When the south-west monsSo J had 
set in, grants were made for the purchase 0 seed-grains, etc., to the impoverished ryots to enable 
hem to commence their agricultural operations. Sums were disbursed for the provision of fodder 
to the cattle by way of supplementing the aid given by the State in the shape of the concession of 
free grazing When in consequence of the copious rains of September the black-soil lands were 
ready for cultivation and the Government relief works were one after another being closed o^ng 
to the improvement in the season, extensive grants were made to the ryots whose resource shad 
been exhausted m order to restore them to their original condition and to enable them to make 
a fresh start . n life In every case therefore the relief afforded by the Fund was a welcome “nS 

ment to that given by the State agency and was most opportune. Care was taken by the Divisffi 

and Taluk Officers, who were in all cases members of the Local Sub-Committees, to sec that the two 
agencies did not overlap and that on the other hand they maintained close touch with each other 

.v.- £f-K a ?t Ully g i Ve 't ly t K Fund in a, { ** tranches.- A total sum of R 2,2 2,700 was aUotted to 
^Is bdngas Mow":- 3 *** ° f the redistributioH of ^ same for the different affected 


Object. 

Total grant for 
district* 

How redistributed. 

To whom redistributed, 

I and III .... 


( 10,070 

Town Sub-Committee. 

1 €,000 

3 2,000 

Nandyal do. 


/ J, 5 °° 

Pattikonda do. 


1,000 

700 

C 3430 

District Committee. 

Do 

1,000 

Too 

Nawab of Bana'ganapalle. 
Collector for relief to Khandan 

IV 

IV 

IV 

60.000 (red-soil vil- 
lages.) 

93.000 (black-soil 
villages.) 

50.000 (artizans 
who attended 
relief works.) 

r 30,000 

1 30,000 

r 45.000 

C 50,000 

r 25,000 

j 25,000 

families. 

Divisional Officer, Pyapalli, 

Do. Nandyal. 

Do. Pyapalli. 

Do. Nandyal. 

D°. Pyapalli. . 

Do. Nandyal. 


Committee spent R 795 ' I 3 ’t < ^ I relffivdng <, the , dMtitut^aiuf RS^a'a^on 0 ^ R2,0< f f he Nand >' al Sub- 
underhead III. The balance of R 3 8t-i 5 -io will be recovered and °1 re J.pectabIe poor 

of the sum spent under head I was placed by the Commits nt ,t nd j’ Crodl , ed c tbe Fund. A part 
of certain relief kitchens for the provision of 7 vegetable™ butter ^mifk 150 ! 31 °! ‘K P “ sons in char S e 
Chenchus of Basawapuram and some relief workers were supplied h& clothing ** mmate3, S ° me 

° f AmedCan ^ from Calcutta direct and distri- 

out of which Ri.ooo was placed aUh^dispos^l^ ’ofThrFamfn^DMm 6 S ^ b ' Committ ee- at Pattikonda, 
allotted to the Deputy Tahsildar, and R250 was kept as rese^ Rupe « 230 was 

chase of cloths for labourers on works, and R106 in the snrmlv nfV x ^? M was spent in the pur- 

and the provision of butter, milk, etc.,’ to the imates o e f k U itohen°s f . f00d *° the chUdren of relief -™ rk «s 
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Kurnool Town Sub-Committee.— The operations of the Town Sub-Committee were conducted 
on a large scale and w ere very satisfactory. R 10,070 was placed at the disposal of this Commit- 
tee, of which nearly the whole has been utilized: The twelve municipal wards of the town were 
formed into six divisions, each of which was entrusted to three of the Sub-Committee members. 
These made a house-to-house inspection, and after careful enquiries selected the persons deserving 
t . .. , . , _ , relief, and gave them* tickets, on production of 

The tickets were of three ktnQs - One for 4 innis wViicli thfi sitm^ tViPTVMti 
for children, and the others for Stand 10 annas for adults, “ ,.f m s P ec f e Q. ^ere paid. 

Xhe number on relief gradually increased as 
the registration of the poor in the various wards progressed. The first weekly doles were given on 
the 9th May. The numbers rose from week to week till the 3rd of June. The system of State 
gratuitous relief having then been introduced into the town, the persons relieved from the Fund were 
gradually transferred to the Government lists, and there was a corresponding decline in the weekly 
number of persons relieved by the Fund. By the beginning of July the Government officials had 
taken over all the persons and the Committee completely stopped the weekly payments. The latter, 
however, supplemented the Government grain-doles by paying some of the recipients thereof 6 to 
8 annas per mensem for fuel, etc. The amount spent on account of full money-doles was R4,57o 
and the weekly average of persons so relieved was 1,192. The monthly average of the persons who 
were given supplemental doles was 2,080, and the amount spent on their account was £2,892. The 
Committee utilized R781 in affording relief to respectable people, mostly Ghosha females, for three 
months : 1,491 persons were supplied with clothing at the aggregate cost of £1,466. Besides this, 

some of the chadars and skirts received from England were distributed by the Sub-Committee to 141 
persons. A sum of R44 was spent on account of the town kitchen and R3 for the relief of certain 
patients in the municipal hospital. 

In case of the Sub-Committees at Nandyal and Pattikonda, the official element took a leading 
part; but the Town Sub-Committee was almost wholly a non-official body. They did their work 
with interest and zeal and their operations were on the whole quite successful. 

District Committee. — Grants were made by the District Committee in a few cases. Rupees 99 
was spent in helping certain poor persons of Atmakur whose huts were destroyed by fire. 

Flannel costing R69 was supplied to “ famine babies ” on works in the vicinity of the town, and 
distributed by the Famine Commissioner in person in July last. Rupees 100 was advanced to and 
spent by the Rev. Mr. Staunton for providing sundry comforts to some nursing mothers and weak 
persons on relief works. A sum of Rryfi-n-o was spent in the purchase, by the Tahsildar of 
Guntui, of fodder for sale at Nandyal to poor ryots at favourable rates. The fodder was all sold, but 
only after considerable effort on the part of the Tahsildar. The Provincial Committee is aware of the 
unsatisfactory result of opening a fodder depot at Dhone. 

Special allotment of Ri, 700.— The whole of the amount of R 1,000, sent by the Provincial 
Committee through the Political Agent to the Nawab of Banganapallee for relief in his territory, was 
spent by him in money-doles and in the purchase of clothing for distribution among the poor. Of 
the allotment of R700 for Khandan families (descendants of the old Nawabs and Mahomedan nobles 
of Kurnool) sent direct to the Collector by the Provincial Committee, R629 was spent and the 
balance remitted to the District Committee. 

Grants wider head IV. — The last and the most important item of relief administered by the 
Fund was the distribution of money among the ryots soon after the rains of June and September 
to enable them to resume their agricultural operations. As soon as the allotments for red-soil 
lands were sanctioned, steps were taken to distribute the amounts in the villages where the early 
sowings were being commenced. The following statement shows the amounts allotted to each 
of the affected 'taluks, the members entrusted with distribution, the amounts disbursed, and the 
balance : — 


Division. 


Pyapalli 


Nandyal 


Pattikonda . j 
Ramallakotaj 

I 

Nandyal . < 

. 

Koilkuntla. • 
Sirvel . 


Persons who were entrusted with the Amount 
distribution. allotted. 


Famine Deputy Collector 
Special Deputy Collector 
Tahsildar of Pattikonda • 
Special Loans, Tahsildar 
Head-quarter Deputy Collector 
Tahsildar, Ramallakota . 
Special Assistant Collector 
Huzur Sheristadar . . 

Head Assistant Collector, Nan- 
dyal. 

Deputy Tahsildar, Kahva 
Stationary Sub-Magistrate, 
Nandyal. 

Tahsildar, Koilkuntla 
Do. Markapur 
Special Deputy Collector, Nan- 
dyal. 


Amount 

spent. 

Balance. 

R a. p. 

& a. p. 

4,800 0 0 

•M 

2,461 8 0 

1,138 8 b 

3,500 0 0 

700 0 d 

5400 0 0 

• •• 

1 ,386 0 0 

t*« 

5 - 5°8 0 0 

972 0 0 

*231 0 0 

•** 

3,260 0 0 

652 0 0 

2,978 8 6 

21 7 6 


6,000 o o 

5.400 o o 

3,58s 2 ° 

2.400 o o 
8,488 12 6 


14 14 O’ 


60,000 55*398 15 0 4,610 X 'o 


*Rg spent by Mr. Pope from his own pocket and to be recouped from the district balance. 

It will be seen that each taluk was divided into a suitable number of Circles, and an 'officer of 
Government and a non-official member were deputed for distributing the money in each Circle. 
The whole of the allotment was utilized with the exception of R3, 462-8-0 in the Pyapalli Division 
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and R 1,147-9-0 in the Nandyal Division. These amounts were ordered to be utilized for b!ack-soil 

villages along with those sanctioned for such villages.: 

Grants for black-soil villages and Artisans, etc .— ' The allotments for black-soil villages and for 
the relief of artizansj etc., who attended the relief work's have been distributed to the affected taluks 
as under : — 


Division. Taluk. 


Allotment for 
black-soil 

Allotment for 




villages. 

artizans, etc. 




H 

it 

( Pattiltonda . 



20,000 

■ 15,000 

PyapaUi • . . Raroallakot . 

• 


25,000 

10,000 

C Nandyal 

• 


17,000 

8,000 

Nandyal Sirvel 


» # 

3,000 

5,000 

(. Koilkuntla 

• 


30,000 

12,000 


The distribution was entrusted to officers of and above the rank of Deputy Collectors 
assisted, as a rule) by two non-official members in each case. It was occasionally found impossible 
to procure the attendance of more than one non-official. The amounts have almost all been dis- 
tributed, but particulars as to the exact amounts spent and the number of persons relieved have not 
yet been received. 

The various forms of relief were administered with sufficient care to ensure that the amounts 
spent were utilized to the best advantage. Owing to the smallness of the allotments under heads - 1 
and III relief could.be given only on a limited scale, but the grants under IV being larger, thousands 
of poor ryots were afforded substantial help. In the case of red-soil villages the lists of individuals 
deserving relief were prepared in the first instance by the village officers and generally checked by 
the Revenue Inspectors. At the time of distribution independent enquiries were made at’ the 
appointed centres by the officers deputed to satisfy themselves as to the condition and circumstances 
of the persons recommended and the lists were revised with reference to the results of these enquiries. 
Opportunity was also taken by the Tahsildars on these occasions to ascertain in some cases the state 
of the ryots who were likely to be recommended for relief as cultivators of black-soil lands. List3 of 
such men were prepared by the Tahsildars for future use. In other cases lists were obtained from 
village officers as soon as the allotment for black-soil villages was sanctioned and they were revised 
after due enquiry, as was the case with the lists for red-soil villages, and the amounts disbursed 
accordingly. Wide publicity was given of the date and place of distribution and all ryots were made 
to assemble and enquiries were made in their presence before money was given away. In some 
cases the officers deputed for distribution made a house-to-house inspection in each of the villages 
assigned to them and satisfied themselves with the aid of a committee of respectable ryots in each 
village as to the eligibility of the individuals for relief. Steps were thus taken to ensure that relief 
was given to all persons in need of it, to the extent that was suited to the circumstances and on a 
scale compatible with the funds at the disposal of the officers concerned. 

Although the amount of R95,ooo allotted for black-soil villages has been utilized already 
vouchers for the full amount have not yet been received, nor are particulars available as to the 
number of persons relieved under each sub-head. This amount and the R50, 000 which is still in 
course of distribution have been shown as outstanding against the Divisional Officers concerned and 
full details regarding them will be furnished as soon as they are received. • 

The special thanks of the public are due to Mr. M. B. Varada Aiyangar, b.a, b.l., a First-^rade 
Pleader of Kurnopl, for the great interest taken by him as Assistant' Honorary Secretary of the 
District Committee in everything connected with the working of the Fund. 1 ' " ' 


APPENDIX No. 15. 


ANANTAPUR DISTRICT. 

The following is taken from the Report of the Anantapur District Com- 
mittee :~ 

The distressed portion of the district comprised all the taluks with the exception of 
Madakasira and Ratnagiri firkas in Madakasira taluk, Lepakshi arid Hindupur lirkas in Hindu- 
pur and Roddam range of Penukonda, thus extending over an area of 4,706 square miles 
with a population of 583,495. The excepted tract was by no means quite free from distress, but it 
did not become so acute as to call for Government intervention. The comparative poverty of 
the soil, the extensive wastes, the dryness of the atmosphere, the backward condition and want of 
enterprise of the people are generally the chief local characteristics. The district ' is situated in 
the * famine zone, ’ so that untimely or deficient visits of rain are frequent. The people are 
chiefly agricultural, and there are some weavers in parts. There is comparatively little wet 
cultivation in the district. The dry cultivation preponderates, so that the failure of dry crops 
especially of cholam and korra, brings about scarcity. J v > 

On the sudden rise of prices in November 1896, the leading and influental persons of Hindupur 
Madakasira, Penukonda, Gooty, and Anantapur convened meetings and formed private Committees to 
raise subscriptions to purchase grain and to sell it to poor people at cheap rates. The Committee in 
Hindupur did substantial good to the poorer classes by selling grain to them at cheaper rates during 
the whole of November. The Committees at Penukonda and’ Madakasira offered their help to the 
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poor whenever the prices showed a tendency to rise and the stock on hand acted as a check on the 
local merchants in not increasing the prices’ There was grain with the Pennkonda Committee up to 
June 1897, when it was bought over at market rates by the Sub-Committee for distributing grain- 
doles lest it should suffer by keeping tyhen prices fell on the break of the south-west .monsoon. 
The Madakasira Committee had its stock of grain up to October last and wound up its affairs only 
lately. The action of the Committee at Anantapur was in force during the months of October and 
November 1896, and that at Gooty existed only in name. M, R. Ry. K. Timma Reddi Garu, a 
Pleader at Gooty, maintained a stock of grain and sold to the poor during October and November 
one seer cheaper per rupee than the ruling market rate. And when the prices fell on the fall of the 
November rams he ceased to offer the help, and did not resume it when the prices again rose. 
Another form of private charity which existed in the district was by supplementing the Government dole 
in kitchens with a supply of vegetables, etc. Many kitchens in the Head Assistant Collector’s 
Division had this advantage, and at Tadpatri it was continuously maintained for three or four 
months. Ediga Hanumanthappa, a toddy contractor at Penukonda, maintained a kitchen at his own 
cost and gave cooked food to a few destitute persons for nearly a year. The merchants of Bukka- 
patam were offering to maintain the Government kitchen at Bukkapatam by private subscriptions. 

It was at this juncture, when the resources of private charity were being gradually emptied and 
the public could no longer extend their hand to relieve the suffering poor, that the Famine Fund 
happily lent its helping hand, and it was arranged that such subscriptions should go to the Indian 
Famine Charitable Fund, which came into existence on 15th' March 1897, by the formation of a 
meeting in the Collector’s office attended by the Collector, Divisional Officers, Tahsildars and private 
gentlemen, when it was resolved that the District Committee was to be aided by similar Divisional 
and Taluk Committees, and that they should act as auxiliaries for raising and collecting private 
contributions and administering funds that might be allotted to them by the District Committee. 
The total amount of subscriptions in the district is R5, 244-6-0. Out of this amount R5, 159-4.0 has 
been remitted to Madras and the remaining sum of R85-2-0 was kept as permanent advances. Out 
of R35-2-0 kept with the Honorary Secretary of the Tadpatri Sub-Committee, R4 has been spent 
in relieving some urgent cases of poor cholera patients and the remainder was expended on con- 
tingencies, and R50 has been retained by the Honorary Joint Secretary of the District Committee. 

The distribution of funds received from the Madras Executive Committee was undertaken by the 
Divisional and Taluk Sub-Committees. In the Anantapur Division, the Funds under head III have 
been mainly distributed by the Divisional Officers without the active intervention of any non-official 
members, but in tlieir presence. In the Penukonda and Gooty Divisions, the course was different. 
Three Pleaders of Penukonda, vie , M. R. Ry. V. C. Chakravarthi Iyengar Avargal, Sesha Saslrulu 
Garu, and Sivasankaram Pillai Avargal, have found time, to the detriment of their own professional 
work, to go round the villages with grain and make a proper distribution of doles. In Gooty, M. R. 
Ry. P. Kesava Pillai Garu and M. Subba Row Garu, Pleaders and Honorary Secretaries of the 
Committee, and Mr. O. S. R. Krishnamma undertook the enquiry of the deserving cases and have 
conducted the distribution. In Tadpatri, the distribution has been solely gone through by M. R. Ry. 
M. Lakshminarasimha' Sastrulu Garu occasionally aided by Mr. A. Abdul Khadar Sahib, a local 
merchant, who was also active in selling grain for distribution at a cheap rate. The distribution of 
Funds under heads I and IV was under the supervision of the Divisional Officers and the major 
portion was disbursed by the Famine Divisional Officers. Rev. J. M. Ure of Gooty has undertaken 
to distribute R500 for seed-grain in the Tadpatri taluk and also money-doles to the poor people in 
Gooty taluk. The Tahsildars amidst the hurry of other famine operations showed no less activity 
and helped in no small degree the successful work of the Famine Fund. In order that the relief 
of this Fund might not overlap that administered by Government, the supervision was entrusted to 
the Famine Divisional Officers aided by the Tahsildars on Famine duty. They were in close touch 
with Government relief, and as such have taken ever}- care to prevent the two agencies from over- 
lapping. Moreover, the only branch which required control was the distribution of money-doles to 
respectable and infirm poor. The Fund was mainly administered in the month of May. When 
the Government village relief was introduced in the five northern taluks in the latter half of that 
month, most of the work of relieving the old and infirm was taken up by it, and since that the Famine 
Fund was restricted to the respectable poor. In Penukonda, where Government gratuitious relief 
was not introduced, the Famine Fund of that Division was mainly spent in that taluk. Thus both 
the systems have w-orked together. 

The total allotments received for expenditure in this district under the various heads from the 
Madras Executive Committee are as follow : — 


Head I 
Do. II 
Do. Ill 
Do. IV 


R 

2,100 

Nil. 

6,900 

1,84,000 


Total . 1,93,000 


To this must be added R6 found in excess after payments by the Famine Divisional Officer, 
Anantapur. The total allotment then comes to Ri, 93,006. The total expenditure under various 
heads amounts to Ri, 82,921-14-11 only. The allotment under the several heads made by the 
District Committee to the several Divisional Committees were not adhered to always, but there are 
no great deviations from the purposes for which they were allotted. It was also not known in the 
beginning that the details of information now required in the statement B had to be furnished for 
the amount expended ; and the Divisional Committees were therefore not instructed in the beginning 
about the method of maintaining proper accounts; and it has therefore now become difficult to give 
exact particulars. 

Head J . — In the distribution of Funds, the amount allotted under head I was mainly utilized in 
the supply of clothing to Government relief-workers and the inmates of the kitchens. Very little of 
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the amount has been expended to supplement the ration in kitchens or famine wage on the relief 
works As already noticed, the private charity offered in many of the kitchens m the Head Assistant 
Collector’s Division did not necessitate such expenditure from the Fund, but in a‘ few kitchens of 
Tadpatri taluk and two in the Gooty taluk R55-4-0 were expended for this kind of relief. At the 
instance of the Famine Commissioner, the Famine Divisional Officer, Gooty, purchased 244^ yards 
of black’flannel and distributed to 244 mothers to protect their children from variations of tempera- 
ture- Men under a tropical sun require less clothing than women, and accordingly women’s clothes 
were distributed on a larger scale. The men also had their share, but their wants did not receive so 
much attention owing to smallness of the amount on hand. The grateful and cheerful way in which the 
distribution was received by the recipients can be more interestingly described in the words of the 
Head Assistant Collector, Mr. N. Macmichacl : "The kitchen inmates often complain of insufficiency 
of food; the chronic complaint of the relief-workers is that the wage is quite insufficient to fill their 
stomachs; and ryots who are helped with money to buy seed-grain and cattle often grumble and ask 
for more ; but from the women who had received cloths I have had nothing but gratitude, and their 
faces brightened up wonderfully when they got them. An old man in Dharmavaram kitchen got a 
blanket from me the other evening; he was so pleased with it that he at once cuddled himself up in 
it and went off to sleep.” The general cry, however, is that the allotment under this head was insuffi- 
cient for a general distribution. 

Head II .— The expenditure under head II is very' little, being only R15 paid to two Bengali 
deserted orphans at Guntakal for their conveyance as recommended by the District Medical and 
Sanitary Officer Surgeon-Major Hakeem. The Divisional Officers have been requested to report 
the number of orphans to be provided for from the Famine Fund, and their reports are awaited. 

Head III . — As described above, the distribution under this head was made by the several Sub- 
committees, a few members of which went to villages to enquire into the deserving cases and make a 
proper distribution. The mode of business under this head at Tadpatri was that each Sub-Committee 
member was required to prepare a list of persons deserving relief, and that the lists received from the 
several members were, after scrutiny, passed by the Committee. Thus, without the approval of the 
Chairman, nothing was disbursed in that taluk, The same method has been adopted more or less 
in all the other taluks. The distribution of doles was partly in grain and partly in money only in the 
cases undertaken by the Sub-Committees themselves, and it was in the form of small lump money 
grants in the case of distribution by officers on tour, and it was not possible to dole out grain also. 
Money under this head was, for the most part, spent in relieving the respectable poor and Moham- 
madan Gosha females. The period of relief generally extended from ten days to one month. . This 
relief was given in all the taluks till the latter part of May 1897, when it was taken up by Government 
village relief in the five northern taluks, and this relief was then continued in the Penukonda taluk 
and to a few exceptional cases in other taluks. Care was taken to see that only deserving persons 
were relieved and that those who could in any way receive Government relief were excluded. 
Opportunity was not lost sight of to relieve the fallen Poliagar families of Chendana and Mettur 
called ‘ Dolaru' in the Tadpatri taluk. On this point the Gooty Deputy Collector remarks : “There 
can be no doubt that, but for the timely help from the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, these 
families would have been put up to immense suffering. For I saw the hands and the forearms of 
some of the ladies of these families through holes in windows and doors and found them to be greatly 
emaciated. ” The following facts cited by the Famine Divisional Officer, Gooty, among others, may 
be interesting to the subscribers to the Fund : “ Gangamma who had come to the work (at Muchukota 
of Tadpatri) that morning and who was enceinte wanted to go home as she felt labour-pains. Her 
home was about two miles distant. Another .relief-worker was asked to accompany her home to 
tender any assistance on the way, but they had gone hardly a furlong when Gangamma was delivered 
of a child on the top of a gravel heap newly stocked on the side of the road. Her husband had 
deserted her during the distress. The necessary drugs required and the diet costing R5-6-1 
were purchasedjand given to her. The poor .woman was overcome with fatigue and burst into tears.” 

“ I met a woman named Devakka on the way to the work (Uravakonda). She was very sick 
and apparently unable to walk further and was sitting down exhausted. In reply to my question, 

she said with tears streaming down her eyes that she was delivered of a child two days back, that 

she had nothing to eat on the preceding day, and that, as she would be marked absent and paid, 
nothing, she left the child in a hut and was slowly walking to the work in order to earn the' day’s 
wage and thus appease her hunger. I immediately purchased and gave her a new cloth and also 
rice, etc., which would last her for a fortnight. ” 

“ At Malapuram in Gooty taluk I noticed three orphans. The eldest girl was 13 years of age 
and had a younger sister and brother aged 5 and 3 years, respectively. I was astonished at the 
precacious motherly tenderness and care with which she took care of her sister and brother. When 
I asked her what she wanted, she sobbed and said that she wanted nothing but cloths for her brother 
and sister as they were shivering at night. I purchased and gave them cloths and also a cloth for 
the eldest girl as the cloth she had on was only rags." , 

Other cases of this nature there are to show how usefully the money subscribed to relieve 

suffering humanity was spent. 

Cholera which broke out at Tadpatri recently brought mischief in the families already rendered 
helpless by scarcity. Money from this Fund was also given to deserving cases. 

Head IV . — The amount allotted under head IF was partly expended on the fall of the earlier 
rains in June and secondly on the fall of September rains. The Famine Divisional Officers were' 
instructed first to help the ryots on relieving works to enable them to begin cultivation of their lands. 
Enquiries were therefore made, and many of the ryots, the Head Assistant Collector writes, “ were, 
most unwilling to admit that they had any lands ; some of them thought they were to’ be turned off 
the works, whilst others thought they were to be taken to Bombay to make up for the deficiency in 
th« population there caused by the plague, ” 
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The first distribution was mainly restricted to advances for seed-grain to the ryots owning lighter 
soils (red and mixed). The rate per acre of dry cultivation ranged from 4 to 8 annas. It cannot be 
denied that a portion of this distribution was used for subsistence, as the cessation of rain for about 
nine weeks tended to the withering of the early sowings. The distribution was inopportune, and 
the result could not be foreseen. 


The bulk of the amount was distributed after the heavy rains of September, and it may be safely 
asserted that this amount has been properly used for the purpose intended. It will be seen from 
statement B that 4,295 persons were given advances for cattle. The grants for cattle predominated 
in the later distribution, especially in Tadpatri taluk and Uravakonda Division of the Gooty taluk. 
On the fall of the rains and before the allotment was received for being utilized for advances for 
seed-grain, nearly the whole black cotton tracts which awaited the heavy showers were sown in a 
very short time, and it was therefore considered inexpedient to advance money for seed-grain ; and 
it was on this account that the grants for cattle were greater. To owners of wet fields advances for 
ploughing buffaloes have also been given. The allotment given to Penukonda Division was not 
enough to grant advances for buying cattle, and small sums were therefore given to defray the cost 
of expenses of ploughing fields and manuring, etc. The advance granted for a bull ranged from 
R12 to 25 in mixed soils and R15 to 35 in black-cotton tracts. The price of a buffalo ranged from 
R8 to 12. The advance for seed-grain ranged from 4 to 8 annas per acre. The village officers 
first prepared the list of deserving men from the chitta, it was then checked by the Revenue or Circle 
Inspector or a Sub-Committee member and then by the TahsildaT, occasionally by the Divisional 
Officer. ' 


The vehemence and persistence with which the ryots requested the Divisional Officers for help 
can best be described in the following words of the Gooty Deputy Collector : “ I first tried to send 
them away by kind words and explanations, but without the slightest effect. On the contrary, they 
became more noisy and insolent. They invaded the windows and door ways of my room, shutting 
out the ingress of all fresh air. Their persons and cloths emitted a most offensive smell. Cholera 
was then raging at Tadpatri and the adjoining villages. And there were in the crowd several near 
relations of persons who had recently died of cholera. I was therefore obliged to go out and send 
away the crowd. Directly I came back, the people came in again one by one, and in a quarter of 
an hour the crowd again became unbearable and I had to go out again and again to send them out. 
This had to be repeated the whole day. I may add that on. one night the people refused to go away 
even after nightfall, and remained there the wholenight. I called two police constables to send away 
the crowd. When I got up in the small hours of the morning, I found that the people had returned 
and were either lying down or sitting in the verandah of the taluk cutcherry, in the compound of 
Which I was staying.” 

The Divisional Officer concludes that this work of distribution was the hardest and the mos* 
trying work he was given. This clamouring will testify to the necessity for such kind of help and 
the patience on the part of the officers. The distribution was always attended by a few non-official 
members. The Divisional Officers and Tahsildars have been requested to make confidential en- 
quiries as to how far the purpose for which these advances were granted has been carried out, and 
the results will be included in the final report. 

Village officers frequently tried to make some gain out of this distribution, but the Head 
Assistant Collector states “ that precautions were taken against extortion on the part of the village 
officials, but it is feared that in spite of these, at least 25 per cent, of the money found its way into 
their pockets. Several village officers have been charged with malversation and are now under 
trial. But so long as the village officers exercise as much power over the ryots as they do at present, 
it seems difficult to prevent such extortion. They make the ryots believe that it is their influence 
that has got the ryot the money, and they insist on having their share. It is impossible to help the 
ryot if he will not do something to help himself. ” The Divisional Officer of Gooty also tried to 
prevent such extortions by deputing the Sub-Committee members to prepare the lists on visiting the 
villages and expelling the village officer at the time of distribution. Of course these means must 
have° mitigated the evil practice to some extent, but stil! some of the money filtered down to the 
village officers. 

The only other relief given by the Fund needing mention is the great unique one for the cattle, 
by the establishment of fodder depots at various centres in the district. Owing to the failure of the 
crops in 1896 there was no sufficient stock of fodder. The facility afforded by opening the reserves 
for free grazing, free cutting of grass, etc., was not sufficient. A fodder depflt was therefore opened 
early in May 1897 at Tadpatri. • It was followed by another at Dharmavaram in June, by two more 
in Anantapur and Guntakal in July, and a fifth in Chakariapalle of the Penukonda taluk in August. 
Tho demand for fodder can be estimated by the amount of fodder imported into the district. The 
total sale-proceeds oE ' fodder credited into the several treasuries in the district amount to 
Rn 204-1-4, and the contingencies amounted to R291-2-10. Thousands of cattle have been re- 
vived, and but for this fodder the condition of the cattle would have been much worse. 

It is observed that the allotment to the district under heads I and III was not sufficient, but that 

under head IV it was quite enough. 

To conclude, credit is due to the Famine Divisional Officers, Tahsildars, especially of Tadpatri 
and Gooty, and the following persons for their willing operation in the management of the relief 


M.R.Ry. P. Gesava PUIai Garu 

„ M. Subba Row Garu . . . 

„ P. Sivasankaram Pillai Garu 

„ N. C. Chakravarthi Iyengar Avargal 

„ S. Sesha Sastrulu Garu 
„ M. Lakshminarasimha Sastrulu Garu 
„ A. Abdulkhadar Sahib . . 

„ Chinna Kondayya 
Rev, J. M. Ure ...... 

M.R.Ry. 0 . S. R. Krishnamma, District Munsif 


| Gooty. 

^ Penukonda. 

. | Tadpatri. 


^ Gooty. 
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APPPENDIX No. 16. 


CUDDAPAH DISTRICT. ' 

The following report has been received from the Cuddapah District Committee 

A public meeting was held on, the 24th February 1897 at Cuddapah to organize a District .Com- 
mittee in aid of the Fund. At this meeting Sub-Committees were .organized for each of the divisions 
of the district; later on it was found necessary that each. of the .affected taluks should have a Com- 
mittee of its own and such Taluk Committees were accordingly fprmed. In each Committee .the 
work of organization and direction was in the hands of a small Executive. Committee. 

The mode of operations of these Committees was as follows In the affected area the taluks 
were divided into circles, each circle containing a small number of villages. In these circles 
persons deserving of help' were registered by gentlemen selected for the purpose, whose work was 
checked by two other local members. Thus, before any individual’s name .was accepted fo'r. relief 
the recipient’s status should have been examined by three gentlemen. The' work of distribution 
was in the hands of a panchayai selected for the purpose and approved of by the Divisional 
Officer. That panchayai generally consisted of the village Magistrate of each village and four 
other ryots. Every person approved of by the registering officer and two Sub-Committee members, 
as above, obtained a ticket from the local Secretary. That ticket was actually handed over to the 
.Sub-Committee member concerned who was to give it to the person recommended. The ticket-holden 
had to present the ticket to the panchayai for payments. Thus practically the distributing agency 
was quite distinct from the recommending agency. In the matter of accounts all the money of the 
Fund was credited into the Government treasury, and money was drawn out as occasion arose ; 
when an amount was sent to the villages for distribution, the receipt of the officer was obtained. When 
the amount was paid off at the bi-weekly distributions, every payment was marked oii the ticket 
under the signature of the distributing officer. The total amount paid under the ticket for the 
month was verified by the panchayatdars and the paid-up ticket was returned to the Secretary' at the end 
of the month. The paid-up ticket so returned was accepted.as a voucher for the expenditure in 
respect of the ticket-holder. The paid-up tickets so far as returned by the holders were filed in the 
Sub-Committee offices and are being audited. In every Sub-Committee office a daily cash-book, 
a nominal register of persons helped, and other accounts necessary for check were maintained. Similar 
accounts were maintained by the disbursing officer. r 

There are 187 members on the District Committee. These gentlemen are also members of 
the Committees of the taluks in which they reside. In each taluk there is a small working Executive 
Committee consisting of officials and non-officials, who had the control of the local work.' In 
Cuddapah taluk there are 19 circles. Of these we have given relief in 12 villages. In Proddatur 
taluk the number of circles is 8 with 22 villages helped on the average. Pulivendla and Jammala- 
madugu have 25 and 10 circles, respectively, with 32 and 89 villages helped on the average. 

The monetary aspect of the operations is detailed in the October and November accounts. 

Under head I, the expenditure was mainly devoted to helping persons on Government relief in 
the kitchens with vegetables, castor-oil, &c,, necessaries’ .which were not then' allowed under the 
Famine Code. R948-1-4 were thus advanced. Of this R627-1-0 have been vouched for up’ to '"date. 
From all accounts this expenditure was very welcome to the ’inmates.' It is impossible to state ho w 
many were thus helped, as the relief was extended over a number of kitchens and the expenditure 
was practically small. ” " “ 

The bulk of expenditure directly under the .Committee was under head III. The total . number 
of individuals helped was 12,483. The expenditure was large in the early stages. pf, the famine, and 
as the Government operations, extended the work of the Committee was. narrowed. ■ 

The expenditure under head IV was under the hands of the Collector, who, it is believed, has 
separately sent a report on the same. 

The Committee were enabled to do really beneficial work by .the allotments of cloths. -This 
benefit was largely appreciated as the State does not help the poor. in ’ the same direction. The 
number of people so helped was 8,708. ' ■ 1 ..... 

We regret our report is necessarily meagre. We have not' received as .yet any pf the Sub- 
committee’s reports, but as the Honourable Mr. C. S. Crole is personally .aware of 'the ‘.work "in" this 
district, and as our fortnightly narratives, when the bperation'siwere'in fuil .swing,. fully disclose the 
nature of the work, we have refrained froni entering into details. “ >l '‘ **• - - **.*' •**“' 

The operations of the Committees are .practically over, and as soon. as, the .audit ,noy 1 .going on 
is finished the Committees may cease, 
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APPENDIX No. 17. 


CUDDAPAH DISTRICT. 

Committee”— W ' nS ' S fr ° m * 0t Mr ’ Al C - Tate - Chairman, Cuddapah District 

Organisation of the District Committee and the S u h- Committees. — Under instructions from the 
Madras Committee, I convened a public meeting on the 24th February 1897 at Cuddapah and 
organized a District Committee for the management of the funds. At this meeting a District Com- 
miltee consisting of 187 members and Sub-Committees for each of the four divisions of the district 
were loaned. Later on, it was found that each of the taluks in Jammalamadugu division (forming 
the major portion of the affected area) should have a Committee of its own, besides the Sub-Com- 
mittee for the division. Accordingly, such Committees were formed on 12th March 1897 at Proddatur 
at a meeting of the Sub-Committee under the presidency of M. R. Ry. T. Ranga Row Avargal 
Deputy Collector, Jammalamadugu division. In the District Committee as well as in each of the* 
divisional or taluk Sub-Committees, a small executive Sub-Committee was organized to have direct 
control over the business connected with the funds. Each Executive Committee consisted of the 
President, one or more Secretaries, a Treasurer and some official and non-official members. 

The dates on which the Committees were formed and the number of meetings held by each 
Committee are detailed below • 


Name of the Committee. 




Date on which it was 

No. of meetings 






formed. 

held. 

Cuddapah District Committee 




. 24th Feb. 1897 

26 

Cuddapah Taluk 




. sth Mar, 1807 

5 

Proddatur 




. 12th 

do. 

11 

Pulivendla 




. 1 2 th 

do. 

2 

Jammalamadugu . 




. 12th 

do. 

10 

Madanapalle 




. 4th 

do, 

8 


The mode of operations of these Committees under object III was as follows. In the affected 
area, the taluks were divided into circles, each circle containing a small number of villages. For 
each -village there was a panchayat selected and approved by the Divisional officer to attend to the 
actual distribution of money. In each circle the persons deserving of help were registered by 
gentlemen selected for the purpose, and that work was checked by two other local members of the 
Committee, Thus before any individual name was accepted for relief, the recipient’s status should 
have been examined by three gentlemen. Every person approved of by the registering officer and 
two Sub-Committee members applied for and obtained a ticket from the local Secretary. The ticket 
issued in that person’s favour by the local Secretary was not given to him direct, but sent through 
the gentlemen who originally registered his name to guard against false personation. The person 
who thus received a ticket through the gentleman by whom he was originally recommended had to 
present it to the panchayat of his village (consisting generally of the village Magistrate for that 
village and four other respectable ryots) for payment. Thus practically the distributing agency was 
quite distinct from the recommending agency. In the matter of accounts all the money of the Fund 
lay in the Government treasury ; and money was drawn as necessity arose. When a remittance was 
made to the villages for distribution, the receipt of the members of the panchayat was obtained. When 
the amount was paid at the bi-weekly distributions every payment was marked on the ticket under the 
signature of the distributing officer for a consecutive period, the total amount paid under the ticket for 
the month was verified by the panchayaldars, and the paid-up ticket was returned to the Secretary 
for renewal at the end of the month. The paid-up ticket as returned was accepted as a voucher for 
the expenditure in respect of the ticket-holder for the period to which the ticket related. The paid-up 
tickets, so far as returned by the holders, were filed in the Sub-Committee’s offices and are being 
audited. In every Sub-Committee office a daily cash-book, a nominal register of persons helped, and 
Ta l u l (- Number of Number of other accounts necessary for check were maintained. 

Similar accounts were maintained by the disbursing 
officers. The number of circles into which each 
taluk was divided and the number of villages com- 
prising those circles are given in the margin. 

In the beginning, i.e., before Government undertook to relieve people gratuitously, the operation 
of the Fund was extended to all poor people who were either unable to go to relief works owing to 
infirmity or old age or who being respectable persons were not willing to go to relief works. JBut 
when the Government undertook to relieve gratuitously people, who v ere unable to resort to the relief 
works owing to old age or other physical infirmity, the utilization of the Fund under object III 
•was solely restricted to the respectable poor who being able-bodied were not eligible for gratuitous 
relief from the State. While the Government relieved the destitute people of the working classes 
by means of relief works and by means of gratuitous doles, the Fund under object III was utilized 
in saving the lives of those respectable poor to whom aid could not be extended under the Famine 
Code Thus the relief given from this Fund dovetailed with that given by Government and the one 
did not overlap the other. The operations of the Fund under head I were conducted through the 
Tahsildars of the affected taluks and their subordinate Government officials to whom necessary 
advances were made out of the Fund. The relief was only a supplementary aid to the children. in 
the relief kitchens by Government, both by way of adding vegetables to their diet, which the Famine 
Code did not allow, and by way of supplying necessities for very young children with their nursing 
mothers. 


Cuddapah 
Proddatur • 
Jammalamadugu 
Pulivendla 


circles. 
19 
8 
10 
27 


villages. 
24 
3 S 
54 
7 ° 



* “■ §• statement of the expenditure is appended in the 
Cuddapah . . • • > \f 6 IO margin. No relief was given in this district under 
tammafamadugu* i ^ >°« ° ° object II. The items tp which the expenditure ; under 

Puiivendla i.r & head j we re restricted were as already explained,' 

supplying vegetables and small comforts to the children fed by Government in the relief kitchens- 

necessaries not allowed by the Famine Code. ' - 

Number Amount Under head III, relief was confined to those 

Taluk. relieved. ' already alluded to in the above paragraphs : 12,483 

, . , f on in s persons were thus helped in all, and the total expen- 

PraddUur 1 i i’gli 5,90114 1 diture, of which details are given in the margin, 

jammalamadugu . . 5,021 5,31012 6 was 819,641-6-6. Besides the above a sum of 

Puiivendla . . • • >,977 3 ,'Sj 2 9 r 7 , 663-14-4 as detailed below, was spent by the 

Madanapalle division . . _3>o Committees, in distributing cloths to the desti-' 

Total . 12,483 19,641 6 6 j u te: — '• 


Number 

relieved. 


S a, p, - 

Proddatur taluk . * *, *39 8 o 

Jammalamadugu taluk . . 11 6 

District Committee, Cuddapah 1 > l °Z i° 

Total . 7,663 14 4 

The number of people so helped was 8,708. 

Condition 0/ cattle. — The condition of cattle becomes unsatisfactory with the commencement 
of the hot weather, owing to scarcity of pasture and the dearness of fodder. At the end of May, a 
Fund fodder depfit was opened at Yerraguntla under the advice of the Famine Commissioner ; but 
this depdt did not prove a success there as there was ample fodder in the surrounding; villages, and 
it was subsequently transferred to Muddanur. Experience however soon showed that one depfit was 
quite insufficient to meet the requirements of the four affected taluks. The opening of one depfit at 
Muddanur caused much heart-burning among the ryots who did not happen to live within easy reach 
of Muddanur. Another was therefore opened at Kondapuram in Jammalamadugu taluk in the first 
week of August 1897. During the hot weather, the cattle in'the sub-division taluks suffered much, 
and it was found necessary to open three depfits — one at Kurabalakota, the second at Vnyalpad, and 
the third at Kadiri ; but by the time they were actually opened, pasture sprung up in abundance, 
owing to the heavy rainfall in the second fortnight of August ; and the stock of fodder that was sent 
down to these depfits remained unsold for along time, and steps were therefore taken to sell it by 
auction. The statistics regarding the stock of fodder that was supplied to each of the depfits and 
the quantity sold are not available here, as the details were being reported by the superintendents 
in charge of the dep6ts to the Famine Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 


Relief under Object IV . — Of the landholding classes a great many pattadars have holdings 
only a few acres in extent, the average holding comprising only 6^29 acres of dry, assessed at less 
than one rupee per acre and o'67 acre of wet land. The great majority of this class of petty 
landholders are practically not much better off than the landless labourers and cannot be expected 
to tide over a season of scarcity. When by the advent of rains the distress was subsiding it was 
found necessary to give help to the poorer pattadars, not only to restore such of them as had suffered 
by the distress to their original position, but to enable those whom the hard times had driven on to 
the relief works to start in life afresh. With this object a sum of Ri, 95,000 was granted by the 
Madras Committee for this district, and it was allotted among the various taluks as noted in the 


margin. The bulk of the amount, viz., R 1,40,000 

..Cuddapah 20,000 was allotted to the area recognized as the famine 

3. Proddatur 40,000 tract, while the balance of R5 5,000 was allotted to 

3. jammalamadugu 40,000 the four sub-division taluks where cattle had suffered 

t. Kadiri" a ! ' is, ’000 during the hot weather for want of pasture and fodder 

l! Vayalpad 15,000 to a larger extent even than in the affected tracts. In 

V otl n‘ I5 ' o0 ° the “affected tract” Cuddapah taluk suffered the leasl 

8. Madanapalle . • ,0,000 and w&g therefore gi ven a smaller amount than the 

remaining three taluks, aud for a similar reason the allotment for Madanapalle was smaller by 
R5,ooo than for her sister taluks of the sub-division. 


The lists of recipients for the subdivision taluks were prepared by the Revenue officials under the 
supervision of Mr. E. L. Vaughan, the Sub-Collector, who distributed the allotment for all the fom 
taluks. The distribution in Madanapalle, Royachoti and Vayalpad was commeuced by him on the 
27th October 1897 and continued till the 4th November 1897. The distribution in Kadiri was com. 
menced on the 17th November 1897 and completed on the 20th November 1897. The Sub-Coni' 
mittee's lists formed the basis of distribution in the other taluks, with such modifications, as wen 
found necessary on scrutiny. This subject has been fully reported upon in my note of the i8tl 
November 1897, and I don't consider it necessary to dwell on it here. The allotment of Pulivendh 
taluk, vie., R40,ooo, was distributed by the Deputy Collector, M.R. Ry. Dewan Bahadur K. V 
Lakshmana Rau, who was in special famine charge of that taluk. The balance of Ri, 00,000 relat 
ing to Cuddapah, Proddatur, and Jammalamadugu taluks (except R840) has been distributed b’ 
myself personally, assisted by the Deputy Collector M.R. Ry. M. V. Narayanasami Pillai, M. R. Ry. V 
Krishnamacharlu, my Huzur Sheristadar and the Tahsildars M. R. Ry. G. Naraniah of Cuddapah 
M. R. Ry. A. Katchapeswara Iyer of Proddatur and M. R. Ry, Rao Bahadur S. Pompapathi Sastri 0 
Jammalamadugu. I commenced the distribution in Jammalamadugu on the 20th. September 189' 
and the payments continued for five days, i.e., till the 25th September. The total amount paid on thes 
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six days was 820,305 . In Proddatur I commenced payments on the 28th September 1897 and 
continued it at Mydukur till the 2nd October. I was prevented from staying there further owing to 
prevalence of cholera, to which four of my party succumbed. The total amount paid between the 
28th September and 2nd October was 834,635. In Cuddapah, I paid 85,310 on the 8th October, 
At Yerraguntla, I paid on the 12th October 1897, 83,080 of Proddatur taluk and 812,310 of Cud. 
dapah taluk and further sums, amounting to 81,320, were paid by me at Cuddapah on three days be- 
tween the 13th and 27th October, Between roth and 16th November 1897 I again paid the 
Jammalamadugu and Proddatur ryots at Sankarapuram in Proddatur taluk and Muddanur in 
Jammalamadugu taluk. The amounts paid generally ranged from Rio to 40, In a very few cases 
between R50 and 70 were paid on the recommendation of Sub-Committees. 

My subordinates and myself devoted a great deal of our time to the distribution of this money, 
taking the greatest possible care to avoid all kinds of scandal necessarily attendant upon such chari- 
table distributions in this country. I do not wish to dilate on this subject at great length here, as I 
have already submitted a full note about it on the 18th November 1897, It will be sufficient to note 
here that the time devoted by me personally for work under this head was twenty-three days, during 
which period my Sheristadar and myself had practically' no leisure left for doing other work, as the 
distribution, which was made publicly in the open air, used to last from 7 a. m. to dark with only an 
interval of two hours from 10 a.m., to noon and a second interval of about 15 minutes at 4 p.m. The 
work would not have occupied us so long or have been so troublesome had it not been for the 
prevalence of cholera throughout the affected tract. This fell disease claimed several victims among 
those to whom it was intended to give relief, and the dread of the disease frequently kept either whole 
villages or some of the ryots of villages away from the camps at which I made the distribution. At 
Jammalamadugu one of the proposed recipients was attacked by cholera while waiting in the crowd 
about 30 yards from my seat. All possible aid was at once rendered to him, but he died in hospital 
the same night, and next day large numbers of proposed recipients had gone off in a panic to their 
own villages and had to be paid on later dates. 

It seems unnecessary to refer in detail again here to the controversy mooted by the Reverend 
Mr. Campbell, as the subject-matter has been separately dealt with by me in the note submitted on 
the 28th November 1897, and disposed of by the Madras Committee in its resolutions passed at the 
meeting held on the 29th November 1897. In accordance with one of the resolutions above referred 
to, I have deputed the Deputy Collector of Jammalamadugu division to accompany Mr. Campbell to 
find out cases from whom aid was “ accidentally ” withheld, but I may say again that it was manifest- 
ly impossible to give every poor persona dole of Rio, R20, or R50, and it will be an easy 
task to find more people ready to accept money and whom it will be impossible to class as undeserv- 
ing. No one can pretend to be able to ascertain by a brief enquiry the actual monetary position of 
any ryot. To do so would require protracted enquiry of inquisitorial character, I claim for the 
work of my subordinates the truth of the converse proposition that no rich or well-to-do persons 
have been given any relief from the Fund, and I have not hitherto found it asserted by any person 
that a mistake of this kind has been made. What I personally saw and can vouch for is that all 
money was distributed in a most public manner, so that every one was aware of what was done, and 
I impressed on my subordinates the necessity for using the utmost care in drawing up the lists of 
recipients, and I have the fullest confidence that their lists are in every way admirable ones. 

A sum of R8o,ooo was allotted by the Madras Committee for making grants to weavers, arti- 
zans and craftsmen. The principal industry carried on in this district, especially in the affected 
taluks, is weaving, and as the workers in cotton fabrics generally suffer during distress, I resolved to 
grant the bulk of the allotment to weavers. In Proddatur and Jammalamadugu the Government 
scheme for the relief of weavers at their own trade had been at work for many months and enabled us 
to find out what weavers were really in need of relief. A list of all. weavers on the relief rolls at both 
the centres from the commencement of the relief operations was obtained and adopted as the basis 
of distribution. Front this list I excluded such individuals as had ceased to be borne on Govern- 
ment relief prior to August, as I took that as an indication that they were able to get on without 
Government aid, and were apparently either possessed of sufficient means or were working for the 
local cloth merchants who were exporting cloths to the Bombay Presidency. To each of those who 
were on Government relief continuously from the beginning and were turned off by Government on 
the close of relief operations, or prior to that for other causes not indicating wealth, I gave R30 as 
a valedictory dole. This was the maximum dole given ; but in some cases where the weavers were 
irregular workers or were members of the same family or partners of the same loom reduced grants 
of R20 or 10 were given according to the circumstances of each case. In some cases the weavers 
were exceedingly dilatory in the production of the Government cloths, thus showing that while 
being continued on Government relief they were also working for the local cloth traders. In ap- 
plying this rule every consideration was shown to those whose dilatoriness or other irregularity 
appeared from my enquiry on the spot to have been due to causes beyond their control, 
such as sickness or death of some members in the family or other domestic inconveniences. 
Some of the weavers of the villages of Jammalamadugu taluk, bordering on Tadpatri taluk, 
who first sought relief under the Jammalamadugu scheme, afterwards went over to Tadpatri, 
when the weavers’ relief scheme was started at that station. I got a list of such men 
from Tadpatri and made payments to them and sent a list of such men to the Collector 
of Anantapur in order that they might not receive doles again there. Of the weavers that 
received relief at Proddatur, there were several weavers belonging to the affected villages of Cuddapah 
taluk and they also got doles along with the Proddatur men. In Pulivendla there was no Govern- 
ment weavers’ scheme, and this kind of industry is very insignificant as compared with that carried 
on in Proddatur and Jammalamadugu. There I adopted the list of weavers that were on the relief 
works, prepared by the officers in charge of relief works. Experience however, showed that their^ 
statements were not of much value, and there was no proper and safe means of identifying the 
persons shown in the lists. With the greatest possible care I made payments to some people 
of this taluk also. Another large industry is carried on in brass-making in Vonipenta of Proddatur 
taluk. A list of 66 men employed on this trade and deserving of relief was made by the Tahsildar 
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and they were paid 830 each. The total allotment, amount paid, and the number of ’persons 
benefited, are shown iri the subjoined statement :— 


Taluk. 

Allotment. 

Expenditure. 

Balance.! 

Number of 
recipients. 





8 

R 

8 

R ' 

1. Jammalamadugu . 

. 

• 

. 

) 

( 3,305 

1 

1,940 

2. Proddatur .... 

3. Cuddapah .... 

. 

, 

* 

> 80,000 

\ 16,090 

1 4,000 

j 3»775 

} 780 

4. Pulivendla .... 


* 

* 

) 

L. 2,830 

) 

>54 






76,225 

3.775 

2,874 


The distribution of the amount under head F was made by me in person, assisted by my sub. 
ordinates, and the period occupied in actual distribution was eleven days. The balance in hand 
under this as well as under head C, vis., 84,615, will be left over till the result of the enquiry 
ordered in compliance with the resolution of the Madras Committee on the 29th November, is known. 

In concluding this note, I desire to express my high appreciation of the disinterested labours of 
M.R.Ry. T. M. Muniswami Aiyar Avargal, Pleader of Cuddapah, who was one of the Honorary 
Secretaries of the District Executive Committee, He has' been indefatigable in his labours through- 
out and on his shoulders the brunt of the Committee’s work fell. He was ably assisted by his Joint- 
Secretary M.R.Ry. A. S. Vaithenatha Aiyar, Headmaster, Cuddapah' High School, but from the 
nature of the duties of the latter gentleman and from his inability to tour, the great bulk of the work 
fell to the lot of M.R.Ry. Muniswami Aiyar, and he discharged it most ably and willingly. 


APPENDIX 18. • 


MALABAR DISTRICT. 

The following are extracts from a very full and able Report from the Malabar District 
Committee : — 

L— The Collection of Subscriptions. 

Committees formed. — In accordance with the circular of the 18th February 1897 issued by the 
Provincial Famine Committee, Madras, a public meeting was held at Calicut on the 6th March, with 
the District Judge, Mr. H. H. O’Farrell, in the chair ; and an influential District Committee was 
formed to co-operate with the Provincial Committee in raising subscriptions in aid of the Famine 
Fund and, if necessary, administering the Fund. The Divisional Officers of Malabar were then 
requested to arrange for the formation of Sub-Committees, with the result that eighteen Sub-Co,m- 
mittees soon came into existence, in the ten taluks of the district, the head-quarters of nearly every 
Sub-Magistrate and Sub-Registrar being represented by a Sub-Committee. 

Appeals for Subscriptions. — Printed subscription lists and appeals for subscriptions in English 
and Malayalam were freely circulated through the various Sub-Committees. Several members of 
the District Committee and of the Sub-Committees kindly undertook the circulation of lists among 
their friends. Lists and appeals were circulated by the District Committee through the heads of 
various offices among their subordinates and through the Heads of Schools and Colleges among 
their staff and pupils. Heads of Departments, like the Assistant Commissioner of Salt and Abldri 
Revenue, the Executive Engineer, and the Superintendent of Post Offices, kindly undertook the 
circulation of the District Committee’s lists among their subordinates throughout the district. The 
District Committee insisted on every such list being returned to the. local Secretary after, circulation. 

Receipts how vouched. — It was ruled that a consecutively numbered printed receipt must be 
granted to every subscriber on receipt of his subscription. Every time a remittance was made by a. 
Sub-Committee, the Secretary of such Sub-Committee was required to forward to the Secretary of the 
District Committee a complete list of the names of the gentlemen from whom the subscriptions were 
collected. The District Committee discouraged the entries of lump amounts as collections made by 
particular individuals and insisted on the name of every subscriber being specifically entered in the 
list, however small his subscription. Consolidated lists of the names of all the subscribers were regu- 
larly published in the District Gazette and occasionally in the local English and Vernacular news- 
papers. Spare copies of these complete lists of subscribers were printed in the District Press and 
freely circulated through the members of the various Committees. Every possible means was thus 
taken to satisfy the subscribers that every anna paid had been duly credited in the accounts of the 
District Committee. 

The Committees.— The Collector and his Revenue subordinates, while strongly sympathising with 
the movement and rendering us all the aid we sought for, abstained from taking any active part in the 
raising of subscriptions ; this work was left mainly, in the hands of non-officials or of Government ser- 
vants belonging to departments other than the Executive. When the time came for administering relief, 
the Collector, Mr. G. W. Dance, readily agreed to become Chairman of our Committee and placed at 
our disposal the services of his subordinates for administering the funds allotted for local relief. 
While the Revenue officials and our Local Committees cordially co-operated throughout the whole 
period, our Local Committees were made responsible for the collections and the Revenue officers were 
made responsible for the administration of relief, the collecting and spending agencies being thus kept 
disdinct. 
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II. — The Relief of Distress. 

Malabar is a narrow strip of land, about 150 miles long from north to south, situated on the 
maritime side of the Western Ghauts. It embraces an area of 5,585 square miles with a population of 
two millions and a half. 

The south-west monsoon regularly bursts on this coast about the beginning of June, the rains 
continuing till October. But for the Western Ghauts on the one side and the Arabian Sea on the 
other side and the consequent regularity of the south-west monsoon, the porous soil of Malabar could 
not be so productive as it is. But it so happens that this monsoon is not an unmixed blessing to the 
poorer classes. It is just during these monsoon months of July, August and September that the 
poorer classes find it hard to obtain sustenance. The ports are then closed, and the shipping trade, 
which is then slack, throws a number of labourers out of work. The harvesting of the first rice crop, 
known as the Kanni crop, begins only in September. The rice crops on the ground are then suffi- 
ciently advanced to require only a very small amount of attention from out-of-door labourers. The 
stores reserved from the previous season's crops are then at the lowest ebb. To add to these, they 
are the months most injurious to the health of the poor. Their huts are too poorly built to afford them 
sufficient protection from the damp and cold_o£ these wet months. 

Malabar never produces grain enough for home consumption. Though the district exports some 
rice, it imports a much larger quantity. The famine in other parts of India largely diminished the 
usual importations this year, while famine prices elsewhere induced a larger export of rice and 
reduced the slender savings from previous crops. This state of things did not make itself felt till the 
south-west monsoon began, the ports got closed, and the annual slack season commenced. High 
prices became the order of the day, the ruling prices being higher than the normal rates from the 
beginning of the year. The warning rates were reached by the 1st May and scarcity rates by the 
end of July. Throughout August, the prices were higher than the scarcity rates, while in September 
they became a little easier. The October prices were the same as those of May, i.e., higher than the 
warning rates. 

Barring a little ragi grown in Wynaad and harvested in November, rice is practically the only 
food-crop grown and consumed in the district. Unless and until rice became cheap, distress was 
bound to be widespread. High prices, wet months, and poor huts combined to undermine the health 
of the labouring classes and to increase the ravages of cholera, which accounted for over 5,000 deaths 
in July and over 10,000 deaths in August. There was an increase in the number of applicants pres- 
sing for admission as in-patients, who were suffering more from the effects of starvation than from any 
actual disease. 

The reality and the acute nature of the distress are best testified to by the fact that at various 
centres private individuals collected subscriptions and distributed rice and cooked food-doles even 
before the Famine Committee started relief operations. Such relief operations began on a small scale 
at Calicut in the middle of June, gradually extended to other parts of Malabar, and continued till 
August. 

Early in August, the District Committee resolved to continue and extend the relief 
operations that had been started and so successfully carried on by private gentlemen in various 
parts of Malabar. The Provincial Committee was good enough to promise an allotment equal to 
the amount of local subscriptions that we should be able to collect for local relief. This condition 
proved a very strong incentive to the collection of local subscriptions, and the appeal for such 
subscriptions was cordially and readily responded to by the public of Malabar. Allotments were made 
from time to time to the Revenue Divisional Officers of the district, who kindly undertook to administer 
the funds. It was left to the Divisional Officer to decide what portion of the moneys placed at his 
disposal should be allotted by him to the different centres in his Division that appeared to require 
relief. He was requested to act in consultation with the Famine Sub-Committees of his Division. The 
actual granting of relief was entrusted by the Divisional Officers to Tahsildars, Deputy Tahsildars, 
Sub-Registrars, Medical Officers, Municipal Chairmen, and in some cases to merchants and other 
private gentlemen. 

The relief granted was mostly in the shape of cooked food-doles or rice-doles once a day. This 
form of relief was found to be the most suited and served to improve the health of the district. As 
a rule, tickets were issued to the old, the infirm, and the poor, and rice or cooked food was distributed 
by other gentlemen to the ticket-holders on the production of their tickets. Sanitary Inspectors were 
empowered to issue tickets to the poor in cholera-stricken houses, and Medical officers were empowered 
to issue tickets to out-patients who were found to be suffering from the effects of starvation. When 
the Committee’s operations were begun in British Cochin, there was at first a rush of the poor from 
the Native State of Cochin. A representation was at once made to the Dewan, with the result that he 
arranged for the granting of relief in His Highness’s Dominions also. 

- Cheap grain shops were started in British Cochin and maintained for two months from subscrip- 
tions specially collected for the purpose ; and rice was sold to the workmen at a rupee per bag less 
than the market price. 

The only other form of relief granted in Malabar was in the shape of relief works in Ernad and 
Cochin. The work consisted in the construction of a new road in Cochin and another in Ernad and 
the repair of four old roads. The materials for the new road were supplied gratis by the Vicar-Gene- 
ral of Cochin out of the ruins of a church that had fallen. The materials for the repair of the old 
roads were dug up by the coolies employed ; no materials were purchased, while some of the materials 
dug up but unused were sold and the proceeds placed to the credit of the Famine Fund. The pressure 
on the Famine Fund was to a certain extent lightened by the utilization of the budget allotment of 
some of the Municipalities and Taluk Boards for the repair and construction of roads. 

As a rule, no money-doles for the purchase of food were granted. In certain places, the rice- 
doles were supplemented by small money-doles of one, two, or three pies for the purchase of condi- 
ments. 

In most places, the granting of relief ceased with the close of September, while in a few places, 



422 

it continued till the middle or the close of October. In Wynaad, for instance, it was not possible to 
close operations earlier than the 31st of October, as the harvesting season does not commence in that 
taluk before November. • . 

Calculating as a single unit every individual relieved, whether for a single day or for months, it 
is found that relief has been granted to 33,906 individuals. The number of individuals in receipt of 
relief began with 450 in June, rose to 2,000 early in July, and to 5,499 about the end of July ; the 
number rose to 7,600 in August, and reached the maximum, 19,746, about the close of August. The 
price of rice had meanwhile gradually risen, from 9' 1 3 seers per rupee in June, to 8^49 seers and 7-98 
seers in July and to 7-35 seers about the end of August. Prices began to fall early in September 
declining from 7-59 to 871 seers in September, and to 9:58 seers about the end of October. The 
numbers in receipt of relief accordingly fell to 13,205 early in September, and to 7,676 about the end 
of that month, and declined in October-to 5,009 and finally to 444. 

It was not deemed necessary to elect an Honorary Accountant, as suggested in the Central 
Committee’s Circular X Q, as the Honorary Secretary of the District Committee undertook to be in 
charge of the accounts and the statistics, as well of the correspondence and the general management. 

The Committee cannot conclude this report of their work without thankfully acknowledging the 
ready and sympathetic support of Mr. G. W. Dance, the Collector, who not only recognised the 
necessity for relief even before the District Committee formally applied to the Madras Committee for 
an allotment, but himself started relief operations from local subscriptions in portions of Ponridni 
taluk. While leaving the control in our hands, he cheerfully placed the services of his subordinates 
at our disposal for administering our funds. We are thankful to acknowledge that he neither kept 
aloof nor so much as desired to fetter our free action. - 

We also wish to place on record our appreciation of the indefatigable energy and industry displayed 
by our Secretary Mr. K. Subramani Aiyar, b.a., l.t., a.s.a.a., who devoted his few leisure hours to the 
administration of this Fund. 
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FORM B. 





form 

madras 

STATEMENT showing details of relief operations from 

Number of persons relieved, 


OBJECT I. 


A. — Clothing, blankets, etc., to persons in receipt op 
Government relief, whether in poor-houses, kit- 
chens, OR OUTSIDE. 

(>) number of persons, to whom articles of clothing or 
blankets were given • — 

(a) the articles being sent from England . . No, 

(b) ditto. provided by the Provincial 

Committee 

(c) the cloth or articles being purchased by the 

Local Committee or Sub-Committees, or 
by gentlemen provided with funds by the 
Local Committee 


Total number of persons 

Note. — 

(1) expenditure on clothing, blankets, etc., under R 

(c) above 

(2) how much of (1) was spent in purchasing from 

weavers 

(3) how much from petty shop-keepers . . . „ 

(4) how much in buying from large cloth-dealers . „ 

B. — Other expenditure in poor-houses or kitchens. 

(ii) provision of “ comforts ” in Government poor-houses — 

(а) cost of milk-supply 

(б) purchase of lime juice and other comforts . „ 

(c) money distributed for purchase of additional 

food 

(d) other expenditure (with details) — 

castor oil, vegetables, etc 


C. — Other expenditure on persons in receipt of 

Government relief^outside poor-houses. 

(ii) Supplementing the Government dole in gratuitous 
relief— 

(a) Total amount so expended . . . , r 

(b) Period during which it was expended , . Days. 

(c) Total number of payments made . , . No'. 

(d) Average number per month or fortnight (accord- 

ing as the dole was monthly or fortnightly) 
of persons whose dole was increased . . 

(Hi) providing meals for children or aged and infirm 
persons about relief works — ■ 

(a) Total amount so expended . . . . R 

D. — Other relief under heading “Object I” — such as 

assistance to wanderers, sending them to Relief Works or 
to their own villages. Grants made to poor people out 
of relief officers’, imprests. 

.Workers prevented by sick- \ Period of expenditure . Days, 
ness from attending Relief 
Works, grants to persons 

before admission on works Amount of expenditure . R 
or Government grain doles, 
and to mothers with infants 

and sick children on Relief Number of persons relieved No, 
Works. / 



| Number of persons relieved No. 


Total under Object I 


OBJECT II. 


Period of expenditure Days. 

A 1*. J 


rerioa 01 expenditure 

Conveyance of orphans to ■' Amount of expenditure 
-their homes. Number of nercrmc «!!« 


Money doles 


Number of persons relieved No. 

5 Period of expenditure Days. 
Amount of expenditure R 
Number of persons relieved No. 


(ii) number of orphans to whom clothes were given— 

(°) the articles being sent from England 

(6) ditto provided by the Provincial Committee 


8,411 2 0 
82 14 o 
1,810 13 10 


15 th Sejjt. to 31st 3 to 6 months. 
6,914 10 6 .1,534 0 0 


Two fortnights 
44 8 7 
159 
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B. 

PRESIDENCY. 

the commencement up to Slst October 1897 . 


printed in antique type. 


Cuddapah. 

Anantapur. 

Kurnul. 

Malabar. 

Total. 

\ 

Remarks. 

::: 

18 

572 

... 

... 

... 

1,15 

6 

... 

1,12 

7 1,45! 


12,46 



1,14 

5 2,024 

... 

13,62C 


**. 

1 032 4 0 

1,849 1 9 

... 

J5.499 1 7 

- 

... 

... 

... 

265 13 5 
54 2 15 7 
22 3 7 0 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


976 13 4 

... 


. »« 

976 13 4 


97 0 13 4 

... 

... 

... 

976 13 4 


... 

... 

, 57 .7 8 

2 days to 2 months 
9 

7461 13 6 

5 mons. & 20 days 
12 

... 

7,519 5 2 


HI 

... 

835 

... 

2,220 

... 

... 

... 

3,055 

... 


Ill 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

8,448 10 6 


... 

... 

... 

... 

5,233 


... 

... 



36,236 2 2 



_ 15 0 0 j 

Bengali orphans J 

... 

... { 

15 0 0 

2 


Ml 

IH 

... 

... 

... 

- 

... 

... 

... { 

... 

Two fortnights 

44 8 7 

159 

... 

» n 




Gan jam. 

Vizagapatam. 

Godavari, 

, Bellary, • 

(c) the doth or articles being purchased by the Local „ 

Committee or Sub-Committee or by gentle- 
men provided with funds by the Local Com- 
mittee. 

Amount expended R 


39 

9 15 0 


... 

. Ml 

Total under Object II 

... 

— 

••• 

, ... 

OBJECT III. 





A. Supply of clothing to respectable poor, not in 

receipt of Government relief. 

(»') Number of persons to whom articles of clothing 
were given — 

{a) the articles being sent from England . No. 

\b) ditto provided by the Provincial Com- 

mittee 

(c) the clbth or articles being purchased by the 

Local Committee or Sub-Committees, or 
by gentlemen provided with funds by the 

Local Committee „ 


... 

768 

... 

. M 

... 

Total number op persons 

••• 

768 

... 

»* * 

Note. — 

(1) expenditure incurred under (c) above . . R 

(2) how much of (1) was spent in purchasing from 

^ weavers ........ 

(3) how much from petty shop-keepers . , . „ 

(4) how much from large cloth-dealers . . . „ 

(ii) number of persons, if any to whom money was 

given to enable them to buy clothing , . No. 

Amount to be given 8 

hi 

in 

717 15 2 . 

717 15 2 

986 

636 14 0 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

C. — Grain or cooked food doles to respectable poor— 
(i) period during which this relief was given . 

... 

3 months . 

. i 

... 

Ml 

(ii) number (average, if necessary) of persons in 

receipt of doles , . . ' . , . No. 

(iii) rates of the doles 

... 

2,503 

if seer for adults: 
and f for juve- 
niles. 

• M 

Ml 

Ml 

... 

(iv) at what intervals given , . , , 

... 

Once a week. 

M* 


(v) amount expended R 

1 

... 

546 7 0 

... 

Ml 

D. — Money doles to respectable poor for pur- 
chase OF FOOD — 

(i) period during which this relief was given . . 

30th May to 
31st October. 

Average of 

5 months. 

Ml 

6 to 7 months , 

(ii) number (average, if necessary) of persons in 

receipt of doles No. 

29,404 

72.181 

III 

3,727 

(iii) rates of the doles 

if anna for 
adults and 

A to 1 anna 
for children 
subject to a maxi- 
mum of R5 a 
month to a 
family. 

6 annas adults 
and 4 annas 
juveniles. 

Ml 

" Ml 

(iv) at what intervals given 

Some a week; 
some a fort- 
night and 

others monthly. 

Once a week 

M< 

III 

(v) amount expended g 

13-745 2 3 

25,486 14 6 

... ■ 

7,008 15' 7 

E.— Cheap grain-shops— 

(1) Number and localities of grain-shops . , No. 

HI 


8 - 

in 

(2) Period during which relief was given . 

(3) Net amount expended from the Fund diirimj 

that period , R 

Ml 

III 1 

Ml 

III 

1st May to 10th 
October. 

5-146 15 6 

•11 • V . 


N, B.~ Anantapur— No regular distribution has been made. In some cases lump sums- 
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Cuddapah. 

Anantapur. 


... 



... 

302 

6 

7,991 

11 

8,293 

17 


7.635 2 4 


Kurnul. 


Malabar. 


Total. 


Remarks. 


9 '5 o 


356 7 7 


Ml 


411 


8 

II o o 


I to 6 months 


12,416 


i§ anna an adult 
and 9 pies children 
subject to £ rates 
when more than 
two in a family. 


Daily at first and 
bi-weekly after- 
wards. 


19,632 1 6 


4 days in May 


32 

n£ pies for adults 
and half for 
children. 


4 days consecu 
tively. 

5 13 11 


May and June 


5,225 


435 1 5 
■ 435 i" S 

• it 

• •• 

60 days , 


6 

302 

9,121 


9,489 


Vide foot-note 


Between 10 to 30 
days. 


5>438 23 of 
which 1,580-13-8 
distributed in 

kind. 


15th June to 31st 
October, from 3 
months at some 
centres to 14 
weeks at others. 

1,500 32,084 

As a rule 12 ounces, 


8,788 2 11 


„ 994 

647 14 o 


Daily , 
1,162 9 4 

3 to 5 months 


. Once a day 
19,189 3 o 


I A week at one 
centre and two at 
another. 


• 66 I 20 families that 
suffered from 
cholera. 


36,119 


Smallest dole £, largest 4 of * 

were in some centres supple 
mented by money doles of 1,2,0 

so P forth. r the purchase of sa 't anc 


20,904 1 7 


R 2 to 10 a month i£ to ij , 


123,019 

plus 20 families in 
Malabar. 


Monthly 


• Once a day 


1,924 6 1 plus 
1,000 o o spent 
in the Bhagana- 
patie State* 


13 2 o The 
money doles were 
replaced by grain 
when the District 
Committee heard 
of the money doles, 
3 


I September 
October. 

636 4 


and 

6 


74,248 12 1 


5,783 4 o 


* As follows 

M° th j 351 P^sons 497 m ^ 

coSgt'S, 620 ;• « ■ I 

” 043 
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s 


(4.) Excess of privileged rate over market rate (in 
* seers or lbs. per rupee) . 


(5) Average number of persons relieved during each 
month of the period 


F.— Other Relief under heading “ Object III”— 
r Period of expenditure 

(a) Railway fare to travel-] Amount of expenditure . R 
lers. C Number of persons relieved No. 


( 5 ) Conveying sick to Hos- 
pital. 


(c) Accouchement expenses 


{ 

{ 


Period of expenditure 
Amount of expenditure . R 
Number of persons relieved No. 

Period of expenditure . 
Amount of expenditure . R 
Number of persons relieved No. 


(d) Construction of a road \ 

with materials sup- ] Period of expenditure 
plied by a private I 
gentleman, and re- > 

pairs of old roads l Amount of expenditure . R 
with materials dug ] Number of persons relieved No, 
up in Cochin. ' 


M 


Construction of a road 
in Ernad. 


s 


Period of expenditure 

Amount of expenditure . R 
Number of persons relieved No. 


Total under Object III 


OBJECT IV. 

A. — Provision op employment to professional 

WORKMEN. 

(if) Assistance t'n providing materials for -work to be sold by 
the workers — 

(а) nature of employment assisted 

(б) number of people supplied with materials . No. 

(c) cost of such materials . . . . . R 

(d) number of people who received money gifts . No. 

e) amount of such gifts . . , . R 


B. — Assistance towards rebuilding or reparing 
op houses. 

(t) number of people assisted No. 

(ii) causes of destruction of houses (fire, want, etc.) , 

(iii) amount expended R 


C. — Assistance where only money grants have been 

GIVEN BY PROVISION OP CATTLB, SEED-GRAIN, ETC., TO 
CULTIVATORS— 


(i) number of cultivators assisted— . . No. 

(ii) (roughly) how many for purchase or hire of 

cattle alone „ 

ditto ditto of seed-grain 

alone . „ 

ditto for fodder subsistence of cattle alone . „ 

ditto • ditto cultivator and 

family alone „ 

ditto wages to labourers alone . , ' „ 

ditto for more than one of the above objects . „ 

(iii) amount of gifts made ..... R 

(iv) (roughly) how much for purchase of cattle . „ 

ditto ditto seed-grain . „ 

ditto subsistence of cattle . „ 

ditto ditto cultivator and 

family . „ 

ditto wages to labourers . „ 

ditto for more than one of the above objects . „ 

Unclassified expenditure under this head . 


Ganjam. • . 

Vizagapatam. 

Godavari, 

Bcllary,, 

... 

... 

4 seers min. 

8 „ max. 

Ml 



53,540 

III 


• • • 

Ml 

Ml 

••• 

• II 

Ml 

««* 


• • • 

••• 

lit 

. « . 

... 

Ml 

• •• 

• • • *■ • . 

... 

»«< 

Ml 

Ml 


II* 

*«« 

••• 

... 

» • • 

• •• 

• •• 

Ml 

... 

*•1 

•«« 

•*« 

•*« 

... 

Ml 

Ml 

III 

»•« 

Ml 

•»» 


... 

• •» 

Ml 

71 

* 

Ml 

1*. 

Ml 

142 12 0 

258 

Fire and want. 

Ml 

• •• 

*»* 

. 

III 


718 6 0 


• I. 

12,479 

50,135 

1,352 

. . . 28,394 

7 

3,336 

1 

' 1,860 

12,472 

in 

35,336 

1,351 

12,500 
. . li , 03 i 


503 

Ml 

•«l 


10,906 

... 

• M 


54 

••• 

I*. 

42,427 6 0 

1,04,873 8 6 

2,781 12 O 

1,24,986 14 0 

5 + 0 0 

22,635 0 0 

12 O O 

39,691 O 0 

42,373 <5 0 

60, 559 3 0 

2,769 12 O 

32.534 0 0 


... 


52,761 14 0 

Ml 

504 0 0 

III 

II. 

... 

21, on 13 6 

• •• 

Ml 


163 8 0 

»M 

Ml 

Ml 

♦ ‘ 



‘ 



Otiddapah. 


May to July 
M 4 o 
8 

July 

loo 

1 

July and August 
4 5 1 
1 


1,41,870 o o 


1,73,688 11 o 
44,858 o o 
76,193 3 o 


52,637 8 o 
4,087 7 4 


33 

Fire 

99 o o 


81,840 13 g 
20,327 o o 
63,972 6 4 
541 7 5 


In seers of 80 tolas 
per rupee. One 
rupee per bag 
cheaper than the 
market rate, min. 
•84 max. ro3. 
September 1,463 
October 128 


26th August to 
2nd October. 

884 1 7 

281 


20th September 
to 13th October. 
240 o o 





Canjam. 


Vizaeapatam. 


Godavari, 


Bollary, 


D —Assistance to Cultivators by grants in kind— 

‘ ( it ) Seed— 

' (i) Quantity of seed purchased .... No. 

(ii) Price of ditto . . . . R 

(iii) Number of cultivators amongst whom distri- 

buted ....... No, 


( iii ) Fodder— 

(a) Net expenditure on fodder bought from 
Government and sold at cheap rates or given 
away ........ 

(5) Net expenditure on fodder received from 
Provincial Committee or locally purchased 
and sold at cheap rates or given away . . 


F.— Other expenditure under heading "Object IV" — 

I Period of expenditure . . 

Amount of expenditure . . R 

Number of persons relieved > , No, 

Total under Object IV. 


I Establishment . . . 

Postage ..... 
Telegrams .... 

Office and contingent expenditure 

Printing 

Stationery .... 
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Honorary Secretary * 
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HENRY BEAUCHAMP, 

Honorary Secretary, 

Madras Provincial Committee, Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund- 







433 

FORM D 


INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF MADRAS. 

Statement of Receipts of the District Committees working wider the Provincial Committee 
from the commencement of the Fund to the 16th December 1897. 


RECEIPTS. 







Column 1. 

Column 2. 

Column 3. 

Column. 4 

Column 5. 


Names of Districts. 


Opening 

Balances. 

local subscriptions 
for the distriot. 

Remittances from 
Provincial nud 
other Pnnd Com- 
mittees. 

Other Recoipts, 
Miscellaneous. 

Total Receipts. 

1 

Ganjam . 



• 

8 a . p . 

8 a . p . 

8 

63,250 

a . 

0 

P - 

0 

8 a . p . 

8 

63,250 

a . 

0 

P - 

0 

2 

Vizagapntam 



# 

... 

... 

1,43,168 

8 

0 

... 

1,43,168 

8 

0 

8 

Godavari . 



i 


162 0 0 

18,000 

0 

0 

... 

18,162 

0 

0 

4 

Dellary 




... 

... 

3,70,500 

0 

0 


3,70,500 

0 

0 

5 

Cuddapab 





••• 

3,06,500 

0 

0 

«•« 

3,06,500 

0 

0 

6 

Anantapur 





o 

o 

1,93,000 

0 

0 

6 0 0 

1,93,010 

0 

0 

7 

Kurnool , 

• 




• « a 

2,22,700 

0 

0 

8 0 6 

2,22,708 

0 

6 

8 

Malabar . 

• 

• 


... 

14,418 9 2 

8,500 

0 

0 

140 12 5 

23,059 

5 

7 



Totals 

a 

• 

... 

14,584 9 2 

13,25,613 

8 

0 

154 12 11 

13,40,852 

! 

14 

1 


HENRY BEAUCHAMP, 

Honorary Secretary, 

Madras Provincial Committee , Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 


FORM E. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF MADRAS. 

Statement of Expenditure of the Distinct Committees working under the Provincial 
Committee from the commencement of the Fund to the 15th December 1897. 

PAYMENTS. 


_ 

Naueb of 
Dibteicte. 

Column 1. 

Column 2. 

Column 3. 

Column 4. 

Column 5, 

Column 6. 

Column 7. 

Column 8 

UnderObject 

Under 
Object 33. 

Under Object 

in. 

Under Object 

rv. 

Miscellane- 

ous. 

Total 

Expenditure. 

Closing 

balances. 

Total. 



8 a . p . 

R a , p . 

8 a . p . 

8 a . p 

8 a . p 

8 a . p . 

8 a . p . 

8 a . p . 

1 

Gan jam . 

1,616 1 6 

... 

14,387 12 2 

43,081 0 0 

447 11 4 

59,631 9 0 

3,718 7 0 

63,250 0 0 

2 

Vizagapatam 

631 0 0 

341 7 7 

29,760 3 0 

1,11,447 10 6 

210 10 7 

1,42,290 15 8 

872 8 4 

1,43,163 8 0 

3 

Godavari . 

9,773 4 10 

... 

5,146 15 6 

2,781 12 0 

... 

17.7C2 0 4 

459 15 8 

18,162 0 0 

4 

Bellary 

11,967 1 2 


7,008 15 7 

3,30,900 S 3 

262 11 8 

3,60,129 4 8 

20,370 11 4 

3,70,600 0 0 

6 

Cuddapab. . 

976 13 4 

... 

27,337 8 10 

2,70,425 0 0 

1,338 3 3 

3,00,077 9 5 

6,422 6 7 

3,06,500 0 0 

6 

Anantapur 

1,624 0 0 

16 0 0 

6,609 7 3 

1,83 668 15 11 

104 1 2 

1,90,821 8 4 

2,188 7 8 

1,93,010 0 0 

7 

Kurnool 

9,7C8 13 4 

... 

4,522 0 10 

1,86,791 12 2 

542 1 7 

2,00,614 11 11 

22,093 4 7 

2,22,708 0 6 

8 

Jlalabar . 

... 

... 

20,962 11 1 


337 7 6 

21,300 2 7 

1,759 3 0 

23,059 6 7 


Totals . R 

36,236 2 2 

356 7 7 

1,14,G35 10 3 

11,27,996 10 10 

f3,242 15 1 

12,82,467 13 11 

*57,885 0 2 

13,40,352 14 1 


» Bnpoos 362-11-0 of tills amount haring boon remitted to tho Provincial Committee, the total district balances should he reckoned as 5157,522-5-2 
t In addition to this amount tho stun of R916-7-11 was expended by various non-working Committees in tho Madras Presidency in tho collection 
of subscriptions. 

HENRY BEAUCHAMP, 

Honorary Secretary, 

Madras Provincial Committee, Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund. 
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D. P. MASSON, Esquire, 


AND 


> Joint 'Honorary Secretaries, 


C. H. ATKINS, Esquire, ) 


Punjab Executive Committee, Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund, 1897, 

Lahore. 


The CHAIRMAN, 

Punjab Executive Committee, Indian Famine 

Charitable Relief Fund, 1897, 
Lahore . 

Dated Lahore , January 1898. 


Sir, 

have th e honour to submit our Report on the working of the Punjab 
Executive Committee up to the end of October 1897, This has been prepared 
n accordance with paragraph 9 of the Central Committee’s Circular No. X. O., 
lated 1 6th September 1897. 

The Report has been delayed by non-receipt of reports from several District 
Committees. We have thought it advisable to print the Report in order that 
:opies may be circulated to the members of the Committee before it comes be- 
ore them for formal consideration. The Report consists of three parts : the 
irst, introductory ; the second, dealing with the working of the Provincial Com- 
nittee ; and the third, with the working of the Local Committees appointed in 
:onnection with, or affiliated to, the Provincial Committee, 

Statem The minutes of our Committee’s meetings, and the statements, prepared in 
Concordance with the instructions of the Central Committee, will be found as 
Appendices to this Report. 


We have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servants, 
D. P. MASSON, 

C. H. ATKINS, 


Joint Honorary Secretaries. 
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THE INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND. 


Report to the Chairman by the Joint Honorary Secretaries, 
Punjab Executive Committee. 


Part I.— INTRODUCTORY. 


i. The British Province known as the Punjab is a tract of country eompris- 
. .. , . „ • ing an area of a little over one hundred thousand 

square miles with a population of about 21 million 
souls. It lies in the extreme north-west of India and is bounded on the north- 
east, north and north-west by the Himalayas and the Sulimans, on the east 
by the" North-West Provinces, on the south by the Native States, Bahawalpur 
and the Bikanir. 


2. It has a normal cropped area of about 10 million acres in the kharif or 
autumn harvest,, and about 13 millions in the rabi or spring harvest. Of this 
about 30 per cent, is irrigated. Probably no country of the same extent has 
the same means of irrigation as the Punjab enjoys in its six large rivers — in fact 
as now constituted the Punjab derives irrigation from the Jumna also in addition 
to its own six rivers, — and the numerous canals issuing from them. 

3. The irrigation is, however, not equally distributed. Of the six divisions 
into which the Province is divided, Delhi has 1 1 per cent, of its cultivated area 
irrigated, Jullundur has 26 per cent., Lahore 57, Rawalpindi 31, Peshawar 35 
and Derajat 41. So that the Delhi Division is very much more dependent on 
rainfall than any other, and consequently its cultivation is more precarious. 
The Delhi Division also stands apart from the rest of the Province in that three 
of its districts, Hissar, Rohtak and Gurgaon have a much larger normal area 
under kharif than under rabi crops, whereas in the rest of the Punjab the spring 
crop is the more important. In Hissar the former is more than double the 
latter, and therefore Hissar is particularly affected by a failure of the kharif 
harvest. As two out of the three bad harvests that preceded the time of 
distress were kharif harvests, the calamity was felt by Hissar more than by any 
other district. 


4. From the reports of the Director of Land Records and Agriculture it 
Seasons preceding the time of appears that the bad harvests, the recurrence of 

distress. which ended in the famine, began, in the Punjab, 

in 1895. The spring harvest of 1895 was on the whole a good one. The 
area cropped was above the normal and the outturn was an average one. 

5. The autumn crop was a bad one. The cropped area was 1 5*5 per cent, 
below the normal, and the outturn was estimated at 25 per cent, below the 
average. The Delhi Division, and more especially the Hissar district, suffered 
most, both because it depends more on the autumn harvest than other districts, 
and also because it depends most on the rainfall. The area of matured crops 
in Hissar was estimated at only 30 per cent, of the normal. In almost all 
districts cattle suffered from want of fodder. 


6. The spring crop in 1896 was also bad. The cropped area was 20 per 
cent, below the normal, and the outturn about 25 per cent, of the normal. 
This was due to the early cessation of the monsoon rains and also to the failure 
of the winter rains. The disaster was somewhat mitigated by a great increase of 
the irrigated area which rose from one-third to one-half of the total cropped area. 
Again the Delhi Division suffered most for the same reason as before. 

7. The autumn crop of 1896 was also bad. The cropped area was 20 
per cent, below the average and the total outturn of the Province was about 13 
annas, taking 16 annas as the average. The districts which suffered least were 
those with the least rainfall, vis., Mooltan, Jhang, the Derajat, Bannu and 
Peshawar, the reason being that these districts are not dependent on the rains, 
but almost entirely on artificial irrigation. The districts that again suffered 


most were those dependent almost entirely on the rainfall, viz,, those of the 
Delhi Division, especially Hissar. In Hissar the area of crops that failed was 
very larcre, as an unusually large area had . been sown to make up for the 
deficiency in the two previous harvests. In a considerable part of the Feroze- 
pore district, in which the agricultural conditions are similar to those of .Hissar, 
the failed area was also very large. In the whole Province the Director of 
Land Records and Agriculture estimates that the total yield of food grain was 
only 80 per cent, of the average of the previous five years (one of which was a 
very bad one). 

8. In Hissar the yield was about 25 per cent. only. The state of this 
district had become very bad: the kharif of 1895 and the rabi of 1896 had 
failed: the kharif of 1896 was still more disastrous. From April to September 
only five inches of rain fell, the average amount being 14 inches. The irrigated 
area in this district is only 4 per cent, of the whole, so that there was nothing 
to mitigate the failure of the rains. Had the district been self-dependent the 
famine would have been terrible. The fodder famine was already disastrous 
and the mortality amongst cattle very heavy. Human mortality was not equally 
great only because of the facilities of transport. 


9. The rabi of 1897 was a little worse in point of cropped area than that 
of 1896, but the outturn per acre was usually good. The monsoon rains of 
1896 were very deficient. The fall in July was far below the average, especially 
in the Delhi and Derajat Divisions and Ferozepore. In August there was a 
deficiency in almost all districts, and after the 20th August the rain ceased 
almost entirely. 


10. This was disastrous for the spring sowing. The irrigated area was 
larger even than in 1896 in spite of the fact that the rivers were low and the 
well cattle had diminished in numbers and were worn out by overwork and want 
of food. There was a considerable area of wheat sown late in November and 
in December, in the hill and submontane districts, which received some rain in 
those months. Such of the area as had been sown bore, as a rule, a good crop 
owing to the winter rains, which fell in January and continued up to April. 

11. The Delhi Division was again unfortunate, receiving only about an 
inch of rain in the three months. In the Hissar district the cropped area was 
25 per cent, of the normal. More than four-fifths of the crops did not come to 
maturity. The only parts of the Province which had a good harvest were the 
hill districts of Kangra and Hazara, the new Chenab colony, and the frontier 
district of Peshawar, Kohat and Bannu. Gurgaon, Hoshiarpur, Jullundur, 
Mooltan, Amritsar, Muzaffargarh and the Derajat had average crops, while in 
the rest of the Province the crops were decidedly below the average. 

12. The period of distress continued till the kharif harvest of 1897. The 

„ . monsoon rains of 1897 were good and the harvest 

resen prospects. W as a good one throughout the Province generally. 

The price of food grains fell somewhat, and the labouring classes and the 
respectable poor were relieved. The agriculturists, with the help of Government 
loans and of gifts from our funds for the purchase of seed and cattle, were able 
to cultivate their land and reap the benefit. The rabi sowings are reported to 
be good everywhere, and the state of the crops, thanks to timely rain about 
the middle of December, is generally good. It is hoped that the distress 
is over and that the people will soon recover with the elasticity that has been so 
wonderful after past famines. There can be no doubt that they have been much 
assisted in the recovery by the free gifts of plough-cattle which have saved 
them from the necessity of burdening themselves with debt and have enabled 
many, who were already involved, to tide over the bad time and retain the land 
with which they must otherwise have parted. 

13. In concluding this brief review of the seasons preceding and during 
Fluctuations Of prices. the famine, it may be interesting to note the state 

of prices of wheat, maize and barley, the staple 
food grains, during the time of acute distress. The normal prices are always a 
most inconstant quantity, and indeed it is impossible to say what the normal is 
at any time. 

In 1863, a ^ er the famine of 1860-61, wheat averaged 31 sers per rupee, 
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1869 , during the famine of that the ™ efoi ? vard rose steadily, and in 
barley at i 9 . They again fel[ till ^ If* s6vs ‘ maize at lS and 
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o 5 ?’ and wheat " r as at i c sers in iRRn £ H i ^ ° the famine in Southern 
1886 , when the prices of wheat maize^ndh" T be ' ng &t 26 sdrs> Prices feI1 till 

respectively, on account of scarcity b eyr ° Se t0 I? > 2 4 and 34 sers, 
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in the month of April- , g epnces P revalent each year in Lahore 



Year. 


1880 

18S1 

^1882 

tSS3 

1884 

18S5 

1886 

1887 

1888 


Wheat. 


15 

»9 

23 

24 

25 
24 

17 

>7 

17 


Maize. 


32 

32 

24 

15 

16 


Barley, 


26 

29 

39 

48 

4i 

47 

34 

25 

24 


Year. 


1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

^93 

1S94 

'895 

1896 

1S97 


Wheat. 


Maize. 


Barley. 


19 

17 
I! 

14 

14 

22 

20 

18 
11 


29 

20 

12 

26 
14 
38 

27 

18 

10 


33 

2i 

23 

23 

23 
40 
29 

24 
IS 


ever £? rtce^Tho^T ^ Z" 

man s daily allowance is about a se'r (2 pounds') ot flour h ‘ • A 

“*b-a/a”_so that his own food would costa man' R™ the f e *P ressi ?" 
commoner grains. There would remain little for his family’ usually n ^ ^ the 
one, and nothing for clothes and other things usually regwded as necessaries?^ 

15. To understand the effects of the scarcity of the people of the Punjab it 
ince? 0n0miC c °nditions of the Prov- is necessary to refer briefly to the economic con- 

tricts, each of which is sub-Zided ’into Tb-collertorateOT 11 ta'llsilf fta 

British Officer with a number of Assistants, British and Indkm' oT’a"^™^ 
lion of a 21 millions as shown m the census of .89, , rather less than is per Tf, 
was urban («., living ,n towns of 5,000 inhabitants and upwards) and oZ 
88 per cent, rural. For the most part the land is in the hands of smaZeasant 
proprietors on the whole a sturdy people, from whom the Native amTls 
recruited and who form the backbone of the Province. ™ y S 

16. There is also a large body of tenants possessing a right of occunanrv 
and thus enjoying many of the rights of owners. ’Having in their land a £ 
excellent security they are always able to borrow money on it, and so lone? II 
they do not part with ,t, are not, unless a famine be very protracted in dagger 
01 starvation themselves. Moreover, since, as stated above, 88 pe’r cent of 
the population lives in small villages, a large proportion of the rural population 
not itself agricultural is also protected by the nature of the constitution of 
the Punjab village from actual death by famine, so long as the village hsel 
continues to exist. The existence of the village depends on the existence of 
all its various units, its labourers, its menials, its weavers, its shoe-maker and 
its carpenter. 

17. For these reasons the rural population did not run any great danger 
Causes of distress amongst of actual starvation. But the peasant proprietor* 
“” d “' “»««1 "V severely in two wa,-s , firstly from , he 
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Other classes distressed: Women. 


fodder famine which was very serious and entailed the death of countless 
numbers of well and plough-cattle— in Hissar, where a careful enquiry was made,’ 
it is estimated that over 50 per cent, of the cattle perished— and, secondly; by 
the exhaustion of their capital in other ways— their seed grain had either been 
sown and had not ripened or had been used up as food, their capital stock of 
o-rain or money had been spent in buying food and other necessaries, their land 
was passing into the hands of the money-lender, and, had relief not been 
furnished, both in the shape of Government loans and still more by the charitable 
relief we were able to give them, thousands of these sturdy peasants must 
have ceased to exist as owners of the land, and have descended to the status of 
mere tenants-at-will or of labourers. A great calamity has been very largely 
averted by the timely relief afforded by the generosity of subscribers in 
England and elsewhere. 

18. The other class of people who suffered from the famine and were 

brought to the verge— some beyond the verge — of 
starvation, were the poor of the towns and large 

villages. The par da still reigns in the Punjab amongst all the better castes 
of all religions, and one large class of distressed, and the one most difficult to 
reach, was the “ parda-women ”, widows or deserted wives. The only way of 
reaching these was through respectable native gentlemen and through mission- 
ary ladies. The only way of finding out the distress was a house-to-house 
visitation, or at least a personal visit to the bazaars where the women lived. 
They preferred to sit in their houses and die in silence rather than go forth and 
beg for help or even make their need known. Even when found their supersti- 
tion was so great that they refused to accept many kinds of relief. The 
clothing sent to them was in many cases refused, lest the gift might cover 
some attack on their issat (i.e., good name) or their religion. Other women 
not shut in by the parda were still too proud to accept the help offered them by 
Government in the shape of wages for work done on relief works or free 
maintenance in poor-houses. Others were incapacitated by sickness, by age, 
by religious prejudice, from availing themselves of these forms of relief. 

19. There were men too the blind, the lame, the sick, who were unable to 

earn a livinsr and too proud to accept the relief 
lerespeca epoor. offered them by Government in the shape pf the 

poor-house. 

20. All these it was the task of our Local Committees to relieve, and 
the task was undertaken and carried through in a way that reflects credit 
on hundreds of our helpers throughout the Province. 

21. Another class that felt the distress bitterly was one that must always 

Pensioners deserve and, we hope, obtain much sympathy ; the 

large class of pensioners who have served in our 
Native army and gone to their homes with a pension on just enough, perhaps, 
in ordinary times, for a bare subsistence, but when prices rose as they have 
risen, quite insufficient for even this. These and others on small fixed incomes 
who must otherwise have died by hundreds, of starvation or from pneumonia and 
other ills — the results of semi-starvation, — were enabled by our funds to obtain 
good grain cheaper than the market rate and thus to live through the hard time. 

22. A much larger class that was reduced to destitution was that of the 

Labourers and artisans. daily labourers and the artisans in large towns. 

lhesewereall thrown out of employment. For 
the unskilled labourers Government was able to find work by starting relief 
works. Other relief wo'rks were started by Municipal bodies. At these the men 
could obtain work and they were only helped from the charitable fund in so far 
that they were able to purchase food at a little less than the market price, the 
loss being met from our fund. 

23. For the artisans who were unable to avail themselves of the Govern- 
ment help, as they were unfit for tough unskilled labour, relief was undertaken 
in several large towns, Amritsar, Delhi, Ludhiana, by advancing them the mate- 
rials for their own work and buying from them the articles produced. This was 
only anticipating the demand which was sure to revive after the famine. The 
goods manufactured could subsequently be sold, and the actual net cost of this 
kind of relief was very small compared with the benefit that accrued. 
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24. Before- this Committee, or the Central Committee of which it is a 
Spontaneous relief before the branch, came into existence to organise the distri- 

FamF'^F^d ° f the < " haritable bution of Charitable Relief and especially of the 
1 -iiam. i'uw. money received from subscribers outside India, a 

great amount of good work had been spontaneously started in a very large 
number of districts and towns in the Punjab. 

25. There had been local meetings at which subscriptions had been 

Ferozepore district. rai f d > usuaI1 y f ? r . the . relief of the respectable poor 

ana these were being in many cases expended, and 
it would seem most profitably expended, in enabling people to obtain food at 
rates more favourable than those prevailing in the market. In the Ferozepore 
district notably, a great deal of money was subscribed in villages mostly in the 
Moga tahsil, which -was most distressed. The Deputy Commissioner, Colonel 
Montgomery, himself explained to the people the advantage of helping them- 
selves in this way. They were left entirely free to spend the money collected as 
they liked so long as it was spent in such ways as would give real relief to the 
destitute. In almost every case in that district the money was spent in 
enlarging village tanks, and thus means were afforded of earning some money. 

26. The accounts of the money subscribed in these villages and the 
works undertaken were usually under the general direction of the Tahsildars, 

' but otherwise remained in the hands of the people themselves. These local 
works, such as the digging of tanks, were very popular in other districts too 
as many could work on them who could not leave their village to work on 
larger relief works. 

27. It is difficult to say how much was locally subsciibed before this 
Committee came into existence, but from the amount subsequently brought into 
our accounts it appears that there was at least a lakh of rupees. The large 
amounts that had been subscribed among the people themselves for the relief 
of their destitute may be taken as a proof of the reality of the distress. It was 
especially large for a Province like the Punjab, where there are very few large 
towns and very few wealthy men. 

28. All the Local Committees, with one or two exceptions, agreed to 

T , _ , , affiliate themselves with our Committee, and, so far 

as could be, their subscriptions were brought into 
our accounts. Where Local Committees had not previously existed, they were 
at once formed. There were very few cases in which our Committee was unable 
to approve the work that had already been going on, and, as a rule, the Local 
Committees already in existence were found to be working on lines that came 
easily within those laid down for us by the Central Committee. 

29. As to the work done in individual districts more will be said later, 

• . , . , _ but it may here be remarked that in no case has 

Co-operation of Local Committees. . . J r • 1 . t 1 r* 

there been any friction between Local Committees 
and ourselves. We have invariably found suggestions and advice received in 
a most cordial spirit, and from the knowledge gained of the working in some 
districts useful hints have occurred to us which have been communicated to 
others. We would, wish to record our sense of obligation to all district officers 
for the way in which they have co-operated with us, add to the Commissioners of 
Divisions for the useful advice and information they have afforded. 
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Part II. — THE PUNJAB PROVINCIAL, COMMITTEE, 

30. The Punjab Provincial Committee of the Indian Famine Charitable 
Appointment Of Provincial Com- Relief Fund came into existence on the 6th Febru- 
mittee. ary 1897, when a public meeting was held in the 

Montgomery Hall, Lahore, for the purpose of electing the Committee for the 
administration of charitable relief. The proceedings of the meeting will be 
found printed as Appendix A to this Report,. A Committee of some one 
hundred and sixty members was appointed which met on the 8th February and 
elected an Executive Committee of twenty-six members, to whom others were 
subsequently added, The Committee met 14 times up to the end of the year 
1897, and the minutes of its meetings will also be found in Appendix A. 

. .. 31. The objects that the Committee placed 

Objects of the Committee. , y . lf J r 

‘ before itself were — 


(1) the collection of subscriptions in this Province ; 

(2) the receipt of monies allotted for this Province by the Central 

Committee at Calcutta from the amounts received from England ; / 

(3) the distribution of these monies. 


The objects for whicli charitable relief might be given had already been 
discussed by the Governor-General in Council in his letter No. 64 of 23rd 
December 1896, addressed to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. In 
that letter it was explained that certain duties and responsibilities were under- 
taken by the Government as its own, and in those it was inexpedient that 
private charity should interfere. 


The maintenance of life Government regarded as its own duty, but its 
duty extended little farther than this, and a wide field still remained for the 
exercise of private charity in mitigating distress short of actual starvation and 
in helping the people to struggle through it and recover from its effects. 

32. The objects which were adopted by our Committee as legitimate , 


Objects of relief. 


objects to which charitable relief might be devoted 
were — 


(1) the supplementing of the subsistence ration supplied by Government, 

by the addition of small comforts ; 

(2) the maintenance of orphans ; 

(3) the relief of poor but respectable persons who cannot be reached by 

Government officials ; 

(4) the restoration to their original position of those who have been 

reduced to straits by the long period of distress. 

These were the objects mentioned in the letter of the Governor-General 
already quoted. 

33. To carry them out it was necessary that Local Committees should 
Formation of Local or District be formed to undertake the actual distribution of 

Committees. funds allotted by the Provincial Committee to each 

locality. Accordingly, on the nth February, a meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee was held. Sir William Rattigan was appointed Chairman, and Mr. D. P, 
Masson as Secretary, with Mr. C. H. Atkins as Joint Secretary. A Sub- 
Committee was appointed to ascertain what Local Committees were already 
in existence and what they proposed with a view to co-operation with the 
Provincial Committee. 

34. The district was treated as the unit, and a circular letter was issued 
by the Sub-Committee to all Deputy Commissioners in the Punjab acquainting 
them with the action taken and inviting their co-operation in the formation of 
Local Committees and in the control of the detailed administration of the 
relief funds. The Local Committees were required to co-operate with the 
Provincial and Central Committees, and also — 

(1) to collect subscriptions ; 

(2) to prepare estimates of the amount required for charitable relief 

for each of the four objects detailed above, and 



443 


(3) to administer! the funds placed 'at their disposal by the Provincial 
Committee. 

35. As an estimate of the requirements of the Province had been urgently 
Remiirements of the Province called for by the Central Committee and the 

considered. estimates' from districts could ,not be awaited, the 

meeting of the Executive Committee of the 1 ith February framed the following 
rough estimate which was telegraphed to Calcutta : — 

R 1,00,000 under head I, for the'supplementing of the bare subsistence ration 
provided by Government and the providing of comforts for the sick 
and helpless. 

„ 1,00,000 under head II, i.e., for the maintenance of orphans. 

,, 3,00,000 under head III, i.e., for the relief of the respectable poor who will not 
accept the relief offered by Government, and who, from their circum- 
stances, cannot support themselves on relief works or otherwise. 

,, 6,00,000 under head IV, i.e., for the restoration of those who have suffered 
from the famine and m giving them a fresh start. 

36. It was felt that the greatest need would be under heads 111 and IV. 
It has been shown above what were the classes of people who most needed 
relief, and these were the people who came under heads III and IV. For them 
g lakhs were asked for out of 1 1 lakhs in all. At the time of framing this 
estimate the Provincial Committee had extremely little data upon which to 
proceed, and it was not known even approximately what amount of money 
would be received from England. 

37. At the same meeting of the t ith February it was decided that the 
Bank of Bengal should be appointed Bankers to the fund, and that the local 
Banks should be asked to receive subscriptions to the fund. Subscription lists 
were circulated by the Secretaries to Members of the Provincial Committee, 
to District Officers, to Regimental Messes, Banks, Breweries and other 
institutions. Subscriptions were acknowledged from time to time in the 
newspapers. 

38. A second meeting of the Executive Committee was held on the 16th 
February, and approved of the action of the Sub-Commiitee. Simple rules of 
business were passed and some names added to the Committee. It was re- 
solved to print the Committee’s proceedings and to send copies to the Central 
Committee, to Local Committees and to the Nawab of Loharu who was taking 
a great interest in the work and practically represented the Punjab on the 
Central Committee. 

39. It was resolved to send 300 blankets for distribution on the relief 

,, , works then in progress on the Thelum and Ghaggar 

Distribution of blankets. Canals 

40. Mr. C. L. Tupper, C.S., C.S.L, undertook to prepare proposals for 
affording relief to destitute agriculturists by the replacement of their cattle 
and seed lost through the famine. 

41. On the 27th February, estimates of their requirements having been 
Consideration of estimates sub- received from some districts, a third meeting of the 

mitted by Local Committees. Executive Committee was held to consider them. 

The Committee came to the conclusion that 15 districts would probably need 
relief, vie. : — 


Kissar. 

Rohtak. 

Gurgaon 

Karnal. 

Delhi. 


Umballa, 

Ferozeporc. 

Mooitan. 

Gujrat. 

Lahore. 


Gujranwala. 

Shahpur. 

Jhelum. 

Rawalpindi. 

Amritsar. 


42. Up to that time Ri,i5,ooo had been received from the Central 
Committee, and it was not known how much more was likely to be received. 
The greatest need' of the Province was likely to be under head IV, in replacing 
the vast numbers offplough and well cattle carried off by famine* and in saving 
the peasant class from some of the effects of the distress they had'undergone. 
It did not, therefore, seem advisable to spend a very large part of the money in 
hand. 



43. The estimates rec eived to that date amounted to .over 5 lakhs as 
follows : — R 

. . . . . . • • . 89,000 

. . . . . • • • 4 > 4 00 

1,48,000 

, . • « • • • • 2,6l ,000 

Head I had apparently been misunderstood by several Local Committees, 

and the needs under that head were probably small. ■ 
First allotments. Allotments were made under head III only, vis . — 


Under head I 

Ditto 

II 

Ditto 

III 

Ditto 

IV 


Delhi 

Karnal 

Umballa 

Mooltan 

Lahore 

Amritsar 

Jhelum 


Total 


R 

20,000 

5,000 

5,000 

5.000 

10.000 

5.000 

8.000 

58.000 


44. It was ascertained that much of the relief that had been given before 

this Committee came into existence ha!d been given 
The “ cheap shop ’ system of relief. by of the "cheap shop system”. The system 

differed somewhat in detail in different districts, but the principle was the same. 
An arrangement was made with one or more shops that people holding tickets 
should receive a certain limited amount of flour at less than ' the market price, ■ 
the loss to the shopkeeper being made good from the Charitable Relief Fund. 
In Peshawar special shops were opened from the subscriptions collected locally, 
and the Local Committee not only managed the shops but also purchased the 
grain and ground it themselves. 

45. The system commended itself to the Committee as an effective and 
economical method of relief. At the cost of one rupee, supposing that flour 
be selling at 8 sers to the rupee", 72 persons would be enabled to buy a ser each 
at the rate of 9 sers. It was therefore resolved to recommend that the system 
be adopted in districts where it had not been already tried. 

46. At the same meeting R300 were given to the Sabathu Leper Asylum, 
a charitable and non-sectarian institution, which was distressed for want of 
funds to carry on its work owing to the high prices of food grain. 

47. It was resolved to suggest to the Local Committees of Peshawar, 
Delhi, Amritsar, Ludhiana and Lahore to assist the artisans by getting weaving, 
embroidery and other work done for sale in England. 

48. Another .meeting was held on the 16th March, and discussed an 

n ... . , application by Captain Dunlop-Smith, Deputy 

r Commissioner of Hissar, for a large allotment in 

order to redeem land sold or mortgaged on account of the famine. The Com- 
mittee feared that sufficient money would not be obtainable, and referred the 
matter to the Central Committee. No definite reply was received, but the 
allotment for this Province was so small as to render futile any hope of being 
able to carry out Captain Dunlop-Smith’s proposal. 

49. It was further decided to write to the Central Committee that the 
orginal estimate of 1 1 lakhs was none too much and was all needed. Local 
Committees were again urged to furnish full reports with details of the famine 
and of the working of famine relief. 

50. The Committee at this meeting considered some correspondence 

„ ,, „ , . with the Deputy Commissioner, Thelum, andre- 

solved that he be given Rs,ooo, but be asked to 
satisfy them that the expenditure was in accordance with the principles laid 
down. The Deputy Commissioner appeared to have misunderstood the objects 
of the fund and to have devoted the money to purposes which Government had 
undertaken, vis., the maintenance of able-bodied beggars. 
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(Rsofooo) and toGu’j'rat^R^ooo) ""but 6 the (Rl .°< 000 ), ' to Hissar 

was requested to reconsider its estimates whirh a Co ™^e of Gujranwala 
misunderstanding. ’ waic " appeared to be based on some 

addressed to the Central ^n^^ S urlSnff n th° f ^ ™ 6eting a letter was 
for 1 1 lakhs being met in full. ' S g he necessity of our application 

lion from theCemral Commits fta t™““k|is' moi^ M 10 . consider an intin, a- 
whole", T ,£‘ ed ’ 11 MS "“ l " d * «» d a $ 

54 - Three hundred more blankets were sent to Hip • . 

undeMea’d “if l_ all0tm6 ” lS were raade as Mows 


Further allotments. 


Lahore 

Delhi 

Ludhiana 

Rohtak 

Amritsar 

Umballa 

Gujrat 

Gurgaon 

Karnal 

Mooltan 

Hissar 


R 

10,000 

20,000 

15.000 

10.000 
10,000 

5,000 

5,000 

5,000 

5.000 

4.000 
10,000 


from relief works 


Mr. Justice Reid appointed 
Chairman. 

been thrown out of work. 


to re^cl^UieiHicmres. 61 * La ^ ore ena hle men dismissed 

56. The Local Committee at Ludhiana, of which Rai Karan, o 
Relief of artisans in Ludhiana. District Judge, was the energetic President wmf’ 

suggesting that they should b“e a Sowed to t’r, th, 

experiment of giving employment ”0 the L ed 

T ™ eavers an . d embroiderers of that town who had 
and was carried out with some succes^aTwHlV 0 ” 1 " 1 ' ended by 0 ur Committee 
This was the last meeting a? which Sr W Rlrt PPear ^ District Report, 
for England. Mr. A. H.l Rdd, TudL CMrfW F'^’ a ? he was lea ™g 
in his place. . 1 J g6 ’ ° hief Court > was appointed Chairman 

57. The next (sixth) meeting of the CommRfPP „ , ,, 

April to consider reports received from the Districts of Hoshi^ d °p the r 3 th 
Shahpur, Bannu, Jullundur, Gurgaon, GujranS id m!?™’ Feroz ^ ore ’ 
announced that public meetings hid been held Com 2 Moat g° m ery, These 
scriptions raised Details wiirbe found below whereTh “ ,'cti, nrf a !’V“ b -, 
Committee may be seen. The Gujranwala Committee hJ 4 " f • each Local 
the meaning of head I of the four Objects of fund expenditure ^ miSUnderstood 

58. On the 1 8th April the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. M. Tames V,Vp n • 

Further requirements of districts. aad 6 * ai T of the Central CommTtTeT 

t^SnTf 6 ' Wh ° ^ ^ aH ^ info^at^ 1 USXa 

59. On the 20th April a General Meeting of the Committee was held to 

Visit of the Hon’bie Mr. James. r ® C . el J ames > and the case for the Puniab irac 

fully reconsidered, and expressed his° s7mpafhywU™?hV h stLdv h De Id 
formed an exceptional class in this Province He Pm „i, .sturdy peasants who 
completing all preparations for distribution era P has ‘“ d ‘he necessity of 

60. On the 1 2th May the eighth meeting of the Committee was held and 
Further allotment of four lakhs. a ,V|£ ram fro ™ Calcutta was read announcing that 

4 lakhs more had been allotted to the Punjab. 
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,6i. Reports from a number of districts were received, but the meeting was 
adjourned till the 14th, so that Colonel Montgomery, Financial Commissioner, 
mi^ht be present and give his advice as. to the allotments to be made to various 
districts under head IV. Rupees 5,000 more were given to Amritsar for relief 
of the respectable poor, and R5,ooo to Lahore to assist the work of female relief 
being ably carried on there by Miss' Fox and Miss Bose, missionary ladies. 

62. On the 14th May the adjourned meeting discussed the method of 

distribution of funds to be allotted under head IV. 

Distribution to Divisions. Ifc was y ecided to a ji ot s jx and-a-half lakhs, of 

which the Delhi Division should get three lakhs, Rawalpindi one and-a-haif lakh, 
Lahore one lakh and thirty thousand, Jullundur fifty thousand and Derajat 
twenty thousand. The internal distribution was left to a small Sub-Committee 
which was to act in consultation with' Local Revenue Officers and Local .Com- 
mittees. The distribution- was to ! be made by; the- Local Committees in money 
and not in seed or 'cattle, and Local ■ Committees were requested to make 
arrangements for the seed or cattle purchased to be inspected by some trust- 
worthy person. 

63. The distribution made by the Sub-Com- 
mittee was as follows : — 


Allotments to districts. 


Delhi Division. 


Hissar 

Karnal 

Rohtak 

Delhi 

Umballa 


Rawalpindi 
Jhelum 
Gujrat , 
Shahpur . 
Gujranwala 


Total 


Rawalpindi Division. 


Total 


R 

2,20,000 

.50,000 

20,000 

5,000 

. 5,000 

3,00,000 


.50,000 
42,900 

25.000 

20.000 

13.000 

. 1,50,000 


Lahore Division. 


Lahore 
Mooltan . 
Jhang 

Montgomery 


Total 


50.000 

5,000 

25.000 

10.000 

90.000 


The R4o,ooo remaining for the Lahore Division the Sub-Committee 
proposed, with the Committee’s sanction, to transfer to the Jullundur Division, 
giving R25 ,ooo to Ferozepore and R 15,000 to Hoshiarpur. 

Jullundur Division. 

R 

Ferozepore .50,000 

Derajat Divison, 

Bannu ■ < • • t ... . . 10,000 

The other Rio, 000 were kept in hand pending receipt of the require- 
ments of the Dera Ismail Khan Committee. Districts which had not done so 
were again urged to prepare lists and to complete their arrangements for dis- 
tribution. & 

64. Copies of the Central Committee’s. letters Nos. 817 and 837 were cir- 
culated to Local Committees, and the necessity of keeping full and correct 
accounts was emphasized. 

, fu 65 c ?V he *§ th J une another =general meeting was held ; the proceedings 
o e bub-Commiftee were approved, but out of the R4o,ooo remaining from 
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the allotment to the Lahore Division, R20,ooowere given to, the Lahore District 
and R2o,ooo to Ferozepore. The Rio,ooo reserved ,from the Derajat 
allotment were given to Dera Ismail Khan. A further grant was made of 
R5,ooo to Hoshiarpur from the balance still .in the hands of the Provincial, Com- 
mittee. Of the grant of R 50,000 to the Rawalpindi District, R 10,000 were 
taken away and handed over to the Commissioner of the Division at his request 
for distribution as he should think proper. 

66. These grants were all under head IV for the purchase of seed and cat- 
tle to give a fresh start to the small proprietors who had lost cattle and capital 
through the famine. Prices having fallen it was not thought necessary to make 
further grants under head III. 


67. Four bundles of clothing which had been received from England were 

,. assigned one to each of the districts Lahore, Ludhi- 

Distnbution of clothing. an3j Ddh5 and Hissar, in all of which districts mis- 
sionary ladies had undertaken the distribution. Several intermediate reports 
from districts were laid before the Committee for information, but it is unneces- 
sary to refer further to them here. 

68. On, the 6th July another meeting of the Committee was held to consi- 
Additionni requirements of der a circular letter No. X. P. from the Central 

districts. * Committee, inviting applications for further grants 

to meet special and urgent needs in particular districts, as 30 lakhs more were 
to be distributed. Action had already been taken by the Secretaries on this 
letter, and replies had been received from districts and were considered by the 
meeting. 

After careful consideration of the applications it was , decided , that the 
following claims appeared urgent : — 


R 


Delhi 

* 


• 

« 

. 7,000 

Ludhiana 

a 

• 

• 

• 

. 20,000 

Gujranwnln 

• 

• 

9 

9 

. 5,000 

Lahore 

9 

. 

• 

• 

. 30,000 

Jhclum , 

• 

* 

« 

9 

. 20,000 

Gujrat 

• 

. 

• 

§ 

. 15,000 

Sialkot 

• 

• 

% 

9 

. 5,000 


under head III. 

"\ under head IV for 
I replacement of 
C well and plough- 
J cattle, 

{ Rio,ooo under head IV. 
R S.ooo » » HI. 

under head III. 


Total . 1,02,000 


It was therefore resolved to ask the Central Committee for a further grant 
of one lakh. 

69. Besides the above Rio, 000 were given at once to Ludhiana for cattle, 
as the Deputy Commissioner sent an urgent representation about the needs 
of his district. This sum was given from the balance in the hands of the Pro- 
vincial Committee. 

70. In reply to the application for the further granta telegram was received 
on the 21st July announcing that the Central Committee had granted 
R75,ooo more. A reminder was also sent us to remember orphans. This re- 
minder was repeated in letter No. 1347, dated 21st July. As a matter of fact, 
however, it has been found that there are very few’ orphans of this famine in the 
Province, and such as there are have been taken by the different orphanages. 

71. The telegram was considered by a meeting of the Committee held on 
Distribution of additional allot- the 22nd July at Simla, and the extra grant was 


tnent of - 1175,000. 

Delhi 

distributed as follows: — 

* * • 9 * • 


R 

. 5.000 

Ludhiana. 

• * 

9 

• • * 


. 14,000 

Gujranwala 

9 » 

« 

f • • 


. 4,000 

Lahore 

9 9 


• 99 


. 20,000 

Jhclum 

9 9 

I 

9*9 


. 1 6,000 

Gujrat . . 

9 « 

• 

• • 9 


. 13,000 

Sialkot . 

9 9 

9 

* • 9 


. 4,000 


Total . 76,000 
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The Ri,ooo above the sum sanctioned by the Central Committee were 
granted out of the balance in this Committee’s hands. 

Rain had by this time fallen everywhere, and the money was distributed 
without delay in order to enable the people to get their cattle in time for the 
sowings. . 

72. On the 7th August the services of Mr. S. S. Harris were placed at the 
Appointment of Mr. s. S. Harris' disposal of this Committee for the purpose of audit- 

as Auditor of Accounts of Local ing the accounts of the Local Committees. The 
Committees. work occupied him for nearly four months, and we 

should like to record here that he performed a difficult and delicate duty with 
tact and ability. We would ask the Committee to authorise us to intimate this 
to the Local Government by which Mr. Harris’ services were placed at pur 
disposal. 

73. The work of distribution by the Local Committees continued. We 
continually reminded them of the necessity of furnishing accounts of their ex- 
penditure, and the Auditor has succeeded more or less in securing accounts of a 
uniform character from all the Local Committees. This has been done with diffi- 
culty, as this matter of accounts has been the most difficult and troublesome part 
of our duties in connection with your Committee. Weiully sympathise with the 
Local Committees. For the most part they have entertained very little estab- 
lishment indeed, and it has been difficult for them to furnish the somewhat com- 
plicated accounts that have been required, by the Central Committee. However, 
no efforts have been spared, and a fair measure of success has attended them. 
The accounts and statements will be found in a consolidated form as an ap- 
pendix to this report. 

74. No other meeting of the Committee was found necessary till the 19th 

October 1897, when the action taken by us was 
Further grants. reported and some applications for further grants ^ 

were considered. 

By that time the work of distribution had been completed in most districts. 
In some cases a balance had remained which had been refunded, in others more 
money was still required. 

In Gurgaon, owing to some misunderstanding, the Local Committee had 
spent R6,ooo on free grants of seed and cattle out of money which had really 
been granted by Government for loans. On the application of the Deputy 
Commissioner the Committee granted R6,ooo to make this good. 

75. A further grant of R 10,000 was made to Montgomery for the purchase 
of seed and cattle which the Local Committee found to be urgently needed for 
the rabi harvest. 


76. It was reported to the Committee that in Ludhiana a large balance, of 

„ . over R20, 000 remained unexpended. The Deputy 

The Ludhiana Committee. ■ • ' . , . • f J 

Commissioner was present at the meeting, and ex- 
plained that he wanted the money for the redemption of lands that had been 
mortgaged on account of the famine. This same suggestion had . been made 
early in the year by the Deputy Commissioner of Hissar, and it was pointed 
out to the Deputy Commissioner of Ludhiana that the money available was not 
sufficient to enable him to give substantial relief in this way, and, moreover, it 
was not expedient that this redemption should be undertaken in one district 
only. 

It was finally resolved that the balance should be left with Ludhiana, as 
the Deputy Commissioner stated that it could be fully utilised in free grants for 
cattle, as his other scheme was not approved. 

77, Another meeting, the last during 1897, was held on the 5th Novem- 
Disposai of balances remaining ber to decide as to the disposal of balances remain- 

with districts. . ing in the hands of several Local Committees and 

of the Provincial Committee. 

A balance of R 1,500 remained in Hissar, which it was decided to leave in 
the hands of the Local Committee for the purchase of blankets for the cold 
weather. 

. Similarly, a balance of R5,ooo was left in the hands of the- Karnal Com- 
mittee, as it seemed to be still needed. 
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The Local Committee’ of Gujranwala was requested to refund its balance 
of R9 ,ooo. 

78. Out of a total grant of R48,ooo made to Gujrat, R42,ooo still remained 
. unexpended. This was a district parts of which 

e ujrat 'strict. had keen j n g rea j. distress for months, and the 

Committee expressed its regret that the Local Committee had so failed to realise 
its responsibilities as to keep the money in hand when it had been so much 
needed. 

It appeared, however, that the Local Committee had now undertaken the 
preparation of lists fpr the proper distribution of the money, and it was resolved 
to send the Auditor to the district at once to find out the exact position of 
affairs. If the money could still be and was likely to be properly utilised, it was 
resolved to leave it in the hands of the Local Committee, as the needs of the 
district were undoubtedly great. 

We may here report that the Auditor made the enquiry as directed, and 
found that preparations for distribution had at last been properly completed. 
The money was therefore left with Gujrat, and has been distributed. 

79. The question of refunding to the Central 
Disposal of balance in the hands Committee a part of the balance remaining in the 
of the Provincial Committee. hands of the Provincial Committee was next consi- 

dered. 

In addition to the small balance which our Committee had not allotted, 
certain sums had been refunded by the different Local Committees ; and as the 
time for utilising all of this in the Punjab had now passed, it was resolved that 
R40 ,ooo should be refunded. 

80. Proposals were made for small grants to different orphanages, but, as 

Orphanages. already remarked, there are very few children of the 

Punjab who have become orphans in this famine, 
and such as there are have all been taken by orphanages. The greater part of 
the orphans taken in by these institutions have come from outside the Punjab ; 
and as a special fund had been set apart by the Central Committee for orphans 
in India generally, it seemed more proper that these institutions should apply to 
the Central Committee for aid if necessary. Enquiries have, however, been 
made, and the matter may have to be reconsidered. 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 

81. Since then we have been again calling for the accounts of Local Com- 
mittees, which have even now not all been received. 

82, The operation of our Committee may now 
be said to be at an end. 

A final account cannot yet be rendered, and another meeting of this Com- 
mittee will be necessary to consider this when necessary. This report, how- 
ever, though only an interim one, is the principal one. Accounts are furnished 
up to the 31st October, and for most districts these practically are final 
accounts. 

We have given an account of the working of the several District Com- 
mittees in the third part of this report, and have appended an account of the in- 
valuable work done by missionary ladies in carrying relief to those who would 
not otherwise have been reached. This concludes our report on the general 
working of the Provincial Executive Committee itself. 

83. The Committee has met 14 times up to the present : once in Simla; 
the other times at Lahore. 

We have to thank the Municipal Committee of Lahore for the use of the 
Hall which has always been placed at our disposal. The expenses of our office 
have, we think, been very small. 

We have not had to pay any rent, and the establishment employed by us 
has consisted of one Babu on R50 per month and a cbaprasi on R8 per month. 
The only heavy items of expenditure are on account of advertising our sub- 
scription lists and of printing, and we do not think that any of this was avoidable. 

84. To sum up the financial results of the working of the Provincial 

, L Committee, the total receipts have been Ri2,67, <21. 

Financial result, of which ^3,93,750 have been remitted from the 


Practical conclusion of operations. 
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Central Committee, 83, 17, 884 were collected in the Province; and 812,833 
were subscriptions for the Punjab, specially contributed through the Central 
Committee. The remaining 843,054 consist of miscellaneous receipts and an 
opening balance remaining with one districtTrom a previous famine. The ex- 
penditure under objects III and IV has been Rs, 57,578 and 88,35,856, respect- 
ively, while under object I 810,022 were ■ distributed, and only 8930 under 
head II. The. balance in hand bn the 31st- October was 81,70,838; of which 
81,17,016 were with District Committees. 

Up to that date our Lahore expenditure on Establishment had been 8725, 
on printing and stationery 8891, and on general charges 8924. 

85. Besides money we have had sent to us for distribution eight bales of 
clothing sent through Mrs. Jeannette G. Hauser. Of these, three were allotted 
to Lahore, two to Hissar and one each to Delhi and Ludhiana. The clothing 
seems to have been very welcome, though some of it, naturally perhaps,' was 
unsuitable for the class to be relieved and was sold, the proceeds being devoted 
to the purchase of suitable garments. We also received consignments of’ 
Triticine food, Mellin’s food, Swiss Milk' and Meaby’s biscuits. These were 
divided between Hissar and the jhelum Canal Famine Belief Works, and were 
much appreciated. 
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• Part III.— THE WORK OF DISTRICT COMMITTEES. 

86. In some cases the reports submitted by District Committees have 
been merely copies of reports on the famine submitted to Government, so far as 
these relate to the administration of charitable relief. Thus the reports and the 
statements relate to a somewhat different period, and the figures may, in some 
cases, not agree. 

The short notices on the work of each district that follow are taken from 
the report submitted by Mr. Harris, the Auditor, as well as from the reports of 
the Local Committees, which were in most cases meagre. 

The only report which we have thought it necessary to embody in full is 
that of the Hissar Local Committee. Hissar was the district in which the 
famine was by far the most severe, and to which our Committee made the 
largest allotment of funds. The report, moreover, is the best that lias been 
sent in, and will, we think, be interesting to subscribers. 

We have therefore printed it inextenso as an Appendix to our Rep'ort. 

87. In the Delhi district the chief distress was in Delhi city itself, among 
the respectable poor and artisans and skilled workmen thrown out of employ- 
ment. 

There does not seem to have been any great loss of cattle, and the 
agriculturists for the most part succeeded in tiding over the time of distress 
without charitable aid. A sum of R4, 509-6-0 was however spent in free gifts 
for the purchase of cattle. This was distributed by Mr. O’Brien, Assistant 
Commissioner, personally. 

The agency in the city of Delhi was a Committee, with the Deputy Com- 
missioner as President, and Lala Jugal Kishore, Pleader and Municipal Com- 
missioner, and Ghulam Mohammad Hosain, Municipal Commissioner, as Secre- 
taries. 

Sub-Committees were appointed for the several wards of the city, and a 
Financial Sub-Committee performed the duties of Accountant. 

The total amount allotted by our Committee to the Delhi District Com- 
mittee was R5o,6oo, local subscriptions amounted to Rl8,328, making a total 
of R68,928. 

With the exception of the R4,509, spent on gifts for the purchase of cattle, 
all the expenditure has been under head III, for the relief of the poor. 

The distribution was effected chiefly by the grant of tickets which entitled 
the holders either to free doles of grain, or to half free doles or to purchase a 
limited quantity at cheap rates. The relief was commenced on the 1st Nov- 
ember 1896 and continued for 12 months. 

The preparation of the lists of recipients seems to have been done with 
care, and the accounts are reported by our Accountant to have been well and 
correctly kept. 

The accounts of the shops seem however to show that a certain amount 
of money was misappropriated, and perhaps this was inevitable. At first i he 
Committee gave tickets authorising banias (shop-keepers) to give a certain 
amount of grain free or at cheap rates, but from the 1st February 1897 the 
Committee opened shops of its own with a paid Munshi at each. Both systems 
are difficult to properly control, and some of the Munshis had to be dismissed 
for misconduct. 

The total number of persons relieved by this meatis was as follows: — 


November 1896 

, 

. 4.827 

May 

1897 . 

■ 5.038 

December „ 

• 

• 6,363 

June 

» • 

• 6,243 

January 1897 

♦ 

. 6,061 

July 

>* • 

. 6,158 

February „ 

• 

. 9x7 

August 

1i • 

. 6,985 

March „ 

« 

. 1,922 

September 

ft 

. 7,048 

April „ 

» 

. 2,826 

October 

)> 

. 6,496 


Up to April these were all in the , city itself, but thereafter some from other 
towns and villages also received relief. 
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For his co-operation in the administration of the .funds of this district, 
Lala Jugal Kishore deserves the thanks of the Committee. He appears to have 
kept the statistics and accounts with care and his fortnightly reports have been 
promptly submitted. 

The Rev. H. C. Carlyon and the Rev. S. S. Thomas lent considerable 
assistance to the Committee. 

The cost of administration amounted to Ri 1351-7*8, or R2-3-8 per cent, 
on the amount distributed. 

GURGAON. 

88. This district is in the Delhi Division, parts of which suffered more 
from the famine than any other part of the Province. Part of Gurgaon suffered 
great distress, especially part of the Rewari tahsil, where there are no canals. 

Here there was considerable loss of cattle, and the people being already 
in debt, charitable relief alone could preserve their land to them. In the towns 
and larger villages there was the usual distress owing to high prices. In all 
R 1 1 ,000 were granted by the Provincial Committee to this district, of which 
R2,5 oo were subsequently returned on receipt of our letter asking for the refund 
of all the money that could be spared. The local subscriptions, which were only 
brought on our accounts late in the day, amounted to R3, 798-14-0. 

There seems to have been no general District Committee in Gurgaon, but 
there were several small Committees in different parts of the district, vis., at 
Gurgaon, Rewari, Farrukhnagar and Sohna. It is perhaps owing to the 
absence of organisation that the accounts have been rendered with less prompt- 
ness and accuracy than in other districts. The poor persons to be relieved in 
Rewari were selected by members of the Municipal Committees, and the list; 
was checked by the Deputy Commissioner with the assistance of the ladies of 
the Rewari Mission. To these persons doles of grain were given by Mr. 
Giddens, Secretary of the Municipal Committee. 

In Sohna Lala Brij Narain selected the persons deserving of relief, while in 
Farrukhnagar Khan Bahadur Mir Nasir Ali, Superintendent ..of Salt Revenue, 
undertook this work. In Gurgaon itself Munshi Barkat Ali, Pleader, performed 
the duties of Honorary Secretary to the Local Committee. 

Relief was given from 1st December 1896 to 8th December 1897 at an 
expenditure of R6,o68. Most of those relieved were helpless people, the blind 
and the lame, widows and children. Two hundred and sixty-five persons 
received doles of cooked food, and 37 received daily money doles. ' Some 
relief was given by means of relief works — the digging of tanks — which afforded 
employment for labourers. 

For object IV no grant was at first obtained, although, as, stated, the 
agriculturists were in parts much distressed. By some mistake, however, 
R6,ooo were distributed in gifts for the purchase of oxen, as the Deputy 
Commissioner apparently misunderstood some communication received from 
the Commissioner of the Division to mean that this sum had been allotted from 
our funds. 

The mistake was reported to our Committee, and the sum of R6,coo was 
thereupon allotted to the district for such relief. 

The District Report does not show the methods adopted in distributin'* 
this relief. 

The Deputy Commissioner mentions that the following gentlemen did good 
work in helping in the distribution of relief : — 

Nawab Mirza Beg, Tahsildar, Gurgaon. 

Mr. Giddens, Secretary to Municipal Committee, Rewari. 

Mir Nasir Ali, Vice-President of the Farrukhnagar Municipality. 

The Committee’s thanks are due to' them, and also to the ladies of the 
Mission at Rewari. 

Rohtak. 

89. In this district, which is mainly agricultural and contains no large 
towns, relief was needed and given principally under head IV, — giving a fresh 
start to agriculturists who had lost their cattle and capital through the famine. 
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There was much distress among the poor, but the pinch does not seem to 
have been enough to overcome their reluctance to accept charity in the shape 
of doles of food or tickets for the purchase of grain at cheap rates. “ Cheap 
shops ” were started at Rohtak, at Jhajjar and at Gohana, but these were 
closed in three months as the system of relief was found very unpopular. 

The tickets were issued by Tahsildars according to lists prepared by the 
Local Committees. The total amount granted to this district by our Committee 
was £50,000, of which £9,000 were returned in September 1897 on the receipt 
of our letter asking for the refund of any amounts that could be spared. 

Local subscriptions amounted to £4,172-9-6. 

No expenditure commenced till May 1897 when the three cheap shops were 
opened. The total expenditure on these was only R678-4-8. The expenditure 
under head IV was £44,090-8-0 as follows ; — 


Gifts for the purchase of cattle to replace those lost 
For the purchase of seed ..... 

For the hire of cattle ...... 

For fodder . ..... 

For watering cattle ...... 


R 

a. 

P« 

. 18,684 

0 

0 

. 22,417 

0 

0 

. 223 

0 

0 

• 2,335 

8 

0 

• 43 i 

0 

0 


The money was distributed by the Treasury Officer, the Revenue Assistant 
and the Additional District Judge personally at each tahsil head-quarters. The 
lists were prepared by the Tahsildars and checked so far as possible by the 
three officers named. The method seems to have been satisfactory, though 
without going personally nearer to the spot than the tahsil head-quarters it is 
impossible that they can have checked the lists very effectively. 

The administration of the funds was in the hands of a small District Com- 
mittee which had been formed before our Committee came into existence. 

Lala Sheo Parshad, Extra Assistant Commissioner and Treasury Officer, 
was President of the Committee. He and Babu Bishambar Dyal did good work 
and kept accounts which our Auditor found to be clear and correct. 


Hissar. 

90. Hissar suffered far more than any other district in the Province from 
the famine. The reasons for this have been referred to in the first part of this 
report. 

The district is almost entirely dependent on rain and at all times is in a 
precarious position. For this reason the people are more provident than in 
many other districts — especially canal-irrigated districts — and can tide over a 
bad harvest. It was the succession of three decidedly bad harvests preceded 
by others not very good that reduced the district to a state of acute distress. 

We need scarcely refer in more detail to the circumstances of this district 
as the report prepared by Mr. M. S. D. Butler, Assistant Commissioner, who 
was Secretary of the District Committee of our Fund, has been so fully and 
carefully prepared that it is not necessary to do more than refer to it. 

We have thought it advisable to print it in full in Appendix B of this 
Report. 

The amount allotted to this district by our Committee was two and half 
lakhs. Local subscriptions to the amount of £17,300 were realised. 

The total expenditure up to the end of October was £2,63,540, of which 
£24,259 were spent in daily relief, in the shape of doles of money, grain, etc. 

For 38 weeks the average number of individuals obtaining relief was 2,1 15 
per diem. 

An expenditure of R2,35,375 was incurred on gifts to cultivators for the re- 
placement of their cattle, of which it is estimated that more than half had 
perished. 

This part of the work of distribution seems to have been most carefully and 
well carried out. The district was divided into four parts and in each a respon- 
sible officer was entrusted with the distribution. 'Ibe four officers are deserving 
of mention and commendation : they were Mr. Butler, Assistant Commissioner, 
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Mr. Stephen, Assistant Commissioner, Sheikh Din Muhammad, Sub-Divisional 
Officer/ Sirsa,., and Lala Sansar.CHap.d, Reyenue Assistant of the district. The 
whole of the money .was given by them', personally to the actual recipients and a 
receipt was taken from each. 

The Government loans and the charitable grants were given at the same 
time.. In preparing the lists,, the applicants were. not informed that part of the 
money, was to be given as a free gift., In each village the list of those to receive 
some sort of, grants was. . prepared, and, it was afterwards ascertained which 
of these were. in a position to give, security , for , Government loans. Such as 
were, received them: the others .received free gifts. 

The work of the distributees was by this means only rendered possible, as 
it was the object of. each applicant to show, what means he had, and not, as it 
would otherwise have been, to conceal his real condition. Moreover, as the 
recipients were only told afterwards that the money was a gift, they had an 
incentive, to devote the money to its legitimate purposes of cultivation in the 
thought that the money would have subsequently to be made good out of the 
proceeds of that cultivation. Another good point worthy ofnotice in the admin- 
istration -of our .funds in this district is that the preparation of lists of recipients 
was all ready before the rain came. The money was withheld until the rain did 
come, in order to guard against its being misapplied, and was then distributed 
in .tHe minimum space of time. The thanks of the Committee are due to 
Captain Dunlop Smith, the Deputy Commissioner, who is responsible for these 
excellent arrangements, and to the four officers above-mentioned who so ably 
carried them ou,t. 

It is unnecessary to refer here in. any detail to the work of daily relief 
carried on in .towns arid villages in this district. We need only refer again to 
the District Report. 

The work of Miss Theobald and Miss Phillips of the Baptist Zenana 
Mission deserves the deep gratitude of our Committee and of all subscribers to 
the fund, These ladies carried relief to a class which, it may safely be affirmed, 
could have been reached in no other way. 

The District Committee was fortunate in securing the willing help of 
many others who have been mentioned in its report, and especially would we 
bring; tp notice the smallness of the expenditure on establishment which 
sho.rv that, as. Mr., Butler, states, the clerks, the treasurer and others of the district 
establishment must have done a very large amount of work without additional 

The. District Report shows how much the gifts of clothing sent from 
England were appreciated, and also the consignments of Nestle’ s milk, Triticene 
foojTand, Meaby’s biscuits, which were found invaluable in the hospitals and 
were, afeo, distributed by Miss Theobald to the hungry who were relieved by 
her, means,. 

The gratitude expressed , by the District Committee might be conveyed 
to the donors of these gifts, 

In conclusion we would call the attention of the Committee to the able 
work done, in this district in. tlie administration of our allotment by the Deputy 
Commissioner, Captain Dunlop Smith, and the Secretary to the Local Com- 
mittee,^ Mr. Butler, who, though,, comparatively new to. the. country, has 
performed a difficult and laborious, task with, sympathy and tact and with, a 
thoroughness that deserves high praise. 

Mr. Harris, -ihe Auditor,, reports that the. accounts were kept perhaps 
better in this district than in any, other. The Committee may feel assured that 
extremely little of the large amount allotted to this district was misspent. 


Karnal. 

91. In Karnal district there was much distress among the poor of all 
classes,. but. generally they succeeded- in. living through the distress without 
accepting charity. 

The greatest expenditure was made under head IY. 
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The allotments made by our Committee amounted to R6o,ooo, of which. 
Rio.ooo were subsequently refunded on receipt of ■ our letter asking for the 
refund of amounts that could be spared. 

Before our Committee came into existence, meetings had been held and 
local subscriptions started. These amounted to Rio,98o and .were sufficient- 
far the needs of the district under head III. A District Committee was ap-, 
pointed for the administration of the Funds and the Deputy Commissioner was. 
Chairman and Honorary Secretary. Sub-Committees, were formed In each, 
tahsil. 

The amount expended under head III was R5, 338-4-8 — R2,839-6-u- 
in villages and R2,498-i3-9 in towns. The villages were found as usual r very, 
averse to accepting any relief in this form. 

The method of relief was by free doles of grain, or, in 'the villages ofi 
money. Lists of recipients were prepared by the members, of the Committee 
with the aid of the tahsil officials. The doles were distributed, by. members, 
of the Municipal Committee in the towns of Karnal, Kaithal and Panipat, 
and in the villages by Tahsildars and Naib-Tahsildars. The Deputy Com- 
missioner thinks that the whole of the money reached the proper persons., 
The work went on from January to July. Under head IV, R49,246 were 
distributed, R24,365 in gifts for the purchase of cattle in Tahsil Karnal and 
R24,88i in Tahsil Kaithal. 

In the Karnal tahsil the Deputy Commissioner himself distributed the 
money ; in Kaithal the Sub-Divisional. Officer did so. 

The lists of recipients were prepared in good time and the money 
was distributed in time for the kharif sowings. The amount allowed for a 
bullock was estimated to be from R25 to R40, The accounts are reported 
by the Auditor to have been properly kept. 

UMBALLA. 

92. In Umballa though there was loss of cattle and some agriculturists 
were distressed thereby and by the want of seed with which to sow their land 
again when the rains came, the chief distress was felt by the poor of the towns, 
the women and the respectable men who could get no employment that they 
were able to undertake. 

Before the creation of our Committee, meetings had been held in Umballa 
and Local Committees had been formed in the city and the cantonment, 
and also in Jagadhri. Private subscriptions to the amount of R5, 424-15-3 were 
collected in all after our Committee started, and this was credited to our 
fund. Before this private subscriptions had been raised and cheap shops had 
been started in the city and cantonment, but had been closed for want of 
funds shortly before our Committee was formed. 

On receipt of our letter of the 15th February 1897, a strong Committee 
was formed with the Deputy Commissioner as President and Lala Murli Dharj 
Pleader, as Honorary Secretary. 

This Committee appointed Sub-Committees who carried on the work of 
relief by means of cheap shops, z'.e., shops at which grain was sold at cheap rates, 
the loss being made good from the Charitable Fund, 

The whole district was divided into 13 circles, each of which was put 
under the charge of two or more responsible persons. 

An allotment of RiS,ooo was made for the district by the Provincial 
Committee — the subscriptions locally raised were credited to the Provincial 
Fund, and the net amount received was therefore only 89,585. Rupees 5,456 
were distributed in Umballa city and cantonment and the distressed parts of the 
district in the form of bounties to respectable pardah-nishin widows. 

The cost of the cheap shops after our Committee came into existence was 
Ri, 343. Rupees 2,000 were distributed in relief to women by Miss M. E. Pratt, 
a Missionary lady, who did excellent work’ in helping women by giving them 
tasks of spinning for which they were paid from the Fund. 

The expenditure in gifts for the purchase of cattle and seed was man. 



aged by Lala - Bishambar Dyal, the Revenue Assistant of the district, who 
seems to have done the work in a satisfactory manner. The grants were made 
as usual to those who were unable to find security for loans from Government. 

The amount spent in this form of relief was R5,ooo, each individual 
receiving from R12 to 25 each. A considerable number of the most deserving 
cases were then relieved. The balance in the hands of the District Committee 
has been or is being devoted under head IV to relief of certain villages that 
were destroyed by fire owing to the drought. 

We cannot leave this district without recommending that the thanks of 
the Committee be communicated to Lala Murli Dhar, the Honorary Secretary of 
the District Committee, who has done excellent work with a zeal and ability 
that, as the Deputy Commissioner states, set a fine excellent example of dis- 
interestedness and public spirit. 

The thanks of the Committee are also due to Miss Pratt for her untiring 
energy in assisting the poor women of Umballa. 

Others who deserve mention are (1) Babu Ragindra Nath Dey, the Local 
Funds Secretary, who did the work of Honorary Secretary, (2) Lala Ganga 
Parshad, who acted as Honorary Treasurer, (3) Lala Bishambar Dyal, Revenue 
Assistant, who personally distributed the gifts of cattle and seed, (4) Lala 
Sham Lai and Lala Hirde Ram, Naib-Tahsildars, who personally distributed 
the bounties to pardah-inshin women and others. 

Simla, Kangra, Kulu. 

93. In these districts though there was distress owing to high prices; 
there was none so serious as to call for the organisation of relief. They are 
hilly districts with a sparse population. Simla, of course, stands by itself with a 
large European population and a native population consisting of officials and 
servants. 

JULLUNDUR. 

94. In this district there was not severe distress, except that caused to the 
poor of the city of Jullundur by the high prices. 

Agriculturists suffered comparatively little, and did not stand in urgent 
need of charitable relief, 

A meeting was held on the 10th October 1896 to consider what relief 
was necessary for the poor of the town. A Committee was appointed with the 
Deputy Commissioner (and subsequently Sardar Muhammad Hayat Khan) as 
President, and Pandit Sheo Narain and Pandit Devi Chand as Honorary Secre- 
taries. Subscriptions were collected to the amount of R2, 078-15-6. No 
assistance was asked from the Provincial Committee, although the District 
Committee affiliated itself with us. 

Relief was given by means of doles of grain to recipients carefully selected 
by members of the Municipal Committee. 

At the close of the operations a balance of R25.10-10 remained in the 
hands of the Committee. The numbers relieved were 165 people daily from 
the 7th December 1896 to 25th March 1897 anc * 258 thereafter. The opera- 
tions closed on the 20th September. The work seems to have been well' done, 
and the Auditor reports that the accounts were found in good order. . 

The services of the Honorary Secretaries, Pandits Sheo Narain and Devi 
Chand, deserve acknowledgment. 

Ludhiana, 

95. In this district there was considerable distress both among agricul- 
turists and among the poor of the towns and large villages. 

Relief was undertaken to meet both kinds of distress. 

In March 1897 a Committee was formed with the Deputy Commis- 
sioner as President and the District Judge as Vice-President; Subscriptions 
to the amount of R9,048-i3-6 were realised, of which up to the end of October 
r 7j 6 5 i - 7-3 were spent in giving relief in the shape of free doles to the respect- 
able poor to the number of 45,906 persons, and in November R200 were spent 
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on food for the sick poor. For six months grain was sold at favourable rates to 
an average number of 272 persons daily at a cost of R784 

It is reported that many of the poor had immigrated from the Bikanir, being 
starved out from there. It would seem that Government relief works might have 
been started for the benefit of these and other poor persons who were unable to 
work, but perhaps the number was never at any one time large enough to 
justify this. 

Another class that cried out for relief in the town of Ludhiana was the 
artisan class, the weavers and embroiderers of shawls, curtains, etc. The 
demand for their manufactures ceased owing to the hardness of the times, and 
they were left with no means of earning a livelihood. Their relief was under- 
taken with the help of a grant of £15,000 from the Provincial Committee. 
They were provided with materials and enabled to make the shawls, phnlkaris 
or whatever it might be, for which when made they were paid the ordinary 
rates. The District Committee was thus advancing them capital and anticipat- 
ing the demand for these articles, which was sure to revive when the depression 
passed. It was thought first that all the goods made would be sent to England 
for sale, but in the end some have been sold locally and some in Lahore. The 
remainder will probably be auctioned. So that a considerable part of the grant 
of R15, 000 has been recovered. 

The relief afforded was substantial, and the cost comparatively not heavy. 
The total value of the goods made was. 812,418, of which the part sold has 
realised some 87,500. One of the bundles of clothing sent to us by the 
Central Committee was allotted to Ludhiana, and such of the clothing as was 
suitable was distributed to poor women. Other garments were found either too 
good or unsuitable and were sold, the proceeds being devoted to the purchase 
of other more suitable clothing. 

The garments were distributed by some Missionary ladies, Miss Green- 
field, Miss Reuther and Miss Wylie, by the District Judge and some by the 
Tahsildars of outlying tahsils. As the great need for clothing was resulting 
in a rapid rise in the death-rate, a sum of 84,000 from the money in hand was 
also devoted by the District Committee to the purchase of warm clothes. 
The result was apparent, for the death-rate fell again almost at once. 

The relief of the poor seems to have been most heartily carried out by 
Rai Karam Chand, District Judge, and by some members of the Municipal 
Committee. Their work as well as that of the Missionary ladies deserves 
acknowledgment. 

Under head IV, for replacing cattle and seed, in order to give zamindars 
a fresh start, a grant of 824,000 was made by our Committee. Of this 
820,836 have been spent in grants to 1,112 persons, the remainder, 83,164, 
has been refunded to the Provincial Committee. 

The loss of cattle had only been great in two parts of the district, and the 
distribution was made in these parts by Lala Kesho Das, Revenue Assistant, 
and Munshi Muhammad Ali, Extra Assistant Commissioner. They seem to 
have made careful enquiry into the cases relieved, and the work was apparently 
well done. 

Hoshiarpur. 

96. In the greater part of this district there .was no famine, as the crops 
were good. The district is submontane and parts of it even benefited by the 
dry seasons as the rain is, as a rule, excessive. 

Owing to the scarcity of fodder there was loss of cattle in parts, and in 
the hilly tract running round the Una valley, where the villages depend entirely 
on rain and where the land and the people alike are poor, there was consider- 
able distress. The only form of relief found necessary in the district was the 
distribution of a small number of free grants to replace the cattle lost. 

A meeting was held in Hoshiarpur town in March 1897 on receipt of our 
circular letter. A Branch' Committee was formed to collect subscriptions, 
and a sum of 82,628-12-0 was remitted to our Fund. An allotment of 
R5,ooo was made by the Provincial Committee for distribution under head 
IV, and out of th ; s 84,940 were distributed in free grants for the purchase 
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of cattle. The lists of recipients were prepared by the Tahsildars and checked 
by Lala Ganga Sahai, the Revenue Assistant, and Sheikh Amir Ali, Extra 
Assistant Commissionei;. The latter two gentlemen personally distributed the 
money as follows ; — 

A’ 

In Tahsil Una , • • • • . . ... 3 , 940 

Hoshiarpur .... ..... 43b 

Dasuya 234 

Garhshankar 

The average amount given for each bullock was about R12. 

Rupees 60 were given in Tahsil Una to 12 persons whose houses had 
.been destroyed by fire. 

The accounts in this district were simple, and the Auditor reports them 
correct. 

Ferozepore. 

97. VVe have not yet received the final report from this district and have 
therefore to depend on the account furnished by the Auditor and by such 
intermediate reports as have been received. 

The total amount allotted to the district by our Committee was R 71, 000 
and the local collections were larger than in any other district. 

Before the operations of our Committee commenced subscriptions had 
been raised in a very large number of villages for the widow and helpless 
persons of their respective neighbourhoods This was due to the advice and 
orders of the Deputy Commissioner, Colonel Montgomery, who sent round his 
assistants to organise the subscriptions everywhere. The subscriptions were 
left entirely in the hands of the local people and no accounts were furnished 
to any one so that it is impossible to get any account or statistics of the relief 
afforded. Over two hundred Sub-Committees were formed in different villages 
to manage these funds. 

There can be no doubt that an immense amount of good was done, and 
though it is possible that in some cases the methods might not have satisfied our 
Auditor, still the people who managed the money knew best what the needs of 
those wanting relief were, and in many ways the less official interference there 
was in these matters the better. 

After receipt of our circular letter a district Famine Charitable Relief 
Committee was formed with the Deputy Commissioner as Chairman, and Mr. 
Leslie Jones, Assistant Commissioner, and Rai Bahadur Maya Das, Extra 
Assistant Commissioner, as Honorary Secretaries. Sub-Committees were 
formed for the Ferozepore City and for each of the tahsil head-quarters. 

The Ferozepore City Sub-Committee gave a grant of R760 to the 
Ferozepore Orphanage and employed a number of poor women in spinning ; 
the net expenditure on this being R287. In this work they were aided by a 
mission lady, Mrs. Newton, who managed it for them. Rupees 1,553 were 
spent in cash-doles to poor people of respectable position. A cheap shop was 
started but was soon given up as a failure. 

In the Ferozepore tahsil, £1,630 were spent on village works, such as 
digging of tanks and in charity in the shape of doles and food. 

In Tahsil Zira R881 were spent on similar objects. 

All these sums expended from sums collected locally. The £71,000 
granted by our Committee was reserved for expenditure under head IV, the 
replacement of cattle lost through the famine. Part of this district borders on 
Hissar and is the same kind of country, depending entirely on rainfall. In this 
part the mortality among cattle was very heavy and the need for money to give 
some of the impoverished landowners a fresh start was very great. The work 
of distribution seems to have been done on the whole excellently well. 

The distressed villages had already been recorded by the Revenue Assist- 
ants, and this record served as a useful guide. The district was divided among 
the three Assistant Commissioners, each of whom went round with a Native 
Extra Assistant Commissioner, enquiring into cases of need, framing lists and 
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distributing the money. The amounts allowed for a bullock ranged from 
R20 to R45, and each recipient was called upon to execute a simple bond 
agreeing to refund the money if the bullocks were not purchased in three 
months. Up to the end of October a little over 1^55,000 had been distributed. 

Rupees 1,220 out of the grant were distributed to the poor of Mukatsar 
and Fazilka in the form of doles, while R425 were given to poor widows in 
the different towns. On the 31st of October there was a balance in the hands 
of the District Committee of about fourteen thousand rupees. 

Lahore. 

98. The district of Lahore suffered severely from famine in parts. The 
parts that have canal irrigation were not badly off, but elsewhere great numbers 
of cattle perished from starvation, over-work and disease, leaving very many 
small proprietors with no alternative but to part with their land or part of it, 
in order to buy other cattle and to cultivate the land of others or the remains 
of their own in the future. A large amount of relief was therefore required 
under head IV to replace the lost cattle. In the city of Lahore there was a 
great demand for relief ; the poor and helpless crowded into the city ; there 
were hundreds of women, widows or deserted in distress, and there were 
children, lame, blind and infirm people who could not work, and respectable 
poor who were prevented from doing so' by causes as strong as these, — by their 
caste and social position. 

The total amount granted by our Committee 'to the Lahore city and 
district was Ri,i6,26o. Local subscriptions amounted to Ri5,553'3*o, and 
R6, 938- 2-0 were received as the proceeds of the sale of goods made by women 
under the management of Miss Bose, Superintendent of the Victoria Girls’ 
School. 

Miss Bose has kindly furnished a separate account of the work done by 
her, and it is unnecessary now to do more than refer to it. The amount 
realised from local subscriptions was administered by a Committee of which the 
Deputy Commissioner was Chairman and Lala Gopi Nath, Honorary Secretary. 

The allotments made by the Provincial Committee were kept by the 
Deputy Commissioner in his own hands and he apportioned the money for 
various objects as he thought fit. 

To deal first with relief under head III. The District Report classes this 
under 6 sub-heads : — 

(1) Distribution of cotton gratis to the poor women of certain dis- 

tressed villages. This cost R240-1-3. 

(2) To help poor widows in the city of Lahore, distributed gratis 

through Babu Mozamdar, R300. 

(3) Distribution of cash to those employed on the Government 

Famine Relief Works when these works were closed, R332. 

(4) Opening a poor-house in Lahore city where many helpless and 

infirm persons were maintained. This was opened from 7th 

April to 2nd October, and the expenditure was R 1,190-3-0. 

(5) Rupees 13,787-14-9 were distributed through Miss Bose, Super- 

intendent, Victoria Girls’ School, in relief to poor widows by 

giving them tasks of spinning and embroidery. 

(6) The opening of grain shops in the city to supply wheat to the 

respectable poor at a cheap rate. This was done at a cost of 

Ri8,o72. 

The plan adopted was the usual one of issuing tickets entitling the 
recipients to purchase so much grain at reduced rates. The lists were prepared 
by members of the District Committee, It has been difficult to arrive at any 
figures to show the number of persons who received this relief, and the figures 
obtained are only approximate. The accounts of the shops were examined by 
the Auditor, and though they were very unintelligible, they were, so far as they 
showed anything, satisfactory. They were kept by the shopkeepers themselves, 
and do not show all the information that is required. 
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The amount distributed under head IV in grants for the purchase of cattle 
was £96,419- <0-9. Of this all except £4,000 was distributed by Mr. Meredith, 
the Deputy Commissioner, who went round the district in the middle of the hot 
weather, and gave out the money after a personal enquiry into the fairness of 
the lists that had been prepared. The usefulness of his work was increased by 
the care which he took in explaining exactly what the money was, where it had 
come from, and for what it was being given. 

Rupees 4,000 were distributed by the Assistant Commissioner, Kasur. 

At first the Deputy Commissioner tried to purchase the cattle arid hand 
them over to the zamindars, arid about £12,500 were spent in this way,' small 
fairs being held at Kasur, Chunian and Sbalimar. It was found, however, that- 
this did not work well, and the rest of the. relief was given in cash. The Tahsil- 
darshave instructions to inspect the cattle purchased when on tour, and the 
Deputy Commissioner reports that so far it appears that the money has. all been 
spent on the purposes for which it was granted. The average sum paid for a 
bullock was £30, and a small grant for seed was given along with it. 

Out of the total receipts amounting to £1,38,751-5-0, there had been at 
the date of the District Report to Government an expenditure, under the various 
heads above detailed, of £ 1,29,469-1 2-6, leaving a balance in hand of 
R9,28 i -9-6. Part of this has since been disposed of. 

We have printed in Appendix B brief reports by the ladies who aided the 
District Committee in the work of relief in Lahore. 


Amritsar. 

99. In this district it was not found necessary to expend anything from 
our fund on the relief of agriculturists, but the distress in the city of Amritsar 
was very great. This was due, of course, to the high prices, but also to the 
absolute cessation of demand for the products of the numerous industries which 
flourish in Amritsar. Hundreds of people were left with no means of earning a 
living. They were unable to work at such unskilled manual labour as Govern- 
ment Relief Works afford, and their condition was one demanding relief on a 
large scale. 

Mr. Nicholl, the Secretary of the Municipal Committee, since deceased, 
rose to the occasion, and organised a system of relief, which has earned the gra- 
titude of the citizens and of the subscribers. 

The circumstances were perhaps more difficult than those of any other dis- 
trict, as so many different kinds of relief were demanded by the different nature 
of trie various industries prevalent, there. 

Unfortunately after starting the relief Mr. Nicholl was prevented by illness 
from carrying it through himself, or the work would doubtless have been more 
thorough even than it was. 

The total grants of the Provincial Committee to Amritsar amounted to 
£20,000 and the local subscriptions to £8,497, making a total of £28,497. 
Some of the goods manufactured were sold, and the proceeds were again used 
in further relief, so that the relief actually afforded was by its economy largely 
extended in action. The goods that were not sold, clothing, etc., were distribu- 
ted in relief to the poor needing them. 

The fund was administered by a Committee with the Deputy Commissioner 
as President and Mr. Nicholl as Secretary. 

The agencies of distribution were— • 

(1) Members of the Municipal Committee . ’ 

(2) The ladies of the Church of England Zenana Missionary Society. 

(3) Mr. Nicholl himself. 

By the first it may be said that relief was given to the respectable poor 
generally. Ihey prepared lists of the deserving for their respective wards ; the 
deserving being the poor who were unable for one reason or other to work on 
relief-works. ' 
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They then personally distributed to the persons entered in these lists metal 
tokens enabling them to buy half a seer of flour per diem at 12 seers the rupee, 
instead of at the market rate. 

The second agency distributed relief to poor women — a class otherwise un- 
reachable. The usual way in which the relief was given was by giving out tasks 
of spinning. The names of the ladies who took part in this excellent work 
were — 

Miss Wauton, Miss Jackson, Miss Hewlett, Miss Worsfold, Miss Parslee, Mrs. Guil- 
ford, Mrs. Greenes, Miss Dewar, Miss Neville. 

The cotton spinning was begun in January and closed in May (1897), anc ^ 
the money expended by Miss Wauton was {52,842. Miss Worsfold worked 
in the village of Bairwal, Miss Dewar in a number of villages in the Ajnala tahsil, 
Miss Parslee in Jandiala. Some of the thread when spun was given out to 
weavers to weave, and thus a large number of weavers also were relieved. 

Under the superintendence of Mr. Nicholl himself relief was afforded to 
weavers, tailors, shoe-makers and harness-makers. The materials were pur- 
chased from our funds and given to these artisans to make into cloth, shoes or 
whatever it might be. They were paid a reasonable price for the making, and 
the manufactured articles were sold or were given out as charitable gifts to per- 
sons needing them. 

A Shoe and Harness Factory was established in the Municipal Poor-house, 
by w'hich over 1,000 persons were relieved. 

The total expenditure was 832,292. 

The District Committee in its report complains that it was unable to afford 
relief to a great many classes (e. g., lace-makers) for want of funds. Doubtless 
a great deal more money could have been utilized, but one reason why more 
was not allotted by our Committee was that Amritsar is a wealthy city, and it 
was felt that the inhabitants would have subscribed more had the distress 
reached a really critical height. 

The thanks of the Committee are due to the missionary ladies who ren- 
dered such excellent aid in administering the money allotted to this district. 
The city has suffered a great loss in Mr. Nicholl’s death, and it is to him that 
the chief credit of the organisation is due. 


Mooltan. 

loo. Mooltan is a district that is very little dependent on its rainfall, and 
consequently the famine was not much felt, except in the towns where the poor 
felt the pinch about as much as elsewhere owing to the high prices of food 
grains. Agriculturists did not suffer severely, but 85,000 out of the allot- 
ment made by our Committee were devoted to gifts for the purchase of cattle 
lost through the famine. Lists of recipients were prepared through the Tahsil- 
dars, and the money was distributed by these officials personally, the Revenue 
Assistant being directed to subsequently inspect the animals purchased. 

The total amount allotted by our Committee was 814,000 and 85,200 
were collected locally. 

The system of relief was that two shops were appointed at which grain 
could be obtained by ticket-holders at 12 seers the rupee, the difference between 
this and the market rate being made good to the shopkeepers out of the Chari- 
table Fund. The work of administration was in the hands of a Committee with 
Mr. T. Kennedy, Divisional Judge, as President, and La K Narain Das as Hono- 
rary Secretary. Both of these gentlemen seem to have personally superintended 
the work of distribution of tickets and the checking of the accounts. 

Great care seems to have been taken to see that only those obtained chari- 
table relief who were properly entitled to it. 

The Committee did not spend much of the money allotted, the local sub- 
scriptions of 85,200 being almost enough. The surplus money was refunded in 
accordance with our letter asking for the refund of any money that could be 
spared. 
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JHANG. 

IOI. Jhang is a district which depends almost entirely on well and canal 
irrigation. The rainfall is very small and consequently the failure of the rains 
affected this district less than others. The chief way in which, the district 
suffered was through want of fodder which, together with the continuous over- 
work, caused the death of a considerable number of cattle. No relief was started 
in this district till after receipt of our circular letter, when a meeting was held 
and a Committee formed, with the Deputy Commissioner as President, mainly 
to collect subscriptions. 

The large sum of R 17,255 was collected on behalf of the Provincial Com- 
mittee. 

A grant was found necessary for the replacement of cattle lost through the 
scarcity of fodder, and on the representation of the Deputy Commissionera 
grant of 1^25,000 was made. The distribution of the money seems to have 
been very carefully and ably carried out under the personal superintendence of 
Captain Burlton, the Deputy Commissioner. 

The following amounts were distributed : — 

' R 

In Tahsil Jhang ........ 14,420 

Do. Chiniot ........ 2,025 

Do, Shorkot ........ 6,989 

All of which was for the purchase of cattle, except R425 which were given 
for seed. The price allowed for each bullock was R25 and every person re- 
lieved got the value of one, or in some cases two bullocks. 

The lists of recipients were prepared under the personal superintendence 
of Ressaldar Partab Singh and Lala TikkanLal, Extra Assistant Commissioners. 
The money was distributed on these lists by Captain Burlton himself, and in one ' 
Tahsil, Shorkot, he also saw the cattle purchased and handed over to the recipi- 
ents. It seems certain that very little money was misspent in this district. 

There was no need of relief other than this, as there seems to have been 
enough food in the district and there was always work going on on the new 
Chenab Canal which enabled any one who would work to get a living. The 
part of the district irrigated by the canal had excellent crops and must have 
reaped a fine profit from the high prices fetched by the produce : the zamindars 
thus contributed a large share of the handsome local subscriptions collected in 
this district. 


Montgomery. 

102. The population of this district is almost entirely agricultural or 
pastoral and all the relief granted was granted under head IV in gifts for the 
purchase of seed and cattle. There are practically no large towns. Test relief 
works were opened but were not attended. Cheap shops, i.e., shops at which 
the poor could obtain food grain below the market rate, were opened at Mont- 
gomery and Kamalia apparently by a subscription from the shopkeepers 
themselves, and continued for about five months, but accounts of these do 
not seem to have been furnished as they were independent of our organisation. 

There was considerable loss of cdttle in the district, and many also were 
found without seed to sow or the wherewithal to buy it. 

A large amount of relief under head IV was therefore rendered necessary. 
The Provincial Committee allotted R2o,ooo. The local subscriptions amounted 
to R2,995, of which R2,4io were for local needs. The total at the Local 
Committee’s disposal was therefore R22,4io; The Committee was formed 
on the 23rd of March at a General Meeting convened on receipt of our circular 
letter.. One Committee with a smaller Executive Committee was formed for 
the district while Sub-Committees were formed for each tahsil. Mr. Fagan, 
Settlement Officer, was President of the District Committee, with Lala Chuni 
Lai (subsequently Lala Lachman Das) as Honorary Secretary. 
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Lists of deserving recipients of gifts of seed and cattle were drawn up by 
Tahsildars. 

The district was then apportioned as follows : — 

Tahsil Montgomery to the Deputy Commissioner. 

Tahsils Gugera and Dipalpur to Mr. Isa Charan Chundu Lai, Settlement 
Officer. 

Tahsil Pakpattan to Lala Narain Das, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 
These officers went round their respective tahsils, checking the Tahsildar’s 
lists, and personally distributing the money. 

The amounts distributed in this way were — 


R 

For purchase of bullocks ....... 7,235 

Ditto ‘ seed ........ 14,189 


21,424 


The distribution of the money was deferred till the rains in order that it 
might not be spent prematurely. The purchases have been and are being 
inspected and branded. It is stated that the money has in nearly all cases 
been properly utilized. The amount spent on a bullock averages R25, so 
that roughly nearly 300 people have been provided with a bullock each. This 
must have done something to mitigate the distress due to the loss of cattle. 

Credit is due to the officers who have taken trouble in seeing that the 
money reached those deserving the relief. 

The district report has been written with more care than most, though 
the details of the nature of the relief cannot be made very interesting. 


Rawalpindi. 

103. The hilly parts of this district did not suffer greatly from famine, 
but in the rest of the district agriculturists suffered gieat loss of cattle and the 
poorer respectable classes of the towns suffered from the high prices. In 
November 1896 a meeting was called in Rawalpindi to devise some scheme of 
relieving the respectable poor of the city and cantonments. 

A Committee was formed to collect and distribute subscriptions and the 
Deputy Commissioner was made President, with Rai Bahadur Sardar Sujan 
Singh and Khan Bahadur Seth Dhanjibhoy as Vice-Presidents, and Lala Maya 
Das, Pleader, as Honorary Secretary. About R6,ooo were collected, and 
the system of relief started was to prepare lists of the poor who were unable 
to beg or work and were being starved on account of the high prices : to those 
entered on these lists tickets were given enabling them to buy small quantities 
of flour at 2 sers the rupee above market rate or at ten sers the rupee if the 
market rate fell below 8 sers. 

This relief was carried on from 10th January 1897 to the 2nd July 1897 
and 398 families received the relief. The work was all done out of the 
subscriptions collected in the city and cantonment and the total net cost was 
R 1,346*3-7- - 

The work seems to have been done excellently and credit is due to Seth 
Dhanjibhoy and others for this excellence. It may be confidently said that 
very little relief failed to reach deserving persons. 

Nothing was done for the agriculturists till March when on receipt of our 
circular letter a meeting was held and a District Committee formed. This 
was quite independent of the former Committees which remained separate 
throughout. Both Committees were affiliated to the Provincial Committee. 

A further appeal for subscriptions was made and about R5,ooo collected. 
The Provincial Committee made an allotment of R40,ooo and the work of 
preparing lists of deserving recipients was commenced. The subscriptions 
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subscribed in each.tahsil were kept for that tahsil and the grant' was distributed 
as follows : — 

• R 


To Pindigheb Tahsil 
„ Fatehjang Tahsil 
„ Attock Tahsil 
„ Gujar Khan Tahsil 
„ Rawalpindi Tahsil 
„ Kahuta Tahsil 


1 2,000 

9.000 

8.000 

5.000 

5.000 

1.000 


A Sub Committee with the Tahsildar as President was formed in each 
tahsil. Lists of grantees having been prepared were checked by Khan Bahadur 
Mian Ghulam Farid Khan who distributed the gifts in Tahsils Rawalpindi, 
Fatehjang, Gujar Khan and Kahuta, while the Assistant Commissioner of 
Attock distributed the money in his Sub-Division. 

For the most part the money was spent in gifts for the purchase of cattle 
of which 2,000 were given in all : in Pindigheb R8oo were devoted to the 
purchase of seed, while a cheap-shop was started at Fatehjang, the mainten- 
ance of which cost R 1,030. 

The whole of the money was disbursed and the accounts have been checked 
by our Auditor. At the conclusion of the operations a balance of a .little 
over 84,000 remained in the hands of the City Committee and about 83,000 
in the hands of the District Committee. The members of those Committees 
wish to fund these balances to provide funds for carrying on the relief of 
poor widows. The work in this district seems to have been well done, 
especially the work of the cheap-shops, 

The thanks of the Committee are due especially to Lala Maya Das, the 
Honorary Secretary, who has done most useful work in the administration of 
the fund, 

Jhelum. 

104. There is reported to have been distress more or less throughout 
this district, but more particularly in parts of the Jhelum and Find Dadan 
Khan tahsils. There was serious loss of cattle, and many agriculturists were 
reduced to such straits that they must have mortgaged or sold at any rate part 
of their land in order to procure cattle and seed to cultivate it. with, - 

The only work of relief started before our Committee came into existence 
. was in Jhelum itself, where a certain number of gentlemen subscribed to purchase 
food grain which was then retailed to all comers in quantities not exceeding one 
rupee’s worth at or a little below the market rate. The reason for this action 
was that the shopkeepers had refused to sell retail at all, and people who could 
not buy grain one maund or more at a time could not get any at all. 

The cost of the operation which lasted from November to March was 
very small. In March the shop was taken over by the District Famine Com- 
mittee. s 

This was formed at a public meeting held on the 25th February. The 
Deputy Commissioner was made President, Mr. McDonald, Secretary of the 
District Board, Secretary, and the Treasury Officer, Honorary -Treasurer. Sub- 
Committees were formed one in each Tahsil with the Tahsildars as Presidents, 
and three Sub-Committees at head. quarters to carry out the work of the District 
Committee. The local subscriptions amounted to 87,444-4-6 and 871,000 
were alloted by the Provincial Committee. 

The only forms of relief were under heads III and IV. Twenty-one 
shops were opened throughout the district, each in charge of gentlemen of good 
position. At these shops relief was given in the form of free doles of food grain 
and by the sale of grain at cheap rates, 

Lists of persons entitled to both kinds of relief were drawn up by members 
of the Municipal Committees in the case of towns, and in the case of villages 
by gentlemen of position selected by the Tahsildars. & ' 

These lists were not, however, forthcoming when the Auditor visited the 
district, having apparently been destroyed when done, with. The figures as ; 
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to the number of persons relieved cannot be verified, and having been prepared 
subsequently are only approximately correct. The net cost of this relief was 
86,336, the total amount spent having been R 19 216. 

From reports received at the commencement of operations it was feared 
that the District Committee had run off the lines laid down for the administra- 
tion of the fund in giving free grants to the ordinary poor, of relieving whom 
Government has undertaken the responsibility. 

To some extent, no doubt, this was the case; but. on the whole, the relief 
seems to have been given in accordance with the principles prescribed. 

The shops were open for about two months at the time of worst distress. 
The Deputy Commissioner points out that this “ cheap-shop ” system did not 
in some cases work well, because there were many who had no money at all, 
and whatever might be the price they could buy no grain. Doubtless there 
were many, and, as was pointed out at the time to the Deputy Commissioner, it 
seems that for them Government should have started some kind of relief works. 

Under head IV two forms of relief were adopted, vis., (t) cash grants for 
the purchase of cattle, and (2) cash grants for the purchase of seed. The 
amount given for cattle was 844,507, and 2,419 persons received grants, which 
seem to have averaged a little under R20. The Auditor found that in a 
number of cases separate grants had been made to different members of the 
same family. This may not have been objectionable. The amount given for 
seed was 8:26,089, and the grants averaged about 83 or 4. Lists of recipients 
were prepared by Patwaris, checked by Tahsildars, and finally checked by a 
Sub-Committee appointed for the purpose. 

The money was actually distributed on the spot by Tahsildars. It would 
have been preferable had this work been done by Assistant Commissioners or 
Extra Assistant Commissioners. 

The grants seem, on the whole, to have been made to the proper classes, 
but at the outset, as found by the Auditor, the principle was adopted of demand- 
ing security for the return of the money in case of misapplication. This 
demand prevented or tended to prevent the most deserving people from getting 
grants at all. 

The report of this district is concise but good, and the Deputy Com- 
missioner has evidently given much personal attention to the administration of 
the funds. 

SHAHPUR. 

105. In this district there was distress during the cold weather months 
owing to the high prices, and in November 1896 the Deputy Commissioner 
convened a meeting and raised subscriptions to the amount of 866:9, of 
which 84,587 were spent in distributing doles of grain to the needy. These 
doles were distributed at certain centres in each tahsii, and the arrangements 
were made by the Tahsildars in consultation with the Revenue Assistant. 

The relief lasted from December to February. The doles were given at 
certain shops either in the shape of free gifts of grain or by the sale of small 
quantities at cheap rates. 

The relief had been discontinued when our circular letter was issued. 
On receipt of that letter a Local Committee was formed, and raised subscrip- 
tions to the amount of R809, which with the balance, 82,131, of the former 
subscriptions, were remitted to the Provincial Committee. 

For relief under object IV to replace the cattle that had perished, . the 
Provincial Committee allotted to this district Rzo,ooo, which were all spent in 
gifts for the purchase of cattle. They were distributed among the tahsils as 
follows 

R 

Shahpur .......... 1,160 

Kliushab ...... ... 14,720 

Bhera .......... 4>095 

The Additional District Judge distributed the money in Shahpur tahsii. 

The Revenue Assistant distributed ail the rest, except 81,575 which were 
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distributed by the Tahsildars. The principles adopted seem to have been 
quite in accordance with those laid down by. the Central Committee, and the 
lists of recipients were apparently prepared with care. 

GujRAT. 

106. Parts of this district, and especially the Phalia tahsil, suffered great 

distress owing to famine. The distress was of both the kinds experienced in 
the Punjab: the respectable poor, who could not work on Government Relief 
Works, were being starved by the high prices, while cattle died in large num- 
bers from want of fodder and from over-work combined. , 

Government Relief Works were started in the district so early as August 
1896 and continued till June 1897. ' ' 

No relief for the respectable poor persons, who could not avail themselves 
of such works, seems to have been started till after our first circular letter in 
February 1897. 

A District Committee was then appointed, with the Deputy Commissioner, 
Nawab Muhammad Afzal Khan Bahadur, as President, and Lala Ralia Ram 
as Honorary Secretary. Sub-Committees were formed at six centres in the 
district. 

Money was collected to the amount of R3,7i2 only. Rupees 48,000 were 
granted by the Provincial Committee, R35,ooo under head IV for the replace- 
ment of cattle and seed, and the remainder under head III 

* • 

The latter was distributed in the form of free doles of grain, a method 
that is not commendable, unless at least the recipients are chosen with extreme 
care. The accounts furnished by the Local Committee do not enable us to arrive 
at very trustworthy figures as to the numbers relieved. Apparently many were 
relieved from our fund who should have been sent to the Government Relief 
Works. The accounts of the Sub-Committees, except that of Gujrat itself, are 
reported by the Auditor to have been fairly satisfactory. 

This kind of relief lasted for only some six weeks. It was begun late in 
the day and the selection of recipients might perhaps have been done more 
carefully- 

The other kind of relief — the distribution of gifts for the purchase of 
cattle — was also undertaken too late. At first, by a misunderstanding, grants to 
a small extent were made only to such landowners as furnished security for its 
repayment in case of misappropriation. 

It was pointed out to the Local Committee that such landowners as these 
could obtain loans from Government, and that the Charitable Fund was expressly 
for those who were so needy as to be unable to get Government relief for one 
reason or another. 

This alteration in the method of selection entailed the preparation of new 
lists of recipients, and the consequence was that the distribution was made late. 
The money has, however, done a great amount of good, and it may be hoped 
that it did reach worthy recipients. The distribution was very largely made by 
the Deputy Commissioner himself, and the whole of the grant was utilized. 

Out of R 13,000 for relief of the respectable poor, only a little over R5,ooo 
was expended. 

SlALKOT. 

107. The report from this district is very meagre, and the information 
about the working of relief there has been mostly ascertained from the report 
of our Auditor. 

As in many other districts there was no actual famine, but distress was 
great on account of the high prices, and there was great mortality among cattle 
through over-work and starvation. 

When the first letter from our Committee was received the Deputy Com- 
missioner stated that the district would not require relief, and meetings were 
held and Committees formed in the city and cantonment with Sub-Committees, 
in the tahsils, for the purpose of collecting subscriptions. 
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In all R 1,327 were collected, and of this R462 were remitted to the Pro- 
vincial Committee, 

r w r 

The remainder, R865, which had been collected in cantonments, was re- 
tained by the Cantonment Magistrate, and devoted to the relief of the poor 
there. 

The means adopted was the cheap-shop system. No lists of recipients 
were prepared, but any one could purchase small quantities of grain at two sdrs 
in the rupee above the market rate. Some 600 people are said to have received 
relief for longer or shorter periods, but owing to a want of method, accurate 
information on the point is not obtainable. 

The net expenditure was R553. Rupees 100 were spent on food distri- 
buted to the poor, and the balance on the purchase of blankets. 

The relief was necessary, and considerable relief was given, r 

For the replacement of cattle it was at first stated, as We have said, that 
no grant was needed, but this proved to be far from being the case, and an ap- 
plication was subsequently made for an allotment. The "Provincial Committee 
could then only allow R4,ooo, but other R 10,000 were transferred from Rawal- 
pindi and Gujrat. 

The whole sum of R 14,000 was distributed among the different tahsils for 
gifts of cattle. The average amount given for a bullock was from R25 to R30. 
Lists of recipients were prepared by the Tahsildars, and the money was distri- 
buted partly by these officials and partly by the Deputy Commissioner himself. 
The lists were also checked by the Revenue Assistant of the district. 

Gujranwala. 

108. The District Committee reports that the only form of relief that has 
been at any time found necessary in Gujranwala has been the replacement of cattle 
which perished in large numbers through want of fodder. The Committee was 
formed on receipt of our circular letter of the 14th February, with Khan Ahmad 
Shah, Additional District Judge, as President, and Ghulam Ahmad, Secretary 
of the District Board, as Honorary Secretary. The only work done by the 
Committee and by Sub-Committees, which were formed at each tahsil head- 
quarters, was the collection of subscriptions which were remitted to the Pro- 
vincial Committee. The subscriptions remitted amounted to R9, 550-10-0. 

Prices were about as high in this district as elsewhere, and it is not apparent 
why no relief was necessary for the respectable poor in some of the towns. It 
seems probable that there was distress in some towns of this district too, and 
that some of the local subscriptions might have been profitably spent in alleviat- 
ing it. 

A grant for the assistance of agriculturists was applied for from the Pro- 
vincial Committee, and a sum of R 1 7,000 was allotted. This was distributed, 
however, under the orders of the Deputy Commissioner, and quite independently 
of the District Committee. This is almost inevitable in the distribution of this 
kind of relief, which has to be done through official agencies. The allotment 
was distributed as follows : — 

& 

To Tahsil Hafizabad 5,000 

Do. Wazirabad ........ 2,600 

Do. Khangah ........ 3,900 

Do, Gujranwala ........ 5,500 

The work was entrusted to the Extra Assistant Commissioners in the 
district, and the amount given for the purchase, of a bullock ranged between 
R15 and R30, some recipients getting the price of one bullock, some of two. 
Four hundred and forty-eight people are reported to have received this kind of 
relief, and if the worst and most deserving cases were selected, a good work 
must have been done. > 

The report furnished by this district is somewhat meagre, but it appears 
that steps have since been taken to ascertain that the grants were devoted to 
the proper purpose, and that in most cases the results have been satisfactory. 



Dera Ismail Khan. 

109. No report from this district has been received, and the Auditor lent 
by Government seems to have encountered a spirit of passive obstruction when 
he tried to find out something of the work that was being done and to see the 
accounts of the money collected locally and remitted by our Committee. He 
reports that a District Committee was formed on the 3rd of March 1897, 
presumably on receipt of our circular letter. The Deputy Commissioner was 
Chairman and Lala Wazir Singh, Treasury Officer, was Honorary Secretary. 

The allotment made by our Committee was R 10,000, and was distributed 


as follows : — 

a 

To Tabsil Dera Ismail Khan . ...... 1,400 

Do. Kulachi , . . . , . . . 3,000 

Do. Tank ..... .... 1,200 

Do. Bhakkar . . . . . . • 3,000 

Do. Leiah ......... 1,400 


The Revenue Assistant distributed the money in Dera Ismail Khan, and 
Ri,90o in Kulachi, Ri,ioo in the latter tahsil being distributed by the Naib- 
Tahsildar. The Tahsildar distributed the Tank allotment, and Lala Amir 
Chand, Sub- Divisional Officer, the allotments for Bhakkar and Leiah. The 
work appears to have been properly done. 

The local collections amounted up to the time of the Auditor’s visit to 
R4,55 o, of which R4,230 were remitted to Lahore. 

This is one of the few districts where large sums of money were distributed 
by Tahsildars and Naib-Tahsildars, an agency which can hardly be said to 
be trustworthy in a work of this kind. 

Dera Ghazi Khan. 

iio. There was little distress here. A sum of R5,933 was collected, 
and grain was sold at rates below the market rate. This cost, Ri, 165-14-0, 
and the remainder of the money collected was returned to the subscribers. 
There does not seem to have been any Committee appointed, and the district 
acted quite independently of us throughout 

Bannu. 

hi. As a whole, this district did not suffer much from the famine. 

The only part where relief was found necessary was the Marwat tahsil, 
where, owing to successive bad harvests, the agriculturists had lost some of their 
cattle and seed. They are mostly small self-cultivating proprietors, and would 
have been unable to recover from the losses had relief not been timely. 

A Local Committee was formed for the administration of relief, and the 
Deputy Commissioner was President with Lala Anup Chand as Secretary. 

Subscriptions to the amount of R5,i75 were collected, of which R5, 025 
were for local expenditure. 

Rupees 10,000 were allotted by our Committee, making a total of 
R 1 5,025. Lists of agriculturists, who needed replacement of cattle and seed, 
but were not in the position to take Government loans for the purpose, were 
prepared by Kazi Taj Muhammad, Revenue Assistant, and Ghulam Kadar 
Khan, Tahsildar of Marwat. 

When the lists were approved, Khan Taj Muhammad again went round 
distributing the money with his own hands to the actual recipients. 

He subsequently ascertained, in many cases that the seed and cattle had 
been really purchased with the money, in other cases the Tahsildar made the 
enquiry. Very little money seems to have been ill-spent, and the Auditor 
reports that the work was very well done. Rupees 14,526 were spent in gifts 
for the purchase of seed and cattle. 

The only other expenditure was the distribution of R290 to 55 persons, 
whose houses and crops were burnt. This was distributed by Mr, Kitchin 
Assistant Commissioner. 
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In this district Bakhshi Anup Chand, the Secretary, deserves mention 
for his good work, and Khan Taj Muhammad has earned the thanks of the 
Committee for the hearty and through manner in which he assisted in the 
distribution, 

Peshawar. 

1 1 2. The condition of the people in the rural areas did not give cause 
for anxiety, but the high prices caused much distress in the city of Peshawar, 
and local subscriptions were raised for the purpose of alleviating it. A Com- 
mittee was formed on the 7th November 1896 to raise subscriptions and to 
administer relief. The Commissioner of the Division was President of the 
Committee, and the Deputy Commissioner of Peshawar was Vice-President. 
Lala Sundar Singh, Pleader, was Honorary Secretary, Two members of the 
Committee were placed in charge of each of the seven wards of the city. 

These members drew up lists of recipients of relief after a house-to-house 
visitation of their respective wards. 

Relief was to be granted as a rule under the conditions and to the classes 
mentioned in section 89 of the Famine Code, vis ,: — 

(1) (ft) Idiots and lunatics; 

(£) Cripples ; 

(c) Blind persons ; 

(d) All who from age, illness or infirmity are incapable of 

• earning a living. 

(2) Persons whose attendance on the sick or on young children 

in their own homes is absolutely necessary. 

Upon these lists tickets were issued entitling the recipients to purchase 
a certain amount of grain at cheap rates, or to receive free grants of grain 
at one of the shops, of which seven were started by the Committee, one shop 
in each ward. 

A Sub-Committee was appointed to supply grain to these shops as needed, 
the stock of grain purchased being kept in a central godown. 

The shops were open and the relief continued from the 20th December 
1896 to the 28th May 1897, after which all relief was discontinued. 

The total net expenditure was R 19,535, of which R 12,633 were raised by 
local subscriptions, and the remainder, R6,902, granted by the Municipal Com- 
mittee. No grant was asked for from the Provincial Committee for any 
purpose, nor were any of the subscriptions remitted to it, although the District 
Committee affiliated itself. The Municipal Committee made a grant of 
R 10,000, but, as stated, R6,902 were spent and the rest refunded. 

The figures of the numbers relieved were not kept by the Committee, 
and had to be produced afterwards as well as possible. The Auditor reported that 
about half the number relieved received free grants, and the remainder were 
allowed to purchase at favourable rates. But the amount realised from these 
purchases was Ri 2,746-10*9, and as the net expenditure was only Ri9,535, it 
would seem that the proportion of free grants must have been less. The 
abstract of the account stands as below' : — 


Receipts. 


R a. 

p« 

Local subscriptions .... 

• • 

12,633 0 

0 

Municipal Committees’ contribution 

• • 

10,000 0 
12,746 10 

0 

Sale-proceeds of grain 

• • 

9 

Total 

• • 

35,379 10 

_£ 

Expenditure. 




Purchase of grain .... 

» • 

30,749 7 

9 

Cost of establishment, etc. . . . 


1,326 4 

9 

Printing ...... 

• • 

i 39 n 

0 

Stationery ..... 

• • 

60 3 

0 

Miscellaneous ..... 

• * 

6 0 

0 

Refund to Municipal Committee . 

• • 

3,098 0 

3 

Total . 

• 1 

35,379 10 

9 
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. ..The work of this Local Committee was most thorough, and; deserves 
great commendation. The work of relieving the respectable was carried out 
in Peshawar with more' and better system than perhaps in any other town, 
The relief was extensive and, at the same time, economical. 


;• Hazara and Koh at. ; ‘ ' , 21 . 

1 13. These are frontier districts, and felt the famine- as Iittlelas' any part 
of the Puhjab, There was no need for reliefs in them., nor were any subscriptions 
sent from them, as they are not wealthy districts. They need no . further 
reference here. 

Gurdaspur, Muzaffargarh. 1 

1.14. No reports. have been received from these districts, and. the Auditor 
did not visit them. They acted independently of our Committee, though' ,a 
Committee , that was formed in the former district affiliated with, us. In both, 
districts sums were collected and distributed - locally, but no grant was applied 
for from our fund. 

Gurdaspur is a submontane district, and submontane districts suffered*, as 
remarked before, much less than the rest of the Province; ' 

Muzaffargarh is a district which depends little on rain, and has no large 
towns. Being hemmed in by rivers there is usually grazing for cattle, and the 
mortality of well and plough-cattle was inconsiderable. 
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APPENDIX A, 

PUNJAB PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE. 

— - — 4 — — . 

SPEECHES BY SIR DENNIS FITZPATRICK, Sir WILLIAM RATTIGAN, 

Mr. C. L. TUPPER, etc. 

From the “ Civil and Military Gazette dated 8th February iSgj. 

A public meeting was held at the Montgomery Hall, Lahore, on Saturday, the 6th 
February, for the purpose of selecting a committee for the administration of charitable 
relief in the Punjab, and for passing various resolutions. His Honour the Lieutenant 
Governor presided, and there was a large attendance of European and Native gentlemen. 

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor said that it had been suggested to him that, 
in order to prepare the way for the business to be brought before the meeting, he should 
address a few observations on their present position with reference to famine in the 
Punjab, and, in particular, that he should explain to them what the Government undertook 
to do in regard to that matter, and what it proposed to leave to private charity. He was 
afraid that, to several present at that meeting, what he had to say was already familiar, 
but he trusted that they would bear with him for the few minutes he would occupy their 
attention for the sake of the great mass present who were not given to studying the pub- 
lished tabular returns and official correspondence. He had, in the first place, to tell them 
that, according to the latest returns that had reached them for the week ending February 2, 
there were on their hands in the Punjab upwards of 92,000 distressed persons. Of that 
number, a quarter were in receipt of gratuitous relief, and three-quarters were labouring, 
or making believe to labour, on famine relief works. On the last day of the week 
the numbers were considerably in excess of those, and the tendency apparently was 
for those numbers to increase. It was true that the rain which had fallen within the 
last month had been a very great blessing to the Province. It had improved the 
prospects of the rabi crop in the ground, and it had, in some places, even admitted 
of some additional sowings being made. As a result of that, there had been a very 
material fall in prices, bul still, as he had already said, the tendency was for the num- 
bers to increase. For how long the numbers would continue to increase, and for what 
length of time they should have a large number of distressed persons to provide for 
in the Province, was, of course, to a very large extent a matter of speculation. It might 
seem strange to some of them that at the very time when prospects had somewhat improved, 
and when the prices had materially come down, the numbers of the distressed should 
be on the increase. But it occurred to him that the explanation of that was a very simple 
one. Owing to the establishment of peace and order in that Province under a British 
Government, to the limitation of the Government demand, to the vast works of irrigation 
they had undertaken, and the great extension of communication that had taken place of 
late years, owing to all these causes, and to the large development of the cultivation, the 
people of the Punjab had a certain reserve of resources upon which they could fall back 
in a time of scarcity, and whilst they had that reserve, they would not come to them to 
seek work or to ask for charitable relief. But still the country was a poor one, and the 
people of the country were poor: the reserve to which he referred was a limited one, and 
if high prices kept up for any length of time, as they had been doing of late, a point was 
bound to be reached at which that reserve would be exhausted, and the people must 
come to them for relief in some shape or other. And that, though there might be a fall in 
prices, which would somewhat ease off matters, that, he believed, was what had occurred 
in the present crisis. The people managed to do without Government aid for a much 
longer time than he anticipated they would, but the point of time at which they were going 
on relief works and forced to seek charitable relief was reached in several districts some 
time back. And though prospects had improved, and though prices had fallen, he be- 
lievedthat, so far as one could venture to speculate about such a matter, the numbers on 
their hands would go on increasing for some time to come. That there should be a large 
amount of distress in the country, and that there should be a prospect of its increasing for 
some time still, was a very grave matter from two points of view. Its gravity from one point 
of view was obvious to all. They could form for themselves some estimate of the amount 
of human suffering which that state of things must entail, and they were all, he was sure, 
full sympathisers. But the matter was grave also from another point of view ; he meant 
from the point of view of the Indian tax-payer, and that was a very serious point of view in 
a poor country like India. The gravity would be manifest to them when he said that at the 
lowest calculation what they were doing for the relief of distress in the Punjab at the present 
moment was costing them R8,ooo a day, or about two and-a-half lakhs a month, and that 
expenditure, ashe had stated, was likely in the future to increase. In that matter the Govern- 
ment owed a double duty. In the first place, it was bound to discharge the sacred obligations 
wjlich it had taken upon itself to save human life (hear, hear), and, in the second place, it was 
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bound in the arrangement it made to fulfil its dtxty to take care that there was no unneces- 
sary waste of public money. As regarded the first of those duties, he was glad to be able to 
inform them that their officers had succeeded in discharging it with a completeness which 
he scarcely ventured to hope for. He would confess to them that some months ago when 
they saw the distress which then was threatening was so likely to extend over a far larger 
area of the Continent of India than any similar distress which had occurred, at least in 
their time, when prices must rise to an inordinately high figure not only in those districts 
that were commonly regarded as insecure and for which they had famine relief pro- 
grammes ready, but also in those districts which were also classed as secure and in which 
no such programme had been prepared, he could assure them that he felt very grave appre- 
hension that the great calamity might in some districts come upon them before they were 
ready to meet it. But he was happy to say that, owing to the energy and zeal and 
resource of their officers, whether of high or of low degree, whether Native or European, 
all apprehension on that point was soon dispelled. Works had been found ready to start in 
all places as soon as they were required. They had succeeded not only in. saving human 
life, but had also prevented people from acute suffering. He was glad to say that from 
what he had seen himself, and from what he learned from reports which were continually 
reaching him, the people were not reduced in that Province at that moment to that . 
state of depression or emaciation which was observed in former times of scarcity, and to 
which they were at present reduced in some parts of India. If anything was needed to 
confirm that view, he might refer to the periodical statistics of deaths, which it was most 
important at a time like that to study. He was glad to say that the death returns at that 
moment were extraordinary, and below the average of ordinary years. That, he need 
hardly say, was due in a great measure to the dryness of the last few months, which, 
though it had been the main cause of the terrible calamity that had fallen upon themj had 
incidentally the beneficial result of making the country more healthy. He said the low 
death-rate was due largely to that, but at the same time the mere fact that the rate of mor- 
tality was so very low showed that, whatever might happen in the future, the health of the 
people had not yet seriously suffered. He wished he could report equally favourable 
results from the discharge of the other duty he had remarked upon — the duty of carrying 
on their relief operations in the most economical manner possible. He saw that some of 
their critics had lately written that the expenditure they were incurring on relief works 
had been a very profitable expenditure for the Government, or, perhaps, as they ought to 
have put it, for the Indian tax-payer, and that the Government, or Indian tax-payer, was 
getting most useful work done for half what it would cost in ordinary times. He did not 
know whether that was meant for a joke or sarcasm, but all he could say was that he wished 
there was even the smallest shadow of foundation for it. As a matter of fact, now that 
the first pressure of preparation for the main object of saving the lives of the people was 
over, and that they had had time to look more carefully into their accounts, they found 
that the cost of work done on the relief system was immensely greater than the cost of 
the work done by the ordinary method of petty contracting. He could not give them 
exact figures about that because they really only lately started those works. The people 
had come -on to them in large numbers with much suddenness, and it would be hardly 
reasonable to expect that their arrangements under such circumstances would at once be 
made so complete as to ensure a proper return. But he might tell them that since he 
had been down to the Ghaggar Works, the two Chief Engineers, Colonel Marshall and Mr. 
Beresford, had gone, at his request, minutely into that question, and the conclusion to 
which they came was that, no matter what exertions might be made, the most that Govern- 
ment could hope for was to get work done at about double the cost which it would cost in 
their ordinary system of petty contract ; and it might be doubted whether they would ever 
succeed in attaining that result. He mentioned that partly that he might complete the 
statement which he promised to give them of what they were doing and attempting to do, 
also because it illustrated the great difficulty of conducting relief works without incurring 
a great waste of public money, and because it would serve to enable them at once to 
understand how it was that they were compelled to have a relief system framed oh certain 
strict principles which, perhaps, to some very benevolent persons, might seem a little too 
strict. . It brought him to say a word as to the relief system. That system, or at least the 
main lines of it, were framed by very able men of large experience, and who had made 
that subject their study. It was assumed that Government would take upon itself finally 
and definitely the duties of preserving human life, but that it should undertake nothing 
more. The main principles laid down were that any gratuitous relief, save in very 
exceptional circumstances, should be given to no persons who were in such a position as to 
be able to work, and that, when gratuitous relief was given, it should be given only to such 
amount as was required to keep a non-labouring person alive and in health. - For the rest, all 
persons requiring relief would be required to labour and perform a certain task, not of course 
the task that they would expect from the labourers that they ordinarily employed for their 
public works, as that was quite out of the question, but still some reasonable task, and that 
they should be paid for that task at such a rate as would suffice to keep the labouring man 
alive and in good health. Everything in the way of comfort, or what ordinarily would be com- 
fort, was to be refused to all except those on the sick list. One observation more' he would 
like to make on that system. That was that, being a system which from the.very nature of 
the case was liable to very serious abuse, it was absolutely essential that it should- be con- 
ducted openly and in the face of all, and as a result of that it could show but little tender- 
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ness for the feelings and sentiments of those people who, by social position or hereditary 
sentiment, were debarred from engaging in manly labour, or from applying for gratuitous 
relief. In short, their famine relief system, though it was not a harsh system, was a severe 
system, was a system made of strict rules, thought out by men of business, and from which 
their officers were not at liberty to deviate, no matter how much their feelings or sympathy 
with the distressed, or compassion for their sufferings, might tempt them to do so. That 
simple statement of the matter would suffice to show them that, though their system was not 
a harsh system, but was, on the contrary, a benevolent system, it must leave undone a great 
deal which a compassionate or tender-hearted person would like to do for the many calls 
of the distressed people at a time like that. It left large gaps to be filled by private 
charity. As to how private charity should set itself to work to fill these gaps and to 
supplement the Government relief system, he would say nothing. He left that to be 
discussed by other speakers who would follow him. At the present moment, he would 
merely wish to insist upon the fact that there was ample for private charity to do, and it 
was for that reason that they had ventured to call them together that day. There was one 
other remark that he desired to make in that connection, and it was necessary to do so in 
order to avoid misunderstanding. It must not be supposed from what he had said that 
they imagined that private charity had up to the present been dormant. Far from it. The 
charity of the people of that country in all times like the present had always been shown, 
and on the present occasion it had not been found wanting. Many individuals had done 
much towards relieving distress from their private pockets, and some of them had given 
subscriptions for that purpose. And apart from private individual efforts of that kind, there 
had been started in a large number of their considerable towns organisations for the 
collection and application of relief subscriptions. The funds that had been raised and 
had been spent were in some instances very considerable. They were all well aware of 
that, and they all fully appreciated the work that had been done in that way. The reason 
they had called the meeting was simply because they were anxious to see done on a larger 
scale, and for all parts of the Province where it might be necessary, that which had 
hitherto been done on a small scale and within a limited area. A question had been 
asked, and very naturally asked, as to what should be the relation between the movement 
which he hoped would be established there that day and those smaller movements which 
had already been started in various parts of the Province. He had no doubt as to what 
the answer to that would be. Those who were moving in the matter that day had no 
desire whatever to interfere with those who had been moving in various parts of the 
Province beforehand, but that, on the contrary, their desire would be to so form their 
arrangements as to fit in with the Government relief. There was only one other point on 
which he wished to say a word, and that was suggested to him by a letter which he had 
just received from the Bishop of Lahore. The Bishop wrote : — “ I regret very much that 
it will be impossible for me to be present at the meeting on Saturday next in the Mont- 
gomery Hall, but the cause which it is called to promote shall have my heartiest co-opera- 
tion,” and then lie went on to say “the Bishops of the Church of England had agreed to 
call upon their clergy to make collections everywhere on the first Sunday in March, which 
I hope will secure the contribution of many whose names would not be likely to appear in 
the subscription list.” The suggestion which was involved in that was a very important 
one. They, of course, hoped to get some large subscriptions from some wealthy gentle- 
men ; they hoped to get a good many reasonable subscriptions of a reasonable amount 
from less wealthy people ; but they must not forget that a great many small sums mounted 
up to a large one, and they should look also to -get small subscriptions from many who 
perhaps would notr wish to put their names. down in the subscription lists for the small 
sum they could afford to give. And the way, or at least one of the ways, to get the small 
subscriptions was indicated in the Bishop's letter. It must be remembered that it was 
not only Christians that met together on certain occasions for the purpose of worship, and 
it might be that it would be well for all those who met for the purposes of worship to 
follow the example set by the Bishops of the Church of England, and to have a bag sent 
around on one of those occasions ; possibly it might come back after its circuit with con- 
tents which would be very acceptable to the Relief Fund. And he might add, not only 
on occasions when people met for the purposes of worship could such collections of small 
subscriptions be made, there were many local societies at which, if they thought the 
matter worthy of consideration, a similar course could be adopted.' (Hear, hear.) 

SIR WILLIAM Rattigan made the following speech: — “Your Honour, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, — The resolution which I have been asked to bring forward is one which I am 
sure will not only receive the cordial support of all who are now present, but will also 
enlist the generous sympathy of the well-to-do classes in the Punjab, It is one which 
appeals to us all by a common sentiment of humanity, for in the presence of distress and 
poverty all mankind are kin. To alleviate the sufferings of those around us, to feed the 
poor and the orphan are precepts which are peculiar to no nation and to no religion ; 
they are the dictates of the human heart, implanted by nature herself in the breast of every 
human being, be he Christian, Hindu or Muhammadan. At the present time unhappily 
this country is sorely afflicted. The' grim and terrible spectres of plague and famine are 
abroad, and although Providence has hitherto been merciful to us in the Punjab, and we have 
as yet been spared the one, and been to a large extent relieved from all anxiety as to the 
other dire calamity by a timely rainfall, yet our ears cannot be closed to the cry of misery 
which comes to us from the North-West Provinces, from Bengal, and from other parts of 
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and the Provincial Executive Committee should therefore act in concert with the Local 
Government, and should see that the monies which they distribute are properly applied. 
He said that, having attended the Famine Relief Meeting at Calcutta, he was in a position 
to tell them something about the condition of the movement. He had also had occasion 
to study the papers connected with the movement somewhat closely, and was therefore 
able to explain what the objects were upon which private subscriptions would -be 
expended. An obvious and conclusive reason for the whole movement was the resolution 
carried by the Government of India at the close of last year to receive subscriptions 
from England, and which made it obviously necessary that some organisation should 
be formed for the purpose of receiving those subscriptions and dealing with them. 
Not wholly on that account, but very largely on that account, the Viceroy held 
a meeting on the 14th January at Calcutta, which was followed by the appointment 
of a General Committee and an Executive Committee. A precisely similar 
course was suggested to be taken in the Punjab, Bengal, the North-West Provinces and 
Madras and already fallen into line like battalions to battle a common foe, and he felt 
sure they would all agree with him that the Punjab ought not to lag behind. The objects 
referred to in the resolution were the same as those set forth by the Government of India 
and adopted by the Calcutta Meeting. The Government of India set out several objects as 
specially legitimate for private relief. The first was to add small comforts in the way 
of food and clothing to those on relief-works, not to the able-bodied persons, but to the 
sick and infirm, the aged and the children. In doing that they would require the co- 
operation of the officers of Government. They would have to tell them who were on 
relief-works, and which of those people came into the category there described. Secondly, 
one of the objects set forth was to provide for the orphans, but that would come at the 
close of the famine. They had not much to do with that at the present time, but when it 
did arise, they would have to seek their information from the officers of the Government. 
The third object was more familiar. It was to relieve respectable persons, who would 
endure almost any privation rather than go on relief-works. That had been done to a 
large extent by the local arrangements already referred to, and with that good work the 
officers of Government had been co-operating, and no doubt would continue to co-operate 
as heretofore. The last object set forth was to restore to their original position persons who 
had lost their all by the famine. That again was for the close of the famine, and when they 
dealt with that they would have to seek the aid of the Deputy Commissioner, Revenue 
authorities, the Tashildar and his subordinates, to find out who they were who had lost 
their all, and what steps could be taken to restore them to their original position. In all 
those matters they would require the co-operation of Government officials, but if that con- 
cert was all they could look forward to, they would probably feel a little disappointment. 
But that was far from being the case. All he had said regarding the object to private 
relief by the Government of India was by way of illustration. The Government of India 
laid down two important principles. The first of those was that Government was respon- 
sible for saving tbs lives of the people, but it was essential to provide charity which, while 
working side by side with, would not interfere with nor overlap, the operations of 
Government. And the second object xvas that “there is ample scope for the exercise 
of private charity in mitigating suffering (mark the breadth of the phrase), and in 
relieving distress which falls just short of absolute destitution If they looked to the 
first of those principles, that the operations of private charity should not overlap those 
of Government, he thought they would see at once that a concert between the Local 
Government and its officers and those who were engaged in that movement was ab- 
solutely essential. The second principle, that there was ample scope for private charity, 
was broad enough to carry all that had been done, and was being so admirably done, 
in the Punjab, and therefore they could, by the operation of that principle, secure their 
work without breach of continuity. But there xvas one other result, at all events, . of 
that movement which was not down in the paper of the Government of India, and which 
would be claimed, he thought, more indirectly, but which was nevertheless of the greatest 
importance. He could imagine a criticism of the present Government to the effect, 
particulary in that Province, that they had been secured themselves against a severe 
famine by good winter rains, that private charity was doing very well, and that after all 
what was the good of making all that fuss and of calling for further subscriptions : if 
there was scarcity in other Provinces, let them take care of themselves. To that criticism 
with which he did not agree, there were several answers. In the first place, as he had 
already said, they must have been some organisation, as already money was beginning to 
come into that Province from the Central Committee in Calcutta. He had had a sum himself 
that afternoon. Secondly, as the Lieutenant-Governor had pointed out, they were by. no 
means free from crushing prices and crushing prices produced exactly that sort of distinc- 
tion which it was one of the special objects of private charity to relieve. (Cheers.) In the 
third place, and that was very important, what they subscribed, according to the resloution 
went, unless otherwise specified, to the Punjab. Nevertheless, it formed part of the 
General Fund, and in helping their own Province they were also helping the Imperial 
movement. That led him to another point which he particularly wanted to point out 
that the movement should be looked at from an Imperial and not exclusively, from a 
Provincial point of view. If they did that, he did not hesitate to say that the criticism he 
had supposed was one that was somewhat narrow-minded, somewhat ungenerous, and 
somewhat wanting in sympathy for suffering humanity. But it was more than that. In 



his humble judgment it would be a grave political mistake. If there was one thing more 
than another which had impressed itself upon his mind during that movement, it was its 
great political significance. Let them cast their mind's eye over the map of the world; 
let them look at the small and large expanses of red which marked in ail climes the great 
maritime and continental Empire, the greatest that history had recorded ; let them 
remember that those patches of' red were connected together by ports, coaling stations 
bv a network of wires carrying important tidings from one end of the Empire to another, 
and by the broad tracts of ocean for our fleets. That great Empire was one of which 
they were all fellow-subjects, and what was likely to be one of the results, and to his 
mind one of the most important results, of that movement, was that from all parts of the 
Empire sympathy would be evoked for those who were suffering in the famine-stricken 
districts of India. That was a point which they should not lose sight of — the enormous 
Empire from which that sympathy would be called forth. In concurring with the other 
Provinces of India in supporting that movement, they were striking what he might call 
an appealing chord which would vibrate as it were by electricity to the furtherest 
ends of that great Empire, and awaken there a responsive chord full of sympathy to suffer- 
ing India, and thereby would add to the political strength of that great Empire of which 
the Punjab, and even British India itself, were merely component parts. (Applause.) 

Mr. Shah Din seconded the resolution, which was carried. 

The Right Rev. Dr. Pelkmans proposed, and Rai Bahadur Brij Lal GhoSE secon- 
ded the following resolution, which was carried : — “ That subscriptions be received for 
the relief of distress in any part of India ; but that subscriptions contributed through the 
Punjab Committee shall be deemed to be subscribed specially to meet the needs of the 
Punjab, unless the subscriber expresses some other intention. 

A vote of thanks to the Lieutenant-Governor for presiding, proposed by Colonel Sir 
Benjamin Bromhead, and seconded by Diwan Ram NATH, closed the meeting. 

The following subscriptions to the fund were announced: — 


Indian Famine Relief Fund, Punjab Branch. 


Rs. 

J. R. Maconachie, Ontario . . 200 

L. W. Dane, l.c.s., Lahore . . 300 

Nawad Addull Ghafur Khan, Tera . 1,000 
Sardar Sujan Singh, Rawalpindi . 500 

Sodihi Indar Sin^h, Ferozepore . . 500 

Munshi Gulab Singh, Lahore . . 600 

Sardar Rattan Singh, Jhelum , . 500 

Rai Bhadur Gagar Mall, Amritsar . 300 

Raja Harbans Singh, Shekhupura . 1,000 

Lafa Rocha Ram, Abbottabad . . 500 

Mian Karim Bakhsh, Lahore . . 200 


Rs. 

La!a Dule.Shah, Lahore .... 200 
Mian Jamal-ud-din, Bagwanpura . 100 

Pandit Janki Pershad, Lahore . . 150 

Malik Umar Hayat Khan, Sbahpuf . 2,000 

Khushdil Khan, Kohat ; . . 200 

Seth Rattan Singh, Kohat . . ., 100 

Sardar Muhammad Hayat Khan, c.s.i , ■ 
Jullundur . . - . . . 500 

Ashik Muhammad Khan, Multan . 100 


Total . . 13,600 


AN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FORMED. 


From the “ Civil and Military Gazette ”, dated loth February /Spy. 


* Mr. Justice Reid has 
agreed to act. 


At a meeting of the Punjab Provincial Committee of the Indian Famine Charitable 
Relief Fund, held at the Lawrence Hall at 3 o'clock on Monday, jjthe 8th February, the 
following resolutions were passed : — 

I. — That the Executive Committee shall consist of the gentlemen named in the 
list annexed ; and that the Committee shall have power to add to its 
number: — Sir William Rattigan, Kt. ; Mr. E. B. 
Francis ; Revd. Dr. J. C. R. Ewing ; one Judge * of 
the. Chief Court (the Judges to be invited to name 
one of their number to be a member of the Executive Committee); Colonel 
J. B. Hutchinson; Mr A. E. Hurry; Revd. E, J. Warlow; Mr. C. L. 
Tupper, C.S.I.; Rai Bahadur Gangs Ram ; Mr. D. P. Masson; Rai Bahddur 
Madan Gopal ; Lala Ram Saran Das ; Colonel G. F. L. Marshall, C.I.E. ; 
Khan Bahadur Muhammad Barkat Ali Khan; Colonel Sir Benjamin Brom- 
head; Colonel M. C. Brackenbury, r.e., Mr. E. F. Jacob; Bhai Mian 
Singh; Mr. J, S. Beresford ; Mr. L. W • Dane; Mr. M. W. Fenton;. Mr. 
Ahveyne Turner ; Munshi Gulab Singh ; Pandit Gopi Nath; Mian Karim 
Bakhsh ; Mr, C. H. Atkins. 

IL— That the functions and powers of the Provincial Committee be delegated 
to the Executive Committee. 


HI. — That the Executive Committee shall have power, amongst other things, to 
elect its chairman and appoint a secretary and other officers. 

!V. — That brief quarterly reports of the proceedings of the Executive Com- 
mittee be circulated to all members of the Provincial Committee. 

W — That although, the conduct of the executive work of the Fund has been 
delegated, to the Executive Committee, it is to be understood that every 
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member of the Provincial Committee will be at any time at liberty to 
attend any meetings of the Executive Committee. 

The following further subscriptions to the Famine Fund were an- 
nounced: — 


Previously acknowledged 
Sir Dennis Fitzpatrick . 

Sir William Eattigan 

Sir Charles Roe .... 

Mr. C L. Tupper, c.s i. 

Right Revd. Dr. Pelkmans . . 

Bawa Khem Singh, c.i.e. 

and Rs. 200 monthly till the rabi 
harvest is reaped. 


Rs. 
13,600 
1,000 
1,000 
. 200 
> Soo 
. 500 
■ S.ooo 


Mr. E. C, Jassauala, Lahore 
and Rs. 25 'monthly. 

Lala Ram Saran Das, Lahore 
Painda Khan, Jhelum District . 

Arjan Singh, Chahal, Amritsar . . 

Sardar Jagat Sing, c.i.e., Sialkot District 


Rs. 

100 

500 

100 

25 

30 


Total . . 22,555 


Proceedings of a Meeting oj the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, Punjab 
Provincial Executive Committee, held at the Municipal Hall, Lahore , on the nth 
February liSyp. 


Present : 


Sir W. Rattigan, in the Chair. 

C. L. Tufper, Esq., c.s 1. 
Colonel Marshall, r.e., c.i.e. 

L. W. Dane, Esq. 

M. W. Fenton, Esq. 

A. E. Hurry, Esq. 

D. P. Masson, Esq. 

E. F. Jacob, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. Ewing. 

A. Turner, Esq. 


Rev. E. J. Warlow. 

Rat Bahadur Ganga Ram. 

Rai Bahadur Madan Gopal. 

Khan Bahadur Barkat Ah Khan. 
Bhai Mian Singh. 

Pandit Gopi Nath. 

1 ala Ram Saran Das. 

Mian Karim Bakhsh. 

Munsht Gulab Sings. 

C. H Atkins, Esq. 


I — Resolved that Sir William Rattigan be appointed Chairman and Mr. D. P. 
Masson, Secretary, with Mr. C. H. Atkins as Joint-Secretary. 

II. —That the following gentlemen be appointed as a Sub-Committee to ascer- 
tain from all districts what has been done by Local Committees, and what 
these latter propose with a view to co-operation with the Provincial 
Committee : 


Mr, C. L. Tupper, c.s.i. | Mr. D. P. Masson. 

Roi Bahadur Gauga Ram. 1 Mr. C. H. Atkins. 

III. — That the Bank of Bengal be appointed Bankers to the Fund, and that all 
local Banks be asked to kindly receive subscriptions and forward them 
to the Joint-Secretaries or the Batik of Bengal; that the newspapers be asked 
to publish a notice that subscriptions will be so received or may be 
paid in to any local Treasury for transmission by Remittance Transfer 
Receipt; that the letter communicating the sanction of Government to 
the grant of such Remittance Transfer Receipts be circulated in English 
and Vernacular to the local officers ; that withdrawals from the Bank 
Account be by cheque signed by the Joint-Secretaries. 

lV — That Government be asked to allow all correspondence issuing from the 
Secretaries, Provincial Executive Committee, and dealing with the busi- 
ness of the Famine Relief Fund, to be stamped with Service Postage 
Stamps. 

V. — That a letter be sent by the Secretaries to the Civil and Military Gazette, 

the Punjab Patriot and the Tribune newspapers announcing the action 
taken by the Punjab Branch of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief 
Fund; that .all sums received will be acknowledged from time to time 
in the newspapers; and that subscription lists are being issued which 
will be supplied to all who may be willing to undertake the collection of 
subscriptions. 

VI. — That the R 8,250 already received be banded over to the Secretaries, and 

that these and all other subscriptions be appropriated so far as may be to 
the purposes for which they are given by the donors. 

VII. — That a telegram be sent to the Honorary Secretary, Indian Famine Chari- 
table Relief Fund, stating that the probable requirements for the Punjab 
are — 

R 1,00,000 under head. 1 

„ 1,00.000 ,, ,, It 

„ 3,00,000 „ „ III 

„ 6,00,000 „ „ IV, 
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but thal the eventual demands may exceed the- present rough estimate, 
which is framed on as low a calculation as possible. 

VIII.— Read Circular letter No. go, dated 2nd February 1897, from the Honorary 
Secretary, Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, informing the Prov- 
incial Committee of a Resolution passed by the Central Committee that 
the services of missionaries and' other local agencies be utilised to the 
utmost in the collection and distribution of money. Resolved; that the 
letter be recorded, but that the Provincial Committee is already acting 
on the lines therein suggested. 

IX.— That copies of the letter No. 35, of 25th January 1897, from Sir Francis 
Maclean, to H. H. Sir Dennis Fitzpatrick, be sent in English or Vernacu- 
lar to all members of the Provincial Committee, and that those who have 
not already signified their willingness to serve on the Committee be asked 
to do so. 

W. H. RATTIGAN, 

President. 


From the “ Civil and Military Gazette /’ dated 15th February 1897. 

At the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief 
Fund, held at the Town Hall on Thursday, the nth instant, Sir William Rattigan was 
elected Chairman, Mr. Dt P. Masson, Secretary, and Mr. C. H. Atkins, Joint-Secretary. 
A Sub-Committee, comprising Mr. Tupper, Mr- Atkins, Rdi Bahadur Ganga Ram, and 
Mr. Masson was appointed to report on the formation of Local Committees. The ques- 
tion of the custody and disposal of subscriptions was considered, and it was decided to 
ask the Bank of Bengal to open an account, and other Banks and Government Treasuries 
to receive subscriptions to be remitted to the Bank of Bengal, Communications from the 
Honorary Secretary, Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, Calcutta, enquiring what 
amount the Punjab would require to draw on the General Committee, were discussed, and 
it was resolved to ask for eleven lakhs for the present. The Secretary of the Executive 
Committee was empowered to entertain an establishment of a clerk on R 50 and a peon; 
and as regards postage, Government sanction was to be asked to letters on Famine Relief 
matters being sent on the public'service. Letters and telegrams connected with the Fund 
from private persons and others, and cheques and cash, amounting to R8,357, received up 
to date, including a remittance of R 5,000 as a first instalment from the Honorary Secre- 
tary, Calcutta, were made over by Mr. Tupper to the Secretary of the Executive 
Committee. A letter detailing the purposes of the Committee and the views of Govern- 
ment at greater length will be found in another column. The next meeting of the Punjab 
Executive Committee will be held at the Town Hall on Tuesday next, the 16th instant, at 
4.30 P.M. 


D. P. MASSON, 
C. H. ATKINS 




Joint-Secretaries. 


Proceedings of a meeting of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund) Punjab Provin- 
cial Executive Committee , held at the Mtuiicipal Hall , Lahore, on the 16th 
February 1897. 


Present : 


Sir W. Rattigan, in the chair. 

C. L. Tupper, Esq., c.s.i. 

Col. Marshall r.e., c.i.e. 

E. B. Francis, Esq. 

L. W. Dane, Esq. 

M. W. Fenton, Esq. 

D. P. Masson, Esq. 

Revd. E. J. Warlow. 


A. Turner, Esq. 

Rdi Bahddur Ganga Ram. 

Khan Bahadur Barkat Ali Khan. 
Pandit Gopi Nath. 

Laia Ram Saran Dass. 

Mian Karim Bakhsh. 

Munshi Gulab Singh. 

C. H. Atkins, Esq. 


I. — Resolved that the Committee approves of the action taken by the Sub-Com- 

mittee appointed on the nth instant in issuing a Circular letter to Com- 
missioners and Deputy Commissioners, and also approves of the terms of 
the letter. 

II. — 'That the names now proposed be added to the number of those appointed 

Members of the Provincial Committee by the General Meeting of the 6th 
February; that the list of Members be now published with the name of 
Sir William Rattigan as Chairman ; that the Commissioner’s opinion be 
asked as to the addition of two other names recommended by the Deputy 
Commissioner, Hissar. 
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That tlie following simple Rules of Business are deemed sufficient for the 
present, and are accordingly adopted: — 

(r) that a quorum of the Executive Committee consist of seven mem- 
bers ; 

(2) that the Chairman, if present, preside at all meetings ; in his absence 
the Committee will elect a Chairman for the meeting; 

(3) ti' e Secretaries be authorised to incur expenditure up to 200 
rupeesper month for contingencies, and report the amount expended 
from time to time to the Committee. 

IV. — That the proceedings of the Provincial and Executive Committees be printed 

and also important letters issued and received by the Committees, and that 
copies be sent — 

(a) to Local Committees ; 

(d) to Colonel Ottley, Honorary Secretary of the Central Committee 
Calcutta ; ’ 

(c) to the Nawab of Lohdru, who, to some extent, represents this Prov- 
ince on the Central Committee. 

V. — A letter was read from rim Nawab of Loh^ru asking for full information 

as to the needs of the Punjab in order that he may lay the case for this 
Province properly before the Central Committee. It was resolved that 
the thanks of the Committee be conveyed to the Nawab for his letter, and 
that he be supplied with copies of all proceedings and with all the informa- 
tion obtained by the Committee from time to time. 

VI. — Resolved that Mr. Masson and Rai Bahddur Ganga Rdm be authorised to buy 
300 blankets at once at a cost of not more than R 3 each, and to send 
them to the Civil Officers in charge of the relief works on the Jhelum and 
Ghaggar Canals 

VII, — Resolved that Mr. Tupper be asked to kindly frame proposals for a future 
meeting with regard to the method of affording relief to destitute land- 
owners and tenants by the replacement of cattle and the supply of seed : 
also that the Committee thanks Mr. Tupper for undertaking this labour. 

VIII. — A letter was read from the Roman Catholic Bishop of Lahore, forwarding 
a subscription of R 500, and mentioning that he had issued a Pastoral 
Letter to be read in all the Churches of his Diocese as an appeal to the 
charity of the Catholic community, and it was resolved that the Committee 
records a vote of thanks to the Bishop for his kind letter and his 
subscription. 

D. P. MASSON, ) W. H, RATTIGAN, 

>■ Joint-Secretaries. 

C. H. ATKINS, J Chairman. 


The following is the list of names of the members and officers of the Provincial 
Committee passed at the meeting held on Saturday, the 6th February 1897 : — 


Present : 

His Honor Sir Dennis Fitzpatrick, k.c.s.i. 
Char man : 

Sir William Rattigan. 
Committee : 


Mr. C. L. Tupper, c.s.:. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab of Lohdru, c.i.b, 

Bcdi Khem Singh, c.i.b., Rawalpindi. 

The Rcvd. Dr. Ewing, Lahore. 

Mr. E. Nicholl, Amntsar. 

Lai a Murii Dhar, Umballa. 

Mirza Suraya Jah, Delhi. 

Ram Kishcn Das, Rai Bahadur, Delhi. 

Sardar Jiwan Singh, c.S.i., of Shahzadpur, 
Delhi. 

Raja Jai Chand, of Lambagraon, Kangra. 

Bedi Sujan Singh, of Una, Hoshiarpur. 
Muhammad Hayat Khan, c.s.i. 

Sardar Sujan Singh, Rai Bahadur. 

Sardar Bahadur Arjan Singh, Rawalpindi. 

La! a Gagar Mai, Amritsar. 

Nawab Fatteh Ali Khan, Lahore. 


Sardar Sundar Singh, Majitha, Amritsar. 
Mr. A, E. Hurry, c.s,, Lahore. 

Mr. D. P. Masson, Lahore. 

Revd. E. J. Warlow, Lahore. 

Rai Bahadur Madan Gopal, Lahore. 
Muhammad Shah Din, Lahore. 

Khan Bahadur Dr. Rahim Khan, Lahore. 
Mr. S. S. Thorburn, c.s., Rawalpindi. 
Major-General C. J. Moorson, Rawalpindi. 
Sardar Yar Muhammad Khan, Gujrat. 

Rai Sahib Lala Dauiat Shah, Gujrat. 
Sheikh Karm Dad, Gujranwala. 

Rcvd. Mr. McCheyne Patterson, Gujrat. 
Rai Shib Harnarain, Gujranwala. 

Diwan Jawahir Mai, Shnhpur. 

Sardar Ratan Singh of Kala, Jhelum 
Panda Khan of Darapur, jhelum. 
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Malik Umar Hayat Khan, Rawalpindi. 

Sardar Bahadur Jagat Singh, Sialkot. 

[The above-named gentlemen are members of 
the General Committee for India.] 

General Sir William Lockhart, k.c.d , k.c.s.i,, 
Rawalpindi. 

Sir Charles Roe. 

Colonel M. C. Brackenbury, r.e. 

Raja Harbans Singh. 

Lieutenant-Colonel J. B. Hutchinson. 

The Right Revd. the Lord Bishop of Lahore. 
Major-General Sir George Wolseley, K.c.u., 
Mian Mir. 

Mr. P. C. Chatterjee, Judge, Chief Court. 

Colonel G. F. L. Marshall, c.i.e. 

The Right Revd. Dr. Pelkmans, Roman Catho- 
lic Bishop of Lahore. 

The Venerable Archdeacon Spens. 

Sardar Dyal Singh, Lahore. 

Kanwar Harnam Singh, Jullundur. 

Mr. J. S. Beresfor'd. 

Mr. H. C. Lipsett. 

Rai Bahadur Ganga Rani, 1 Lahore. 

Revd. Robert Clarke, Amritsar. 

Pandit Gopi Nath, Lahore. 

Mr. T. Bliss, Lahore, 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Ghulam Hussain. 

Sardar Umrao Singh, Majithia, Amritsar. 

Mr. E. B. Francis, c.s. 

Lala Ram Saran Das, Lahore. 

Khan Bahadur Barkat Ali Khan, Lahore. 

Munshi Gulab Singh, Lahore. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. Brij Lai Ghose, Lahore. 

Diwan Ram Nath, Lahore. 

Rai Bahadur Bhai Mihan Singh, Lahore. 

Rai Shahib Fakir C hand, Bataia, Gurdaspur. 
Muhammad Yar Khan, Multan. 

Nawab Muhammad Ashak Khan, Multan. 

Lala Ram Chand, Honorary Magistrate, 
Multan. 

Lala Balmokand, Lahore. 

Lala Sheo Parshad, Lahore. 

Mian Amin-ud-din, Baghbanpura, Lahore. 

Rai Bahadur Kastur Chand, Mian Mir. 

Mr. E. C. Jassawalla, Jamsetjee’s Sons, Rose 
Cottage, Lahore. 

Mr. A. B. L. Cooper, Wine Merchant, Lahore. 

Lala Ram Chand, Amritsar. 

Lala Dholan Das, Amritsar. 

Lala Sant Ram, Amritsar. 

Lala Ganesh Das, Amritsar. 

Sheikh Gulam Kadir, Amritsar. 

Lala Ram Sukh Das, Sirsa. 

Mr. H. A. Anderson, c.s., Dera Ismail Khan. 

Mr. A. H. Diack, c.s., Dera Ismail Khan. 

Revd. Mr. Hoare, Dera Ismail Khan. 

Lala Sahib Ram, Extra Assistant Commissioner, 
Dera Ismdil Khan. 

Nawdb Abdulla Khan, Dera Ismdil Khan. 

Nawdb Altadad Khan, Dera Ismdil Khan. 

Azim Khan, Kundi, Dera Ismdil Khan. 

Diwan Jagan Nath, Dera Ismail Khan. 

Gosain Nand Lai, Dera Ismail Khan. 

Nawab Sir Imam Baksh Khan, k.c.i.e., Dera 
Ghdzi Khan. 

Khan Sahib Alla Baksh Khan, Saddozdi, Dera 
Ghdzi Khan. 

Rai Bahadur Hittu Ram, c.i.e., Dera Ghdzi 
Khan. 

Darbari Lai, Dera Ghdzi Khan. 

Khan Bahadur Abdulla Khan, c.i.e., of Isa 
Khel, Bannu. 

Mir Abbas Khan, of Bazdr Ahmad Khan, 
Bannu. 

Khan Sahib Hak Nawaz Khan, Bannu. 

Attar Shab, Bannu. 

Khan Bahadur Saif-ulla Khan, Muzaffargarh. 

Seikh Ahmad, Muzaffargarh. 


Sher Khan of Ahmedabad, Jhelum. 

Sardar Muhammad Ali Khan, Gheba, Rawal- 
, pindi. 

Lala Maya Das, Sahni. 

Mr. J. Brown, Murree Brewery, Rawalpindi. 

Mr. C. Dhanjibhoy, Khan Bahadur. 

Raja Jahnndad Khan, Rawalpindi. 

Sardar Ghulam Muhammad Khan of Pindigheb, 
Rawalpindi. ‘ 

Mr. Joseph Greenwood, Sialkot. 
Lieutenant-Colonel C. F. Massy, Jullundur. 
Sardar Partab Singh, Ahluwaha, Jullundur. 

Rai Kanhaya Lai, Honorary Magistrate, 
Jullundur. 

Lala Bhagat Ram, Barristcr-at-Law, 

Jullundur. 

Sardar Bahadur Subadar-Major Ghulam 

Husain, Jullundur. 

Mian Mahbab Bakhsh, Honorary Magistrate, 
Jullundur.. 

Raja Rugnath Singh of Amb, Hoshiarpur. 

Sodhi Ram Narain Singh, Hoshiarpur. 

Rana Lehna Singh, Hoshiarpur. 

Lala Mohkam Chand, Hoshiarpur. 

Jalal-ud-din Khan of Jahan Kalan, Hoshiar- 
pur. 

Raja Narindar Chand of Nadaun, Kangra. 

Raja Ram Pal of Kutlehr, Kangra. 

Sardar Hamdam Saddozai, Ludhiana. 

Sardar Badan Singh of Malaudh, Ludhidna. 

Faiz Talab Khan of Raekot, Ludhidna. 

Rai Bahadur Maya Das, Ferozepore. 

Bhai Zuffarjang Singh, Ferozepore. 

Sodhi Indar Singh, Ferozepore. 

Pandit Devi Chand, Pleader, Jullundur. 

Niyaz Muhammad Khan, Pleader, Jullundur. 
Lala Gopi Alai, Ferozepore. 

Mr. R Clarke, c.s., Delhi. 

Revd. H. Carlyon, Delhi. 

Mr. Clarence Kirkpatrick, Delhi. 

Revd. S. S. Thomas, Delhi. 

Khan Bahadur Elahi Bakhsh, Delhi. 

Hakim Abdul Majid Khan, Delhi. 

Sayad Sultan .Mirza, Delhi. 

Lala Sri Kishen Das, Delhi. 

Lala Girdhari Lai, Pleader, Delhi. 

Rai Bahadur Hardiiian Singh, Delhi. 

Rustam Ali Khan, Karndl. 

Sayad Aftab Husain, Karndl. 

Lala Joti Parshad, Jagddhri. 

Sardar Harnam Singh, Kltaror. 

Lala Chandu Lai, Hissdr. 

Rai Bahadur Jaswant Rai, Muzaffargarh. 

Mr. W. Mcrk, c.s., c.s.i.; Pesdhwar. 

The Nawab of Amb, Peshdwar. 

Muhammad Husdin Khan of Garhi Habibulla 
Khan, Peshdwar. 

Zeman Khan of lvilabut, Peshdwar., 

Raja Sher Ahmad Khan of Khdnpur, 
Peshdwar. 

Rai Bahadur Lorinda Mai, Peshdwar. 

Lala Hari Mai, Peshdwar. 

Mr. Bunbury, c.s., Peshdwar. 

Haji Ghulam Haidur Khan, Peshdwar. 

Mir Fazal Ali Shab, Peshdwar. 

Lala Dhuni Chand, Peshdwar. 

Mirza Abdul Rahman, Peshdwar. 

Bhai Nirmal Singh, Peshdwar. 

Kazi Abdul Kadir, Peshdwar. 

Pandit Pirthi Nath, Peshdwar. 

Mufti Fida Muhammad, Peshdwar. 

Lala Radha Kishen, Peshdwar. 

Abdul Karim. Khan, Peshdwar. 

Lala Sundar Singh, Peshdwar. 

Haji Malik Rahman, Peshdwar. 

Lala Ralla Ram, Peshdwar. 

Shahzada Sultan Jan, c.i.e., Peshdwar. 

Seth Rattan Singh, Peshdwar. 


The Punjab Provincial Committee of the Famine Fund, in exercise of 
their power of adding to their number, elected the following to be members of 
their body at the meeting held on Monday, the 8th February 1897 - 

Kamvar Suchet Singh, Jullundur. Panna Shah, Bhera. 

Khan Sahib Miyan Fazal Karim Khan, Malik Mubariz Khan, Shahpur. 

Jullundur. Rai Diwan Chand, Shahpur. 

Lala Salig Ram, Jullundur. Mr. Naserwanji J. Jamasji, Rawalpindi 
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Lala Duni Chand, Amritsar. 

Malik Khazan Singh, Aliluwalia, Rawalpindi. 
Col. Jowala Singh, Manager, Golden Temple. 
Rai Pandit Janardhan, Lahore. 

Sardar Udham Singh, Chachi, Sialkot. 

Mr. AUveyne I urner, Barrister-at-L aw. 

Mr. E. F. Jacob, Lahore. 

Mr. L. W. Dane, c.s. 

Mr. M. W. Fenton, c.s. 

Malik Hakim Khan, Ndn, of Shah pur. 


Rat Bahadur Pandit Suraj Itaul, c.i.e. 
Lahore. 

Mr. J. S. Middleton, of Messrs. Rnnkcn be Co. 
Sardar Buta Singh of Rawapindi. 

Lala Rocha Ram of Abbotabad. 

Pandit Maharaj Kishen of the Camhher Bind, 
Lahore. 

Mr. ICunj Behari Thaparof the Punjab Patriot. 
Muhammad Ali Khan, son of Nawab Nur 
Ali Khan. 


Proceedings of a meeting oj the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, Punjab Prov- 
incial Executive Committee , held at the Municipal Hall, Lahore, on the 27th 
February 1897. 


President : 


Sir W. RATTIGAN, Chairman. 


Members : 


C. L. Tutper, Esq., c.s.i. 
Colonel J. B. Hutchinson., 
Colonel Marshall, r.e., c.i.e. 
Colonel Brackenburv, r.e. 

A. H. S. Reid, Esq. 

J. S. Beresford, Esq. 

M. W. Fenton, Esq. 

A. E. Hurry, Esq. 


D. P. Masson, Esq. 

E. B. Francis, Esq. 

Revd. E. J. Warlow. 

Rai Bahadur Ganga Ram. 
Rai Bahadur Madan Gofal. 
Bhai Mian Singh. 

Pandit Gopi Nath. 

C. H. Atkins, Esq. 


, I. — The Honorary Secretary, Mr. D. P. Masson, read, for the information of the 
Committee, replies received up to the present from the Deputy Commissioners of districts 
It was noted that charitable relief would probably be required for the following districts : — 


1. Hissar. 

2. Rohtak. 

3. Gurgrion. 

4. Delhi. 

5. Karnal. 

6. Umbdlla. 

7. Ferozepore. 

IS- 


8. Moolldn. 

9. Lahore. 

10. Gujrat. 

1 1. Gujrdnwala. 

12. Shahpur. 

13. Jhelum. 

14. Rawalpindi. 
Amritsar. 


It was further noted that the demands, as roughly estimated by the Deputy Commis- 
sioners, who have already stated their probable requirements, amounted to — 


R 

89,000 under 

head I 


4,400 „ 

II 

>1 

1,48,000 „ 

„ III 

» 

2,61,000 „ 

„ IV 


or a total of R5, 02,400, while at present only R 1,36,000 are available for distribution. 

The Committee was of opinion that the greatest need of the Province would be 
under head IV, and that, therefore, it was not advisable to at once expend a very large 
portion of the money available. 

It appeared that in stating their demands under head I, the District Officers had 
allowed in some cases for objects which came within the scope of relief which Govern* 
ment had held to be its own province. For instance, the eight thousand rupees which 
the Deputy Commissioner of Jhelum asked for in order to relieve beggars could not be 
brought properly under head I. If people were absolutely destitute, Government had 
already laid down for itself the duty of assisting them by the opening of some relief work, 
and it appeared, therefore, that in acceding to this request the Committee would be 
encroaching on the sphere of Government, and would, at the same time, be pauperising 
those assisted. 

From the officers in charge of relief works it appeared that the men employed on 
such works were in good health, and were not greatly in need of further comfort or assist- 
ance beyond the means of subsistence given to them by Government. The immediate 
requirements seemed to be chiefly under the third head. 

It was accordingly resolved that the ioliowing sums be allotted under head III, for the 
present, to the districts named 

R 


Delhi . 

Karnal • 

Umbdlla 

MooltAn 

Lahore 

Amritsar 

Jhelum 


20,000 

5.000 

5.000 

5.000 
10,000 

5>ooo 

8.000 


Total 


. 58,000 
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And it was also resolved to suggest to the Local Committees of these districts that the 
cheap-shop system, which has been successfully tried in a number of districts, should be 
•utilized as possibly the best means of affording the relief required. 

II. — It was resolved that one hundred rupees per month be given to the Sabathu 
Leper Asylum for three months. The Asylum is a charitable institution, which has been, 
placed in great difficulty owing to the present scarcity and high prices. 

III. — It was resolved that local subscriptions already collected and received should be 
advertised in the newspapers, if the Local Committees report them for the purpose, but 
these subscriptions will not be incorporated in the Provincial Fund. 

IV. — It was resolved that a copy of Mr. Thapdr's letter, with its enclosure, be 
sent to Peshawar, Delhi, Amritsar, Ludhiana, Lahore and other places where there are 
skilled artisans, and that the Local Committees be asked whether they see their way to 
assisting such artizans in the manner proposed, and, if so, what grants they would require 
for the purpose. 

V. — A letter was read from Colonel Massy, Commissioner of Jullundur, asking 
whether Native Stales were to be invited to subscribe to the Fund and to be assisted 
from the Fund. It was resolved that the question be referred to the Central Committee 
at Calcutta, as an important question of principle was involved. 

VI. — It was resolved that a subscription of Raoo from His Highness Sir Slier 
Muhammad Khan, K.C.I.li., Diwan of Palanpur (Bombay Presidency), who is now travelling 
in the Punjab, be accepted and acknowledged with thanks. 

VII. — It was resolved that Mr. Kunj Behan Thapar be elected a Member of the 
Punjab Executive Committee. 


D. P. MASSON, 
C. H. ATKINS, 


} 


Joint Honorary Secretaries. 


W. H. RATTIGAN, . 

Chairman . 


Proceedings of a Meeting of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, Punjab Prov- 
incial Executive Committee , held at the Municipal Hall, Lahore , on the 16th 
March 1897. 


Present : 

Sir William Rattigan, Chairman. 


A. H. S. Reid, Esq. 

Colonel M. C. Brackbnbury, ii.e. 

L. W. Dane, Esq. 

Revd. E. J. Warlow. 

M. VV. Fenton, Esq. 


Members : 

Rii Bahadur Madan Gopal. 
Midn Karim Baksh. 

Pandit Gori Nath. 

Mr. Kunj Behari Thapar. 
D. P. Masson, Esq. 

C. H. Atkins, Esq. 


I. — Read a letter No. 96, dated 8th March 1897, from the Commissioner, Delhi 
Division, forwarding a letter from Captain Dunlop-Smith, Deputy Commissioner of 
Hissdr. Captain Dunlop-Smith, in submitting the estimate of his requirements, raised a 
question which the Committee resolved to refer to the Central Committee for opinion. 

This was a proposal to redeem land sold or mortgaged by small peasant proprietors 
to money-lenders on account of the famine. 

R was suggested that sums expended for this purpose should be considered to be 
debts incurred by such proprietors, but debts paying no interest ; that formal acknowledg- 
ments should be taken from the recipients, on which Government should be asked to remit 
stamp duty ; and that when realised after the abatement of the famine, the money should 
be placed to the credit of a Fund to be termed the Permanent Famine Fund. 

The Committee considered the idea a good one, though they had exceedingly little 
hope of sufficient money being available; moreover, they quite saw the many serious 
difficulties in the way of working such a proposal, via., the difficulty of distinguishing 
between alienations of land purely through pressure of the present famine and alienations 
due to other causes, such as improvidence. 

• •i^ ere ) vou ^ a ^ s0 certainly arise the analogous question of redeeming house property 
similarly alienated for a similar reason, and which it would be to some extent illogical to 
refuse to redeem if agricultural lands were redeemed. 



4 8 3 

II. — Read Letter No. 237, dated 24th February 1&97, and letter No. 321, dated nth 
March. 1897, from the Honorary Secretary, Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, Central 
Committee, and a telegram of the latter date : also latter No. 496, dated 15th March 1897, 
from the Revenue Secretary to Government, Punjab, forwarding copy of a telegram from 
His Excellency the Viceroy, in which the Committee’s attention is directed to the impor- 
tance of keeping the Central Committee supplied with full and early information as to all 
matters of importance in connection with the Fund. 

It was resolved to reply to Colonel Ottley by telegram and by a following letter that 
the estimate of the demand of this Province had been confirmed by information since 
obtained from Local Committees and Officers, and that the Provincial Committee cannot 
reduce its demand if the work of relief is to be effectively carried out. 

It is possible that there may be some rcappropriation of the money between the 
different heads, but the total of eleven lakhs is not excessive, anxious as the Committee 
is not to exaggerate the distress of the Province. 

It was also resolved that Local Committees and Officers be asked to send in full 
reports and, so far as possible, interesting ones, giving details of the famine and of the 
working of the famine relief, and relating any incidents which may seem to them likely to 
be interesting to the British Public ; so that the Honorary Secretaries may also be able to 
send in fortnightly as full and interesting reports as possible. 

III. — Read a copy of a letter from the Commissioner of Rawalpindi Division, to the 
Financial Commissioner, Punjdb, stating that four lakhs would be required from Govern- 
ment for that Division alone if the full demands of Zamindars for loans for the purchase of 
seed and cattle were to be satisfied. This seemed to the Committee to show that a very 
much larger number of peasants must exist who are unable, by reason of their inability to 
furnish security, to take such loans, and are therefore very fitting subjects for charitable 
relief to give them a fresh start after the famine subsides. 

This seemed to confirm the opinion of the Committee that the largest needs of the 
Province would be under the fourth head mentioned in Enclosure A to the Government 
letter No. 64 of 23rd December 1896, and seemed to strengthen their appeal to the 
Central Committee on the question of the allotment to be made for the Punjab, 

IV. — Read letter No. 303, dated gth March 1897, from Colonel Ottley, announcing 
that the Central Committee approves of the principle that Native States should not be 
excluded from the benefits of the Funds, and that a letter is being sent to all Branches 
on the subject. It was resolved to await this letter before taking any action in the 
matter. 

V. — Read letter Nos. 286 and 309 from the Honorary Secretary, Central Committee* 
announcing that certain articles were available for distribution, having been sent out 
by firms in England. It was resolved to ask for ten cases each of Mellins' Food, Triticine 
Food, and Condensed Milk, and one case each of Jayes’ Sanitary Compound and of 
Meaby’s Biscuits. 

VI. — A suggestion was considered which was contained in a letter from the Deputy 
Commissioner, Amballa, No, 142, of roth March 1897, to the effect that, with a view to 
stimulating local subscriptions, the Provincial Committee should agree to give Ri,ooo 
for every Ri,ooo subscribed in any locality. The Committee could not see its way to 
making such an agreement, as in this way the wealthiest districts would get the most 
money from the Fund, and this perhaps without reference to the extent of scarcity pre- 
vailing therein. 

YU. — It was resolved that it w'as not, in the opinion of the Committee, advisable 
or necessary, as proposed by Pandit Gopi Ndth, that members of the Provincial Com- 
mittee should go round the Province to the various Local Committees and appeal for sub- 
scriptions at public meetings convened for the purpose. 

VIII. — An application by R4i Bahadur Madan Gopdl for help from the Fund on 
behalf of the Ferozepore Orphanage was considered, and it was resolved to refer the 
matter to the Local Committee for opinion as to whether the institution was deserving of 
a grant, and, if so, whether the help could be given from the local funds, or an allotment 
from the Provincial Fund under Head II was desired. 

IX. — In connection with a letter, dated 13th March 1897, from the Deputy Com- 
missioner, Jhelum, it was resolved that the Deputy Commissioner be again informed that 
the persons whom he is relieving seem to come into the classes which Government has 
itself undertaken the responsibility of supporting either by relief works or, if they are 
unable to work, by kitchens and poor-houses. It seemed therefore that the Deputy Com- 
missioner’s proper course was to start these institutions at Government’s expense. As to 
the money already given, the Committee would be glad to be furnished with details 
showing to what extent it had been expended in gratis distribution of food. It was not 
intended that food should be distributed gratis, but sold at favourable rates, and the gratis 
distribution should be at once discontinued. As, however, the Deputy Commissioner had 
come to the end of his funds, and as it appeared that there was much distress in his 
district, it was resolved to send him a further remittance of Rs,ooo, but at the same 
time to inform him that more could not be given till the Committee be satisfied that the 
expenditure is being conducted according to the principles already laid down. 
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X— The estimates of- requirements submitted by Local Committees since last 
meeting were considered, and it was resolved to send for the present the following 
allotments:— 7 


To Jhelum 
To Rohtak 
To Hissdr 
To Gujrat 


R 5,000 under Head III. 

” 10,000 ■) un d er Heads 1 , II and III. 
„ 20,000 j 

„ 5,000 under Head 111 . 


It was resolved to draw the attention of _ Local Committees once more to the 
necessity of adhering to the principles of distribution laid down by the Central Committee, 
and further to suggest to them that the cheap-shop system was perhaps the best means 
of affording relief under Head III. 

With regard to the estimate submitted by the Deputy Commissioner of Gujranwdla, 
it was resolved to enquire how the Local Committee was constituted, and whether there 
were any relief works started in the district. If not, the Committee failed to understand 
his application for R8,75o under Head I. The Committee could not make any grant 
till further information should be received. 


XI. — It was announced for the information of the Committee that the present state 
of the Funds was as follows : — 


R a. p. 


Contributions from Central Committee 2,15,000 o o : 

Subscriptions received 38.234. t3 . 5 


Total . 2,53.234 13 5 


Allotted to Local Committees (including to-day’s Rqo.ooo) ... • 98,300 o o 

Purchase of Blankets for relief works 7 2 5 4 0 

Petty Cash Advances 3°7 0 0 


99.332 4 o 

Balance in hand ... . • i.53>9 02 9 5 


Total ' . 2,53,234 13 5 


XII. — On the recommendation of the Commissioner of Delhi, the following were 
added as members of the Provincial Committee : — 


Ldla Rim Chandar 
Ldla Mutsaddi Ldl 


} 


of Hissdr. 


D. P. MASSON, 
C. H. ATKINS, 


1 


Joint Honorary Secretaries. 


W. H. RATTIGAN, 

Chairman . 


Proceedings of a meeting of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, Punjab 
Provincial Executive Committee , held at the Municipal Hall, Lahore , on the 
goth March 1897. 


Present: 

Sir William Rattigan, in the Chair, 

Members : 

M. W. F bnton, Esq. 

Bbdi Mian Singh. 

Mian Karim Bakhsh. 

Rai Bahadur Ganga Ram. 

Mr. Kunj Behari Thapar. 

Pandit Gopi Nath. 

D. P. Masson, Esq. 

C. H. Atkins, Esq. 

I. — Mr. Hurry having been transferred from Lahore, it was resolved that Mr. 
A. Meredith be appointed member of the Executive Committee in his stead, and also be 
added as a member of the Provincial Committee. 

II. — A telegram^ dated 2gth March, from the Vice-Chairman of the Central Com- 
mittee, was read. The Vice-Chairman stated that the Centra! Committee can promise two 
lakhs in addition to the amount already allotted for the Punjab. 

This seemed to the Committee to signify that more than two lakhs could not be 
relied upon. In that case it would be absolutely impossible to attempt to meet the de- 
mands of the Province under Head IV. The two lakhs would scarcely satisfy the re- 
quirements under the other heads, which had been estimated at five lakhs. 


C. L. Tuppbr, Esq., c.s.i. 
Colonel J. B. Hutchinson. 
A. H. S. Reid, Esq. 

L. W. Danb, Esq. 

Rdi Bahddur Madan Gopal. 
A. Meredith, Esq. 

A. Turner, Esq. 
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The contribution from the Central Committee, if limited to only two lakhs more, 
would amount only to R4, 15,000 in all. 

It was resolved to send another urgent appeal by telegram and following letters 
showing the necessity for a further liberal allotment under Head IV, and saying that the 
estimate under the other heads had been as low as it could be framed, and that all the 
money now. allowed will be absorbed under those heads in relieving the immediate distress 
in the Province. There will then remain nothing for distribution under Head IV, and the 
consequence will be disastrous to very many of the small proprietors who form the back- 
bone of the Province. 

Great regret was expressed that the Central Committee seemed not to have fully 
appreciated the real needs of the Province, possibly for the reason that the initial demand 
had been so moderate. 

III. — It was resolved to send 300 more blankets to Mr. H. C. Granville, the 
Executive Engineer in charge of the Jhelum Famine Relief Works, as he reported that 
those previously sent had been utilised and more were required. 

IV. — The question of distribution of funds to the various Local Committees was 
considered. 

The following allotments were made under Head III , 


Lahore 
Delhi . 
Ludhiana 
Rohtak . 
Amritsar 
Amballa 
Gujrdt . 
Gtirgaon 
Karnal . 
Mooltan 
Hissar . 


Total 



R 


10,000 


20,000 


15,000 


10,000 


10,000 


5,000 


5,000 


5,000 


5,000 


4,000 


10,000 

• 99,000 


and under Head IV, Ri,ooo were allotted to Lahore for men who had been hitherto^ 
engaged on relief works to enable them to reach their homes and start again when har- 
vesting operations commence next month. 

It was resolved to ask the Local Committee at Ludhidna to try to carry out their 
proposal, which commended itself to the Provincial Committee, of affording relief to 
skilled artisans, and to send as full a report of their proceedings as possible. 

The allotment to Amritsar was intentionally made small, as it was thought that 
the people there should have collected, and can still collect, more by local subscriptions. 

V. — Read Letter No. 332, dated 12th March 1897, from the Honorary Secretary, 
Central Committee, with regard to the action to be taken towards Native States. 

The letter was recorded, and it was resolved to consider the applications of Native 
States as they were received. 

IV. — Read letter No. 5, dated 1 ith March 1897, from the President, Local Famine 
Committee, Jhelum, referring for orders a request of the Accountant-General, Punjab, 
that all contributions to the Fund should be paid into the Government Treasury. 

It was resolved to send a copy of the letter to the Revenue Secretary, Punjab, 
with the opinion of the Committee, that this Committee and the Local Committees affiliated 
to it come in no way under the rules of the Famine Code, as they were not appointed by 
Government under the provisions of the Code. 

VII. — It w r as announced for the information of the Committee that the state of the 
Funds was as follows 


R a. p. 

Subscriptions received 42,431 12 8 

Contribution from Central Fund. . 2,15,000 o o 


2,57,431 8 


Allotments to Districts (including to-day’s allotments) . 
Blankets for relief works ...... 

Petty Cash expenses 

Balance . 


1,98,300 o o 
725 4 o 
30S 11 6 
58,097 13 2 


2,57,431 12 8 


VIII— As Sir William Rattigan was leaving for England, a vote of thanks was'^ 
passed to him for his kindness in presiding over this Committee. The Committee 
regretted that he would be no longer able to help them. 

D. P. MASSON, •) W. H. RATTIGAN, 

> Joint Honorary Secretaries. 

C. H. ATKINS, ) Chairman • 
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Proceedings of a Meeting of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund , Punjab 
Provincial Executive Committee, held at the Municipal Hall , Lahore, on the 
13th April 1897. ■ 


Present : 


A. H. S. 


Colonel J. B. Hutchinson., 
Colonel J. A. L. Montgomery. 
J. S. Bekbsford, Esq. 

L. W. Dane, Esq. 

M. W. Fenton, Esq. 

D. P. Masson, Esq. 


Reid, Esq., Chairman. 

Members: 

Mr. Kunj Behari, Thapur. 

Rdi Bahddur Ganga RAm. 

Ithdn Bahddur Barkat Ali Khan. 
Pandit Gopi Nath. 

Midn Karim Bakiish. 

Munshi Gulab Singh. 


1. — A. H. S. Reid, Esquire, Judge, Chief Court, Punjab, was elected Chairman of 
the Executive Committee in place of Sir William Rattigan, who has proceeded to Europe. 

2. Colonel J. A. L. Montgomery and the Rev. C. D. Fothergill were elected mem- 

bers of the Executive Committee in place of Mr. C. L. Tupper, C.S., C.S.I., and Rev., 
H. J. Hoare, respectively, both the latter having gone on leave. 

3. — Rdi Bahddur Ganga Ram reported that he had purchased and despatched the 
300 blankets required by the Jhelum Relief Works as directed at last meeting. 

4. — An appeal for assistance from the Manager of the Lahore Strangers' Home 
having been read, it was resolved that he be directed to make his application to the 
Lahore District Committee of the Fund. 


5. — The Joint Honorary Secretary, Mr. D. P. Masson, stated briefly the contents of 
reports received from the Districts since last meeting, as follows '■ — 

HOSHIARPUR. — A public meeting was held on the 27th March, Major Inglis, 
Deputy Commissioner, presiding. Subscription List was oppened and 
Ri,3oo subscribed. Assistance, it is now- considered, may be required for 
certain parts of the district, especially for the Undh Tashil. A Sub-Com- 
mittee was appointed to frame estimates. 

FerOzepore. — The Honorary Secretary had received an urgent appeal from 
Deputy Commissioner for Ri,ooo, which has been sent. 

SHAHPUR. — According to previous reports no assistance would be required, 
but now considered that R2l,goo will be urgently required between 1st 
May and 30th June'for purchase of well and plough bullocks. 

Bannu. — A public meeting was held on nth March, which was well attended. 
A District Committee was appointed. Subscriptions over R2,ooo collected. 
A grant will be required for Western Marwat, and a Sub-Committee was 
appointed to frame estimates. 

Jullundur.— A public meeting was held in Town Hall on 23rd March, the 
Deputy Commissioner presiding. A Committee was formed which affiliates 
with the Provincial Executive Committee ; Sarddr Muhammad Haydt Khdn 
President. Sub-Committees are being formed in Tahsils.- 


GuRGAON.— Subscription, R2,76o promised in response to Deputy Commis- 
sioner's appeal. 

GujRANWALA. — The District Committee had again applied for Ri7,5oo a month 
under Head I,, while there are no relief works in the district. Joint- 
Secretary had again pointed out this anomaly, and had stated that no 
grant would be made by the Provincial Committee until carefully, framed 
estimates were received. He had informed District Secretary in reply 
to an enquiry that the Committee might expend funds collected locally so 
long as they did so strictly in accordance with the rules laid down in 
“ Enclosure A.” 


MONTGOMERY. — Public meeting held on 23rd March, Mr. P. J. Fagan, C.S., 
presiding. A District Committee was formed with Sub-Committees in 
Tahsils. Liberal subscriptions were collected. 

6. — A letter from the Hon'ble H. E. M. James, Vice-Chairman of the Calcutta 
Central Committee, was read, stating that he would visit Lahore on the x 8th and 10th 
current, suggesting how his time might be utilized and asking for information. J ' 

A Sub-Committee, consisting of Colonel Montgomery, Mr. Fenton and Captain 
Dunlop-Smith, with the Secretaries, was appionted to meet the Hon’ble Mr. James and 
afford all information. 


A meeting of the Committee was fixed to be held on Monday, the iSth at 7-30 a.m 
to meet and confer with him. ' 


Rdi Bahddur Ganga Rdm, Executive Engineer, was deputed to personally conduct 
the Hon’ble Mr. James over the local Charitable Relief operations. 


D. P. MASSON, 
C. H. ATKINS, 


} 


Joint Honorary Secretaries. 


A. H. S. REID, 

Chairman.' 
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Proceedings of a Meeting of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, Punjab 
Provincial Executive Committee , held at the Municipal Hall. Lahore , on the 
20th April 1897. ’ 


Present : 


A. H. S, Reid, Esq., Chairman 
M embers : 


Colonel J. B. Hutchinson. 

Colonel J. A. L. Montgomery. 

J. S. Bbresford, Esq. 

L. W. Dane, Esq. 

M. W. Fenton, Esq. 

Colonel Brackenbury, r.e. 

Colonel Marshall, r.e. 

Alweyne Turner, Esq. 

Revd. E. J. Warlow. 

Colonel Sir B. Bromhead, 

E. F. Jacob, Esq. 

Mr. Kunj Behari, Thapur, 

The Chairman asked Mr. D. P, 
the Province. 


Rai Baliddur Ganga RAm. 

Khan Bahddur Barkat Ali Khan. 

• Pandit Gopi Nath. 

Midn Karim Bakhsh. 

D. P. Masson, Esq. 

ALSO 

The Hon’ble H. E. M. James, Vice-Chairman 
and Secretary, Calcutta Central Committee. 

Captain Dunlop-SmithO Members of the Pro- 
Lata Mutsadi Eal, 'rvtttctal Committee, 

L51a Ram Chandar, )from Hissar. 

to state the exact position of affairs in 


Mr. Masson said the original estimates were as follows-— Head I, one lakh; Head 
II, one lakh; Head III, three lakhs ; Head IV, six lakhs. So far as could be made out 
from the most recent returns the requirements Avould be as follows : — Head I, R4o,ooo ; 
Head II, R20, 000 ; Head III, R3, 75, 000 ; head IV, R8, 05, 000. That made up a total of 
Ri2,4o,ooo, as against the original estimate of Ri 1,00,000. The amount received from 
the Central Committee so far was R4, 18,570, or just about a third of what was wanted. 

Colonel Montgomery, Settlement Commissioner, read the following highly interest- 
ing note on the subject of deaths of cattle in the Punjab : — Last month the Financial 
Commissioner issued a Circular calling on all Deputy Commissioners to submit returns of 
deaths of cattle since June 1895 and to give estimates of the help they would require to 
replace the losses from disease or starvation. The returns are not yet complete. Such 
as they are they have been tabulated. The deaths are divided into those from epizoic 
disease and those from starvation. It is presumed that, so far as relief is Avanted from 
the Famine Charitable Relief Fund, it can only be asked to replace deaths from starva- 
tion. In the majority of districts the deaths from actual starvation have not been very 
great. But some districts have lost very heavily. The principal losers are given below 
(plough and well bullocks only, not milch cattle or calves) : — 


District. 


Hissar 

Karnal 



Gujrac . . . . . 

Shahpur 

Jhelum 

Bannu . . . . . 

Total 


Number died 

Total cattle in . 

1 Percentage 

from 

district by last 

of deaths 

starvation. 

enumeration. 

on total. 

71,817 

135,764 

53 

6,000 

154.787 

4 

i>954 

136,465 

1 

2,960 

240,053 

1 

9,167 

262,112 

4 

4,000 

106,655 

4 

26,000 

134,424 

18 

4,872 

87,211 

6 

126,770 

1,257,471 

9 




No returns have come yet from Kangra, Ferozepore, Lahore, Amritsar, Gujranwala, 
Rawalpindi and Dera Ismail Khan. It is likely that when they arrive it will be found 
that there has been an appreciable mortality in Ferozepore, Gujramvala, Rawalpindi 
and Dera Ismail Khan. The greatest sufferer is Hissar. The Deputy Commissioner, 
Captain Dunlop-Smith, estimates that of the 71,817 shown as died of starvation, 29,944 
died directly in this manner, and the remaining 41,873 were killed for food. There can 
be no doubt that in several districts cattle have been killed and eaten when there was 
no fodder left for them. The figures for Jhelum are only a rough estimate; it is possible 
that this estimate is exaggerated. But, on the other hand, the figures for the neighbour- 
ing districts otVGujrat and Shahpur may be below the mark. In many districts cattle 
have been sent off in large numbers to river banks to get what grazing they could ; and 
thousands of animals have been kept alive by such poor food as chopped kikar twigs, 
and leaves and coarse thatching grass. The latter, though nourishing enough in its green 
state, can have very little nutriment in it in the winter months, when it is hard and dry. 
The estimated losses of cattle are from as early a date as June 1895. Asa fact, however, 
far the greatest mortality has occurred since October 1896. For this reason the percent- 
ages of losses have been calculated on the agricultural returns for the year 1895-96. The 
estimated average price per head of cattle varies in the several districts from Rio (in 
Simla) to R40. The most common price given is R30, and this may be taken as a fair 
average of the whole Province. At this rate £38,03, 100 is required to replace the cattle 
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lost in the eight districts alone which are given in the beginning of this note, 
for four more districts in which the losses have been considerable, we may- s 
down fifty lakhs as the sum necessary to replace all the cattle lost in the t\ye 
districts. But there is no reason why help should not be given to some of the 
whose losses have been less. Requests for help have come from several of t’ 
such help would be gratefully accepted. If we add another ten lakhs for the r 
districts of the Province, we get a grand total of R6o,oo,ooo as the value of the 
cattle from starvation. It is not, of course, proposed to attempt to replace ; 
Many cattle owners are well enough off to buy fresh animals from their. own r< 
others are in a position to take advances under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act. 1 
will still remain a large number of poor farmers who have come to the en 
resources, and have no credit left. Such persons are just those who can best b 
by free gifts from the Famine Charitable Relief Fund. I think I am well within 
when I say that a sum of R 1 5,00,000 could be well spent in this manner in the 
and I hope the Central Committee of the Relief Fund for India will be able to 
amount to the Province. 

The Chairman, asked Captain Dunlop-Smith to let Mr. James and the C< 
know what the extent of the cattle mortalily was in his district. 

Captain Dunlop-Smith said that the Financial Commissioner had sent 
Circular a few weeks ago asking for information on that head, He called for t 
from the Tahsildars, and then he personally went over the relurns and checked tl 
the facts he had gathered himself. The figures given for the districts were— L 
disease during 12 months ending March 31st, 5,317 ; died of starvation, 29,944 ; sla 
for food, 41,873 : total 77,134. Those figures applied solely to bulls, bullocks £ 
buffaloes, or, in other words, well and plough cattle. They amounted to 54 per cei 
total of those classes ascertained at the last stock-taking. Of the remaining 46 
about 26 per cent, were taken away by their owners to grazing grounds in other 
and Native States, and the remainder 20 per cent, of the total were still left. ( 
a good proportion of the cattle sent away had disappeared, so, roughly they m 
that over two-thirds and under three-fourths of their cattle had vanished, 
might be said that “ this is all very well, and the Tahsildars and Deputy Comm 
may be trusted to give a good sound estimate of the losses, but there is no proof c 
He had a complete answer to that. Shortly after he took over the district he 
the B., B. and C. I. Railway authorities, and asked them to send him returns of 
and bones exported from month to month from stations inside the Hissar district tc 
outside. Those returns were an absolutely certain guide. According to themdi 
J2 months ending 31st March 1897, 25,930 maunds of hides had been exported 
during same time under 100 maunds). The average weight of a hide was 15 s 
those returns represented 69,146 cattle! But there had been in addition a con: 
export on country carts from those parts of the district far away from the raih 
course the hides included those of cows as Well, but discounting that fact and add 
20,000 hides for export by carts, they would see that his figures were not exaj 
He was inclined to think they were under the mark. He certainly thought that 
the returns read out by Colonel Montgomery from districts he knew were ur 
mark. And it should never be forgotten that if a zamindar had no cattle “ he car 
He might have plenty of land and plenty of rain, but he could not produce crops 
cattle. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. E. M. James addressed an informal speech to the Co 
He read an extract from a letter to him from the Calcutta Committee, written e 
receipt of the Punjab Committee’s telegram, and stating that there would : 
considerable amount of money to distribute, and that the Committee would be pi 
re-consider the claims of the Punjab. Mr. James referred to the method which 1 
adopted for the distribution of the funds, and said after various schemes h 
suggested the one which was eventually adopted was that which assumed the me 
the gravity of the famine by the money spent by the Government of India, and n< 
number of people on Famine Relief Works, as the latter were in the main mere It 
and did not represent the actual need of the agriculturalist. The result was 1 
provisional measure they accepted that proportionate measurement, giving to th 
West Provinces 5J annas in the rupee, Bengal 34, Central Provinces, 2\, Bomb, 
and as the Punjab was only estimated to cost 12 lakkhs, its share naturally came 
an anna. The result was that on a scheme of 50 lakhs the Punjab w r as er 
R2, 18,75°. They therefore sent an additional sum from Calcutta bringing up the 
contributions, etc., to R2,i8,75o ; then they received the Punjab telegram. The 
Western Provinces had pointed out that if any amount was advanced for cattle 
it should be advanced at once in time to be of use for the kharif harvest, and a 
case in the Punjab they would participate in the funds to the extent of R4, 70,0c 
hundred lakhs they wanted the money at once. He (Mr. James) had been ti 
around trying to ascertain the relative needs of the various Provinces. B01 
that particular apportionment was satisfied and did not want any more, 
extremely obliged to the Secretaries for the kind way in which they had fed him 
formation.. He wished to point out that Hissar was, of course, an exceptional^ d 
.“broken district ” like some of those in Bundlekhund and the Central Provinces 
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had received a shock that they would not recover from in ten, or twenty years, if then. 
He had seen several parts of India in that state. Under such circumstances he thought 
the Executive Committee would consider that those people were entitled to the first con> 
sideration. On the other hand, he had received a most excellent note pointing out the 
larger claims of the Punjab, on the ground that it was not fair that because they happened 
to be sturdier and better off people than the rest of India, and stood off from the relief 
works till the last moment, they should not therefore receive assistance, especially when 
the mortality in cattle had been so great. With that he personally agreed, and he should 
represent it strongly to the Executive Committee that the loss of the cattle had certainly 
entitled the Punjab to a larger consideration. Of course he would have to review all the 
papers by the Government of India and those given at Lahore in trying to make, so far as 
he could, a proposal for the Central Committee for the further distribution of funds. He 
would try and make it as fair as possible, and they might be sure that the arguments in 
favour of the Punjab would be most favourably represented. That he would be able to 
satisfy the Punjab or any other district was absolutely impossible. It was a very thankless 
task he had to do, as every one would say they had been specially ill-treated. Excepting 
in Hissar, Rawalpindi, part of Karnal, and some other places, the distress in the Punjab 
appeared to be more a high-prices distress than an actual crop distress. In the places he 
mentioned he felt that there were great losses for consideration. On the other hand, they 
had a good deal of irrigation and there was a tendency to take the kharif crop at eight 
annas. Now eight annas was not a famine crop. Looking at it from a general point of 
view, he did not think the Punjab could say that it was on a par with the other distressed 
districts of India. There was the very exceptional case of the agriculturalist, who was a very 
worthy fellow, and he would represent his interests, and the more the Punjab got the more 
he (Mr. James) would be pleased. There was only one question he would like to be 
assured on, and it would support him in getting the further grant if he could assure the 
Committee at Calcutta that the preparations for the distribution of the money were 
complete. Unless preparations were complete, and unless it was known where and to 
whom the relief was to be distributed, it was better not to give relief at all, as all experi- 
ence showed that money given away in a hurry was useless. Referring to the Heads 
I and III, he thought the Committee might go into them again with the view to further 
economies. He found wherever he went that the Government relief was so very 
adequate and thoroughly organized, and he had no doubt it was the same in the Punjab, 
that the relief from the funds under Heads I and III was quite a minor concern. As 
far as orphans were concerned, they were under the care of Government. Referring to 
distress amongst the respectable poor, Mr. James said he found that was a popular way 
of distributing funds Everywhere he had been to he found that ladies and gentlemen 
of position had gone to great trouble in making out lists and distributing the relief. He 
wanted the Committee to consider whether more reductions could not be made under 
Heads I and III, because the more they reduced there the more they could have for Head 
IV. 

Colonel Hutchinson pointed out that Heads I and III affected a class of people that 
Head IV did not touch. It was not the agriculturalists that suffered the most ; the majority 
of their districts were fairly well off. The Zemindars were not so hard up, but it was the 
respectable poor in the towns who suffered. 

Mr. L. W. Dane corroborated the remarks of Colonel Hutchinson. There were 
eighteen thousand, more or less, families at Delhi who lived by gold embroidering, etc., 
and whose average monthly income was R3-8-0 a month. The Committee had done 
what it could to supplement those sums, and the largest grants had gone to Delhi. In 
Ludhiana also, where there was a colony of Kashmiris, they had endeavoured to supple- 
ment the small wage. 

Mr. Turner said it was a fodder famine in the Punjab. There had been an enor- 
mous loss of cattle in Shahpur, and there was a fear that many of the agriculturists who 
had lost their all would, if assistance was not forthcoming, join the criminal tribes. 

The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to the Hon'ble Mr. James, which was 
seconded by Mr. L. W. Dane, and replied to by Mr. James, who said that coming from 
Sindh he knew pretty well the circumstances of the Punjab. 

D. P. MASSON, ■) . A. H. S. REID, 

> Joint Honorary Secretaries, 

C. H. ATKINS, ) Chairman. 
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Proceedings of a Meeting of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, Punjab Pro - 
vinciai Executive Committee , held at the Municipal Hall , Lahore , on the 12th 
‘ May 1897. 

Present : 


F. H. S, Reid, Esq., Chairman. 
Members : 


j. S. Bbresford, Esq. 
Colonel Bracken bury, r.e. 
M. W. Fenton, Esq. 

Revd. E. J. Warlow, 
Aeweyne Turner, Esq. 

D. P. Masson, Esq.. 

C. H. Atkins, Esq. 


Klidn Baliddur Barkat Ali KiiSn. 
Bhai Mian Singh. 

RAi Bahadur Madan Gopal. 

Pandit Gopi Nath. 

Mr. Kvkj Beiiari, Thapur. 

Mian Karim Bakiish. 

Munshi Golab Singh. 


I ( A Resolution passed by the Central Committee at their last meeting was con- 

sidered. 

The Resolution, so far as it concerned the Punjab, was as follows : — • 

“ The question, whether a further distribution of funds should be made was then 
discussed at considerable length. The Chairman stated that he had had an interview 
with Sir John Woodburn and Air. Holderness on the matter, and that they were of 
opinion that one-third of a crore might be further distributed on the basis previously 
adopted by the Resolution of the 22nd March last. 

“The Hon'ble Mr. James proposed that no further allotment of funds be made till 
he had submitted his report concerning the famine-stricken districts, which he would 
draw up with an estimate in the course of four days, and that in the meantime he thought 
it would be better f.or the Committee not to apportion any funds on the old basis, which 
was a purely theoretical one, not founded on the actual requirements of the different 
Provinces. 

“ On the motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Stevens, it was resolved, the Vice-President 
dissenting, that upon the footing of one-third of a crore being distributed, the following 
further distribution and payments be made to the following Provinces • 


R 


North-Western Provinces 
Bengal . 

Central Provinces . 
Punjab . 

Madras . 


1145.834 

7,29,166 

5.20.833 

1.45.833 
1.45.833 


but that at present no further distribution of payment be made to Bombay or to] Upper 

Burma: ..and that the sum of Ri,45,833, payable under this Resolution to the 

Punjab, be treated as part of the R2,oo,ooo payable to that Province under the previously 
named Resolution of the 29th March last. The remittance of the sum of R2,oo,ooo 
to the Punjab, which had already been effected, was approved.” 

A subsequent telegram, dated 1 1 th May, from the Vice-President of the Central 
Committee, was also read. In this it was announced that four lakhs had been sanctioned 
in addition. 


As the Committee understood this information, the meaning was that four lakhs had 
been alloted in addition to the R4, 1 8,750 already received, making a total allotment for 
this Province of R8, 18,750. In that case the Committee had in hand available for distri- 
bution R6,90,530, the account to date being— 


Receipts. 

R 

. . 8,18,750 

73.048 

Disbursements. 


Allotments by Central Committee 
Subscriptions 

| Allotments to districts 
Expenses . . 

| Balances 

• • 2,00,759 

. . 509 

• • 0,90,530 


8,91,798 


8,91,798 

2. The reports from districts received since the last meeting were 
and discussed ; the points in them worthy of note were as follows : — 

next considered 


AMRITSAR. — During the fortnight ending 15th April 1897^3,044 have been 
spent, besides a certain amount spent in gratuitous relief. Two hundred 
and six shoe-makers are employed, who support in all about 1,157 souls. 
The expenditure on this has been R2, 635 -7-9, but most of this, it is 
hoped, will be recovered. Over a thousand women have been employed in 
spinning cotton yarn ; 358 of these are supervised by the ladies of the 
Church Missionary Society, Three hundred and fifty workers are engaged 
in weaving the yarn spun. Nineteen thousand persons were relieved by the' 



49i 


distribution of tokens representing a certain value of flour. Altogether 
21,842 people are in receipt of relief. The total of subscriptions locally 
received is 87,625-1 1-3, 

Rawalpindi. — For the fortnight ending 30th April. — Fewer people are now 
receiving relief. The expenditure has been R709-8-0. The price of grain 
is falling. 

Rohtak. — For the month ending 30U1 April. — Cheap-shops are being opened for 
the sale of flour on credit at favourable rates to those absolutely penniless, 
the Local Committee retaining the option of subsequently realising or re- 
mitting the Joan ; four such shops have been started in the district,- small 
.advances being given to each for initial outlay. . - , 

UMBALLA. — Report, dated igthApril. — One hundred and eighty women, mdst'ly 
high caste Muhammadans, are being employed in spinning, .and the cheap; 
shop system is being carried on. The Honorary Secretary, Lala Murli 
Dhar, gives graphic descriptions,of famine scenes, which have been incorpor- 
ated by the Honorary Secretaries in their reports to the Central Committee. 
The money allotted up to the present has been appropriated as follows : — 


City chcap-shop- 



• 

• 

• 



R 

2,000 

Cantonment . • 


, 

d 

• 

• 



• 2,000 

Spinning • 

• 

• 

• 


• 

• 

• 

* 1,000 


The demand for aid under Head I has been reduced from R6o,ooo to 
Ri.ooo or less. 

HlSSAB- — Mr. Floyd and Mr. Wakefield, the officers in charge of the relief 
works, report how the blankets were distributed. Mr. Butler, C.S., 

■' Honorary Secretary of the Local Committee, sends a vivid description of the 
ways in which the charitable funds are being spent to supplement the efforts 
of Government, which are, of course, aimed at the mere preservation of life. 
The ladies of the Baptist Zendna Mission are rendering most efficient help 
in Bhiwdni, and are able to reach the women. Of the funds in the hands 
of the Local Committee, R200 have been allotted to bach Tahsil to supple- 
ment the Government existence ration in the poor-houses, R300 have been 
allotted for orphans, of whom there are some in the poor-houses, R5,ooo for 
spinning and grinding and for gratuitous doles, • R500 to assist Miss 
Theobald’s relief operations. 

KarnAL.— -The money is being devoted mainly to the relief of parda-nashin and 
Musalmdn-Raiput women. Relief is given with as little publicity as 
possible. 

JHELUM. — The President of the Local Committee reports that the amount ex- 
pended in gratuitous relief is R 1,720. He does not think the case justifies 
an appeal to Government for the starting of kitchens or poor-houses, but 
that there certainly are people absolutely in distress, and who, owing to the 
stoppage of gratuitous relief, now borrow from the bania enough money to 
get a ticket and then repay the bania by taking only half the excess 
obtainable over and above the market rate. 

The expenditure to date has been 810,824 and the receipts R16, 701, 
(R13, 000. from the Provincial Committee). He estimates the requirements 
for the purchase-of cattle at 850,000. 

JHANG.-— Over R5,ooo have been subscribed locally. 

BaNNU. — R 20.000 are asked for for the purchase of seed and cattle, as there 
is distress in one part of the district. 

SlALKOT. — Rs.ooo are asked for for the purchase of plough and well cattle. 

MoOLTan. — The Local Committee asks for R3, 000 more under Head III and 
R7,ooo under Head IV. 

Delhi. — The Local Committee asks for R6,5oo more. 

MuZAFFARGARH. — The Local Committee asks for five, two, three and five 
thousand rupees under Heads 1 to IV, respectively. 

MONTGOMERY. — The demand on our funds is estimated at R 12,000 under Head 
III and Ri2,5co under Head IV. 

3. — It was proposed by Mr. Thapur and seconded by Mr. Fenton that a grant of 
Rio, 000 be made to Amritsar in response to an urgent appeal by Mr. Nichol for funds 
to afford employment to the workers of silk embroidery and gold lace. These men have 
been thrown out of work by the famine and the plague. 

The proposal was not carried. 

4. — It was (hen proposed by Mr. Thapur and seconded by Mr. Fenfon that a grant of 
85,000 be made to Amritsar for carrying on the excellent work of relieving women and 
children on the lines already adopted. 

The proposal was carried. 
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- It was proposed by Mr. Thapur that further relief be given to Delhi, but the 

Committee thought that the question of a further allotment to Delhi under Head III might 
be allowed to stand over for a time, now that prices have gone down considerably. 

6. -It was proposed by Pandit Gopi Nath and seconded by Bhai MiSn Singh, that 

R5,ooo be allotted to Lahore for the assistance of the work of female relief now being , 
carried on by Miss Fox and Miss Bose. 

The proposal was carried. 

7 . __It was proposed by Mr. Fenton and seconded by Colonel Brackenbury that the 
meeting be adjourned till Friday, the 14th, for consideration of the question of allot- 
ments under Head IV, as Colonel Montgomery and Mr. Dane were not present. 

D. P. MASSON, •) A. H. S. REID/ 

> Joint Honorary Secretaries. 

C. H. ATKINS, J ' Chairman. 


Proceedings of a Meeting of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Bund , Punjab 
Provincial Executive Committee, held at the Municipal Hall, Lahore , on the 14th 
May 1897. • . ■ 


Present : 

A. H. S. Reid, Esq., in the Chair. 

Members : 

MUn Karim Bakhsh. 

Rai Bahadur Ganga Ram. 

Munshi Gueab Singh. . . 

Mr. Kunj Behari, ThapUr. 

Khdn Bahddur Barkat Ali Khan. 

D. P. Masson, Esq. 

C. H. Atkins, Esq. 

1. — A discussion of some length took place with regard to the method of distribu- 
tion of the funds to be allotted under Head IV for the purchase of .seed and cattle. 

In answer to a telegram sent by Mr. Masson asking whether' the four lakhs last 
allotted to this Province are in addition to the R4, 18,150 actually paid, and whether this 
is to be considered a final allotment, a reply had been received from the Vice-Chairman 
of the Fund in Calcutta as follows : — 

“ The four lakhs are an additional to fresh allotment ; no further general distribution 
is likely to be made before July, and whether Punjab then will get more cannot say. " . 

The Committee accordingly decided to distribute six and-a-half lakhs at once out of. 
the R6,89,ooo now at their disposal. 

It was suggested by Colonel Montgomery that as he had only just returned from camp 
and was not prepared to make full proposals, the work of allotment should be placed in 
the hands of a small Sub-Committee, which should include himself. 

It was necessary to do something at once because the time was now approaching 
when the relief would be required, and also because the Committee would ,be broken up 
by the departure of some of its members to Simla. 

The suggestion was not, however, fully adopted, and finally Mr. Dane proposed and 
R&i Bahadur Ganga Ram seconded the following proposal, which was unanimously 
carried : — 

“ That the Committee proceed to the allotment of six and-a-half lakhs among the 
Revenue Divisions of the Province and to the appointment of a Sub-Committee, which, 
in consultation with the local Revenue Officers and Local Committees, should determine 
the internal distribution among the Districts of the Divisions. ” - 

2. — Colonel Montgomery then proposed and Mr. Fenton seconded that the Delhi 
Division, which is much the worst, should receive three lakhs. Rawalpindi, one lakh 
and-a-half, Lahore, one lakh and thirty, Jullundur, fifty thousand, and Derajat, twenty 
thousand. 

The Resolution was passed. 

3. — Mr. Fenton proposed and Khan Bahadur Barkat Ali Khan seconded that- the 
Sub-Committee consist of Colonel Montgomery, Rai Bahadur Ganga Ram and the Honor- 
ary Secretaries. 

The Resolution was passed. 

4. — Mr. Thapur proposed and Rai Bahadur Ganga Ram seconded that the .distri- 

bution be made in cash and not in cattle or seed, and that Local Committees be instructed 
accordingly ; the proposal was carried, and to prevent the money being misspent or mis- 
appropriated, it was further resolved that the Local Committees be requested to arrange 
that the seed or cattle be inspected after purchase by some trustworthy person. 1 2 3 4 5 


Colonel J. A. Montgomery. 
J. S. Beresford, Esq. 

L. W. Dane, Esq. 

Rev. E. J. Warlow. 

A. Turner, Esq. 

M. YV. Fenton, Esq. 

Bhai Mian Singh. 
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- 2. As the whole of the money had not yet been received from Calcutta, it was 
resolved to send first to those districts where the money was required at once, and 
where it was known that enquiries had already been completed and lists drawn up for the 
distribution. The other Local Committees should be first asked whether they have pre- 
pared lists, and in case this has not been done, they should be advised to do this at once, 
as it was most necessary that first of all lists should be prepared, after full and careful 
enquiry, of the persons most deserving of reliefs. 

D. P. MASSON, j 

£ Joint Honorary Secretaries . 
C. H. ATKINS, ) 


Proceedings of a Meeting of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, Punjab 
Provincial Executive Committee , held at the Municipal Hall, Lahore , on the igth 
June 1897. 


Present : 

A. H. S. Reid, Esq., Chairman. 

Members: 

Khan Bahadur Barkat An Kuan. 

Mr. Kunj Behari, Thapur. 

Pandit Gopi Nath. 

C. H. Atkins, Esq. 

I. — Read letters Nos. 747 and 857, dated 10th and 20th May 1897, respectively, 
from the Vice-Chairman of the Fund in Calcutta, asking that all contributions, even 
though received and expended locally, should be brought into the accounts of tlie Provin- 
cial Committee. 

It was resolved that the suggestion be adopted, and that such contributions be shown 
as expended in the localities where they were subscribed. 

II. — The proceedings of the Sub-Committee appointed at the previous meeting were 
read for the information of the Committee, together with letters from the Deputy 
Commissioner, Lahore, from the Commissioner, Rawalpindi, from Mr. Masson, and. from 
Colonel Montgomery. 

It was resolved that of the R40,ooo remaining unallotted of the amount assigned to 
the Lahore Division, R2o,ooo be given to the Lahore District and R 20,000 to the Feroze- 
pore District, each district thus receiving R70,ooo in all. 

A reserve of R33,6oo still remained in the hands of the Provincial Committee, and 
out of this it was decided to allot R5,ooo to Hoshiarpur. 

Of the Rio, 000 left unallotted by the Sub-Committee from the grant of R2o,ooo for 
the Derajat Division, the whole was given to Dera Ismail Khan District as recommended 
by Colonel Montgomery. 

The Committee increased the allotment made by the Sub-Committee to Rohtak 
District by Rio, 000, to be paid from the reserve of R33,6oo. With regard to Sialkot, 
for which the Commissioner was of opinion that a grant was required, the Committee 
considered it unnecessary to make a grant, as none had been asked for, as Colonel Mont- 
gomery, who knew the district, had not recommended any. 

With regard to the grant to Rawalpindi, ■ of which the Commissioner asked that 
Rio, 000 might be taken away and left in his own hands for distribution as he should 
think fit among the other districts of his Division, the request was granted and the allot- 
ment to Rawalpindi District was reduced by Rio, 000, which sum was given to the Com- 
missioner of the Division to allot as he should think appropriate. 

III. — A statement prepared by Mr, Masson was laid before the Committee, showing 
that, after deducting the sums allotted previously to the present meeting, the Committee 
had in hand a balance of R33,6oi-i-o on the 31st of May 1897. 

The account is as below : — 


A. Meredith, Esq. 

A. Turner, Esq. 

Rai Bahadur Ganqa Ram. 

T.nfn Ram Sarim Das. 


I. — Receipts. 

(1) . Subscriptions paid to Provincial Fund, after deducting R971-1-0 subscribed 

for Centra! Fund and remitted to Calcutta . . . . 

(2) . District subscriptions for local need's 

(3) . Contributions from Central Committee . . . . . 


R a. p. 

-77-03 1 7 6 

1.45493 14 1 
8,18,750 o o 


i 10,41,275 5 7 


Totae, 
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II. — Expenditure and Liabilities. ' ft' a. p. 

(1) Retained by Districts for local needs , ... i.4S4<n 14 i 

(2) Head I.' — Expenditure . 1439 S o 

(3) Heads II and III.— Expenditure 2,08,560 o o 

(4) Head IV.— Expenditure, vt'e .: — 


R a. p. 

Remitted to Districts 5,08,000 o o 

Allotted, but not yet remitted, to districts . . . 93,000 o o 

Held in reserve, as per proceedings of Sub-Committee of 
15th May ........ 50,000 o o 

6,51,000 o o 

( 5 ) Petty expenditure "... 1,160 14 6 

Balance available .. . ... . 33,601 1 o 

Total . 10,41,275 5 7 

■ IV.-— Wijth regard to certain letters from the local Secretary at Amritsar, from Miss 
Thiede and others, it was resolved that, as prices had fallen very considerably, there 
seemed at present no necessity for further grants under Heads I, II and III. 

V. — A bill submitted by the Punjab Patriot office for R350, for the insertion of the 
lists of subscriptions in its columns, was laid before the Committee for orders, 

It was resolved that the Committee must decline to pay the amount. It was true 
that payment was being made to the Civil and Military Gazette lax similar insertions, but 
this was because the latter paper had been adopted by the Committee as the recognised 
channel for the acknowledgment of subscriptions, and a definite agreement was come to 
with the Editor of the paper, who refused to publish the lists free of charge. No agree- 
ment had been made with any other paper, but the lists were sent them merely as a 
matter of courtesy, to be inserted or not as they wished. 

VI. — Mr. Atkins, Joint Honorary Secretary, informed the Committee that four bales 
of female clothing, received by the Central Committee from England, had been allotted to 
the Punjab for distribution. 

Letters had already been received from the Local Committees of Delhi and Hissdr 
asking for some of the clothing, and Mr. Meredith, Deputy Commissioner of Lahore, point- 
ed out the need for an assignment to Lahore also. 

It was resolved to allot one bale each to Delhi, Hissdr, Lahore and Ludhidna. 

VII. — A letter was read from the Vice-Chairman of the Central Committee, Calcutta, 
announcing that three cargos of grain were to arrive shortly, and asking what amount 
would be required by the Punjab. 

.It was resolved to ask the Deputy Commissioner of Hissdr what amount he would 
require, and to ask the Central Committee to allot this amount, if possible. 

VIII. ' — The Joint Honorary Secretary informed the Committee that he had received 
from some artisan of Ludhidna a pair of curtains which the maker asked the President to 
buy as he was ih distress.. - 

It was resolved that the man must be referred to the Local Committee at Ludhidna, 

IX. — Several communications from the Central Committee, on which action had 
already been taken where necessary by the Honorary Secretaries, were laid before the 
Committee for information. 

' X.— Reports received from several districts were laid before the Committee for 
information : — 

HlSSAR. — The District Committee acknowledges, with hearty thanks, the receipt of 
the intimation of the allotment of ,R2,22,ooo. The preparations for distribution 
are complete. 

LUDHIANA — Submits an account of the expenditure and announces that over a 
lakh of people have been relieved in the district. Cheap-shops have been 
closed from the 1st June. 

LAHORE. — Lists of people for relief under Head IV are being prepared. An 
Assistant or Extra Assistant Commissioner will be put in charge of the dis- 
tribution in each Tahsil, 

UMBALLA. — The Revenue Assistant will 'be sent round to distribute the relief. 

KARNAL. — The Local Committee has prepared lists and is ready for the work of 
distribution. The Deputy Commissioner and Mr. Harrison, Assistant Com- 
missioner, will supervise the work. 

GUJRAT. — The lists are being prepared under the supervision of the Revenue- 
Assistant; the Deputy Commissioner will himself distribute the relief at 
certain centres in the district. 

SHAHPUR. — An Extra Assistant Commissioner will superintend the distribution in 
each Tdlisil. 

JHANG. — As in Shahpur. 
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RAWALPINDI— Submits reports of expenditure and announces, the .distribution of 
the district allotment among the various Tdhsils. That the distribution will 
be made by the Tahsil Sub-Committees under the supervision of the Revenue 
Officer and the Assistant Commissioner of Attock. - 

Bannu. The allotment will be given entirely for plough cattle. An Extra Assist- 

ant Commissioner will supervise the distribution. 

JHELUM. — Lists have been prepared by a Sub-Committee. The money will be sent , 
round and distributed by Tdhsildars. 

ROHTAK. — The cheap-shop system of relief has been unpopular and has now been 
stopped. Lists of people requiring grants for cattle are being prepared. 
The money will be distributed by an Extra Assistant Commissioner. Relief 
is being given by making arrangements for watering cattle. 

Other districts have sent in simply accounts of their expenditure. 

A. H. S. REID, 

Chairman, 


Proceedings of a Meeting of the Indian Fmine Charitable Relief Fund , Punjab Prov- 
incial Executive Committee , held at the Municipal Hall , Lahore , on the 6 th July 

* 897 - 

Present: 

A. H. S. Reid, Esq., Chairman. 

Members : 

A. Turner, Esq. Bhdi Mian- Singh. 

Rdi Bahddur Ganga Ram. Rdi Gulab Singh. 

Rdi Bahddur Madan Gopal. Lala Ram Saran Das. 

C. H. Atkins, Esq. 

The meeting was called to consider a Circular No. X P, dated 21st June 1897, from 
the Vice-Chairman of the Central Committee, inviting applications for further grants, as 
30 lakhs, which remained in the hands of the Central Committee, were probably to be 
distributed during July. Applications were to be received in Calcutta by the 10th July. 

The Honorary Secretaries had sent copies of this Circular to the Commissioners of 
Divisions and to a few District Committees, inviting them in their turn to make appli- 
cations for further grants to meet special and urgent cases. Replies had been received 
from the Commissioners of L.ahore, Delhi, and Jullundur Divisions, and from all the 
districts invited, except Amritsar and Rdwalpindi. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Montgomery, Settlement Commissioner, and Mr. M. VV. Fenton, 
Revenue Secretary, had sent letters in regard to the Circular,' but were unable to be 
present at the meeting. 

All these letters were accordingly considered by the Committee. The applications 
received were as follows : — 

Delhi — R7,ooo for relief of respectable poor from now till the middle of October. 

Ludhiana — R 20,000 for replacement of plough and well cattle lost by starvation 
and disease. 

GujRANWALA — R 5 ,ooo as an additional grant for cattle. 

Lahore— R 30, 000 ditto ditto. 

Jhelum — Rao.ooo ditto ditto. 

Gujrat — R15, 000— Rio, 000 as an additional grant for cattle, and R5,ooo for 
distribution in relief of the respectable poor. 

FEROZEPORE telegraphed that a further large grant would be needed if the rains failed. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Montgomery, and Mr. Thorburn, Commissioner of Rawalpindi, 
(in a previous letter) were of opinion that Sidlkot should receive a grant. R5,ooo were 
asked for for that district. Lieutenant-Colonel Montgomery, and Mr. Gordon-Walker 
Commissioner of Jullundur, were of opinion that Ludhidna was the next worst district in 
the Jullundur Division after Ferozepore, and needed a large grant for cattle. 

Mr. M. W. Fenton wrote that, though he did not know of any special cases such 
as were mentioned in the Circular, he knew that Hissar, the south of Rohtak and the 
west of Gurgdon required as much help in replacement of cattle as they could get. 
Replies had, however, been received from Hissdr and Rohtak that the grants already 
received seemed sufficient at present. 

The Commissioner of Delhi replied for his whole Division, which includes Gurgdon, 
that no further grants were needed. 


C. H. ATKINS, 

Joint Secretary. 
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distribution. Minutes last Meeting have reached them. ' I have promised Jhelum ten 
thousand in reply to urgent telegram. Rain everywhere ; immediate d.stnbution neces- 
sary. Meeting might be held in Simla as^d.stncts have sent very little data. Financial 

Commissioner will know more particulars.” _ 

At the last meeting, held at Lahore oft the 6th July, it was resolved, to ask the 
Central Committee- fo? one lakh, the details for a total of Ri o 2) ooo.being given for 
seven districts. As the sum granted by the Central Committee is less by 25 per cent, 
than that asked for, it becomes necessary to reduce the grants for each of the districts 
named. 

It was resolved finally to distribute the money as follows • 

Districts. 


Delhi . 
Ludhiana - 
' Gujranwala 
Lahore . 
Jhelum . 
Gujrat . 
Sialkot . 



Original allotment. 

Now allotted 



ft 

‘ 8 

« • J 


7,000 

5,000 



20,000 

14,000 

• • • 


5.000 

4,000 

• • • 


30,000 

20,000 

• • • 


20,000 

16,000 



151PO0 

13,000 


- «• 

0.000 

4,000 

Total 

• 

1,02,000 

76,000 

sanctioned 

by 

the Central 

Committee 


granted out of the balance in hand. 

The action of the Secretary in granting Rt 0,000 to Jhelum is confirmed : this will be 
part payment of the Ri6,ooo now allotted. 

It being a matter of great importance that the money should be. distributed to the 
several districts without delay, the Honorary Secretary to be requested to obtain the 
amount sanctioned by the Central Committee immediately. 


Simla, 
22nd July 1897 


} 


A. H. S. REID, 

Chairman. 


Proceedings of a Meeting of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund , Punjab 
Provincial Executive Committee , held at the Municipal Hall, Lahore, on the 19th 
October 1897. 


Present : 

A. H. S, Reid, Esq., Chairman, 


■ Members : 


Colonel J. B. Hutchinson. 
A. Turner, Esq. 

Rev. E. J. Warlow. 

Rai Bahadur Ganga Ram. 


Bhai Mian Singh. 
Mian Karam Bakiish. 
D. P. Masson, Esq. 

C. H. Atkins, Esq. 


I.— -The proceedings of the informal meeting held at Simla on the 22nd July were 
confirmed. 

II. — Mr. Masson, Joint Honorary Secretary, stated that the meeting had been called 
mainly to report to the Committee the action that had been taken by the Secretaries since . 
last meeting, but also to consider some applications for fresh allotments. 

In most districts the work of distribution of the allotments had be.en completed, and 
as a rule, most satisfactorily. 

An Auditor appointed by the Local Government for the purpose had audited the 
accounts of many districts, and his reports were generally very favourable. 

In many districts the amounts allotted had been spent and found ' adequate for the 
measures of relief adopted. ' ' - 

In some the allotments had been in excess of the requirements, and sums had accord- 
ingly been refunded. 

In others, again, more money was still required to complete the scheme of relief. 

In Gurgaon the Deputy Commissioner, on behalf of his Local Committee, asked for 
R6,ooo, which he had spent on free grants of cattle and seed. The money had actually 
been spent, through a misunderstanding, from the Government grant for ' takavi loans, 
and he asked the Provincial Committee now to make the amount good. 
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On the proposal of Colonel Hutchinson, seconded by Rai Ganga Ram, it was resolved 
that the R6,ooo should be granted for the purpose stated, as the expenditure wasproncrlv 
debitable to the Charitable Fund. ” r 1 j 

JII. — An application from Montgomery for a further grant for cattle and seed was 
considered. The District Committee explained that they had originally asked for ^25,000, 
but had received only Ri5,ooo. The other Rio,ooo were urgently needed in the riverain 
tracts, and could be most profitably utilized for the rabi harvest. The Auditor had 
reported that the methods adopted in Montgomery were excellent. Colonel Hutchinson 
proposed, and Mr. Turner seconded, that the Rio, 000 be granted. The proposal was 
carried. 

'IV.' — Mr. Masson next brought to the notice of the Committee the case of Ludhiana, 
where a large balance of R2o,5oo remained unexpended. 

Mr. Rose, Deputy Commissioner of Ludhiana, was present at the meeting, and asked 
to be allowed to retain tbe money which, as he explained, he had distributed sparingly, as 
he wished to utilize it in redeeming small holdings which had been mortgaged on account 
of the famine. 

The Committee was of opinion that this could not be allowed, as, although the pur- 
pose was quite legitimate and in accordance with the objects of the Fund, there was not 
enough money for it to be carried out generally, and it was not fair that the plan should be 
adopted in Ludhiana alone. Mr. Rose’s attention was called to Resolution I of the meeting 
of 16th March, in which Captain Dunlop. Smith had made a similar proposal. Mr. Rose 
then asked to be allowed to spend the money on grants of cattle and seed, which were much 
needed, but which he had thought less urgently required than grants for redemption of 
holdings. The Committee resolved to allow this if Mr. Rose could distribute the money 
by the end of November in time for the rabi harvest. 

V. A letter from Mr. Fenton was read, in which he proposed grants for Hissar and 
Karndl for the purchase of blankets. It was pointed out by Mr. Masson that both districts 
had balances still in hand, and they might be asked to buy blankets from these. It was 
resolved accordingly. 

VI. Mr. Masson raised the question of refunding half a lakh to the Central Com- 
mittee for the use of other Provinces, where, according to reports received from the 
Honorary Secretary of the Central-Committee, money is still very urgently required. 

It was, however, thought that much was still needed here for blankets, etc., as the 
death-rate from exposure was reported to be very heavy. 

It was accordingly resolved to defer for the present the question of refunding any 
portion of the balance. 

D. P. MASSON, ■) A. H. S. REID, 

> Honorary Secretaries . 

C. H. ATKINS, j Chairman . 


Proceedings of a Meeting of the Indian Famine Charitable belief Fund, Punjab 
Provincial Executive Committee, held at the 'Municipal Hall , Lahore, on the 5th 
, November iSgy, 


Present : 


A. ~H. S. Reid, Esq., in the Chair. 


Members : 


Colonel J. B. Hutchinson. 
Colonel J. A. L. Montgomery. 
The Hon’ble Lala Madan GorAi, 
Rai Bahadur. 

Khan Bahadur Bakat Ali Khan. 


M. W. Fenton, Esq. 
Aeweyene Turner, Esq. 
Munshi ICaram Bakhsh. 
Rai Bahadur Ganga Ram. 
Mr. ICunj Behari, Thafur. 


- ' ’ C.H'.ATmNS.’Isq.; } Honorary Secretaries. 

Captain J. R. Dunx.op-S.mith was also present. 

Before the Proceedings commenced, the meeting, on the proposal of the Chairman, 
recorded an expression of condolence with Her Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress on 
the melancholy occasion of the death of Her Royal Highness Princess Mary', Duchess of 
Tcck. 

I. It was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Mr. Masson that the Hon'ble 

Mr. ‘S.'S, Thorburn, Financial Commissioner, and Captain Dunlop-Smitb, Director of 
Land Records, be added as members of the Executive Committee. The proposal was 
carried uhariimously. , . 

II. Mr. Masson introduced for discussion and for tbe orders of tbe Committee the 

question of the disposal of the surplus funds still remaining in the hands of the Committees 
of several districts. i , 

In Hissdr there was a balance of R 1,500 in band. This was needed for the jphrehase 
of blankets, etc., and it was resolved that the money was still required in .Hissdr and 
should be left with the District Committee. • 



Ill In K^rnal there was a large balance of R^ooo, which the District Commits 
reported to be a part of the amount subscribed locally^ They did not wish to retui 
money, and now proposed to expend it on purchase of blankets and on other legi 

purposes,^ reso j ve( j (-hat the money should be left with the District Committt 
seemed to be still required, on the understanding that they do not travel off the lin 
down by the Central and Provincial Committees, . _ . 

IV. In Gujrdnwdla there was a surplus of Rg,ooo which the District Committee 
to be allowed to keep for the contingency of another bad season, or the possible 
rence of high prices. 

The Provincial Committee was of opinion that this was not a legitimate purpose 
present Fund. As crops were now good and prices were falling, possible future s 
could not be considered a consequence of this famine, and the funding of money b; 
Committees was expressly forbidden. 

It was resolved to request the District Committee to refund the unexpended 1 
as soon as possible. 

V. In Gujrdt there was, according to the latest report up to 30th September r 
by the Secretaries, an unexpended balance of R42,ooo out of R48,ooo allottee 
Head IV. 

The Honorary Secretary pointed out that this District Committee had begun t< 
the monies of the Fund in ways which did not come within the lines ordained, and 
consequently found it necessary to point this out to them. Thereupon they had bi 
prepare lists, etc., on the proper lines, but this preliminary work appeared to be £ 
complete and the actual distribution was not yet begun. 

The Committee expressed its dissatisfaction and regret that the District Cor 
appeared to have failed to realise the responsibilities it had undertaken, and had 1 
opportunity of giving relief that had been much needed and would have been so 
appreciated in parts of this district which were seriously distressed. 

It was resolved that the Auditor lent by Government should be at once sent tc 
to find out the exact position of affairs and to inform the Committee, if possible, 
the money could still be properly utilised there. 

The Committee would then decide whether any or all of the balance si 
refunded. 

VI. A discussion then took place about the question of refunding any portion 
balance now in the hands of the Provincial Committee, 

Certain sums had been refunded by districts, and it appeared that the time foi 
ing all this money in the Punjab had now passed. 

Something must be kept in hand for blankets and clothing for the winter 
other urgent needs consequent on the late prolonged distress. 

It was resolved, on the motion of Colonel Hutchinson, seconded by Colone 
gomery, that after, providing for these, R40, 000 might still be refunded to the. 
Committee, and the Honorary Secretaries were instructed accordingly. 

VII. Proposals were made by the Hon’ble Ldla Madan Gopal and by Khan ' 
Barkat Ali Khan that grants of R500 each should be made to the Ferozepi 
Lahore Orphanages. 

Mr. A. Turner proposed by way of amendment that a grant should be made 
Orphanage for every orphan of this famine who should appear to be a native of the 

After some discussion the proposals were withdrawn, and the movers accep 
proposal of Colonel Hutchinson, which was as follows: — 

That it appears that there are in the Orphanages of this Province practica 
few children of the Punjab who have become orphans in this famine, but that child: 
been brought to them from the Central Provinces and other parts of India, and it 
that a special fund has been set apart by the Central Committee in Calcutta for tl 
tenance of orphans of this famine in India generally. 

That it did not, therefore, seem expedient that this Committee should, with 
sent information, make any grants to such institutions from its own funds, but si 
necessary, apply for grants from the special Fund in Calcutta. 

But that the Deputy Commissioners of Lahore and Ferozepore be asked to in 
Committee, after enquiry, whether there are in fact any orphans of this famii 
Orphanages, of those cities who belong properly to the Punjab, and, if so, how ma 
there are. _ 

Should the present information of the Committee be found incorrect, the mati 
then be re-considered, if necessary. • ■ 

This proposal was seconded by Mr. Fenton and was passed. 


D. P. MASSON, 
C. H. ATKINS, 


1 


Honorary . Secretaries,, 


A. H. S. RI 

. Cha, 



APPENDIX B. 


Letter No. 4676, dated the nth December 1897, from M. S. D. Butler, Esq., Secretary, Hissar District 
Charitable Relief Committee, to Captain J. R. D unlop-Smith, President of the Hissar District 
Charitable Relief Committee. 

Under cover of, this letter, I beg to submit for your approval a draft of a Report on 
the working of the District Committee of Hissar during the past few months. It is 
divided into four parts, and attached to it are seven Forms A and the same number of 
Forms B. The Report explains itself/ 

2. With reference to the item of Ri 7,306-8-7, shown as local subscriptions in Form 
A, a few words are necessary to explain an apparent discrepancy between that total and 
the figures returned by me in the usual monthly cash accounts submitted to the Provincial 
Committee. The monthly receipts reported amounted to R17, 562-6-7, to which should 
be added two sums of R144-12-0 collected by Miss Theobald, and R5-6-0 realised in 
Sirsa, making in all R17, 712-8-7. The excess of R406 over the total now returned is 
explained as follows 

A sum of R200 was reckoned as a subscription which had been advanced as a loan 
from the District Board Funds in order to start operations. This has now been repaid. 
A sum of R100 was erroneously credited to this Fund, as already reported on by me, 
owing to a mistake of a Sidha Nawfs, and has now been transferred to its proper head, 
and in a similar manner and with a similar result, R3i were inserted in the Committee’s 
books. The remaining error of R75 is due to my having reckoned, by mistake, two items 
of R50 and R25 both in the District and the Hissdr Town Committee’s receipts. All 
these errors have now been traced and adjusted, and, with the exception of the item of 
R31, were explained to Mr. Harris when he audited the Committee’s account. The item 
.of R31 was discovered after his visit. 

3. Nothing, it will be observed, has been said in the Report about the system of ac- 
counts pursued by the Committee. This has been done purposely, as the Central Com- 
mittee has seemed to wish to take this matter out of the District Committee’s hands. 

The accounts of the Committee have been audited by the gentleman appointed for 
that purpose, and as no copy of his criticisms has as yet been received, it has not been 
thought proper to touch upon the subject. 

4. Witlrireference to the question of records, I have to report that I have applied to 
the Secretary to the Provincial Committee to know what he desires to be done with the 
considerable mass of papers accumulated. I have asked especially what is to be the 
fate of the receipts which are filed in my office- for, I think I may say, every item of 
disbursement. 

5. The report, it will be observed, is an interim one. A balance of R5, 766-1-1 
remains, of which Ri, 601-7-3 is in the hands of two local Committees. The remainder, 
vis., R4,i64-g-lo, has been, or is being, spent on the purchase of blankets. A separate 
Report on this matter will be submitted in due course.. I have also heard during the last 
few days of one or two further claims on the Fund, which, if sustained, will be met from 
the resources still at the Committee’s disposal. They are all small. A considerable 
difficulty has been found in obtaining supplies of blankets. 

6. In writing the first three Chapters of this Report, I have drawn entirely, it is 
hardly necessary to say, on the Famine Report of the District now being written. 
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CHAPTER I.— DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT. 

1. The Hissar District lies between 28°36' and 30°!' north latitude, and 74°3i' and 
76°22' east longitude, and forms part of the great alluvial plain between the rivers Sutlej 
and Jumna. In its physical features it presents a mean between the rich cultivation of 
Ferozepore, Karndl, and the Cis-Sutlej States and the arid barrenness of Bikanir. In 
accordance with a time-honoured division its soil falls into four main classes. To the 
north of Ghaggar in Sirsa there is a light loamy tract of inconsiderable dimensions, known 
as the Rohi to the south of the stream, and along the whole of the west border lies the 
great Bdgar country. The soil in this part is very sandy, and the surface of the ground 
is broken by low mounds of varying and fantastic shape, the creations of the summer 
dust-storms. To the north-east of this tract and bounded by the railway on the south 
and a line drawn between Tohdna and Fatahabad on the north is the Hari&na or “ green ” 
portion of the district, which formed the scene of the exploits of the French and English 
military adventures of a century ago, and which is characterised by a good light loamy 
soil ; while to the north and north-west of this tract and along the Ghaggar bed is found 
the stiff clay of the Ndli Circles of former settlements. The district is surrounded almost 
entirely by Native States, but for a few miles it touches British territory in the dis- 
tricts of Ferozepore and Rohtak. 

2. HissSr stands seventh in order of size among the thirty-one districts of the Prov- 

Area> ince, and with an area of 5,188 square miles is nearly 

equal in magnitude to the county of Yorkshire, or half 
of the kingdom of Belgium. Its cultivated area is 4,068 square miles, but the average 
amount actually sown, as ascertained at the last Settlement, was only 2,327 square miles, 
or 45 per cent, of the total. 

3. The irrigated area of the district has been strikingly extended during the last 

Canal irrigation. years from a total of 79,300 to 1 4i,i2 1 acres. Almost 

the whole of this tract is served by the Western Jumna 
Canal, and a still further increase has been obtained by the construction during the 
present famine of the Ghaggar Canals, which are expected to supply some 50,000 acres 
more, so that in future nearly 200,000 acres will be secured by artificial irrigation. 

4. Besides the canal watered area given above, there are 3,593 acres under well 

We(ls cultivation. This insignificant total is due to the fact that 

" e ““" except in the Ghaggar Valley the spring level is more 

than 100 feet below the surface of the soil, and accordingly the cost of well construction 
and maintenance is prohibitive. It is though instructive to note that during the present 
year, when the people were driven by the pressure of famine to unusual exertions, no 
fewer than 143 new unbricked wells were sunk in the Bhiwdni tahsfl, which were instru- 
mental in raising 1,716 acres of crops. 

5. The prosperity of a district in which the opportunities for artificial irrigation are 

so limited is thus made to depend on the amount and 
Rain a ‘ character of the annual rainfall, and it is unfortunate that 

there is no part of the Province where this is at once so variable and so partial. During 
the ten years from 1886-87 to 1895-96 inclusive, the average yearly rainfall for the whole 
district has amounted only to i 6\58 inches, while variations between the totals of the 
various Talisils show the striking difference of 17-95 inches as the average for the same 
period for the BhiwSni, and 13-85 for the Sirsa Tahsil. This topic might be pursued 
further, and there are figures available to produce even more startling results, but it will 
suffice to say that even in years of good rain one village may receive an ample supply, 
while another in the same circle may find its crops ruined for want of it. The_ reason is 
that Hissdr, lying as it does on the outer edge of the monsoon vortex, obtains its rain in 
the shape of thunderstorms, which travel in an erratic course, and are seldom of more 
than an hour’s duration. 

6. The communications of the district are almost as precarious as its rainfall. Apart 

from the Rewdri-Ferozepore line of railway, which runs 
Communication. right through the centre of the district from Bhiwani on 

the south-east to KilSnwali on the north-west, there is really very little to boast of at 
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all The whole length of metalled road amounts only to 18 miles, and is contained almost 
entirely in the civil stations of Sirsa and Hissdr, and is therefore a negligible quantity. 
In the "Haridna and Mli tracts, where the soil is comparatively firm, there are unmetalled 
roads which, except in the three rainy months, are more or less practicable for cart . 
traffic, but in the B5gar country there are nothing more than tracks across the sand, and 
traffic is entirely maintained by camels. In no part are there trees along the roadside, as 
experience has shown that they only serve to bank up the sand, which in the summer 
months is blown about in violent dust-storms for weeks together, and which, if allowed 
to collect in any one spot, renders it quite impassable for any sort of wheeled traffic. 
Apart from these drawbacks it cannot though be said that, except after a heavy fall of 
rain, there are any serious obstacles to traffic, for the dearth of water in the summer 
months along the trade routes is met by the maintenance ofa series of water-posts [piaos) 
during May, June and July on all the main lines of communications, 

7. At the census of 1891 the total population of the district was ascertained to be 

776,000, of whom 87^ per cent, were classed as rural, and 
opuation. 12 J per cent^as urban. The average density of popula- 

tion per square mile is just under 150, a figure which falls, far short of the average of the 
Province. It is difficult, owing to the frequent alterations in its boundaries, to ascertain 
whether there has been from time to time any increase in the population of the district, 
but it Would appear that there has. It is clear though that what there has been, has been 
but slight. Before the present system of relief was organised it was customary for the 
people in the recurring periods of the scarcity to leave their homes and migrate to more 
favoured tracts, and their places were only taken, after a series of good seasons had held 
out temptations to fresh immigrants, by new settlers, who perhaps in the course of another 
cycle would themselves be driven out by another period of famine. Since 1881 a well- 
defined increase in the number of female immigrants seems to prove that the descendants 
of the original colonists still seek their wives in their ancient homes. 

8. The distribution of the various tribes and castes, of which Jats form 27*1 per cent, 

_ ., . and MusalmSn Rdjputs I2‘9 per cent, of the whole total 

i.ibc.. nm may be shown roughly as follows: — To the north of the 

Ghaggar in Sirsa are to be found the few Sikh Jats of whom the district can boast. 
Along the banks of the river live Pachhadds, a thriftless Muhammadan tribe of cattle- , 
lifters, and to the south of them, throughout the Bdgar country of Sirsa, and the western 
part of the other four tahsils, the Bdgri Jat. The Haridna tract is characterised by an 
admixture of Rdjputs, who are mostly Muhammadans, and Deswdli Jats, but the latter 
largely predominate, while to the north of them in the Ndli Circles are found Musalmdao 
Rdnghars and Pachhadds, with some admixture of Sikh Jats from Patidla and Muhamma- 
dan Dogars from the north. 

9. The banids are the leading commercial class, and have acquired proprietary rights 

Ban;5s in the land ove.r a large portion of the district, partly 

owing to the persistence with which in previous times 
of scarcity they have bought up the land of impoverished agriculturists, and partly 
owing to the constant use which at the present day they make of the law of conditional 
sale. It is not too much to say that at the present time the aristocracy of the district is 
entirely banid in caste and also in feeling. 

xo. Of the other tribes the Bishnofs alone call for any comment. They are Hindus 
Bishnof3i by religion, and are characterised by the reverence which 

“ ‘ “ L “’ they show for life in any form, whether of man or of beast. 

Though inconsiderable in number, they are the most provident and careful cultivators in 
the district, and their first appearance on Relief Works during the present year was 
always carefully watched for as affording a certain proof of severe famine in the localities 
from which they came. 

11. From the various facts detailed above it will be obvious that, while the district 
Ability of the district to support depends entirely for its prosperity on agriculture, it is 

itself in ordinary times. subject to the most precarious and partial rainfall ; scar- 
city is always possible ; and at certain intervals famine of varying degrees of intensity 

has to be reckoned with. Land, however, is plentiful; the pressure of population on the 
soil is slight, and the land revenue is based on low rates, and is, moreover, lightened in 
bad years by liberal grants of suspensions. The people, too, are provident and accustomed 
to their precarious position, and the yeld in good years gives them a surplus, which 
enables them to tide over the recurring periods of scarcity, provided they are not unduly 
prolonged. In fact, if the years of dearth be discounted, it is not too much to say that 
in ordinary years the material prosperity of the peasantry of Hissir is higher than that of 
the rural population of many of the congested districts of the Punjab, where nature has 
lavished all the advantages of climate and situation. 

CHAPTER II.— BRIEF ACCOUNT OF PREVIOUS FAMINES. 

12. The Hissar District has always felt the severest shock of any of the great famines 

- The chdlisa kdl. which have devastated the country to the south of the 

. Sutlej. The first one of which there is any credible - 

record is that of 1783, which forms the era of the district, and is spoken of this day as the 
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chaltsa kal. In their Report the Famine Commissioners of 1877 wrote: “Nowhere can 
the famine have been more acute than in the Hiss dr Division and in the History of 
of the Sikhs, Lieutenant Cunningham says: "A famine desolated Haridna: the 
people perished or sought other homes. Sirsa was deserted, and a large tract of country 
passed at the time from under their regular sway, and could not afterwards be recovered 
by the Sikhs.” Major Wace, in his evidence before the Commission, stated that " in Hissdr 
the famine literally depopulated the country. At its close hardly any of the original inhabit- 
ants remained. Few villages now exisfing even pretend to a history which goes back 
to a period before the famine, and there is not one that does not date its present form of 
tenure from the time when cultivation was resumed." 

13. No mention is made in any records of the famine of 1803-4 which affected this 

part of the Punjab, but it was undoubtedly felt. From this, 

1 3 '^‘ _ however, which prevailed in the Rajputdna States in 

1812-13, this district probably escaped. From 1832 — 34 there was acute suffering 
throughout Hissar; in one of these years almost the whole of the revenue had to be 
suspended. 

14. The famine of 1837-38, while raging most severely in the country between Agra 

. and Cawnpore, was experienced also in Hissar. The 

Famine ot 1 37-3 . mortality was great, and two tides of migration which 

then set in from Rdjpdtdna into Hissdr and from Hissar towards Bulandshahr have left their 
mark. The two striking features of this famine were the prevalence of aimless wandering 
and of violent crime. Over four lakhs of revenue were suspended in the Hissdr Division, 
and half-a-lakh in Sirsa. 

15. The famine of 1860-61 proved most disastrous to this district. The harvests of 

' 1858-59 had been poor, and there was an almost entire 

Famine of 1800-61. failure of crops in 1859-60, and the kharif harvest of the lat- 

ter year was an entire failure. It was estimated that 192 persons and 38,000 cattle died of 
absolute starvation, while 21,400 persons and 47,500 cattle left the district. Relief Works, 
however, were not opened until February 1861, when all prospect of the springharvest had 
disappeared, and in a fortnight the daily total of workers had amounted to 1 1,021, while 
the numbers in receipt of gratuitous relief were 10,252. At the end of April these figures 
were 12,123 and 40,377, and at the end of May 18,985 and 60,16 1, respectively, and relief 
operations did not close until the October of 1861. The interesting points in the relief 
operations of this famine are two in number, and show both a striking contrast and strik- 
ing similarity to the measures adopted during the present year. In the first case in 1860-61 
gratuitous relief was looked upon as the main remedy for the prevailing distress ; whereas 
in 1896-97 it has been quite an insignificant subsidiary to other operations, while, on the 
other hand, the wisdom of making liberal advances to cultivators at the close of the 
famine, which was first acted upon in 1860-61, has been one of the main features of the 
policy pursued in the present scarcity. 

16. Barely seven years have elapsed when the district was again visited by a simi- 

lar calamity. The rains of 1866-67 were deficient, and 
m,n 9 " there was great mortality among the cattle, and the 

autumn crops of 1867 amounted to but half of the average yield. The winter rains 
were unusually heavy, and there was every prospect of a bumper crop, when undue 
prolongation of the night frosts withered one-third of the harvest in the early days 
of March, and the attacks of rust and other blights destroyed the remainder. The heavy, 
but, as it turned out, ineffectual, winter rains appears to have prejudiced the summer 
downfall and the hot weather of 1868 was marked by intense heat, and the slight showers 
which fell during July in the south of the district only served to lure the unfortunate pea- 
santry into the expense of sowings which were not destined to bear fruit. By the month 
of October the price of wheat had risen to 1 1 seers to the rupee, while gram, the cheapest 
grain, was selling at 14^. By December wheat had risen still further to 8£. 

17. By the end of September 1868 poor-houses were begun to be opened and 
Relief Works to be started, but the scarcity was only at its commencement, The. winter 
rains again proved a failure, and the spring harvest of 1869 did not come to maturity, and 
cattle began to die by thousands. By the month of May distress became acute, and the 
hordes of famished Bikaneris, who straggled over the border, only served to accentuate 
the crisis. No rain fell during June and July, and scarcely any in August, and it seemed 
as if the fate of the district was sealed, when on the 7th of September abundant showers 
fell, and a late autumn crop was secured which served to keep people alive until the 
spring of 1870, when an exceptionally large rabi harvest was reaped. 

18. If the traditional chdlisa kal of 1783, of which no real record exists, be 
excepted, the famine of 1868-69, known among the people as the "famine of eight s&rs,” 
must be reckoned as second only in intensity to that through which the district has just 
passed, Of the relief operations but little detailed record remains, but it is clear that as 
in 1858-59 the "test work ” of the time was still the poor-house, while the utility of the 
advances which were made to cultivators to the amount of R8o,ooo was seriously impaired 
by its premature distribution during June, two months before it could have been put to 
any profitable use, 
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; i 877-7S, through it did not develop into actual famine, w 
; still a cause of grave apprehension in this distrii 

, . , , .and especially in Sirsa. The kharif crop of 1877 was 

• failure and the rabi of 1878 afforded but an insignificant yield, and. in Hissdr the price 
wheat rose to 13* sdrs, while gram, bdjra andjowar rose to 21, 174 and 20 s< 5 rs perrupe 
resDectively Some revenue was in consequence suspended, and remissions were al 
■ made and advances to cultivators to the extent of R27,ooo were granted. A goi 
harvest fortunately ensued, and the district was thus, saved from yet another serio 

visitation. — _ 


CHAPTER III.— THE CAUSES WHICH LED TO THE PRESENT FAMINE. 

20. The causes which led to the present famine are not far to seek, and may be trac< 

entirely to the failure of the rains. It will have been sei 
Harvests of 1893-94 and 1894-95- already that the Hissdr District depends for its prosperi 
on its harvests, and it will only be necessary to trace its agricultural history for the. la 
few years to find abundant reasons for the distress which has prevailed. The crops 
1892-93 were both of unusual excellence, and the Deputy Commissioner reported that tin 
would be long remembered as such by the people. The autumn yield, however, of- the latt 
year was not up to the mark, and its insufficiency sounded the first note of alarm. The rai: 
set in seasonably and sowings were effected, but the month of August proved practical 
rainless, and it was only heavy rain in September which prevented its proving an utt 
failure. The rabi too of 1894 was also below the average. In the June of 1894 sufficie 
rain fell for sowing purposes, but the fall in July was scanty and capricious, and the cro 
suffered considerably. The harvest, however, furnished a moderate yield, and taken 
itself would not have been considered a really bad one. Individual villages, of course, lc 
their crops altogether, but this has always been the case in the district and was not treati 
-as serious. The winter rains vvere again poor, and the rabi of 1895 was damaged in pr 
portion, and the prices of all cereals began to rise. Up to this period, however, the sta 
of the district was reasonably prosperous. The four preceding harvests had not bei 
good, but there was no anxiety then for the future. ■ 


21. The rain statistics for the monsoon months of 1895 do not read badly on pape 

but the meteorological conditions were really far fro 
Kharif of 1895. propitious. August and September, except for one goi 

.fall, were practically rainless, and the outturn of unirrigated crops, except in the Bdg 
country, was practically nil. At the same time the cropped area under irrigation rose 1 
31 per cent, to 64,619 acres. 

22. The rabi of 1896 did not improve matters'. The single fall of raindn Augu 

had tempted the people to put down spring crops, ai 
.Rabi of 1896. 362,624 acres were actually sown. ' The subsequent faiiur 

however, of the monsoon combined with the feebleness of the winter rains proved disa 
trous, and the result was that if the 19,170 acres watered by floods from the Ghaggar a; 
excluded, only 89,023 acres, or 24 per cent, of the total area sown gave any yield, ai 
that was below the average. An additional cause for anxiety was found in the very po 
yield in this harvest of fodder. Purely fodder crops failed universally, and the straw 
wheat and other cereals was stunted and bad. The outturn on irrigated lands too was on 
average as the canal water supply was insufficient, and hailstorms and other natural calair 
ties had been at work. Prices were all the time rising in an ominous manner, and when t] 
failure of the harvest became beyond dispute, the price of bdjra went to 13J and whe 
from 14 to 15 s£rs. ' I 


23. As the summer of 1896 progressed matters grew rapidly worse. The heat 
trh rifnf ifinfi J une was exceptionally fierce, and men and cattle began 

a ‘ suffer. A few scattered showers fell in July, and th< 

after three weeks a heavier fall secured sowings in the Bdga'r country. The first for 
night of August a few showers fell, and then there intervened a period of-five weel 
rainlessness which was only broken by light local showers. From the ist of May to ; tl 
15th of October barely 3^ inches were registered at the head-quarters,' and the resu 
was an almost absolute failure of the harvests. The following table will show clearly, tl 
unsatisfactory condition of the kharif harvests of the four years preceding the famine :- 
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Tnese figures are in themselves sufficiently alarming, but it must also be remem- 
bered that in addition to the insignificance of the area sown the yield per acre was 
also abnormally light, and in fact most of the jowdr and one-third of the bdjra was only 
fit for fodder. 


24. The long autumn drought was not broken by anything but feeble and intermittent 
Rabi of 1807. shoners, and the rabi, 1897, was also a failure, only 18 

per cent, of the acreage sown being actually harvested. 
The following table will show the rabi figures for unirrigated crops of the preceding 
years : — 


I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Period. 

Acreage sown. 

Acreage harvested. 

Acreage failed. 

Actual. 

Per cent, 
on average 
from 1891 
to 1895. 

Actual. 

1 

Per cent, 
on 

column 2. 

Actual. 

Per cent, 
on 

column 2. 

Average, from 1891 to 189s . • 

629,450 

IOO 

541.133 

86 

88,317 

H 

Actuals, 1896 .... 

362.625 

57 

108,193 

29 

254.432 

71 

Actuals, 1897 

t38.S48 

22 

21,836 

18 

113.712 

83 


Besides this the yield per acre, as in the case of the kharif harvest of 1896, was far 
below the average, and the irrigated crops owing to the lack of canal water were also 
poor. 

25. In their Final Report the .Famine Commission reported that “ when the crop is 

so reduced that the whole outturn of the year is diminished 
ummary. t 0 25 per cent, of a full crop, it may be taken as certain 

that intense famine will prevail.” According to this standard famine of an intense charac- 
ter set in during the summer months of 1896 before even the autumn crops of that year 
and the rabi harvest of 1897 had proved a failure. The outturn of 1895-96 was reduced 
to barely 20 per cent, of a full crop, while that of 1896-97 was reduced as low as 15 per 
cent , and this on the top of poor harvests in 1893-94 and 1894-95. These figures will 
therefore prove two things : first, that the power of resistance on the part of the people 
to the assaults of famine must have increased wonderfully since the date of the report of 
the Famine Commission, and secondly, that in making liberal grants to the Hissdr District 
from the Charitable Fund, the Provincial Committee had good cause to apprehend that 
the need for it would be very severely' felt. It is not proposed to elaborate any further 
the figures which have been given above, which tell their own tale, but it may be instruc- 
tive to compare the state of Hissar as far as may be possible with that of other districts. 

26. It is dfficult to attempt this task in any detail, but there are figures to show the 

„ . .......... imports and exports of grain from various parts of India, 

Comparison wi o er is nc s. ant j th e general suffieieney or deficiency of food stocks as 

marked by the amount of imports and exports of grain is a very fair test of the condition 
of a district. According to the official figures it appears that in a normal year the Hissdr 
District exports on an average nearly 2 .J million maunds of edible grain and imports 
42,000 maunds of the same commodity. Thus in ordinary circumstances there is produced 
2^473,064 maunds of surplus food every year. But during 1896 this surplus was changed 
to a deficiency, which, when local stocks were exhausted, had to be met by a net import 
of 136,550 maunds. In the first nine months of 1897 no less than 979,600 maunds were 
poured into the district from other parts of India, and Hissdr was changed from a large 
exporting to a large importing centre. 

27. The Weekly Statements in the Gazette of India afford material for a comparison 
of the figures given in the preceding paragraph with those of other parts of Upper India, 
and the following table gives the results in a compendious form : — 


Imports and exports to and from certain districts, from January 30th to 

September 23th, 1697. 
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s Allahabad heads the list of net imports and Hissdr comes second, but Allahabad 
l,is a lar^e cantonment and a large civil population. The large total of Rawalpindi is 
accounted’for by the recent mobilisation of troops on the frontier. This is proved by 
the fact that 360.100 maunds, or 38 per cent, of the total of nine months, were imported 
since the beginning of July. Judged by these figures, therefore, no district in Upper 
India with the possible exception of Allahabad, suffered more than Hissdr from a deple- 
tion of food stocks during the famine. 


CHAPTER IV.— UNSYSTEMATIC RELIEF. 

29. It was in these circumstances that the sympathy of the charitably minded began 

" " ’ to take tangible form, but as was only to be expected all 

In Sirsa - action, if not entirely isolated, was devoid of any system. 

In Sirsa and H&nsi concerted action of a sort was taken, and in the former town a sum of 
R I 951 was collected in the month of October 1896, and a further sum of R2,337 in the. 
November of the same year. This was paid away in the shape of handfuls of grain to the 
hundreds of the destitute poor, who, before the general opening of Relief Works or of 
poor-houses, gathered in the sub-divisional head-quarters. When Mr. Hamilton, C.S., 
took over charge of the Sirsa Sub-Division on December 20th, he found an unexpended 
balance of Ri, 036-7-6, and he at once set to work to restrict the number of recipients 
by weeding out the able-bodied, and by pressing upon the Deputy Commissioner the 
necessity of opening a poor-house. The starting of the Ghaggar Canal Works too, 
which took place on December 8th, naturally checked the inflow into the towns, and 
charitable relief in Sirsa was reduced to more manageable proportions. No formal lists, 
however, were kept of the recipients, but there is sufficient information available to .show 
that for the week ending January 30th, grain to the total amount of maunds 999-30 had 
been distributed to an average daily number of sonic 1,336 recipients. The local Com- 
mittee started its existence on February 15th, when Mr. Hamilton, C.S., was appointed 
President, and the unexpended balance of R168-7-6, together with fresh subscriptions to 
the amount of R609, making in all R777-7-6, were funded in the Government Treasury. 
There remained too to the credit of the Committee besides this sum in cash 13 maunds of 
unused grain, valued at R40-6-0. 

30. In Hdnsi a public subscription list was also opened, and R3,342 were collected. 

. . Relief was given in the form of doles of boiled grain, and 

s in ” in this way a sum of Ri, 453-9-0 was expended down to 

the end of January 1897, when it was resolved to form a local Committee and fund the 

unexpended balance in the Government Treasury. The previous relief was accordingly 
at once discontinued, but the preparation of the lists took some time, and it was not till the 
third week in March that the work fairly commenced. An unexpended balance of 
Ri, 788-7-0, together with R38-3-0, the interest on the same, making in all Ri, 826-10-0, 
were duly credited in the Government Treasury. 

31. In the other towns of the district only isolated action was taken to relieve dis- 

T , tress, and no estimate can be formed of the amount of 

... vtuw -jw.u. charity given. The banids of Hissdr and Bhiwdni un- 

doubtedly gave away a considerable quantity of grain to the beggars who thronged the 
bdadrs, and were thus, though without realising it, attracting into their respective towns 
the hard pressed inhabitants of the surrounding villages. The same is true, though on 
a far more limited scale, of some other petty towns in the district, in only one of which, 
however, namely, Fatahabad, was it found necessary to take special measures to check 
this always undesirable influx. 

32. This period of unsystematic relief may be held to have ended with the middle of 

Summary. the month of February. Judging it from the experience of 

several months of organised distribution, it would be hard 
to decide whether extravagance or inefficacy was its prevailing characteristic. It was 
extravagant, in that it scarcely attempted to discriminate between the deserving and un- 
deserving poor, and so held out temptations to the able-bodied to reject the calls of honest 
work, and it was inefficacious, in that, instead of freeing the towns where it was given 
from destitution, it rather filled them with the destitute. At the same time it was un- 
doubtedly the form of charity which appealed most to the donors and to the recipients, and 
as long as there was a scarcity of work outside the towns, it did perhaps but little harm. 
When the opportunities for work were artificially multiplied, tne system, or rather the 
lack of system, became absolutely pernicious, and imperatively required to be checked. 


CHAPTER V.— SYSTEMATIC RELIEF. 

33. The first steps towards the organisation of local charity were taken at the en< 
Formation of Committees in Bhi- of the month of December 1896, when the Deputy Com 
w ni an iss r. missioner visited Bhiwdni and held a big meeting, a 

winch a sum of R5,376 was collected or promised, and arrangements were made fo 
a ,ocal Committee. A similar meeting was held at Hissdr on thi 
n ot January, and an organisation on the same lines was sketched out, the nncleu: 
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of the Committee being in each case the Municipal Committee, with the addition of 
such names as seemed desirable. The formation of a Central Committee had to be 
postponed to a later date, as the Deputy Commissioner was obliged to go into camp. 
His recommendations, however, to the charitably minded gentlemen of the four large 
towns may be summarised as follows. 

34. It was suggested that the members of the Municipal Committee should undertake 

Organisation o£ local Committees. the distribution of th . e m0ne y c ° 1,e * cd . addin g to thei »; 

number such additional names as should be necessary, and 
that the members of the Committee so formed should work in pairs, each pair making 
itself responsible for one muhalla or quarter of the town. Their duty was to be the pre- 
paration of such lists of the poor and helpless in their muhalla as would enable the 
Committee to adjudge what help it would be necessary to give, and it was proposed that 
the assistance given should be in form either of grain doles or of cheap shop or spinning 
relief. 

35. The proposals were accepted by the various bodies concerned. Registers show- 
ing the names, parentage, caste, age and place of residence of applicants for relief were 
opened, and from time to time submitted to the various Committees and card-board 
ticket was given to. each approved applicant, or to the head of each family, stating the 
relief to which the holder was entitled. This ticket was produced at each distribution, 
when the amount of grain given was entered and the entry signed by the member of 
Committee superintending the operations, and this entry served as a check on the amount 
entered in his books by the distributing Muharrir. It was also agreed to submit a weekly 
return showing the weekly expenditure and the number of persons relieved, 

36. On January 29th the sanction of the Commissioner for the formation of a Dis- 

. trict Committee was received, and the Deputy Commis* 

m>ttee tiall0n ° the Dlstnct ^ om " sioner accordingly requested the members of the District 

Board, together with the gazetted officers of Government 
at head-quarters, and the President and the Secretaries of the Municipal Committees, and 
the President and Secretaries of the local Famine Committees, to form themselves into a 
Central District Committee. This was carried out, and on receipt of R3o,ooo from the 
Lahore Provincial Committee the first meeting was held on February the 25th. 

37. The working of the various charitable organisations and their inter-play will be 

conveniently set out by a consideration of them in the 
Plan of the Report. following Order 

I. — The Hissdr Town Committee. 

II. — The Hdnsi Town Committee. 

III. — The Bhiwdni Town Committee. 


IV. — -The Sirsa Town Committee. 

V. — Baptist Zendna Mission Ladies’ Organisation under Miss Theobald in Bhiwdni. 

VI. — Miscellaneous Organisations. 

VII.—' The Central District Committee. 




Part II— THE ACTUAL WORKING OF THE COMMITTEE. 
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CHAPTER VI. — HISSAR TOWN COMMITTEE. 

38. The town of Hissir is the head-quarters of the administration of the district, and 

Description of Hiss 5 r. has a population of 16,854 persons. It lies on the main 

road from Bikanir, and is only some 20 miles from the 
borders of that State. For these reasons it is, after Bhiwdni and Sirs?, the natural gather- 
ing ground of the indigent and destitute in time of famine. It has though the advantages 
which a head-quarters town must always possess. Its leading men are more conversant 
with European habits of concerted action, and the presence of the lawyer element, whose 
business it is to understand Committees and how to work them, together with the ever 
present controlling influence of the District Officers, renders the formation of a strong 
local Committee no very difficult matter. 

39. The first steps towards united action were taken on January 20th, 1897, when the 

_ , ..... Deputy Commissioner held a public meeting, at which a 

towXmmnt n ei 0rSan °" sum of R 3 , 135 was promised in subscriptions, and the 

Municipal Committee was invited as usual to form itself 
into the nucleus of a local Committee. This proposal, however, did not take immediate 
effect, and after some discussion a meeting of subscribers was held, at which it was deter- 
mined that the Committee should consist of those who had given R20 or upwards to the 
funds. It was also decided that this body should be further split up into four Boards to 
deal respectively with the management of (1), relief given by grain doles ; (2), other 
forms of relief; ( 3 ), audit and finance; and (4), the collection of subscriptions. Officers, 
including LSla Sohan Lai, Government Treasurer, as Vice-President, and Babu Chdra 
Moni, Vakfl, as Secretary, were appointed, and it was resolved to fund the subscriptions 
already collected in the Government Treasury for the purpose of obtaining a formal 
record of the same, but to withdraw the bulk of them at once and lodge the amount with 
Lala Chliabll Das, who was accordingly elected Treasurer and Banker to the Committee. 
The city was then divided into sixteen wards, and two gentlemen undertook the 
supervision ol each, and it was arranged that where the caste of the Circle Inspectors 
differed from that of the inhabitants of their ward, as was inevitable in the poorer quarters, 
they should associate with themselves in their rounds of inspection some trustworthy 
member of the caste committed to their charge. 

40. Towards the middle of February the reports of the Circle Inspectors began to 

_ . . , . . , . come in, and the distribution of relief was commenced on 

G, S >n doles and cheap shop rebel. the aothi Xhc form adopted was that of a grain 

dole at the rate of half-a-sdr a day for an adult man, 7 chittaks for an adult woman, and 
6, 4 and 2 chittaks for children between twelve and seven, seven and five and five and 
two years of age, respectively. During the first week an average daily number of 135 
persons was fed in this way, and this total was gradually increased as the circle inspect 
tions became more and more thorough, until the numbers reached were about 280 daily. 
Towards the middle of May a complete revision of the registers was undertaken, and the 
name of those who had become strong enough to work on the neighbouring Relief Works, 
or were otherwise able to provide for themselves, were struck off, and the daily average 
total fell to 1/0. At the same time arrangements for starting a cheap shop were made, 
and about half of those who had been strack off the grain dole list were given tickets 
entitling them to buy grain within certain limits at 3 s6rs above the then market rate. 
This system of relief was never very warmly taken up, and as only one person availed 
himself of the privilege, it was tacitly abandoned. Its failure proved what would 
naturally be expected, that this form of relief to obtain any hold must be started at the 
very outset of charitable operations. It is unpopular with the grain dealers because it 
draws away their custom, while the poor do not like to avail themselves of it, as it means 
that they must, give up their ordinary bania, in whose debt in time of scarcity they are 
almost sure to be. Throughout the months of June, July and August Uie numbers rose 
again to about 180, when a diminution set in which was steadily maintained until opera- 
tions closed on October the 16th, when the daily average number of recipients was 66. 

41. In addition to the doles of uncooked grain, relief was also given in the form of 

_ , ... handfuls of boiled grain to isolated individuals passing 

0 e gran 0 es. through the city. This kind of charity was first given in 

the week ending July the 3rd, and was adopted with a view to keeping the city clear of 
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hpcrp’ars. When operations commenced in February the town was full of the destitute 
% kinds a nd there were loud complaints about the petty pilfering and the constant 
WO? V which resulted. The Committee took resolute action m the matter Having 

decided that it owed no duty to the surrounding villages it set to work to enforce this 

wise determination. In the first place it refused to place on its list the wanderers from 

other parts and so stopped or checked the influx, and then, in concert with .the distridt 

authorities it proceeded to get away from the town those beggars who had already come 
in For this purpose a peon was appointed, whose duty it was to collect the wanderers 
and take them before an officer of the Committee. He explained that the Committee 
would give no relief and drafted off to the poor-house such of the infirm as were willing 
to go under the peon’s charge. Those who were able to work were sent in hke manner to 
one of the Famine Relief Works which were being conducted by the Municipal Committee 
in the neighbourhood of the town, where they soon settled down to earn their daily wage. 
Such of the infirm as refused to go to the poor-house were sent back to their villages, and 
instructions were issued to have their names entered on the registers of Government 
gratuitous relief. As a result of these measures the town, after a few weeks, resumed its 
normal aspect, and the begging nuisance, with its attendant demoralisation to all parties, 
entirely ceased. At the beginning- of July, as the rains began to be expected, people 
started leaving the Relief Works for their villages, and a considerable number of travel- 
lers began to pass daily through the town. It was then that the dole of .cooked food in 
the shape of boiled grain was commenced in order to check any tendency on the part of 
these men to stay and beg in the city. Every day at 4 o’clock a certain quantity of boiled 
grain was given out, and any stranger to the town was allowed to come and apply for a 
handful. The dispensing servant, a Brahmin of course, then entered the applicant’s name 
and village on a list and gave out the dole. Before going away, however, every man had 
to dip the tips of his fingers in a preparation of soda, which stained them for about, four 
or five days. Consequently when he came again next day he was at once detected and 
refused a further dole. This ingenious device, the suggestion of an astute member of the 
Committee, soon became known, and after the first few days there were hardly any 
attempts to obtain a second dole, and the relief achieved its object in reaching only bond 
fide travellers. Their numbers gradually diminished, and the doles were stopped with 
effect from the week ending October the 2nd. 

42. The financial position of the Committee was all along very satisfactory. Its 

receipts amounted to R3, 146-6-3, of which Rr 1-6-3 repre- 
sented the net profit made on the re-sale of its surplus 
stock of grain. Its expenditure as shown in Forms A and 

B and the weekly statements No. (1) attached, amounted only to R2, 012-2-3, thus leaving 
an unexpended balance of Ri, 134-4-0, which, with the sanction of the Provincial Com- 
mittee, has been left in the town Committee’s hands for future use. 

43. During the period under report, from February the 20th to October the 16th, an 

_ ...... average daily number of 206 persons have received relief 

ummary 0 3 a is ics. 0 f var j QUS kinds a fc a total net COSt of R 2 . 000 -I 2 - 0 , Or, to 

express this result in the terms of a single day, 49,028 units were relieved on one day at 
a cost of 8 pies per head. 

CHAPTER VII.—HANSI TOWN COMMITTEE. 

44. The history of the Hdnsi Town Committee is in the highest degree uneventful, 

... c u • but it has a record of useful work. The town itself is 

escnp ion o ansi. favourably situated on the Hdnsi Branch of the Western 

Jumna Canal, and forms the centre of what has been the most prosperous, or, to speak 
more accurately, the least afflicted portion of the district during the last three famine 
years. It lies, moreover, at a safe distance from any of the surrounding Native States, 
and has never attracted the wandering beggars from those parts ; it has had, too, this 
further advantage, that its leading inhabitants have not been torn asunder by internal 
dissensions, and have been able, under the presidency of the Tahsilddr, to work harmoni- 
ously together. 

45. The Committee was formed, as has been state'd in paragraph 30, towards the 
Working of the Committee. beginning of February, with an available balance of 

Ri,826-io-o, but it was not till the third week in March 
that the actual work of distribution was commenced, when 59 persons were given money 
doles. In the following week this number was increased to 100, and grain was substituted 
for money at the. rate of half a sdr per head per day, and 21 poor women besides were 
given spinning relief. These figures remained fairly constant throughout, though the 
numbers of the latter rose gradually during, a course of six months to over 60 persons. 
The work of distribution ceased on October the 9th, when the unspent balance amounted 
to R218-13-3,. which was subsequently, expended in the purchase of clothes and blankets 
for the poor. 

46. An examination of the returns of this Committee (Forms A and B and Statement 
Analysis of statistics. Spinning No. (2) attached) show that a very satisfactory and busi- 

1 r - . _ ness.like control was maintained over the expenditure on 

relief, and it is distinctly creditable to the gentlemen who managed its affairs that they 


Financial position of the Commit 
tec. 
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alone had the courage to face the difficulties involved in giving relief by spinning. This 
latter operation necessitates the trouble of purchasing raw cotton and of selling it after it 
has been spun by the women, and it also requires a constant vigilance to frustrate 
the many devices of the spinners for obtaining an undue wage for their work. During 
the whole period for which the Committee was administering this form of relief an aver- 
age daily number of 51 spinners was employed at an initial cost of Ri ,000-7-3, or after 
deducting the price obtained for their thread, a net cost of R567-15-6, thus involving 
on the fund a charge of approximately annas 1-1 per head per day. 

47. A similar analysis of the relief given by grain doles shows that for the period of 

Grain doles and summary, 25 weeks, during which this form of relief was given, a 

daily average of 105 persons was maintained at a total 
cost of R767-8-3, or an average daily expenditure per head of 8 pies, while if both forms 
of relief are combined into one statement, and the cost of establishment and miscellaneous 
charges, together with the expenditure under Objects I D and II D, are thrown in, and 
the net result is that between March the 20th and gth October 1897, relief was given daily 
to an average number of 141 persons at a net cost of Ri, 607-12-9. This result, expressed 
in the terms of a single day, is equivalent to saying that on one day 28,623 units were 
relieved at a cost of 1 1 pies per head. 


CHAPTER VIII. — BHIWANI TOWN COMMITTEE. 


•48. The town of Bhiwdni is by far the largest in the Hissctr District, and with a popu- 

Description of Bhhvdni. ] ^l on of f °Y er 35.000 persons ranks thirteenth among the 

cities of the Province, It is situated on the Rewan- 
Ferozepore Railway, and is a great commercial centre with extensive connections with 
Bombay. In religion its inhabitants are almost entirely Hindus, and its leading men are 
exclusively wealthy banids, whose interests during the past year have been more than 
usually centered in speculations in grain. Situated as it is on the borders of the sandy 
“ Bagar " tract, and being only a few miles distant from the Native States of Bikanir and 
Lolidru, it was only to be expected that it would bec.ome the gathering place of all the 
wanderers from the desolate wilderness round about it. 

49. In these circumstances it was unfortunate that the formation of a strong local 

- ... . „ ... Committee was impossible. Of necessity all the members 

r had to be banias, and experience has only too repeat- 

edly shown that of all castes the banids are least fitted to control an organised system of 
charity. While willing to give liberally from their stores such handfuls of grain as will 
go towards silencing the clamour of importunate beggars, they are extremely loth to part 
with any actual money, or to give adequately to one if that requires the rejection of 
another. It was obvious therefore from the outset that it would be impossible to hope for 
very efficient management of charitable relief, and the situation was still further compli- 
cated by the then recent disturbances in that town, and, from the point of view of the 
instigators, their successful termination. 

50. The first meeting of subscribers was held on December the 21st. It was a fairly 

_ large one and characteristically representative, and a sum 

•ormn ion o e ommi ec. R5i37fS was promised in subscriptions. Its realisation, 

• however, proved a somewhat more difficult business. Sufficient, however, was collected 
to warrant the starting of relief, and a Committee having been formed, work commenced 
with effect from the 23rd of January, when three persons were given cheap shop relief, 
or the privilege of buying grain at two sdrs to the rupee more than the bazar rate, and 
259 received tickets entitling them to a grain dole at the rate of . half a ser a day, or 3$- 
s£rs a week, as recommended by the Deputy Commissioner. This dole was given once 
every ten days, and a member of the Committee was supposed to superintend each dis- 
tribution. The city too was divided into muhall&s and each muhalla was nominally 
under two members of the Committee, but this work of inspection seems to have been 
entirely neglected. 

51. As the weeks went on the numbers in receipt of the grain doles steadily rose, 

while little, if any, increase was made in the total of those 
Account of the relief given. Mis- w j 10 werc obtaining cheap shop relief. The numbers of 
manngemen . the latter had risen at the outset to about 20, and remained 

throughout at or near that figure. By the middle of February, however, the other class 
of recipients exceeded 300, and by the middle of March 500 in number, and the weekly 
totals began to show a rapid and frequent fluctuation. Early in May a sudden rise to 871 
followed by a fall to 704, and another rise to 883 gave grounds for suspicion that the lists 
of applicants were not being carefully and systematically checked, and the Committee 
were requested to give their attention to the claims of economy. 

Little heed was taken, and the weeks ending June the 5th and 12th discovered a rise 
from a modest 773 to 1,313 and 1,384, respectively. 

52. In these circumstances an investigation was held into the matter, and it was found 

_ ,. , that the system of circle inspection having proved irk- 

lumc-jiu „ some, had been recently abandoned for the more comfort- 

able method of entering in the registers without enquiry the name of any one who came 
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. the sh0D at the time of distribution and looked as if he. wanted food. The result was : 
Srnui-se that the town was soon full of clamorous beggars from the surrounding parts, 
who were still further encouraged by the way in which the; city ban.ds ignoring the ex.s-- 
wnoweres Committee, commenced to give their mites of isolated chanty. The 

™”mb °r, «r= “ one. erf down, and a large body of Bikaneri., drafted oS with food for. 
the dournev to their homes, and two weeks later, when the funds of the . local Committee 
wZf exhausted an application was made to the District - Committee for a subsidy, that, 
body did not feel justified in acceding to the request, and determined to assume, direct 

control of any future relief operations. ■ 

An analysis of the accounts and returns of the Committee. shows that a sum 
.... of R5,i76 was originally promised in the form of sub- 
, fj ance ° f the Comm,HcC ana scriptions, and that out 'of this R4.883-2.fi were finally 
realised The whole of this sum was expended by the Committee. Of it R77-13-0 
were devoted to meeting the loss on the sales from the cheap shop, R4, 605-1 1-9 on 
the Durchase of the grain which was given away in doles as described above, and; 
R199-9-9 on miscellaneous charges, and the affairs of the Committee were finally wound 
upon October the 6th, 1897. 

S4 During the period of 22 weeks from January- 23rd to June 26th, during which' 
5 the operations of the -Committee were in progress, a daily 

Analysis of the returns. average number of 708 persons were maintained in one 

form or another at a cost of. R4, 883-2-6, or, to reduce the statement to the terms of a 
single day, on one day 109,032 units received relief at an average cost per head of 9 
pies. These figures are obtained from Forms A and B and Statement No. (3) attached 
to this report. It will be gathered from them that the mistake of the Committee lay 
rather in accumulating unnecessary recipients than in wasting money on them when 
once on their lists, as the cost per head of 9 pies cannot be pronounced excessive. 


CHAPTER IX.— SIRSA TOWN COMMITTEE. 


55. The town of Sirsa is the head-quarters of the Sirsa Sub-Division of the Hissdr 
Description of Sirsa and of the District and contains a population of 16,415 porsons. It 
relief given. lies about 9 miles from the Bikaner border, and has during 

the last two years been the centre of the prevailing distress. It has had too this further 
disadvantage, that its position has made it a temporary halting-place for the thousands 
of famine labourers who flocked to the Ghaggar Canal relief camps, the Head Works of 
which were only some ten miles to the west. For these reasons the course of charitable 
relief in Sirsa has differed materially from that in the other big towns of the. district. 
Whereas in Hissfir, Hfinsi and Bhiwdni the well-to-do inhabitants of each town asked to 
be allowed to have the sole management of gratuitous relief within its limits to the ex-, 
elusion of the usual Government operations on the same lines, it was. not thought wise 
in Sirsa for the district authorities to let the control of affairs in any way out of their 
hands. In Sirsa accordingly the first action of the local Committee, which was formed 
on February the 15th, was to put a stop not only to the unsystematic relief which had 
previously prevailed, and which promised to be very mischievous in its effects, but also to 
its own activity. From the 15th of February, therefore, till the end of May gratuitous 
relief was administered on the strictest governmental lines by the District Officers.- 
Towards the end of May, as the relief camps on the Ghaggar Canals became full, and the 
rush of workers through Sirsa diminished, the local Committee was begged to bring its 
resources into play. To this request it readily acceded, and for ten weeks, from May 
the 30th to August the 7th, grain was doled out to ticket-holders daily at the rate of 8 
sers for an adult.and 4 for a child per week. In this way R8t4-5-9 were expended,' and 
when it was decided to suspend operations, a further sum was devoted to sending 576 
of the previous recipients with money to buy food for their journey to their homes. It is 
instructive to note that of these no less than 335 were natives of Bikaner and 18 of other. 
Native States. • t 


56. The expenditure of the Committee on grain doles, together with the loss incurred 

on the sale of its surplus stocks and a charge for medi- 
naysiso e gures. cines, was accordingly R886-2-6, and it is creditable to the 

public spirit of the town that it was not necessary to incur any additional charges for 
establishment. For this money an average daily number of4ii persons was maintained 
for ten weeks, or, to express this in terms of a single day, on one day 28,770 units were 
relieved at an average cost per head of 6 pies, the lowest figure attained by any Committee 
in the district. 1 

57. The balance left in the hands of the Committee was R938-1T-0. Of this sum 

Disposition of the balance. ■ *3 00 . were subsequently expended on the purchase of 

r clothing and blankets tor the poor, which was given 

away as the night became cold towards the end of October, Rioo were made over to the 
Doctor in charge of the local dispensary, and R7 1-7-9 had already been disbursed in 
valedictory doles. j , 3- 

The final closing balance of R467-3-3 was, with the sanction of the Provincial 
Committee, left with the local iCommittee for subsequent disposal. The usual details will 
be found in Forms, A^ and B and Statement No, (4) attached. -r 1 r-'Ji . 



CHAPTER X.— BAPTIST ZENANA MISSION AGENCY, BHIWANI. 

58 The operations of the Baptist Zenana Mission Agency fall naturally into two 
Introductory. Pfif- , F f. om November 1896 to the end of February 

from friends in Enodand and 'bind* 7 1 of r he Mission > b y the help of contributions 

“« « i« « js-sss -* •atajas 

undertook* 5 he“re?DnnSwnt t0 f E f ? gIand , for h ? r health, W ' ss Theobald, her successor, 
Bmtist 7endm Mi c - a ' y °f the undertaking, and from March the 1st, 1887, the 
Baptist Zendna Mission Agency became closely affiliated to the District Commitee. ? 

59 - The scheme of relief sketched out by Miss Theobald was very thorough, and was 
Description of tho relief given. ia the main of two sorts. In the first place, she obtained 

contractor nf tl,» the_ c p-operation of LMa Sdlig Ram, a well-to-do bania 

to him thp immpd'at ’ 3 3 ^ un ' cl P a ' Commissioner of some standing, and made over 

cooked fonrili % ma , nagei ? 1 r en I t of a , chea P sb °P and of a system of distribution of 
DOor womSo d f hpto F le d Se fshe t ?. ok over tb e control of the provision of work to 
but oroved a iondlrf d and surroandl . n g villages. The undertaking was a bold one, 
auLS ofraw cltt? \ UCCCS f- . H /y ing bought with the funds at her disposal large 
cleaners to <rpt tl,p° rnttnn C s j CC / ed ^ F ? m ker ‘ out-of-work ’ list a sufficient number of 
destitute n-fc ett w Fead ^ or spinning • this done, a large body of spinners, also 
ner was m ted nn tV V ° rk the material into thread, Ind this in a similar man- 

cloth AU the e unemployed weavers, who turned out the gar ha, or coarse country 
comnlpt^d ffn«Jn r 5 CrS . WCre - g'X en as much work a day as would bring them in, if 
whether tllov ^ , " a £ e in pl en ty> and it depended on their own efforts 

realised the d^Iv t-ist" 3 ^ 0 ° r n0t ' ^ 10r / work was met by short pay, and when this was 
As it was imnnl'Ki t V j S vei T s00n performed, and the work proceeded without friction, 
mfantidps amnimtin* t deal with the whole outturn of thread, or even of gar ha, large 
at the nrpvai liner f ma u n ^® of the former and 268 thans of the latter, were sold 

stafrps^hv the ^.mrT C ratcs f 0 ^. the time. The remainder was carried on to further 
emhrnidprs tn rml P -f^ m f ent T°^ ,ndl S eat dyers to dye the gar ha, and of sewers and 
iT lfc »- ln - t0 r cIoth . es and fanc y work. This was perhaps the most arduous, 
sninnPrs nnXviL p f ,nt , er « tl "& P ar t of Miss Theobald’s work. The cleaners and 
their nmeress tmt ft, wor hcd, °{ course, in their own homes, and came daily to show 
the mfssinn rnmnn,, a sc .w ers aa d embroiderers for the most part took up their abode in 
how to sew anrlE-fr, 11 'ih ^ ^ Iss . Theobald went in and out amongst them, teaching them 
to make Ti,o rrl u CrC ,S ,?° ,n d'genous needle-work in BhiwtSni — what embroideries 
nippps of fanrv wori U t^ rf tke P r °duction of very pretty table cloths and simple 
and Delhi and nth- We /tt 5 e »»! y b° u gbt up by the European residents of Hissdr 

thp m nn!!Lhl l!ri nendS of tbe Misson. As the workers became more experienced, 
though rather hte W ? S ^ccessfully undertaken, and it was also discovered, 

ihnran or dnater ' ti, P rog tablc trade could be made in the common household 

if clothes t • the S C r U!k , °- f A thc wo ™ n > kowever - were kept busy in the manufacture 
set of clothes micro ' *? na ln tke ‘r work was provided by the promise of one 

workers^ Finalt P when ttf-” ^ ^' me Came for thc disbandment of the little army of 
and Dossessed iand° n'f P? FIod was reached, all those who had come from a distance 
and start tlipn/sfresk ■ vt° va 'edictory advances to cover their travelling expenses 
oress on tZJhlr % T 0 hc \ vork ^ dosed, after seven months active pro- 
&c was superseded h' 6 n° tk| I ^ P7 i ^ ut dur ‘ n S this last month the manufacture of clothes, 
seveiS of the fill' T n f- y do!e ° f . annas 8 a week to the workers, as the usual 
fall of rain occurred trf ftf' f ,ast,n £ ,n Bhiwini till the end of August, when the first real 

Miss Th “ baid to u tak,! a rcst ' 

60. Trom the figures given under object III B of Form B of the Indian Famine 
Analysis of the figures. Charitable Relief Fund for the Baptist Zendna Mission 

mnnfhc an /tail, „ i_ ^g enc y attached, it will be seen that for a period of 6 

Fund of Ra 888 ra o or i U !?^ er of 22 8 women were kept in employment at a cost to the 
value o ih ’ ofeln f ‘ C ^ te ° f annas J ' 6 a day. This too does not allow for the 

; A .r d 111 a ,' 

mittpps it will ^ *bis be compared with the figures of other local Com- 

i h t, whereas it is possible by doling out food to preserve life by 



S l6 

the expenditure of 8 or 0 pies per head per day, it is also feasible by an additional outlay 
of 6 or 7 pies per head per day to keep the same person in active healthy employment 
at his ordinary daily task. The two systems must co-exist, and it is unnecessary to com- 
pare them further. Taking Miss Theobald's operations as a whole, and adding in every- 
thing except the valedictory advances, and excluding the gifts of clothes from considera- 
tion, it appears from Statement No. (5) attached that for seven months a daily average 
number of 391 persons was relievedat a cost to the Fund of 85,351-1-3, or, to express 
the same in terms of a single day, on one day 88,674 persons were maintained at an 
average cost per head of one anna. 

61. At the conclusion of her operations Miss Theobald was left with a balance of 

Ra 1-3-0, which was refunded at a later period when the 
Disposal ot the balance. affairs of this Agency for relief were finally wound up. 

Forms A and B and a consolidated Statement No. 5 are submitted herewith, 

CHAPTER XI.— MISCELLANEOUS ORGANISATIONS. 

62. Besides the four Town Committees and Miss Theobald's organisation in Bhiwdni 

three private Agencies were at work on systematic lines 
Explanatory. j n the district. As, however, they were the outcome of 

purely individual generosity, and were entirely independent of the District Committee, 
they call for little comment. 

63. In the town of Hdnsi an English lady, who would not wish her name to be 

. mentioned in a forma! Report, organised relief operations 

n jns, ‘ upon a considerable scale amongst the poorer women of 

the place. By a house-to-house visitation, which could not be undertaken by any but a 
member of her sex, she was able to discover many cases of destitution, which would other- 
wise have escaped notice, and her charity is very gratefully remembered by the residents 
of the town. After continuing for the greater part of the hot weather, these operations 
were wound up towards the beginning of July. 

64. In Bhiwdni two wealthy grain merchants, struck by the advantages of the 
Ldla Naurang Rai's and poor-house Government poor-house and the good which was being 

In Bhiwdni. done there, determined to open private poor-houses of 

their own. That of Ldla Naurang Rai, which in a Sanskrit phrase he named the “Dur- 
bhikshak Sahdyak Ashram," was opened on March the 8th, and after four months of 
useful work was closed with the last day of June. The inmates averaged about 100 
during the earlier stages, but gradually dwindled in number as time went on and the 
rains began to be expected. Each person received two meals a day, and those who were 
not too infirm were allowed outside for two hours daily, Ldla Naurang Rai, too, is said to 
have distributed Ri.aoo worth of grain in 11 of the surrounding villages, and a further 
sum of R850 amongst the respectable poor of five towns in the district in the form of 
secret relief. 

65. The other poor-house was opened by Ldlds Jai Rdm Dds and Ram Gopdl on 
Ldla Jai Rdm Dds, Ldla and Rdm the 24th of March, and was not closed until the 24th of 

Gopdl’s poor-house. August. The inmates were fed twice daily and were 

provided with clothes, while their health received the attention of a native Hakim, 
During the first week some 70 persons were received into this shelter, and the numbers 
gradually rose to about roo, at which point they remained till the second week in .July, 
when they gradually fell until the institution was finally closed. Special delicacies were 
provided on the 22nd of June in commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee, and generally 
the care devoted to the inmates seems to have been great. Both these gentlemen and 
Ldla Naurang Rai have been very ready to keep the Central Committee informed of what 
they were doing, and they deserve its thanks. 

66. There were doubtless many other persons whose charity .would be deserving of 
mention, but who have escaped notice in good doing. It should be chronicled, however, 
that Ldla Rdm Sukh Dds, the Rohtak Treasurer, and an inhabitant of Sirsa, subscribed 
generously to the funds of the Provincial Committee, and that on the occasion of, the 
Diamond Jubilee His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab was pleased to grant 
a Sanad to Ldla Har Sarup, Mahdjan of Satrand, “ in recognition of his unostentatious 
charity, which has not, however, escaped the notice of the authorities." 


CHAPTER XII.— THE DISTRICT COMMITTEE. 

67. The first meeting of the District Committee, which, as has been already 
Introductory. The policy oi the explained, was composed of the members of the District 
Committee. Board, together with all the gazetted officers of Govern- 

ment at head-quarters and the officials of the local Committees,, was held on February 
the 25th. At this meeting little was decided beyond the allocation of- such sums of 
money as Would be necessary to provide comforts for the inmates of Government poor- 
houses. and the grant of a subsidy to Miss Theobald to enable her to carry on her work ol * 
relief in Bhiwdni. Several questions of general policy, however, were discussed, and a 
definite line of action was unanimously agreed upon. It was felt that it was above all 
things essential that the action of the charitable organisations of the district should in no 
>yay clash with that of the Government, and that it was imperatively necessary that the 
policy of the district authorities' in combating the prevailing distress should' be loyally 
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backed . up. The main principles of this policy were seen to include, first and foremost, 
the avoidance of any sort of dual control ; secondly, the limitation, as far as possible, of 
the numbers on receipt of gratuitous or poor-house relief; and, thirdly, the importance of 
maintaining intact the village organization, and of starting all classes of the community 
afresh in life when the famine should have passed. It was foreseen in fact that the 
scarcity was certain to be on a gigantic scale, and that, while it was necessary money 
should be freely expended, it was of the most vital importance for the future welfare of 
the district that it should be spent in such a manner as would avoid, as far as possible, the 
pauperisation of the people and their permanent demoralisation and loss of self-reliance. 

68. The policy thus sketched out was steadily and consistently maintained, and 
The possibilities before the Com- its explanation at the outset will render obvious the 
m!ttee - reasons which weighed with the Committee in taking the 

steps which it subsequently did. In the first place, the offer of the Town Committees of 
Hissdr, Hdnsi and Bhiwdni to look after their own poor, to the exclusion of the Government 
gratuitous relief operations was endorsed by the District Committee, and readily accepted 
by the Deputy Commissioner. In the same way, it was agreed that the care of such orphans 
as should be discovered should be left to the District Committee, as their permanent main- 
tenance could not be undertaken by Government; while, on. the other hand, the District 
Committee agreed to abstain from setting up a separate organization for the administra- 
tion of gratuitous relief in villages, and determined to invite the officials who were res- 
ponsible for the proper working of Government relief in the various parts of the district 
to be the media through which charitable relief should also be administered. The former 
of these resolutions was not accepted until the matter had been carefully considered, and 
the opinions of those who were entitled to speak had been asked. It was, of course, 
tempting to try and draw subtle distinction between those who were absolutely destitute 
and were a proper charge on Government, and those who were just able to struggle along, 
but who would be most grateful for a little help. All inspecting officers, however, were of 
opinion that, while this distinction might be maintained when something short of famine 
prevailed, it was impossible to keep it when one-tenth of the population was in receipt of 
relief. It was pointed out too that the discrimination would involve a strain on the 
already over-worked inspecting staff, which could not profitably be incurred, and that the 
only effect of giving doles in villages to persons whose care Government would not under- 
take would be to keep them from honest labour on the numerous Famine Relief Works, 
and to sap thereby their natural independence. The only alternative therefore to giving 
nothing at all was for the Charitable Committee to undertake the payment of a certain 
part (say one-tenth) of the expense incurred by Government on gratuitous relief, and 
reckoning one-tenth of the recipients in its returns : this was proposed, and would have 
been an excellent working scheme, but it was rejected as being in opposition to the 
principles laid down by the Central Committee, for it was open to the objection that such 
a policy was equivalent to the District Committee’s incurring a responsibility which Gov* 
ernment would otherwise be ready to undertake. With regard to the administration of 
its fund through famine officials, the District Committee obtained this great advantage 
that not only did it avoid the necessity of numerous Sub-Committees in petty centres, and 
the consequent annoyance to the gentlemen who were invited to serve on them, but it also 
secured unity of action and a system of returns and accounts which by this time was 
smoothly and automatically at work. 

• 69. It will thus be seen that the District Committee neither maintained poor-houses 
The relief actually undertaken by of its own, nor, as long as Government gratuitous relief 
.the Committee, r -was given in villages, did it attempt any sort of regular 

village relief. When, however, early in September the rains had brought up a sufficient 
supply of edible grasses, and berries of various sorts had begun to ripen, and the people who 
had beforehand been in receipt of gratuitous relief from Government were able to main- 
tain life and the responsibility of Government ceased, the District Committee, after consi- 
dering the still high prices and the unwholesomeness of the food upon which these poor 
people would have to live, determined to continue their money dole for another month or 
five weeks. At the same time a thorough revision of the lists of recipients was under- 
taken, and a large number of names were struck out. The distribution was carried on 
exactly on the same lines as had been adopted by Government, and with all the experience 
of the previous months to make it a success. There was too this further advantage, that 
the action of the Charitable Committee did not clash with that of the District Authorities, 
and there could be no question of the charge being properly a Government one, as Govern- 
ment had already definitely declined the responsibility before the Charitable Committee 
stepped in. 

70. Apart from the supervision of the local Town Committees the active work of 
Detailed heading of the District the District Committee may be considered under the fol- 
Committee’s relief operations. lowing heads 

(A) The provision of extra comforts in Government poor-houses. 

( B ) Money. doles and spinning relief in villages and the town of Fatahabad, 

(C) The provision of clothes. 

.( D ) Extraordinary expenditure. 

( E ) Gifts to cultivators. 
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A.— The provision of extra comforts in Government poor-houses. . 

71. The provision of comforts in Government poor-houses was notin itself a very large 
Analysis ot the total amount oE the matter owing to the smallness of the numbers who took 

poor-house figures. refuge, or were allowed to remain in those shelters. There 

were four in all in the district, situated at Hissdr, Ildnsi, Bhiwini and Sirsa, respectively. 
At one of its early meetings the District Committee estimated that R 1,000 would be 
necessary for this form of relief, and that sum was accordingly noted, and R907-9-4 in 
all were spent. The money was devoted principally to the supply of additional food, 
and in this way R719-6-1 were disbursed, the balance being expended in the purchase 
of tobacco and gur and in some cases of charpais for the more feeble of the inmates. 
Between March the 28th and September nth, the earliest and latest date on which this 
form of relief was given, an average daily number of 305 persons,, or in terms of a single 
day, 51,240 units, received assistance at the rate of a little over 3 pics per head per day. 

72. If the various poor-houses are considered separately it will be seen from State- 
Detailed account of the various ments Nos. (6)— (9) that in Hissdr there was an expen* 

poor-houses. diture of R294-11-4, which sufficed to give an extra 

ration and other comforts to 123 persons on an average for 18 weeks at the rate of 4 
pies per head per day. In Hdnsi R142-3-11 were enough for 32 persons for 1 8 weeks 
at an average daily rate of 7 pies. In Bhiwdni R227-11-0 were expended in helping 
93 persons for 17 weeks at 4 pies per head per day; while in Sirsa itself 129 persons 
were kept in comfort for 23 weeks at a cost per head of a pies daily, or by an expen* 
diture of R242-I5-I in all. 


73. With respect to the utility of the assistance thus given the insignificance of the 
„ , . , , . . .. . expenditure would be no serviceable clue. Without the 

Vaueo t 5 ormo rc ic . Charitable Fund to draw on the Government Officers in 
charge of the poor-houses in question would have beep obliged by the dictates of 
economy to have refused to the old and infirm persons who came in those little comforts 
like tobacco and gur which to an oriental mean so much. It would have been im- 
possible too from Government funds to have provided in every poor-house, as was done 
in this district, a few balls and swings for the amusement of the little children who were 
brought in to share their parents’ incarceration, and those who were responsible for this 
branch of famine administration have again and again expressed their gratitude for the means 
which were weekly transforming the stunted and whining baby into the healthy and 
cheerful child. When too these institutions were closed, or any inmate left for his 
home, it was possible to give him as a valedictory dole not only food for his journey, 
but in many cases clothes, or the wherewithal to start fresh in life. 


B. — Money doles and spinning relief in the village and in the town of Fatahabad, 

74. As has been already explained in the introductory remarks to the .work of the 

.. . „ . . , , . District Committee, it was decided not to maintain a 

Money doles m Fatahabad town. dea[ systcm q( v ;j Iagc rdief> As e arly, however, as 

March the 20th, the inhabitants of Fatahabad offered to maintain their own poor, and 
subscribed for the purpose. As, however, they were anxious to escape being formed into 
a Sub-Committee, the District Committee consented to manage the relief in question. 
From March the 20th, therefore, to October the gth an average daily number of 35 persons 
were furnished with money doles at a cost of R41 5-3-0. The rate of the dole received 
varied with the prices of grain from annas 1-3 to nine pies per head per day, and the 
machinery of distribution was that employed by Government for gratuitous relief. 

75. At the same time spinning relief was also given and on the same system to an 

„ . . . w . average daily number of 6 persons. Cotton to the value 

pinning 1 le m a a a own. Rqq.g.6 was purchased, and after being spun into thread 

at a cost in wages of R75-I2-9, was sold again for R59-13-6, thus involving a loss to the 
funds of R65-7-9 ; it thus follows that if both these forms of relief are combined into 
one statement, an average of 41 poor persons in Fatahabad were relieved daily for a 
period of 29 weeks at a net cost of R480-10-9, or at the rate of II pies per head per 
day (F. Statement No, (10) attached). 

76. At a later period, that is, on September the 4th, the relief sketched out in 

„ .. . . miniature above was extended to nearly every village in 

Relief in villages. the district. The supply of berries and edible grasses, 

which had been brought up by the fains, had caused the Government to hold its hand, 
and the poor were left to their own devices. The District Committee determined 
accordingly to eke out the precarious natural food-supply available by a money dole 
to such as were really infirm and might otherwise be reduced to the margin" of sub- 
sistence. In the five weeks during which relief was given an average daily number of 
5,370 persons received doles at a cost of R7, 973-6-0, while 33 persons were given 
spinning work at a loss to the Fund of R93* 10-6. Combining these figures together it 
appears that between September the 4th and October the 9th an average daily number 
o£ 5>4°3 village poor were maintained at a daily cost per head of 8 pies, or by a total 
net expenditure of R8, 067*0-6 (F, Statement No. (1 j) attached.) 
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11 . If again these figures be arranged ior the purposes of Form B, and are joined 
Further' analysis of the figures for to those of the town of Fatahabad, it will be found that 
Form B. purpose. . spread out over the period from March the 20th to Octo- 

ber the gth an average daily number of 12 persons received spinning relief at a loss 
to the Fund of R159-2-3, while an average daily number of 961 obtained money doles 
at a cost of R8,388-9-o_for the same period. Both forms of relief were closed on Octo- 
ber the 9th, by which time the price of grain had begun to approximate to a normal level. 

C. —The provision of clothes , etc. 

78. The provision of clothes as the cold weather came on has all along been one of 
Distribution of clothes not yet com- the main planks in the District Committee’s programme, 

P_ ,eted - and its final balance of R4, 164-9-10 will, after the deduc- 

tion of any miscellaneous charges which may be incurred, be expended on this form of 
relief. The arrangements for this work have been completed, and the distribution has 
commenced, but in this interim Report no further mention will be made of this matter. 
A special Report will be made on this point at a later period. 

79. It will therefore be understood why the disbursements on clothes are in the 
Analysis of figures up to date. Ob- Report now submitted so small. The District Com- 

ject 1 . A. mittee in its single capacity has up to date, as will be 

seen from Statements Nos. 12 and 13 attached, only clothed 72 persons in Government 
poor-houses at a cost to the Fund of R42-9-6, while Miss Theobald has distributed from 
the stores made by her famine workers garments of various kinds to 149 women of 
the same class. Besides this, 150 blankets sent by the Provincial Committee direct to the 
officers in charge of the Ghaggar Canal Famine Works have been duly given away to 
150 of the coolies there employed, and 105 of the inmates of poor-houses have benefited 
from the bales of clothing sent by Mrs. Hauser from England. In all 476 persons have 
been clothed under Object I A, for 327 of whom the District Committee was directly 
responsible. 

80. A larger quantity of garments has already been given away under Object III A 

of the Fund to persons not in receipt of Government 
]ec ' relief. From the District Committee direct 402 persons 

benefited from the English-made clothes, while 10 beggars in Fatahabad weie clad at 
a cost of R8-9-6 to the Fund. If the operations of the local Committees and of Miss 
Theobald be added to this, it will be seen that the total of those clothed at the cost of 
the Fund has been increased to 682, for which a charge of R527-6-9 has been incurred. 
In all 1,084 persons were clad, and for 412 of them the District Committee was directly 
responsible. 

81. It will be a fitting opportunity here to express the thanks of the Committee to 
The English made clothes. Thanks those English ladies whose work has been the means of 

of the Committee. clothing many tattered beggars, and the kindly sympathy 

with India’s troubles, which the despatch of these bales betokens, has not been lost on 
those in this country who are able to understand -whence they have come. The gar- 
ments it is true were not always very suitable for the persons for whom they were meant, 
and in future it would perhaps be wiser, if they are made up at all, to choose doth of 
a far coarser quality, as the clothes sent were always much too good. The difficulty in 
dealing with the distribution of clothes is always very great. Rather than wear even 
a native-made skirt or veil, which was not of the prevailing fashion of her caste and 
village many a woman has been found to prefer to keep to her own tattered rags, and 
this feeling is intensified when the clothes are of European manufacture, and are offered 
through the agency of some European. In this case there is always the. haunting sus- 
picion that the strange garment is a badge of Christianity, and that her distress is being 
made an opportunity for tampering with her religion. At the same time beggars cannot 
be choosers, and the good done by these clothes has been very real. 

82. The thanks of the Committee are also due to the proprietors of Nestles’ milk, 
Nestles' milk, Triticine food, Meaby’s Triticine food and Meaby’s biscuits for their very welcome 

biscuits. consignments. Large quantities of the milk were mixed 

daily and distributed to selected persons by Miss Theobald, while the Civil Surgeon 
was always clamouring for more tins of it in his hospitals. When cholera broke out 
too it was of the greatest assistance, as the doctor was able to take it about with him 
and sustain his patients on an uncontaminated milk supply. One old man, who had 
been given a long drink, when asked how he liked it, exclaimed with evident desire . for 
more, “ it is as the waters of the Saraswati," the Saraswati being the lost sacred river 
of the Hindus, whose course is said to have run through the Hissdr District. The biscuits 
and food too have been of very great use, and have been much appreciated by every one. 

D. — Extraordinary expenditut e. 

83. Under the heading of “ Extraordinary ’’ items have been grouped together 

certain well-defined classes of expenditure which have 
Explanatory. • been enterec j un der the concluding headings of the various 

‘'Objects ” in Form B. They fall into four main divisions. 




84. At the opening meeting of the Committee a strong desire was expressed by certain 

■ ' gentlemen that some relief should be given without the 

Secret rolief. formalities of registers and other checks. The wish was so 

strong and so natural that it was decided to entrust any gentleman whom the president— 
the Deputy Commissioner— might appoint, with small' sums of money for secret relief. 
In this way a sum of R344-12-9 was expended on the relief of some 41 families between 
the months of May and August. The gentlemen entrusted with this work were Lala 
Rd^ondth Mai, the Hospital Assistant of Hdnsi, Bdbu Mahammad Asman, a generally re- 
spelded employe in the Railway Works at Sirsa, and the Secretary of the District 
Committee. The two former gentlemen furnished fornightly statements of expenditure, 
and were able to do much good amongst the really poor, but respectable, parda ladies of 
their respective religions, ’while the latter afforded relief to such isolated cases of distress 
amongst menof good family as were brought to his notice. 

85. Under the head of valedictory doles 5229-9-9 were disbursed in sending the 

inmates of poor-houses to their homes. It was found that 
Valedictory doles. when these institutions were closed, or any large number 

of their inhabitants left, the people, instead of going back to their villages, were tempted 
into the towns. The District Committee, therefore, decided to undertake the care of 
their convoy to their homes. Batches of the inmates belonging to a certain portion of the 
district were put under the care of some respectable man, and they were told that they 
would continue for such and such a time to receive a dole in their village if they went 
there. Word was then sent on to have their names entered in the village lists, and the 
party with its road money, and in some cases small sums for the purchase of seed, was 
sent off. In this way the towns were saved from beggars, and the poor-house inmates 
themselves were put into the position they really desired, but which but for a little gentle 
persuasion they would not have attained. The natives of Bikaner, of whom there was a 
large number, were sent to the border of the district away from any large town on the 
roads to their homes, and were left there to find their own way back, in every case almost 
with a few rupees with which to start life afresh. Those too who were in want of clothes 
were provided with them, and these gifts were received with the most genuine gratitude. 


86. Under the heading I D of Form B has .been entered a sum of R32-5-9 for 

assistance to wanderers. Of this, R20 were spent in 
Assistance to wanderers. Fatahabad in giving handfuls of grain to the men who 

passed through the town, when the rains broke, on their way from the Relief Works to 
their homes. The soda test, to which reference has been made above in the description 
of the Hissar Town Committee's work, was applied here too, to prevent any one's taking 
more than one dole, and with every success. The rest of the expenditure, via., Ri 2-5-9, 
was incurred on buying railway tickets to send wanderers from the North-Western Prov- 
inces and other parts back to their homes. 


87. In the last class may he included four items which have been classed in I D, III 
Certain other items not properly F - and IV F, respectively, of Form B, and which require 
a charge on the Fund of Statement some explanation. They represent sums which were 
No. 14 attached. subscribed by isolated wealthy gentlemen for use either in 

their own villages or for some specific purpose. They were accepted originally and 
entered in the accounts before it was realized that the organisation of the District Com- 
mittee was desired to be of a more rigid and inflexible character than was at first realised. 
The items, that is, cannot properly be brought into a state of statistical perfection, and 
they only figure in the returns now made because the District Committee did not see that 
there was any advantage to be gained in omitting them. The procedure followed was to 
send these sums back to the donors and beg them to arrange for their expenditure in such 
way as they thought lit, it being suggested that it was undesirable that they should be 
expended in promiscuous charity. As a result, R343 were spent at Rori on the village 
tank, and R125 on similar work at Dabra under the supervision of the donors, in the one 
case the local bania, and in the other Risaldar-Major, Honorary Captain Sardar Ishri Singh. 
Lists were not kept, but it may be calculated that the money would maintain about 170 
persons for a month. Another sum of 1*375-15-0, collected in Rnnia under the auspices 
of Jalla, the zailddr of the place, was devoted to giving a gigantic Jubilee feast to 4,000 of 
the famine coolies on the Ghaggar Canal Famine Relief Works on June the 23nd, while, finally, 
by the request of the villagers concerned, a sum of R293, subscribed by some well-to-do 
banias of Satrand, were made over to the village Gansdla, which had been starved during 
the previous years of distress. Those who have seen the care with which the Hindus 
even in this year of scarcity have tended their cattle will not perhaps be. disposed to doubt 
that this assistance, however peculiar it may appear on paper, was felt as a genuine act 
of beneficent relief by the people themselves. 


E . — Gifts to cultivators. 

88. It will have been already realised from previous passages in this Report that 
Introductory ^ le d' Is t r * ct Hissar is entirely dependent on agriculture, 

and that, speaking roughly, cultivation in the unirrigated 
tracts had been generally for two, and in many places for three, years a failure. Stocks 
too were entirely exhausted, and on the 26th of June out of a population of 7J lakhs over 



I lakh of persons were in receipt of relief. The rapid rise in the 

too, which had been going on for a whole year, sounded yet another note of s ? ort ® a S e * 
when Government determined to expend e lakhs of runee? !n f,i. Q • 1 ° . °‘ a J arm i aa d 

who coo'd furnish security, the District 

direction too, and voted fir that purpose RaS .oo to be „i™ “ ?'“* e(fort 1K« 

cultivators whose lands were mortgaged, and who were, thefefore, debaLTfrom“aking 

89. The arrangements for the distribution of the money were the same as those 
Arrangements for the distribution, v^nicii officers were instructed to follow in mvinp- out tho 

Tho district was divided into (0 ^","“ ^£5 Tnd 

trusted each with one of them. Lieutenant A. S. Stephen Assistant CnSL— 
appointed to Fatahabad with an allotment from the Charitable Fund of '-'ifu 

Din Muhammad, Khan Sahib, Sub-Divisional Officer of Sirsa, a Saneed fSC J d5?t -? h 
tion up to RS9.500 in his own Sub-Division ; the Tahsils of 

grant of Ryo^oo, were entrusted to La!a Sansar Chand, Revenue Extra Ass’isS X! 
nussioner ; while Mr. M. S. D. Butler, Assistant Commissioner, with Ron 000 looker » 
of the Sadr Tahsil. Each officer was instructed to see every rupee paid into' the hands If 
the recipient himself The preliminary arrangements were completed by the middle of 
June. Village lists of applicants were prepared by the Tahsildars and Treasurers and 
Police Guards to protect the chests of money were appointed for each officer. Un to this 
point no distinction had been made between the applicants for loans from Government 
and for gifts from the Charitable Fund, nor, indeed was any one informed that any gifts 
were to be made at all. It was seen that if it was generally known that a large sum was 
to be given away, it would be impossible to carry out the Government programme as 
every cultivator would consider that his claims to a gift were superior to those of his 
neighbours. _ It was therefore decided to select from each village those people whose 
claims to assistance of some sort were obvious, and to make the test of whether the grant 
was to be from Government or from the Charitable Fund, the easily ascertainable fact- 

whether the applicant’s land was mortgaged or not. Thus where a man’s land was free 
from any encumbrance the grant sanctioned was debited to Government and the 
security of his land taken, while in cases in which he had no security to offer the disburse 
ment was charged to the Charitable Fund. As in either case receipts, stamped where 
necessary, were taken, the cultivators never found out the distinction which was’ all the 
time being made until, on the conclusion of the distribution, they were personally informed 
of their good fortune. This secrecy had the additional advantage of ensuring that the 
money was devoted to the purposes of cultivation. Believing that it would have to be 
paid back the people were naturally more eager to turn it to a profitable use than they 
would have been had they known it at the time to be a gift. The experience gained in the 
distribution showed conclusively that the policy adopted was a wise one, as the disbursing 
officers were unanimous in reporting that had the people known what was going on it 
would have been impossible to carry out their work. s 

90. The actual distribution did not commence till the third week in July. The 

Commencement of the distribution. h . eav y c |°“ ds , which had gathered up towards the middle 

ot June had cleared away without the long desired fall of 
rain, and with the people in the condition in which they were, and with the experience of 
the 1868-69 famine in mind, and its stern warning against premature expenditure of 
this sort, operations were postponed until more favourable meteorological conditions 
should set in. This was most fortunate ; again and again the clouds backed up, and again 
and again were dissipated with no results, and hope was giving way to despair when the 
reports from Delhi and Rewari and the hopeful aspect of the skies seemed to show that work 
might at last be begun, and on July the 18th the order was given to commence and to 
conclude the distribution, if feasible, within ten days: This proved to be impossible. Owing 
to the absence of the villagers on Relief Works, when the preliminary lists were prepared, 
a mass of new applications was begun with the first fall of rain to pour in, and the press 
of work involved may be realised from the fact that, apart altogether from the recipients 
of Government loans no less than 26,485 claims were investigated and passed as against 
the Charitable Fund alone. 

91. The scene at the distribution was a busy one. In the shade of some out-of-the- 

Scene at the distribution. ' va ? Bungalow verandah, or beneath the porch of a 

tent might be seen the distributing officer with the lists of 
claimants and the reports of the Tahsildars before him. On one side seated upon the 
ground would be the Treasurer with his heaps of silver before him, and on the other two 
or three Clerks writing receipts. In front would be an eager crowd of villagers waiting 
under the guidance of their village headmen for their names to be called and to hear their 
fate. The distributing officer would then scan the list to see the amount of the claimant’s 
holding, and to what extent he cultivated it himself, and whether it was mortgaged or not, 
and would read the Tahsildar’s report as to the man’s condition and the number of his 
cattle left alive, and tho amount which on the sanctioned scale he should get, and then, 
after brief enquiries here and there, to see that the compilers of the lists were acting fairly, 
would come the order to pay so much, and an entry, as circumstances demanded, in the 
officer’s own hand either in the column reserved for loans from Government, or in that for 
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charitable gifts. Meanwhile the Treasurer would have entered the amount of his disburse- 
ment in his own books and the money would be paid there and then, while on the other side 
the Clerk would be writing a receipt to be marked or signed before the recipient went 
away. As each village was completed the receipts and the Treasurer’s lists and the dis- 
tributing officer’s entries were compared and total struck and any error at once rectified. 
This done, the villagers were told to go off to their homes straight away with their money 
to prevent their being made the prey of those harpies who, where rupees are gathered 
together for disbursement, are always to be found hovering around. 

92. The procedure, of course, varied somewhat in each Tahsil, but the above de- 

, , scription would be a typical one. The points aimed at 

Precautions agams rau . were rapidity and the certainty that the money reached 

the recipient. The former was secured by the loyalty with which every subordinate 
answered to the call made upon him, and the latter may be confidently assumed, as no 
man had any money to give away in “gratuities” when he came, and as every rupee 
allotted was paid into the recipient’s hands before the eyes of a responsible officer. 
That having felt the hard cash in their hands the peasantry of this part would be likely 
to part with any quantity of it in order to gratify the underlings of Government is an 
hypothesis which those who know the people do not seriously consider. 

93. In all R2, 35,375 were expended in grants to 26,485 persons, or at an average 

rate of R8'89 each. Of the 26,485 recipients 8,oSi were 
No^ifattached SUreS0 tement landholders in their own right, and to them were given 
, 1., . j £95,870, or 4073 per cent, of the whole total j 4,641 
were tenants with rights of occupancy, and they received R38, 187, or i 6'22 per cent, of 
the whole total ; whilst among 13763 tenants-at-will was divided a sum of Ri, 01,318, 
being the equivalent on the total amount disbursed of 43'05 per cent. If the objects for 
which the money was given be taken into consideration it will be found that 1 3*34 per cent, 
of the expenditure was intended directly for the purchase of cattle, 29^98 per cent, for 
their hire, and 56'68 per cent, for the purchase of seed-grain. The apparent excess of 
the hire money over the purchase money given for cattle may be explained by the fact 
that where it was impossibile to give two relatives each a bullock, both men received a 
half-share, and this has been entered in the returns as a grant for hire. It would be safer, 
therefore, to say that 56'68 per cent, went in the purchase of seed grain, and 4372 per 
cent, in the purchase and hire of cattle. Nothing perhaps was more strikingly impressed 
on the distributing officer than the utter dearth of seed grain stocks, and too of ready 
money which was found to exist in the district. 
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CHAPTER XIII. — THE COMBINED FINAL DISTRICT STATEMENT. 


93, It only now remains to gather up into a head the figures which have been give 11 

Exolanatorv ~ n P recet ^’ n S Chapters, but a word of explanation i s 

. first necessary. It will have been seen already that the 

relief given in this district has been conceived rather as falling into three main lines than 
as under the. five objects of Form B. It has been found, that is, that a simplification of 
ideas, and with it an increased vigor of action, may be obtained by looking at the nature 
of the relief given in preference to the objects to which it may be devoted. It is not in 
any way intended here to criticise the recognised classification, but merely to state that 
the whole scheme of the Committee's organisation, its returns and a certain part of this 
report were framed on the idea of a three-fold division into continuous, isolated and other 
expenditure before Form R was sent down to be filled up. It has, therefore, seemed best, 
while fulfilling with the requirements of the new forms, to continue otherwise on the lines 
originally laid down. 


Continuous Relief. 

No. 16. 


Statement 


94. In Statement No. 16 attached have been gathered together all the items of con- 
tinuous relief, that is to say, of relief, which has been 
continued to the same recipient from day to day. From 
this it appears that, spread over a period of 38 weeks, the 
longest time for which any item of this kind of assistance was in progress, an average daily 
number of 2,115 persons took relief at the net cost of R24, 259-2-1. This result, expressed 
in the terms of a single day, is equivalent to saying that on one day 562,632 units received 
relief at a charge to the Fund of 8 pies per unit, while the whole of the disbursements 
under this heading form 9'2o per cent, of the whole of the Fund’s expenditure. 


95. In Statement No. 17, submitted herewith, may be found a table of all the charges 

. , „ incurred on behalf of single individuals on isolated 

Isolated Re ief. Statement No. i7- occasions. From this it will be manifest that in all 33,163 
individuals received relief in this manner at a cost per head of R7-2-5, and at an expense 
to the Fund of R2, 37, 172-1-0, or go'oo percent, of the whole of the sums disbursed on 
relief. Of this sum no less than its, 35,375, or 89‘3i per cent, of the whole expenditure, 
was incurred on gifts to 26,485 cultivators. 

96. Thus there only remains the matter of other expenditure to be accounted for. 

This is exhibited in Statement No. 18 attached. The 
Other expenditure. Statement w hole charge under this heading amounted only to 

R2, 1 09-4-5, of which Ri, 816-4-5, or 69 per cent, of the 
whole of the expenditure, represents the cost of administration. It is creditable to the 
zeal of the charitably minded gentlemen of the district, and to the activity of the subor- 
dinate officers of Government, that of this sum the charge for establishment reached only 
R988-12-2 or '37 per cent, of the total amount of the Committee’s expenditure. 

97. The final complete results of the Committee’s action during the last year are 

shown in the usual Forms A and B and the Statement 

Final Statement No. 19. No. attached. This last is designed to exhibit the 

Committee’s actions as regarded both from the point of view of the character and of 
the " objects " of the relief given. It will be seen that the whole expenditure incurred 
was R2, 63, 540-7-6, of which *56 per cent, was disbursed under Object I, a negligible 
quantity under Object II, g'o6 per cent, under Object III, 89’6g per cent, under Object 
IV, and • 69 per cent, on Miscellaneous Charges. It is not proposed to analyse these 
figures any further, as the statement may be left to tell its own tale. Two matters for 
comment, however, suggest themselves. 

§8. It will be noticed, first that the expenditure incurred on the maintenance 

of orphans was a negligible quantity. This is the more 
Object II. Expenditure discussed. remarkable as the percentage of the population in receipt 
of relief on the whole of the population of the district was probably higher than in any 
other part of India, in spite of the restriction of purely eleemosynary relief to comparatively 
insignificant limits. The District Committee has given the widest publicity to. its per- 
fect readiness to maintain those children who have lost their parents and relatives, and 
it can only be argiied frOm their non-appearance that there is no need for this assistance. 
Whether the result of the usual fever and pneumonia Of the cold weather months will 
be to carry off the family bread-winner remains to be seen, but it is understood that the 
Central Committee of the Fund is holding up money with a view to expenditure under 
this head. 
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on The second point for comment is the magnitude of the expenditure under 

yy ‘ Object IV. This too requires but little explanation, as the 

Object IV. Expenditure discussed. reaS0 ns which led the Committee to make such large grants 
to cultivators have been already explained. It will not be amiss though to reiterate here 
what has been the great experience of the famine in this district. This is. that, whatever 
may be the possibilities in parts which are only distressed, it is essential in a “ broken ” 
district for charity, if it is not to pauperise, to be devoted mainly to filling in the gaps of 
the Government schemes, and above all to the starting of the people afresh in life .when 
the distress has passed away. In a broken district experience has shown that it is not 
practicable to draw distinctions in distress, and the only result of an expenditure on con- 
tinuous relief in the villages, apart from that given by Government, would have been to 
have thrown over one of the central planks in the Government policy, namely, the rigid 
restrictions in the numbers on gratuitous and poor-house relief, and would unquestionably 
have done more harm than good. In conclusion, it need only be said that of all the expen- 
diture incurred that on grants to cultivators has been of pre-eminent importance, and that 
second to that in utility has been that on clothes, and though it is a small matter in itself, 
that on valedictory doles. This latter item has been instrumental in saving the towns 
from an inrush of beggars, and the recipients from their worst enemies themselves. 


CHAPTER XIV.— NOTICE OF SERVICES RENDERED. 

100. There remains only the pleasant task of recording the thanks of the District 

_ , _ , Committee to those gentlemen who have so generously 

u scrip ion o le un given their services or their money in support of its efforts 

on behalf of the distressed. The local subscriptions, amounting to R17, 306-8-7, were 
collected mainly from the well-to-do mahajans of the four principal towns, and amongst 
them it would be invidious to draw distinctions. Besides these contributions and those of 
the lawyers in Hissdr it would only be fitting to notice that no less than Ri, 441-3-6 were 
collected through the agency of the Baptist Zendna. Mission under the management of 
Miss Theobald in Bhiwdni, some of which was subscribed in India and some by friends at 
home. It should also be recorded that, as became the leading member of a family whose 
whole history is so closely associated with the district, Mr. Stanley Skinner, Honorary 
Magistrate and Honorary Lieutenant, 1st B. C., was not backward in making a handsome 
donation on behalf of Mrs. Skinner and himself, whilst amongst several other items of 
interest a considerable contribution from the master, fellows and under-graduates of 
Pembroke College, Cambridge, was very heartily welcomed as a token of interest from a 
quarter whence it was not (?) unexpected. 

101. Of those who have rendered their services — and these must always be the most 
Services rendered. Miss Theobald.- valuable-the foremost place would be given by common 

consent to Miss Theobald, whose work in Bhiwani, embrac- 
ing as it did almost every branch of relief, is held in grateful recollection, both by those 
who have been benefited from her charity and those who have been privileged to see her 
work. Alone, with Miss Philips, to whom the Committee's thanks are also due, in a town 
reeking with intrigue and rotton with speculative wealth, she has battled with famine and 
distress, under the most trying climatic conditions, and in the face of an incipient choleraic 
outbreak, in a manner which can only excite both sympathy and admiration. She has 
been able to reach, moreover, by virtue of her sex that class of parda - women which no 
charitable organization can over hope properly to relieve. It was with good reason, 
though with a fine disregard for the limits of human possibilities, that an old Muham- 
madan zailddr asked at a meeting of the District Committee, whether the “ Miss Sahib 
at Bhiwdni could not be asked to visit all the villages in the district.” 

102. The thanks of the Committee are also due to Bdbu Chura Mani, Vakil, who has 

Unofficial gentlemen. ac } ed as Secretary to the Hissdr Town Committee, and to 

whose industry and business-like habits the success of 
that body’s operations are mainly due. Ldla Sohan Ldl, the Government Treasurer and 
Vice-President of the Town Charitable Committee, and Ldla Gauri Shankar, have also 
shown a sympathetic interest in the work. The credit for the good management of the 
Hdnsi town relief is due, in the first place, to the Tahsilddr, Ldla Phundan Ldl, who has 
acted as President of the Local Committee, but the services of the other members of the 
Committee were none the less appreciated. This body has conducted its operations and 
correspondence in the most business-like manner, and the credit for the latter is d.ue to 
its competent Secretary. Of those who have worked in Bhiwdni, the foremost has been 
L&la Sdlig Rdm, a member of the Municipal Committee. This gentlemen was entrusted 
by Miss Theobald with certain branches of her relief work, and the Committee's thanks 
are due to him for his efforts. The services of Ldlds Naprang Rai, Jairdm Dds and Rdm 
Gopdl in maintaining private poor-houses have already been alluded to. In Sirsa, Ldla 
Ishar Singh has acted as Secretary to the Town Committee, and Ldla Ram Sukh Dds, 
Treasurer of Rohtak, and his son, Ldla Rdm Gopal, a mernber of the Municipal Commit- 
tee, have as usual been to the fore. 
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103. Of the officers and subordinate officials of Government who have lent their 
Government officials. services it is hard to speak. All, down to the lowest 

graded patwdri, have cheerfully responded to the calls 
made upon them, and it is difficult to mention names. It would be impossible though not 
to thank Sheik Din Muhammad, Khan Sahib, Sub-Divisional Officer of Sirsa, for what 
he has. done, both generally in supervision and particularly in the distribution of grants 
to cultivators. His presence in that outlying and sadly broken part of the district has 
been a sure guarantee that the money allotted to Sirsa has been carefully spent, and to 
the full satisfaction of the recipients themselves. A word of gratitude is also due to L 51 a 
Sansdr Chand, Revenue Extra Assistant Commissioner. This officer distributed no 
less than 8:70,434 in grants to cultivators besides arranging for many other matters, and 
the extra strain thrown upon him has been very real. It is hardly necessary though to 
say that it has been cheerfully undertaken. Of the Tahsildars special thanks are due to 
Munshi Badri Pershdd of Fatahabad, whose reputation as a famine administrator needs no 
further increase. Of the Naib-Tahsildars, Pandit Mohan Kishen did good service over 
the distribution of grants to cultivators in the Hissdr Tahsfl, and he has the Committee’s 
thanks. 


104. Of those who have helped in the office work special mention should be made 
Office work, °* Muhammad Husain, the Deputy Commissioner’s Head 

Clerk, and Pandit Harbans Ldl, the Head Treasury Clerk of 
the district. Both these officials have rendered very real services, and have ever been 
ready to. undertake any labours, however arduous. At the outset of the famine the Dis- 
trict Committee was ready to pay for the services of an extra Clerk in the English Office, 
and the offer was duly communicated to Mfr Muhammad Husain. He, however, on behalf 
of himself and his office begged to be allowed to do the Committee’s extra work as their 
offering to the Fund. Only those who have seen the enormous masses of papers which 
have had to pass through the English Office can realise what this offer has meant. To 
Pandit Harbans Lai is due all that is satisfactory in the Committee’s accounts. A famine 
expenditure ■ of some 16 lakhs during the last year from Government funds alone has 
thrown a great strain on the Treasury Clerks, and that in spite of this, time has been 
found to keep the Committee’s accounts in good order, is highly creditable to all con- 
cerned, and it is fortunate for the Committee that it has been able to command such 
reliable services. It is difficult for an unofficial body to obtain perfection, but it has been 
the aim of the District Committee throughout so to arrange its accounts as to satisfy the 
requirements .of an official audit, and that it has been able to formulate this ideal is prin- 
cipally due to Pandit Harbans Lai. 


105. Finally, the thanks of the Committee are due fo those without whose generous 
,. ... , aid nothing could have been done at all — the subscribers 

What the fund has achieved. tQ tfae In f ian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. As one 


looks back over the events of the last 12 months it is almost impossible to realise the 
magnitude of the work which has been accomplished in this district, and the memory 
of it will live amongst the people when the recollection of sufferings patiently endured 
has passed away. It is one of the happy privileges of the unfortunate to be able to 
forget, and with the sight of a bountiful harvest to invigorate them the people of Hissdr 
have already fallen back into their old ways, and life has almost resumed its normal 
aspect. Those, however, who have anxiously watched and worked to keep the machinery 
of relief from breaking down will remember many things, and will ever be thankful for 
the generous support they have received. The varying scenes of the drama have been 
in turn played out: the commencement of relief in November 1896, and the feeling that 
after all there might be winter rains ; the failure of the rains ; the opening of gratuitous 
relief and the ever-increasing volume of the applicants for work ; the commencement of 
the hot weather, and with it the agonies of thirst as well as of hunger ; the advent of 
landed proprietors on to the works — the Rdnghar, the Jat, and finally the Bishnoi ; the 
continuous dust-storms and the scorching heat ; the scenes of desolation from some 
rising hillock with nothing to break the arid monotony of unending sand but a few kair 
bushes, and cattle grubbing in the ground like swine and finding nothing ; the empty 
villages; the banked up clouds in June and their disappearance; the awful three weeks 
of suspense when it seemed as if nature was minded to work her own way and thwart all 
the efforts of man ;~ the breaking of the monsoon, and with it the wild rush for iaMvi 
grants with which to start cultivation afresh ; the flights of locusts and their devastations, 
and yet the harvest secured, and with the harvest the abandonment of despair and bright 
hopes for the future : such are the recollections which remain. The famine of 1896-97 
will, it may be prophesied, form yet another era for this district, but with what a. differ- 
ence! and as to the feelings of the people, who can tell? That a profound impression has 
been created is certain, and that in the sluggish east is a great thing. In India ideas 
move slowly, and it is foolish to suppose that the experience of the last 12 months has sud- 
denly transformed the thoughts and feelings of centuries ; still it is not too much to say that 
amongst many of the higher classes whose only -word for “duty” has meant that which a 
man must do or suffer for it, this famine has awakened the sense of a more sacred 
obligation, while amongst the less prosperous, to whom “ gratitude ” has been but the mere 
formal giving of thanks, it has ushered in perhaps the dawn of a new feeling. 
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Review and Summary of the results of my inspections of the accounts of the 
various District Famine Charitable Committees in the Punjab. 

In paragraph 2 of the letter, dated 31st August i8gj, from the Vice-Chairman of 
the Central Committee, Calcutta, I was directed at the conclusion of my travelling 
duties to make a dear but succinct report on the result of my inspections of the District 
Famine Charitable committee's accounts, with special reference to the points noted in 
paragraph 4 of the Government of India’s letter No. dated 18th August 1897. 

The points specially noticed are, that I was to examine and review the accounts kept 
by Local Committees to such an extent as will satisfy the Central Committee : — 

(<z) that the Fund has.been expended in accordance with the prescribed objects ; 

( b ) that accounts of expenditure have been properly kept ; and 

(c) that efficient check over the expenditure has been exercised. 

I have examined the accounts in each district, and 1 have already noticed every- 
thing in full detail in my diaries. I now proceed to give a summary of the results of my 
inspections as desired. 

Local Committees had been formed in all the districts either for the purpose of 
administering the Fund or for collecting local subscriptions and remitting them to the 
Provincial Committee, or for both purposes. The District Officer as a rule was Chairman 
of the Local Committee, the exceptions being Gujrdnwdla, where the Additional District 
Judge was Chairman, and the District Officer, Patron ; Mooltan, where the Sessions Judge, 
Mr. Kennedy, was Chairman; Rohtak, where the Treasury Officer was Chairman, and 
Montgomery, where the Settlement Officer, Mr. Fagan, was Chairman, and the District 
Officer, Vice-Chairman. Gurgdon was the only district which had no District Famine 
Committee ; the District Officer, however, controlled the Fund. In Rohtak, though the 
Treasury Officer was Chairman, yet the District Officer exercised a most careful super- 
vision, and nothing was done without his orders. It will thus be seen that the Fund in 
each district was administered principally under orders of some responsible officer of 
Government, assisted by a Local Committee. 

The portion of the fund which was expended in gifts to cultivators for purchase of 
ploughs, or well cattle and seed, and which is by far the greater portion of the Fund, was 
administered exclusively by District Officers. In Lahore the District Officer (Mr. 
Meredith) disbursed very nearly the whole of the money under this head himself. In 
Jhang the District Officer (Captain Burlton) disbursed the whole himself. In Karndl, 
Mr. Connolly, the District Officer, disbursed a great part himself; and in almost all the 
remaining districts Deputy Commissioners made the best arrangements they could for 
disbursing the money. These arrangements were extremely satisfactory in Ferozepore, 
Hissar, Karndl, Delhi, Rohtak, Sidlkot Montgomery, Bannu and Hoshidrpur; they were 
good in most of the remaining districts, but they were not very satisfactory in Guj rdnwdla, 
Guj'rdt, Jhelum and Mooltdn, where the money was disbursed by Tahsilddrs, In Guj'rdt, 
however, after the matter was brought to notice, the Deputy Commissioner, Nawdb 
Muhammad Afzal Khan, was requested to disburse the money himself, which he did. 

The expenditure under the remaining three heads was administered chiefly by 
Local Committees, which were composed invariably of the most respectable and well-to- 
do inhabitants of the towns. The Honorary Secretary in each case was a man of un- 
doubted respectability and good standing; the non-official Honorary Secretaries were 
leading pleaders, as was the case in Delhi, Ambaila, Rawalpindi, Peshawar and Jullundur. 
I invariably found the accounts in excellent order where a pleader was the Honorary 
Secretary. 

As a rule, the local collections were kept separate from the contributions received 
from the Provincial Committees, The former generally remained in the hands of one of 
the members of the Committee, who was appointed Honorary Treasurer; the latter, was 
deposited in a Bank in those districts where such was possible, and in the remaining 
districts they were deposited either in the Government Treasury or remained with the 
Government Treasurer. 

In all the districts Local Committees were extremely careful in the manner in 
which they expended the money received from the Provincial Committees they were also 
careful of the manner in which the local collections were expended,’ but the general 
idea prevailing was that they had greater latitude in expending the local collections 
than the Provincial allotments. In many instances there has been much difficulty in 
obtaining accounts and statistics of money collected locally and expended before the form- 
ation, of the Provincial Committee. Accurate and good accounts have been maintained 
in all districts of money received from the Provincial Committee, and of local collections 
realised and expended after the formation of the Provincial Committee. 

Vouchers were forthcoming for all payments for purchases of grain to stock the 
cheap grainshops, but they were as a rule unstamped, and it was said that the grain- 
dealers declared it was not customary with them to grant receipts much less stamped 
receipts. Receipts for other articles purchased were invariably, stamped. 

On the whole the Fund has been expended well within the prescribed obj’ects; 
accurate accounts have been maintained and efficient check exercised. 

Lahore; } S. S. HARRIS, 

> Extra Assistant Commissioner, 

d he 1 st December 1897. ) on Special Duty, 
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Report of distribution of clothing supplied by the Famine Relief Committee, 

Almost all the garments received by us have been distributed to widows and orphans 
a very large number of whom were nearly destitute of decent garments. The cases of 
urgent need are so numerous that it is difficult to pick out the worst, but we can speak of 
those mentioned below as having been specially needy and deserving. 

A poor Muhammadan w'idow, who has supported herself by grinding, but who is 
now unable to work on account of ill-health. She was recommended as one in great need 
to help, and when visited was seated on her door, still warming herself in the sun. She 
was almost too feeble to rise, and begged that we would give her something to keep out 
the cold. Her dwelling was a wretched little cell, built in the lower part of a house, 
and round the angle of a well. There was not sufficient room in it for a full-sized charpai 
or bedstead ; and she had only one or two earthen jars besides a child’s bed in the place! 
She was very grateful for the garments given. This woman, like many others relieved' 
is of low caste, but is too respectable to turn mendicant. 

Khdn Bibi is a girl employed as an under-teacher in one of our schools, but receives 
only one rupee per month as she is kept chiefly for her own sake. She is the only child 
living of a widowed mother, who is almost blind, and too infirm to grind, the only work 
she might do. These two have no sure means of support beyond the one rupee earned 
by the girl. Khdn Bibi and the other teachers in this school have done a great deal 
during the past year to help on the industrial relief work we undertook, and worked very 
hard in giving out the cotton for spinning. Khdn Bibi herself is partly invalided, as her 
spine has been affected from childhood. 

Another very distressing case is that of a Hindu woman of good caste ; both she 
and her husband are afflicted, he being totally, and she almost, blind. She came to beg 
for relief with only a few tattered and filthy rags on her, and this in cold weather. This 
poor woman went away crying with gratitude for the clothes she received ; she has no 
children, and she and her husband are dependent on the charity of their neighbours for 
their daily food. 

One very old woman, who shakes with the palsy and feebleness of extreme old age, 
was dressed in a mere bundle of rags and went away happy with some warm and decent 
garments. She is a widow, and has lost five sons, and is now’ utterly destitute. 

Pilrbatti, a woman of the sais class, was another very needy case. Her husband 
died while she was quite young, and as she may not marry again she is dependent for 
life on the gifts of her relations. She and her old mother, also widowed, get enough 
to keep them alive from various relatives, but Parbatti had next to no clothing. 

These cases might be multiplied indefinitely. Many to whom this timely aid in the 
form of clothing has been given are from amongst those who came to us for spinning last 
winter. In very many cases the women are widows with several young children to sup- 
port, and many more arc worse than widows. In our own schools we have given to a' 
good many orphans, who would otherwise have had but little to protect them from the 
severity of the winter cold. 

Two scrapbooks from some children, either at Leicester or Leominster, for the little 
Indian children were enclosed in the bale of clothing sent us. Unfortunately the slip of 
paper with them has been mislaid, and we are, therefore, not quite certain of the place 
from which they came. .They have gone to some very small and very wild little famine 
orphans in a school at Delhi, who have never seen such a thing before. 

It has been a great comfort to us to have these garments to give to some of the very 
many in such distress, and the hearts of the kind friends who gave and made them would 
be more than rewarded for all their labour if they could see the relief and gratitude with 
which they have been received. 


C. E. HEALEY, 


4th December 1897. 


M. FOX, 

Z. B. M. Mission, Lahore. 
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Report of the work done amongst the destitute women of Lahore- 


/_ fj ow the m oney received from the Famine Relief Committee was spent.— [n a 

former report written in April I gave an account of the way in which we were spending 
the money given for the relief of the poor women in this city. Work was provided for 
these women, spinning cotton, plain sewing and embroidery, so I will not enlarge on that 
point; only add that at that time there were only five or six hundred women on our list. 
The numbers increased every month, and in the end of June, when the work was closed, 
there were 1,500 women who were thus being helped. 

II. — Industrial School opened for Khatri widows. — I mentioned in my last report 
that a large number of very respectable widows, most of them belonging to the Khatri 
caste, and all well connected, had been recommended to us by the Khatri Association 
for help. Work was provided for them also, but when all operations were closed in June 
these women were in such distress that we applied for a further grant of money for them. 
The money was given, and an Industrial School has been opened under the supervision 
of some benevolent Khatri gentlemen, who have taken much interest in the work, and 
who are trying to collect private subscriptions in order to place the school on a permanent 
basis. Their aim is to help widows to learn some industry by which they can earn 
their own living in their own homes. Lvisited this school a few days ago, and was much 
interested in seeing about thirty women learning the art of lace-weaving, that is, first 
making tinsel thread, and then weaving it according to different patterns. This kind of 
gold lace is much used in this country and finds a ready sale in the market. Two female 
teachers have been employed to teach the women, and the Secretary told me that twenty 
widows are now quite proficient in this art and are able to support themselves. 

A list of aged and infirm widows had been prepared by the Secretary, and to these — 
in number fifty — clothing was distributed. As they came up to receive the garments, it 
was gratifying to see their withered old faces lighting up, and to hear their words of 
gratitude and prayers for blessings on those who had sent these presents for them. 
They were much touched when 1 told them that some of the garments had been sewn by 
English ladies for the poor of this land. 

III. — Distribution of clothing. — Three bales of clothing for distribution were sent 
to me : one I forwarded to Miss Fox, who is sending a separate report, and the contents 
of two have been disposed of by me. On looking at my note-book I find that I have 
given this clothing to 271 people, mostly to women and children, and a small portion 
to men. Most of the recipients were utterly destitute ; there are, however, others who, 
though not actually starving, have with difficulty managed to exist in these hard times ; 
they have just been able to provide themselves with food, but. have no surplus money with 
which to get some clothing for the winter, which in the Punjab is very severe. 

I will now give the history of one or two women to illustrate the sort of people 
who have been receiving these gifts. 

J. is a bright cheerful old lady ; to see her no one would guess her story of sorrow 
and despair. There are hundreds of women like her apparently happy and cheerful, but 
with sad stories hidden away in the innermost recesses of their hearts. Her husband died 
many years ago, but he left some land, on the proceeds of which she and her son lived 
pretty comfortably. This son, her only child, died in the prime of life, and so great was- 
her grief that in despair she threw herself in the river Ravi with a view to putting an end 
to her life. She was seen by some boatmen and rescued, but again attempted suicide by 
taking arsenic. The dose was small, and she did not die. After this she got a stroke of 
paralysis, and for years considered herself a victim of God’s wrath and so great a sinner 
that death would never release her from her sufferings. After lying on her bed for five 
years, during which time she sold her land and spent the money, she heard of a Mission 
Hospital, to which she was taken by a neighbour, where, after a long medical treatment, 
she was restored to health. Now she has no money and no near relations or friends, so 
she does a little nursing in the same hospital and earns Rs. 3 per month, but that during 
these months of famine has been barely sufficient for food. She was thinly clad and 
shivering with the cold when I saw her; and when a warm “ kurta” was given to her. 
she was very grateful and pleased. 

S. D. is an old . blind woman ; in her youth she was a very pretty woman, was well 
married, and lived in ease and comfort. Her husband going to his office one day was 
bitten by a snake and died within a few hours, leaving her a widow with a little boy of 
three. For some years she lived on the money her husband had left, but another great 
sorrow came upon her in the death of her boy, who died of cholera. Since her husband's 
death much of her time had been spent in weeping, and now she spent days and nights in 
crymg, so much so that her eyes were quite injured, and now that she is old she has be- 
come quite blind. The little hoard of money dwindled away fast, and now she lives in a 
wretched hovel and is dependent on the charity of her neighbours, Some clothing was 
sent for her, and again and again she sent her salaams for the gift. 

If the little children in England who have contributed their farthings and pennies 
owards providing clothes for little destitute ones in India could have seen two little 
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cripple boys, each of whom received a new suit of clothes, they would have been delight- 
ed. One of these boys, though a cripple for years, is now much better, and lately has 
given up using even a crutch. His legs are still crooked, but he can walk along pretty 
well now. The other one cannot stand upright ; he drags himself in a nimble fashion in a 
sitting position. When the garments were given to them they danced about ( as well as 
they could) with joy, and the latter ran along on all fours with delight. They were 
profuse in their salaams to the donors. 

About most of these women, with whom we have come in contact in this time of 
distress, sad and pathetic stories might be told. Stories of grief and sorrow, privation 
and misery. 

I will not add more, only close with the words which are often upon the lips of these 
women, — "Look at our kind Sarkdr" ("Sarkdr” implies Government, and anything 
done by English people, either collectively or individually, is attributed by the people 
here to the British Government); “during the months of famine we were supplied with 
work, and now that the winter has come clothes have been sent for us all the way from 
England. May God bless the Sarkdr.” 


Lahore : 

The 8th December i8gj. 


} 


M. BOSE, 

Victoria School. 
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printed in antique type. 
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... 

1 - 

... 

14 

I ,M 

• 4 1 '3 3 

276 5 6 

... 

)3 g 8 0 

... 

, 

78 12 6 

! 

M 33 7 3 

7th April 1 
1S97 to | 
31st Octoberl 
1897. 1 

381 

1 

! 104 

i 

! 

■ 

46 

15 

16 







1 

... 

1 


... 

17 





... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

18 







*** 

... 


... 


19 







... 

... 


... 

... 

20 




... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 


21 

♦ •i 

... 



• •• 


... 

... 

... 

... 


22 

• •• 

... 

. - 


.*• 


... 

... 


... 


23 





... 


... 


... 



24 

.. i 




• *» 

... 

... 

... 


... 


23 

• M 

... 



... 

... 

... 

... 




26 

M 





... 

... 


... 

Ml 


27 

*** 

... 


... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 


28 

... 

•** 



*• 




... 


... 

29 




•** 

... 


... 

ft* 

... 


... 

3 ° 







t .1 

... 


Ill 


31 ' 

141 13 3 

276 5 6 

9 

36 8 0 

Ml 

78 T2 6 

1433 7 3 

... 

381 

104 

46 
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OBJECT 1— continued. 

B.— Other expenditure in poor-houses or kitchens— continued. 

Provision of “ Comforts" in Government poor -house. 


(d) Other expenditure. 

„ . (c) Money 

i («) Cost of of lir^edutce . distribu ‘ ed 
! sud* 1 u U,CB for purchase 

I ‘ Ply- comforts" 01 a f dd j£ onal Details. Amount. 


(i) Length (2) Tctal 
of time number of 
during persons 
which who were 
comforts provided 
were with com* 


(3) Average daily number 

supplied. 


which who were milk. g. \yjjj, 

comforts provided other 

were with com- . corn- 

provided. forts. Child- 0[horSi forts. 


i. Hissar 


8 a. p. \ 8 a. p. 8 a. p. 

... j 74 H 3 7«9 <> l ^ ds t and 
I items. 


No. No. No, 



2. Rohtak . . 

3. Gurgaon 

4. Delhi . . 

5. Karnal 

6. Umballa . . 

7. Simla . . . 

8. Iiangra 

9. Hoshiarpur 

10. Jullundur 
XI. Ludhiana . 

12. Ferozepore . 

13. Mooltan 

14. Jhang 

15. Montgomery 

16. Lahore . . 

cj. Amritsar 

18. Gurdaspur . 

19. Sialkot . . 

20. Gujrat 

21. Gujranwala 

22. Shahpur 

23. Jhelum 

24. Rawalpindi . 

25. Hazara 

26. Peshawar . 

27. Kohat . 

28. Bannu 

29. Dera Ismail Khan 

30. Dera Ghazi Khan 

31. Muzaffargarh . 


Total 


74 14 o 719 6 


1 13 5 0 907 9 4 
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OBJECT I— continued. 


C. Other expenditure on persons in receipt of Government relief outside poor-houses. 


(i) Supplementing the famine mage on Relief Works. 


(ii) Supplementing the Government dole in gratuitous relief. 


(a) Total (4) Period dur- (r) T otat 
amount so ing which it number of 
expended, j was expended. P a }'ments 
, made. 


(<l) Average number each day. 


Women. I Children. 


(n) Total 
amount so 
expended. 


(4) Period dur- 
| ing which it 
j was expended. 


(r) Total 
number of 
payments 
made. 


(d) Average number 
per month or fort- 
night (according 
as the dole was 
monthly or 
fortnightly) of 
persons whose dole 
was increased. 





OBJECT l— concluded. 




C.— Other expenditure, the famine wage on 
Relief Works— concluded. 

D.- Other relief under heading “ Object I" (such as assist 
ance to wanderers, sending them to Relief Works or to 
their own villages). Grants made to poor people out nr 
Relief Officers' imprests. ■ *_ r utof 



(in) Providing meals for children or aged and infirm 
- (arsons about Relief Works, 

District. 




(c) Average number for 
each day. 

■ 


• 




(a) Total 
amount so 
expended. 

»£) Period 
during 

A. 

B. 

c. 

Nature of 
cxpendituic. 

* Period of 
expenditure. 

Amount of. 
expenditure. 

- - 

Number 
of persons 
relieved.", 



which it was 
expended. 

Children. 

Aged 

person. 

Infirm 

person. 

1. Hissar . • 

2. Rohtak . 


R a. p 


• 



(1) Grants to wand- 

erers. 

(2) Jubilee dinner 

to workers on 
relief works. 

(3) Contribution to 

Sirsa Dispen- 
sary. 

August and 
September. 
22nd June . 

if a. p. 
5 ° 1 0 

375 '5 0 

* . 

IOO 0 0 

... 


3. Gurgaon 


... 






... 

... 

Ml 

4. Delhi . . 

5. Karnal . • 

6. Umballa 

7. Simla 


... 

... 

».« 

... 


Grant to Mission 
Hospital for women. 
... 

• 

... 

Threo months 

600 0 0 

120 

- ... i 

... 

8. Kangra 

9. Hoshiarpur . 

10. Jullundur 

11. Ludhiana 

12. Ferozepur 

13. Mooltan 

14. Jhang . 

« 

• 

. 

... 

... 

... 

• 

... 

... 

... 


: 

... 



15. Montgomery . 

16., Lahore . 

17. Amritsar 




... 

... 



Grant to Chaplain for 
Strangers’ Home. 

... 


215 O O 

. ... 

... 

18. Gurdaspur 

19. Sialkot . 

20. Gujrat . . 

21. Gujranwala . 

» 

• 

• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Relief of paupers 
by doles who 
would ordinarily 
have been on 
Government list 
of relief works. 

21st April 1897 
to 31st July- 
1897 - 

4,838 6 6 

2,818 

22. Shahpur 

• 


... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


23. Jhelum . 

• 




... 

... 

... 

• ... 

... 

... . 

24. Rawalpindi 

■ 


... 

... 

... 

.... 

... 

... 


... 

25. Hazara . 

< 

... 


... 

... 

Mi 

... 

... 

... 

... 1'. • 

26. Peshawar 




... 

... 

... 

* ... 

... 

... 


27. Kohat . 

• 



... 

... 

... 


,,, 

... 

... 

28. Bannu . 

. 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

29. D era Ismail Khan 

. 

... 



... 

... 

... 

... 

M. 

- ... ", 

30. Dera Ghazi Khan 

. 



... 

... 

... 

... 

• 


♦;» . 

31. Muzaffargarh . 

• 




... 

... 

... 


... 

•u". , • 

Total 

. i 


... - 

... 

... 

— 


- . -V 

6,179 6 6 

m 


Total expenditure under Object !, £8,563-0-7 
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i 
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OBJECT 11 -ORPHANS— continued. 

- 





I B.— Number of orphans to whom clothes 
were given. 


C.— Relief after the famine. 



District. 


1 

* 

(c) Tiie cloth 
or article being 
purchased by 
the Local Com- 
mittee or Sub- 
Committees, or 
by gentlemen 
provided with 
funds by the 
Local 

Committee. 

- 

(6) Ages of such orphans 
under 1 year. 

{*>)Ages of such orphans 01c r 

1 and under 3 years. 


(a) The 
articles being 
sent from 
England. 

( 4 ) The 
articles pro- 
vided by the 
Provincial 
Committees. 

(a) Number 
of orphans 
already 
provided for. ' 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

I. Hissar . 

• 


... 

Otic orphan 
at a cost of 
Ri-2-6. 

• 

.... 

- 

V 

... 

••• 

... . 


2. Rohtak . 

• 

... 


... 


... 

... 

... 

... 



3. Gurgaon 

• 




... 


... 



•v 


4. Delhi . 

5. Karnal . 

* 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


6. Umballa 

• 


... 



... 


... ■ 




7. Simla . 


... 





... 


... 

... 


S. Kaogra 

• 

... 

... 

... 


... 


... 

... 


... 

g. Hoshiarpur . 

• 






... 

... 

. 

... 

... 


10. Jullundur 

• 

... 


... 

... 

... 


... 


... 


11. Ludhiana 

12. Ferozepare . 

13. Mooitan 

14. Jhang . 

• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 


... 


... 

15. Montgomery 

• 

... 

... 

... 

... 




. »»' 

... 

... 

16. Lahore . 

• 

... 



... 

... 

... 

... 


... 


17. Amritsar 

• 


... 

... 


... 



... 

... 


i8. Gurdaspur . 

* 

... 

... 

... 

• •• 

... 


... 


... 

- 

ig. Sialkot . 

* 

... 

... 



... 




... 

... ; 

20. Gujrat . . 

• 

... 

••• 

.. 

... 



... 

... 

... 

... 

21. Gujranwala . 

• 

... 

• ... 




... 



«». 


22. Shahpur . 

23. Jhelum 

• 

* 

. ... 

... 

... 






- M * 

... 

24. Rawalpindi . 

25. Hazara . 

• 

• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

— 

... 


... 

... 


... - , 

26. Peshawar] . 

• 

... 

• < 



... 

1.* 

... 


... 

... 

27. Kohat . 


... 


• •• 


... 


i*. 

... 

... 

HI . 

28. Bannu . . 

• 

... 


III 


... 

... 


... 

.1. 

... 

2g. Dera Ismail Khan 

• 

... 


HI 

... 

... 


... 


... 

... * 

30. Dera Ghazi Khan 

• 

... 

... 

• M 


... 

... 

... 


... 

. •»* . 

31. Muzaffargarh 




HI 




• M 


... 


Total 

• 

. - 


1 

... 

. "• 

... 

... 

... 

**« 



J 
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OBJECT II.-ORPHANS— concluded. 


C .— Relief after the famine— concluded. 


(A) Ages of such orphans over 

3, under 5 years. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 


5 , under io years. 


(c) Brief statement of arrangements (d) Sum paid 
made for maintenance till such for such 

orphans become self- arrangements, 

supporting. 


The one orphan found after due 
proclamation was made over to 
Miss Theobald, a Mission 
Lady at Bhiwani. 


The orphan was sent to the 
Ferozepore Orphanage. 


Total expenditure under Object II, R929-9-0 












OBJECT HI— continued* 


B— Provision of work to respectable poor (other than that shown under heading « Object IV ”, as provided for professional workmen). 


( i ) Work given out , to be returned to the Committee. 


(ti) Work given out , to be sold by 
the workers. 


j (6) Number 


of people 

(e) Cost of 

supplied with 
materials. 

materials. 


spinning, i 
weaving, | 

sewing and! 
cmbroideryj 


Daily aver- 4,249 

a S e 263 for 

32 weeks. 


by them. 


f 100 Pyjamas. 
269 Ghagris. 
95 Kurtas. 
30 Dhotis. 
370 Chadders 
720 Jharans. 

4 Daris. 

55 Embroider- 
ed articles. 
386 Maunds 
of thread. 

268 Thans of 
Garha 
(doth). 



Actual num- 1,532 6 6 334 Maunds 
ber 284. ' 8 a scers of 


Spinning, sen- 1,500 

ing, embrom-1 1 

Ginning and I Daily aver- 
spinmng ( age 205 . 



sale of the 
produce. 



M < 6 > 
Number 


with 

materials 


4,452 12 6 4^24 14 9; 


. Loss. 

( 222 i 3 


6,991 10 o 31 1 Maunds 
yarn. 

2,381 10 6 164 Maunds 

27 seers of 


Loss. 

6,976 13 o Cotton to be 
spun into 
yarn. 




I5.IS4 '4 9 



A. Part only was sold, the rest woven into cloth. 
































OBJECT III- 

-contd. 





! ' ■ ' 

C.— Grain or cooked food doles to respectable poor. 

D.-Money doles to respectable poor for^urckas* 
of food. . , 

District. 






(1) Period 

(if) 





’it) Number 




Number 





(i) Period 
during which 

(average, if 
necessary) 

[111) Kates of 

(in) At what 

(b) Amount 

during 

which 

[average, 

if 

(ill) Rates 

(in) At 
what 

(t>) Amount 
expended. 


this relief 
was given. 

of persons 
in receipt 

the doles. 

given. 

expended. 

this relief 
was 

necessary) 
of persons 

of the doles. 

intervals 

given. 



of doles. 




given. 

in receipt 










of doles. 




i. Hissar . . . 

23 -I-Q 7 to 

Average 

h seer per 

Sanctioned 

R a. p. 
8,483 11 9 

20-3-97 

Average 

009 


i? a. p, 

8,914 t 6 


16-10-97 

825 

head per 

daily and 

to 

1,004 

0 1 3 

W eekly 




day. 

some- 


9-10-97. 







times 







2. Rohtak . . 

... 

IM 


weekly. 

... 

... 

... 

• •• 

Ml 

. >11 

3. Gurgaon . 

7.3.97 to 

Average 

•J seer per 

Weekly . 

3,932 0 0 

1-12-96 

Average 

Monthly 

Weekly 

2,340 1 s ■ 


31-10-97. 

265 

head per 



to 

87 

rate. 

4. Delhi . . 

1*11-96 to 

Actual 

day. 

12 to 24 

Fortnight- 

35,919 8 4 

3 I-IO- 97 - 
1 Month 

Actual 

1 2 0 

Monthly 

Monthly 

128 00, 

- 

31-10-97. 

number, 

seers per 

ly and 



No. 

rate 


5. Karnal . . . 

29-1-97 to 
31-10-97. 

4,724 

month. 

monthly 



64 

2 0 0 



Daily ave- 
rage. 

J seer per 
head per 

Weekly . 

2426 13 9 


350 

Daily rate 
0011 

Monthly 

2.839 6 11 



93 

day. 








6, Umballa 

... 

••• 

... 

... 

... 


1,400 

080 

Weekly 

5456 9 6 








400 

and 

7. Simla . . 






31*10-97 



monthly 


8. Kangra . 



... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

**• 

Ml 

9. Hoshiarpur . 



* 



... 

... 

... 

•** 

III 

xo. Jullundur . . 

7-12-96 to 

258 

^ seer per 

Weekly . 

2,085 9 7 

... 

... 

••• 

Ml 

... 


19-8-97. 


day per 



... 




11. Ludhiana . . 

• 


head. 








6 months 

Actual 

i seer per 

Do. , 

7 » 65 t 7 3 








No. 

day per 



... 






43,696 

head. 








12. Ferozepore . 

74 months 

Actual 

No. 

18,152 

Ditto 

Do. . 

5.747 4 0 

8 months 

550 

Varying 

rates. 

Some 

monthly, 

some 

1,694 10 3 









once for 


13. Mooltan . . 

• I* 

• •• 

... 

... 

... 

... 



all. 

... 


14. Jhang . 

15. Montgomery . 


m. 

... 


... 

• 1. 


... 

M» 

14 0 0 
300 0 0 

16. Lahore . 

... 

M' 

... 


... 

3 months 

3 

100 

l.» 

Monthly 

rate. 

Monthly 

17. Amritsar . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 months 

12,682 

IOO 

060 

Monthly 

12,754 13 6 

18. Gurdaspur . 

i-r-97 to 

Actual 

-J seer per Daily 

500 0 0 







31 - 3 - 97 - 

No. 

day per 





,, 


19. Sialkot . 

... 

2,670 

head. 


... 

... 





20. Gujrat . . . 















... 



• •• 

m 


Ill 

21. Gujranwala . . 











22, Shahpur 

15-11-96 

7,082 

4 seer per 

Weekly , 

4.566 3 6 


••• 

(«« 

Ml 

M * 


to 24-5- 

day per 






23. Jhelum . 

97 - 


head. 











... 


• •• 

IH 

*•» 

«•« 

• M 

• M 

24. Rawalpindi . 

16-5-97 

402 

6 to 10 chs. 

Weekly . 

1,013 8 6 







6-7-97. 


per day 






25. Hazara . , 

26. Peshawar . 

One day, 
20-12-96 

Not known 

1,462 

per head. 
Not known 
£ seer per 

One day . 
Alter 10 

4 ii 5 0 
i 4 > 4°5 0 0 



... 

Ml 

Ml 


to 28-5- 

day per 

days. 






27. Kohat . . . 

97 - 


head. 

. 






28. Bannu . 


... 

... 

IM 

• M 

Ml 

• i* 

. Ml 

Ml 

|M 

29. Dera Ismail Khan . 


... 

... 


• •• 


... 

Ml 

III 

*‘k 

30. Dera Ghazi Khan . 


. . * 

... 

... 

III 

III 

... 

Ml 

Ml 

• Mt 

31. Muzaffargarh 

1 - 3-97 to 
31-8-97. 

"'79 

•J seer per 
day per 

Weekly . 

275*13 6 

* «• 


M. 

• • ' 

HI 

IM 




head. 








Total 

Ill 

- 


m 

87418 5 2 

«.« 

... 

Ml 

... 

34,441 II- 4 
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OBJECT lll—conch 7 . 


Cheap grain shops. 


F. Other Relief under heading "Object III”. 


(i) Number and ( 3 ). Period 
localities of o0, »"E which 

grain shops. relic! was 
given. 


(3) Net amount Excess of ( 5 ) Average num-l 1 

expended from privileged rate ber of persons j * 

the Fund during mar ” et relieved during Nature of Period of . 

that period, rate (in seers or each month o( 1 expenditure, expenditure mSISJP, ' 

tts. per rupee*) the period. . expenditure, expenditure 


Number of 
penor.s 
relieved. 


2 at Bhiwani . > 23-1-97 to 
1 at Hissar . j 30-9-97 


1 at Rohtak , a 2-3-97 
1 at Jhajjar . ( to 
1 at Ghoira . ) 16-8-97 

shops in 1-11-96 to 
Delhi City. 31-10-97 


I Amballa city 
1 do. Can- 
tonment. 

1 at Jagadri . 


R a. p, 

516 002 srs. min. 

3 srs. max. 


678 482 srs. min. 

S srs. max. 

I 7 » 5 ip 882 srs. min. 

S» srs. max. 


a city 

Can- I 1-10-96 ■) 

4 - t [ 6.074 IS 

in . J 31-10-97 J 


6 2 seers 


Daily average (1) Secret relief May to Oct. i' 2 
72 to respectable 1S97. 514 

persons. 4 weeks in 468 o 

(2) Relief work- June 1897. 

Monthly ave- ... 
rage. 

124 ! 

2,058 Grant to 2 months. 200 o 
Zenana Mis- 
j sion Hospital 

... : Relief to inde- 1-4-97 to 72 o 

I gent students. 31-7-97. 


41,170 } 


120 | 3 


4 at Ludhiana •) 

City. h 6 months 

1 at Jagraon . ) 

1 at Zira . - 

1 at Dharam- f 

hot. [■ i-i2-g6 to 

1 at Fazilka . \ 31-3-97 

1 at Ferozepore J 


31 - 3-97 


2 at Multan 22-12-96 to 
City. 15 - 4-97 

• ••• 

4' at Lahore 19-11-96 to 

Cit y- I5-S-97 


784 5 o 2 srs. min. Monthly ave . ' 

3 srs. max. rage, 245 ! 

4,4 ” 6 

640 | 

J 

6,005 11 1 ij srs. min. . nr _ 

4i srs. max, 1,807 


17,863 o 0 3 seers 


4 at Bataia . 


1-1-97 to 
31 - 3-97 


1,156 7 3 2 seers 


1 at Sialkot 2-12-96 to 662 432 seers 


Cantonment 
6 shops 


4 - 1-97 

21-4-97 

to 

31-10-97 


!,9 l 3 752 srs. min. 

4 srs. max. 


|21 shops . 

12 at Rawal- 
I pindi City. 


6-3.97 

to 

30 - 5*97 
1 0-1-97 t° 
30 - 9-97 


8,056 172 srs. min. 

4 srs. max. 
1,363 2 10 2 seers 


11,406 

814 


7 shops at 20.12-96 3,597 13 o 2 seers 

P e s h a war to 
City. 28-5-97 


66,663 13 9 


1 i 

1,284 12 9 i 


Total expenditure under Object III, K2, 08422-0-9 


544 - 



object iv. 


A, — Provision of employment to professional workmen. 


(i) Work given out, to be returned to the Committee. 


(«) Assistance in providing materials for - 
vsorli to be soil Ly the markers . 


J a) 

Nature 

of 

employ- 

ments 

assisted. 



(d) 

(c), Quantities . ^ 

materials (or finished pa ij'( , 0 ° r U t rl |i ( .; r 

money products P a ^ J 

advances). returned 

by them. 


ft a. p 


1. Hissar 

2. Rohtak 

3. Gurgaon . 

4. Delhi. 

5. Karnal 

6 . Umballa . 

7. Simla 

8. Kangra 

9. Hoshiarpur 

10. Jullundur . 
ix, Ludhiana . 

12. Ferozepore 

13. Mooltan 

14. Jhang 

15. Montgomery 

16. Lahore . 

17. Amritsar . 


18. Gurdaspur. 

19. Sialkot 

20. Gujrat 

31. Gujramvala 

22. Shahpur . 

23. Jhelum . 

24. Rawalpindi 
35. Hazara 

26. Peshawar . 

27. Kohat 

28. Bannu 

29. Dera Ismail Khan 

30. Dera Ghazi Khan 

31. Muzaffargarh . 


200 12,555 


Weav- Daily 7,678 1 9! 
ing, aver- 1 I 

sewing, age 
shoe- 409 

making, 
etc. 




19,233 1 9 


A, Embroidery, manufacturer of shawls, dress pieces, phulkaris, carpets, etc.,!etc. . 

U. borty- two thousand three hundred and forty-three yards ot cloth, 5,153 kurtas, 36 o chadders,'^^ taibands, 61 3 jharans. 
several hundreds or pairs of shoes, several sets of harness, and other articles made of leather. 
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OBJECT IV— continued. 


B.— Assistance towards rebuildings 
or repairing of houses. 

C.— Assistance where only MONEY grants have been given by provision on cattle, seed-grain, etc , to 

Cultivators 

{:) Number 
of people 
assisted. 

(») Causes 
of destruc- 
_ tion of 
houses 
{fire, want, 
etc.). 

{iit) Amount 
expended. 

(*' Number 
of culthators 
assisted. 

(«*) (Rough- 
ly) how 
many for 
purchase 
or hire of 
cattle alone. 

(u) (Rough- 
l>) how 
man}' for 
purchase of 
seed-grain 
alone. 

(n) (Rough- 
ly) for 
fodder sub- 
sistence 
of cattle 
alone. 

(11) (Rough- 
ly) for 
fodder sub- 
sistence of 
cultivator 
and family 
alone. 

(11) (Rough- 
ly) for 
wages to 
labourers 
alone. 

(**) (Rough- 
ly) for more 
than one of 
the abo\c 
objects. 

(f/i) Amount of 
gifts made. 




B a. p. 

26,485 



■ 

• 

1 

26,485 

£ n. p. 

2 . 35.375 0 0 

I 




5,000 

503 

4,162 

335 

... 


... 

44,090 8 0 

2 



* 

462 

462 

... 

... 

... 



6,000 0 0 

3 




150 

150 

... 


... 


... 

4.509 6 0 

4 

•• 


... 

1,299 

... 

... 


... 


1,299 

49,245 0 0 

5 




246 

241 

5 





5,000 0 0 

6 - 



... 


... 


... 

... 



... 

7 

8 

12 

Fire 

6o o o 

405 

399 


... 

6 


... 

4,940 0 0 

9 

... 



... 


... 



- 

... 

... 

ro 



... 

118 

102 

12 


4 


... 

3.068 0 0 

it 

•• 

... 

... 

2,346 

856 

100 


... 



55,048 0 0 

12 

... 



197 

197 

... 


... 


•• 

4,805 0 0 

*3 

... 

... 


811 

726 

85 

... 

... 


... 

24,434 0 0 

14 - 



... 

869 

267 

602 


... 


... . 

11,852 0 0 

15 

... 

... 


2,188 

2,182 

6 


... 


... 

81,206 0 0 

16 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... 


... 

IT 

119 

Fire 

Soo o o 







... 


18 

... 

... 

... 

614 

614 

... 

... 




14,000 0 0 

19 - 

... 

... 


1,490 

1,490 

... 

- 

... 

... 

... 

29,540 0 0 

20 

... 

. ... 


448 

448 



... 



1 7,000 .00 

21 -- 

... 

... 


881 

881 


... 


... 

... 

19,975 0 0 

22 

... 



7,085 

2,419 

4,666 

... 

... 

... 


70,596 6 6 

23 


... 


1,852 

1,852 

... 





40,000 0 0 

24 




353 

102 

251 


... 



2,200 O . O 

'35 

... 



... 

... 

... 


... 



... 

26 

... 

... 


- 

... 

... 


... 



... 

27 

55 

Fire 

290 0 0 

602 

602 

... 


1.. 



14,526 0 0 

28 

... 



470 

470 



... 


... 

8,700 0 .0 

-29 

... 


... 

... 

... 



... 

... 


... 

3 ° 





... 

*** 

... 

... 




31 

186 

... 

850 0 0 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

7,46,110 4 -6 



Note. — E ach head of a family is only to be counted once even if his gift is meant to cover various items of expenditure. 









j OBJECT IV -continued, 


jC.— Assistance where only MONEY grants have been given by ' D A - , t Cultivators Kv ,,, v nm 

, provision on cattle, seed-grain, etc., to cultivators— cuncld. u - Assistance to Cultivators by grants IN KIND. 


District, 


(iv) 

(Roughly) 
how much 
for purchase 
of cattle. 


(iv) 

(Roughly) 
how much 











20. Gujrat , 

21. Gujranwala 

22. Shahpuc . 

23. Jhelum 

24. Rawalpindi 

25. Hazara 

26. Peshawar . , 

27. Kohat ' . 

28. .Bannu 

29. Dera Ismail Khan 

30. Dera Ghazi Khan 

31. Muzaffargarh 

Total 


OBJECT IV — concluded. ■ 

F— Other Expenditure under heading “ Object IV ”. 


OBJECT V. 


Nature of 
Expenditure. 



(a) Office and | (c) Miscel 

An.n..ni> Number of Contingent (4) Printing. 

SSS. Expcndfturc - 


l.Hissar 

(1) Valedictory 


8 a. />. 
(1) 699 0 9 

2. Rohtak 

doles. 

(2) Subscription 
to a Gausala. 


(2)293 0 0 

3, Gurgaon . 


... 

... 

4, Delhi ... 




: 5. Karnal 

• •• 

... 

... 

6. Umballa . . 

Contribution to- 

1-4-97 t0 

2,000 0 0 

7. Simla 

wards the spin- 
ning work. 

17-7-97 

... 

8. Kangra 

' 9. Hoshiarpur 

HI 

... 

... 

10. Jullundur 


»•» 


11. Ludhiana . 


... 

... 

12. Ferozepore 

Excavation of 

1-12-96 to 

40,882 0 6 

13. Mooltan . 

tanks, wells, 
construction of 
Dharmsalas 
and the like. 

31-8-97 

14. Jhang 

IS- Montgomery . . 

Ml 

... 

... 

16. Lahore 

Valedictory- 


332 0 0 

17. Amritsar . 

doles. 

• II 

... 

... 

18. Gurdaspur , 

... 

... 

... 

19. Sialkot ... 

... 


*•• 


I 


,0, “k P n 

8 a . p . 

8 a . p ,: j 

401 6 0 

- ••• -1 

1,816 4 f 5 . 1 

740 

... 

221 2 6 

207 7 6 


‘,673 12 4 | 

64 3 0 

427 6 2 

566 0 7 

1 0 0 

11 5 0 

'5 5 0. / 

... 

080 

••* . , ' ' ’ 

0 8 0 

••• 



25 6 0 


336 1 6 : 



131 3 3 

- 

: - 

I 2 0 



304 0 9 

li 

: *** 
0 

0 


1,235.12 0- ' 

160 5 0 

193 4 5 

828 13 4. 

84 10 0 

... 

214 12 3 1 

w 

0 

0 


46 5 0 ft 

... 


374 5 9 ' 

8S 4 0 


459: 10 : 3 

139 11 0 

, 

... 

1,532 3 9 



1 I 0 


44,206 i 3 



7 9,758 1. 5 . 


. 8,33,239 S-3 


. 10,60,912 10- o< 


Total Expenditure under Object IV ' . 


Total under all Objects 


Amount expended por which statistics wbrb not kept 


GRAND TOTAL- 10,96,682 14. 
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D. P. MASSON, 

Joint Honorary Secretary, 

Punjab Provincial Committee , Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 



FORM D. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE 0^ THE PUNJAB. 

vfnfpmpnt of Receipts of the District Committees, working under the Provincial Com- 
mittee from the commencement of the Fund to the. 3 1st October 1897. 

7 receipts. 



rr' ' ■ 

— 





Column i. 

can 

Column 3. 

Column 4. 



Names of 

Districts. 



Opening Balances. 

Local subscriptions 
for the district. 

Remittances 
rom Provincial and 
other Fund Com- 

Other Receipts, 
Miscellaneous. 

Total Receipts. 






' 



mittees. 










B a. p. 

B a. p. 

B a. p. 

B a. p. 

£ a , p . 

I 

Hissar 


« 


• 



17,306 3 7 

2,52,000 0 0 

4,452 12 6 

2 . 73.759 S 1 

2 

Rohtak 



« 

• 


... 

4,172 9 6 

41,000 0 0 

— 

. 45.172 9 6. 

3 

Gurgaon 



• 

• 


... 

3,801 6 0 

8,500 0 0 

... 

12,301 6.0 

.4 

5 

Delhi 



• 

• 


... 

18,168 0 0 

50,760 0 0 

... 

68,928 0 0 

Kamal 


• 




... 

10,980 10 0 

49,245 0 0 

76 10 2 

60,302 4 2 . 

6 

Umballa 


• 


« 



5,017 4 0 

15,000 0 0 


20,017 4 0 

7 

Simla 


* 

• 

• 


• •» 

... 

... 

-• . 

»« » 

8 

Iiangra 


• 

• 

• 


... 

080 

... 


080 

9 

Hoshiarpur 


• 

• 



... 

... 

5,000 0 0 

... 

. 5,000 0 0 

10 

Jullunder 


• 

• 

• 


... 

2,078 15 6 

... 

32 4 11 

2, ui 4 s' 

II 

Ludhiana . 


• 

• 

• 


... 

10,147 8 0 

39,000 0 0 

1.235 13 9 

50,383 5 9 

12 

Ferozepore . 



• 

« 


... 

52,342 13 3 

71,000 0 0 


1.23.342 13 3 

13 

Mooltan 


• 


• 



5,200 0 0 

5,610 11 1 

... 

10,810 11 1 ; 

H 

Jhang 

• 

• 

• 

4 


... 

792 10 0 

24435 2 0 

• •• 

25.227 13 0 

i5 

Montgomery 


• 

» 

4 


»lt 

\ 

2,475 0 0 

20,000 0 0 

.... 

22475 0 0 

1 6 

Lahore 


• 

4 

4 



15,553 3 0 

1,16,260 0 0 

7,084 2 6 

1.38,897 5 6 

17 

Amritsar 


• 

• 

1 


. . • 

8,497 3 3 

20,000 0 0 

7.360 12 9 

35,858. 6 "o’ 

18 

Gurdaspur 



f- 

f 


1.399 14 7 

00 

s) 

00 

O 

... 


4473 6 >7 ' 

19 

Sialkot 


* 


• 


... 

865 0 0 

14,000 0 0 

... 

14,865 0 0 

20 

Gujrat 


• 

4 

• 


... 

3,817 0 0 

45,000 0 0 

4.291 15 9 

53,io8 15 9 

21 

Gujranwalla 



4 

• 


444 

214 12 3 

17,000 0 0 

... 

17,214 13 3 

22 

Shahpur 



4 

• 


... 

4,587 12 6 

20,000 0 0 

... 

24,587 13 6 ' 

23 

Jhelum 




• 


■ ... 

8,165 0 6 

71,000 0 0 

12,880 2 9 

93,045 3 3 

24 

Rawal Pindi 




• 


' 

10,918 6 0 

40,000 0 0 

4439 i° 4 

55,158 0 4 : 

25 

Hazara 




• 


... 

2,611 5 0 

... 

... 

2,611 5 0 

26 

Peshawar . 




« 


• •• 

19,534 15 9 

... 


19,534 15 9 

27 

Kohat 




• 


. .. 

1 

... 

... 

... 

*•« 

28 

Bannu • 






... 

5,025 15 3 

10,000 0 0 


15,035 15 3 . 

29 

Dera Ismail Khan 


4 

• 


... 

4,559 0 0 

10,000 0 0 

• « * 

14,559 0 0 

30 

Dera Ghazi Khan 


• 

• 


... 

] 

... 

• •• 

M* 

31 . 

MuzaBargarh 



» 

• 

• 


1,528 i 6 

1 



1,528/ I 6 









. 

ut* 

Ainu iuval 

lio, 96,682 14 ® . 
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FORM E. 

V 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF THE PUNJAB. 


Statement of Expenditure of the District Committees working under the Provincial Com- 
mittee from the commencement of the Fund to the 31st October 1897. 

PAYMENTS. 




Column i. C 

l 

•OLUMN 3. 

Column 3. 

Column 4. 

Column 5. 

Column 6. 

Column 7. 

Column S. 


Names a? 
Districts. 

Under Object 

Under 

Under Object 

Under Object 

Migcellane- 

Total 

Closing 

TorAL. 



1. 

Object II. 

HI. 

IV. 

ous. 

Expenditure. 

balances. 


■* 

ft a. p. 

ft a. {■ 

8 a. p. 

ft a. p. 

ft a. p. 

R a. p. 

B a . p. 

ft a. p. 

I 

Hissar 

1,476 2 10 

\ 

2 0 0 

28,331 12 0 

2,36,367 0 9 

1,816 4 5 

2,67,993 4 0 

5,766 1 1 

2,73,759 5 1 

2 

Rohtak 


12 9 0 

678 4 8 

44,090 8 0 

221 2 6 

45,002 8 2 

170 1 4 

45.172 9 6 

3 

Gurgaon 


1 

6,272 1 8 

6,000 0 0 

... 

12,272 1 8 ( 

29 4 4 

12,301 6 0 

4 

Delhi 

600 0 0 

! 

53.767 1 0 

4,509 6 0 

1,673 12 4 

60,550 3 4 1 

8,377 12 8 

68,928 0 0 

S 

Karnal 


8 0 0 

5.338 4 8 

49,245 0 0 

566 0 7 

55,157 5 3, 

5,144 *4 11 

60,302 4 2 

6 

Umballa . . 

««• 

... j 

11.531 9 0 

7,000 0 0 

15 5 0 

18,546 14 0 

1,470 6 0 

20,017 4 0 

7 

Simla 


... 1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

— 

8 

Kangra . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

080 

080 

... 

■ 080 

9 

Hoshiarpur 

... 

... 

... 

5,000 0 0 

... 

5,000 0 0 

... 

5,000 0 0 

10 

Jullundcr 


... 

2,08s g 7 

... 

... 

2,085 9 7 

25 10 10 

2,111 4 5 

II 

Ludhiana 

... 

500 

8435 1= 3 

18,152 0 0 

336 1 6 

26,928 13 9 

23,454 8 0 

5°.383 5 9 

12 

Ferozcpore 


760 0 0 

S.I36 12 0 

95,93° ° 6 

130 0 3 

1,04,956 12 9 

18,386 0 6 

1.23-342 13 3 

*3 

Mooltan . 


... 

6,005 1 1 1 

4,805 0 0 

... 

10, 810 II I 

... 

10,810 11 1 

14; Jhang 

... 

... 

... 

24,434 0 0 

12 0 

24,435 2 O 

792 10 0 

25,227 12 0 

>5 

Montgomery . 

... 


14 0 0 

11,852 0 0 

... 

11,866 0 0 

10,609 0 0 

22,475 0 ° 

16 

Lahore . 

1.648 7 3 

100 0 0 

32,464 0 9 

96,783 10 9 

304 0 9 

i,3i>3°° 3 6 

7.597 2 0 

1,38,89; 5 6 

'7 

1 A.tot\Vsut . 


21 O 0 

18,775 9 0 

12,259 u 3 

1.235 12 9 

32,292 I O 

3,565 15 ° 

35,858 0 0 

iS 

Gurdaspur 

... 

... 

1.656 7 : 

500 0 0 

... 

2,156 7 3 

2,116 15 4 

4.273 6 7 

15 

Sialkot 

• «» 

... 

8G2 11 

14,000 0 c 

... 

14,862 11 3 

2 4 

14,865 0 0 

2C 

J Gujrat 

4.838 6 6 

... 

1.913 7 

29,540 0 c 

828 13 4 

37,120 11 3 

15-988 4 

53>l°8 15 9 

21 

Gujranwalla . 

... 


... 

17,000 0 c 

214 12 

17,214 12 3 

... 

17,214 12 3 

i 

22 Shahpur . 

... 


4.566 3 

19,975 ° c 

46 5 

24,587 8 C 

0 4 

24,587 12 6 

23 1 Jhclum . 

... 

... 

20,936 4 

70,596 6 

374 5 5 

91,907 0 

138 2 

92.045 3 3 

2. 

t 

Ravsal Pindi . 

* i* 


6,816 5 

40,800 0 ' 

459 1° 

48,076 0 

7,082 0 

4 55,158 ° 4 

2 , 

Hazara . 

• I* 

... 

411 5 

2,200 0 


2,61 1 5 

... 

2,611 5 0 

2 

1 

5 Peshawar 


■ ■ ■ 

18,002 13 


i,532 2 

? 19,534 15 


19.534 15 9 










**» 

2 

1 Kohat . 

«•« 

... 











14,816 0 


14,816 0 

209 15 

3 I5>025 15 3 

28 Bannu 

... 






2 

1 

9 Dera Ismai 

... 

... 

... 

10,000 0 

0 

10,000 0 

2 4,559 0 

0 14,559 0 0 

Khan. 









3 

0 Dera Ghaz 


... 







3 

Khan . 

1 Muzaffargarh 


21 0 

0 275 13 

6 

1 1 

0 297 14 • 

6 1,230 3 

0 1,528 1 6 




i 

- ~ 

. 

r t 

1 1 
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CENTRAL INDIA PROVINCIAL REPORT. 


No. 1557 of 1898. 

From 

Lieutenant Colonel D. W. K. BARR, c.s.i., 

Agent to the Governor General in Central India, 

To 

The VICE PRESIDENT and SECRETARY, 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 

Indian Charitable Famine Relief Fund, Calcutta. 


Sir, 


Dated Indore Residency , the 2nd March 1898 . 


In submitting, for the information of the Central Committee Indian 
Charitable Famine Relief Fund, the final accounts of the Fund disbursed under 
the general supervision of the Provincial Committee for Central India, of which 
I have the honour of being President, made up to the 31st January 1898, I 
desire to record on behalf of my Committee our sincere and heartfelt thanks 
for the valuable aid afforded to the famine stricken people of the States of 
Central India by the allotments made from the Indian Charitable Relief Fund 
for the alleviation of distress. 


The accounts, as now finally adjusted, show that the following sums have 
been received from your Committee. 


Amount. 

2.13.000 

1.12.000 
25,000 


Agency to which paid. 
. Baghelkand. 

. Bundelkliand. 

. Gwalior . 


Total from Indian 
Famine Charitable 
Relief Fnnd R 3,50,000 


In addition, we have received from local subscription 8,55,321-10-3, making 
a grand total of 84,05,321-10-3. Of this amount the following sums have been 
disbursed under the four objects of the Funds: — 











£ 

a . 

P- 

In Bundelkhand Object No 

I 






16,820 

JO 

6 

Do. 

do 


•II 






5 , 3 i 2 

0 

6 

Do. 

do. 


III 






5,235 

14 

3 

Do. 

do 


IV 





» 

9 D 574 

IX 

3 

In Baghelkhand 

dp. 

a 

I 





• 

1,582 

12 

8 

Do. 

do. 


II 





• 

12 

I 

3 

Do. 

do. 

»» 

III 






29,504 

13 

0 

Do. 

do. 

3 * 

IV 





. I 

,97,910 

5 

10 

In Gwalior 

do 

tf 

I 





* 

1,388 13 

9 

Do. 

do. 


II 






2,000 

0 

O 

Do. 

do, 


III 






, . 

•s • 


Do. 

do. 

it 

IV 





• 

37,075 

5 

9 

In Bhopal 

do. 

n 

I 





* 

1,151 

9 

2 

Do. 

do. 


II 





» 

56 

O 

XI 

Do. 

do. 

)) 

III 





• 

76 

0 

8 

Do. 

do. 

sf 

IV 





* 

803 

8 

3 

In Bhopawar 

do. 

i • 

I 






200 

0 

0 

Do. 

do. 

jj 

II 









Do 

do. 


III 





• 

. 

.... 


Do. 

do. 

ft 

IV 





• 
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In addition to the expenditure under these four heads my Committee has 
allotted R4 ,ooo for the support of orphanages in Central India, vis .- — 


R 

Canadian Mission Orphanage, Central India . . . 1,000 

Roman Catholic Mission Orphanage, Central India . . . 1,000 

Lady Filose's Orphanage, Gwalior . 2,000 

The balance in hand in the different Agencies of Central India on the 31st 
January 1898 was R 12,043-1-0-, vis . — 


* This amount has been placed at the dis- 
posal of Surgeon-Lieutenant Colonel Crofts, 
Medical Officer to His Highness the Maharaja 
Sindhia, for the purchase of blankets, and for 
other expenditure under Object III. The full 
accounts Aave not yet been received, but will be 
forwarded. 


Indore 
* Gwalior 

Bundelkhand , 
Baghelkand . 
Bhopal . 

Total 


R a. p. 
. 1,047 11 6 

. to, 648 1 3 

• 346 4 9 


812,042 j 6 


The whole of this balance will be expended on one or other of the objects 
of the Fund during the course of the next month. 

In order to give to your Committee some idea of the extent of the famine 
and scarcity in Central India,. I attach printed copies of reports from the 
Political Agents in Bundlekhand, Baghelkhand, and the Director of Land 
Records, Gwalior State. In each report paragraphs relating to the . administra- 
tion of the Indian Charitable Relief Fund are marked in red ink on the margin. 

It will be seen that, famine generally of at> intense character, more particularly 
in the Bundlekhand and Baghelkhand Agencies and in the Northern and Eastern 
Districts of the Gwalior State, affected an area of 36,625 square miles containing 
a population of 51,41,000, and that of this population, according to such statistics 
as I have been able to collect from Native States, 32,00,000 persons (reduced to 
units of one day) were relieved on works during a period of three months, and 
there was a total, in Poor-houses, of 8,65,704 persbns. I trust that the returns 
which have, from time to time, been forwarded to your Committee will be con- 
sidered satisfactory proof of the earnest desire of the Provincial Committee and 
of the disbursing officers serving under my orders to give full effect to the 
intentions of the promoters of, and subscribers to, the Indian Charitable Famine 
Relief Fund. 

In conclusion, I would desire in the most emphatic manner to assure you, 
not only of the immense amount of good done by the Charitable Fund to the 
sufferers from famine in the Native States, of Central India, but of the genuine and 
spontaneous expressions of gratitude of the people to whom the vast benefits of 
the Funds were extended. 

In my official report to the Government of India I have dwelt upon the 
difficulty experienced at the outset of the period of famine in Central India in 
inducing the people to believe that adequate relief would really be afforded to 
them by the establishment of relief works and Poor-houses in the States of 
which they were the subjects. On no previous occasion of the occurrence of 
famine or scarcity had any attempt been made to afford relief on organised 
systems such. as were adopted during the years 1896-97 in Native States on 
principles assimilating those in vogue in British India. It was the distrust, 
(engendered by previous experience) in the desire, or I would say, the power of 
Native Rulers to provide organised relief, that led to the emigration of thousands 
of Native States’ subjects to British India as soon as famine declared itself ; and 
it was only when these wanderers were brought back in some cases forcibly, from 
Relief Camps and Poor-houses in British territory, that the fact was realised 
that, on this occasion of famine and distress, they could and did obtain in their 
own States and in the immediate vicinity of their homes, relief sufficient for 
their wants. But if incredulity in the benevolence and good intentions of their 
Rulers was a prominent feature in the pre-conceived ideas of the poor people in 
the matter of State relief, far greater was their surprise and their gratitude when 
they learnt, by experience, that such relief was not only real, but easily obtained. 
The solace and comfort brought to hundreds of thousands of Native States’ 
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subjects by the operations of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, as a 
supplement to the assistance afforded by State relief works and Poor-houses 
came to them as a crowning mercy. 

It is impossible to exaggerate the benefits which this Fund has given in 
Central India, or the heart-felt gratitude it has evoked from perhaps the most 
patient, long suffering, and trustful of God’s creatures. 

I have lately concluded a long tour through those districts of Central India, 
including the whole of the Bundelkhand and Baghelkhand Agencies, and 
delightful as it was to me, after the anxieties and horrors of the past year, to 
visit villages full of healthy and vigorous people, and to see for myself the 
enormous and almost abnormal area of cultivated land smiling again under its 
accustomed burden of green fields and waving corn giving the surest proof of the 
efficacy of State relief and of the successful efforts of the Rulers of those States 
to combat the gaunt spectre of famine which has now, I trust, been finally laid, 
it was still more refreshing to hear from the people themselves, their simple, but 
none the less touching acknowledgments of the bountiful charity they had received 
from the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, the source of which they 
ascribed to the “ Sahibs of England.” 


I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

D. W. K. BARR, 

Agent to the Governor-* General 
in Central India . 
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From the Political Agent in Bundelkhand, to the First Assistant to the Agent to the Governor-General 
in Central India, Bundelkhand Agency, Indore, — No. 513-I., dated the 10th August 1S97. 
(Despatched on the 14th.) 

I HAVE the honor to forward, for the information of the Agent, Governor-General, 
a report on the famine in the Bundelkhand Agency and the measures taken to relieve 
distress. A number of reports on the various States have been submitted from time to 
time ; but these referred to different States and different periods, and hitherto no attempt 
has been made to place on record an account of the difficulties experienced and the 
measures taken to meet them as a whole. I have so acutely felt the absence of any 
detailed reports on past famines in the Agency that at the risk of making this report 
tediously long I have thought it desirable to collect together all the information that has 
been supplied by the States, as well as to record such observations as experience leads 
me to believe will be of use in case of another famine. 


PART I. 

Previous seasons and the condition of the People. 

3. The people', could not well have been in a worse condition than they were to make 
a good fight against the present famine. Bundelkhand is naturally a poor country, and it 
has been through a cycle of bad seasons. 

The following extracts from the Annual Reports of the Agency show that during the 
last ten years there have been eight in .which the crops have been damaged 

i88?‘88 . — “The rainfall for the year amounted to 53*17 inches. There was a good 
deal of irregularity in its distribution as regards localities, and complaints of an excess or 
deficiency at critical times in some places ; the kharif suffered accordingly, and a deficient 
crop was reported in some States. Hailstorms, as usual, caused some damage, but the 
only part in which this occurred to any noteworthy extent was in the Gaurihar Jagir, 
where a storm of unusual violence was reported at the time of the harvest. 

1888- 89 . — The rainfall of the year was excessive, amounting to 67*86 inches, or 
about 22 inches above the average. It was very unfavourably distributed, and the 
kharif suffered severely, being in places almost destroyed by excess of moisture in the 
early monsoon. Its cessation again was abrupt and early, very injuriously affecting the 
first rabi operations. Many fields in consequence could not be properly prepared fot 
sowing, while in others the seed failed to germinate, or the crops withered while still 
young. 

Charkhari, Baoni, Beri and Gaurihar were the States that suffered most. 

1889- 90.— The rain ceased rather early, and none fell after the beginning of October 1 
1889, there being a complete failure of the cold weather rain, which is so valuable to the 
rabi crops, and these consequently enjoyed less favourable conditions than the kharif. 
In the end of January 1890 sharp fiosts set in, which did softie injury. 

1890- 91 .— The mohwa crop, an auxiliary food-supply of substantial value in this 
country,- failed almost entirely. 

1893- 94,— 'The later rain, however, did considerable damage to the jowari. In the 
case of the spring crops also hopes of an exceptionally good return were raised only to 
be disappointed. The wheat crop suffered terribly from blight. 

1894- 93 . — Serious damage was done to all the crops of the autumn harvest, while 
the wheat has also failed, in some parts entirely and in other parts partially. Linseed, 
which is a crop upon which the cultivator relies as a means of paying his revenue, has 
been an absolute failure. 

1895- 96 . — The autumn harvest was in most parts damaged. The early cessation of 
the rains left much of the ground that had been intended for the spring crop too hard to 
plough, and this, together with an almost entire absence of the winter rains, caused a vast 
amount of damage to the spring crop. It may be said that gram is the only crop grown 
on unirrigated ground that has not been a complete failure." 

4. The result of this succession of bad seasons, followed in some parts by actual famine 
during 1896, has been that the States have become impoverished, the Bankers' powers 
ol giving help to the people have been reduced, and the people themselves have needed 
more assistance than usual. During this period the Agency also suffered from a serioua 
outbreak of dacoity, in which a large number of village bankers lost their capital. 
During the years 1890, 1891, 1892 dacoits carried of property valued at over three lakhs 
and fifteen thousand rupees, nearly the whole of which must have come from the pockets 
of money-lenders and others upon whom the cultivators rely for assistance, 



The returns given at Appendix I show, how insufficient has been the produce of the 

country for its own needs during the last few years. During the. four years 1889—92 
the exports of food-grains from the Sutna Station exceeded the imports by 3,981 tons, 
while during the four years 1893—96 the import of food-grains exceeded the exports by 
56,015 tons. The returns for the stations on the Indian Midland Railway between the 
Betwa and the Ken rivers, excluding the Out- Agency at Rath, which does not to any 
practical extent serve the States of this Agency, show that during 1889 — 92 the import of 
food-grains exceeded the export by 1,584 tons, and that in the following four years the 
imports exceeded the exports by 65,074 tons. . In addition to this, large quantities of food- 
grains were brought in from the Central Provinces by bullocks and carts. 

5. There is a large number of weavers in Bundelkliand, but many of these have been 
thrown out of employment by the introduction of machine-made cloth. In the hilly parts 
of the Agency there used to be a large and prosperous iron trade, but this too has been 
much depressed by imported iron. 

6. The only thing that has saved the Agency from the worst horrors of famine is the 
railway to Sutna and the Jhansi-Manikpur Branch of the Indian Midland Railway, which 
was built as a protective work. Without the railways it would have been impossible, I 
believe, to get food to the people. During the last two years sufficient fodder could not 
have been found for transport animals, and in the two preceding years the excessive rain 
made all unmetalled roads quite unsuited for heavy traffic during the whole of the cold 
weather. 

7. The succession of bad seasons had on more than one occasion caused appre- 
hension of immediate famine, and the Agent, Governor-General, .had called on the Political 
Agent to submit a scheme of relief works for each State. My predecessor did all he could 
to prepare a scheme, and I made similar efforts; but the result was that: when famine be- 
came an established fact the schemes on record consisted of proposals to make a few new 
roads and to collect metal on existing roads. Even if all these proposals could have been 
carried out, they would have gone a very small way towards meeting the requirements of 
a famine. Asa matter of fact it has not been found possible to carry them all out: in 
the first place, in a hilly country, such as Bundelkliand, professional advice is an absolute, 
necessity in laying out a road, unless the cost is to be prohibitive; and, in the second place, 
the consent of the various owners of the land has to be obtained, and this is a difficult . task. 
The ordinary rule is that each State pays for the portion of a road which lies in its terri- 
tory, consequently each State wishes to have the road so aligned that it may pass through 
as little of its territory as possible, while it serves as many of its villages as possible. 

8. The individual States are not rich enough to retain the services of an Engineer 
and they will not combine to have a common Engineer : some two or three years ago I 
tried to persuade several of the Chiefs to seriously consider the advantage that they . 
would gain if, by paying a subscription towards the pay of an Engineer, they could have 
a call on his services ; but I did not at the time press the scheme, as I could find no one 
Chief who viewed it with any favour. In spite of the apprehensions caused , by succeed- 
ing bad years, and frequent exhortations to the States to prepare schemes of Famine 
Relief Works, when the famine came no schemes wece ready to hand, and the want of 
these has done much to add to the difficulty of supervising the measures taken by the 
States. It may be accepted as a fact proved by experience that no scheme of any practi- 
cal value for dealing with famine will ever be drawn up by' the unaided efforts of the 
States and the Political Agent. As l have shown in a subsequent part of this report, the 
services of an Engineer are essential. 


Notice of each State (Extracts). 


ORCHHA. 

28. His Highness the Maharaja of Orchba was the first Chief in the Agency to rea- 
lise that the failure of the rains required special action on the part of the Darbar. On 
the 14th of October the Darbar issued a detailed Rubkar to all Tchsildars impressing upon , 
them the need for losing no opportunity of increasing the area under irrigation, and 
promising most generous terms to cultivators, who, by their- own exertions, should in- 
crease the area under irrigated crops. The State is well provided with lakes and wells, , 
and the most has been made of these. Owing to the presence of these and to a plentiful 
supply of mohwa trees, which gave a very good yield, the State had got over the worst, 
of its difficulties by the time of the rabi harvest. During February three hundred and 
ninety-five thousand persons were relieved for one day, and during March the number 
rose to four hundred and fifty-eight thousand. In no other month did the numbers reach 
three hundred thousand. I marched across the southern portion of the State in January 
and found the people in good condition, except in one village where the Darbar Officer 
had just arrived to open a relief work, Jn December I made one march in the northern 
part of the State. and found no distress, I was unfortunately. obliged to abandon this tour, 



Owing to the large irrigated area the Darbar has not had such a difficult task as 
some of its neighbours but the numbers relieved show that foresight and organisation 
were necessary and the Darbar is, in my opinion, entitled to great credit for the success 

that has attended its measures for the relief of. the people. It is .only fair to His High- 
ness to say that no assistance has at any time been required from the Agency, 5 


DATIA. 

29. The Datia State has a population of 185,000, I inspected a large area of the 
State in December. Mr. Forbes inspected the whole State in February- March, he a 
second time inspected a portion of it in May, and Captain Ewbank inspected the Nadigaon 
Pergunnab, where distress was expected to be most severe in June. In every case the 
people have been found to be in good condition. A special Famine Department has been 
founded, generous remissions of revenue have been made, good terms have been offered to 
those wanting loans and famine matters generally have received the Darbar’s best atten- 
tion. Very few detailed returns have been received from the Darbar of the work done 
up to the end of June, and the final poor-house returns have not been received. For 
statistical purposes this is to be regretted, but the matter is not, I think, of great import- 
ance. The Darbar has asked for no financial aid from the Agency, It is known that 
famine has been general in all the districts surrounding the State, and that whatever 
remissness there may have been in submitting returns, there has been no deficiency of 
relief. I consider that the Darbar deserves credit for its arrangements. 


SAMTHAR. 

- 30. The population of the Samthar State is 40,000, The State is almost entirely 
composed of black soil; liberal advances were given early during the rains of 1896 so 
that the people got in their crops without delay and suffered little on account of the early 
cessation of the rains as far as the kharif harvest was concerned. His Highness the 
Raja, who has taken a great interest in the work, at first proposed to rely entirely on 
village relief works ; but subsequently he came to the conclusion that a few large works 
could be better supervised. * w * * * 


PANNA. 

31. The Panna State covers an area of 2,500 square miles, and contains a population 
of 240,000. It is divided into eleven tehsils, several of which are separated from the main 
portion of the State. During the famine of 1896 I was obliged to report most-unfavourably 
on the arrangements made by the Darbar : from what I saw in the State up to the end of 
February I hoped that the Darbar was determined to earn a better reputation this year ; 
but I regret to say that further information shows that the people must have been in many 
cases neglected. 

Mr. Barnes' recorded opinion regarding this portion of the State is that no real effort 
was being made to cope with the distress. Mr, Barnes then toured through the Baxwaho 
Pergunnah, and, on the whole, his report on the relief measures is favourable. He then 
marched across the Central Provinces to the Semaria Pergunnah and inspected the 
triangular tract south of Semaria and between the river and the nills. He found that 
the people were in a very bad condition indeed, that a numbei of deaths had occurred 
from starvation ; that a number of persons had emigrated ; that only the strong were 
employed on the works and, generally, that the relief afforded was insufficient. At the 
same time he reported that if the orders of the Darbar, which were clear, had been carried 
out, the people could never have reached such a condition, 


CHARKHARI. 

32, The Charkhari State is divided into Four pergunnahs : Bawan Chaurassi containing 
the city of Charkhari, Satwara, on the borders of Hamirpur and Banda Districts, Esanaggar, 
south of Nowgong, and Ranipur, which only has a population of some 3,000 persons. The 
Bawan Chaurassi Pergunnah was inspected in April by Mr. Forbes, and the people were 
found to be in good condition ; a large majority of those in need of relief come to the works 
at the town of Charkhari, and these I have seen on several occasions. The only official 
intimation received of residents of this pergunnah going to relief works in British India 
was when a work in the Hamirpur District approached within a few hundred yards of the 
Charkhari City. This pergunnah being close to the capital and under the personal observa- 
tion of His Highness the Maharaja and the highest officials of the State, was well looked 
after • the workers were kept in good condition, the paupers were most comfortably 
boused and attended by a native doctor and the cultivators will have no difficulty in . 
obtaining any seed and food advances that they may require, H * 
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We found that the improvements noticed by Mr. Forbes had been maintained ; all 
knew where the works and poor-houses were, and none complained that they had been 
refused relief. By the time of our last inspection we had been given a large grant from 
the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund ; we were consequently able to give clothes 
to hundreds that were in rags, money doles to the old and weak, cash to weavers to start 
their trade and money to cultivators to buy their bullocks. The pergunnah had suffered 
severely from cattle disease and successive failure of the crops. Some 400 cultivators 
were selected for grants from the Fund, and the agreement made with His Highness the 
Maharaja was that if this amount of assistance was given from the Fund, he would supply 
all the other bullocks that were required, irrespective of the security which could be given 
by those in want of plough-cattle. The Tehsildar^had not, I found, made out any lists of 
those in need of cattle, but he repaired the omission at an early date, and the Maharaja 
lost no time in issuing the necessary orders. As it seemed possible that during the rains 
there might be a deficiency in the food-stocks in this pergunnah, I suggested to His 
Highness that he should place at three places in the pergunnah Rs. 3,000 worth of grain 
that could be drawn upon for food-supplies, if necessary, and that could be used as seed 
advances in the event of it not being required for food. The suggestion has, I am in- 
formed, been acted upon. * * * 

Though the relief measures have at times fallen short of the requirements of the 
Satwara and Esanaggar Pergunnahs, there can be no doubt that His Highness the Maha- 
raja has done his best to carry out his duty. The deficiencies reported occurred while 
His Highness was away in Calcutta, where he went to dispose of some of his jewels, in 
order to find money for relief works. His action in thus setting an example to his brother 
Chiefs has already been noted with approval by the Government of India. His Highness 
has always appeared most grateful for the assistance that he has received from the tours 
of the officers on famine duty, and he has always taken advantage of the information re- 
ceived from them ; he is the real, as well as the nominal, head of the State, and it has 
been a pleasure to work with a Chief who takes such an interest in the affairs of the 
State, and who understands the difference between fault-finding and friendly advice. 

AJAIGARH. 

33. The Ajaigarh State has a population of 91, 000 persons. It has a very small 
, irrigated area, but in two pergunnahs of the State mohwa trees are plentiful. Excepting 

the pergunnah of Mehra Bangla, which has a population of less than 3,000, the State 
is divided into the four pergunnahs of Zerghati, Barwara, Mahewa and Ganj. The 
Zerghati Pergunnah was inspected by me in company with Colonel Thornton in Feb- 
ruary; it was again inspected in April by Captain Ewbank, and again in the latter half 
of May by Captain Ewbank and myself. On each occasion the people were found to be 
in good condition. 

The Barwara Tehsil was inspected by me in March, and by Captain Ewbank in the 
end of April. On both of these occasions the people were found in good condition. 
On the 17th July Captain Ewbank and I visited this tehsil, and I regret to have to say 
that the people were suffering very great 'distress. The people in the poor-house had 
been grossly neglected and there were many not in the poor-house who oughtto have 
been there. These remarks mostly apply to the villages immediately round the tehsil. 
I found that the Telisildar had not inspected any of his villages himself, neither had he 
had them inspected by his subordinates ; he had not even distributed the amount of 
money that had been sent to him by the Darbar for Takavi advances; he had, however, 
I believe, submitted accounts to the Darbar showing that the inmates of the poor- 
house had been receiving full rations. The Nazim at once came to put things right ; 
he suspended the Tehsildar and arranged to put another man in charge of the poor-" 
house. At the same time I wrote telling His Highness the Maharaja of the condition 
of his people, and His Highness at once showed his displeasure by having the Tehsildar 
and the officer in charge of the poor-house marched off to Ajaigarh in custody. 
Arrangements were made to repair the omissions of the Tehsildar, and I have no doubt 
that when Captain Colvin arrives at Barewara, as he will shortly do, he will find that 
distress has been relieved. 

BIJAWAR. 

34. The affairs of the Bijawar State have lately been so fully before the Agent to 
the Governor-General and the Government of India that no detailed notice is here 
required. Briefly, the chief facts are as below : — In December as it was known that the 
State was without funds, a loan of Rs. 70,000 was made by Government. When I visited 
the State at the end of January, I found the people in the greatest distress, and ,1 was 
informed that none of the loan had been spent. His Highness was then induced to apply 
for the services of an officer to manage his relief measures, and the services of Lalla Sheo. 
Nath were placed at his disposal on the condition that all orders should issue through 
him, and that all information should be sent to him. It was found that these conditions 
were most flagrantly broken ; that the State accounts were not produced, and that' no in-‘ : 
telligible information was obtainable in the Darbar Office. At the same time it was clear 
that the State could not carry on without a further loan. It was then decided that His 



Highness the Maharaja should grant full powers to his Dewan Rao Bankaju, but he also 
failed to submit accounts, and, it is stated, because he wished to come'to the Agency with 
the State accounts, he was summarily dismissed by the Maharaja, It was clear that 
Government could not continue indefinitely to pour money into, a State which either would 
not or could not submit any accounts, and which did all it could to thwart the officer 
sent for the purpose of relieving distress. A decision had to be arrived at as to whether 
power should be left with the Chief and his people left to starve or whether the 
Government should nominate a Dewan, provide such funds as appeared to be necessary 
and save the people. The latter alternative was chosen. 


BAONI. 

35. The Baoni State has- a population of 18,000. It has no well or tank irrigation 
and only a small area is irrigated by the'Betwa Canal. The distributary known as the 
Baghi Minor, was made many years ago, and this proved of great value during the current 
year, , Three new minors were made as relief works last year, but owing to their not 
being quite complete as regards their connection with the canal, and later on owing to a 
short supply of water in the river, full value was not obtained from them. There is 
practically no mohwa in Baoni. The greater portion of the State was inspected in the 
month of March by Mr. Barnes and myself. It was then found that a considerable num- 
ber of the people had left the State either in search of harvest work, or to join the relief 
W’orks in the British districts that surround the State. Arrangements were at once made 
for funds to meet the needs of the people which were greater than had been expected, 
with the result that all the people shortly returned to their homes. 


CHATTARPUR. 

36. The Chattarpur State has a population of 1 70,000 ; there is irrigation in about 

three-quarters of the State, and it has many tracts in which mohwa trees abound. The 
State is divided into the four tehsils of Chattarpur, Rajnagar, Lauri, and Deora. The 
Chattarpur Tehsil runs up to the borders of the cantonment,] and it has consequently 
been frequently inspected. It is the only portion of the State in which I have found any 
severe distress. At Mau, close to the cantonment, there was a large relief work on 
which the people were in a bad condition. * * * * 

His Highness the Maharaja has not stinted money, and the relief measures have 
been on the whole intelligently organized by the Dewan. 

SARILA. 

37. Sarila is a small but rich State surrounded by the Hamirpur District. As it 
nearly all consists of black soil, but it is mostly low-lying it has not suffered as much as 
other tracts where black soil is common. The people are better off than in any part of 
Bundelkhand I know, and consequently they are better able to stand the strain of 
famine. 


DHURWAI, BIJNA, AND BANKA PAHARI. 

38. These are three small and impoverished jagirs on the borders of the Jhansi 
District. Neither of them has any money. In Bijna the Jagirdar could not be trusted 
with a loan for relief purposes, as he had converted to his own use a loan made to him 
in 1896 ; a loan for relief purposes could not be made to the Jagirdar of Dhurwai 
because of family dissensions, owing to which no particular work could ever have 
been agreed upon by the sharers of the Jagir who would, of course, have been responsible 
for the money. Banka Pahari is so poor and i nsignificant that he could scarcely be ex- 
pected to do anything. Finally, it was decided, with the sanction of the Government of 
the North-Western Provinces, that the people of these jagirs should be told that they 
would be relieved in the Jhansi District, * * * * * * 

•Assistance was also given to the cultivators of these jagirs from the Indian Famine 
Fund. 


TORI FATEHPUR. 

39. This small jagir is almost surrounded by the Jhansi District. The Jagirdar 
reported that a fourteen-anna rabi crop had been obtained and the returns now submit- 
ted show that only 1*21 of the population were employed on relief works for a period of 
100 days. The average cost per head per day is said to have been something over 15 
pice. The returns must be entirely wrong. I have not heard of any of the Tori subjects 
migrating to the works or poor-houses in British territory, so it seems fair to conclude 
that the]Jagirdar does not do himself justice in the returns that he submits. 
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' . ‘ - JIGNI. \ , . 

40. This small jagir has a population of 3,877 persons. It has , no irrigation . and 
no mohwa. It was first inspected thoroughly by Mr. Barnes in March, when he visited 
every village of the jagir. He reported that the people were in good condition, but 
evidently without resources, and that good care was taken of those in. the poor-house. 
In the middle of June Captain Ewbank again inspected the jagir and reported that the 
people were in better condition than he had seen elsewhere. The jagir is under the 
management of the Rani, during the minority of the Jagirdar, and it is much to her credit 
that, though she is a “ purdah-nashin ” lady she often went to inspect the workers and 
see after their comfort, 


LUGHASSI. 

41. Lughassi is a small jagir near the cantonment of Nowgong having a popu- 
lation of 6,700. It has been a constant source of trouble since scarcity began. The 
Jagirdar has no respectable official who has any power to act, and he himself is a slave 
to drugs. Lughassi is the only portion of the Agency where nothing has at any time 
been done for the people, except under absolute compulsion from the Agency, 

The emigrants were given bullocks and road expenses from the. Indian Famine 
Fund, and the Maharaja of Ajaigarh promised to give them good land, seed and food. 

A short time ago when trouble was again experienced in getting the paupers regularly 
fed, the Lady Missionaries of the American Mission at Nowgong consulted me as to how 
they could best spend some money that had been sent to them for distribution. I suggested 
that they should take over the relief of.those in the poor-house at Lughassi, which they 
were kind enough to do. Captain Ewbank went out with them to put the system of relief 
on a business footing and now the Agency is relieved of further anxiety as far as thisjagir 
is concerned. 


BERI, 

42, Beri is a small jagir on the banks of the Betwa, containing a population of 5,900 
persons. It has only been visited by Mr. Barnes in March, as it is separated from the 
rest of the Agency, and the Jagirdar is an intelligent young man who appeared both will- 
ing and able to do all that was required for his people. 

ALIPURA. 

43, Alipura is a small jagir near Nowgong having a population of 15,000. It has 
suffered comparatively little. The irrigated area is about 13 per cent, of the cultivable 
area. Several villages were fortunate enough to catch a heavy shower in the autumn, and 
mohwa is plentiful. Besides this the cantonment and railway afford means of earning 
a livelihood. 


GAURIHAR. 

' 44, The population of the jagir is 10,000. It has no irrigation and a, small quantity 
of mohwa. In February I paid an unexpected visit to the town of Gaurihar and found 
all the people looking well ; there was work in active progress on a bandh, the few people 
in the poor-house were all cared for, and the Jagirdar was away inspecting a relief 
work at some distance from the town, 

GARRAULI. 

45. Garrauli is a small jagir having a population of 5,50b. So scattered it is that 
scarcely any one village of the jagir touches another village of the jagir. 

In some of the villages of the jagir there is a large irrigated ‘area and others 
are close to the cantonments ; but for this it would probably have been necessary to find 
employment for a large proportion of the population. 

NAYAGAON REBAI. 

46. Nayagaon Rebai is a small jagir with a population of only some 3,500. Part 
of it is close to Nowgong and part is surrounded by the Hamirpur District. The Jagir- 
darin has reported from time to time that all distress was being relieved. Scarcely any 
of her subjects have come to the Nowgong poor-house, and I have not heard of any coming 
to the relief works in Hamirpur. The villages that I have seen have been well looked- 
after. 
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BILHERI. 

47 ; The M uafidar of Bilheri holds a few villages round the cantonment of Nowgong 
has maintained 4*7 7 per cent, of the population for a period of 100 days, and he has 
granted gratuitous relief to 3 per cent. He has been granted a loan to assist him. It will 
be recovered by withholding payments due to him from Government. 

The American Mission has lately given the Muafidar much help by taking over 
the care of his paupers. 


ALAMPUR. 

48. The Alampur Pergunnah is an outlying district of the Indore State containing 
27 villages. 

The administration of famine measures in this pergunnah cannot be considered 
creditable to the government of His Highness the Maharaja Holkar. 

The pergunnah was once more inspected by Captain Ewbank at the close of June. 
He reported that the condition of the people was very bad indeed, that he was surrounded 
by a starving crowd, that such Takavi advances as had been given had mostly been eaten 
up, and that there was still no poor-house. 

During the tour of inspection Captain Ewbank gave to the people of Alampur 145 
bullocks at a cost of Rs. 2,305, and he also gave Rs. 1,453 in money doles. The whole 
sum of Rs. 3,758 was given from the Indian Charitable Relief Fund. 

Administration of the Indian Famine Relief Fund and other private charity. 

56. Nowgong being a large cantonment in the middle of a particularly distressed 
tract, and also the head-quarters of the Agency, naturally attracted a large number of 
destitute persons at the early part of the famine when famine measures were being organ- 
ised, and even later on. The first way in which private charity showed itself was in 
the opening of a poor-house at Nowgong. His Highness the Maharaja of Tikamgarh 
sent me Rs. 500 in aid of the poor-house from his private purse, and His Highness the 
Raja of Samthar sent me Rs. 400 ; with these two exceptions the poor-house has been 
opened and maintained from subscriptions raised in the Nowgong Cantonment and Civil 
lines. Paupers who are residents of the Cantonment or Agency limits are fed there for 
as long as may be required, but paupers who come from the surrounding States or British 
districts, are only given a temporary lodging. Arrangements were made by which a 
representative from each State, and from the Hamirpur District, comes once a week and 
removes such paupers as are fit to travel. The total amount of money subscribed to the 
poor-house up to the end of June 1897 was Rs. 3,260 and the total number of admissions 
up to 1 8th August was 4,076. The details of these admissions showing the States or 
districts to which the paupers belonged, are given at Appendix V. The States of Orch.ha, 
Charkhari, Chhatarpur, and Garrauli, assisted in building the poor-house by giving 
materials free of cost ; and later on His Highness the Maharaja of Charkhari was kind 
enough to place a new poor-house at my disposal owing to the one originally built being 
carried away by the flood, which occurred on the 19th June. All the paupers were, 
though with some difficulty, removed before the house fell. On that occasion over .22 
inches of rain fell in about twenty-five hours and the bridge near the poor-house, which 
has stood for some thirty years, was washed away. 

57. At the very beginning of the famine a sum of Rs. 6,684 wa , s sent to me ^ or 
disposal as I thought best ; the matter is really not in any way an official one, and I only 
mention it in order to show the good that can be done with money which is at the abso- 
lute disposal of the officer responsible for relief measures. This money was. used for the 
purpose of giving money doles to those in distress before any of the official charitable 
funds were available; but it has mostly been used incases of emergency where relief 
ought to be granted from public funds or might be granted from the Indian Famine Relief 
Fund if money could be drawn without delay. For example, if a State omits to send regu- 
larly a small pension to a pension-holder he is reduced to great, distress, but he is not a 
proper object for charity, nor would he accept it, though he is much relieved and most 
grateful if his pension is paid to him and recovered when received from the State. 
There were a number of respectable poor in Nowgong in need of help, but there were no 
funds from which to help them. I was able to pay them cash and recover the amount from 
the Indian Charitable Relief Fund from which no allotment had then been received. 
Similarly there was some delay in getting sanction to an additional loan for Jigm, and 
relief measures could only be maintained by a loan from the money at my disposal. 
When the time for Takavi advances had come, the Jagirdarin of Nayagaon Rebai asked 
for a loan. I felt certain that it would be granted, but 1 had no authority to take money 
from the Government Treasury, I therefore gave it from the private fund and recovered 



it when orders were received. In case of another famine it would _ much strengthen the 
hands of the Political Agent if the Government would place at his disposal Rs. 6,ooo from 
which lie was permitted to make advances pending orders. . ... 

, A o-reat deal ;of. suffering, can: be, saved the people by giving small advances to 
baniasto carry on their .trade. I found, for example, at Duni, 12 miles from Nowgong, 
that those wishing to purchase grain had ; to go to the cantonment, as; the local grain- 
dealer had no capital; a loan of Rs. 100 has enabled him to set up a shop and save weary 
cultivators- a walk of 24 miles. - 1 ....... 


58. From the Indian Charitable Relief Fund this Agency, has received in all 
Rs, 1,19,500 on the dates given below f 


Rs. 


nth March 1897 
6th April 1897 
6th May 1897 
4th June 1897 
28th June 1897 


500 

20,000 ' 
6,000 
92,006 

, tiOOO 


Total , ,1,19,500. 


While following the principles laid down for the distribution of this Fund, it has bee 
necessary to somewhat modify them in order to make them suit the circumstances of ! 
collection of Native, States. .It is a common saying in. Native States that in British Ind 
the paupers' and labourers receive more help and* attention than the cultivators in. ( pr. 
portion to the merits ‘of ; the two classes, and as ,the converse 'of this, applies in'Nati' 
States I have felt justified in spending more of the ’"fund on labourers and paupers th: 
would be considered right in British India. Experience gained last year showed th 
distress must have been greatest during the rainy, months; when .works are - closed ai 
inspection is difficult ; and my first estimate of the allotment that I thought would 1 
required, was based on a proposal to give Rs. 2 to each man who could, show that he h; 
been on a relief work for a month. I did ndt then feel ‘sure’ that it - -would be ’ nece 
sary or possible to help the! Ciiltivhtbrs. As time went bn it appeared’ that there was 1 
need to give such generous assistance to' all labourers, that much might be done” in clot 
ing people, arid tha£'a|numbdr’ of persons might'with advantage 1 be given bullocks.’! " ' 

. ** 5 ‘ . ;• : ’ ' r 5 1 ' ‘ J j > ' : . 1 i ‘ ■ * • 1 • : \ 1 ‘ ‘ ' • • ' * ' 1 

. My object has been throughout to allow the money -to pass through .as., few, hands z 
possible, and under the system followed. in Bundelkhand peculation, has, I; believe, bee 
reduced to a, vanishing point. Rupees.300 a.month'.is distributed'to the respectable poor c 
the Baoni State through the Superintendent; on lists approved by me,: and similarly i 
the hlowgong Cantonment the. respectable poor .are given their doles through , a con 
mittee of native gentlemen. On receiving a report that there! was. great- distress . in: a 
outlying pergunnah of the.Bijawar State, and that there was some reason to : :fear thei 
would be delay in sending "money from Bijawar, I sent Rs. 3,000 to Lalla Sheo Nath, tt 
Agency official in charge of relief, measures, with instructions - to distribute it to; tt 
most deserving. With these exceptions the whole of the Fund has been distributed eith< 
by- myself or by the commissioned officers who ha,ve been .deputed on 1 famine duty,; , b 
attempt has been made to take, charge, of orphans as the distances are ' great,.! and it 
difficult to foresee -how long the; Fund might be called upon to keep them. : Very litti 
top has been done for the respectable poor as they are hard to find out without givin 
more time to one; place than cqn "be, spared, and it is. difficult to’ satisfactorily ascertai 
that relations of State officials and Jagirdars .are not 'put .forward as respectable poor.- 

The respectable poor have been helped ,in, Baoni - and, Nowgong, .the. , two. .place 
where reliable information could be obtained. ... 

The bulk pf the, ■, money, has been , .spent in giving money doles to those whose aj 
pearance shows that they have suffered from privation, in giving small sums, general! 
varying from two to' six rupees according to .the size of the family, to labourers to; hej 
them during the period that must elapse between ^the; closing of relief works and th 
springing up of an active "demand for agricultural labourers/ and in setting up' cultivator 
with bullocks, and artizaris with their necessary implements -of trade, ; The. money dole 
nave of course been give.n on the spot, as'h'ave the.giffs.made to artizans,; jn ..some/case 
the cultivators have been' given, money forTjuHocks, and in -.other cases they have beei 
given cheques on a local banker, to be cashed - at the: break of .the, rains'; the .labour 
ers who have been giyen money to help.th’em on the close of. the works have alhbee: 
paid by cheques. ■ The system followed has been’to make a nominal roll of. all person 
receiving cheques .showing the’ amount’ pf the cheque. The' cheque ,is. then made over t 
him and he is told the date on .which, and . the banker- from whom, he will receive th 
money. The money is sent to tHe bank.er shortly before the date fixed for distributio 
with a’- copy of the nominal roll, arid. he. is required to. send to the, Agency, an account: c 
the money with the original cheques which were, given to the intended recipients ;a 
vouchers. The cheques! serve the'doiible object of ensuring that;the money is not spen 
until the rains, begin, and that The .’money .'reaches the persons for whom it is "intended 
The objectiori to the scheme is that it takes up"much time The Central Committee ha 
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laid down that no gifts for bullocks should be made to cultivators who have any credit, 
but in Native States it is difficult to find out in the time available who has credit and 
who has not. Various systems have been followed in various parts of the Agency. In 
Baoni, with the help of the Superintendent, Captain Ewbank was able to find out the 
most suitable objects for relief, and these were given money : in the south of Panna 
Mr. Barnes had no difficulty in finding cultivators who were clearly in very bad circum- 
stances : in the small jagirs of Dhurwai, Banka Pahari, and Bijna, the cultivators were 
selected after inquiry had been made in the villages by an Agency official in commu- 
nication with the jagir officials, the selected persons being brought to Mau where they 
were paid in cash by me : a somewhat similar system was followed in the jagir of Gar- 
rauli : in Alampur the distressed condition of the cultivators was self-evident : in Char- 
khari I had a list made out of all the bullocks required in the Chandla Pergunnah, and 
from these I selected those persons who seemed most deserving of help ; I made a point 
of selecting those who had lost their bullocks through death or accident in preference to 
those who had sold their bullocks to avoid the unpleasant necessity of going to relief 
works. At the same time I came to an agreement with His Highness the Maharaja that 
if I gave a certain number of bullocks he would give all the others noted in the list as 
required, irrespective of the security that the cultivators could give. In the matter 
of selecting persons for gifts of this nature the interests of the State officials and of those 
entrusted with the distribution of the Fund are identical. The State of course wishes 
as much land as possible cultivated, and it has to give bullocks to those who do not receive 
them from the Fund. It is to its interest, therefore, to get bullocks for the poorest from 
the Fund, so that there may remain to receive State advances those from whom there is 
the best chance of recovering them. The total number of persons relieved and the form 
of relief given is noted below. The figures are correct up to 31st July on which date 
Rs. 11, '177-0-9 remained in hand. The money can usefully be expended in blankets and 
in seed for the Rabi crop, if it is not required to meet more urgent calls » 


Persons clothed 6,684 

Persons given money doles . ......... 7,894 

Orphans relieved ..... ....... >5° 

Respectable poor (for one month) >>675 

Artizans given money to start their trade 

Cultivators assisted ........... 4>°49 

Persons given money at the close of works ....... 17,886 

Persons who received medical aid 


Total . 38,780 

59. The Ladies of the American Mission at Nowgong have done much good work by 
providing for a large number of orphans. At one time they introduced the custom 
of free distribution of grain, but as soon as it was explained to them that charity distri- 
buted in this way did no practical good, they put a stop to it. They were invited to 
come out and see how charity was distributed by the officers of the Agency, and after 
this they were good enough to accept several suggestions as to how they could best dis- 
pose of the money sent to them. They have entirely taken over the support of paupers 
in the Lughassi Jagir and in the large village of Bilehri, they have promised Rs. 500 worth 
of seed-grain to selected cultivators of Jigni, and they have made over 1,000 blankets to 
Captain Ewbank for distribution in outlying districts. They have also offered help, in 
any way they can. I take this opportunity of acknowledging their help and of expressing 
my .thanks for the same. 
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No. 390C. of iSg’j. 


From 

CAPTAIN A. F. PINHEY, 

Political Agent, Baghelkhand, 


To 


The SECRETARY, PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE, 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, 

Indore. 

Dated Camp vi& Sutna , the 24th November i8gp . 


Sir, 


In accordance with the instructions contained in para. 7 of Indian 
Famine Charitable Relief Fund Circular X. Q., dated 16th September 1897, 
I have the honour to submit the following report to accompany the district 
accounts and statistics contained in Forms A and B already forwarded with my 
No. 329C., dated 13th November 1897. 

Part I. 

2. The whole of the Baghelkhand Agency, consisting of a large State, 
Area in which there has been Rewah, and a group of smaller states, has been 

distress and its physical condition, affected by famine- A description of the physical 

conditions of the district may be taken from Major D. W. K. Barr’s Administra- 
tion Report of the Rewah State for the 5 years, 1881 to 1886, as follows ; — 

"The Rewah State comprises an area of about 13,000 square miles with a popu- 
lation of 15,09,454. The Kymore hills divide Rewah into two distinct portions, vis., 
(1) a plateau extending from the range of hills to the north and west bordered by the 
States of Maihar, Sohawal and Kothi with a strip of land forming part of the Teonthar 
Tehsil on the Gangetic plain adjoining the districts of Banda and Allahabad, and fz) a 
wild hilly country south of the Kymores. 

“ The plateau lying to the north of the Kymore range is an undulating plain, clear 
of forest, though well wooded with mango, mouha and other valuable trees ; fairly 
populated, and well cultivated. South of the Kymore range of hills the entire nature of 
the country is changed. Here, instead of a level open and cultivated land, we have a 
vast tract of forest, hill and jungle, intersected by countless streams, ravines and water- 
courses.'” 

The minor states, vis., Maihar, Nagode, Sohawal, Kothi, Jaso, Baraunda 
and the Chobe Jagirs occupy a strip of country along the western border of 
Rewah, between that state and the Bundelkhand Agency, and enclose an area 
of about 1,000 square miles with a population of 278,709. Their physical 
features are very similar to those of the northern portion of Rewah. 

3. The principal grain products of the country are wheat, barley, gram, 
The nature and relative import- linseed, ‘ arhar’ and * masur,’ which form the 

ance of the crops grown. ‘ rabi ’ or dry crops; and rice, ‘kodo,’ ‘jowar,’ 

* titi,’ and, cotton, the c kharif ’ or rain crops. As there is little or no irrigation 
except from bandhs, the successful production ofall these crops depends on a 
good rainfall. 
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, The higher classes live quite simple lives; the lower classes too are 
simple and thrifty. The money-lender has no hold over the subjects of Baghel- 
khand. The people have no temptation to exceed their means, and therefore 
live within them. 

Rent rates are exceptionally low. 'The aboriginal tribes of Rewah com- 
prise nearly one-fourth of the total population. They are divided into two 
distinct groups, vis., Gonds and Kols. They work in the fields and forests ; 
cut wood, clear jungle, and plough land, and are to all intents and purposes the 
slaves of their employers who consider that they and their wives and children 
are as much their property as are the cattle and agricultural implements they 
possess. 

Nearly the whole population is engaged in either agriculture or labour 
connected with agriculture. 


5. The following information is taken from the Famine Report for Bhagel- 

khand : — ** A large majority of the labouring popu- 
Specia Customs. lation is migratory who, after gathering in their 

scanty crops of “ Mukka ” and “ Sawan" regularly year after year, emigrate to 
a country which they call “ Gurwa,” meaning, apparently, Jubbulpur and Damoh, 
for harvesting operations in those parts. In fact it is commonly, said that 
the crops in the Central Provinces could not be properly harvested in a good 
year without the assistance of these emigrants from Rewah, Nagode, Kothi and 
Sohawal.” 


6. In the Annual Reports of the Baghelkhand Agency for 1894-95 it is 
Condition of crops previous to mentioned that the season had been a most unfor- 
and during the Famine. tunate one for the agriculturist, following, as it had, 

two bad seasons; and the first we hear of relief works in Rewah was in the 
months of February and March 1895. Again in the report for 1895-96 it is 
stated that no rain having fallen during the months of September, October and 
November 1895, both kharif and rabi crops were much injured. Relief works had 
been going on during the year, and poor-houses had been opened at Sutna, Rewah 
and Maihar. By the beginning of 1896 all hopes of even a fair rabi harvest had 
to be abandoned, prices had risen, and it was calculated that about 5 per cent, 
of the population of Rewah, or 86,870 persons, would have to be relieved bythe 
State during the hot weather months. This estimate proved to be much 
exaggerated and, though distress became acute in parts of the Agency, there 
was no actual famine until after the monsoon, “which for the fourth year in 
succession, proved a failure. The rainfall of 1896,' on which so much depended, 
suddenly gave out at the end of August, and the winter rains,; though abundant 
in some parts of the Agency, did not come until it was too late.- The early 
crops of “Saman” and “Kahun^ in the district north of the Kymore range, 
and “ Saman ” and “Mukka” in Berdi, Sohagpur and Ramriagar.’were saved, 
but by the end of September these grains as food were exhausted, and in the 
mean while “Kodo” and rice had withered. “ Joar ” which had been sown in 
bandhs and low lying “Mar” soil produced an eight-anna' crop in the west of 
Mowgunj, south of Hazur and Madhogarh Tehsils of Rewah and parts of 
Nagode, Kothi and Maihar.” 


Part II. 


7. Early in September T896 a' Small fund was started 'by a few well-to-do 

History of the organization of merchants of Siitna for the' relief of distress iri the 
charitable relief. Sutna -Bazar. ’ As distress ’ increased this fund 


gradually expanded, until in November a general meeting was called together 
and a public subscription list opened under thd patronage of His 1 Highness 
the Maharaja of Rewah, the Political Agent, and the Agency Surgeon.’ At 
the same time a committee was ' formed and the private relief of distress' in 
Sutna, as apart from relief works and the ^poor-house maintained By ‘ the 
Durbar, was properly organized. The operations' of this -charity were, however, 
strictly confined within the limits oFSutna and its immediate neighbourhood, r and 
they were not extended beyond these limits, as the whole fund did not amount 
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to more than R 1,375 until the following March. On the 22nd of this month, 
a meeting was held at Indore for the purpose of forming a Provincial 
Committee as a branch of the Indian Charitable Relief Fund, and the authorities 
of. the various districts in Central India were called upon to form local com- 
mittees, with the Political Agent as Chairman, for the purpose of appointing 
members, collecting subscriptions, and corresponding with the Provincial Com- 
mittee. * 

The local Committee of the Indian Charitable Relief Fund was formally 
elected at a general meeting held-at Sutna on 10th April 1897, and with this 
were amalgamated the original Sutna fund and committee. 

With the help of contributions from the Central Committee at Calcutta, the 
Provincial Committee at Indore and local subscriptions from Rewah and other 
places, the relief of distress was now extended to all parts of the district. 

In Rewah, ,the only large town in the Agency, the distribution of money, 
clothing, etc., ^’aSj entrusted to a Sub-Committee with Lai Buldeo Singh, Com- 
mandqr-in’-Chief of the Rewah. Army, at its head. 

In> other places the same work was carried out by Dewans of the smaller 
States, Hospital Assistants, Tehsildars and other local authorities under the 
strict control and supervision of the Central Committee, whose meetings were 
held regularly once a week, generally at Sutna, but sometimes also at Rewah. 

The procedure as regards requirements under the first three objects into 
which the operations of this charity were divided, was as follows : — 

The Sub-Committee at Rewah and all local authorities were requested to 
prepare lists of deserving persons under each head with full particulars regard- 
ing age, caste, position, employment, etc. These lists were carefully examined 
by the Secretary, Babu Lai Behari, at head-quarters and produced before the 
Committee at its weekly meetings. The amount required for each person or 
family, was thereupon sanctioned and distributed through the local authorities. 
The payments under Object III were paid fortnightly, while clothing and 
blankets, were purchased at Sutna and sent out to the various poor-houses and 
relief works. The Secretary deserves the greatest credit for the manner in 
which lie has carried out his onerous duties throughout without any remunera- 
tion whatever. "Lists for the 4th Object were prepared and submitted by the 
Durbars of the Political Agent who sanctioned such amounts from the fund 
as he considered necessary for each district, merely reporting what he had done 
to the Committee at the next meeting. In the smaller States this money was 
distributed in the presence of either the Political Agent himself or one of his 
assistants or the Agency Police Inspector. In Rewah, the distribution had to 
be left to the various Tehsildars. 

8. The administration of the fund was of necessity closely connected 
with Famine operations undertaken by all the States (in the Agency, and in 
most cases the same Agencies had to be employed both for State and private 
relief. Nevertheless "the two methods of relief were kept carefully distinct, 
and no State was allowed to make the relief afforded by the Charitable Fund 
any excuse of relaxing its own efforts in the matter of organized poor-houses 
and relief works. 


Part III. 

9. Relief actually given under each of the four Objects . — 

Object I . — Two thousand five-hundred and thirty persons in poor-houses, 
310 persons on relief works, and 19 persons in cholera huts were supplied with 
clothing locally purchased from weavers at a cost of R814-5-0, R 13 1-2-0, and 
Ri 7-2-0, respectively. 629 blankets were distributed among the same number 
at a cost of R307-14-9, but of 524 sacks received from Calcutta filled with 
grain, 493 were filled with straw and utilized as bedding for the inmates of the 
poor-houses. As far as possible clothes and blankets were distributed by 
members of the Committee. In places at a distance they were distributed by 
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local officials such as Tehsildars, Hospital Assistants and Military officers in 
charge of relief works. 

Object II. — The poor-houses were divided into wards, people of the same 
caste being lodged in the same ward. Separate quarters were provided for 
lepers and other patients ; and one ward was set apart for orphans, who were 
looked after by women selected ft om the inmates of the poor-houses. Eight 
or ten children were given in charge of each nurse and they were given four 
meals a day. As they were thus properly cared for at the State expense it was 
not considered necessary to start orphanages at the expense of the, fund. 
Clothing, blankets, bedding and “ charpais”, however, were supplied to • orphans 
with other inmates of poor-houses. At Rewah, nine children were supported for 
a short time by the Sub-Committee before they' were sent to the Sutna poor- 
house. 

Object III .— Two bales containing 362 skirts, 6 cotton sheets, 387 chadars, 
and 2 jackets received from England, were sent to this Committee. Being 
found more fitted for Purdanashin women of good class than for paupers who 
would probably at once sell them, it was resolved that the clothes be distributed 
to distitute Purdha women after due enquiry. Persons of good family, but 
poor, were supplied with these clothes. Besides clothes, regular money pay- 
ments of R2 a month for adults were made to such destitute persons as by 
reason of their caste or infirmities were unable to enter a poor-house or join 
the Durbar Relief Works. Many of these persons, and especially the women 
borne on the list of the Fund, would undoubtedly have died of. starvation but 
for this timely assistance. The most careful enquiries were instituted in each 
case and none but really deserving persons received this particular relief.. 

Object IV . — The money distributed under the fourth Object has had the 
most beneficial results. While the grants under the first three objects affected 
only a few persons, those under the fourth head have restored thousands of 
persons throughout the Agency who had been nearly ruined by the famine, to 
a position of comparative ease and comfort. Liberal grants of takavi were 
made by the Durbars, but these would only have enabled cultivators to sow a 
fraction of the usual area, while with the assistance of additional grants 
from the Famine Fund they have been able to cultivate the normal area and 
to keep themselves alive while the crops have been ripening. Altogether 
about 43,000 persons have received sums ranging from Ri to Rioo under 
this head. The exact numbers can be given when all vouchers have been 
received. L , 

The grain which came in the sacks mentioned under Object I as having 
been converted into bedding, consisting of 762 maunds, two wagon loads, was 
distributed to 1,800 persons, many of them as they were going to their villages 
on the close of relief works. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

A. F. PIN HEY, 

Political Agent, Baghelkhand. 



Appendix I. 

CONSTITUTION OP THE COMMITTEE. 
•> ■ Chairman. 


1. Captain A. F. PinhCy,' Political Agent,' Baghelkhand, 

Secretary. 

2. Babu La! Bihari, B, A. 

Treasurer . 

3. Messrs. Ganesh Dass Krishnaji.- 



Members. 

1. Surgeon-Major G. H. D, Gimlette, Agency Surgeon. 

2. H. H. the Maharaja of Rewah. 

3. Raja Sherjung Bahadur Singh, Chief of Sohawal. 

4. Lai Baldeo Singh, Commander-in-Chief of Rewah. 

5. Lai Janardan Singh, Secretary to His Highness the Maharaja of Rewah. 

6. Rai Bahadur Pundit Ramkrishna, Dewan of Kothi. 

7. Babu Radhey Lai, Dewan of Nagode. 

8. Babu Dina Nath, Dewan of Maihar. 

g. Khan Bahadur Molwi Rahman Ali Khan, Vakil of Rewah, 

10. Mr. R. M. Young, Locomotive Foreman, Sutna. 

11. Mr. J. L. Clarke, Station Master of Sutna. 

12. Seth Som Chand Dharsi, of Sutna. 

13. Pundit Surjoo Prasad, Hospital Assistant of Sutna. 


A. F. PIN HEY, Captain, 

Political Agent, 

Bqghelkhand. 
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Appendix II, 

List of Persons other than Members of the Committee who assisted in the distribution 
• of Funds in various parts of the Agency, 

1. Pandit Gaya Prasad, Hindi teacher, Raipur (Rewah). 

2. Pundit Damodas Gopal Pustakay, Hospital Assistant, (Rewah). 

3. Pundit Ganesh Prasad, Hospital Assistant, Mangawan. 

4. Munshi Gopinath, Assistant Dewan of Nagode. 

5. Jamadar Balraj Singh, Munserim of Relief Work, Madhogarh. 

6. Lala Doarka Prasad. 

7. Pundit Chhota Lai, School Master, Rampur, 

8 . Sardar Sant Singh, Tehsildar of Madhogarh, 

9. Munshi Sundar Lai, Sarishtadar of Sutna. 

10. Bubu Hazari Lai, Hospital Assistant, Teonthar. 
xi. Sardar Rudra Sahai Singh, Tehsildar of Teonthar. 

12. Pundit Vaidiya Nath, Hospital Assistant of Sihawal. 

13. Munshi Janki Prasad, Tehsildar of Mongunj. 

14. Pundit Kripa Ram, Hospital Assistant of Ramnagar. 

r , 

15. Pundit Ram Prasad Tiwari, Hospital Assistant of Manpur. 

16. Pundit Jai Singh Rao, Hospital Assistant of Pathrora. 

17. Munshi Shiam Kishore, Deputy Magistrate of Sohagpur. 

18. Munshi Sham Sher Khan, Hospital Assistant of Sohagpur. 

19. Mistri Munna Khan, Contractor of Sutna. 

20. Munshi Ram Gulam Singh, Kamdar of Jaso. 

21. Babu Asotosh Ghosh, Head Master, High School, Rewah. 

22. Munshi Bala Prasad, School Teacher, Sutna, and Secretary’s Clerk, 

23. Pundit Madho Rao, Trimbak Deshmukh, Agency Treasurer. 

24. Pundit Ram Chandra Hari Ram, State Treasurer, Sutna. 

25. Munshi Sukhpat Rai, Naeb Tehsildar of Sutna. 

26. Pundit Krishna Rao Vishnu, State Treasurer, Rewah. 

27. S. P. Barve, Hospital Assistant, Chandia. 


A. F. PIN HEY, Captain, 

Political Agent , 

Baghelkhand , 



573 


STATE OF GWALIOR. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND. 

No. 10913 of 1897. 


To 

The Honorary Secretary, 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, 

Calcutta. 


Dated Indore Residency, the iyth December i8gj. 


Sir, 

I am directed to forward, for the information of your Committee, the 
accompanying report of the working of the Gwalior Local Committee of the 
Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 

The accounts are also submitted. 

2. I am to point out that the report and the accounts are not final, as 
operations are still in progress in Gwalior. 

3. The final report will be included in the report of the Central India 
Provincial Branch Committee, which will be submitted to you as soon after the 
receipt from Gwalior as possible. 

4. In conclusion, I am to add that in the final distribution of the Central 
India Provincial Famine Relief Funds the Committee allotted an additional 
R24,ooo to the Gwalior Fund, making the total of its receipts £50,805. 
Details of expenditure of this sum will be shown in the final report referred to 
above. 


I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

C. DUCAT, 

Assistant to the Agent to the Governor-General 

in Central India and Secretary , Central 

India Provincial Branch of the Indian 

Famine Charitable Relief Fund, 
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STATE OF GWALIOR. 


Report of the Gwalior Local Committee of the Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund to 31st October 1897. 


The area of distress with .which the Gwalior Local Committee is concerned 
lies entirely within the limits of the Gwalior State and extends to 4,096 square 
miles, comprising the following six subats or districts Tawarghar, Sikarwari, 
Bhind, Gird, Bhander, and JMarwar. The land is generally good and produces 
all kinds of ordinary food and non-food crops, but as there is no large river 
or canal from _ which irrigation can be carried on, the serious failure of the 
monsoon rains in 1896 (a failure which had been partial also in the two pre- 
vious years) necessarily caused great and widespread distress. Both kharif 
and rabi crops are grown in the area. Of the kharif crops the principal is jcvwar , 
next to which come bajra and makhd. Of the rabi crops, gram stands first, 
and wheat next. The people belong almost entirely to the agricultural class 
and are generally poor. 

During the three months immediately preceding the cold weather of 1896-97, 
the chief crops obtained were jawar, bajra and makhd. 

The harvest 'of- 1897 showed a very serious deficiency throughout the 
affected districts, the rabi yielding only an average outturn of 2 annas to 4 
annas in the rupee and the kharif 6 annas. 

2. Under orders from the Central India Branch of the Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund a local Committee for Gwalior was formed on the 30th 
August composed of — 


Major Pears 

His Highness to M. R. Scindia, G.C.S.I. \ 
Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel A, M. Crofts / 
J. W. D. Johnstone, Esq. . , 


President. 

Members, 

Secretary. 


The appointment of this Committee was delayed chiefly owing to the sud- 
den death of Major Maclvor, Resident at Gawlior, early in August, but on the 
date of its forniation it proceeded to provide for the distribution of relief. 

Various agencies have been and are being employed for the actual 
distribution. For purposes of Object I, the officers in charge of Poor-houses 
were entrusted with the distribution of clothes. As regards Object II, no 
expenditure on orphans has, up to the present, been incurred, but a few will 
have to be assisted, the agency employed being the Land Records Department. 
For Object III, the Medical Officers to H. H. the Maharaja Scindia is arrang- 
ing for distribution of clothes to persons not in receipt of State relief through 
the Vaccination Branch of his Department. As to Object IV, to which the 
great bulk of the funds has been allotted, the Land Records Department has 
undertaken the task of distributing relief to cultivators for the purchase of 
cattle and seed-grain. The officials utilised for this work are the Assistant 
Directors and Inspectors of the Department who act in consultation with the 
Purgana Officers, assisted by Kanungos and Patwaris. 

The State has not undertaken relief under any of the above-named heads, 
with the exception of the purchase of a few clothes and blankets for inmates 
of the Gwalior Poor-house when that institution was closed on the 15th Septem- 
ber. It may, therefore, be said that practically no overlapping of State and 
charitable relief has occurred. 


3. As to the relief actually given by the Fund, the present report must 
be considered an ad interim one, as there has not been sufficient time to com- 




plete the work. The delay is owing to a twofold cause — the late date on which 
the local Committee was formed, and the unhealthiness of the season. The 
Land Records Department especially has -been seriously hampered in its opera- 
tions by the great prevalence of fever from which a large number of its officials 
have been suffering. A final report will be submitted when the distribution of 
relief has been brought to a conclusion. Meanwhile, it must suffice to describe 
shortly the arrangements made up to the present for the purpose. The Local 
Committee had at its disposal the following funds: Rupees 25,000 from the 
Central Fund and R 1 (805 from local subscriptions, as well as some bales of 
clothes sent from England. One of these bales was stolen during transit by 
rail from Calcutta, and a .sum of R26i-i4-9 was paidas compensation by the 
Railway Company. The remaining clothes were distributed to the inmates of 
the Gwalior poor-house, with the exception of a few which have been made 
over to the Medical Department for distribution, wherever necessary, through 
the Vaccination Branch. Out of the R25,ooo received from the Central 
Fund, a sum of R2o,ooo was placed at the credit of the Land Records Depart- 
ment for distribution to needy cultivators to enable them to purchase cattle 
and seed-grain. Considerable progress has been made in this work, the 
allotments to the distressed districts being as follows : — 


Tawarghar 
Sikarwari , 
Bhind 
Gird 

Bhander . 
Narwar . 


R a. p. 
5>274 9 9 
3.779 !3 6 
4,874 2 o 

3.297 5 9 
1,989 7 o 
696 1 1 6 


Total . ££19,912 1 6 


Commission on hundis, amounting to R87- 14-6, makes up the total of 
R20,000. 

A much larger sum could be usefully spent under this head, and a further 
grant has been asked for from the Central Fund, but every endeavour is. being 
made to make the available funds go as far as possible. With this object it 
has hitherto been found advisable to give small sums varying from Rs to Rio 
according to the size of holdings for purchase of seed-grain. to the poorer culti- 
vators who are in worst case, rather than larger sums to those who need assist- 
ance less. It is understood that the small cultivators will plough their land 
with hired cattle. Indeed, the Thakur Zamindars, though some have suffered 
very severe losses from the famine, have almost invariably refused to accept 
gratuitous relief, preferring to take loans. This shows a very commendable 
and worthy spirit of pride on the part of the Thakurs, and the Gwalior Durbar 
will no doubt undertake the grant of loans to them on easy terms, which will 
enable them to recover in a short time from their present depressed condition. 
The small sums above mentioned will be of incalculable benefit to those who 
receive them, and will extend relief much more widely than could have been 
done by any other means with the limited funds at command. 

To ensure that relief should be given as far as possible in every case where 
it was required under Object IV, a list of cultivators was first prepared by 
Kanungos. From this, selection was made by the Tehsildars and Assistant 
Directors of the Land Records Department when distributing the money. 

The remaining R5,ooo of the Central Fund allotment was placed at the 
disposal of Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel Crofts for purchase of clothing to be 
distributed to persons requiring it. . This work is now in progress, as already 
mentioned, through the agency of the Vaccination Branch of the Medical De- 
partment, but will not be completed for some time yet. 

Of the local subscriptions, R 1,388 were expended on the purchase of 
clothing for inmates of the Gwalior and other poor-houses. The remainder 
will probably lie utilised for assistance to orphans, who have not been 
otherwise provided for, but no large sum will be required for this purpose as 
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most of these children have been comfortably placed either by being adopted 
into families or being employed as servants. 

The bales of clothing received from England were distributed to the 
inmates of the Gwalior poor-house. A small balance which remained has been 
made over to the Medical Department for distribution. An additional bale 
has recently been received which will be utilised where it is found necessary. 

4. The only special item of receipt to be mentioned has already been 
referred to, vis., the compensation paid by the Railway Company for the stolen 
bale of clothes, which requires no further remark. The names of those who 
have rendered special services in the work of distribution will be mentioned 
hereafter when the final report is submitted. 


J. W. D. JOHNSTONE, 
Inspector-General of Education, Gwalior State, 

and Secretary, Gwalior Local Committee, 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 
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B. 

I, F. C, R, FUND, CENTRAL INDIA AGENCY. 

Statement showing details of relief operations from the commencement up to 31st October 1897. 


OBJECT I. 



Gwalior. 

Baghelkhand. 

. 

Bundelkhand. 

Bhopal. 

Bhopawar. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

A.— Clothing, blankets/ etc., to per- 
sons IN RECEIPT OF GOVERNMENT 
RELIEF, WHETHER IN POOR-HOUSES, 
KITCHENS, OR OUTSIDE. 

. B a. p. 

ft a. p. 

A? a. p. 

8 a. p. 

8 a. p. 

ft a. p. 


(0 number of persons to whom articles of 
clothing or blanhets mere given 








Number of persons. 








(a) the articles being 
sent from England 

<95 



23 


218 


( b ) the articles being 
provided by the 

Provincial Com- 
mittee . • 








(c) the cloth or articles 
being purchased 
by the Local Com- 
mittee or Sub-Com- 
mittees, or by 
gentlemen provid- 
ed with funds by 
the Local Com- 
mittee • • • 

1.543 

3,928 

. .. 

9,308 


40 

14,81s 


Total number 
of persons . 

<.737 

3,928 

9,3oS* 

33 

40 

15,036 


■K a. p. 

(1) expenditure on cloth- 
ing, blankets, etc., 
under (cl above . 

I.38S 13 9 

1,281 10 0 

6,429 ,6 3 


200 0 0 

9,299 14 0 


(2) how much of (r) was 
spent in purchasing 
from weavers . 


1,154 '3 9 

5,423 14 9 



6,578 12 6 


(3) how much from petty 
shop-keepers . 


126 12 3 




126 12 3 


(4) how much in buving 
from large cloth- 
dealers . . . 

1.388 13 g 


I,oo5 7 6 


200 0 0 

2,594 5 3 


(it) number of persons , if 
any t to whom money was 
given to enable them to 
buy clothing ' » 

amount so given . 



• 





B.— Other expenditure in poor-houses 

or KITCHENS. 








(0 maintaining poor-houses^ or kitchens 
before Government action began , or 
cohere Government did not maintain 
them 


- 






S a. p. 

(a) amount spent in 
building and fur- 
nishing poor-houses 
or kitchens . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 





(1 b ) establishment char- 
ges • 










(c) conveying paupers 
to poor-houses . 











(d) rations and com- 
forts . 

(e) other expenditure 

(with details) • 




•f62 0 0 


62 0 0 


Total 

1,388 13 9 

1,281 10 0 

6,429 6 3 

62 0 0 

200 0 0 

9,361 14 0 



* Given blankets . So: 1 Expondcd in Kunvai, 

Clothed . . 8,507 


9.30S 


mght forward . . 

ngth of time during 
hich poor-house and 
itchen was open . 

tal number of per- 
ons who came to 
he poor-house and 
itchen . • . 

ighest number in 
i o o r-h o u s e and 
litchen on any one 
lay ... 

verage daily number 
if inmates • 


sion of “ comforts" in Govern- 
poor-houses— 

B a. p. 

cost of milk-supply 

purchase of lime 
juice and other 
comforts . • 

money distributed 
for purchase of 
additional food . 

I other expenditure 
(with details) 

ost of stimulants 

harpais to the sick . 

traw for bedding 


engtli of time during 
which comforts were 
provided . . 

total number of per- 
sons who were - pro- 
vided with comforts . 

iverage daily number 
supplied — 

(■children 
ith milk . ■< 

(others . 

ith other comforts . 


R EXPENDITURE ON PERSONS IN 

pt of Government relief out- 

OOR-HOUSES. 

lamenting the famine -wage an 

f works— 

B a. p. 

i) total amount so 
expended . . 

) period during which 
it was expended. . 

) total number of 
payments made . 

!) average number 
each day — 


B women . 

G children 

dementing the Government dole 

ratuitous relief— 

B a, p. 

:) Total amount so 
expended . , 

) Period during which 
it was expended . 

) Total number of 
payments made . 

I) Average number 
per month or fort- 
night (according 
as the dole was 
monthly or fort- 
nightly) of persons 
whose dele was 
increased . 


B a- p. B a. p. B a. p. 
. 1,388 13 9 1,281 10 0 6,423 6 3 


B a- p 


B a. p. \ B o. p. 















'S8i 






Givatior. 

Mjjfj 

Bundclkhand, 

Bhopal. 

Chop a war. 

Total. 

Remarks. 


- 



J? 0. p. 

K a. p. 

ft a . p . 

ft a. p . 

* a. p. 

ft a. p. 


Brought forward. 

• 

• • 

t>jSS 13 9 

t .303 3 0 

0,4:9 0 3 

S51 3 0 

200 O 0 

1,0172 10 0 

' 

rrovidtnr mrnh fer 

children or 








yd and infirm tenons, about relief 








9 rtS — 


K 

o. p. 








(a) Total Amount fo 








expended 

• 

• 



34 >4 9 


300 6 2 


335 4 11 


ft) Period during which 









it was expended , 

(0 Average number 
for Men day— 


— 

3 months IS 
days. 


3 months 5 
da\s 




A children 
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D aged persons 

, 



5 




.. .. 


C tnhrm pcrions . 

IKK KKLIKf L'KOKR fIRADtKG 

"On- 



13 


51*8 average 




■ 1, such as 

assistance to wan- 








rs, sending them to Relief Works 








• their own villages.' . 

Grants made 








cor reoplc out of relief officers* 








cits. 












b 

G 5 

eg 

“S . 








f expenditure. 

1'i 
s * 

CU H 

V 

i! 

Is- 

G 

%tt\ 
i Pi 

£. u- j 







nade to the 


ft n.f, 




April to Oeto- I 
ber. 





* * • 

... 


•- 



17 14 0 




17 14 0 


wanderers to 
*n villages . 


n , 









liitributed to 
icafcand sick 











3 , 






9.317 IS 9 



9 , 3!7 '5 9 


OnjtCT 1 . 


... 

— >- 

l.jSS 13 9 

I. 3 SS IS 0 

13,747 0 0 

t. IS! 9 a 

200 O O 

19,543 13 S 


OBJECT II.- 

ORPHANS. 

1 








'miitnrt dttiPf thr/onine .*— 









*S i 

-* 73 

2 •> 








it cipeediturt. 

¥ 

» 

c 

11 
< W 

V 

JKh 

ft 

go 

— — 








,to’ Orpl-an- 

■ 





Apr it to Octo- 
ber 1F97. 



2S0 1 6 


. . 

... 



M ... 


* : 5 o 1 0 

...... 



•The expenditure 

lion of Or- 










under this head was 
limited to the States 

;c? 

... 

.h 

*“ 





... 


under supervision. 

cec rf or- 





at dap. 


3 months 5 




in Fur.d 






days. 


65 15 2 


;ag« . 

... 

l*eoo f 

••• 


9 14 3 



53 0 a 










1 7'S -daily 




sos of orphans 
;homc* • 



... 


-30 


average. 


230 


n o( orphans . 

... 

... 

... 




...... 






teoua • . 

... 

... 

... 








.. ... 


1 Object 11 . 

... 

1 

1,000 i ... 

i 


12 1 3 

2S0 1 0 

50 0 11 


i, 34 S 3 8 


itrtler of erf bans to 

shorn clothes 








re /;irr«— 






It is notpossi- 





(a) the articles being rent from 



blc to give the 





England. 











(6) the Articles provided- by the 
Provincial Committee. 



separately* 
Tnoy are inclu* 











ded in the 





(r) the cloth or articles being pur- 



numbers shewn 





chased by the Local Committee 



under Object 





or Sub-Committee or by gentle- 



1 A (1) c of the 





men provided with funds by 



form. 





the Loenl Committee. 









Carried over Object I and 11 . 

1,388 13 9 

i,3r,s 1 0 

1 0,037 7 6 

,207 to 1 

200 0 O 

21,192 0 4 

\ 

1 


• This sum was given to the Indore orphanage. 













Gwalior,. iBaghelkhand. (Bundolkhand. Bhopal. Bhopawar. 


Brought forward— Objects 1 and II • 1,388 13 9 ',3dS 

Relief after the famine- 

(a) number of orphans already pro- 
vided for— 



(c) Brief statement of arrange- 
ments made for maintenance 
till such orphans become self- 
supporting . • • • 


(d) sum paid for such 
arrangements 


OBJECT HI. 

A.— Supply of clothing to respec- 
table POOR, NOT in receipt of 
Government relief. 

(i) Number of persons to •whom articles 
of clothing were given— 


No. of persons 


(а) the articles being 
sent from England 

(б) the articles pro- 
vided by the Pro- 
vincial Committee 

(c) the cloth or articles 
being purchased 
by the Local 

Committee or Sub- 
committees, or by 
gentlemen pro- 
vided with funds 
by the Local 

Committee . . 

Total number of persons . 


R a. p. 


(1) expenditure incurred 
tinder (c) above 

(2) how much of (1) was 
spent in purchasing 
from weavers . 

(3) how much from petty 
shopkeepers . 

(4) how much from large 

cloth-dealers . , 


Carried over— O j ec t 1 
Carried over-Objects I, II and III 



1,388 13 9 2,306 s o 16,027 7 6. 1,207 


22,130 4 4 
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Brought forward Objects 1, II, & III 
'Brought forward— Object III 


(r'i) Number of persons, if any, to whom 
money was given to enable them 
to buy clothing ; amount ] 

so given, 8 


Gwalior. 


R a, p, 
i,3SS 13 9 


Baghelkhand. 


8 a, p. 
2,3 0f > 5 ,0 

938 4 o 


Bundelkhand. 


8 a, p, 
16,027 7 6 


Bhopal. 


8 a. p. 
1,207110 1 


Bhopawar. 


8 a. p, 
200 0 0 


Total. 


8 a.' p. 

22,130 4 4 

933 4 o 


Remarks. 


B.— Provision of work to respectable 
poor (other than that shown under I 
heading “Object IV ’’below, as pro- 1 
vided for professional workmen). j 


(0 Work given out, to be returned to 
the Committee— 


(а) nature of work 
offered , 

(б) number of people 

supplied with 
materials . . 

(<•) cost of m aterials . R 

(d) quantity of 

finished product 
returned by them . 

(e) amount paid for 

their labour . , R 

(/) amount received by 
sale of the produce R 

(g) profit or loss to the 
Fund , . . R 


(ii) Work given out to be sold by the 
workers— 


(a) nature of work 
given . . . 

(4) number of people 
supplied with 
materials . . 

(c) amount expended . R 


Nil 

Nil 


C.— Grain or cooked food doles to 

RESPECTABLE POOR— 


(i) period during which 

this rcliei was 
given . . 

(ii) number (average, 

if necessary) of 
persons in receipt 
of doles . 


3 months 5 
days. 

12*8 average 


(in) rates of the doles. 

(iv) at what intervals 
given . . . 


10 chittacks 
per head. 

Daily 


(v) amount oxpended . R 


76 o S 


76 o 8 


D.— Money doles to respectable poor 

FOR PURCHASE OF POOD— 


(i) period during which 
this relief was 
given . 


(ii) number (average, 
if necessary) of 
persons in receipt 
of doles . . 


(iii) rates of the doles. 


(iv) at what intervals 

given . . 

(v) amount expended . R 

Carried over— Object III 
Carried over— Objects I, II, St III 


1.388 13 9 


April 
October 

1897. , 

7 months. 


to 


3.724 

Adults per mem 
sem, R2-0-0 
Below 16 years,! 

R 1-8-0 
Below 10 years,| 
Ri-o-o 
Below 2 years,] 
R0-8-0 


Fortnightly 
26,61 1 0 0 


=7.549 4 0 


29,855 9 0 


March to 
October 1897, 


2,310 


Very varying 


Various 
4,S6 i I o 


4,861 1 0 


20,888 8 6 


Nil 


76 o 8 


1,283 10 9 


31,472 1 o 

32,486 5 S 

o 53,678 6 o 




















Gwalior. Baghelkhand. 


Bhopal. ' Bhopawar. Total. 


Brought forward Objocts I, II & 111 
Brought forward— Object III 

E.— Cheap grain shops— 

(1) Number and locali- 
ties of grain shops . 

( 2 ) Period during which 
relief was given 

( 3 ) Net amount expend- 
ed from the Fund 
during that period . 

( 4 ) Excess of privileged 

rate over maket rate 
(in seers or lbs. per 
rupee) . . . 

( 5 ) Average number of 
persons relieved dur- 
ing each month of 
the period 

Total Object 111 . 

OBJECT IV. 

A.— Provision of employment to 

PROFESSIONAL WORKMEN. 

(») Work given out, to be returned to the 
Committee— 

(o) nature of employ- 
ments assisted • . 

(4) number of people 
supplied with 
money or materials 

(c) cost of materials (or 
money advances) . 

(d) quantities of finish- 
ed products return- 
ed by them . 

(e) amount paid for 

their labour . , R 

(/) amount received by 
sale of products . R 

(>») Assistance in providing materials for 
nark to bo sola by the mockers— 

(a) nature of employ- 
ments assisted , 

(4) number of people 
supplied with mate- 
rials . . . 

(c) cost of such mate- 
rials . . . R 

(d) number of people 
who received money 
gifts . 

(e) amount of such gifts R 


B.— Assistance towards rebuilding or 

REPAIRING OF HOUSES. 

(i) number of people 

assisted . . . 

(ii) causes of destructions 

of houses (fire, want, 
etc.) . . . 

(iii) amount expended . R 


C.— Assistance where only MONEY 

GRANTS HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY PROVI- 
SION OF CATTLE, SEED-GRAIN, etc., 
TO CULTIVATORS— 

(i) number of cultivators 

assisted . 

(ii) (roughly) how many 
for purchase or hire 
of cattle alone 

(roughly) how many 
for purchase of seed- 
gram alone 

(roughly) for fodder 
subsistence of cattle 
alone . . , 

Carried over. Object IV , 

Carried over— Objects I, II, III & IV . 


B a. p. . B a. p. R a. p. B a. p. 
Y,3SS 13 9 29,855 9 0 20,888 S 6 1,283 10 9 

... 27,549 4 0 4,861 i o 76 o 8 


B a. p. 
53.678 6 0 

32,486 5 8 



67 4 o | 

1 »383 13 9 '29,922 13 o I 21,739 '4 6 


918 0 0 


1*283 10 9 





















Brought forward I, II, III and IV 

Brought forward Object I, IV 

(roughly) for fodder 
subsistence of culti- 
vator and family 

alone . . 

(roughly) for wages 

to labourers alone . 

(roughly) for more 
than one of the above 
objects . , . 

8 a 

(iii) amount of gifts made 

(iv) (roughly) how much 
for purchase of cattle 

(roughly) how much 
for purchase of seed- 
grain 

(roughly) how much 
for subsistence of 
cattle . , . 

(roughly) how much 
for subsistence of cul- 
tivators and family . 

(roughly) how much 
wages to labourers . 

D.— Assistance to Cultiva- 
tors BY GRANTS IN 
KIND— 

(i) Cattle— 

ft i 

(«) Number of cattle 
purchased • . 

(i) Price of cattle pur- 
chased . . . 

(3) Number of cultiva- 
tors assisted by 
grants or loans of 
cattle (estimated) . 

(fi) Seed— 

(i) Quantity of seed pur- 

_ chased . . . 

(ii) Price of seed purchas- 
ed * a a a 

liii) Number of cultiva- 
tors amongst whom 
distributed - 

liii) Fodder— 

(a) Net expenditure on 
fodder bought 
from Government 
and sold at cheap 
rates or given 
away . . . 

( 4 ) Net expenditure on 
fodder received 
from Provincial 
Committee or 
locally purchased 
and sold at cheap 
rates or given 
away . - • 

. ( c ) Total value of 

money grants 
made for pur- 
chases a a a 

(rf) Total number of 
free grants made 
of fodder in hind . 

(<?) Total number of 
grants of fodder in 
hind made at re- 
duced prices , 

(/■)iTotal numb cr of 
money grants 
made for purchase 
of (odder alone 

(,S) Totals of (d), (e) 
and (/), showing 
total number of 
persons assisted 
with fodder - < 

Carrfed over. Object IVj « . 

Carried over I, II, III, IV 


Gwalior. 


8 a. p. 


Baghellchand. Bundelkhand. 
I 


1,38 3 13 9 29,922 13 0 ( 21,739 4 6 

6 



33.764 6 3 | 

800 0 0 

4 S.S 03 10 9 

2,083 «o 9 


2.19,378 6 3 


200 o o 2,73,056 12 3 





















Gwalior. I Uaghclkhand. Bundclkhand. j Bhopal, ’ . Bhopawar. 


' R a. p* R a. p, j R a* p* R a , p. 

Brought forward I, II, MI and IV . 1,38813 9 2,24,736 13 o j 45 , 5°3 9 2,08310 9 

Brought forward— Object IV 


E.— Loans recoverable. — 


(a) lb agriculturists— 


(b) Toothers— 


F.— Other expenditure under headino 
“Object IV": 


Nature of expenditure. _o ; 5 §'•3 


Payment to a Bania for 
opening a shop 


Valedictory sums of 
money given to 
persons on relief 
works and on gra- 
tuitous relief, espe- 
cially to enable them 
to return to their 
homes and to aid 
them while starting 
afresh . . 


Money doles given 


Persons given money 
to help them on the 
close of the relief 
Works . 


Total Object IV . 



Soo 0 o 


April to Octo- September 
ber 1S97. 1S97. 

6.618 50 383 

No. 2,r.(S No. 4 


Co, 999 0 o 
No. 17,794 


1,97,640 1 6 91,381 11 3 


OBJECT V. 


Miscellaneous— 


(<r) Office and contin- 
gent expenditure . 


ft a. p. 


2 10 o 131 3 3 167 2 3 


(6) Printing 


3S 9 o 



Total, Object V 


3 10 o 131 3 3 


2,SiO 1 C 


6,631 13 3 


60,999 o o 


89,825 5 o 


300 15 6 


39 9 o 


34° S 6 


TOTAL UNDER ALL OBJECTS 


1,392 7 9 2,36,6SS 9 9 ',13,475 IS o 2,087 3 o j 200 o o 13,43,844 3 6 


Amount expended for even which statistics were not kept . .120,857 6 6 


GRAND TOTAL UNDER ALL OBJECTS . .3,64,701 to o 
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C. DUCAT, Lieutenant, 

Honorary Secretary , 

Central Mia Provincial Committee, Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 
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FORM D. ; ' 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND,. 1897. 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF CENTRAL INDIA, 

STATEMENT of Receipts of the District Committees working under the Provincial 
Committee from the commencement of the Fund to the 31st October 1897 . 


RECEIPTS. 




Column i. 

Column 2. 

mmmm 

Column 4. 



Names of Districts. 

Opening 

Balances. 

Local subscrip- 
tions for the 
district. 

Remittances from 
Provincial and 
other Fund Com- 
mittees. 

Other 

Receipts, 

Miscellaneous. 

■ 

Total Receipts. •; 

I 

Bundelkhand ... 

R a. p. 
500 0 0 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

. 1,19,000 0 0 

R a. p, 

R a. p. 
T, 19,500 0 0 

• 2 

Baghelkhand 

56 O 0 

8,824 12 9 

2,20,000 0 0 

159 12 9 

2,29,040 9 . 6 

3 

Gwalior , , , , 

• • • 

1,805 0 0 

28,710 13 0 

• • • 

30,515 13 o' 

: 4 

Bhopal . . . , 


... 

2,087 3 0 

• • • 

2,087 3 0 

5 

Bhopawar , 

... 

... 

’ 1,060 0 0 

... 

1,000 0 0 

„ . • ’ . 


Total R 

55 6 ? 0 

10,629 12 9 

3,76,798 0 0 

159 12 9 

msOamm 


C. DUCAT, Lieutenant, » 

Honorary Secretary , ■ > 

Central India Provincial Committee , Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fynd, 


FORM E. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. • ! 1 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF CENTRAL INDIA. 

STATEMENT of Expenditure of the District Committees working under the Provincial 
Committee from the commencement of the Fund to the 31st October 1897. 


PAYMENTS. 


Names of 
Districts. 

Column i. 

Column 2. 

Column 3. 

Column 4. 

Column s- 

Column 6- 

Column 7. 

Column 8. . 

Under^ Object 

Under 
Object II. 

Under Object 
III. 

• Under Object 
IV. 

Miscellane- 

ous. 

Total 

Expenditure. 

Closing 

balances. 

Total. 


R a. p. 

7? a, p 

R a. p- 

■ 7 ? a. p. 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

R a. p. 

R d, p 

Bundelkhand . 

15.747 6 0 

280 i 6 

4,861 1 0 

9 i, 38 nn 3 

.'205 11 3 

1,12475 15 0 

7,024 I 0 

1,19,500 0 i 

Baghelkhand . 

1.355 15 9 

12 1 3 

27,549 4 . 0 

1,97,640 1 6 

131 3 3 

2,26,688 9 9 

-2,351 15 9 

2,29,040 9 1 

Gwalior . 

1,388 13 9 

... 

• •• 



3 10 0 

i ,392 7 9 

29,123 5 3 

30,515 13 < 

Bhopal . 

1,151 9 2 

56 0 11 

76 0 8 

.803 8 3 

••• 

2,687 3 0 


2,087 3 < 

Bhopawar 

200 0 0 



Ml 

... 

200 0 0 

CO 

O 

0 

0 

0 

1,000 0 < 

Total R 






342,844 3 6 

,39,299 6 0 

3,82,143 9 1 


, C. DUCAT, Lieutenant, 

,, ■ . Honorary Secretary, 

Central India Provincial Committee , Indian Famine Charitable Relief Puna 
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C. DUCAT, Lieutenant, 

Honorary Secretary , 

Central India Provincial Committee, Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, 
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PROVINCIAL FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF 
COMMITTEE,' BURMA. 


From 

The HONORARY SECRETARY, 

Rangoon , 


To 

The VICE-CHAIRMAN and HONORARY SECRETARY, 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, 

Calcutta. 


Dated Rangoon, the nth February 1898. 


Sir, 


I am directed to forward herewith the reports* on the operations of the 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief 
Committee, together with a consoli- 
dated set of statements relating to the 
administration of the funds placed at 
the disposal of the Provincial Com- 
mittee. 


* (1) Yamethin District Report. 

( 2 ) Letter No. 46-1S. — 46, dated the 5th Novem- 
ber 1897, from the Deputy Commissioner, Myingyan. 

(3) Letter No. 2899, dated the 19th November 
1897, from the Deputy Commissioner, Meiktila. 


I am to express regret that owing to the delay in getting the subscription 
lists from District Committees, it was impossible to submit the reports and 
accounts earlier. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 


W. F. NOYCE, 
Honorary Secretary. 
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REPORT ON THE DISTRICT OF YAMETHIN. 


i. The portion of this district in which there has been distress is the whole 
of the Yamethin or Northern Sub-division, with the exception of a small partly- 
irrigated tract in the south-east corner. The distressed tract may be said to 
be an undulating table-land, sloping gently from the west towards the foot of the 
Shan Hills. There are no high hills or forests in the tract, and it follows that 
there are no perennial streams. Water for irrigation is obtained from rainfall 
which runs off the surface of the ground and is in some places stored up in 
tanks. Water for domestic use is obtained chiefly from wells, and the tanks 
generally contain enough to supply the cattle until the commencement of the 
next season’s rains. 

The principal crops grown are sessamum in the early months of the year, 
and paddy towards the middle and end. These are the only crops, on which 
the people look with any favour, and it is only when paddy fails that any attempt 
is made to find a substitute, and then the only substitute worth considering is 
jowar ( sorghum vulgar e). Besides these crops a little maize, cotton, and pulses 
are grown, but not in considerable quantities. 

Fortunately, however, the tract is admirably adapted for cattle-breeding, and 
this is important to remember in considering the economic condition of the 
people. 

But to return to the crops — paddy is hardly ever completely successful, and 
there is never a year in which there are not failures over more or less large 
tracts. The people seem to be accustomed to this, and as a result they endea- 
vour to supplement their incomes in various ways, such as migration to Lower 
Burma for the cultivating and reaping seasons, carting to and from the Shan 
States, and so on. The people do not at any time live the life of happy indo- 
lence, to which their Lower Burman brethren are accustomed. 

Their occupation is mainly agriculture, with its necessary concomitants, 
such as small shop-keepers, carpenters, blacksmiths and the like. 

2. The crops of 1896-97 were total failures throughout the scarcity tract* 
and this can be said of the early sessamum, as well as of the later paddy crop- 
Some idea of the failure may be gathered from the following statement of 
revenue collections in 1896-97, as compared with the previous year: — 


- 

Kind of tax. 




1895-96. 

1896-97. 







R 

R 

Thathameda , 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1,87,534 

29,556 

Water-rate . 

• 

■ 

■ 

• 

• 

27,350 

2,683 


The revenue collected in 1896-97 came mostly from the abovementioned 
south-east corner of the Yamethin Sub-division and from the towns, where it was 
felt that the crop failure did not press so hardly as in those d rectly connected 
with agriculture. 

3. As soon as the total failure of. the main paddy and jowar crops became 
a certainty, steps were taken by means of test works to find out if the people 
would work for famine wages. These works showed unmistakably the presence of 
famine, and steps were taken to commence regular relief operations. On the 
1 2th November 1896 the provisions of the Famine Code were applied to the 
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affected tract, and officers were appointed to be Circle Inspectors, while selected 
headmen were appointed as local officers. 

On the 13th of February 1897 a Local Charitable Relief Committee was 
formed, composed of the following gentlemen 

Chairman . 

D. Ross, Esq., Deputy Commissioner. 

Members. 

Mr, F. J. Ellis, Government Pensioner. 

U. Kye, K.S.M., Myook. 

U. Se, Merchant. 

To which were subsequently added — 

The Revd. Father Ruppin, R.C.P. 

U. Kyin, Merchant. 

Mr. Calagreedy, Advocate, 

The Committee at their first meeting on 13th February resolved to recom- 
mend that any money received from the Provincial Committee should be devoted 
entirely to the purchase of seed-grain to be distributed gratuitously at the com- 
mencement of the rains. Subsequently they decided to include all persons 
whose case came within Object IV, but I regret that our registers do not enable 
me to state the number of non-agriculturists who were relieved. 

Sub-Committees were not formed, but the Circle Inspectors and Township 
and Sub-Divisional Officers were associated with the local Committee in the 
preparation of the lists of deserving persons, and when these lists were ready, the 
members of my Committee, or as many as could attend, proceeded to convenient 
centres and distributed the money. It may be noted that persons in receipt of 
Government relief were not assisted from the fund, except in a few cases where 
Object IV applied, and such persons were immediately struck off Government 
relief. 

The relief operations have not yet been wound up, as a balance of R894-14-0 
has still to be accounted for. Arrangements are being made for the distribution 
of this money amongst the persons struck off Government relief to enable them to 
carry on until the full harvest is reaped. It would have been distributed earlier, 
but for the necessity of keeping a balance for expenditure under the second 
head. Happily no destitute orphans have been found, and the Provincial Com- 
mittee have sanctioned the expenditure of the whole balance. 

(Sd.) MAUNG NEWUN, 

For Deputy Commissioner , Yamethin . 


Letter from the Deputy Commissioner, Myingyan, to the Honorary Sec- 
retary, Provincial Famine Charitable Relief Committee , Rangoon , 
No. 46-1 S. — 46 , dated the 5th November i8gj . 

I have the honour to forward you the complete accounts of the local Com- 
mittee for the Myingyan District up to 31st October 1897, together with the 
report which is asked for by Circular X.Q., dated Calcutta, the 16th September 
1897. 

The District of Myingyan lies in what is known as the dry zone of Upper 
Burma, and although the Irrawaddy flows along its entire length (forming the 
western boundary), only those lands which are actually on the river bank benefit 
by its water as regards agriculture. 

The entire district contains but one tank (exclusive of the tanks along the 
river), and in 1896 this tank was dry. 
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Myingyan is divided into six townships, of which only one was not affected 
by famine (Na.togyi), whilst one was not declared famine-stricken (Sale), because 
of its proximity to the oil wells of Burma and of the ability of the people to find 
work across their border without the assistance of Government. The re- 
maining four townships, Myingyan, Taungtha, Pagan and Kyaukpadaung, were 
proclaimed famine-stricken, and the provisions of the Code were applied: — 


Township. 

Area in square 
miles. 

i 

Population. 

Date of 
declaration. 

Remarks. 

Myingyan .... 

422 

S4.456 1 

30th Dec. 1896 


Taungtha .... 

sis 

49.904 

19th Oct. 1896 


Pagan 

582 

53.669 

9th Nov. 1896 


Kyaukpadaung 

723 

72.042 

13th Jan. 1897 



It may be accepted as a fact that one-quarter of the abovementioned popu- 
lation has temporarily migrated to other parts of Burma. 

The crops of the district are divided into early and late crops, the early 
crops being early sessamum ( hnanyin ) and cotton, and the late crops being mil- 
let, late sessamum, and pulses. Although patches of paddy land are not un- 
known away from the river bank, the district is not a paddy-producing country, 
and this crop in no year appreciably affects the condition of the district for 
good or for bad. Early sessamum is always a very uncertain crop, and the peo- 
ple do not place any great reliance on the outturn. Cotton is the valuable crop, 
and is grown for exportation, whilst the remaining crops, millet, pulses, and 
cereals, are grown for local consumption. 

Although the district lies in the dry zone, the soil being generally suitable 
only for cotton, and the rainfall is so uncertain, nevertheless the population is 
purely agricultural, and the only industries besides the lacquer work of Nyaungu 
and Pagan, which employs half-a-dozen villages, are mat-making, pottery, and 
weaving, which employ but a few hundred souls all told. 

Annually the surplus population migrates to Lower Burma to help to sow, 
reap, and thresh the paddy crops of the delta districts, and the number of mi- 
grants varies according to the condition of the local crops, bad crops resulting in 
large numbers of persons floating down the river on rafts or country boats, 
whilst some thousands go by the river steamers. These emigrants usually leave 
the district in August and September, and return in February, March, and April. 

In the Myingyan township, though the rainfall of 1896-97 exceeded that of 
the previous year, it was so capricious that it failed to ripen the crops. They 
were most exasperating rains, for alternate excessive rainfall and long periods 
of draught followed each other, and though the crops one after the other were 
nurtured to a good height and of promising appearance, they all drooped and 
died at the last moment for want of another shower or two. 

It may be considered that there were no early rains, and that which should 
have been early fell in May and June and then there was a dry spell till October, 
and after that no more. 

The result of agricultural operations in Myingyan was equivalent to that of 
Meiktila and Yamethin, but the failure was attained under different circumstan- 
ces, for whilst in the latter district much seed was never put in the ground, and 
such as was planted and sprouted was scorched at once, the crops _ of this dis- 
trict were coaxed and nourished by capricious showers to full height and to 
great beauty in many places, and then came the disappointment, for showers 
ceased, and the jowar, the staple crop of the district, slowly died, first of all be- 
coming yellow and dry at the root, and the paralysis slowly extending up the 
stalk. _ 

It was in November and December 1896 no uncommon sight to find field 
after field of jowar with heads waving from 10 to 15 feet from the ground, but 
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the heads were empty and the roots dry and dead, and the crops of no use, ex- 

cept for fodder for cattle and a dangerous fodder at that. 

The result may be summed up as follows : — 

Early sessamum did no better than a quarter crop, whilst absolute failure 
was reported in many villages. The valuable cotton crop gave at most a quar- 
ter crop. Late crops, such as jowar, maize and late sessamum, failed, as also, ex- 
cept on the river bank, did the little paddy, which is every here and there found 
in the district. The pulses did moderately on islands, but as a district crop it 
failed. 

Test works were opened on nth September 1896, which drew numbers of 
course. These works were managed by district officials, in addition to their current 
duties and were not strictly worked according to the Code, but they fulfilled their 
object ; they showed that distress existed, and consequently famine works were 
opened. 

At the close of the year the Municipality and District Funds gave out 
as much work as funds would allow, and the Civil Veterinary Officer, Burma, 
was induced to spend an allotment for the purchase of cattle in this 
district. This was all that could be done locally and by the district officials and 
public bodies. 

On 20th January 1897, a surn °f Raoo was generously sent to the 
Deputy Commissioner of Myingyan by a body calling itself the Rangoon 
Famine Charitable Relief Committee in Rangoon, and this money was spent 
in relieving destitutes, providing them with the means of subsistence before 
the famine fund was organised. 

On 24th February 1897, the District Committee of the Indian Charitable 
Relief Fund was formed at Myingyan, consisting of the following gentlemen : — 

Chairman. 

1. B. S. Carey, Esq., C.I.E., Deputy Commissioner. 

Members. 

2. Surgn.-Capt. Russell, I.M.S., Civil Surgeon. 

3. Maung Ba Thaw, Myook and Akunwun. 

4. Hadji Gulam Hussain, Municipal Commissioner. 

5. Maung Tun Hla, Thugyi. 

6. Maung Shwe Kyi, Broker. 

7. Maung San Nyein, Merchant. 

8. Revd. J. E, Case, A. B. Missionary. 

T,he Bailiff of the Deputy Commissioner’s Court was appointed Honorary 
Treasurer and Accountant. 

Mr. Carey on being transferred from the district resigned the Chairmanship 
of the local Committee on the 14th October 1897. I having taken over, charge 
of the district as Deputy Commissioner, assumed charge on the same date. 
On the 27th April Mr. H. T. P. Hall, Sub-divisional Officer, was added to 
the Committee, and on his appointment to special duty his successor, Mr. H. A. 
Thornton, took his place. 

No Sub-Committees were formed, nor was the district divided into charges. 

The agency for the actual distribution of relief were the Deputy Commis- 
sioner, Civil Surgeon, the two Assistant Commissioners in charge of the 
Sub-divisions, the Famine Circle Inspectors and the Township Officers. ^ It has 
been a particular point in the famine administration of this district that every 
anna which has been given out has been disbursed by European Gazetted 
officers, not as a slight to the Burman officials, but in order that it may never 
be suggested that any money was lost between leaving the Treasury and reach- 
ing the people, though of course we- have experienced a few painful instances 
of misrepresentation and impersonation, and these have been punished with 
rigorous imprisonment. 
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The line of policy to adopt in Myingyan District offered no difficulties, 
for the. cultivators, i.e., petty farmers and. their labourers form the bulk of the 
population, and in order to recover the district from famine it was necessary to 
keep the farmers on their lands for the present and enable them to employ 
labour in the future. Then there were the destitutes, semi-nude creatures, 
who flocked to the works if they were able to, or who remained at home if 
they were unable. 

The Government claimed the right to feed the people who could not 
work, and to give work on wages to those who could work, but naturally it 
could not be expected that Government would clothe them; so the Committee 
accepting the. fact that alLthat could be done by Government for the class of 
people who neither owned cattle nor land, and who depended solely on their 
labour, would be done, has endeavoured to clothe them properly, and thus keep 
them warm and decent whilst labouring on famine relief works, or whilst living on 
the Government gratuitous relief in their villages. The work of the Committee 
thus dove-tailed in with Government plans and arrangements, Government 
feeding and providing work, whilst the Committee clothed. 

The clothes were made by local Burmans, and the money for them expended 
in the district. The clothes were bought by the Deputy Commissioner, 
assisted by Maung Ba Thaw and Maung Shwe Nyi, and were distributed’ by 
the Civil Officer and the camp officers in charge of the famine camps and in the 
villages by the Circle Inspectors. 

The clothes were given out to those in dire need of them, and changed 
the appearance of the sordid, miserable-looking people into respectable beings. 
An account of the actual distribution of clothes has already been published at 
page 61 of the first Report of the Central Executive Committee, Indian Famine 
Charitable Fund, 1897. 

There was one arrangement made to help the " cooly class,” which I favour 
very much, and which is, I think, the only real way of helping this class of person 
with an eye to the future. 

At Mandalay there were Public Works Department works on Public Works 
Department pay (which is good pay), and 1,4x7 persons were shipped from the 
district to these works, where they could earn the normal wage of the country, 
and where it was hoped that they would save money and return in due course to 
the district with a little savings and when their services are required by farmers 
in the future. 

These persons were sent up by the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company’s steamers, 
the Company generously taking them up for half fares. They left. Mying- 
yan with a ferry pass and eight annas in their pockets and on the third day 
they Were at work at Mandalay. The subsistence allowance was reduced to 
four annas from 21st August 1897. Children were paid half subsistence 
allowance. 

Under heading 3 it has only been found necessary to place two destitute 
old ladies on the list. 

One is the daughter of a former Burmese Wun or Governor, and the other 
is the daughter of a deceased broker. They are both allowed R5 per 
mensem for a limited period, and are thus saved the ignominy of applying with 
the incapable beggars for relief from the Government Circle Inspector. 

Under heading 4 we have been enabled by the bounty of the fund to do much 
work in the way of recovering the district. It was impossible to help cultivators 
who had lost their all ; that was out of the question, for when bullocks cost from 
25 to 40 rupees a piece, it would have been unwise to help a few who required 
cattle at the expense of many who only required seed-grain or the means to 
subsist whilst they tended their growing crops. It was, therefore, decided to 
advan’ e money for seed only, and to those who owned or could get cattle and 
land. 

We dove-tailed these gifts for the purchase of seed-grain in with the Gov- 
ernment grants under the Agricultural Loans Act to cultivators for the purchase 
of cattle, the difference of course being that the charitable mOtiey was a gift. 
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and the Government loan's will be repaid with interest. This year 8:73,760 was 
given out as cattle advances by Government. •, . 

- -F or the sowing of our early crops a sum of 820,000 was given to, each Sub- 
divisional Officer for the purpose of distributing to the cultivators for the pur- 
chase of seed-grain. Only bond fide cultivators who own land and also cattle, 
or who are in a position to borrow cattle, were eligible to receive the seed ad- 
vances. This is the most important of all our actions, but the trouble is not to 
find bond fide cultivators owning land and cattle, who have no grain to sow, or 
even if they have, have not the means to keep alive while they sow and tend 
their crops; our troubles are to select the few from the many worthy applicants. 
The difficulty was to name the few to receive the aid, and then these few had a 
difficulty to keep their money, as it was at first decided to give seed advances 
to only 10 per cent, of the households in each village. The result was that no 
sooner did a recipient get to his village, he was set upon by the others who de- 
manded that the money be divided equally amongst those persons who did not 
get the aid. This matter came personally to Mr. Carey’s notice when he was 
on tour, and he at once directed the local thugyi to recover and return to the 
recipients the money which other poor cultivators had wrung out of them. 

The division took place by common consent. The money was not wasted: 
it went into the ground all right, or helped people to subsist whilst they culti- 
vated. There has really been no harm done by this unauthorised division of 
money by the original recipients, but the practice has been discouraged. 
Having gained an experience in distributing seed advances for the early crops, 
another method of distributing seed advances for our late crops was adopted. 
820,000 having been allotted for Myingyan Sub-division, and 818,000 for the 
Pagan Sub-division, the Sub-divisional Officers were directed to select certain 
villages for relief, and give each household in those villages who owned both land 
and plough cattle, or the means of getting them, 810 or 85 each as they might 
decide. By this method, but few villages will be assisted, but these will be 
assisted thoroughly and there' will be no division of money as was done on the 
previous occasion. 

The Sub-divisional Officer, Myingyan, only spent 8 19,990 out of the 820,000 
allotted to his sub-division. The rains being propitious, the last 837,990 ex- 
pended will do much to recover the district. 

Th^ere has been a sum of 88,000 put by for the relief of orphans and for 
any similar object when the work of the Committee closes. 

All the balance in hand is urgently needed for distribution to the cultiva- 
tors of the district. 

Of course, now that latterly the rains have been favourable, it is to be re- 
gretted that every anna was not put into the kaukkyi crops, but presumably 
the outlook at that time was so gloomy that it seemed to the Committee mad- 
ness to risk all the money which had been entrusted to them in the one venture. 

At present there is a balance in hand of 853,532-14-0. 

This money is urgently required for the benefit of the following classes, and 
is being expended accordingly: — 

(a) Sums varying from 810 to 82-8-0 according to circumstances, to be 

paid to each bond fide family which leaves the famine works 
when the famine works are finally closed. This sum to help them 
to get up when thrown on their own resources. 

( b ) Sums (to be fixed on receipt of reports from Sub-div* s ional Officers) 

to the late crop-workers who are hard put to it. to tend their crops. 

( c ) Sums (to be fixed on receipt of reports from Sub-divisional Officers) 

to selected cultivators of villages which have lost large numbers of 
cattle from disease, and owing to sale rendered imperative by 
scarcity. ' 

When the payments have been made under these three heads, there will not 
be any balance left in hand, except the 88,000 which has been set aside for 
orphans, etc., and which will be expended from time to time as circumstances 
may require. If, as seems probable, the greater part of it will not be required 
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for orphans, the balance will go to increasing the amounts allotted under , head- 
ings («), (Z>), and (c) above. , • 

In conclusion I beg, on behalf of the famine-stricken people of Myingvan 
District, to return sincere thanks to all their kind friends in all parts of the world 
who have contributed to alleviate their distress; large sums of money have been 
distributed, and a grea t amount of suffering .relieved by the generous action of 
the contributors to the Indian and Burma Famine Relief Fund and those who 
haveadministered .it, and I hope that by the middle of this month, with the aid of 
favourable rains, the famine will have entirely been eradicated from the district 
of Myingyan, 


Letter from the Deputy Commissioner, MEIKTILA, to the Honorary Secre- 
tary , Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund , Rangoon, No. 2899, dated 

the 19th November 189 7. 

I have the honour to submit the statements prescribed by Circular X Q, 
dated 16th September 1897, showing accounts of expenditure of the Famine 
Fund from the commencement till the 31st October, and a report as prescribed 
in paragraph 7 of the circular. 

(a) The whole of this district, in area 2,1 78*39 square miles, was declared 
by the Local Government to be distressed. As soon as earthwork on the 
Mciktila-Myingyan branch railway was started on the 1st November 1896, people 
flocked to it from all parts of the district, and it would be difficult to point out 
any portion of the district that was not distressed at that time. There had 
been failure of rains in 1895, and distress that year was averted only because 
of the years 1S93 and 1894 being such good years. When, therefore, the early 
rains of 1896 were deficient, and the late rains upon which the people 
generally depend failed altogether, there could be nothing but severe famine, 
and for the following six months the numbers on the relief works were pretty well 
up to the maximum for which provision is made in a time of famine. The 
principal crops of this district are sessamum, cotton, paddy and jowar, and 
for the two years 1895 and 1896 the outturn in annas was as follows : — 

.. 1S95— 

Sessninuin ...... 2 annas. 

Cotton ...... 4 annas. 

Paddy ...... 8 annas. 

Jowar ...... 4 annas. 

1896 — 

Scssamum . . . . .8 annas. 

Cotton 10 annas. 

Paddy 3 annas, 

Jowar ...... 2 annas. 

The numbers on the famine works were undoubtedly less than they would 
otherwise have been, owing to numbers of people going to Lower Burma in 
November and December to reap paddy according to the usual custom. Owing 
to a bumper season in Lower Burma the numbers of emigrants were more than 
usual. 

Those who possessed cattle likewise sent large numbers down for sale, and 
hoped to procure a means of livelihood in that way. In several cases the cattle 
were sold for. small sums, and those who were responsible for the sale suffered 
losses and got into debt. 

(b) A District Famine Committee was formed on the 13th February 1897. 
It was found unnecessary to form Sub-Committees, as f§of the expenditure was 
under head IV, distribution of grants of R5 to cultivators to buy seed. The 
sub-divisional officers, with the help of the township and circle officers, were 
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the distributing agents. A great impetus was given to the cultivation of all the 
four principal crops in the district by means of this money,, though, undoubtedly, 
a part was used by the cultivators for themselves and their families to live on! 
The R5 was in several cases sub-divided among other poor cultivators whose 
names had not been included in the lists. The distribution of. the fund in this 
way prevented its clashing with Government relief. The Government supported 
all people included in the lists under section 57 of the Famine Code, who, in 
India, would have been admitted into poor houses. It was only at the close of 
the famine at the end of October that sums of R5 were given from the Famine 
Fund as valedictory doles to all who had been receiving Government gratuitous 
relief up to that period. Rupees 8,100 was distributed to 1,620 persons under this 
head. Rupees 4,606 was spent under Head I in purchasing “ tamains "* and 
“longyis”* and distributing them among the poorly clad people on the relief works, 
as well as in villages in the district. The garments were purchased in local 
bazars thus rendering help to poor weavers. 

(c) The only other kind of relief granted which has not been mentioned 
above is the payment of railway fares to coolies wishing to go and work on the 
Mandalay Canal before it was declared to be a Government relief work, after 
which date Government paid the expenses of drafting. This kind of relief was. 
not started till July when it was hoped that, people might be tempted away from, 
the relief works in the district and start on their own account in Mandalay. 
However, very few people took advantage of this privilege. The numbers 
were 388 altogether. In May there occurred an epidemic of cholera in Aingtha 
village, 6 miles to the west of VVundwin, and there were over 100 deaths out of 
a population of 400 people. Most of the people who suffered had returned 
home for a short time from the relief works and it was found that other villages 
would not take them in and they could not get food. The sub-divisional officer, 
Wundwin, accordingly bought R50 worth of rice. and distributed it among 
101 villagers of Aingtha. On Jubilee day, the 22nd June, it was thought that a 
dinner to the poor in Meiktila, where several people from the district had 
crowded in to witness a Gymkhana given by the Commissioner, would be an 
appropriate ending to the festivities. Rupees 100 was spent and 600 people fed. 

Rupees 41-2-3 was spent by Mr. Moran, Executive Engineer, and Maung 
Aung Thein, Myook on famine duty, in paying for comforts for women confined 
on the relief works. This was paid out of the sum of R200 sent from Rangoon 
before the Provincial Committee allotted any funds, and the expenditure has 
been included only in this month’s accounts, having been kept separate from 
the expenditure out of the Famine Fund proper. Rupees 150 out of R200 was 
spent on the purchase of blankets and clothes for the poor very soon after the 
money was received. The balance of the expenditure was on contingencies 
such as cart-hire for sending out money into the interior to be distributed. 

(d) Relief works were closed in the district at the end of October, but the 
, balance of R324-6-9 is being spent, together with an allotment of R3,5oo since 

received, in distributing sums of R5 to poor cultivators to buy seed for the dry 
weather crops in villages where crops were destroyed by the floods of August 
into Meiktila Lake, and such villages as Aingtha, which have not yet recovered 
from the famine and will have to be exempted from taxation for this year. The 
District Committee, therefore, has not yet been dissolved. 

* Womens’ and mens’ cloths. 

(Sd.) A. T. A. SHAW, 
Deputy Commissioner , Meiktila . 
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FORM B. 

BURMA PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE. 

Statement showing details of relief operations from the commencement up to 31st 

October 1897. 

Number of persons relieved Printed in antique type. 


OBJECT I. Remarks. 

A. Clothing, blankets, etc., to persons in receipt op Government relief, 

WHETHER IN POOR-HOUSES, KITCHENS, OR OUTSIDE. 

(0 number of persons to ‘whom atticles of clothing or blankets were given : — 

. Number of persons. 


(a) the cloth or articles being purchased by the Local Com- 
mittee or Sub-Committees, or byfgentlemen provided 
with funds by the Local Committee 


Total number of persons 


17,030 

17,030 


( Meiktila 
(.Myingyan. 


No. 

12,702 

4,328 


H a. p. 


(1) expenditure on clothing, blankets, etc., under (<j) above . 8,053 3 0 ^ 

(2) how much from petty shopkeepers .... 3,909 20 It' 

(tt) Supplementing the Government dole in gratuitous relief— 

8 a. p. 

(a) Total amount so expended 361 o o E 


( Meiktila 

(.Myingyan 

Myingyan. 


8 a. p. 
4.144 1 ° 
3.909 2 o 


(b) Period during which it was expended, 25th January 1897 

to 31st October 1897. 

(c) Total number of payments made .... 152 

( d) Average number peV month or fortnight (according as 

the dole was monthly or fortnightly) of persons whose 

dole was increased 15 

D. — Other relief under heading “Objbct I " — such as assistance to wanderers, 
sending them to Relief Works or to their own villages. Grants made to poor 
people out of relief officers’ imprests. 


Entirely in Yamcthin. Includes ij 
persons paid in January 1897. 


Nature of expenditure. 

Period of 
expen- 
diture. 

Amount of 
expen- 
diture. 

Number of 
persons 
relieved. 

(I) Railway fare for 15 adult coolies drafted to 
Mandalay Canal Works . 


R a. p. 
1780 

l 15 

(II) Railway fare for one child 

... 

0 10 0 

(III) Purchase of rice for Aingtha villagers 

... 

50 0 0 

101 

(IV) Railway fare for 17 coolies drafted to 
Mandalay Canal Works 

... 

20 O O 

17 

(V) Railway fare for 356 coolies 

... 

233 2 O 

356 

(VI) Jubilee dinner to poor on 22nd June 1897 

... 

IOO O 0 

600 

(VII) Other relief under D 

... 

CO 1 

CM 

40 

Total 

... 

462 6 3 

1,129 

(I) Distribution of condensed milk and Triticine 
food ....... 

! 

1-7-97 to 
30-10-97 

Not known 

414 


... 

#•» 

414 


Entirely in Meiktila, 
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FORM D. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF BURMA. 

Statement of Beceipts of the District Committees working under the Provincial 
Committee from the commencement of the Bund to the 31st October 1897, 


RECEIPTS. 




Column i. 

Column 2. 

Column 3. 

Column 4. 

Column 5, 


Names op Districts, 

Opening 

Balances. 

■Local subscriptions 
for the district. 

Remittances from 
Provincial and 
other Fund Com- 
mittees. 

Other Receipts, 
Miscellaneous. 

Total Receipts. 

1 

Yamethin .... 

R a. p. 

R a . p. 
1,178 14 0 

R a, p. 
41,600 0 0 

R 

20 

a. p. I 
0 0 

R a. p. 
42,798 14 0 

2 

Meiktila .... 

... 

' 

1,02,500 0 0 

1 

0 0 

1,02,501 0 0 

3 

Myingyan 

... 

... 

1,37,100 0 0 

0 

8 0 

1,37,100 80 


Total R 

... 

1,178 14 0 

2,81,200 0 0 

21 

8 0 

2,82,400 6 0 


VV. F. NOYCE, . 

Honorary Secretary , 

Burma Provincial Committee , Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 


FORM E. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF BURMA. 

Statement of Expenditure of the District Committees working under the Provincial 
Committee from the commencement of the Fund to the 31st October 1897, 

PAYMENTS. 




Column 1. 

Column 2. 

Column 3. 

Column 4. 

Column 5. 

Column 6. 

Column 7.- 

Column 8. 


Names of 
Districts. 

Under Object 

Under 
Object II. 

Under Object 

II. 

Under Object 
IV. 

Miscella- 

neous. 

Total 

Expenditure. 

Closing 

balances. 

Total. 



R a . p . 

£ a . />. 

R a . p . 

R a . p . 

R a . p . 

R a . p . 

& a . p . 

R a . p . 

1 

Yamethin 

361 0 0 


... 

4 U 543 0 0 

ill 

41,904 0 0 

894 14 0 

42,798 14 0 

3 

Meiktila . 

4.606 7 3 

... 

360 0 0 

97,200 0 0 

10 2 0 

1,02,176 9 3 

324 6 9 

1,02,501 0 0 


qO ‘0 









3 

Myingyan 

3.909 2 0 

••• 

15 0 0 

79,643 8 0 

Ml 

83,567 10 0 

53.532 I 4 _ 0 

1,37,100 8 0 

) • 


Total R . 

8.876 9 3 

... 

375 0 0 

3,18,386 8 0 

10 2 0 

2,27,648 3 3 

54.752 2 g 

. 

2,82,400 6 Q 


W. F. NOYCE, 

Honorary Secretary, 

Burma Provincial Committee, Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 
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No. 1 1 19 of 1898. 


From 


To 


F. S. BULLOCK, Esg., c.i.e., i.c.s.. 

Commissioner , Hyderabad Assigned Districts , 

The VICE-CHAIRMAN and HONORARY SECRETARY, 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, Calcutta. 


Dated Amraoti , the 14th February i8g8. 

I have the honour to forward the report of the Honorary Secretaries of the 
Famine Charitable Relief Fund Committee of the Hyderabad Assigned Districts, 
for the information of the Central Committee. 

2. Messrs. Bandhuji Janardhan and R. N. Mudholker have, from the date 
of the formation of the Fund, given their services voluntarily and unsparingly as 
Secretaries of the Local Central Committee. Their work has been by no means 
light, and they have accomplished their task very satisfactorily. 

3. The report is so full that I need add but little to it, beyond expressing 
the grateful thanks of the Administration for the liberality with which the Cen- 
tral Committee has treated Berar. I may also say, I think, that the allotments 
of the Central Committee have been spent honestly and strictly in accordance 
with the prescribed rules on the four objects to which charitable relief was 
ordered to be applied ; and that there has been no misapplication of the funds 
at our disposal. The value of these allotments towards the relief of the poor 
famine-stricken inhabitants of the Melghat and the wanderers from the Central 
Provinces, and the orphans left by the famine, cannot be overstated. 

4. Of the total allotment of Rl, 1 0,000 more than half was spent in the Mel- 
ghat, and I am convinced that without this contribution many hundreds of the 
poor inhabitants of the Melghat would have perished, and many more would still 
have been destined to beg their bread instead of being enabled to resume their 
normal occupations. 

5. The Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund has enabled many a District 
Officer to step in at the right moment and save lives, provide for orphans and 
restore the famine paupers to a life of usefulness, when they would otherwise 
have succumbed to the pressure of the famine. 

6. The heartfelt thanks of the people of Berar, and the officers who had to 
administer to their needs, are tendered to the Central Committee, and through 
it to the people of England and other countries who have so opportunely come 
to the aid of India in her troubles. 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

F. S. BULLOCK, 

Commissioner , Hyderabad Assigned Districts. 
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No. 644 of i8g8. 


From 

The HONORARY SECRETARIES, 

Famine Charitable Relief Fund, 

Berar, 


To 

The VICE-CHAIRMAN and HONORARY SECRETARY, 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, 

Calcutta. 


Through the Commissioner , Hyderabad 

Assigned Districts, Amraoti. 


Dated Amraoti , the 14th February i8g8. 

With reference to paragraph 8 of your Circular No. X. Q., dated the 16th 
September 1897, we have the honour, by direction of the President of the 
Executive Committee, to submit herewith — 

{a) A statement (Form C) accompanied by expansions D and E showing 
details of Form C by Districts. 

(A) A report (with a 1 tabular statement in Form B attached thereto) 
which deals briefly with the several points referred to in paragraph 
7 of your Circular above quoted, up to 31st October 1897. 

2. With reference to your Circular U. B. of the 7th December 1897, 
we are to state that a sum of 82,500 is due by us to the District Committee 
of Ellichpur, and that the balance with us, excluding the unspent balances 
with the District Committees of Akola and Amraoti, which have not been 
returned yet, is 81,615-9-9. But this sum with the Amraoti and Akola 
balances when received, will almost all be spent in meeting the Ellichpur 
demand, and there will remain little to be remitted to the Central Committee, 
Calcutta. We shall let you know shortly what precise balance has been left 
with us. 

3. As regards the figures of receipts and expenditure from 1st November 
1 897 to 31st January 1898, called for in your Circular X. S., dated the 28th 
January 1898 (received by us on the nth instant), we are to mention that on 
receipt of your telegram dated 8th instant we wired to the several District 
Committees to send us the necessary information with the least delay practicable. 
As soon as we receive it we shall send it to you. 

4. We are to add that in order to avoid further delay, we are sending the 
Report before its adoption by the Members of the Executive Committee, but 
that if any additions or amendments are made by them at their meeting on 
Wednesday next, we shall communicate them to you. 


We have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servants, 

BANDHUJI JANARDAN, 

R. N. MUDHOLKAR, 

Honorary Secretaries, Famine Charitable Relief Fund t Berar, 



Report of the Famine Charitable Relief Fund in the Hyderabad 

Assigned Districts. 


i. Physical conditions of the Province of Berar . — The following extract 
from Hunter’s Imperial Gazetteer of India correctly represents, in general 
terms, the physical conditions of the Province of Berar : — 


: The Province of Berar 


* These districts 
as shown below : — 

District. 


Amraoti . 


are sub-divided into taluks 


8 


Akola 


Ellichpur 


Buldana 


Wun 


1 

2 

I 3 

' 4 . 

'. 5 


Basiin 


Taluks. 

Amraoti. 
Morsi. 
Chandur. 
Murtizapur. 
Akola. 
Akote. 
Balapur. 
Khamgaon. 
Jalgaon. 
Ellichpur. 
Daryapur. 
Melghat. 
Mulkapur. 
Chikhli. 
Mehkar. 

1. Yeotmal. 

2. Wun. 

3. Kelapur. 

4. Darwa. 

1. Kasim. 

2. Margrul. 

3. Pusad. 


comprises the six districts of Akola, Buldana, 
“ Basim, Amraoti, Ellichpur, and Wun.* 
“ It is bounded on the north and east by 
“ the Central Provinces, on the south by 
“ the Nizam’s Dominions, and on the 
“west by the Bombay Presidency. 
“ Berar is in the main, a broad valley, 
“running east and west, lying between 
" the Satpura range on the north and 
“the Ajanta range on the south. The 
“ real strength of the province is found 
“ in the valley at the base of the Satpura. 
“ This valley is watered or drained, as 
“ the case may be, by the Puma (an 
“ affluent of the Tapti) and a perfect 
“ network of streams descending into the 


“ main river, both from the hills in the 
“ north and from the hills in the south. 
“ Its soil 


is one vast superstratum of 
“ black loam overlying trap and basalt. 
“Its rainfall is regular and copious ; its 
“area is now almost entirely cultivated, 
" nearly the whole surface being covered over at harvest time by a sheet of 
“ crops. Its population is dense, and consists of Kunbis and other hardy and 
“ industrious agricultural castes. It is traversed from the west to east for 
“ the greater part of its breadth by the railway from Nagpur to Bhusawal and 
“ Bombay. It possesses one of the richest and most extensive cotton-fields in 
“ India and several cotton marts of the first rank. Its other products, especially 
“ millets and oil-seeds, are also excellent. Altogether, it is one of the most 
“ promising regions in India, and in respect to natural and material advantages, 
“ it surpasses any tract in either the Central Provinces or the Deccan. 

“The area of Berar may be reckoned at a little more than 17,700 square 
“ miles. Its length from east to west is about 150 miles, and its breadth averages 
11 144 miles. The principal rivers are the Tapti, the Purna, the Wardha, and 
“ the Penganga or Pranhita. The Tapti is the only river of the first class, but 
“ the Wardha is by far the most important as commanding the drainage and 
“ irrigation. 

“ The climate differs very little from that of the Deccan generally, except 
“that in the valley the hot weather is sometimes exceptionally severe. It 
“ sets in early, for the freshness of the short cold season disappears with the 
“ crops, when the ground has been laid bare by carrying the harvest ; but the 
“heat does not much increase until the end of March. From the 1st of May 
“ until the rains set in, about the middle of June, the sun is very powerful, though 
“ its effect is not intensified by the scorching winds of Upper India. The nights 
“ are comparatively cool throughout, probably because the direct rays of the 
“ sun have their influence counteracted by the retentiveriess of moisture peculiar 
“ to the black soil, and by the evaporation which is always going on. During 
“ the rains, the air is moist and cool.” 

2. Nature and relative importance of the crops grown.— tOf the entire area 
under cultivation the proportion per cent* allotted to each of he principal crops 
during the years 1895*96 and 1896-97 was as follows:— 

1895-96. 

Jowari (great millet) 

Cotton 

Wheat . . • 

Gram • • 


Linseed 


37* 1 

30-0 

ii'i 

3 -o 

7'4 


1896-97. 
39-2 
36-0 
6 ’ 2 
3'i 
3*4 
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3. Economic condition of the people . — As will be seen from the table given 
in the next section, the population of Berar consists chiefly of agriculturists and 
agricultural labourers. Indigenous industries there are few. The chief trade cf 
Berar with outside is in cotton and, in a much less degree, in wheat and linseed. 
The bulk of the cotton grown in the Province is taken to Bombay for consump- 
tion in the local mills there, or for export to Europe. There is one spinning and 
weaving mill at Badnera, and there are a number of ginning factories and cotton 
presses doing a flourishing business not only in important trade centres like 
Amraoti, Khamgaon, and Akola but even in remote and out of the way places 
like Chikhli, Barud and Anjangaon-Surji. With all this, however, the popula- 
tion of Berar is mainly dependent on land. The soil is one of the richest and 
most fertile in India, and one would certainly expect great advance in material 
prosperity of the bulk of the population. It is undeniable that such an advance 
did take place in the earlier period of the British administration. It is equally 
undeniable that a grea.t deterioration in the condition of the agricultural popu- 
lation has taken place during the last 15 or 20 years. Why this deterioration 
should have taken place, how far it is due to natural causes, how far to any 
faults in the people themselves and in their manners and customs, how far to 
revenue system and the operation of Civil Laws and the Civil Courts, are 
matters which lie outside the scope of this report. But the fact remains that the 
Berar Kunbi is not what he was before, that he is fast losing the independent 
position that he held at one time, that his indebtedness is increasing , and that 
a very great portion of the land is passing from the cultivating classes to the 
money-lending and other non-cultivating classes. 

4. Chief occupation of the people. — The population of Berar, according to 
the census of 1SS1, is 2,897,491. The distribution of the population by occupa- 
tion is shown in the following table of percentages : — 

Class. 

A. — Government 

B. — Pasture and agriculture .... 

C. — Personal services ..... 

D. — Preparation and supply of material substances 

E. — Commerce, transport and storage , . 

F. ~ Profession ...... 

G. — Indefinite and independent . . . 


loo'o 


3-05 

6976 

2-50 

13-88 

2-84 

1-38 

6*59 


It will be seen from the above table that nearly three-fourths of the popu- 
lation belong to the class denominated " Pasture and agriculture, ” a class 
which consists chiefly of people having interest in land and those engaged in 
agricultural labour. 

Writing on this subject in his report on the famine in Berar, the Commis- 
sioner, Hyderabad Assigned Districts, says : — 

“ The population of Berar is almost entirely agricultural — whether as occu- 
cc pants of land, or tenants of land, or farm servants, or agricultural labourers, by 
“far the largest proportion of the total population is connected with agriculture. 
“The towns in Berar are small but chiefly devoted to the cdtton trade. In 
“ almost every district there are several steam cotton presses and ginning factories, 
“and the cotton industry is the chief feature of the Province, depending as it 
“ does on the cultivation of cotton. The various districts differ, however, accord- 
ing to their density of population in the degree of indebtedness or independence 
“of the agricultural units. 

“In the thickly populated parts of Amraoti, Akola, and Ellichpur, the 
“occupier of land often is really the labourer, and the land is pledged to the 
“ money-lender; while in Basim, VVun and Buldana the occupant of land-is/more 
(( independent and is really better off. 
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“Th following figures give some idea of the proportion of the agricultural 
“labouring classes in each district, and the percentage of those really interested 
“in agriculture to the total population: — 


District. 

Population. 

Land occu- 
pants not 
cultivating. 

Land occu- 
pants culiva- 
tiog. 

Tenants 

cultivating. 

Farm 

servants. 

Field 

labourers. 

Percentage 
of Col. 7 
to Col. a. 

Percentage 
cf Cols. 4 , 5, 

6, 7 to CqL a. 

. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Amraoti . 

655.645 

3,994 

132,924 

41,808 

27,027 

246,505 

37'5 

68-3 

Akola 

574.782 

2,360 

145U24 

60,009 

10.775 

169,010 

29'4 

66-9 

Ellichpur 

3iS.79 s 

1,348 

68,366 

25.294 

8,817 

95.723 

3°'3 

62 7 

Buldana 

481,021 

476 

129,650 

74.885 

8,103 

112,315 

233 

675 

Wun 

471.613 

2,021 

7S. 0 46 

64,642 

46,497 

154,846 

32-8 

72-3 

Basim 

£ 

398,181 

768 

9W575 

77,227 

7.374 

99,641 

25’ 

6g'2 


2,897,040 

10,967 

642,685 

343.865 

108,593 

878,040 

30 - 3 

68' 1 


“ It will be seen that the proportion of the population interested in land as 
“agriculturists and labourers to the total population is no less than 68 per cent., 
“varying from 72*3 in Wun, to 62*7 in Ellichpur; while the field labourers are 37 
“ per cent, of the total population in Amraoti, and 30 per cent, is the average for 
“ Berar ; but looking to the details, it will be seen that the districts of Basim and 
“Buldana show a much smaller proportion of labourers, and the pressure would 
“fall less heavily on these districts than in those in which labourers prevail.” 

5. Special customs. — There is nothing to note under this head. The 
people of Berar, as a rule, do not leave their homes every year for a time for 
employment elsewhere. 

With regard to the people of the Melghat, the Commissioner, Hyderabad 
Assigned Districts, writes as follows 

“This taluk lies to the north of Berar. It is bounded on the north by a 
« portion of the Betul district in the Central Provinces, and is separated by the 
"river Tapliiram Nimar ; on the west by Betul, and on the east by Nimar and 
« the river Tapti. Its area is about 1,650 square miles, and it is simply a section 
“of the Satpura Tange of hills. 

“The surface is rugged and hilly, rising to a ridge which attains a height of 
“ 3,800 feet and runs from east to west along the southern border with a succes- 
“ sion of ridges and plateaus, with slopes to the valley of the Tapti on the north 
“and east side. This large tract of country is populated chiefly by Korkus and 
“ Gonds, indigenous tribes, who live by wood and grass-cutting, and collecting 
“forest produce. The population at the last census was about 47,000. It con- 
« sists ot the poorest and most degraded classes, who live from hand to mouth, 
“ have no resources, and who hate any work but forest labour. In this taluk 
“ there werepractically no stores of gram, and the people were dependent on the 
« Ellichpur and Akola markets for food-supplies. Their crops failed completely, 
“ and they had neither money nor resources of any kind. The demand for forest 
“ produce, bamboos, and timber fell off ; and from the first it was evident that the 
“ Melghat would be a most anxious charge. The people were quite helpless, 
*' except that by custom and habit they could live on roots and herbs, the flower 
“ of the mowha tree, and such like sustenance, which a more civilized class would 
« have rejected. But, unfortunately, even these natural and indigenous supplies 
"were short owing to the failure of the rains and soon came to an end, and the 
“ people were thrown on the charity of the Government.” 

6 . Area in which there was distress. — High prices having prevailed every- 
where, it may be said that distress to a greater or less extent was felt all over 
the Province, But it was in the Melghat taluk .of the Ellichpur district, and 
in a lar^e portion of the Akola district ; as also in parts of the Buldana district, 
that the pressure of famine was at its highest. In the Melghat taluk, which is 
inhabited by aboriginal tribes, there was a failure of . crops for two years in 
succession, and the people were in the last stage of destitution. In those tracts 
of the Akola and Buldana districts where the distress was most keenly felt, the 
soil is bad and the people are in particularly needy circumstances. . The nature 
and extent of the distress which prevailed in the Province may be judged from 
a comparison of the average prices of food-grains in each month of the famine 
























period, with the average prices in the corresponding month of the two preceding years, as shown in the following table 
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But in this connection the remarks made by the Commissioner, Hyderabad 
Assigned Districts, in his report on the famine in Berar, might appropriately be 
quoted at length as follows : — 

“ As regards the general pressure of the famine, I would divide Berar into 
four tracts : — 

(1) The Hilly tract of the Satpura Hills, north of Ellichpur and Akote, 

“ which constitute the Melghat taluk of the Ellichpur district, in- 
“ habited almost entirely by Korkus, Gonds and other tribes of the 
“ poorest and least civilized classes, who depend for their daily food 
“ on fitful labour in the forests and natural products, who had no 
“ resources and no stocks. Here the famine was real. 

(2) The two plains taluks of Ellichpur, and the Amraoti and Wun 

“ districts, corresponding to East Berar, where the crops were fair, 
“ stocks good, but prices high. Here there was distress from high 
“ prices. 

(3) The Akola district and the Malkapur taluk of the Buldana district. 

“ The failure of the rains and of the crops was most complete, the 
“ stocks were low, the condition of the people bad, and prices very 
“high. This tract suffered most after the Melghat, and there was 
“ famine both of food and prices. 

(4) The uplands of Berar formed by the Basim district and the Mehkar 

“and Chikhli taluks of Buldana, where the rains failed and the 
“ crops suffered badly, and there would have been more distress 
“ but for the fact that they are agricultural districts with fewer 
“ labourers, and there was a fairly good crop in the adjoining dis- 
(t tricts of the dominions of His Highness the Nizam.” 

7. Nature and extent of the failure of the harvest of iSgb-gf. — The follow- 
ing table shows the estimated outturn per acre during 1896*97, as compared 
with the statistics of the three preceding years : — 
















These estimates are not very reliable, but they suffice to show that there was 
a general failure of the harvests during 1896*97. 

In his report on the famines in Berar, the Commissioner, Hyderabad As* 
sigend Districts, writes on the subject as follows : — 

“ The season of 1895-96 in Berar from an agriculturist’s point of view was 
“ very favourable. The cotton crop was an exceptionally heavy one, and though 
“ prices of cotton were not very good, still the remarkably large outturn had 
“ brought unusual prosperity to all occupants of land, and it was notorions that 
“ debts had been paid to a great extent, and that people were in a very pros* 
“ perous condition at the beginning of the year 1896. The jowari crop was, per* 
“ haps, not more than an average one, and in the Akola and Melghat district, 
“ where there was too little rain and light soil, it was below the average ; but on 
“ the whole up to June 1896 the condition of the people in Berar may be des- 
“ cribed as exceptionally good. When, therefore, the rains of 1896 set in as 
“usual, and after a short break, continued perhaps more favourably than usual, 
" cultivation of both jawari and cotton began on a very extensive scale, and by 
“the beginning of August everything pointed to a bumper crop of jowari and 
“ cotton. The rains continued to fall heavily, and there was no suspicion of a 
lf failure. But suddenly and inexplicably the rains ceased about the 25th of August; 
“from that date there was practically no good rain in Berar till the following June. 
“ Throughout the months of September and October rain was anxiously looked 
“ for in vain, and the crops gradually dried up, first in the light and stony soils 
“ but eventually to a more or less extent in the rich black soil of the valleys. 

“ The failure of the kharif, however, was by no means general, for in some 
“good villages where there was deep black soil which retained moisture, it is won- 
“ derful how good the outturn eventually was, Generally speaking, it may be said 
“ that the crops in the Wun district, the Ellichpur district, except in the 
“ Melghat taluk, and in the three Eastern taluks of the Amraoti district were 
“ fair though below the average, but both cotton and jowari gave sufficient to 
“ provide amply for the population. In the two Northern taluks of Akola, 
“ Akote and Jalgaon, there was also a fair crop though not quite so good as in 
“ Ellichpur. But all the rest of Berar suffered very heavily from the sudden 
“ cessation of the rains, and three taluks of the Akola district, and Malkapur in 
“ the Buldana district, were perhaps the most complete failure in the kharif, 
“ though Basim and the Southern taluks of Buldana also had a very poor harvest. 
“ But unluckily the trouble did not end here because by the time the sowing of 
“the rabi crop ought to have commenced, the land was hard and dry, and the 
“wheat, linseed and gram failed to germinate, and then slight and partial showers 
“ that fell in November scarcely sufficed to moisten the soil, except in parts of 
“ Amraoti and Ellichpur. 

“ The greater part of Berar depends on the cotton and jowari crop, and 
“strange to say the cotton crop seems to thrive with a very small amount of rain, 
“and on the whole the outturn of cotton was fair though well below the average. 
“The jowari crop varied from 10 annas in the best taluks to 2 and 3 annas in the 
" worst. But the rabi crops may, I think, be described as a total failure. The 
“ Mehlcar taluk in the Buldana district has usually a very large area under 
“ wheat and gram, but last year the greater part of the land reserved for the rabi 
“was not even sown, and what was sown produced but little. Similarly, in 
“ Basim and Chikhii, the results were even worse, and in the plains taluks of the 
“Berar Valley there was a very small area sown and little or nothing produced 
" in the majority of cases, but perhaps the most complete failure was in the 
“Melghat taluk of the Ellichpur district,” 

8, Organisation of Charitable Relief Before the formation of the Indian 
Famine Fund, charitable relief was being administered by the wealthier classes 
in almost every district of Berar. At Amraoti a poor-house was opened on the 
5th December 1896 and was kept open up to the 31st October 1897. The 
number fed at this institution daily ranged from 150, when it was newly 
opened, to 2,500, when distress was at its highest. The institution was managed 
by a Committee of influential gentlemen, and subscriptions, amounting to over 
R8,ooo, were collected for its maintenance. The total number of persons 
relieved at the Amraoti poor-house is said to have reached 241,294. At Murtiza- 
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pur in the same district a poor-house was opened on the 4th of January, for which 
subscriptions, amounting to nearly R5,ooo, were collected The number of per- 
sons relieved is reported to have been 166,453. In addition to the two poor- 
houses mentioned above, charitable relief was being administered by many 
benevolent native gentlemen in several other important centres of the district. 

The table below gives particulars of the charitable relief afforded in the 
Hyderabad Assigned Districts : — 


Name of town or 
village. 


Nature of relief given. Number relieved. 


Names of the principal benefactors 
and helpers. 


Amraoti District . 


Amraoti 


Poor-house at which 
cooked food was 
distributed daily. 


241,294 Mr. F. S. Bullock, Commis- 
sioner, Hyderabad Assigned 
Districts, Mr. A. Lucas, 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Amraoti, Mr. A. Elliott, 
Civil and Sessions Judge, 
Hyderabad Assigned Dis- 
tricts, Bank of Bombay, Rao 
Saheb' Rambilas, Dr. R. N. 
Mudholker, Messrs. R. N. 
Mudholker, M. V. Joshi, 
Pleaders, Mr. B. J. Chaobal, 
Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioner, and Mr. Narayan 
| Singh Babutsirig, Tahsildar. 


Murtizapur , Poor-house at which 
cooked and uncooked 
food was distributed 
daily. 


166,453 


Karinja 

Januna 


Dhanora Fasi 
Ganora 
Chandas . 


Belura 
Rithpur 
Teusa . 


Dhamangaon 

Mozri 

Talegaon Dasesa- 
asrha. 

Teusa . . I 


Daily distribution of From 200 to 250 
cooked food. daily. 


From 50 to 60 
daily. 


Messrs. Mulji Jetha and Co., 
and Mr. Dorabji Cowasji, 
Special Magistrate. 

Messrs. Mulji Jetha and Co. 

Ditto. 

Deorao Champutrao. 

Bhagwanji Vishnaji Patel. 
Sonaji Patel. 

Anandrao Tukaram Desh- 
mukh. 

Shivaram Vasudeo Patwari. 


Ramrao Patel. 

Ganeshdas 

Saiikar. 


Kundanmal 


Poor-house for distri- From 170 to 190 
button of cooked daily, 
food. J 


Hiralal Ramgopal. 
Chandrabhan Raoji Patel. 

Khajulal Rampratab. 

' 

Ganeshdas Kundanmul and 
Hiralal Ramgopal. 
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Name of town or . , 

village. Nature of relief given. Number relieved. Names of the principal benefactors 

and helpers. 

Akola District. 

No information supplied. 

Ellichpur District . 

is. Ci,il ^Etr ot 2 '° 82 


Ellichpur Civil 
Station. 

Ellichpur C ity 

Chandur Bazaar . 

Anjangaon 

Daryapur . 


Malkapur . > 

Nandura . 
Pimpalgaon Raj 
Mehkar 
Fatehkherda 
Dongaon . 


Janephal 

Lonar 

Lonigowli 

Ghatbori 


Dewalgaon Sakir 
sha. 

Chikhli . , 


Denegaon Raja 
Buldana 


i Daily distribution . , 

f of cooked food. s ^ a ^ et ^ 


Buldana District, 


Cheap grain shops . Not given 


Daily distribution of Ditto 
cooked food. 


Cheap grain shop . Ditto 


Wun District. 

No information supplied. 


Wealthy merchants and 
others, names not given. 


Captain R. p. Colomb, 
Deputy Commissioner 
Khan Bahadur Nawab 
Salla Mulla Khan, Khaja 
Abdul Baki Khan, Vishnusa 
Balkrishnasa, Wamon 
Renko, Sakharam Appa. 
and others. 


. Rampratap Ramnarayen and 
Gopalsa Krishnasa, 

. Balaji’s Temple. 

. Captain R. P. Colomb, Deputy 
Commissioner, Khan Baha- 
dur Muhamad Salamulla 
Khan, and others. 


Basim 

Pusad 

Mangrul 


Basim District. - 


Cheap grain shops Not stated . Not stated. 
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In pursuance of instructions received from the Resident at Hyderabad, a 
public meeting was held at Amraoti.on the 12th March 1897 to consider what 
steps should be taken to organize charitable relief in this Province. The 
meeting was presided overby Mr. F. S. Bullock, I.C.S., Commissioner, Hydera- 
bad Assigned Districts. 

A subscription list was opened, and Ri2,i42 were subscribed on the spot:. 
A strong Provincial Committee was then formed with power to add to their 
number, and we were appointed Honorary Secretaries. This Committee at its 
first meeting held on the 15th of March 1897, appointed an Executive Com- 

1. Mr. F. S. Bullock, i.c.s., c.i.e., Commissioner, mittee consisting of eight gentlemen to 

Hyderabad Assigned Districts. 

2. „ A. Lucas, i.c.s.. Deputy Commissioner, 

Amraoti. 

3. „ G. S. Khaparde, b.a., ll.b., High Court 

Pleader. 

4. „ R. B. Talwalkar, Head Master, Amraoti High 

School. 

M. V. Joshi, b.a., l.i.b., High Court Pleader. 

F. W. Prideaux, Deputy Commissioner, Akola. 

R. N. Mudholkar, b.a., l.l.b., HighJ >,3 
Court Pleader. j «'C 

Bandhuji Janardhan Chowbal, Civil }■ o ■§ 

Judge, Amraoti. | 0 b 

J ® t /5 _ 

administering relief according to the instructions of the Government of India 
under the direction and supervision of the Provincial Executive Committee. 

The Executive Committee used to meet every week when the distress was 
acute, 'but subsequently it met only when there was any business of importance 
to be transacted. The Executive Committee held 1 6 meetings in all up to the 
end of October. But on several occasions the opinions of the members were 
obtained by circulating papers with the suggestions of the President or of the 
Secretaries. 


work out and manage the Fund ; with 
Messrs. R. N. Mudholkar and Bhan- 
duji Janardan as Honorary Secretar. 
ies to carry out the object of the Fund. 
The Agent of the Amraoti Branch of 
the Bank of Bombay was appointed 
Honorary Treasurer. The Deputy 
Commissioners were requested to 
form District and Local Committees 
for collecting subscriptions and 


There was no separate District Committee for the Amraoti District, as it was 
arranged that the business should be managed by the Executive Members of the 
Central Committee. In this district each taluk was divided into a certain 
number of relief circles, and the business connected with each circle was entrusted 
to a Sub.-Committee, of which the Tahsildar was Chairman. At Amraoti itself 
a separate Sub Committee was appointed for the sole purpose of supervising, the 
working of a cheap grain shop. Relief was also distributed in the district- 
through the agency of the district Forest Officer and the Hospital Assistants 
in charge of outlying Charitable Dispensaries, All the Sub-Cjommittees com- 
menced the work of giving relief on or about the 15th April 1897. 

At Akola a District Committee consisting of the following members was 
formed on the 18th March 1897 and 10 Sub-Committees were appointed to 
administer relief throughout the district : — 

Mr. F. W. A. Prideaux, Deputy Commissioner. 

„ R. Galloway, District Superintendent of Police, 

,, Sheik Muhamad Ismail, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 

„ Edulji Sanjana, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 

RAO SaHEB DeOROO VlNAYEK. 

Mr. D. G. Patwardhan. 

„ D. V. Bhagwat. 

„ L. G. Deshpande, Tahsildar. 

., Salim Khan. 

„ Prayagji, of Messrs. Mulji Jetha. 

„ Jaikrishna Bagaji. 

„ Pandurang Bapuji. 

„ Deorao Jaikrishna. 

„ V. A. Kane, Tahsildar. 

„ Gaboo Sing. 

„ Ghulam Husen. 

„ Nuruddin Kazi. 

„ Maruti Naik. 

„ Kisan Dayal. 

„ Abdul Kudus, Tahsildar. 

„ Papatlal Parashram. 

„ Nyamat Khan. 

„ Sakharam Jaikrishna, 

Madhorao Aunarao, Tahsildar. 


Mr, Amrit Gopal. 

„ Renukaoas of Tunki. 

„ Gopal Ganesh 
„ Sitaram Patel. 

Lieutentant D. O. Morris, Assistant Commissioner. 

Mr. Hitchens. 

„ Narayen Kadtaji. 

„ Annaji Kesheo. 

„ SlIABAZ Khan, Tahsildar. 

„ Khan Bahadur Bhole Khan. 

Kesheo Ghanasham. 

Mr. Abbaru. 

„ Hukum Chand. 

At EUichpur the Deputy Commissioner convened a meeting on the 2Sth 
March 1897, at which a resolution was passed appointing a District Committee 
consisting of the following members : — 

Mr. H. GODWIN-AUSTEN, Deputy Commissioner. 

Reverend A. MOller. 

Mr. B. Clay, Assistant Commissioner. 

„ R. MacGill, District Superintendent of Police, 

„ P. Govindraj, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 

,, Saved Amjad Husain, 

„ Mahomed Azimudin. 

„ Mahomed Abdul Bari 
„ Ahmed Ali, Jagirdar. 

„ Raghupat 1-Iamvantrao. 

„ Vyankatrao Hanmantrao. 

„ Purushottam Bhagwantrao. 

„ Krishnaji Anant. 

„ Mamadaji Deshmukh. 

„ Bhagwantrao Shankerrao. 

„ Narayen Pandurang JOSHl, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 

„ Bapu Mahadeo Pendse. 

„ Narain Ramchandra Gadhikar. 

„ Wasudeo Krishna Dange. 

„ Drake. 

„ PlTKE, 

„ YeshwantraO Kale. 

,, Ashmutulla. 

„ Aniaji Patel. 

„ Tukaram Deshmukh. 

„ Tukaram Patel. 

„ Shrikison Chagolal. 

„ Shiwdas Basantrai. 

„ Motiram Sadoram. 

„ Madhorao Lalaji. 

„ Balaji Sadashio. 

„ Udebhan Patel. 

„ Rajaram Vithoba. 

„ Riasatalli, Jagirdar. 

„ Girdarilal. 

Nawab Daood Khan. 

Mr. J. C. Watcha. 

„ Balax Ladhuram. 

A Sub-Committee was appointed for each of the Taluks of Ellichpur and 
Daryapur which were parcelled out into 26 Relief Circles, each circle being 
placed in charge of a Village Committee working under the Sub-Committee. 

The administration of the Charitable Relief Fund in the Melgbat was solely 
entrusted to Mr. C. Bagshawe, Conservator of Forests, Hyderabad Assigned 
Districts. There were 33 relief centres, each centre being in charge of a Forest 
Subordinate. 

In the Buldana District the District Committee which came into existence 
on or about the 1st April 1897 was composed of the following members 

Captain R. P. Colomb, Deputy Commissioner. 

LtEUTENANT T« C. PLOWDEN, Assistant Commissioner. 

Khan Bahadur Nawab Salamulla Khan. 

Mr. M. S. Bapat. 

„ Amrit Waman Dalal. 

„ SAKHARAMAPPA of Sakhli. 

„ Khwaja Abdul Baki Khan. 
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In pursuance of instructions received from the Resident at Hyderabad, a 
public meeting was held at Amraoti. on the 12th March 1897 to consider what 
steps should be taken to organize charitable relief in this Province. The 
meeting was presided over by Mr. F. S. Bullock, I.C.S., Commissioner, Hydera- 
bad Assigned Districts. 

A subscription list was opened, and £12,142 were subscribed on the spot. 
A strong Provincial Committee was then formed with power to add to their 
number, and we were appointed Honorary Secretaries. This Committee at its 
first meeting held on the 15th of March 1897, appointed an Executive Com- 
1 . Mr. F. S. Bullock, i.c.s.. c.i.e.. Commissioner, mittee consisting of eight gentlemen to 

work out and manage the Fund ; with 
Messrs. R. N. Mudholkar and Bhan- 
duji Janardan as Honorary Secretar. 
ies to carry out the object of the Fund. 
The Agent of the Amraoti Branch of 
the Bank of Bombay was appointed 
Honorary Treasurer. The Deputy 
Commissioners were requested to 
form District and Local Committees 
for collecting subscriptions and 
administering relief according to the instructions of the Government of India 
under the direction and supervision of the Provincial Executive Committee. 

The Executive Committee used to meet every week when the distress was 
acute, 'but subsequently it met only when there was any business of importance 
to be transacted. The Executive Committee held 16 meetings in all up to the 
end of October. But on several occasions the opinions of the members were 
obtained by circulating papers with the suggestions of the President or of the 
Secretaries. 


5 - 

6 . 

7 - 

8 . 


Hyderabad Assigned Districts. 

A. Lucas, x.c.s.. Deputy Commissioner, 
Amraoti. 

G. S. Khaparde, b.a., ll.b., High Court 
Pleader. 

R. B. Talwalkar, Head Master, Amraoti High 
School. 

M. V.-Joshi, b.a . 1 l.l.b., High Court Pleader. 
F. W. Prideaux, Deputy Commissioner, Akola. 
R. N. Mudholkar, b.a., l.l.b., Higlf) >,« 
Court Pleader. | Sm 

Bandhuji Janardhan Chowbal, Civil V ° § 
Judge, Amraoti. | § b 


There was no separate District Committee for the Amraoti District, as it was 
arranged that the business should be managed by the Executive Members of the 
Central Committee. In this district each taluk was divided into a certain 
number of relief circles, and the business connected with each circle was entrusted 
to a Sub.-Committee, of which the Tahsildar was Chairman. At Amraoti itself 
a separate Sub Committee was appointed for the sole purpose of supervising the 
working of a cheap grain shop. Relief -was also distributed in the district- 
through the agency of the district Forest Officer and the Hospital Assistants 
in charge of outlying Charitable Dispensaries, All the Sub-Committees com- 
menced the work of giving relief on or about the 15th April 1897. 

At Akola a District Committee consisting of the following members was 
formed on the 18th March 1897 and 10 Sub-Committees weire appointed to 
administer relief throughout the district : — 

Mr. F. W. A. Prideaux, Deputy Commissioner. 

„ R. Galloway, District Superintendent of Police. 

,, Sheik Muhamad Ismail, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 

„ Edulji Sanjana, Extra Assistant Commissioner, 

Rao Saheb Deoroo Vinayek. 

Mr. D. G. Patwardhan. ! 

„ D. V. Bhagwat. 

„ L. G. Deshpande, Tahsildar. 

„ Salim Khan. 

„ Prayagji, of Messrs. Mulji Jetha. 

„ JAIKRISHNA BAGAJI. 

„ Pandurang Bapuji. 

„ DEORAO JAIKRISHNA. 

„ V. A. Kane, Tahsildar. 

„ Gaboo Sing. 

„ Ghulam Husen. 

„ Nuruddin Kazi. 

„ Maruti Naik. 

„ Kisan Dayal. 

„ Abdul Kudus, Tahsildar. 

„ Papatlal Parashram. 

„ Nyamat Khan. 

„ SAKHARAM JAIKRISHNA, 

,. Madhorao Aunarao, Tahsildar. 
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Mr. Amrit Gopal. 

„ RENUKADAS of Tunki. 

„ Gopal Ganesh 
„ Sitaram Patel. 

Lieutentant D. 0. Morris, Assistant Commissioner. 

Mr. Hitchens, 

„ Narayen Kadtaji. 

„ Annaji Kesheo. 

„ Shabaz Khan, Tahsildar. 

„ Khan Bahadur Bhole Khan. 

Kesheo Giianasham. 

Mr. Abbaru. 

„ Hukum Chand. 

At Ellichpur the Deputy Commissioner convened a meeting on the 28th 
March 1897, at which a resolution was passed appointing a District Committee 
consisting of the following members : — 


Mr. H. Godwin-Austen, Deputy Commissioner. 

Reverend A. Muller. 

Mr. B. Clay, Assistant Commissioner. 

„ R. MacGill, District Superintendent of Police. 

„ P. Govindraj, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 

„ Saved Amjad Husain. 

„ Mahomed Azimudin. 

„ Mahomed Abdul Bari 
„ AHMED Ali, Jagirdar. 

„ Raghupat Hamvantrao. 

„ Vyankatrao Hanmantrao. 

„ Purushottam Bhagwantrao. 

„ Krishnaji Anant. 

„ Mahadaji Deshmukh. 

„ Bhagwantrao Shankerrao. 

„ Narayen Pandurang JOSHI, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 

„ Bapu Mahadeo Pendse. 

„ Narain Ramchandra Gadhikar. 

„ Wasudeo Krishna Dange. 

„ Drake. 

„ Pitke, 

„ YeshwantraO Kale. 

,, Ashmutulla. 

,, Aniaji Patel. 

„ Tukaram Deshmukh. 

„ Tukaram Patel. 

„ Shrikison Chagolal. 

„ Shiwdas Basantrai. 

„ Motiram Sadoram. 

„ Madhorao Lalaji. 

„ Balaji Sadashio. 

„ Udebhan Patel. 

„ Rajaram Vithoba. 

„ Riasatalli, Jagirdar. 

,. Girdarilal. 

Nawab Daood IChan. 

Mr. J. C. Watcha. 

„ Balax Ladhuram. 

A Sub-Committee was appointed for each of the Taluks of Ellichpur and 
Daryapur which were parcelled out into 26 Relief Circles, each circle being 
placed in charge of a Village Committee working under the Sub-Committee. 

The administration of the Charitable Relief Fund in the Melghat was solely 
entrusted to Mr. C. Bagshawe, Conservator of Forests, Hyderabad Assigned 
Districts. There were 33 relief centres, each centre being in charge of a Forest 
Subordinate. 

In the Buldana District the District Committee which. came into existence 
on or about the 1st April 1897 was composed of the following members : 


Captain R. P. Colomb, Deputy Commissioner. 
Lieutenant T. C. Plowden, Assistant Commissioner. 
Khan Bahadur Nawab Salamulla Khan. 

Mr. M. S. Bapat. 

„ Amrit VVaman Dalal. 

„ SAKHARAMAPPA of Sakhli. 

„ IChwaja Abdul Baki Khan. 
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Mr. Wasudeo Balaji of Malkapur. . . 

SAFDAR Ali BEG, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 

” Trimbak Ganesh, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 
n SyED Mahamed, Tehsildar. 

„ MAHOMAD Asafali Khan, Tehsildar.' 

„ Rahimutulla, Tehsildar. 

Four Sub-Committees were appointed, one for each taluk and one for the 


head quarter station of Buldana. 

At a meeting held at Yeotmal on the 27th March 1897 by the Deputy 
Commissioner of the Wun district, a District Committee was formed composed 
of the following members : — 

Captain T. W. Haig, Deputy Commissioner. 

Mr. Haidar Alli, Attache. 

,, H. A. Heath, District Superintendent of Police. 

Dr. O. W. JONES, Civil Surgeon. 

Mr. C. H. PRICE, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 

„ Mansukrai, District Forest Officer. 

„ V. N. KALIKAR, Tahsildar. 

„ Wamon Ganesh. 

„ G. G. Damle. 

„ L. N. Gokhale, Tehsildar. 

„ R. G. Mundle. 

„ S. M. Deo. 

„ N. G. Deshpande. 

„ Hardeo Sukhdeo. 

„ Ramshanker. 

„ R. R. Bapat 1 Secretar ;. s 
„ N. B. Gadre / secretaries. 


For the distribution of relief in the district, ten centres . were established, 
each under the management of a Sub-Committee. The places at which and the 
dates on which these committees came into existence are given below : — 


1. 

2. 

3 - 

4 . 

5 - 

6 . 

7 - 

8 . 

9 - 

10. 


Yeotmal 
Ner 
Wun 
Kelapur 
Digras 
Darwa 
Kalamb 
Kayar 
Yelabara 
Nowargaon 


} 


In the Basim District the District Committee came 


14th April 1897. 
26th May 1897. 

istjune 1897. 

5th July 1897. 
10th July 1897. 

1 2th July 1897. 
13th July 1897. 
15th July 1897. 

into existence 


on 


the 


22nd March 1897 and was composed of the following members : — 


The Deputy Commissioner 

The Tahsildars of Basim, > Ex-officio Members. 

Pusad and Mangrul. 3 
Messrs. E. Marshall, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 

„ K. S. J attar, Attach^. 

„ J. R. Edwards, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 
,, Mir Anwar Ali, Extra Assistant Commissioner. 
„ Yeshwantra Wamon. 

„ Sheshrao Ragunath. 

„ ■ Pandurang Vinayek. 

„ Vinayek Vishnu. 

„ Sheonath Dhanraj. 

„ Shaolal Badrinarayen. 


On the 19th August 1897 Mr. Yeshwantrao, who was already a member, was 
appointed a Joint Secretary with Mr. Sheshrao, and Mr. H. Charles was made a 
member and appointed auditor of the accounts. 

The Committee was assisted by three Sub-Committees one for each taluk, 
all of which were formed shortly after it was constituted. The distribution of 
charitable relief was also entrusted to the special Civil officers in charge :of 
famine relief works, the District Forest Officer, and the Hospital Assistants in 
charge of outlying charitable dispensaries. . ' 

The chief section of the agency employed to administer relief from the' 
Charitable Relief Fund was, generally, identical with that employed by Govern- 
ment to carry on jts own relief operations. The district agencies were. all sub- 
ordinate to the District Committee which had the Deputy Commissioner as its 
Chairman, while the District Committees were subordinate to the Provincial Com- 
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imttee, of which the President was the Commissioner of the Hyderabad Assigned 
.Districts. A system of relief agency thus organized was in itself a sufficient 
guarantee that the principles to be observed in administering charitable relief, as 
distinguished from that given by Government, would be adhered to in practice. 
In the Melghat, a tract in which the largest amount of relief was afforded, the 
system adopted is thus described. 

“ The pargana and forest reserves were generally adopted as charitable 
relief units, while the chain of agencies for distribution of relief was as follows : — 

The Deputy Commissioner of Ellichpur and the Conservator of Forests, 
who were in charge of relief operations, framed a rough estimate of the require- 
ments of the Melghat as to seed, etc., and negotiations for purchasing were started. 
Owing to the two years’ failure of crops in the Melghat the supply of seed was 
very limited, either in the taluk or in the adjacent districts of the Central 
Provinces; and the plains of Berar, the east and south-east of the Central 
Provinces, the North-West Provinces and Oudh, and Bombay had to be 
indented on for seed, while plough oxen were procurable in the Central Prov- 
inces and Berar. The Commissioner, Hyderabad Assigned Districts, having 
approved of the proposals, advances were given, and depots for storing and 
issuing were selected in view of convenience as to position and the existence of 
the necessary buildings for storing and of forest subordinates to issue, etc. Mr. 
Williamson, Deputy Conservator of Forests, through his staff of range 
officers, for the forest villages and for villages adjacent to the reserves ; and 
Mr. Bissesar Singh, the Tahsildar, through his patwaris, then drew up prelimin- 
ary lists of cultivators needing seed, etc., which, after check and revision, formed 
the first basis of relief afforded. When ploughing time came, plough cattle 
were issued through Mr. Williamson, Deputy Conservator of Forests, through 
the Tahsildar, or by the Conservator directly. When seed time drew near, 
patwaris and forest range officers, etc,, were provided with memos, of the 
allotments to be made and depots to be drawn on in each circle, and with passes 
to issue to the cultivators (giving name, amount allotted, and depot drawn on), 
and each village was ordered to be visited and passes issued. As soon as issue 
began, the taluk was, as far as possible, quartered by the forest officers, by Mr. 
Clay, Assistant Commissioner, and the Tahsildar, with a view to ensure all 
in need being relieved, and any abuse checked. 

In May 1897 a more detailed scheme for charitable relief was submitted 
to, and approved of by, the Commissioner, Hyderabad Assigned Districts. The 
only considerable additions to previous proposals were the grant of free food to 
cultivators, and the extension of cheap shops which had been already started by 
Government, In connection with this scheme it may be mentioned that it was 
then proposed to afford aid by hiring plough cattle ; this was subsequently 
found to be a wasteful plan, and the number of oxen purchased was increased. 
The purchase of clothing and bedding was included in the scheme, and some 
distressed weavers belonging to the district were thus aided.” 

From the preceding.it will be apparent that, while Government opened relief 
works, afforded special aid in the forests, and gave gratuitous relief to those 
unable to work, the grants of the Charitable Relief Fund were utilized by the 
same agency to afford special relief to cultivators and to carry on cheap food 
shops so that “overlapping” was impossible in the Melghat. 

9. Relief actually given by the Charitable Relief Fund .— The total amount 
received by the Provincial Committee for charitable relief in Berar was 
R 1,97,586-7-5 as follows 

Remittances from the Central Committee from the R. a. f>. 

General Fund . ... 1,10,000 o o 

R. a . p. 

Local subscriptions collected direct- 
ly by or remitted to, the Provincial 1 

Committee _ 6,290 9 3 j 

Subscriptions collected by District £7,186 5 10 

Committees and Sub-Committees 1 

for their own use 80,895 12 7 J 


Miscellaneous . 

• 

• 

• * • 

1,97,186 
. 400 

5 10 

1 7 




Total 

. i, 97»586 

7 5 
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The amount collected by each District Committee from local 
was as follows : — 


subscriptions 
a . p. 


Amraoti 
Akola . 
Ellichpur 
Buldana 
Wun . 
Basim . 


. 25,066 7 o 

, 15,271 0 o 

. 6,627 12 6 

. 20,155 1 6 

7.563 * 3 

. 6,212 6 4 


Total . 80,895 12 7 


Of the amount collected by, or remitted to, the Provincial Committee, a 
sum of 82,865-10-3 was remitted by the Superintendent of the Residency 
Bazaars, Hyderabad, and 83,424-15-0 were collected from subscribers. 

Of the total receipts, amounting, as shown above, to R 1 ,97,586-7-5, the. 
sum actually expended up to the 31st October 1897 amounted to 61,77,363-0-10, 
leaving a closing balance on that date of 820,223-6-7, of which 86,510-12-3 are 
in the'iiands of the Provincial Committee and 813,712-10-4 with the several 
District Committees. 


Of the total expenditure incurred in affording relief in the Hyderabad 
Assigned Districts, the amount expended under each of the four objects specified 
in Enclosure A of the Government of India’s Despatch No. 64, dated the 23rd 
December 1896, was as follows : — 


II. 

III. 

IV. 


Supplementing the assistance given by Govern- 
ment to the aged or infirm, patients in hospital, 
and children, etc., or in doling out cooked or un- 
cooked food where there was no Government 
poor-house . . 

In providing for the maintenance of orphans 
In relieving poor but respectable persons 
In restoring to their original position when acute 
distress was subsiding, those who had lost 
their all in the struggle .... 


7 ? a, p. 


54,658 15 8 

2,966 7 1 o 

50,713 10 4 


67,274 o 10 


Total . 1,75,613 2 8 


In addition to the expenditure on objects of charitable relief, a sum of 
81,749-14-2 was expended on office establishment, telegrams, stationery, etc. Of 
this sum, 8314-13-0 were expended by the Provincial Committee and 81,435-1-2 
by the District and Sub-Committees. 

The expenditure incurred under Object I in each district was as follows: — 

£ a. p K 

. 1 S, 15 1 1 o 

. 811 9 o 

7»94i 6 3 

3,978 10 o 

• 15.633 5 n 

• . 6.479 3 o 

. 1,663 I 2 6 • 


. 54.658 15 8 


In the Amraoti District 42 persons were provided with clothing at a cost of 
818-10-9, a °d 18,216 persons were relieved by the provision of rations and com- 
forts at a cost of 818,057-6-3. A sum of R75 was expended in the Morsi taluk 
in providing shelter for the distribution of cooked food. ' 

In the Akola District clothing was supplied to 279 persons at a cost of 
^3 i1- 9‘°j an fi &5 00 were expended in providing rations and comforts. 




Amraoti 
Akola . 
Ellichpur 
Melghat 
Buldana 
Wun , 
Basim . 


¥ 


Total 
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in providing rations'" andTomfort^^nd ' "the"* ch *l ged 1° Head * Was upended 
been relieved is S)7 1 7 In thTilw H nUmber ° f persons ^ to have 
>ng at a cost of R 1 eL-io-r and P 2,3 j 5 - perso " s ' vere P rovided with cloth- 
>n relieving 45 persons 3 in ’th P V expendlture of Ri7a-i 3 -u was incurred 

provision of milk !„d Mher small Si" °T ‘ ^ 3 n' ^ b >’ t,K 
meriting the Government- /JL • con \ to . rts - The amount expended in supple- 

persons were relieved for 3 i days gratUltous rellef was £202-15-0, whereby 87 
trict Inde^Ob^ecff:-! 16 detai ' ° f ^ expend5ture incurred in the Buldana Dis- 




Amount 

expended. 

Number of persons 
relieved. 

Clothing . , 

: : 

Conveying paupers to poor-houses’ 

Kations and comforts * * 

Miscellaneous 

Provision of comforts in Government poor-houses 
UPP reliIf ntlng the Government dole >n gratuitous 
Payment to released convicts 

Materials for a serai for the poor at Nan’dura ! ! 

Providing meals for children and aged or infirm 
persons . 0 

**•••• 

Total 

R a. p. 

2,378 6 6 
293 15 6 
233 7 7 
246 
5.136 5 10 
505 5 3 
i.59i 6 3 

4,933 7 6 

31 10 0 
464 0 0 

63 1 0 

4,240 

| 4,928 

1,594 

2,000 

IOO 

15,633 5 11 

12,862 


on arrnmv If’ ? istrIct l } e wh 9 le of the amount expended under Object I was 
relieved’ is^oSd * havt a " d the n ^er of persons 

do- ?li h * Dist , rict 97 persons were provided with clothing at a cost of 

ditur °of W6re provided for i )73 5 persons^t an expen- 

sunnTementin^fhe r 1 addl ( t,on t0 this a sum of R8-0-6 was expended in 
month and Bu „ 0V T 1 H nent wa £ e t0 22 persons on relief works for one 
ing to 22 wanderers". 3 d R7 ’ U * 3 Were ex P ended in providing food and cloth- 


The expenditure incurred in each district under Object II was as follows : 



Amount 

expended. 

Number of orphans 
relieved. 



R a. p. 


Amraoti . 

Ellichpur 

Buldana . 

Basim . , . 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• » • % 

875 15 4 
577 6 5 
i,233 8 7 

29 9 6 

1,423 

595 

1,589 

58 


Total 

2,716 7 10 

3,665 

Add— 

Amount remitted to the Missionary Orphan- 
age at Chadderghat, Hyderabad (Deccan) . 

250 0 0 



Total 

2,966 7 10 



* — The number does not represent the actual number of persons relieved (as required by Instruc- 

tion (a) to Form B), but evidently the number of doles given. 
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Under Object III the following sums 
of Berar : — 

Amraoti ... * 

Akola ..... 
Ellichpur .... 

Buldana ..... 
Basim ..... 


were expended in the several disti 


R a . p. 

13,728 15 2 
30,158 t 1 

4>356 4 0 
1,994 12 5 

475 9 8 


Total . 50,713 ro 4 


The details of the expenses incurred in. each district under this head are 
as follows : — 


District, 

Cheat Grain Shots. 

Money doles. 

GlUlJf OK COOKED 
POOD DOLES. 

Ct-QT.JUHU._- 

Total 

Expenditure 

incurred. 

Number 
of families 
relieved. 

Expenditure 

incurred. 



Number 
of familie, 
relieved. 

Expenditure 

incurred. 

Number 
of families 
relieved. 

Expenditure 

incurred. 



R a, p. 


A il. P. 


A* i>. p* 


J! a. p. 

ft a. p 

Amraoti . . * 

s,w 

10,163 4 6 

>94 

1,101 0 9 

1,163 

2.39; 3 s 

135 

O4 13 6 

13.723 '5 3 

Akola 

Not stated 

2,500 0 0 

... 

... 

2,256 

27,633 1 i 

... 

•v 

30, 138 t t 

Ellichpur . . • 

Ditto. 

Sr S 0 

... 

... 

3, '35 

4,274 12 0 

... 

••• 

4.336 4 c 

Buldana . . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

73J 

1.994 12 5 

... 

... 

1,994 13 < 

Basim . . 

... 

... 

1 

I 0 0 

■So 

21S 4 3 

253 

256 5 5 

475 9 S 


Under Object 
follows : — 

Amraoti . 
Akola 
Ellichpur 
Melghat . 
Buldana . 
Wun 

Basim , 


IV the amount expended by each District Committee is as 

R a. p. 

30 o o 

4,085 9 2 

49,535 14 5 

5,588 8 o 

• v • • • • • • •»••••' 

• • 8,034 \ 3 

Total . 67,274 o 10 


In the plain taluks of the Ellichpur District and in the whole of the Wun 
District nothing was expended under this head, while in the Amraoti District the 
expenditure incurred amounted only to R30. 

In the Melghat, where relief of this kind was specially needed, the large 
sum of R49, 435-14-5 was expended, and with regard to this expenditure the 
Conservator of Forests writes as follows : — 

“The main work of the Fund has fallen under head IV. — Recuperative aid 
to cultivators and professional workmen.” 

In the Melghat the land assessment is on the plough, as much land being 
cultivated per plough as can be worked with one pair of oxen. Out of a total 
of 9,114 ploughs, aid was afforded to 4,361 ploughs for the Kharif by the issue 
of about 19 seers per plough. 

In addition, 623 plough oxen were issued, subject to a limited right of 
ownership by cultivators so as to enable us to resume possession of the cattle 
if men fail to. cultivate. . This was very useful in the case of some families, who 
ate the Kharif seed-grain, and some transfers were made in consequence in time, 
to get rabi seed down. 

With the Kharif seed-grain a first issue of jowari for food was made at the 
rate of 20 seers. per plough, sq that large families with 2, 3 or 4 ploughs received 
suitable quantities. This first issue amounted to 90,054 seers. The monsoon 
broke late, and the .first" issue’of seed and food' took' place in July '1897, At the 
end of August and in early September revised lists of aided cultivators were 
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drawn up from the passes of the first issue, the villages were re-grouped so as to 
increase the number of circles, and the help of most of the subordinate forest 
establishment was enlisted to aid patwaris in village-to-village visitation. The 

0 jects were to examine the Kharif cultivation, make a second issue of food 
gram to all who had done well and needed it, and to issue free grazing passes 

or all cattle belonging to aborigines and other poor cultivators, and, finally, to 

try and ascertain where more plough cattle were wanted or seed for the rabi 
crop. 

The issue was completed by about 15th September and passes for 60,265 
seers of grain were issued. The reduced quantity was due to many villages having 
reaped early crops and to some failure to utilize the first grant of seed and food. 
At the end of September and early October there was a second issue of i6r 
plough cattle, this time money payments being made and recipients were bound 
over to show their purchases at a specified centre. In October rabi seed, 13,296 
seers, and a further allotment of food, jowari, 14,500 seers, was issued to about 
532 ploughs. R 700 were given out in advances for seed grain, the loans being 
repayable in May 1898. 

The above comprises all direct agricultural relief afforded up to date. In 
addition 80 plough oxen have been collected and are now in hand which will be 
issued in December — January to Korku cultivators who have cultivated their 
fields and who have only one plough bullock. To meet the cases of many 
Korkus in and near the reserves, the village cart manufacturers were given 
wood free to make carts from July to October; and 44 thus made have been 
purchased and issued to destitute Korkus who export timber, etc. 

The last method of affording relief to be referred to is shops opened for the 
sale of food at a fair rate. Private dealers ran the rates up to 6 seers of 
jowari to the rupee in February — March, and cultivating and labouring classes 
alike suffered. The first arrangements were made by Government through 
banias who undertook to sell at Ellichpur weekly bazaar rates on a mileage 
allowance for carriage. Sales were made under the orders of officers in charge 
of works, or by tickets issued by forest subordinates, which were limited to 

1 paili (2 seers) per person or R 1 of grain per family. The ticket system 
worked very well at Sembodoh, Chunlsheri, Raipur, Koha, and Dharni. 

The banias, however, owing to the approach of the rains, declined to carry on 
sales after 31st May or 10th June- Under contracts with banias 450,880 seers 
of jowari were imported and sold and R 2,07 8 paid by Government for loss on 
sale. 

Fair priced food was a great boon to all, but especially so to Melghat 
exporters_ of. timber. and_bajmboos._ When.combined with reductions in the 
Government rates, it certainly helped to keep many thousands off Government 
direct relief from March to June. In April, May, June, arrangements were made 
for departmentally collecting and storing of food for the rains, and some 496,523 
seers in all were put-in depot at a gross cost of 863,327. Cheap shops 
under Messrs. Windsor and Parkinson were opened in connection with the above 
at Gatang and Duni from April 'onwards. In June, as the banias closed, the 
Fund and Government Depot were opened and sales continued up to October. 
80,084 seers foT 810,723 were used and loss paid by Government. 164,937 
seers for Rs. 20,480 were issued free by the Charitable Relief Fund to cultiva- 
tors, 251,502 seers were sold fot R 28,577, and the loss, 83,546, defrayed by 
the Fund. 

The rates at dep&ts were not varied from week to week. _ From April to 
June, 14 pice a paili of two seers of jowari was fixed. In the rains, 16 pice a 
paili,’ and in October 13 pice was fixed. 

Most of the grain, etc., was stocked in April — June before prices were at 
their highest, and losseslby re-weighment rates, etc., were not high; the result is 
that the loss on sales is moderate, especially when we remember that much 
grain had to be carted 49 miles (and over) beyond Ellichpur. 

The food depdts greatly increased the work of forest subordinates con- 
cerned, but they were an absolute necessity.” 



The following are the details of the expenditure incurred in each of the three remaining districts of Akola, Buldana and Basim : 
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i o. Provincial Committee's work in distributing the funds and supervising 
the work of District Committees. — Funds were distributed to District Committees 
on requisitions which were duly considered at the meetings of the Provincial 
Executive Committee. Generally speaking, there was no interference with the 
working of the District Committees, but owing to the forms of accounts not 
having been properly understood, there was always some difficulty in getting in 
the district accounts (correctly prepared) on due dates. The supervision 
exercised by the Provincial Executive Committee consisted principally of 
communicating to the District Committees the instructions received from time 
to time from the Central Committee at Calcutta ; of seeing, as far as possible, 
that _ those instructions were properly complied with ; of allotting funds’, 
sanctioning expenditure, and examining their accounts. 

With a view to the proper application of funds and the keeping of correct 
accounts, it was arranged that the accounts of the District Committees should 
be audited every month by the Deputy Commissioner’s accountants, and those 
of the Sub-Committees by the Tahsildars or Naib-Tahsildars. It was insisted 
that every sum of expenditure should be supported by a voucher. Under 
instructions from the Central Committee, Calcutta, the accounts of the District 
and Local Committees were also audited in October last by Treasury officers 
of the several districts, 

1 1 . General Remarks. — From the figures given in Form B, it will be observed 
that the relief administered in the Amraoti and Wun Districts took, for the most 
part, the form of doles of cooked or uncooked food. Private charity, which 
poured in with munificent generosity, but of which there is no record in this 
report, invariably assumed this shape. 

This mode of relief is quite in accord with the instincts, traditions and re- 
ligious belief of Hindus and Mahomedans. 

When the distress began to manifest itself and the well-to-do were roused 
to a sense of the situation and the necessity of action, and this happened before 
the Fund was started, the form which commended itself most to them was the 
establishment of poor-houses or kitchens for the destitute, like those at Amraoti 
and Murtizapur. On the opening of the Fund, subscriptions were in some dis- 
tricts given by people on the distinct understanding that the amount given by 
them would be applied in feeding the destitute poor of their own locality. In 
some cases, kitchens for the poor were considered necessary by the District and 
Local Committees themselves because there was no Government poor-house 
near. 

Along with this form of relief another which commended itself most to the 
sense of the donors was the sale of grain at comparatively low rates to the 
deserving poor. This form of relief also was undertaken by the generously 
inclined amongst the public before the operations of this Fund commenced. 

12. Special services rendered by individuals or Sub-Committees. — The 
Executive Committee beg to offer their acknowledgments to the Central Com- 
mittee of the Indian Famine Charitable BeliefFund for the very generous help 
which they have given to the poor of this province. On behalf of our Com- 
mittee we also beg to tender our heartfelt thanks to the people of Great Britain 
and Ireland and of the other parts of Europe and of America and of the British 
Colonies for the generous assistance rendered by them. To the District and 
Sub-Committees, their Chairmen and their energetic Secretaries, and to the sub- 
scribers to this Fund, the acknowledgments of the Executive Committee have 
to be made with equally heartfelt sincerity. The Executive Committee and the 
general public feel that but for the assistance which Government and the gen- 
erous public in India, England and other countries afforded, it would have gone 
exceedingly hard with the afflicted poor of this province. In the trials through 
which this province along with other tracts in India passed, it was some consola- 
tion to see that our fellow brothers both in this and other countries felt sympathy 
with us in our misfortunes. 

We beg to append in a separate list the names of persons who have been 
specially mentioned by the District Officers or the District Committees as 
deserving of special thanks for the pecuniary assistance given by them or the 
work rendered by them 
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The worst affected tract in Berar was the Melghat, and the credit of saving 
the lives of the 50,000. people there belongs to. Mr. Bagshawe, the Conservator 
of Forests of this province. To him in the first degree, and after him to his 
subordinates who worked in hearty and loyal co-operation with him, the thanks 
of the Government, the public and of this. Committee are due for preventing a 

catastrophe in the Melghat. -. .- • ;••• 

Before concluding we wish to place on, record our appreciation of .the work 
done by Mr. K. W. Ozarkar, Clerk of the Executive Committee. He discharged 
his duties with an intelligence and zealousness which . deserve special consider- 
ation, and we trust that his abilities, honesty and zeal will receive better recogni- 
tion than what it is in our power to bestow. 


BANDHUJI JANARDHAN, 

R. N. MUDHOLKAR, 

Honorary Secretaries , Fa?nine Charitable Relief Fund , Berar. 
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List of persons 'who have been specially mentioned by the District Officers or District Committees. 


Name. 


Amraoti District. 

All the Local Committees. 

Rao Salieb Rambilas. 

Mr. Bandhuji Janardan. 

„ Narayensingh Babutsingh. 

„ R. N. Mudholkar. 

„ M. V. Joshi. 

The Bank of Bombay. 

Mr. A. Elliott. 

Dr. R. N. Mudholkar. 

Mr. Kunjilal Acharjee, 

„ Dorabji Cowasji. 

Messrs. Moolji Jetha & Co. 
t Mr, Ganeshdas Kundanmal. 

„ Hiralal Ramgopal. 

„ Deorao Champatrao. 

„ Bhagwanji Vislmaji. 

1 „ Sonaji Patel. 

,, Anandrao Tukaram. 

„ Bhagwant Atmaram. 

„ Sheoram Wasudeo. 

„ Ram rao Patel. 

„ Khajulal Rampratab. 

„ V. N. Dandekar. 

A kola District. 

Rao Saheb Deorao Vinayak, Ex-Joint Secretary. 

Mr. Deorao Jaikrishna, Extra Assistant Commissioner, 
Telhara. 

„ Vinayak Appaji Kane, Tahsildar, Akot. 

„ Laxman Gopal Deshpande, Tahsildar, Akola. 

„ Vithal Sadashiv, Naib Tashildar, Khamgaon. 

„ Hari Kukaji, Patel of Shegaon. 

Ginning Factory owners of Akot. 

Mr. Sawatram Rampratap Marwadi. 

„ Vithal Nagoii Kasar of Dahihanda. 

Well-to-do people of Boregaon, Gopal Khed, Nagwa 
and Eranda. 

Mr. Salimkha. 

„ Jaikrishna Bagaji. 

„ Ganoba Raghoba. 

„ Mirza Abas Beg. 

„ Chunnilal Gulabchand. 

„ Hiralal Surajmal. 

„ Daolatram Sheonath. 

„ Raghunathdas Rampratap Marwadi. 

American Missionaries at Akola. 


Ellichpur District. 

Mr. Ganesh Nagesh. 

The Tahsildar, Ellichpur. 

The Tahsildar, Daryapur. 

Mr. Narayan Pandurang. 

„ Bapu Mahadeo, Pleader. 

„ Narayen Ramchandra. 

„ Sadashio Govind Damle. 

„ P. Govind Raj Aya. 

„ MacGill. 

„ J. C. Wacha. 

„ Uttamrao Yeshwantrao. 

„ Shrikisan Choggolal. 


Name. 


Ellichpur District — contd. 

Mr. Amjad Husain. 

„ Purushottamrao Deshpande. 

„ Vakatrao Deshmukh. 

„ Khushalrao Narayenrao. 

„ Rajaram Viteramji. 

„ Rajaram Vithoba. 

„ Ganeshpuri. 
i) Riasatalli Jagirdhar. 

„ Atmaram Sadashio. 

„ Udebhan Bhiwasanji. 

„ Madhorao Lala. 

„ Maiuti Sonaji. 

,> Tukaram Januji. 

» Basantrai Sadashio. 

,j Balaji Sadashio. 

>, Ganesh Gopal. 

), Govind Shioram. 
a Ahmad Alii, 

), Girdharilal. 

» Balwant-Sheshrao. 

„ Jamji Dattaji. 

„ Gopalrao Gore. 

„ Mahadaji Kaodaji. 

The Extra Assistant Commissioner, Daryapur 
The Naib Tahsildar, Daryapur. 

Mr. Bhagwantrao Shankerrao. 

„ Rampratap Marwadi. 

„ Deorao Khushal. 

„ Sheik Daud Khan Mulla. 

„ Narayen Krishna Munshi. 

„ Deorao, Patel of Sanglood, 

„ Kadtaji Narayen. 

„ Sonaji Vithoba. 

„ Raghupat Hanmantrao. 

„ Balasangai. 

„ Hirachand Tarachand. 

„ Yeshwant Narayen. 

„ Deorao Bapuji. 

„ Gos Mahomed. 

„ Ghastu Khan. 

„ Vithoba Patel, 
j, Tukaram Patel. 

,, Maruti Sitaram. 

i, Tukaram Ragoji. 

>, Bhagwantrao Saheb. 

„ Mahaduji Ramji, 
j> Sadashio Sonaji. 

j, Ramji Ragoba. 

„ Patel and Patwari of Ramtirth Circle. 

)i Aniaji Sonaji of Singnapur. 

>, Ganpatrao Marathe. 
n Nagorao Sonaji. 
a Khusalji Rajmalji. 
it Hiralal Ramsukh. 

Melghat Taluk. 

Mr. Prideaux, Deputy Commissioner, Akola. 

„ Kane. 

The Director of Agriculture in the North-Western 
Provinces. 

The Director of Agriculture, Bombay. 

Reverend A, Muller. 


Miss Murray. 

Messrs. Windsor, Parkinson & Shepperd. 

The Mission Orphanage. 

The Leper Asylum. 

Mr. Williamson, Deputy Conservator of Forests, Hyder 
bad Assigned Districts. 

„ S. L. Kenny, Assistant Conservator. 

„ B. Clay, Assistant Commissioner. 

„ Misre Persad, Offg. Extra Assistant Conservator. 

„ Bisseswar Sing, Tahsildar. 

Rao Saheb Rambilas. 

Mr. Lala Mangilal. 

„ Kale Khan, Bania. 

„ Govinda, do. 

„ Hansanali, do. 

„ R. B. Naidu, Hospital Assistant. 

Messrs. Daduji and Babuji of Masondi. 

Mr. Ramji, Patel of Mota and Khel. 

„ Janooji Deshmuk of Kurha. 

„ Shrawanaji, Patel of Anjangaon. 

Mr. Harsing of Upat Khera. 

„ Jagulal of Bahali. 

„ Palucandy, Forest Clerk. 

„ Trimbak Balkrishna, Ranger. 


„ Pandurang Naryan, ditto. 

„ Dhamdheri, ditto. 

„ Krishnaswamy, ditto. 

„ Laxmon Balkrishna, Forester. 
„ Hazari Prasad, ditto. 

„ Mahabirsing, ditto. 

,, Pappannah, ditto. 

„ Chendria, ditto. 

„ Sheoprasad, ditto. 

„ Bhairon, ditto. 


„ Sujatalli, Forest Clerk. 

Buldana District. 

Lieutentant T. C. Plowden. 

Khwaja Abdul Baki Khan. 

Mr. S. M. Chinuriah, Hospital Assistant at Nandura, 

„ Bapusa Tukasa of Mehkar. 

„ Narayensa Babansa. 

„ Govindappa Punjappo of Janephal. 

„ Kasheo Rao Vyankatesli Deshpande of Fatfcek- 
herda. 

„ Ganpati Hiruji, Patel of Loni Gowli. 

„ Rampratap Ramnarayan of Chikhli. 

„ Gopalsa Krishnasa ditto. 

The Balaji Sawansthau. 

Khan Bahadur Nawab Sallamulla Khan, Jagirdar of 
Deulghat. 

Mr. Vishnusa Balkrishnasa of Malkapur. 

„ Sakhar amappa of Sakhli. 


Buldana District — contd. 

Mr. Wamanrao of Buldana. 

„ Safdaralli Beg, Extra Assistant Commission 
Mehkar. - 

„ Sayad Mahomad, Tahsildar , of Chikhli. 

All Local Committees. 

Mr. M. S. Bapat, Pleader of Buldana. ’ 

„ Amrit Wamandalal. ; . 

„ Krishnaji Malhar Paithankar, Secretary. 

„ Ganesh Waman Soman, Pleader, ditto. * 

„ Wasudeo Balaji. 

Khan Bahadur Khaji Badiuddin. 

Mr. Laxmanrao Mabadeo, Naib Tahsildar. 

„ Hamantrao Dada. 

„ Laxman Jaiwant Deshpande. . .. • 

„ Jairam Gangaram. .. 

,, Trimbak Marial, Pleader. 

„ Damodar Hari, Pleader. 

„ Narayanrao Parwatrao, Patel. 

„ Dhondji Kondji, Police Inspector at Malkapur 

„ Chimnaya. 

„ Narayan Prabhakar. 

„ Prakasham, Hospital Assistant, Chikhli. 

, Thumbaswami, ditto, Deulgaon Raja. 

„ Sakharamappa of Sakhli. 
i7 Vishnusa Gopalsa of Chikhli. 

„ Kashinath Daji of Deulgaon Raja. 

„ Gopal Shridhar of Chikli. 

„ Kesheo Wasudeo, 

„ Kashinath Bhicaji, Pleader of Mehkar. 

„ Govind Waman, Clerk, 

Wun District, 

Mr. Khajalal Rampratap, Marwadi. 

„ Bakhtaram Rampratap. - ' 

„ Gangabisan Tansukhrai. 

„ Haradeo Sukdeo, Marwadi. 

„ Martand Anandrao. 

The Tahsildars of Wun, Kelapur, Darwa. 

Mr, V. N. Kalikar, Tahsildar of Yeotmal. 

„ Daji Ramchandra. 

The Buddhist Monks of Ceylon. 

Basim District, 

Mr. Charles. • . _ . 

„ Yeshwantrao Waman, Pleader. 

„ Ramchandra Santo. 

„ Rustomji Faridonji, Chairman of thd District 
Committee. 

The Chairman of the Mangrul Local Committee. 

Mr. K. P. Bhat, Tahsildar. 

The Chairman of the Basim Local Committee. 

Mr. Sher Mahomed Khan, Tahsildar. 
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Name. 


Melghat Taluk — contd. 


Name. 


Amraoti, 

The 1 4th February i8g8 , 


I 


BANDHUJI JANARDAN, 

R. N. MUDHOLKAR, 

Honorary Secretaries , Famine Charitable Relief Fund t Berar. 



FORM B. 



form 


Statement showing details of relief operations from 

Number of persons relieved 


OBJECT I. 

Amraoti. 

Akola. 

Ellichpur. 

A —Clothing, blankets, etc., to persons in receipt op Government 
RELIEF, WHETHER IN POOR-HOUSES, KITCHENS, OR OUTSIDE. 

(t) Numbly of persons to whom articles of clothing or blankets were given : — 

Ntimber of persons. 

(a) the articles being sent from England 

(b) Ditto provided by the Provincial 

Committee ... .... 

(c) The cloth or articles being purchased by the Local 

Committee or Sub-Committees, or by gentlemen 
provided with funds by the Local Committee . 


279 - 

■ -v! 

Total number of persons 



279 


R a. p. 

(i) Expenditure on clothing, blankets, etc., under (c) 
above 


311 9 0 


(2) How much of (1) was spent in purchasing from 
weavers. ....... 



( 3 ) How much from petty shop-keepers . 


81 10 6 


(4) How much in buying from large cloth-dealers . 


229 14 6 


(it) number of persons, if any, to whom money was 
given to enable them to buy clothing 
amount so given 

B.— Other expenditure in poor-houses or kitchens. 

(i) Maintaining poor-houses or kitchens before Government action began, or 
where Government did not maintain them — 

ft a. p. 

(a) Amount spent in building and furnishing poor- 
houses or kitchens 

O 

O 

W) 

C". 

- 


(6) Establishment charges 




(c) Conveying paupers to poor-houses . . 




(d) Rations and comforts ..... 

18,057 6 3 

500 0 0 

7.816 6 3 

(e) Other expenditure (with details) . . 

*18 10 9 


. 

Number of persons to whom clothes were given 

*Cost of clothing 
supplied in the 
Chandur Taluk. 
42 

■ 

»»»••• 

*.<»•« 

Total 

18,151 1 0 

500 0 0 

: 7,816 6 3 

(1) Length of time during which poor-house and 
kitchen was open ....... 

(2) Total number of persons who came to the poor- 
house and kitchen ...... 

6ms. 6 days, (a) 

18,216 


■ ; ■' 

(3) Highest number in poor-house and kitchen on any 
one day 

2,231 


5,717 

(4) Average daily number of inmates . . . 

141 


(Four months 

(**) Provision of “ comforts” in Government poor-houses— 

(a) Cost of milk supply 



returns.) : 

*•««*« . 

0 b ) Purchase of lime juice and other comforts . 



!»•*»» • 

(c) Money distributed for purchase of additional 

food . . . . 

(d) Other expenditrue (with details) . 


*»)«•« 


Total 

Object I carried forward . 

Nil. 



18,151 1 0 

811 9 0 

7,816 6' 3. 















B. 

BERAR 


6 33 


the commencement up to 31st October 1897 . 

printed in antique type. 


Melghat. 

Buldana. 

Wun. 

Basim. 

Total. 

2,315 

4,240 


97 

6,931 

2,315 

4,240 


97 

6,931 

3.602 13 1 

2,378 6 6 


85 0 7 

6,377 13 2 

O 

*4* 

O 

CO 

*750 0 0 



1,600 4 0 

O 

CO 

CO 

CO 

169 2 6 


85 0 7 

374 5 7 

3,714 I I 

1,459 4 0 


• 

4,403 3 7 


293 15 6 



368 15 6 


233 7 7 




233 7 7 


246 


MOII 

246 

01:11 

5436 5 10 

6,479 3 0 

1,548 0 11 

39,537 6 3 


t 5°5 5 3 

MOO 



524 0 0 

••• t»» 


6,171 6 8 

6,479 3 0 

1,548 0 1 1 

40,666 1 10 


(b) 

,1 ... 


6 ms. 6 days. 


4,928 

(d) 2,26,209 


2,56,805 




V ( c ) 





r 1,735 



1,521 

3,090 


6,842 


611 

1,741 

) 

2,493 

37 1 8 





37 1 8 

0 12 3 




0 12 3 


1 

1.549 14 6 



1,549 14 6 

li 35 0 0 

§41 n 9 



176 7 9 

172 13 u 

■ 



1,764 4 2 

3.775 11 0 

10,141 3 5 

6,479 3 0 

1,633 1 6 

48,808 3 2 


Remarks. 


♦ The Mulkapur Committee purchased al! 
clothing from weavers. 


t The expenditure was incurred for purchase 
of utensils, fuel, etc. 


(а) The period varies. The poor-house and 
kitchens were open for 191 days in the 
Amraoti and Morsi Taluks, 1S0 and 177 
days in the Chandur Taluk and 160 ana 
133 days in the Murtizapur Taluk. 

( б ) The Chikhti and Deulgaon-Raja poor- 
houses were open for 5 months and 11 days, 
and Nandurafor 6§ months. 

(c) No kitchen or poor-house was established, 
hence information cannot be given. 


(d) This number does not represent the actual 
number of persons relieved (as required by 
instruction (a) to Form B) but evidently the 
number of doles given. 


J Contingent charges of Poor-house Hospital. 
§ Erection of huts . . .4130 

Pots . . . .513 

Stationery . . . . o 5 3 

Establishment' . . . 22 15 o 

Miscellaneous . . >853 


4 i 7 9 





















Object I brought forward 


Amraoti. 


18,151 I/O- Sir 9° 7, 816 6 V 


Note— 


(1) Length of time during which comforts were 

provided . • • • • • • 

(2) Total number of persons who were provided with 

comforts 

(3) Average daily number supplied— 

C children 

A with milk .< 

(.others ..... 


5 months 


B with other comforts 


C.— Other expenditure on persons in receipt of Government relief 

OUTSIDE POOR-HOUSES. 


(») Supplementing the famine wage on relief works- 
la) Total amount so expended , 

(6) Period during which it was expended . 

[c) Total number of payments made . 

(d) Average number each day— 

A men ..... 

B women ..... 

C children ..... 


R a. p. 


(ii) Supplementing the Government dole in gratuitous relief- 

la) Total amount so expended. . 

( 4 ) Period during which it was expended ...... 

(c) Total number of payments made 

(d) Average number per month or fortnight (according as the dole was 
monthly or fortnightly) of persons whose dole was increased . 

(iii) Providing meals for children or aged and infirm persons about relief 

works- 

la) Total amount so expended ........ 

( 4 ) Period during which it was expended ...... 

(c) Average number for each day— 


A children 


B aged persons 
C infirm persons 


125 o o 

From 16th Aug- 
ust 1897 to 31st 
October 1897. 


Object I carried forward 18,151. 1 o 


811 90 7 i' 94 * <5 3 
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Melghat. 

Buldana. 

Wun. 

Basim. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

3.77S n 0 

10,141 3 S 

<5,479 3 0 

1,633 1 6 

48,808 3 2 


31 days 




6 months 


45 

1,595 



1,960 



321 



321 


45 





45 


1 




3*1 


nm< 


IMIM 

806 

806 





1 month 

1 month 





22 

22 


•!•••* 

»»*««* 

I 1 

Cannot be given 
as information 
of the number 
relieved each 
day is not 
available. 


- 

202 15 0 

4.933 7 6 


•••»•» 

5,261 6 6 


31 days. 

7 months 





87 .. 





87 


Valedictory doles 
to 87 persons. 

2,000 monthly 


»»»••■» 

2,000 



63 1 0 



63 1 0 


»««• 

1 

- 










3,978 10 0 

15.137 11 n 

6479 3 0 

1,641 2 0 

54,140 11 2 

■ . =S= — ===== 


? 
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Nature of expenditure. 

Period of ' 
expenditure. 

Amount of 
expenditure. 

Number of 
persons 
relieved. 



Object I brought forward 

r 


R a. p. 

54,140 n 2 


D —Other relief under heading “ Object I’ —such as assistance to wander- 
ers, sending them to relief works or to their own villages. . Grants made to 
poor people out of relief officers’ imprests. 



' - ' , . 

Amraoti. . 

• • 





Akola . 

• • 





Ellichpur . 

• • 



...... . 


Melghat . 

• 



- »• • 


Buldana . 

• « 

* Payment to convicts . . . . 

2 months 

31 10 0 

100 



Purchase of materials for constructing a serai at Nandura 


464 0 0 

' , . 

Wun • 

• • 

i 


* 


Basim . . 

• ♦ 

Food 

5 months 

'4 15 3 

14 ... 



Clothes 

2 months 

711 3 

8 



Total 

1 

9 months 

5 t 8 4 6 

• 

122 



Total under object I 


54,658 15 8 


OBJECT II.— ORPHANS. 

(*) Expenditure during the famine — 


' 

. 

. . - • 

Number of 
orphans. - 

Buldana . 

* • 

Subsidies to orphanages 

Construction of orphanages 

5 months 1 1 days 

1.233 S 7 

* ' i 

1,589 

Amraoti . 

• • 

Maintenance of orphans in Fund Orphanages (a) 

6 months 4 days 

875 15 4 

1,423 

Ellichpur . 

• • 

Ditto ditto ditto 

From 1st April 
1897 to 31st 
August 1897. 

577 65 

1 

' -I 
1 

595 

iFrom monthly 
returns). 



Conveyance of orphans to their homes .... 

Education of orphans 

Miscellaneous ■ 


t 

j 




Total 


. 2,686 14 4 _ 

3,607 



Object II carried forward 


2,716 7 10 

3,723 


"-s. 


6 37 


Remarks. 


* With regard to this the Honorary Secretary, Buldana, observes in his report thus 

The prevailing scarcity led, as was only natural, to a great increase in petty crime for which the usual punishment awarded was a 
few strokes with the rattan. It was found that many of these criminals had no means to take them to their houses after they had suffered 
their punishment. Also in the Mehkar and Chikh Taluks some of the trying Magistrates were not empowered to inflict the punishment 
of whipping, so they used to forward the accused to the District Magistrate at Buldana. Thus batches of prisoners were brought into 
Buldana at distances of varying from 14 to 40 miles from their homes ; many of these also were without any visible means of subsistence. 
To meet such cases it was decided to allow some of, the Magistrates of the District small advances from the fund to spend in giving 
assistance to these poor petty criminals. The payment was fixed @ U0-2-0 for 12 miles. The first class Magistrates of Mehkar and 
Malkapur and Khan Bahadur Nawab Sallamulla Khan, Special Magistrate of Deulghat, had all advances given them for this purpose. 
In Buldana all the convicts were personally paid by me, their names and the amounts paid them being entered in a register and initialled 
by me. In all 100 persons at a total cost of 831-10*0 were assisted in.this manner. 


(0) Talegaon D 
Chandur 

Amraoti Taluk . 
Murtizapur Taluk 


85 days. 
167 „ 
184 „ 

72 » 


Basim. 


(jj) Number of orphans to whom clothes were given — 
[a) The articles being sent from England . 


(J) The cloth or articles being purchased by the Local Committee or Sub-Committee or by gentlemen provided 
with funds by the Local Committee «*•••• 

Details of expenditure specially upon orphan’s clothing— ‘ * ’ 


29 9 6 
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- Amraoti. 

Akola. 


Object II brought forward 

875 »5 4 


5 77 6 5 

(iii) Relief after the famine— 




(a) Number of orphans already provided for— . . ... 




(b) Brief statement of arrangements made for maintenance till such 
orphans become self-supporting.* 

, 



(c) Sum paid for such arrangements 8 . . . • 



. iiMtl 

* Here note particulars of the number of any orphans already known to 
the District Committee to have been adopted or taken to Charitable 
Orphanages, without any charge to the Fund. 

Total under object II 

OBJECT III. 



' - \ . 

875 IS 4 

Mi • 

577 6 5 




A.— Supply of clothing to respectable poor, not in recbipt of 
Government relief. 

{b) 

125 



(*) Number of persons to whom articles of clothing were given— 

No. of persons. 

(a) The articles being sent from England 


' ’ . • 

( 4 ) Ditto provided by the Provincial Com- 

mittee. 




(c) The cloth or articles being purchased by the 

Local Committee or Sub-Committees, or by 
gentlemen provided with funds by the Local 

Committee. 

125 






Total number of persons 

125 



N a. p. 

Note— 

(i) Expenditure incurred under (c) above . . 

64 13 6 



(2) How much (i) was spent in purchasing from 
weavers 



•:.v 

(3) How much from petty shop-keepers ... 

64 13 6 

,,,,,, , 

"•••••• Vi ' 

(4) How much from large cloth-dealers . 


•*»««• 

• •••#•« 

(a) Amount paid for their labour . . . 

( 4 ) Amount received by sale of the produce . j 

(c) Profit or loss to the Fund .... 


' - - „ 


(»'*') Work given out to be sold by the workers— 




(a) Nature of work given .... 


•••••• 

Mill! 

( 4 ) Number of people supplied with materials . 




' MlMI 

(c) Amount expended ..... 



IIIIH 

C. — Grain or cooked food doles to respectable poor — 




(i) Period during which this relief was given . 

From 191 days 
to 177 days. 

7 Months 

(c) 

Average 2,256 

§ seer to a man 
and i seer to a 
child below 12. 

From 1st July to 
31st Aug. 1897. 

(ii) Number (average, if necessary) of persons in 
receipt of doles. 

(iii) Rate of the doles 

1,162 families . 

(«) 

3,135 (in month* 
ly returns). ; 

| seer. 

(iv) At what intervals given 

24 Hours, 

7 Days. 

Weekly. 

(v) Amount expended ...... 

2/399 3 5 

27,658 1 1 

4,27412 0 

D. — Money doles to respectable poor for purchase of food — 




(i) Period during which this relief was given . 

From 160 days 
to 170 days. 


, 

(ii) Number (average, if necessary) of persons in 
receipt of doles. 

194 families . 


mm 

(iii) Rates of the doles 

R2 for 
adult and Ri 
for children be- 




(iv) At what intervals given 

low 12. 
Monthly , 


. MOM 

(v) Amount expended 

1,101 9 9 


mill. ) . 

Object III carried forward 

3,565 10 8 

27,658 1 1 

_ ’ ’ i 

. 4.374 » 0 ■ 







gETS] 



1.233 8 7 ; 


i seer at Malka- 
pur and 14 02. 
at Chikhli. 

4 days at 
Malkapnrand 7 
days at Chikhli. 

1,994 12 5 



1,994 12 5 


Bnsim. 

Total. 

29 q 6 

L 

2,716 7 to 

! 

i 

• 

1 

j 


29 9 6 j 

2,716 7 10 

i 

i 

t 

1 

1 

253 



378 

253 

37 S 

253 

378 

1 

25 6 5 5 

321 2 II 

256 5 5 

321 2 II 






1 

1 

»••*«« 



From 1st May 



1897 to 31st 
October 1897. 


ISO 

7,465 

Not given at 
fixed rates 


nor at fixed in- 


tervals. 



2iS 4 3 

36,545 1 2 

1 month . 

6 ms. 15 days. 

1 

195 

Ri 

i 

1 0 0 

1,102 9 9 

475 .9 S 

•37,968 13 10 


Remarks. 


Hospital Assistant, Chikhli. The Chikhli 
Committee states that provision for their 
maintenance will be made from the out- 
standing promised subscriptions. 


Taluk only. 


Rates of doles. 


Men , . 1 ft. 2 oz. 4 oz. 4 oz. 

Women . 14 oz. 2 oz. <5 oz. £ oz. 

Children be- 
tween 7 and 
12 years of 

age . . 12 oz. ' 2 oz. i oz. \ oz. 

Children be- 
low 7 years 

of age . 6 oz. 1 oz. {- oz. J oz. 

(6) The Malkapur Committee gave relief for 
4 months and the Chikhli for 5 months. 

(c) The total number relieved according to the 
monthly returns of the Committee to 31st of 
October 1897 is 15 , 793 - 








64° 


Amraoti. 


Akola. 


Eilichpur. I 


Object III brought forward 


3,56510 8 27,658 1 1 1 4,274. 12 o 


-Cheap grain shops— 


(1) Number and localities of grain shops 


(3) Period during which relief was given 


(3) Net amount expended from the Fund during 
that period. 

(4) Excess of privileged rate over market rate (in 
seers or lbs. per rupee). 

(5) Average number of persons relieved during each 

month of the period. 


Total under Object III 


OBJECT IV. 

A.— Provision op employment to professional workmen. 
(1 Work given out to be returned to the Committee— 

(а) N ature of employment assisted . . » 

(б) Number of people supplied with money or 

materials. 

(c) Cost of materials (or money advances) . , 


( d) Quantities of finished products returned by them 

(e) Amount paid for their labour .... 

(/) Amount received by sale of products . . 

11.— Assistance towards rebuilding or repairing of houses. 

(i) Number of people assisted .... 

(ii) Causes of destruction of houses (fire, want, etc) . 


1 Akola ' 


1 Amraoti 

2 Badnera 

3 Kholapur 

4 Thugaon 

5 Bhatkuli 

6 YValgaon 

7 Nandgaon 

Peth. 

8 Sendurjana. 
6 months . 


| 1 Patwada. 

1 2 Eilichpur. 
i 3 Anjangaon. 
I 4 Wanosa. 

! 5 Saryapur 


From 1st. July 
1897 t0 3ist 
August 1897. 


10,163 4 6 2,500 00 81 8 o 


2 seers to 4 seers 


(ni) Amount expended 


C. — Assistance where only MONEY grants have been given by 

PROVISION OP CATTLE, SEED-GRAIN, etc., TO CULTIVATORS — 

(i) 'Number of cultivators assisted— . . . .. 

(ii) (Roughly) how many for purchase or hire of cattle 

alone . . . . 7 . . 

Ditto ditto of seed-grain alone 

Ditto for fodder subsistence of cattle alone . 

Ditto ditto cultivator and family 

alone 


Ditto wages to labourers alone 

Ditto for more than one of the above objects 


'Object IV carried forward” 


Cannot . be as- 
certained. 


;o,i5S 11 4,356 4. 0 













Amraoti. , 


Object IV brought forward 

Notb.— Each head of a family is only counted once even if his gift covers 
various items of expenditure. 

r* a, p . 

(iii) Amount of gifts made 

(iv) (Roughly) how much for purchase of cattle . 

Ditto ditto seed-grain 

Ditto subsistence of cattle 

Ditto ditto cultivator and family 

Ditto wages to labourers . . 

D. — Assistance to Cultivators by grants in kind — 

(i) Cattle— 8 a. p. 

(1) Number of cattle purchased .... 

(2) Price of ditto 

(3) Number of cultivators assisted by grants or loans 

of cattle (estimated) 

(ii) Seed— 

(i) Quantity of seed purchased .... 

(ii) Price of ditto 

(iii) Number of cultivators amongst whom distributed 

E. — Loans recoverable— 

(<j) To agriculturists— 


Amount 


(6) To others— 

Amount 

t 

Note. — State number of persons to whom loon? were given under each head. I 
F. — Other expenditure under heading “Object IV”— 


District. 


Nature of expenditure. 


Period Number 

of Amount of of 

expendi- expenditure, persons 

ture. relieved. 



30 o 0 


30 o o 


Mds. ; Sr. 
696 22 

4.053 9 8 
1,929 


R a. p. 

Akola . Cheap grain to Weavers of Barsi 

Takli Not 31 15 6 Not 

given. 1 given. 

Melghat . Free issue of food for subsistence 

of cultivators till harvest . .192 days 20480 4 8 3,585 

Cheap grain scale. Agriculturist | 
labourers . . . . j 214' 3,546 1 6 16,066 

Buldana . Payments to artizans for purchase 

of implements . . . * Not ■ . 6600 


Total 



30 o o 


4,085 9 2 


385 711 


33A7I 7 5 


95 6 7 


95 6 7 


35,150 9 10 


•Mm 











% 


. 1 Melghat. 

1 

Buldana. 

Wun. 

! Basim. 

J 

I 

] Total. 

Remarks. 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

CO 

28 0 0 



| g 08 0 0 


I 

I S,752 8 o 

5 , t 35 8 0 


6,503 0 0 

14,421 0 0 


1 2,752 S 0 

1 

1,043 0 0 


94 0 0 

3,889 8 0 


f 11T f 

f 

3,768 8 0 


6,335 0 0 

10,133 8 0 


j 




74 0 0 

74 0 0 



324 0 0 



324 0 0 


790 




63 

853 


8,419 14 1 



1,237 13 3 

9,657 11 4 


600 



37 

637 


Mds. Srs. 

2.105 35 



Mds, Srs. 

55 5 

Mds. Srs. 

2,857 22J 

• 

12,757 2 2 


■ H in 

293 4 0 

17,103 15 10 


4,361 


****** 

S 3 

6,343 


700 0 0 

359 0 0 



1,059 0 0 


5 Hd. IV. 
(From his 

monthly return 
and vouchers). 

9 Hd. IV. 

Mehkar Com- 
mittee has ad- 
vanced this 

amount to nine 
cultivators for 
purchase of 

seed-grain for 
the rabi crop 
after having 
taken ' their 
bonds binding 
them to repay 
it in April next. 



14 


MffHnW 


HBSflB! 

mmm 



49,535 M 5 

5.588 8 0 


8,034 1 7 

67,274 0 10 



144 2 2 

700 12 3 

10 1 6 

1410 15 2 
24 2 0 



144 2 2 

700 12 3 

10 1 6 

1,435 1 2 


53-514 8 5 

24.504 5 1 1 

7,194 14 6 

io,iq8 3 2 

1,76,798 3 10 


Amount expended for which statistics were not kept 

564 13 0 


Grand Total 

1,77,363 0 10 



BANDHUJI JANARDAN, 

R. N. MUDHOLKAR, 

Honorary Secretaries, Famine Charitable Relief Fund , Berar. 
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-BANDHUJI J ANAR DAN, 

R. N. MT7DH0LKAR, 

Honorary Secretaries , 

Berar Provincial Committee, Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fu 





o 


& 

o 

& 



< 

p 

& 

< 

a 

< 


D 

a 

p 

2; 

< 

m 


R. N. MUDHOLKAR, 

Honorary Secretaries , 

Berar Provincial Committee , Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund . 


. 646 ’ ; 

form d. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF BERAR. 

STATEMENT of Receipts of the District Committees workiny under the Provincial Com- 
mittee from the commencement of the Fund to the 31st October 1897 . 

RECEIPTS. 


Nambs of Districts. 

1 

Column i. j 

Column 2. 

Column 3. 

Column 4. 

Column 5. 

— , 

1 

Opening 

Balances. 

.1 

Local subscrip- 
tions for the 
district. 

Remittances from 
Provincial and 
other Fund 
Committees. 

Other Receipts, 
Miscellaneous. 

Total Receipts. 



8 «• A 

8 a. p. 

8 a. p. 

8 a. p. 

8 a. p. 

I 

Amraoti 


25,066 7 0 

9.5*5 0 0 

12 4 4 

34.593 n 4 

2 

Akola 


15,271 0 0 

26,000 0 0 


41,271 0 0 

3 

Ellichpur (excluding Melghat) . 



6,627 12 6 

6,700 0 0 

' 

i3.3 2 7 12 6 ; 

4 

Melghat 



55,000 0 0 


55,000 0 0 

5- 

Buldana 


20,155 1 6 

5,000 0 0 

80 6 6 

2 5. 2 35 3 0. 

6 

Wun 


7.563 1 3 


3°7 6 9 

7,870 8 o"; 

7 

Basim 


6,212 6 4 

7,000 0 0 



13,212 6 4 


Total R . 

1 

80,895 12 7 

1,09,215 0 0 

400 i 7 

1,90,5*0 14 2. 


BANDHUJI JANARDAN, 

R. N. MUDHOLKAR, 

Honorary Secretaries, 

Berar Provincial Committee , Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 

FORM E. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF BERAR. 

STATEMENT of Expenditure of the District Committees worJciny under the Provincial 
Committee from the commencement of the Fund to the 31st October 1897. . 

PAYMENTS. 



Names of 
Districts. 

Column i. I 

1 

Column 2. 

Column 3. 

Column 4. 

Column 5. 

Column 6. 

Column 7. . j 

Column 8. 


Under 1 
Object I. 

Under 
Object II. 

Under 
Object III. 

Under 
Object IV. 

Miscella- 

neous. 

Total Expen- 
diture. 

f 

Closing ! 
balance^ j 

Total. 



8 a. p. 

8 a. p. 

8 a. p. 

8 a. p. 

8 a. p. 

8 a ■ p . ! 

8 a. p. 

8 a. p 

I 

Amraoti 

18,151 1 0 

875 *5 4 

13,728 15 2 

30 0 0 

385 7 n 

33,i7i -7 5 

1,422 3 11 

34,593 I* 4 

2 

Akola . 

811 9 0 


30.158 1 1 ■ 

4,085 9 2 

95 6 7 

35,150 9 10 

6,120 6 2 

41,371 0 c 

3 

Ellichpur 
(excluding 
Melghat) (a) 

7.94* 6 3 

577 6 5 

4,356 4 0 


99 2 9 

*2,974 3 5 

353 9 * 

.13,327 12 ( 

4 

Melghat 

3,978 10 0 

...... 

j 


49,535 *4 5 


53,514 8 5 

1485 7 7 

! 55,000 O f 

5 

6 

Buldana 

Wun . * 

15.633 5 ** 

6.479 3 0 

1,233 8 7 

1,994 13 5 

5,588 8 0 

144 2 2 

700 12 3 

24,594 5 * 

7,179 *5 3 

641 2 11 

690 8 9 

25,235 8 < 

7,870 S < 

7 ! 

Basim . 

1,663 12 6 

29 9 6 

475 9 8 

8,034 1 3 

10 16 

10,213 2 5 

2,999 3 *i 

' 13,212 6 . 

e=a 

Total R . 

54,653 15 .8 

2,716 7 10 

50,713 10 4 

67,274 0 to 

*435 1 2 

1,76,798 3 10 

13,712 10 4 

i . : 

!i, 90 , 5 iq 14 


(o) The Ellichpur Committee have shown their expenditure up to 31st August only. The expenditure incurred by the Committe 1 
alter the 31st August 1S97 will be shown in this Committee’s final report. 


BANDHUJI JANARDAN, . / .Z 

R. N. MUDHOLKAR, -■ 

Honorary Secretaries, A 

Berar Provincial Committee , Indian Famine Charitable Relief 
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BANDHUJI JANARDAN," 

R. N. MUDHOLKAR, 

Honorary Secretaries, 

Berar Provincial Committee, Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 
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No. 275-C. 


Ekom 

H. S. BARNES, Esq., I.O.S., C.S.I., 

Agent to the Governor - General in Baluchistan, 

To 

THE HONORARY SECRETARY, 

Indian Famine Charitable Belief Fund, 

Calcutta. 

Dated Camp Sibi, the 17th January 1898. 

SlE, 

. With reference to my letter No. 7733, dated the 25th November 
1897, I have the honour to forward, herewith, for the information of the 
•No. 3110, dntcatlio 22nd Docembcr Central Committee, a copy of a letter * from the 
1807. Revenue Commissioner in Baluchistan, and of its 

enclosures, being the report of the District Committee regarding the distribu- 
tion of the allotment of R 20,000 made by the Indian Eamine Charitable Relief 
Eund for the relief of distress in this Agency. 

2. I concur in the observations contained in the Revenue Commissioner’s 
letter which show that the duty of distributing the sum allottedfor the relief 
of distress in the Tbal-Chotiali distriot was carefully and satisfactorily dis- 
charged by the officers to whom it was entrusted. 


I have the honour to be, 

Sib, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. S. BARNES, 
Agent to the Governor-General. 


c. 
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Copy of a letter No. 3119, dated the 22nd December 1897, from Ihe Revenue Commissioner in Baluchistan, 
to the Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan. 


In reply to your endorsement No. 7784, dated the 25th November 1897, I have the 

honour to forward copy ^ of a report, with enclosures, from 
tne Deputy Commissioner, Tbal-Cbotiali, regarding* the 
. distribution of the allotment of R20,000 received from the 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 


* Lotter No. 7393, dated tho 5th 
December 1897. 


2. Itvrill be seen that in all 715 persons were relieved from this sum of money, and 
that the whole amount was given in giants of money for the provision of cattle and 
seed-grain, while 125 persons weie granted allotments for the maintenance of themselves 
and families through the cold weather. The average money dole for all purposes works out 
to a fraction under R28 per head. It may be thought that a larger number of peisons 
might have been relieved with the grant from the Famine Fund, but it seems that the cases 
for relief were selected with much care ; and it is satisfactory to note that the Assistant 
Political Agent himself in the Barkhan Tahsil, and the Extia Assistant Commissioner of the 
Duki and Sibi Tabsils, themselves made personal enquiries into every ease, and the money 
was paid direct, under unquestionably reliable supervision, into the hands of the sufferers. 

3. The transfer of RS42-8-0 from Barkhan to Sibi referred to in paragraph 2 of the 
Deputy Commissioner's forwarding letter may, of course, be sanctioned. 

4. Lieutenant-Colonel Gaisford’s remarks about Lieutenant Winter’s work in the 
distribution of this relief in Barkban, are quoted below, and 1 am very glad to endorse wbat 
he has said in praise of this officers energy in the matter 

“ He has been to every village in Barkban Himself, and to many of them twice. He 
lias visited the houses of nearly every man he has relieved, and has seen with his 
own eyes exactly what the man's state was. He was engaged in this work the 
whole of October and November. It was very Hot at first, and be was out all 
day and every day." 


Copy of a letter No. 7393, dated the 6th December 1897, from the Deputy Commissioner, Tbal-Chotiali, to the 

Revenue Commissioner in Baluchistan. 

In continuation of previous correspondence regarding tbe distribution of the allotment 
of 1120,000 received from the Indian Famine Relief Fund, I have the honour to forward 
herewith a final report on the subject, giving all the information, accounts, etc., required. 

2. The Assistant Political Agent, after providing for all tbe most urgent cases in 
Barkhan, was left with an unexpended balance of R342-8-0, and this amount was remitted to 
the Extra Assistant Commissioner, Sibi, and has been distributed to the most deseiving oases, 
which he, with his previous allotment of S3, 000, had not been able to relieve. 

3. As the matter was argent, and tbe amount a small one, action was taken in anticipa- 
tion of your sanction. 


REPORT. 

In spite of tbe severe drought, which has prevailed during the last two years in the 

Tbal-Chotiali district, 'where the lainfall is even in favour- 
Introduction. able years very small, there has been no actual famine, 

although there has been considerable scarcity as far as all food supplies are concerned. 

That there bps been nothing more than extreme scarcity can be accounted for by the 
fact that the greater portion of the cultivation on which tbe people depend for their 
livelihood, is irrigated from streams, springs and underground channels called “ Larazes' 
which have, in spite of the drought, provided a supply of watei for irrigation purpose*, and 
which, though very limited, has been sufficient to prevent tbe total failure of tbe crops. . dbo 
distress generally caused throughout tbe district by scarcity has been most acute iu the 
Barkhan Tahsil, where the rabi crop of 1896-97 was very seriously damaged by ‘a severe 
hail-storm, and this j ear’s <f Kliarif” crop has, in two circles of the Tahsil, been almost 
totally destroyed by locusts. In ordinary years, tbe country is covered with grass and 
affords very large areas for grazing. Owing to tbe drought during the last two years, and tbe 
almost complete failure of the winter rains last year, there has practically been no grass in 
the district at all, and the result has been an enormous mortality amongst tbe flocks and 
herds. The most serious loss, and the one which has most affected the people ot the 
district, has been the loss sustained among their plough-cattle, of which, after caierul enquines 
were made, it has been ascertained that at least a third have succumbed to starvation. Ihe 
heaviest losses occurred in the Sibi, Duki, and Barkban Tahsils, tbe moitahty returns being 
longest in Barkhan. 
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2. Ail the “ Patwaris " of the abovementioned Tahsils were direoted to make the most 

thorough enquiries in each village and ascertain, and make 
Gonoral selection of persons recom- cal ' G f u j ]j s t s 0 f the exact losses of cattle sustained by each 
mocuei. o. cultivator. As soon as these lists were completed, the 

Tabsildar of each Tahsil was ordered to make further enquiries, and personally investigate, 
and make a detailed report on, each case. 


I. Du hi Tahsil. 

S. The Extra Assistant Commissioner, Duki, proceeded on tour and made searching 
.. , enquiries into the merits of each oase recommended for 

Special soleotion o persons ro ove . re ]j e f . aIK j f rom personal enquiries selected cases which were 

worthy of relief and which had been previously overlooked. The Political Agent, Thai- 
Chotiali, then collected the. Sardars, the maliks of every village, and all the cultivators 
recommended for relief nt various places, and ascertained which were the cases in most urgent 
need of assistance, and made selections accordingly. 


II. Barhhan Tahsil . 

The Assistant Political Agent, Thal-Chotiali, proceeded on lour, and visited, with a fow 
exceptions, all the villages in which distress existed, and carefully investigated every case, 
recommended for relief by the Tabsildar; and from personal enquiries, and by consulting the 
Maliks and Mukadims, made further selections. In order to gain accurate information on 
the true circumstances of each case, as far as possible, the hut or habitation of each cultivator 
was visited aud inspected. 


III. Sili Tahsil. 

The method adopted by the Extra Assistant Commissioner in the selection of those to 
whom relief was given, has been in every respect similar to that employed by the Assistant 
Political Agent in Earkhan. 

4. Owing to the nature of the distress as already explained, which existed in the district, tho 

Account of relief administered. «* . a20 ^?° bceU a11 upended On Object IV (e) : 

and for the most patt in money grants for tho purchase of 
bullocks. ' ' 


Each case was carefully considered; the loss of bullocks, the area of tho holdings, and 

the cultivator's general indebtedness being taken into 
consideration, in Using the amounts given. . .\ . i 


Grants forlbullocka. 


A cultivator, who had lost all his' bullocks, and whose credit was' exhausted, received a 

sufficient grant to enable him to purehaso at least one pair of 
ran s or see . bullocks. Very few cases on final enquiry [being, made, 

were found, in which the cultivator had not been able to procure seed-grain on credit from tho 
native graiu-dealer. Such cultivators were given grants for the provision of seed-grain. 

Grants to assist cultivators in maintaining themselves and their family during the cold 

weather were only given in cases, where great distress was 
rants for mamtonanco. found to exist, due either to the destruction of the kharif 

crops by locusts, or the failure of the rabi crops from drought. 

5. The method adopted for the distribution of the money has beeu the same in all three 

tahsils, vis., the cultivators, finally selected for relief, were 
buteif n0t iU monoy waa di»tri- c0 Hected at the most convenient place, and the money 

counted out and paid over to them by the Political Agent 
in Puki, the Assistant Political Agent in Barkhan, and the Extra Assistant Commissioner in 
Sibi. 


6. As the actual relief operations, viz., the distribution of the - money-grants, were, with 

two exceptions, begun and completed during the month of 
Winding up of relief operations. November, only one final statement of accounts has been 

prepared and submitted.* 

Statements A and B are enclosed herewith. 


G. GAISPORD, Lieut.-Col •> 
Deputy Commissioner, Thal-Choliali. 

* Bliiuk portions are omitted. 
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BRITISH BALUCHISTAN. 

FORM A. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897. 

Statement of Receipts and Disbursements in the District of Thai- 
Choliali from the commencement up to the 3rd December 1897. 


Rocoipta. 


Expenditure. 

... 

. 

Remitted by the Central Committee 
through tho Agent to tbo Gover- 
nor-General in Bnluoliistan 

£ a. p, 

20,000 0 0 

Under Object IV . 

R a. p. 

20,000 0 0 

Total 

20,000 O O 

Total 



Q. GAISFOllD, Lieut. -Col., 
Deputy Commissioner, Thal-Clotiali. 


FORM B. 


I. F. C. R. FUND, THAL-CHOTIALI DISTRICT. 

Statement shoivitiff details of relief operations from the commencement 

up to the 3rd December 1897, 

OBJECT IV. 


Total numbar of cultivators assisted — 71G 

For purchase) of cattle alone 321 

Ditto of sccd-gTain alone ...... 17 

For maintenance of cultivator and family alone .... 124 

For more than ono of the abovo objects ..... 253 

Total . 716 

Note.— E ach head of a family is only counted onco. 

£ a. p. 

Amount of gifts tnado ........ 20,000 0 0 

For purchase of cattle ........ 17,632 8 0 

Ditto seed-grain 091 0 0 

For subsistence of cultivator and family ..... 1,7/6 8 0 

Total It . 20,000 0 0 


Remarks. 


G. GAISFORD, Lieut. -Col., 

Deputy Commissioner, Thal-Choliali, 
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REPORT OF RAJPUTANA BRANCH. 


No. 27I-G, of 1898. 


From 


The FIRST ASSISTANT AGENT to the 

GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

Rajputana. 


To 


The VICE-CHAIRMAN and HONORARY SECRETARY, 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 


Dated Abu, yth February i8q8. 


Sir, 

I am directed to refer to paragraph 2 of the letter noted on the margin, 
From the Resident, Western regarding the filling in of the forms of account 
Rajputana States, to your address, C to E appended to Circular No. XO, dated 16th 
NO. 325, dated 27th January 1898. Septem ber 1897, from your office. 

2, I am to say that no Provincial Committee was formed for Rajputana. 
Of the grant of R25,ooo made to this agency, R 19,000 were originally allotted 
to the Jaisalmer and R6,ooo to the Tonk State. The former Durbar subse- 
quently surrendered Rio.ooo, of which R4, 000 were transferred to Tonk, making 
the total grant to that State R 10,000, and the balance of R6,ooo was refunded 
to the Central Committee at Calcutta* in accordance with the request con- 
tained in the Hon’ble Mr. James’ letter, No. 1681, dated 14th September 1897. 
The Resident, Western Rajputana States, has furnished you with accounts 
in regard to the application of the • R9,ooo received by Jaisalmer, and similar 
details have been or will be supplied by the Political Agent, Haraoti and 
Tonk, with respect to the Rio, 000 assigned to the Tonk Durbar. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

- F. E. YOUNGHUSBAND, Captain , 

For First Assistant Agent to the Governor General, 

Rajputana. 


* In addition sums amounting to Ri,877*o-l i> which were not required were also reiundtd. 
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Extract from the Famine Report n nP o 
Communicated by the First As ’ A J p UTANA. 

, Rajputana has an area of t0 the Gove ™or. General 

Rajputana is. with th» i„J° ntam , ,n S about three.fiftk ! f a° n ,H to the 


M ah lL Tir . 


North-Western Provinces 
Punjab . • 

Bombay Presidency * 
Central India 


• 413 

• 169 

• 150*8 

• 131-9 

. 1167 
hi 
95-8 


van elfrom r^ln^ataer,^^ Bfa™ 1 f tates go to fom Ra iputana 

2 44*f j n _ AIwarand^satjTn^Bhurtpore?^ ^ 2 '* “ * 4-5 in 

tics to the difiSS“ ZSinSSl h ? ft disti "0tive characteris 
Eastern division has an average a" nMlrLwalufV'’ 6 )' e ?W> for whSeafthe 

inches ofv a ff 2C “ b “ Ir8 ' palmer aL partf of B?t in ‘ he Weste ™ 
inches only. The recent Famine was M ne Pr l k r j °1 . anir receiving 7 and R 

amount which falls to Raiputana S f u ( ,, by . a defi ciency in even this 7 !m,ii 

,h™ s „ s=rs4-*s-f htiits 


1895 - 

North-West Rajputana 
South-East Rajputana 

1896. 

North-West Rajputana 
South-East Rajputana 


1897. 

North-West Rajputana 
South-East Rajputana 


January 

to 

February. 


March 

to 

May. 


June 

to 

October. 


—0*1 

z'^o‘53 


—0-3 

—0-4 


—0-5 

—0-51 


November 

to 

December. 


Whole 


Jear. 


— 0-18 
— o - o8 


-0-5 

-o’6 


~°'54 

-°'34 


—3-06 

-8-37 


-ri 

- 8-6 


+2-25 

—3-82 


— 0-04 
—0-13 


+ o-8 
+ i*o 


— 3-38 

—8-05 


-ri 

- 8-6 


— ■ 1 J 

The deficit in Western Rajputana amounted in iR nr . * ~ 

total rainfall and in 1896 to 11 per cent • while in 8 fh n 3 ° per Ji ent - of the 
deficit amounted to 3 i per cent, in ,895 and ^0 per ceM In fso6 d ‘ V R 0n f e 
normal conditions were nearly re-established though ? P f ii - 9 £ By lS 97 
putana was still deficient, ^he genera, « t ‘gaS^.^ 
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Province as a whole will first be shown and afterwards a^more detailed account 
will be given of the condition of those states m which the scarcity caused bv a 
failure of the crops due to the deficient rainfall was most keenly felt. 

In Bikanir the failure of the crops in 1896-97 with the successive bad 
seasons of the three previous years and the high prices of food grains caused 
the distress which almost deepened into famine. The pressure was most severe 
in the Southern Nizamat and some of the adjoining Tahsils with a total popula- 
tion of 458,313 souls. The effect, however, of the failure of . the autumn 
harvests in Bikanir and Jaisalmer was not so disastrous as it would have been m 
countries more favourably situated. In both States there is practically only one 
harvest in the year. The people cannot therefore rely for a livelihood solely on 
the cultivation of their fields. They must even in a good year have recourse 
to other means of earning money. Many migrate to adjoining Native States 
and British Districts and cultivate land for the spring crops, work as labourers 
or earn money by letting their camels on hire. If therefore the harvest fails in 
their own country they have other ways of earning a subsistence, and moreover 
they are accustomed to bad seasons and to making provision for themselves 
when the produce of their own fields is insufficient for their support. . < 

The whole of the Tonk State suffered from high, prices. Scarcity rates 
prevailed from February to August 1897. No s P ecial features connected with 
the famine are noticeable in any of the Parganas except Sironj which has 
suffered from a series of bad years and where the effects of famine are said to 
be manifest. 

/ In Bhurtpur famine rates prevailed for the greater part of 1897. The 

/ southern portion of the State suffered most, but the pressure was not severely 
felt as the extensive organization of the Public Works Department provided 
almost an unlimited supply of work. In the Northern Parganas of Gopalgarh 
and of Deeg where there was much irrigation and the crops were good, the 
relief works attracted little or no labour. 


The condition of the Dholpur State was more serious as the rainfall was 
deficient over the whole of the State. The irrigated area is small and cultiva- 
tion depends to a great extent on the rainfall. The feature of the harvest was 
consequently extensive and general throughout the State. Besides this the 
Administrative Establishment of Dholpur is weak and there is no Executive 
Engineer with a well organised. Department of Public Works as in Bhurtpur 
ready to deal with the distress caused by a famine. 



JAISALMER STATE. 


No. 325. 


From 

The RESIDENT, WESTERN RAJPUTANA STATES, 


To 


The VICE-CHAIRMAN and HONORARY SECRETARY, 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, 

Calcutta . 


Dated Jodhpur, 2jth January 1898. 


Sir, 

In compliance with the request contained in your letter No. 2212, dated 
28th December 1897, I have the honour to enclose Statements* A and B, 
which embody, it is believed, the information required in Circular No. X Q, 
dated 16th September 1897, from this Agency, regarding the charitable relief 
operations recently concluded in the Native State of Jaisalmer. 

2. It is understood that Forms C to E referred to in the Circular X Q cited 
above will be filled in by the Office of the Agent to the Governor General for 
Rajputana, and forwarded direct to you. 

3. If the information now supplied is defective in any respect, I have the 
honour to request that you will be so good as to let me know what further 
details are required, and I will endeavour to furnish them. The scope of the 
charitable relief operations in Jaisalmer was, as will be observed, so limited, 
that probably no other particulars will be needed. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

A. MARTIN DALE, C. S., 

Offg. Resident, Western Rajputana States, 


* These are embodied in the Statements which follow. 
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tonk state. 


No. 1872 of 1897. 


To 


The VICE-CHAIRMAN and HONORARY SECRETARY, 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 

/o, Hare Street , 
Calcutta, 


Camp, 3rd December i8gp. 


Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 1712, dated the 8th ultimo, and with 
special reference to paragraph 2 thereof, I have the honour to forward in forms 
A and B* as appended to your Circular X Q, the final accounts of the grant of 
R xo,ooo received from your Fund by the Tonk State. Forms C, D and E do 
not appear to be applicable. I attach also a report received from the State 
prepared in conformity with paragraph 7 of the same. 

2. The Tonk Durbar in forwarding to me the report make the following 
observations : — 

(t This grant proved a valuable aid in carrying relief operations in the State 
to a successful conclusion. It has done immense good to the poor in the way 
of petty comforts, especially in providing them with clothing, without which 
the present cold weather would have caused incalculable distress. The Durbar 
request you to convey their sincere thanks in adequate terms to the Central 
Executive Committee.” 

3. I have the honour accordingly to convey the sincere thanks of the Tonk 
Durbar to the Committee for the grant made to the Tonk State. I can testify 
myself to the great value of the relief rendered from the grant. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

A. TUCKER, 

Political Agent in Haraoti and Tonk, 


* These are embodied in the statements which follow. 
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Report called for in the Indian Famine Central Committee's Circular 
X Q, dated 16th September iSgp, paragraph 7. 

A grant of Rio, 000 was received from the Indian Famine Charitable Relief 
ttmd tor supplementing charitable relief measures in Tonk. The expenditure 
therefrom is shown in Form A, and the statistical information in Form B. 

Tonic State consists of six parganas, all of which are separated from 
ehoh other, and three of which are in Rajputana, while three are scattered over 
Central India. In Rajputana the soil is generally fertile, especially where irri- 
gated, and in Centra! India there is more hill and jungle, especially in the lar^e 
pargana of Sironj. There is but one considerable town in the State, and that 
is Tonk itself, where the population is upwards of 47,000. This includes a larme 
number of petty artisans and others who do not mainly depend on land for 
their support. Elsewhere, population may be said to be entirely agricultural. 
It is mainly Hindu, but in Tonk itself there is a substantial Musalman population. 
The cultivating classes, who have fields of their own, are fairly well-to-do, 
although, speaking generally, the three seasons that preceded this year of 
famine have been indifferent. In Sironj the people generally are more poverty- 
stricken than elsewhere in the State. What may be called the floating popula- 
tion who have not fields of their own and who earn their livelihood by daily 
hired labour, are apt to move in time of distress and scarcity to any other 
State or locality where they may see a prospect of labour being more easily 
obtainable than in their homes ; but there can hardly be said to be any 
special custom under which they regularly leave their own villages and move 
elsewhere every year. 

3. The chief harvests in Tonk are the kltarif , which includes makka, 
jotvar, and bajra, and the rabi, which includes barley, wheat, and gram. 
Sironj is dependent especially on its rabi crop. 

4. The kltarif crop was generally sown in 1896-97, and its prospects 
were fair until August 1896, when rains ceased. The break was prolonged 
•well into September, after which the fall was exceedingly light. The k/iarif 
crops withered on the stalk. The rabi sowings were generally narrowed. A 
few slight showers in December did some slight good, but on the whole, except 
in irrigated lands, the rabi crop failed entirely, while the kltarif crop, as above 
stated, was three parts an entire failure. The result was a heavy rise in the 
prices of food-grains which commenced in August 1896, and showed no signs 
of improvement until the end of September 1S97. During this period prices 
generally were three or lour times higher than in ordinary years, and the poorer 
people who had nothing to fall back upon were left largely destitute and helpless. 

5. In Tonk city, besides the measures of relief undertaken by the State, 
a Committee was formed of the principal citizens by whom funds were collected 
and administered in relief as early as February 1897. _ It was in Tonk city, 
with its large population, that pressure was heaviest. Similar steps were taken 
on a smaller scale in Sironj and Pirawa from June and July respectively. 

6. A grant of R 10,000 was obtained from the Indian Famine Charitable 
Relief' Fund in April 1897, and the amount was made available for expenditure 
in May 1897. This grant made by the Fund was used in the objects laid down 
by the Committee, the Tonk State provided relief works and made grants for 
gratuitous relief to those who were infirm and unable to work and who were 
mainly collected in the town of Tonk itself. The fund subscribed by the 
citizens of Tonk (and also that raised in Sironj and Pirawa) was applied to 
gratuitous relief. It was to supplementing that relief that the grant of tamed 
from the Fund was applied. Those relieved, as already staled, were infirm and 
destitute. They comprised men, women, and children of all ages, the sick, the 
lame and the blind; and both Hindus and Musalmans enjoyed the relief 
provided by the Fund, and pur da women were also relieved. 

7. The distribution of warm clothing among the respectable poor was 

another leading feature of the relief given. There has been every reason to 

believe that much distress and misery has been avoided or mitigated by the 
benefaction received from this Fund. 
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. 8. Tonk cit y, i ‘|elf^ s ^ V ^^ e “b«eS h ^t^Committe 2 ? S ThiSe geSSn^ 
which was presided . X . i an d regular distribution of the relief 
rendered excellent ser 'J 1 ^. e . 1 g suP plemented by the grant made from the Indian 
given by the State and Fa ’ min P p Charitable^Relief Fund. Fortunately the 
• Except mSiron,.^ season was healt ty * though hot, and no sort of 

disease manifested itself among those who were in receipt of relief. 

o. The grant of Rio,ooo made by the Fund was utilised on three of the 

four objects laid down by the Committee, as below ; 


Object No. I 

:: :: ,11 


Total R 


R a. p. 
7,201 15 2 
1,346 12 9 

I.45I 4 I 

10,000 O O 


The relief granted under Object I comprised a cash dole of about 4 annas 
ner head per month for petty comforts and a suit of clothing and some miscel- 
faneous charaes : that under Object II comprised ood and c othing to orphans 
Lnd a grant ol a small bonus to a few of the friends or fellow castemen who 
undertook the care of orphans after the relief operations were closed. That, 
administered under Object III was the distribution of warm clothing to 600 

respectable poor persons. ... . 

10. The Fund was wound up on the 15th of October 1897 by which time 
the allotment of R 10,000 had been exhausted and State relief ceased. The 
rains of the season 1897-98, although their commencement was long delayed 
and grave anxiety was felt until the end of July 1897, at last proved timely and 
seasonable. The kharif harvest of the current season has already proved 
excellent, and the prospects of the rabi harvest are fair. 


( ta. ^Lc 

Central Officer , Tonk. 


Copy. 

A. TUCKER, 

Political Agent in Tonk. 



form b. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND, 1897 . 

Particulars of the Charimic FunA mcpcnmurc in BAOPUTAXA. 


Particulars of relief. 


State. Expenditure "Total cxnen- Jaiaal- _ 

Number in Tonk diturc in Ton!; . T me J- rr j-, Total expen- 
of State under each Number r?F??'^ rc *t«re in Jai. , 

persons. ' object of Jaisalmer. salmcr under 

persons. each object. 


Remarks. 


4.892 13 6 


Under Object I — ^ a < V • 

(а) Number of persons in receipt of - 2T o 

Government relief to whom arti- 

cles of clothing or blankets were 
given. 

(б) Cost of clothing, etc. ... , „ „ 

... 1,030 5 3 

( c ) Supplementing the Government dole 

in gratuitous relief : — 

(i) Total amount so expended . _ 48921- 6 

(ii) Period during which it was ex- 

pended. 

(iii) Total number of payments 

made. 

(iv) Average number _ of persons 2 , Q0 

whose dole was increased. ,4y 

(d) Assistance to wanderers, sending 

them to Relief works or to their 
own villages : — 

/ 

(i) Period of expenditure 

(ii) Amount expended . . __ I2 

(iii) Number of persons relieved . 2,^go 

( e ) Total Expenditure in Tonk 

State under Object I. 

Under Object II. — Expenditure 

on Orphans i— 

(a) Number of orphans . . . 313 

(6) Amount expended • I(34 G 12 9 

(c) Period of expenditure . . . 

( d ) Total Expenditure in Tone 

State under Object II, 


“• V - A a . p . 


478 12 5 


7,201 15 2 


16th May to i S th 
October 1897. 


Three and half 
months. 


Three and half 
months. 


1,346 12 9 


Under Object III— 

(a) Number of persons not in receipt of 

Government relief to whom arti- 
cles of clothing were given. 

( b ) Cost of clothing .... 

Total Expenditure in Tonk State 
under Object III. 

Under Object IV (in Jaisalmer 
only)— 

Assistance rendered to cultivators by 
the provision of cattle, seed-grain, 
etc—. 

(а) Number of persons assisted by 

grants in money alone. 

(б) Number of persons assisted by gifts 

in kind alone. 

(c) Number of persons assisted by 

grants of money as well as of 
kind. 

(d) Total amount expended in 

grants under Object IV. 


M5I 4 1 


i,45i 4 1 


7,122 15 1 1 7,122 15 1 


Totals under all objects . S,m 10,000 o o 10,000 0 0 286 7,12a 15 1 7,122 15 1 
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A. MARTIN DALE, I.C.S., . ■ . . ■ ■: 

. . ' ‘J Resident Western Rajputana States, 

Total Rajputana R . , 17,122 15 . 1 Total Rajputana R . 17,122 15 



FOKM C. 

INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FOND, 1897. 

PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OE THE CENTBAL PROVINCES. 
Final Balance Sheet, 
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Indian famine charitable relief fund. 

BENGAL BRANCH. 


Dated the Custom House, 
Calcutta , the 23rd February 1898. 


No. 1564. 


Erom 

/ 

E. N. BAKER, Esq., C. S., 

Honorary Secretary, Bengal Branch, 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 


To 

The VICE-CHAIRMAN and HONORARY SECRETARY, 

Central Committee, 

Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 


Sir, 

"With reference to your demi-official letter of tlie 19th instant, I 
have the honor to forward herewith a statement showing the distribution on 
behalf of your Committee of the clothing which was sent out by charitable 
persons in England, America, and elsewhere in aid of famine relief. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 


E. N. BAKER, 
Honorary Secretary 
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Statement showing, distribution on behalf of the Central Committee 
of the clothing which was sent out by charitable persons in 
England, America, and elsewhere in aid of famine relief. 


Central Provinces. 


Bilaspn 


Balaghal 


Khaudtca .... 

To Mrs. K. Yardon, M. E. Mission 
Khandtca .... 

Nagpur .... 

Jabalpur . 

II a ip it r , 

Saugor 

Ilothangalad . 


c 83 veils from bnle H 5JL2, List No. 1. 

■ X 27 pieces cotton prints from bale H Ap, List No. 1. 

5 12 pieces calico from bale H Sii, List No. 1. 

40 veils from tbe ease received from Mrs. C. M. 
Frizel), Honorary President, Y. W. C. A. 
v. Singapore, 
f 20 pieces flannelette 

. 57^ y aids' old veiling ?• From bale H Ap, List No. 1. 

1 60 yards new do. j 


(.12 


do. 

packages out of 17 packages received from Mrs. J- 
Hauser, Delawate, Ohio, U. S.A. 

4 parcels materials for trousers 1 From bale H List 


do. do. for chadars 1 
pieces cotton prints 

2 bales, H 54 and 55, List No. 2. 

1 bale, H 58 „ „ 2. 

1 bale, H 853 ,, „ 9. 

1 bale, H 854 „ „ 9. 

2 bales H 52 and 57, List No. 2. 


No. 1. 


6 8 4 
4 > 


>1 

>5 

II 


2 bales H 268 and 269 

1 bale II 8 £ 0 

2 bales H 48S and 491 
2 bales H 521 and 522 
1 bale H 660 

1 bale H 974. Less tbe smaller bale sent inside it 
addressed to Miss Wahl, Zenana 
Mission, Lucknow, List No. 11. 

1 bale, List No, 14. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

„ 7. 

smaller 


To Honorary Secretory, Central 
Province* Branch, for <3istribu--{ 
tion in Central Provinces. 


1 bale 
1 bale 
1 bale 


>> 


15. 

16. 
17. 


Less a package sent inside it 
addressed to Miss Luce, 
Zenana Mission House, Sultan- 
pur, Oudh. 

1 case received from Mrs. Trevithick, Cairo, Egypt, 
Central Committee's letter No. 2121, 
dated 1st December 1897. 

1 case received from Liverpool Famine'') Central Com- 
Clothing Fund. / 209 " 

1 bale received from Mrs. Jolm A. f 25th 

Itapsav, of Trinidad. J Nov. 1897. 

1 case received from Buddhist priests and laymen in 
Ceylon (Central Committee's letter No, 
2171, dated 11th December 1S97). 

8 packages out of 1 7 packages received from, Mrs. 
J. Hauser, of Delaware, Ohio, U. S. A. 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh. 

””28 flannel skirts \ From bale H A2J, List No. 1. 

12 cotton do. ) 1 

26 flannel skirts 

' 3 2 flannel do. child's V From bale H List No. 1 . 


Gorakhpur 


. 3 cotton do. do. 
> 12 parcels of clothing 
'-J 83 laoe curtains from 
8 old muslm chadars 
6 „ lace curtains. 


1 H ptllVVlO — j __ 

33 laoe curtains from bale H 5AJ, List No. 1. 


1 


7 parcels unmade calico 
jackets. 

. 2 old linen sheets. 

I 1 box cotton and needle J 


From bale H 


L From 
| No. 


1 . 


684 

4 


List 



Gatonpur . 


Mali . . 

1 tamir pur , 

Jalann i 

Allahabad . 

To Eevd. J. P. 

John's Parsonage, Allahabad 


■ 072. ■ 

NoTRII-W KSTBHN PitOVIMOKS AND OoDII — Cuntd, ' ■ 

53 cotton skirts from bale H A&i, List No. 1. 

' ' ' “ " ise received from Mrs. C. M. Prize 11, 

' v W. C. A., Singapore. 

3. 

3 parcels materials for children's koortas from bale 
List No. 1. . 



C 3 parcels mat 
• ] HAA?,Li 
v 204 yards sergt 


4 yards serge from bale H List No. 1. 

. 1 bale, H 50, List No. 2. 

1 bale, H 1001, „ „ 8. - 

. . . 1 bale, II 51, „ „ 2. 

1 bale, II 1003, „ ,, 8. 

. . < 1 bale, II 53, „ „ 2. 

Duncan, St. j" 1 caso out of 2 cases received from Mrs. Hauser, 


(Central Committee's letter No. 2338, dated 10th 
February 1898.) 

To Miss Fallon, Converts' fl small bale addressed to Miss Fallon and sent inside 
Home, Allahabad. (. bale II 1200, List No. 13. 

To Eevd. E. Clanoy, Allahabad 1 package out of 17 packages received from Mrs. 

Hauser. 


Jhansi ..... 

Banda ...... 

Azamgarh ..... 

Pilib/iit ..... 

Lucknow ..... 

To Eevd. J. TV". Robinson, 
M. E. Mission, Lucknow. . 

To Bishop of Lucknow 

To Miss. Wahl, Lucknow 

Mainpuri .... 


1 bale II 56, List No. 2. 

1 bale H 59, ,, „ 2. 

2 bales II 6598 and 650 „ 7. 

1 bale II 1005, „ „ 8. 

1 bale II 489, „ „ 5. 

2 packages out of 17 packages received from Mrs. 

Hauser. 

1 package directly addressed to him from bale Ii 355, 
List No. 9. 

1 small bale addressed to her from bale II 974, List 
No. 11. 


. . . 1 package out of 2 packages received from Lady 

Hannen, Shanghai. 

Shajehanpur — 

To Mrs. L. S. Parker, M. E. £1 package out of 17 packages received from Mrs. 


Mission. 


Hauser. 


To Honorary Secretary, North- C 2 bales II 266 and 267, List No. 3. 

Western Provinces and Oudh [ 5 do. II 523-527 „ „ G. 

Branch, for distribution ip 1 box out of 2 boxes received from Lancashire Needle 
the North-Western Prov- | Work, Guild. 

inces and Oudh. 1^1 package out of 2 packages received from Lady 

Hannen, Shanghai, 

To Miss Luce, Zenana Mission f 1 small package addressed to Miss Luce from tiie bale. 
House, Sultanpnr, Oudh. (, us per List No. 17. 


The Punjab. 

To Honorary Secretary, Punjab { 2 bales, II 270 and 271, List 

Branch, for distribution’ in ) 2 bales, II 490 „ 492, ,, 

the Punjab. 1 I bale, II 654 „ 

(.3 bales, II 658, CGI and 607 „ 

To Revd, II. C. Carlyon, Lahore ~) 

Diocesan Secretary, Cam- >4 of bale, H 275, List No. 3. 

L nr* • T \ • \ 


bridge Mission, Delhi. 


J 


No. 8. 
,, .5, 
„ 7. 
„ 7. 


Ckntrai. India. 


Bundelkhand 


28 flannelette skirts 

1 child's flannel jacket 
67 cotton skirts 

.*{ 1 do. bodice 

63 ehadars or veils , . 

2 purple blankets 

_ 1 cotton skirt and bodice 


)-From bale II 4A1-List 
j No. 1. * 

J 
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Gwalior 


Bagheljcltand 


Central India* — could , 

fl tale, H List No. 4. Lost in transit 

j Compensation paid by Kailway Company to 
, Colonel D. J. Pitcher, I.C.S.. to whom the bale 
• s was addressed, 
j 1 bale, II 852, List No. 9. 

i 1 bale out of 3 bales of piece-goods received from 
L Secretary, Mohabodlii Society, Calcutta. 

. 2 bales, H 651 and 653, List No. 7. 


Rajfctana. 

Baraoti and Tout . . . 1 bale H. 656, List No. 7. 

To Miss L. E. Marks, M. E. Mit- 

sion , Ajmer e. . . ,1 package out of 17 packages received Iiom Mrs. 

Hauser. 


Hyderabad Assigned Districts. 

TPvn , . , . , ,1 bale out of 3 bales of piece-goods received from the 

Secretary, Mohabodhi Society, Calcutta. 

Amraoti ..... 1 bos out of the 2 boxes received from the Lancashire 

Needle Work Guild. 


Bombay. 


Poona 

AJimednagar . 

Sliolapnr 

BHarrnr 


To Missionary in charge, M. E. 

Orphans’ Home, Bombay. 

To Honorary Secretary, Bombay 
Branch, for plague hospitals. 


1 bale, H 855, List No. 9. 

1 bale, H 858. Less the package sent inside it to 
the address of the Bishop of Lucknow. List 
No. 9. 

1 bale, H 400, List No. 9. 

' 1 bale, H 1200. Less the small bale sent inside 
it to the address of Miss Eallon, Converts’ Home, 
Allahabad. 

. 1 bale out of the 3 bales of piece goods received from 
the Secretary, Mohabodhi Society, Calcutta. 

1 package out of 17 packages received from Mrs. 
Hauser. 

1 bale (Central Committee’s No. 2336, dated 10th 
February 1898). 


Madras. 

To Honorary Secretary, Madras C 3 bales, H 272-74, List No. 3. 

Branch, for distribution in the < 2 bales, H 1002 and 1004, List No. 8. 
Madras Presidency. t 


Bengal. 


Calcutta — 

To Mrs. E. A. Hunt, Superintendent, C 
Church of England Zenana Mis- < 
sion, Normal School, 1 Cornwallis (. 
Square. 


1 out of 2 cases received from Mrs. Hauser (Central 
Committee’s letter No. 2338, dated 10th February 
1898). 


Monghyr — _ \ 

24 yards calico . • f 

15 „ old chintz . . > From bale Ii 1A?, List No. 1. 

9 parcels materials for ^ 

petticoats. 

1 bale, H. 703, List No. 12. 

Sonthal Targanas— (1 package out of 17 packages received from 

To Revd. A. J. Meik, Bethlehem via -s Mrs. Hauser. 

Nnya Dumka . . . • l 


Bazaribagk — . 

63 chadars or veils from bale H A—, List No. 1. 

33 veils or chadars „ „ 

27 cotton-prints „ „ 

To Miss Collis, Hazarihagh . 


i) » 


)) 


5ft3 
3 

2 

" 50 cotton skirts from bale H , List No. 1. 



Supplementary statement showing distribution of the last 13 cases of 
clothing sent out by Mrs. J. Gr Hanser of Delaware, Ohio, 
United States, America, ex S- S. “ Asia.” 

Box. No. To whom given. Eemarhs. 

„ 1 The Little Sisters of the Poor, Calcutta. 

„ 2 Reverend Patrick Wall, Secretary to the R. C. Bishop 

and Manager, R. C. Orphanage, Nagpur. 

„ 3 Missionary in charge M. E. Orphanage, Bareilly . Especially addressed to 

him. 

„ 4 Missionary in charge M. E. Orphanage, Cawnpyr , Ditto. 

„ 5 Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, Church of England Zenana 

Mission, Jubbulpur. 

„ 6 Reverend R. Clancy, Allahabad . - . , Especially addressed to 

him. 

„ 7 Miss Mary Reed, Patlioragarh . . '# Especially addressed to 

her. 

,, 8 T. S. Johnson, Esq,, Superintendent, M. E. Church . 

Mission, Central Provinces and Berar, Jubbulpur. 

„ 9 Father Joseph Carroll, Secretary to the R. C. Bishop, 

Allahabad. 

„ 10 Miss A. J. Lauck, Girls 1 High School, Cawnpur . Especially addressed to 

her, 

„ 11 Honorary Secretary, Madras Branch, Indian Famine 

Charitable Relief Fund. 

„ 12 Reverend J. C. Lawson, Aligarh .... Especially addressed to 

him. 

Without number Reverend R. Clancy, Allahabad . . . Ditto. 


Total 13 cases. 


E. N. BAKER, 

Honorary Secretary . 


S5th March 1H98. 
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W. F. NOYCE, 

Honorary Secretary, 

Burma Provincial Committee, Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, 





